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International post-GPU/UPU

Leftovers
This consists of pseudo-exhibits of a r material for entities missing from the original set in
the exhibit portion of Richard Frajola's website (urls given below). These had been omitted (or
did not exist) for a variety of reasons. As is the case with the original batch, I have questions
about the rates for many of the covers, particularly as the covers here tend to be more modern
and frequently sent by air. The exhibits are in no particular order.

Mini- and micro-exhibits of

Liberia, Luxembourg, Ethiopia, Israel, Maldives, Yemen, East Germany, Afghanistan, Gaza,
Palestine Authority, unoccupied Iraq, post-protectorate Egypt, post-mandate Lebanon,
Pakistan, Thailand, Italy & colonies, Japan, Haiti, Iran/Persia, Cuba

I suggest reading the a r book (http://www.rfrajola.com/dh2019/1ar.pdf) first, for a general
description of worldwide a r.
The other exhibits, mini- & micro-, are also downloadable from Richard Frajola's exhibit site,
http://www.rfrajola.com/exhibits.htm

Comments, suggestions, contributions welcomed.

David Handelman

rochelle2@sympatico.ca

December 2024



Liberia
AR covers

Vienna period

Harper–Liverpool, 1895. Ms (A.R.). Registration 10¢ (embossed on reverse), may have included ar fee; remaining 5¢ is
upu-letter rate to uk.

Post-Vienna period

??–London via Sierra Leone, 1932. Boxed handstamp AR. Postage of 16¢: registration is 10¢, upu-letter rate is 5¢, overpaid
1¢ with ar fee (presumably) paid on form or card.



Liberia, post-Vienna

Buchanan–Chicago, 1926. Boxed handstamp AR. Postage
8¢; there do not appear to be any stamps missing (the
blank space on reverse is very likely where thye the ar
form or card was attached. Rates were 5¢ upu-letter,
registration 10¢, and 8¢ ar fee, the last possibly paid
on card/form.



Luxembourg
AR form

pre-Vienna period

Page 1 of 2 For a registered letter mailed from Wiltz (Luxembourg) to Paris, 1883. At 80%.



Luxembourg, pre-Vienna AR form, page 2

Page 2 of 2 Properly signed. There is no indication of the country of origin, except for the Wiltz posrtmark. The clerk
has helpfully written affranchissement sur lettre (stamps paying the ar fee applied to the registered letter). Printed 1880.
At 100%.



Post-Vienna Luxembourg cover

Luxembourg-ville to Milan with special delivery and by airmail, 1947.



Ethiopia
AR cards

Unused Ethiopian ar card, 1930s?

Returned from Trieste (Italy) to Asmara by airmail, 1966.



Ethiopia post-Vienna AR cover

Addis Ababa–Hartford (CT), 1928. French octagonal a r handstamp. Postage of 8Mehalek (no stamps missing; what
appears to be a blank spacewhere stampsmight have been is probablywhere the formor cardwas attached): registration
and ar fees, each 2M; triple upu-letter rate at 2M for the first weight, and 1M for each additional.



Israel
AR cards

Returned from Riga (Latvia) to Tel Aviv, February 1950.
Card from Mandate (Palestine) era. 25mils ar fee.

Returned from Timsoara (Romania) to Tel Aviv, April
1953. Card from Mandate era. 50 pruta ar fee.



Israel AR cards

Returned from Bucharest (Romania) to Tel Aviv, 1955.
Card from Mandate era. 100 pruta ar fee.

Returned from Bucharest (Romania) to Tel Aviv, 1955.
Card from Mandate era. 100 pruta ar fee.



Israel AR cards

Returned from Shiauliai (Lithuanian SSR) to Tel Aviv,
1963. 250 pruta ar fee.

Returned fromLeningrad (St Petersburg) to Tel Aviv, 1965.
.25 shekel ar fee.



Israel AR covers

Tel Aviv–Pössneck (DDR), 31 December 1957. Ms A.R.

Rehevot–Geneva, 1968. Bilingual Hebrew-French ar handstamp.



Maldive Islands
AR cover

Post-Vienna period

Maldive Islands–Baltimore, forwarded, 1952.



Yemen
For Aden, see British Colonies.

AR card

Returned from Liezen (Styria, Austria) to Sana'a, 1931.



Post-Vienna Yemen AR cover

Sana'a to Buckow (Berlin) via Hodeida (Al Hudaydah) and Aden, Xmas day, 1933. Ms A.R. Postage of 20 bogaches: upu-letter
rate 6 b, registration 8 b, and 6 b ar fee.

.



DDR (East Germany)
AR cards

Returned from Keetmanshoop (South Africa) to Thalheim,
June 1955. Print date appears to be 1955. Evidently,
payment on registered item.

Returned from Szczecialt (Poland) to Ksander (?),October
1956. Old style card, printed 1954.



