1865

April 5
1 understand Jeff Davie and psart of his army started for Darsvillie sndé
the other pert for Ignchbure! T saw *r. Asheroft tcday who went with

seneral fovdon t= Richmond night before last., He said he rcde behind
Jeff Davis's horsees and with others had an introduction to General R.L.
lee, Saye our men have Reb prisoners in Libby prison so close they can't
nerdly move! Also saye the inshsbitante act well =g if they were not
sorry to be out of Jeff's hands!

April 6
leb deserters who came in today report that Tongstreet is between the

'attafory and Pamunky rivers and ie witheut su-plies. Report sounds
rea>nable 1o me.

April 7
Revorted that our Army captured at Burkesville vesterday I5,000 prisorars,

1 generzls and 60 gung., & large haul! T understend President Lincoln
goes to YWashington tonight.

Aoril ©

jeneral Fry, Generz]l Townsend, Gemerzl Telafield, Hon. Prestén Fing, “or.
Holt and Yice President Johnson were hers thir~ P¥, The “Arago" with
Henry Ward Beecher -nd nthers on board arrived here shout six P¥, fBl-r.

ious news again tonight. General Le¢ é&nd hie army have epurrendered to
General frant.

April 10

It ie said that Iee's army numbered about 40,00C men, QOfficers and m=n
weres paroled to go to their homes and revsin there until exchanged. To-
nisht 1 ment a dispatch to General Grant's Headguarter: sicned W.P.
sherman, Fajor 3emeral whicli reads as follows: "On “nnday at dayligh*
all my srmy will move rtraight on Joe Téhnson, suprposed to be hetween
here and Raleigh and I will fnllow hir wherever he may go."” Another ain-

natech of the sare date reads: "... T will nush Joe Johnson to the death.
W.P. Sherman, ¥Yrjor Generall
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April, . SATURDAY, 15, 1865.

i_ w &Jw S W W T {\‘gJ\. B A A ?4]
PRy

(TP TS -. J B \,k.xw'hm‘i“h ;
O~

S

Tl

AT

2
/
¥

b A e A A R AR s i ittt it sl S o

Four Civil War Diaries kept by U.S.Telepraph operator Charles Douglas from
November 1861- April 1865.Hundreds of closely written pages clearly written.
Reports of battles,capture by Confederates and escape,action around head-
gquarters,various Generals including Grant & Sherman who came there, several
sketches,half page entry on the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. Fifteen
pages typed of important excerpts.
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INTERESTING EXCERPTS

PEOM FOUR CIVIL WAR DIARIES
KEPT BEY CEARLES DOUGLAS OF EVANS MILLS, N.X.

was a U. 8. Military Telegraph Operator
during the Civil War. Diaries cover the period
from November, 1861 to April, 1865.
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REMEMBER THE MAINE - TO HELL WITH SPAIN!
Cover above was mailed at Havana,Cuba April 17,1899.
It bears the censor of a Lieutenant of the famed 7th

\TAH}'J‘
X Ne lO
H-‘\V-ﬂ.h’ﬁl

CUBA

£ cavalry.The stamp is from the 1898 issue,overprinted
LY. PO

for use from Cuba - CUBA/2% c/de PESO. It was used and
sold as a 2 cent stamp. Cover below bears the five
cent stamp of the 1898 issue on a Censored Prisoner of
War Letter via the Navy to Spain - July 29,1898.
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GUAM - SPANISH AMERICAN WAR 1898

GUAM was the largest of the MARIANA ISLANDS,located in the Pacific Dcean,
about 1500 miles east of the Philippines.It was captured by the U.S.Navy,
following the Battle of Manila Bay,on June 20,1898.GUAM was ceded to the
U.S. at the treaty of Paris on Dec.10,1898.The other 14 Islands were re-
tained by Spain and later sold to Germany.The post office was operated by
Navy personal from July 7,1899,untilMarch 28,1901,vwhen they were repla-
ced by the U.S.Postal Service. Up to this time U.S.stamps of the 1898 issue
were overprinted GUAM and used by the Navy until the U.S.postal agent arri-
ved.After that date regular U.S.stamps were supplied,although the over-
prints remained in use for several years.

