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FOMT LARAMY

Fort Laramie image from the Wyoming Photographs website.

Watertown Californians.

During the past week, letters have been received in this village
from Messrs. GILMAN, STIMPSON, STECK and GLINES, dated
June 18th, at Fort Laramie, the last fort they will pass before
reaching California. These letters were more or less blackened
and charred by fire, having been recovered, according to a
printed endorsement of the Postmaster at St. Louis, "from the
wreck of the steamer Algoma, burned at the wharf at St. Louis
July 29th — said boat having a large California mail, a large
portion of which was entirely consumed.”

From the letter of Mr. GLINES we learn that the Watertown
boys still remain in good health and most of them in good
spirits, and that their oxen are all in "better heart than when
they started from St. Jo.” But other emigrants had been less
fortunate, "You cannot imagine,” says Mr. G., "the suffering
and distress on this road. Men, women, children and teams are
giving out and dying every day. The road is lined with dead
oxen and mules.”

For 75 or 80 miles before reaching Fort Laramie, Mr. G. says
the roads were “very heavy and sandy, water scarce and bad,
and no whisky!” He concludes his letter by saying: "I would
never advise any one to take this route for California.”

Judging from the rate at which the company have traveled
since leaving Fort Kearney, they will probably reach the
‘diggings,’ if no misfortune befals them, early in September. But
the worst part of the route is yet before them, if we have
anvything like a correct knowledge of the country. The desert
portions of it have still to be passed. — Heavy wheeling and
scarcity of water, food and fuel, are in reserve for the company.
— But stout nerves and a determined spirit can triumph over all
these; and the next intelligence we receive from our “boys,”
will doubtless be to the effect that they are “feeding in tall
clover,” with both pockets rapidly filling with "the rock.”



The Great Fire at St. Louis
Destruction of a Mailwith Qfficial Despatetasad

Letters from California Emigrants, &c.

Sr. Louis, July ¥,

The value of the boats and cargoes destroyedty
fire yesterday is estimated at $148,000,and theag
gregate insurance is belicved to be $130,000.

Much excitement and disturbance was kept u)
all night and most of yesterday, but there has beez
no serious fighting since the date of my last de
spatch. ‘L'he fitemen are now in'the ascendancy,
and there is no collection of Irishmen in the city
at present.

Torty-cight arrests have been made, and the
rioters will be examined to-day.

There was a mail on board the Algoma, contaix
ing several thousands lctters from California egi.
grants; also imp t official despatch
mail pouch has been found in a greatly damip!
condition, most of the letters being destroyed.

The latest dates brought by this mail are tofif
4, and from a point sixty miles below Forl Ix
ney. The emigrants generally were gettingiag
very well. The roads were strewn with thee.
made graves of those who had died on the wyu
seek for gold. .

'I'he cholers had broken out among the Indian,
alarming them to such a degree that they had fid
from the tiail of the emigrants. The Sioux, Pax.
nees and Cheynees, had all disappeaved.

Capt. Morris, in command of U. States
Dr. Birdsall, and Gen. John Wilson, were of dy
party. Mr. Fenbles, the botanist, has retws
losing most of his outfit.

Among the emigrants who had died on therey
is Fanny Wlhite, daughter of Dg. White, of
city.

St. Lovis, July 30—6 P, ).

A portion of the California mail lost in te
steamship Algoma has been recovered in a dama.
ed condition.

In the course of yesterday five groggeries ke
by Irishmen were completely robbed. No liva
were lost, but several were badly injured, theogh

‘none seriously.—N. Y. Triduite.



Ncwa irbm the Sa\t La.lm--ludinn oum-v
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Frow 7o Catrorsia Exicrarts—The fol-
lowing letter has received by one of our citizens
yesterday. It was much blackened and charred
by fire, having been recovered, according to a
printed endorsement of the P. A1, at St. Louis,
¢ from the wreck of Steamer Algoma, burned at |
the wharf ai St Louls, July 290th—sail boat
having alarge California mmil on board, a Jarge
portion ofwhich was entirely consumed.” The
letter, tho’ very brief, lrings good tidings as lo
the healthand progress of * the Badger Rang
ers”

Fort Laramie, June 19th 49

Dear Brother :—We—the Badger Hangers—
areall here, in good health and  spirits, not
having met with a serious accideot or loss. The
Rocky Mountains are in sight. Ho lfor Califor- |
uia.

Yours, troly, I
FREWFRICK.



St. Louis, July 29th.
A fire broke out at 3 o’ciock tiis morning, on
board of the stezmer Algoma, that hiad just errived
from Missouri, with a_full freight, burning her, the
Mary, Pheeaix, San Francisco, and Dubuque. The
. Lo denat: fun - Ermun DAL s, bt

San F Juatiin freos 34
‘a full cargo of hemp,tobaceo and bacon:

A tremendous riot occurred at hall past five this
morning, between the Irish and the Firemen. The
Irish assuulted the Firemen; and drove them from the
engines. Pistols wera fired first by James ‘O'Brien
800 —— LyEvY, um au sk bueidiug-hoasd S5
the Levee, apon the Franklin Engine Co. . The fire-
men rallied, and- riddled O'Brien's and seven_other |
houses, part-on Morganstreet aud part on the Levee. ,
Jobn Graut, of Missouri Co. was shot-in the face,
and o number of frish badly wounded. ‘Fhe "dlis-
souri Fire Co. broke open the armory’ of tle St.
Louis Greys, und took their arms by feree. The
Mayor ordered out the Greys to suppress the riot,
and rent to Jefferson barracks for troops.

Jusy 30ih.—~Great excitement prevailed through
night nnd most of the day, yestérday ; but thers hus
been no more fighting,  The firemen wero finally in |
the uscend=nes, aud no collection of Irish in the ci-
ty. Forty-cight arrests have been made. The ac- |
cused will bo examined to-day. . 1

T'he mail from the California emigrants was on |
board the Algoma, coutaining several thousand let. |
ters, including important official despatches. It has |
beon found in a daweged candition ; moat of the let-
tere aro destroyed. The latest dates are July 4th,
from a point sixty miles beyond Fort Kearney.—
The emigrants were genorally getting along well.—
‘I'he rouds are strewed with graves of thuso that
died. The cholera had broken out among the In-
dians, alarming them so much that they had fled
from the trail of thg@emigrants. The Siocux, Paw-
unees and Cheynees had all disappeared.
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