DDR AR cards

Returned fromSantiago (Chile) by air to Jena, 1958. Card
printed 1957.



Afghanistan
AR cover
Purchased from a less-than-reliable e-Bay dealer, so whether the AR belongs is open to question.

Kaboul to NewYork,May 1941. Possibly AR. Postage of 3.25Afghani, made up from 1.25Af upu-letter, and 2Af registration.
If this is an ar cover, the ar fee was paid on the accompanying card or form.

Indian censorship.



Gaza
Part of the partition of (mandate) Palestine after Israeli independence. Egyptian cards and stamps (overprinted) were
used.

AR cards

Returned from Constantine (Algeria) to Rafah (Gaza), 1955. 20Mills Egyptian stamp overprinted PALESTINE, paying Egyptian
ar fee. Two different Gaza datestamps and one from RAFAH PALISTINE (on the return). Two censorship markings.



Gaza AR card

Returned from Tura (Egypt) to Gaza, 1954. 15Mills in Egyptian stamps overprinted PALESTINE, paying Egyptian ar fee.



AR card

Possibly returned from Egypt to Gaza, 1960. 20Mills in Egyptian stamps overprinted PALESTINE, paying Egyptian ar fee. A
number of censorship markings.



Palestine Authority
After the Oslo ii Accords were signed (1995), the corresponding postal services were able to cooperate—for a while.

AR cover

Hebron (West Bank) to Tel Aviv, 22 October 1996. Postage of 600 Fils: letter rate to Israel (≤ 50 g), 110 Fi; registration to or
via Israel, 340 Fi; this leaves 150 Fi for ar (the rates source, zobbel.de/stamp/pna 14.htm, does not list ar fees for this
period). Trilingual address.



Unoccupied Iraq
For British-occupied Iraq, see British colonies

After-the-fact AR card

Returned from Milan to Baghdad, 1932. Original registered letter was sent 29 June 1932; the card was prepared 11August
(about six weeks later). In the meantime, the registered letter had been delivered 9 July. The card was signed by both
the recipient of the registered letter and the Milan clerk.

No postage was applied; presumably, the subsequent ar fee was paid in cash. In view of the lack of a return address
on the back, it was probably returned in a covering envelope.



Unoccupied Iraq AR cover

Baghdad to Harrow-on-the-Hill (Middlesex, uk), 1931. Large AR. Postage of 15Annas: 3As per 20 g surface plus all-air
route Baghdad–London, 3As per 10 g airmail supplement; registration and ar each 3As. This entails 10+–20 g (double
airmail and single surface).



Egypt
For the British protectorate period, see British colonies. Egypt ceased to be a British protectorate mid-1952.

AR cover
This letter (from the Egypt branch of the Sun Life Assurance Co of Canada) was forwarded from France to Israel; there
was no direct mail between Egypt and Israel at the time.

On 26 July 1952 (nine days after this letter was sent), King Farouk was forced to abdicate, and fled to Naples.

Cairo to Paris to Haifa (Israel), 18 July 1952. Egyptian boxed AR and typescript. Rated 152mils; probablymade up as 45mils
for each of registration and ar, 32mils surface upu rate (first weight), and 30mils supplementary air mail fee.

Egyptian and Israeli censorship. The former was in place because of general unrest in Egypt. The Egyptian datestamp
is from Farouk Airport (renamed shortly thereafter).



Egypt AR cover
The Suez crisis did not occur until November 1956, but this letter, with multiple Egyptian censorship handstamps,
shows how tense the situation was.

Cairo to Paris by air, 14 June 1956. Egyptian boxed AR. Postage 145mills: registration 45m; first weight surface 37m;
airmail supplement to France and ar fees unknown (to me).



Lebanon
For Lebanon in the mandate period, see French colonies. French mandate ceased in 1946

Lebanon AR card
ar card still attached (by selvedge). Evidently the registered letter was delivered (no returned to sender marks), but ar
card ignored.

Beirut to Paris by air, November 1946. Standard France and colonies octagonal ar. Postage 100Piastres: 25Pi for each of
registration, upu-rate, and ar; apparently 25Pi airmail supplement to France. Fiscal stamp on front.



Lebanon AR covers

Saida-Liban (Sidon) to Jaffa (Palestine) via Beirut and Haifa, 1946. Second standard Lebanese ar handstamp. Postage
75 Piastres: 25Pi for each of registration, upu-rate, and ar. Fiscal stamp on reverse.



Lebanon AR covers

Beirut to Aleppo (Syria), 1946. Standard Lebanese ar handstamp. Postage 25Piastres: [upu] lists 25Pi for each of regis-
tration and upu-rate; Syria might been a local rate. Fiscal stamp on reverse.

Beirut (return address is Damascus) to Chicago by air, 1948. Standard Lebanese ar handstamp.
Postage 90Piastres: 25Pi for each of registration and ar; presumably 40Pi airmail to u s.