.

e POSTAGE RATE,
l’ﬂ['q'; at the time,
“ ¢ uil—: ! was 2 cents per
WHEES oz. to the U.S.
& possessions
and 5 cents to
foreign coun-
tries,plus 8
cents for reg-
istered lett-
ers, for both.
Thus the cover
was 3 cents
short & there
is no evidence
that it was
collected. It
just passed
through the
mails at the
domestic rate
of 2 cents plus
B cents for a
total of 10
cents.

/:}‘::x cerl

Cover shown bears 2 copies of the U.S. issue of 1898 overprinted GUAM, tied
by a dark violet owal of dots with star to a registered cover with a small
matching postmark, "MARIANAS 17 AUG" and beoxed "CERTIF" No 6 D.2078, to
"Aue, Saxony,Germany",showing German transit register lable "Vom Auslande
uber Altmunsterol-Mulhausen (Els)/Eingeschrieben”. On reverse a red
"MIL.Sta.No.l Philippina Isls,REGISTERED,SEP 14 1999%, the transit mark
of "HONG KONG SP 17 99" and the arrival postmark of "AUE 21 10 99*.This is
the first U.S.mail from Guam and bears the usage of the Spanish postmark

captured by the U.5.Navy,in use August to October 1899.Probably the earl-
iest registered cover out of U.S.GUAM.
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REMEMBER THE MAINE — TO HELL WITH SPAIN!
' ' Cover above was mailed at Havana,Cuba April 17,1899,

\TARy
2 Mo, 10

HAVANA
It bears the censor of a Lieutenant of the famed 7th

cavalry.The stamp is from the 1B98 issue,overprinted
for use from Cuba - CUBAKZ% c/de PESQO. It was used and
sold as a 2 cent stamp. Cover below bears the five
cent stamp of the 1898 issue on a Censored Prisoner of
War Letter via the Navy to Spain - July 29,1898.
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

MOURNING BADGE AND MAGNUS LETTER

SHEET EXPRESSING THE NATION'S GRIEF,

=R

From all churches
Sad and slow,
Toll the bells

The knell of woe.

Hark| their sad and solemn notes attend
Abraham Lincoln to his last way's end.

Dead silence mutely hovers
EEHA.HM L!NCOL". Above ;__;m.n,\.'ﬂ u.]_ru.n.rj;r strand,
’ With sable pall it covers
TN Prasident of the United Biuies, The Leader of Our Land.
Horn in Bardin County, Wenturky, . o
i i Despairing mex are wringing
. 1508, In vn{z;;?thmr hands here wound,
The han's wail is winning
Died at Washington City, 3. €. No solace from its ground.

APRIL 15, 1885,

The nightingales' caroling
AGED 56 YEARS. Sounds never in its womb ;
R True Patriots tears are rolling

HIS COUNTRY MOURNS, Bat on the mossy tomb,

i it Mg+ P gpiiiec? 8 VT
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MAIL SERVICE IN THE KLONDIKE.

Postmaster Charles U. Gordon of Chicago, in response
1o a request from the CHICAGO RECORD for infor-
mation regarding the sending of letters to the Klondike
region, replied:

“Letters cannot be sent by United States mail to Daw-
son City, Forty Mile or other towns in Dritish territory.
Mail matter for Dawson City, Northwest territory, not
heing a known postoffice, should be addressed *via' some
United States postoffice, viz: Dyea, Alaska; Unalaska,
or Circle City, Alaska. Sent to one of these Alaskan
postoffices, it goes to Circle City by way of Dyea, over
the overland route; by way of Unalaska by the Yukon
route.

“A mail steamer leaves Seattle every five days for
Juncau, 120 miles from Dyea, and every fourteen days
from Sitka for Unalaska. A Canadian Pacific steamer
will leave Victoria for Dyea, by way ol Juneau, every
few weeks during the fall. The route overland by way
of Edmonton, Northwest territory, is not feasible, as yet,
although there appears to be some travel coming this

Hitokatss &

NUGGET

Offece 422 Yesler By,
SEATTLE, Wa.SH.

KLONDIRE GOLD RUSH

Gold was discovered June 3,1896
on Dominion Creek about 50 mi les
S.W. of Dawson in vhat became
known as the Klondike Gold Field.
Little is known about the NUGGET
EXPRESS which operated out of
Dawson in 1899. There are four or
five covers known cf this Gold
Rush Express.This cover was carr-
ied from Dawson by the express to
Seattle where it entered the U.S.
mails. The *1 =* in maruscript
was probably the express charge?
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:tmmn City of iﬂtmphts Heporter, |

SAINT LOUIS, CAIR0 AND NEW ORLEANS '
RAILROAD LINE!! Il
rFor CJAIRO .1' 8ST. LOUIS, |

STEAMER CITY OF MEMPHIS!
W. J. KEOUNTZ, Oaptain. JAMES KERR, Jr, Clerk. WM. PIERCE, As't Clerk.
Will Leave for the nbove and all Intermediate Ports as follows |

8T. LOUIs CAIRD NEW OERLEANS
P i (3]
NEW ORLBANS, NEW ORLH&HB. f HAINT LOUIS,
On Tumspay, Mav (¥, ar 10 o'ovsox, . W Ou Tutmanay, Armi 180, o wrrival of Eve n-lu: ‘l'f-n Ox Bavtmnar, Ma¥ Srd, av & o'clocs, P W
w Mesiiv, Jeaw Ton, av 10 o'ouinE, i 0. = Wunnsspar, Mav W, + Fuisar, May amm, ar 5 o'clocx, v, N,
W B, Josw T, ar 10 Wi, s, = Tomsbay, Juxe Wi, o 1 . “ Tuprsusr, Jusw ITro, ar 3 o'oLodx, r.
* o Havianay, Jeny 1T, A b oo, s o [ “ Mokpay, Jame ZEn, " b 0 ‘ 4 Wessesnar, JULY TTH, a7 A o'ek, P 0
B PRisar, AvaUsT G ar D0 0clEok, & W “ o Beanay, JuLy 18m, - Lt . “ Temapar, JOLY IIme ax 5 o'cloo, r. M.
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Letter from Naval Officer Andrew .A. Harwood - (1808-1884) = Rear Admiral
in the Civil War, = to his wife in Newport, R.I.
U.8,5chr, Shark,

My Beloved Wife, Naples, July 5,1836.

I send you a long letter which I wrote at Leghorn. I am afraid to
read it over for I know I should tear it up if I did and that would seem
too much like labor lost, I have written you since while on a transfient
visit on board the Adams at Civita Vecchia (?). We have just received a ¥
bag of letters among which was two from you and my heart beat as I opened
them in hopes of hearing about your confinement,but they were not Havre
letters nor of as late a date as those which I received at Leghorn, one
of them was a melancholy February 19th letter, the other April 26th for-
warded by the Lyceum., My dear Sarah I frequently think of our dear boy and
always sadly but I have never grieved for him impatiently or without a
feeling of perfect resignation to the will of the Almighty., It is a light
cloud darkening for a moment a worldly prospect but the sun shines through
it all, We have received letters from the Department acknowledging the
receipt of my allotment ticket, this news relieves my mind as it was only
neceasary for one to arrive and if Henry wrote to the Auditor as he pro-
posed to do the affair must have been arranged a long time ago. I sent a
triplicate not that I think it necessary but to show you that I have not
left even a chance untried. One of the Lieuts. of the Adams has got leave
of absence and if Com. Elliot is insistent I shall be relieved from the
Shark, particularly as the 2nd Lt. is my friend and has generously declared
that he will not object to my coming on board on the level of my rank,I am
genoir to him. I shall endeavor to make some arrangement which will not
try his friendship so far, In all cases, be satisfied my health is perfectly
restored since the warm weather and I have every hope of getting a more
comfortable berth soon. I hope you did not neglect to beg Mrs. Totten to
write by the Havre packet with regard«to your health, there is no other good
way of writing in the summer except by a vessel of war coming directly out.
We expect the United States daily. The Fourth Auditor has treated me shabb=-
i}y; will not allow my sea pay to commence until the day on which I reported
myself on board the Potomac though I was on duty within three weeks or
litile more of the time that all the others were and they receive their
pay from the day thet reported themselves to Com. Elliot at New York., He
has refused my inland travelling expenses but I lill have a lawsuit with
him for the 30 dollarz which will be the difference.T am glad vou are not
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THE WESTERN MAILS

Campbell Papers
Risvold Collection

[John Catron to Hobert Campbell]