Lebanon AR covers

Beriut to Paris by air, 1948. Second standard Lebanese ar handstamp. Postage 120Piastres: 25Pi for each of registration,
upu-rate (surface), and ar; apparently, 45Pi airmail supplement. Fiscal stamp on reverse.



Lebanon

Beyrout to Chicago by air, 1949. New Lebanese ar handstamp. Postage 155Piastres: 25Pi for each of registration and ar;
airmail??

Anyoun to Vicksburg (MS), 1949. Previous ar handstamp. Postage 75 Piastres: 25Pi for each of registration and upu-rate.
Fiscal stamp on reverse.



Lebanon AR covers

Beirut to Emmenbrück (Switzerland), 1951. Standard Lebanese ar handstamp. Postage 155Piastres: 25Pi for each of regis-
tration and ar; 25P surface (first 20 g) and double airmail supplement of 40P per 10 g.

Beirut to Alexandria (Egypt) by air, 1949. France and colonies octagonal ar handstamp. Postage 80Piastres: 25Pi for each
of registration and ar; perhaps combined surface rate to Egypt and supplemental airmail amount to 30Pi. Egyptian
censorship.



Pakistan
Partition occurred 17 August 1947. Pre-partition Indian postal rates applied up to January 1949. There is undoubtedly
a lot of early Pakistan ar material available—I just haven't been looking.

Pakistan AR cover

Charing Cross (Lahore!) to Canadian Army Staff, forwarded to Kingston (Ont), April 1950. Ms Regd: A/D (acknowledgment due,
standard term in the Indian subcontinent for ar), and pencilled (AR). Postage 11Annas, in payment of 4As registration
fee (from January 1949), 41⁄2 As upu-letter (from February 1949); this leaves 21⁄2 As for the ar fee, but the literature gives
3As from the date of partition (with no updates).



Thailand international AR service
Post-Vienna AR covers

Bangkok to Singapore, 1911. Large boxed A·R· handstamp. Postage of 42 Satangs (atts): 14 atts for each of registration, ar,
and upu-letter rate.

Betong to Dublin, 1935. Boxed A.R. handstamp. Postage of 45 Satangs (30 of which
paid by airmail stamps): 15 St for each of registration, ar, and upu-letter rate.



AR covers

Bangkok to London, 1930. Smaller boxed A.R. with marks before and after the letters. Postage of 45 Satangs: 15 Sa for
each of registration, ar, and first weight upu-letter

Bangkok to Zug (Switzerland), 1931. Similar ar handstamp, but without extra marks. Postage of 45 Satangs, as above.



AR covers

Bangkok to Victoria (Australia) via Malayan states, 1940. Smaller boxed A.R. handstamp strengthened by hand. Postage of
85 Satangs: 15 atts for each of registration, ar, and first weight upu-letter rate; four times supplemental weights at
10 St per 20 g. Penang censor. ar card plausibly attached by paper clip.



AR covers
av 2: applied to the top of a pile of letters to be sent by air (oa t—onward air transit—is also used). The combination
of ar and av 2 is rare, except for Thailand.

Bangkok to Philadelphia by air, 1946. Standard boxed A.R.; nearby is AV2. Postage of 6.15Baht: 1Baht for each of registration,
ar, and first weight upu-letter rate. This leaves 3.15B for air supplement to u s (1Baht is about 5¢).

Bangkok to Philadelphia by air, 1947. Same A.R. handstamp, but different A.V. 2. Postage of 8.10Baht: I don't know the
rates in this period.



Thailand AR cover

Bangkok to Surat (India) by air, 1950. Standard boxed a.r. Postage of 3.5Baht: 1Baht for each of registration and ar. This
leaves 1.5B for air to India (not a supplement).



AR covers

Phuket to south India (Chettiar correspon-
dence) by air, 1953. Standard boxed A.R.
handstamp.

Postage of 7Baht: for each of registra-
tion and ar, 1.5B; air to India was pos-
sibly 1B per 20 g, making this quad-
ruple rate.



AR in Italy & colonies

I
taly has a long history of ar (Ricevuto di Ritorno being a commonly-used term). However, for much
of the pre-g p u period, most of it was under the control of the Austrian Empire, and later the
Austro-Hungarian Empire (there are numerous examples of the forms and a couple of pre-u pu

covers in the pre-g p u Austrian exhibit). There were still bits and pieces of Italy under controlled by
Austria in the 1890s (there are 1883 and 1894 forms in the post-u pu Austrian exhibit), and Fiume was
only annexed in the 1920s.

As Italy is a litigious society, there is lots and lots of ar material. However, the vast majority of
what I could find was domestic use, and indeed the domestic system is fairly complicated. Here we
show only international use, and it turns out this is surprisingly difficult to obtain. While there are
a decent number of forms and covering envelopes here, there are just three ar cards, and the earliest
ar cover I could find was dated 1912.