Lexington Uet, 13, 1832

Dear Sir

Er w'f‘ iy, Vanderburg the Clerk of the American Fur Co, drow
a Hill ol Exchange on P, Cheanteau Agt, for said Company in Tavour of
Geoorjc rnmis for the ~um of $4473.50 cts payatle at sight--This monoy
was for furs my Lrother sold to the Am, Fur Copl and the dralt was
in Innis's favour, bub with instructlons to pay me the money- Mr
Cheauteau has refused payaecnt, and the Bill 1s returned proteated uy
the iiotary ==

How Sir, ir Ennls informs me that you had a dralt or Eill of
Exchanme drawn by same Vanderburgh aa Clerk of Am. Fur Co. on suame
Chooutunu for n large amount = I will thank you to let me lmow whother
Mr Cheauteau hms protested your DBlll also=- or has he pald 1t? -- Le
plonsed to ndvisc me what steps to take to 0t my money from thom as
they certainly heve my Sro's furse= Is Vmderburgh the Clerk for Sald
Compnny and uas he power or authority to draw on the Arent of the
Company {or money? If you got your money from the Company, be so good
as to leb mo know witat mceans you used, so that I may resort to tho soame=-=-
I wrlte to you, becmse M1 George lnnis sayd--you will do any thing in
your power for a nan lmposed on as I have beon--Please writc to me as
soon as poasible Your Triend

Johin Catron
#r Robert Campbell Bro:her of linatree [? ]‘ Catron
[Addressed:] Mr Robt, Campbell
St,. Louls

liissouri




« Re fiwee of the North, Moorkead, Miam., in K6e5

WHITE SWAN & PLUCK This was a small sidewheeler,of only

E 3
36 tons, buflt at Brainard on the Upper Upper Mississippi

in 1878 and named the WHITE SWAN.Because of low water the
boat was cut in two lengthwise and transported by railroad
to Fargo in October of the same year. She was rebuilt and
put into the Red River Trade for the Alsop Line. The Pluck
was dismantled in 1886,

The little white boat in the picture post card is the PLUCK.

The cover shown below was used from Fargo,Dakota Territory
about 1878/79 at the time the boat went into service under
the new name PLUCK.

*The Upper Upper Mississippi was all of the river north of
St ,Anthony Falls,
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INLAND WATERWAY MARKINGS

QUEBEC

1827 1837
LAKE CHAMPLAIN MAIL

STEAM-PACKET, FRANKLIN
CAPT R. W. SHERMAN
LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Platisburge,

Part danr)

NEW YORK
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Fort ﬂllun'-‘-'_‘\

The Steam Packet “Fronkiin" was built ot St Albans, VYt
in 1B27, Lenglh |62', Beam 22, Disploceman! 350 tons,
speed !0 miles per hour and o 75 horsepower engine. She wgs
used until retired ot the end of the |837 season ond dismon-
tied in 1838, She ron between St John, Quebec ond White-
hall, N.Y., and touched at many ports on Loke Champlgin.

The "B" was opplied ot aither Wniteholl or Albany, the
theoretical pioce would be Whitehall where letters would be
turned over by the “Frankiin® to the Postmaster ot Whitehall
ond which would be where the letter entered the LLS. mail.
The rote, IE% cents, was for o distonce of |50-400 miles.
Congress declared aoll inland novigable woters fo be post
roods in IB23. The distance by stage from Whitehaoll to Al-
bany wos obout 78 miles which would hove token o rate
of 10 cents, 30 - 80 miles, or If betwsen BO-150 miles, 125
cants. Howaver Lake Chomplain waters were post roads and
the distance from Port Kent to Albany wos between (50 and
400 miles, making the rate IB},; cents,

From Port Kent, N.Y. Nowv. |5, 1833,
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The FAR WEST also used
this same envelope as
illustraTED. Both of
the covers are from
the same correspond-
ence,Sept.5 and 10,
1871. Note on the FAR
WEST refers,most like-
ly,to the F.V.Hayden
surveying expedition
of 1871 .Probably writ-
ten onboard the boats
and dropped off at Fort
Sully,D.T.See the only
two other covers known
from the FAR WESt in
this collection. The.
FAR WEST cover repro-
duced here is from

the Ken Stack collect-
ion.

THE WESTERN MAILS

NORTHWEST
Eransportation Company.

- .

NELLIE PECK.
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NELLIE PECK, was one of several mountain steamboats,owned by the
Northwest transportation Co including the famed FAR WEST. These
boats are also listed under ownership of the Missouri River Tran-
sportation Co. and the Peck Line.

Lho e meE TRAWSFORTATION 0O
Syeamer BIG HORX,

T mast cmiignl o L . s, Petiors hae

I
I
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Steamer BIG HORN.This was a stern-wheeler, owned and operated by

the Missouri River Transportation Co.,in the upper Missouri trade.
It was the 4th steamboat to bear the name.Sunk on the upper Missouri,
near the mouth of the Poplar River May B,1883.Postmarked at Bismark.
Dakota Territory Aug.25,1882.Addressed to E.B.Vincent at Ft.Sully.
SEE FAR WEST cover and letter to the same man,both apparently,in the
same hand,regarding "wood" taken on at "Bull Berry Island".



allla

no cancel (9-10/71)
“Northwestern Transportation Company Stcamer Far West™ corner card

Grand River, Dak. (Oct 7, 1872)
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Steamboat ALBANY was a sternvheeler of 42 tons,built

at Ottawa,Minnesota in 1860.Its home port was Saint
Paul,operating on the Minnesota River.Abandoned ir
1882. Letter was written by Albert Clifford, an
officer or crev member,to his brother.The following

is from the letter datelined " On Board Steamer ALBANY
Minnesota River April 7 Midnight [1864]".After pers-
onal matters ,he goes on ® there are several R.R.[rail
roads] in process of contruction of and will be for
several years now unless the Indians scalp us - our
Emigration has commenced we bring up loads of emig-
rants every tripup this valley.----I left Mankato

this evening ve are laying up it is so dark our Steam-
boat so heavily loaded ve dont consinder it safe to

run it tile day light....Albert"™.

NOTE on cover - "The Winnebage Indians are on three of
our Steamers going down the river and to the Missouri.”
Folwell in his HISTORY OF MINNESOTA says " On May 4,1864
the steamer DAVENPORT took on 770 head...the following
day 540 persons were put on board the steamboat NORTHER-
NER.In all there were 46,880 Sioux,Chippewa,Menominee,
of which 2,000 were Winnebagos.Most were taken to Crow
Creek,Dakota Territory,
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EADING THE I1RON
““HORSE FROM THE
3 ATLANTIC TO
THE
PACIFIC.

: HEADGUARTERS :
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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Unusual illustrated cover of a mail contractor used from Washington,
D.C.,April 30 1868 to Carthage,Illinois. Because it is addressed to a

postmaster it was carried FREE.
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RURAL FREE DELIVERY.

R.F.D. MAY 12 1903 GENEVA, IOWA to Basel,Switzerland,where
it arrived May 26th,as per postmark. It was fourteen days in
transit.A postal history GEM!
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R.F.D. LINEVILLE,OCT 28 1901 IOWA to New York,N.Y. A regis-
tered cover,bearing a perfect copy of the B cent stamp of
the PAN AMERICAN EXPOSITION ISSUE,plus a 2 cent of the reg-
ular 1894 issue,paying the 10 cent rate.Another GEM!
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RAMPART , ALASKA.Located on the Yukon River about 165
West Southwest of Fort Yukon . The post office wvas
established July 2,1898 .Cover shown was used AUG
16 1905.
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OHIO & MISSISSIFPI RIVERS

DIABA. Side-wheeler of 563 tons. Bu at Jeffersonville,
Indiana in 1857. Operated in the L ille-New Orleans trade.
Ran a race with the BALTIC in Marc 1838 which is one i

)ating. The Baltic won
Diana was abandonad in

r
the classics in the history of ste

the race by | hour and 45 minutes.
1867.
Mississippi April

Cover shown was postmarked at
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o I

Cairo on the

1928 Lhe BOnch
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UPPER MISSOURI RIVER

Begular Missonri Biver Pasiesger Sloamsr

“BENTON,"

D. MARINER, Masier

BENION Stern-wheeler of about 400 tons. Built ar Pitrsburg in
1875. This was one of the famed "mountain boats™ owned and

operated by T.C.Power & Bros. Block P Line. It had a long and
remarkable career during the Indian Wars and the pioneer days
in the Dakota and Montana Territories. She sank on July 18,1897

after running into the drawbridge at Sicux City.