On the twentieth century ar covers, we sometimes see RR (handstamp or ms) or even typescript
R R R. A generic boxed A.R. handstamp seems to be in use from 1940 (bear in mind that this is based on
a handful of covers), but this was also used on domestic covers.

Concerning the use of stamps to pay the ar fee, whether on forms/cards or on covers, the situation
is murky. Based on one example (1886), the ar fee was applied to the form in the pre-Vienna period.
and as expected, on the cover in the Vienna period.

Post-Vienna, there is a 1903 ar form without stamps. Thus the fee was paid on cover, and this is
consistent with 1912, 1913, and 1919 covers. However, there is a 1921 ar cover with the fee not paid on
it (this is easily determined by the rates), and similar 1932, 1933 examples. But we have a September
1931 ar card with stamps and a December 1931 ar card without stamps (hence the fee would have been
paid on the cover), as well as a 1942 cover with the ar fee paid on it, followed by a 1947 cover without
the payment. So the situation is confused.
The (standard) rate reference is
F Filanci & E Angellieri, I servizi postali in Italie, storia e tariffe 1861–1985, Edizione II foglio dell'u f s
(1985).

Italy i



Italy & colonies: mini-exhibit synopsis

W
hile domestic Italian ar material is extremely common, international is not. I managed to dig up one
pre-Vienna form, and two from the Vienna period, one of which is with its covering envelope. Then
there is a post-Vienna form, together with a domestic covering envelope (for the last leg of the return).

In addition to the ar covering envelopes just mentioned, we have one during the Vienna period, two more
in the post-Vienna period, and in addition, one from Fiume in the short period between the Regency of Carnaro
and free statehood.

I could only find three ar cards, one of which is quite unusual (used 22 years after printing). Finally, there
are a few ar covers (1898–47), and a despatch note (parcel card, bulletin d'expédition) for a parcel sent with ar.



Italy & colonies international AR service
AR forms

Pre-Vienna period

Naples to Buenos Aires (see the arrow← below), 1886. Italian/French bilingual. ar fee paid by 25 cent stamp.

• properly signed • returned in a covering envelope

←



Vienna period form

Modena to Dayton, with u s receipt for the registered letter, 1897. Part of the Dayton correspondence, for a registered letter
sent from Dayton to Modena.

• properly signed • returned in a covering envelope



Form with the covering envelope that enclosed it, Vienna period

Provisional (unilingual Ital-
ian) form, Palermo toDay-
ton, 1897. Ms avis de réception.

Returned as registered
(#8; on arrival in the
u s, 88397) mail.

ar form for a registered let-
ter from Dayton. Prop-
erly signed. ↓↓



Form with its covering envelope, post-Vienna
Now for a registered letter from Italy

Unilingual Italian covering envelope, mailedwithin Flo-
rence, 1903. Ms Ricevuta di Ritorno, intended for
domestic mail. Sent registered.

ar form for a registered letter to London from Florence.
Properly signed in London (W.D.O: Western Dis-
trict Office). It would have been enclosed in a
British covering envelope addressed to the post
office of origin; then it was put in the covering
envelope at left for delivery to the sender of the
registered letter. ↓↓ Signed by recipient.



AR covering envelopes

Vienna period

For a registered letter from Philadelphia to Bomba, 1895. Mailed as registered matter to Philadelphia from Bomba (this was
in the Vienna period). A generic official covering envelope with ms AR (top centre), hence a provisional covering
envelope.



Covering envelopes, post-Vienna

Avigliano (Potenza) to
Buffalo, 1912. Do-
mestic covering en-
velope (unilingual
Italian)with added
Avis de reception.

Not sent as regis-
tered matter.

Sette Cannoli (Palermo)
to Buffalo, 1912. With
largeRR (Ricevuta
di Ritorno), provi-
sional covering en-
velope.

Sette Cannoli (seven
pipes), here a dis-
trict in Palermo,
is a famous squash
dish.

Not returned as
registeredmatter.



Covering envelope, Fiume during Italian occupation (1920)
Provisional ar covering envelope (ms 56/RR at upper left); Hungarian official envelope.

Fiume was an exclave of Hungary from 1868 to around 1919. Following the firstWorldWar, it was held briefly by the
South Slav National Committee, resulting in occupation by British and French troops. Then, poet, general, and self-
proclaimed superman, Gabriele D'Annunzio, entered the city and occupied it for 15months, beginning 12 September
1919. During this occupation, on 20 September 1920, the Italian Regency of Carnaro was proclaimed, making it part of
Italy. The cover was mailed during this brief period.

On 20November 1920, Fiume was declared an independent free state, but D'Annunzio resisted, and he didn't release
his hold until 30 December 1920. In 1924, Fiume was annexed by Italy.

D'Annunzio was an early victim of the Russian disease—he was pushed out of a window in 1922 (he recovered).

Fiume–Hart-Fort-Conn (Hartford, CT), 13 October 1920. Hungarian form envelope, with 56/RR indicating ar.