BENTON LINE. /:s-»:_

-

Steamers. .§’ < b+ E{;E:t%::ﬁ'
BENTON. \ T”"Mf--—,
HELENA.

BUTTE.
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REVERSE SIDE OF COVER SHOWN ABOVE.

T'l_:






M




THE WESTERN MAILS

U.5.5.WACHUSETT
OFF CALLAO,PERU

"15th August 1880. My dear Mother, Last moncday 1 went toLima in the
11 eclock train and returned at 2 P.M.While there I had my picture
taken,made & fev purchases and arranged for & trip over the Oroya R.
Road for tuesday,the company furnishing us transportation gratus. The
next morning we had our coffee and eggs at 5:30 and left the ship at 6.

The "Favorite" a reguler locomotive inminiture with the tender turned
into a crystal cab which will seat 10 persons came down to Callao and at

7 we start.At Lima we are reinforced by3 officers and an American gent-
leman ,Mrr Scofield,vho acted as guide,this gave us a party of 9 - at 7:30
we are of f. To Santa Clara the road runs through a rich valley - the water
being of the Rimac river being used for irrigation,here is a large sucar
mill and a plantation of 20,000 acres.At Chosica isa very nice hotel
with an Americzn landlord,a cecided change has taken place in the climate
though only ZB00 feet above the sea,the mist and moisture of Lima has
givenway to blue sky andé lovely temperature,a cup of coffee and chat with
some of the boarders and we are off again.Cocachacra is an Indian tovn not
directly on the line of the road and we donot stop.San Bartolome i=s of the
same character the station being about 2 miles from the town,here we turn
our engine around and,our hard climbing realy begins;in this locality
about 7000 persons died during the construction of the road from the Oroya
malarial fever caused by turning up the nevw ground, Eucalyptuc trees vere
planted and the trouble at once stopped.Since leaving home I have seen
several places vhere the planting of these trees have entirely eradicated
&1l kinds of malarial troubles,and their introduction at some of our infe-
cted points might prove a great advantage.The road now winds up the gide
of the mountain and we shoot through tunnels and around curves shorter
than any I have ever gone over under.steam before,;in fact there is notz
straight piece of track to be found on thisend of the road and the grace
rises 4% feet inevery 100 and in two place 5 feet.The Viaducto Agua de
Verrugas,Supported bridge over the water of Verrugos, is the second high-
est bridge in the world,it was built by a Baltimore company the iron
being made at Phoenixville Pen. - it is 620 feet long and 254 feet high, At
this season of the year the river is a unservable little stream not over 2
feet wide,but in January it becomes a rushing mountain torent, the struct-
ure is a masterpiece of Engimeering skill.Surco is a very pretty Indian
town located ina rich valley a short distance back from the road and as
seen froman elevation tvo hundred feet higher is one of the prettiest
views on the road. 10:30 and we are at Matucana.This is a large town with

& good Hotel kept by a Conneticut Yankee with a French woman for a wife,our
ride and the pure air of 7788 feet has given us an appetite and eleven of us
{our Engineers and the road Master join in)sit down to a breakfast that I
had ordered by telepraph the day before,ané of vhich there was nothing
left,vwe had 7 courses,2 bottles of claret and 2 of beer,the hill for the
whole thing amounting to $4.80,considerably cheaper than it would have
been at Mount Washington the top of which is 1554 feet lower. At 11:45 we
start again still going up the mountain by a winding path till we reach
Tambo de Viso({Inn of the elevated spot)the only Inn I saw was a wvater tank,
here our assent changes the mountain side is laid out in inclined terraces
and the track come together forming a ¥ with a switch so that you go ahead
up one side and back up the other,there are 5 of these ¥s to reach Chicla.The
The town of San Mateo lies in a valley some two hundred feet below the track
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Str.IRON CITY No data on this boat but it was operating
on the Missouri in 1866.Corner card and illustration of

a sidewheel steamboat indicates that it was.a SAINT LOUIS
AND ARKANSAS RIVER PACKET.Used from FORT RICE DAK MAY 17 -
no year date but in the 1860 period.