Covering envelope
Provisional ar covering envelope (intended for domestic ar) addressed to Springfield, North America. Both Canada and
the u s have numerous Springfields, so it presumably was opened to examine the enclosed (u s) ar form. It came out
of a lot of covering envelopes addressed to SpringfieldMassachussetts.

Milan to Springfield (which country, and then which state?), 1922. Printed RICEVUTA DI RITORNO; unilingual, indicating in-
tended for domestic use.



AR cards
Despite the widespread use of ar service in Italy, international Italian ar cards seem to be difficult to find.

ar card returned from Liège (Belgium) to Piazza Amerina (Sicily), 1931. Properly signed. Stamps totalling 1.25 Lire, the ar fee
from 1926.



AR card

ar card returned from Vienna to Chiavenna (Sondrio), 1931. Properly signed. No stamps, indicating payment of ar fee on
cover.



AR card

ar card printed in 1928 and used in 1950. Returned from Obrov (Slovenia) to Trieste; for an uninsured parcel. Stamp
overprinted AMG-FTT pays the 55 Lira ar fee.



AR covers
While domestic Italian ar covers are extremely common, it is fairly difficult to find international uses.

Vienna Period

Turin to Berthement (France), forwarded to Nice, 1898. Ms crayon A.R.. Postage of 1 Lira, made up from 25 centesimi for each
of registration, ar, and double upu-letter rate within Europe.

On reverse is a request to return the ar form to his address (the form would have been prepared in the destination
country).



Post-Vienna

Faenza (Ravenna) to Buenos Aires, 1912. Ms crayon AR. Rated 25 centesimi for each of registration, ar, and upu-letter rates.

Italian post office in Constantinople to Paris, 1913. Boxed A. R Italian stamps overprinted 1 and 2 Piastres respectively; Ot-
toman postage of 1 Piastre for each of registration, ar, and upu-letter rates.



AR covers

Camogli (Genoa)–Phildadelphia, forwarded to Old Point Comfort (VA), 1913. Ms Raccomandata—contro Ricevuto di Ritorno and
crayon RR. Stamped return receipt demanded in u s. Rated 25 centesimi for each of registration, ar, and upu-letter.

Milan to New York, 1919. Typescript R - R - R (u s: return receipt requested). Rated as above. Italian censorship.



AR covers

Venice–Indianapolis,with special delivery, 1916. MsEspresso
Raccomandata R.R. and handstampR.R.Rated 25 centesimi
for each of upu-letter rate, registration, and ar; and
30 ctm special delivery. Italian censorship. Forwarded
within Indianapolis.



AR covers

Trieste to Mansfield (PA), forwarded to Balston Lake (NY), 1921. u s-style typescript Return-Receipt-Requested. Rated
120 centesimi: 60 ctm for each of registration and upu; the 60 ctm ar fee paid on the form/card.

Florence to Vancouver, 1932. Typescript Con ricevuta di ritorno and handstamp R.R. Rated 4 Lire (triple upu at
1.25 L for the first 20 g, .75 L each additional), and 1.25 L registration.



AR covers

Venice to Hartford (CT), 1933. Typescript Raccomandata R/R. Rated 4 Lire (triple upu at 1.25 L for the first 20 g, .75 each
additional, and 1.25 registration).

Perugia to Zürich by air, 1942. Standard boxed handstamp A. R. Postage 5 Lire: 1.25 L for the first weight, 1.5 L registration,
1.25 L ar fee, and 1 L airmail supplement within Europe.



Libya (Italian colony)

Tripoli (Libya) to Florence, valeur déclarée, March 1937. Handstamp Assicurata per lire duecento con ricevuta di ritorno (insured
for 200 Lire; not registered). Mailed with no postage at all, but at Florence, postage due stamps in the amount of 2,55 L
were applied (in Italy, domestic ar cards frequently were sent without stamps and charged postage due).

Domestic rates: insurance up to 200 L, 0,80L; ar, 0,50 L; double letter rate at 0,50 L; total comes to 2,30 L, and triple
weight (consistent with five wax seals) comes to 2,80 L, neither of which is close (even for Italy).



Libya (Italian colony)

Tripoli (Libya) to Partinico (Palermo), by air,December 1939. Standard Italian boxed A.R. handstamp. Rated 2.25 L: consistent
with domestic rates, 1.25 L registration, 50 ctm for each of surface and airmail supplement; ar fee paid on the card.



Parcel card (despatch note)
ar was possible on unregistered parcels.

Trieste–Lahr am Main (Germany), parcel with coffee equipment, February 1940. Parcel post was charged 2.5 L for the first
250 g, and .5 L for each additional (from March 1939); with weight of 4.6 kg, this comes to 11.5 L. ar fee was 1.25 L; total
was 12.75 L. Postage amounted to 13.8 L; it is possible that the clerk miscalculated the postage (by charging for two extra
weights at .5 L each) and then rounded 13.75 to 13.8.

In Germany, charged a total of 7.7Mark, customs. Nazi censorship.



AR cover during the war

St Giovanni di Galermo (Catania) to Geneva, April 1941. Postage of 2,75 Lire: registration 1,50 L and upu-letter 1,25 L. Italian
censorship.



AR covers

Saracena–New York, airmail, September 1947. A.R. Postage of 271 L. From 1 September 1947, rates were 40 L registration,
30 L ar, 30 L per 20 g surface, and 57 L per 5 g airmail supplement to u s. At 10+–15 g (so single surface and triple
airmail), the postage matches exactly.



AR in Japan

J
apan ar material is very difficult to find.

Japan i



Japan: micro-exhibit synopsis

T
wo covering envelopes, one philatelic form, three ar cards (including one after-the-fact), several cov-
ers, including from offices in China and occupied Korea, and that's it (all post-Vienna). For Manchukuo
(Japanese-occupied Manchuria), see the China ar exhibit.



Japan international AR service
AR form
To a stamp dealer, but it's my only Japanese ar form

Kobe–Montreal, 1902. Unsigned; either the registered letter was returned to sender, or the Canadian postal clerk ignored
the form.

Intended to be returned under cover.



AR covering envelopes, post-Vienna

Yokohama to San Diego, via Canada, 1900. Returned as registered matter. Carried in closed bag by Empress of Canada (c p).

Yokohama to Buffalo, 1912. Returned as non-registered mail.



AR cards

Returned from Shanghai to Osaka, 1940. With remnant of the Chinese notice attached to it.



AR cards
Japanese ar card returned from occupied China, ca 1942. Tsingtao (Qingdao) was seized in 1938.

Japanesear card returned from Tsingtao, 1943. For a registered letter from Tachigi Prefecture. Properly signed and returned
to sender.

With remnants of the attached envelope.



Subsequent (after-the-fact) and normal AR cards from Dairen
ar card mailed after the registered letter was mailed; very, very seldom seen. Also known as after-the-fact, or delayed ar.
Dairen (Dalian) was part of Manchukuo until it was leased to Japan in 1937.

Subsequent ar card returned from Aalborg (Denmark) to Dairen, November
1937. The original registered letter was delivered 11 September 1937; the
card was sent from Dairen 29 November 1937, well after the letter was
mailed, and signed at Aalborg on 14 January 1938.

ar card returned from Arendal (Denmark) to Dairen, January 1939. Refers to
same sender of registered letter (different recipient).



AR covers

Post-Vienna

Yokohama to Leipzig, 1910. Rated 10 sen registration, 10 sen upu letter, and 5 sen ar.

Kobe to Newark (NJ), 1918. Registered Return Receipt (u s formula) and crayon AR. Rated 10 sen registration, 10 sen upu letter,
and 5 sen ar.



AR covers
Yokohama to Finland; same correspondence, same typewriter, but different origins and destinations.

Yokohama to Viborg, 1919. Typescript Recommandé ave(c) Avis de renseigenment. Rated 10 sen registration, 10 sen upu
letter, 5 sen ar. Clasp may have been used to attach ar form.

Tokyo to Helsingfors (Helsinki), 1920. Typescript Avis de Reception. Rated as above.



AR covers

Kobe to Floral Park (NY), 1909. Rated 10 sen registration, 10 sen upu letter, and 5 sen ar.



Occupied Korea
Japan occupied Korea 1910–45, stealing resources and cultural artefacts, and trying to suppress the Korean language.

Keijo (Seoul)–Hartford (CT), 1927. Handstamp A .R .

Postage 48 Sen. Japanese rates applied: 16 S for each of
registration and ar, and 10 S for the first weight plus
6 S for the second weight upu-letter.



Japanese offices in China
Following the Boxer Rebellion, eight countries (and later, the US) established their own post offices (fdo) in China.
They were closed by the early 1920s.

Japanese FDO in Peking (1917)

International Japanese PO in Peking, to u s, double, 1917.
Red ms AR.

Rated double upu rate, 10 sen for the first 20g and
6 s for the next; 10 s registration, and 5 s ar fee.

Faded purple address reads, Dr Chas C Harrison,
400 Chester St, Philadelphia.

i j p o closed in 1922.

Canadian censorship (in effect 1917–19 on incom-
ingmail toNorthAmerica fromAsia), likely atVic-
toria or Vancouver.



Japanese FDO in Tientsin (1916)
From an American infantry Chaplin during World War i.

Tientsin to Hartford (CT), 1916. Ms u s-style Return Registered Card Requested. Rated 10 Sen for each of upu and registration
fees; based on other covers, the 5 S Japanese ar fee should have been paid on the cover. (There are no stamps missing
from front or back.) Japanese datestamp, Tientsin 2, INPO.