IDA STOCKDALE.This vas a sternvheeler of 377 tons,bullt
at Pittsburgh,Pa.,in 1867.The cover and letter were
written onboard the Steamboat LUELLA route up the
Missouri to Fort Benton - *Str Luella July 1st/67....Very
unexpectly I have a chance to send you a letter.. .We have
just met and hailed a boat [IDA STOCKDALE] on her return
trip,ve will be together for a fev minutes.I am about 300
miles below Fort Benton,will get there some time this
summer -1if our future luck is to be like our past has been
I cant say vhen I will reach Benton but I hope in8 or 10
days. ..". Thus the cover vas carried by the IDA STOCKDALE
to FORT RICE DAK where it entered the mails "Jul 8" 1867.
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[ FRANK A. BLOWERS,
Muskray nﬂll.lidnﬁla! -
wamisﬁ u‘“ - prioa. Il'lti
“ dmtcluhthum'mnn ¥& reinrn to

Winnebago City, — Minnesota. J

WINNEBAGO CITY ,Fairbault County. Post Office estab-
lished February 13,1857, Name changed to WINNBAGO
February 28,1905 .Cover bears the corner card " If he
don't catch them in ten days return to", Frank Blowers
a fur trader. Postmarked February 11,1901.

The Ouly Publicstion of s
Inthe World. € § 6 @ @

HUNTER*- |
TRADER~
TRAPPER,

GALLIPOLIS, OIIO.

A Journal of Infarmation _
——Fot—o L GRE | ey

Hunters, Traders and Trappers.
51 a Year, 10c a Copy. Al narg . 1

[y
b ’




‘photo above. The cover shown was used Dec.28,1888 - almost two years to the
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POST OFFICE

George E. Bartlett’s lamous trading
post at Wounded Knee, 18586

The figure on the right
is postmaster Bartlett.
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WOUNDED ENEE,DAKOTA TERRITORY

ost Office was established December 22,1886,at the
Bartlett,on Wounded Knee creek,Shannon County, in
was the site of the massacre of the Big Foot band of Sioux
airy on December 29,1890.Geoc.Bartlett was the first
Marshall. At the time,Wounded Knee consisted of only a few s he
ses and the log trading post,bearing the sign over its door - POST OFFICE See

e cay
when this tragedy ended the thirty years war for the western plains,which began
at New Ulm.Minnesota and came toa climax in the screaming and gunfire that was
Wounded Knee. The day of the buffalo and the Indian were passing into history.
"BURY MY HEART AT WOUNDED KNEE" could very well be their epitaph on the monn-
ument that marks their grave at Wounded Knee.




STEAMBOAT OKANAGAN

The OKANAGAN was built in 1907 and
operated for the Columbia & Okanagan
Steamboat Company. She was the biggest
and best-appointed of the upper Columbia
River fleet. On the night of July B, 1915, while
lyving at anchor at Wenatchee, the NORTH
STAR caught on fire. Within a very few
minutes the OKANAGAN, COLUMBIA and
the CHELAN also went up in flames. All four
boats were atotal loss and put the Columbia
& Okanagan Steamboat Company out of
husiness,

]
cﬂl.u

WASHINGTON

Wenais hee

The cover shown befow bears the only recorded marking of the steamboat OKANAGAN. It apparently was
placed on board the boat at Penticton, British Columbia where it was canceled as illustrated above which
spells out PENTICTON & OKANAGAN LANDING, RP.O. [River Post Office]. On entering the regular mails it

was forwarded to Berlin, Germany collect.
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Scott County

Established and organized Dec. 21, 1837, County seat is Davenport but only after
hotly contested efforts on the part of Rockingham and Buffalo failed. This page
is wnusual, in exhibiting examples of all three earlier names of the post office
serving !hffaln. Severnl Iowa offices have been kmown by two or three but seldom
four names. Mather N. Bosworth was the first and only postmaster of Clarks Ferry
(12 Apr 1838) and Glem Dale (26 Jun 1839), succeeded by Caleb H. Cardner when the
of fice became West Buffale (4 Oct 1841). Changed to Buffalo 15 Jul 1857,