AR in Haiti

H
aiti occupies about 40% of the island of Hispaniola, which it shares with the Dominican Re-
public. It is famous as the site of the only successful slave revolt in history (1791–1804), after
which it became independent (of France). It occupied the rest of Hispaniola 1821–44, but then

began a continuous decline. It is an extremely poor country with really bad governance.

I couldn't find much armaterial. Based on a limited sample, the ar fee was paid on the form or card
in the post-Vienna period.

Haiti i



Haiti: micro-exhibit synopsis

O
ne ar card (and that in 1960), and a number of ar covers (1906–43).



Haiti international AR service
AR card

Returned from Vienna to Port-au-Prince, 1960. ar card with 25 centimes stamp, paying ar fee.



AR covers, post-Vienna period

Port-au-Prince to Bordeaux, 1906.
MsAR (once by sender, once
by clerk). Rated 5 centimes
for each of registration and
upu-rate. Evidently, ar fee
paid on form, not cover.

Port-au-Prince to London, 1910.
MsAR (applied by clerk) and
crayonAR applied inuk. Rated
as above.



AR covers

Port-au-Prince to Washington (DC), 1910, 1911 (same correspondence). Ms avis de réception. Rated 5 ctm for each of regis-
tration and upu rates.



AR covers

Port-au-Prince toMunich, 1911. Ms avis de réception. Rated
5 ctm for each of registration andupu letter rate. Same
sender as previous two covers.



AR cover

Cap Haitien–Montgomery-Ward (Chicago), 1913. Ms ligated AR. Rated 5 centimes for each of registration and rate to u s,
with ar fee paid on the form. Pink remnant of form on reverse.



AR covers

Fort-Liberté to New York, double, 1939. Ms AR. Rated
20 centimes for registration, 10 ctm p u a s rate to u s
for the first weight, and 5 ctm for the second.

Port-au-Prince to New York, 1921. Small ms A.R.; this
confirmed by traces of pink form still attached on
reverse. Rated 22 ctm (of which 7 ctm is paid by a
stamp overprinted in 1914), which is much less than
indicated by the literature. ↓ ↓



AR covers

President of Haiti to Montreal, by air, 1943. Faint pencil AR confirmed by remnants of pink card on reverse (shown at right).
Rated 3.25 gourds, of which .25 g was the registration fee. (Might be double airmail rate, based on exchange and rate in
reverse direction.) Canadian censorship (reverse).



AR in Iran

I
ran (known in the West as Persia until 1935) is one of the world's oldest civilizations, dating from
the fourth millennium b c e. Its history is far too byzantine (and political) to summarize here.

Iranian ar material is difficult to find. I don't have any nineteenth century ar material, and even in
the twentieth, just one form, a couple of cards from the 1940s, and a small group of covers. It appears
(based on all the items) that the ar fee was always paid on the form/card, rather than the registered
cover.

Iran i



Iran: micro-exhibit synopsis

O
ne a r form, for which the dating and postage pose problems; two a r cards from the 1940s, and a r
covers 1905–35. Note to me: 20 Shahis to one Krans.



Iran international AR service
AR form

Chahcevar (Shahsavar, later Tonekabon)–Budapest, 1932 (relatively late for an a r form). Form is unsigned. It was to have
been returned in a covering envelope. [u pu] lists the a r fee as 30 Shahis, whereas only 20 Sh were paid here.

The date on the clear Teheran postmark is 26.xi.10.12, but on the form is 7 February 1932. The Chahcevar datestamp
reads ii for February. The stamps appear to be y t 529, issued 1929 (not perf 11, which was issued some years earlier).
So the 26 appears to be incorrect or means something other than a year, and in any event, Pahlavi only took the throne
in December 1925.

The postmark on
the stamps reads
CHAHCEVAR; its
Persian numer-
als read ??-11-1.,
that is, 10 Febru-
ary; at very high
magnification, the
first two digits ap-
pear to be 1V, that
is, 17, suggesting
a time mark.

The RESKT (AR-

RIVÉE) transitmark
(below, left) is prob-
ably rasht; but
the leftmost part
of the date seems
to be 12-11-1.; this
doesn'tmake sense
unless 12 is a time
mark.

So it appears that
none of the post-
marks have a year
in them.



AR cards
The earliest I've seen were dated in the 1940s.

Returned from Rowno (Ukrainian ssr), 1946. a r fee of 2.5Rials
paid by stamp. Card specially printed for the American
Joint Distribution Committee, supporting Jewish refugees
in eastern Europe outside the displaced persons camps.

Returned from Wilno (Lithuania), 1946. Possibly a stamp missing,
as postage seems to be only 1.5R. Also American Joint Distri-
bution Committee,.



AR covers

Post-Vienna period

Bender-Gez (48 km from Astrabad/Gurgan, administrative centre of the region) to Ghent (Belgium), 1905. Bold worn AR hand-
stamp was applied in Belgium (compare with early Belgian a r handstamps). As Persian authorities had failed to mark
the cover a r, the Belgian officials noted the a r form (that would have been attached) and so marked it.

Rated 13 shahis for each of registration and u pu-letter; a r fee paid on the form. From the Customs department.



Post-Vienna period

Kazvin (Qazvin) to Chaux-de-Fonds (Switzerland), 1908. Poorly struck boxed a r handstamp.

13 shahis for each of registration and u pu-letter paid by 26 Sh stamp; a r fee paid on the form.



Post-Vienna period

Teheran to Brooklyn, 1926. BoldA.R. handstamp; hexagon boundary is very faint. Postage of 1Krans, 10 Shahis pays 15 Sh
for each of registration and u pu-letter; a r fee paid on the form.



Post-Vienna period

Teheran to Chemnitz (Germany), 1926. Bold A.R. handstamp; hexagon boundary is very faint. Postage of 30 Shahis pays
15 Sh for each of registration and u pu-letter.



Post-Vienna period

Teheran to Feldkirch (Austria), 1928. Bold A.R. handstamp; hexagon boundary is very faint. Postage of 1Kr, 10 Sh (30 Sh)
pays 15 Sh for each of registration and u pu-letter.



Post-Vienna period

Teheran to New York, forwarded, 1929. Standard hexagon A.R. handstamp. Postage of 2Kr and 17 Sh (57 Sh): registration
15 Sh and quadruple u pu-letter rate at 15 Sh for the first 20 g and 9 Sh for each additional



Post-Vienna period

Teheran to Vincenne (Seine, France), July 1931. Standard hexagonA.R.handstamp. Postage of 2Kr, 16 Sh (56 Sh): registration
29 Sh and u pu-letter rate 27 Sh.



Post-Vienna period

Teheran to Bucharest (Romania), 1935–6. Standard hexagon A.R. handstamp. Registration and u pu-letter rates each
1.5Rials, with the a r fee continuing to be paid on the form/card.



Post-Vienna period

Teheran to Marietta (Georgia, u s) by air, 1944. Standard hexagon A.R. handstamp. Pastage of 16Rials, but I could find no
rates source for Iran in this period.

Anglo-Soviet censorship (twice; the numbers 16 and 11 appear on front and back, respectively).



AR in Cuba

F
or Cuba during the Spanish regime (until 1898), see Spain ar. Spain withdrew from Cuba in
1898, and Cuba was under u smilitary occupation until 1902, when it became independent. Cor-
rupt governance led to the revolution (1953–9) and subsequent dictatorship (replacing earlier

dictatorships).

Early ar material seems to be extremely difficult to find, especially in comparison with other Latin
American countries. Owing to the u s occupation (lasting three and a half years), ar was a free option
on registered mail, and this lasted into the 1940s.

Cuba i



Cuba: micro-exhibit synopsis

N
ot much. A 1915 cover with form, seized by French military, no other forms, no covering envelopes, no
cards, and a few covers, the earliest being 1911.



Cuba international
AR service
AR form
SanMiguel–Barcelona, seized by Frenchmil-
itary, and returned to sender with form, 1915.
Form is of couse unsigned.

Form was to have been returned in a
covering envelope, but because the let-
ter was returned, it remained attached.

Postage (on reverse—next page) 12 cvo:
8 cvo registration and double 2 cvo pre-
ferred rate to Spain; Cuban a r service
was free in this period.



Reverse of returned AR cover



AR covers

Post-Vienna covers

Havana–San Francisco, 1911. Standard large oval A. R. handstamp. Rated 10 cvo: 2 centavos preferred (domestic) to u s,
8 cvo registration, and a r was a free option on registered mail (as in the u s).

Havana–Leominster (MA), 1912. Rated as above. RETURN RECEIPT DEMANDED handstamp applied in New York.



Post-Vienna covers

Havana–Berlin (now Kitchener, Ont), 1912. Slightly smaller A. R. handstamp. Rated 8 cvo registration and 5 cvo u pu letter
to Canada. a r was a free option on registered mail.

Turquoise experimental registration hammer applied at Montreal.

Havana–Santiago (Chile) via Panama, 1915. Faint A. R. handstamp. Rated 8 cvo registration and 5 cvo u pu letter, 1 cvo
shortpaid.



Post-Vienna covers

Havana–Boston, 1917. Worn turquoise oval A. R. hand-
stamp. Rated 8 cvo registration and 2 cvo preferred rate
to u s. Also with u s r r r handstamp.

Havana–West Summerville (MA), 1919. ACUSE DE RECIBO handstamp. Rated 10 cvo registration and 3 cvo preferred to u s.



Post-Vienna covers

Elia (Camaguey)–New York, 1926. Typescript RECEIPT REQUESTED, u s term for a r. Registration 8 cvo and 2 cvo
preferred rate to u s, with a r still a free option on registered mail.
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