In 1833 Captain Benjamin W. Clark, a mative of Virginia, who had settled and made
some improvements on the Illinois shore, moved across the Missisalppi and commen-
ced a settlement. He made the first "claim", erected the first cabin, broke the
first ground, and raised the first produce in the county, His nearest neighbors
at this time, upon the Iowa shore, then called the "Black Hawk Purchase", were at
Burlington and DuBuque. In 1836, Captain Clark laid out the town of Buffalo, it
being the first town regularly laid out in the county. He succeeded in building
up quite a village; but there was much need of flouring and lumber mills, and in
1836 he erected, near the mouth of Duck Creek, the first saw mill in this part of

; Iowa.
¥ P —— Woodrow W, Westhalm Call
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

PATRIOTIC GOVERS

HOWE MADE PATRIOTIC COVER,POSTMARKED "PORT ROYAL S.C.
PPR 12 64."
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VIEW OF FORT SUMTER IN CHARLESTON,S.C.HARBOR,FROM ROUNDOUT TO
EAST DAVENPORT,N.Y. THE CONFEDERATE ATTACK ON APRIL 12,1861,
MARKED THE BEGINING OF THE CIVIL WAR.



HIS LIFE AND TIMES

THE NAVY

U.5.Steam Sloop PAWNEE.

Cover prepaid with the ~

3 cent stamp of the 1856 1860 - 1865
issue an d postmarked

at BALTIMORE Md SEP 14 -

STEAMBOAT. No year date.

U.S.Sloop of War JAMESTOWN.

Cover addressed by Guy H.
Avery who vas acting Master
U.S.Navy fromOct.14,1861
to Aug.6,1862, vhen he was
dismissed - no reason given
in Register U.S.Navy 1782
to1882.Carrier rate paid
with 1¢ and 3¢ stamps of the
1861 issue.Postmarked at
PHILADELPHIA Pa JUN 2 1862.
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MICHIGANS FIRST TWO POST OFFICES

Rev. Isaac McCoy was an Indian agent and Baptist missionary
vho spent his life working for the Indians.The letter is in
reference to a shipment of provisions and other articleson
board the Schooner Genl.Jackson.That the tozt had lost its
anchor and main cable and was vnable to land the freight.The
writer charly Noble,had seen the Governor at Detroit " who
appeared pleased with the flattering condition of your est-
ablishment and commended in the highest terms the zeal with
vwhich you engaged in so great a vork" ,building an Indian
mission on the Grand River.
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FRENCH TOWN,M.T. vas established on the River Raisin April
1,1808,under orders of the Postmaster General.It was the
second post office established in the Michigan Territory,
petroit being the first.This is the only cover recorded
with the name spelled with two words in RED,postmarked on
pacember 5,1823 - rated 124 postage.
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; GENERAL PHIL SHERIDAN'S APPROVAL ON BILL

[ : PRESENTED BY THE CARD BROS, FOR SCOUTING
| FROM MURFREESBORO TO CHATTANOOGA TENN,
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THE WESTERN MAILS

Sioux City Iowa Oect 26th 1863

Hon James Wright
Secretary of State

Sir
According to my instructions I forwarded to
your address, by express, on yesterday the Poll Books for the election
held on the 13th inst by the following Iowa Soldiers connected with Gen
Sully's Indian expedition - Detachment of 6th Rest at Fort Randall( 2
books ) Detachment of 7th Regt at Fort Randall ( 2 books ), Co I of 7th
Reg (Sioux City cavalry) 2 books and Co B, Dakota Cavalry ( 1 book ) -
These books were packed in one package with the books forwarded by Mr.
Leving Comd for State troops and the charges paid for which I hold the
Express Company's receipt-

One poll book for Co. B Dak, cavalry was forwarded by the mail by the
Jjudges- In company 'A' Dak. Cav, I found but two lIowa voters & they
voted with Detachment of the 7th at Ft Randall where they were stationed
at that time -

The 2Znd Nebraska Cavalry I found scattered from Omaha City to Ft
Pierre over 450 miles in extent and on both sides of the Missouri river-
and was unable to be present with any Company on election day - Most of
the Companies were on their march homeward and expected to be able to
vote in their respective towns

However I furnished to Maj Rearman in command of one battallian comp-
rising all the companies where time had not expired - Maj. Rearman is
now at Omaha City and I have not heard from him but I presume the matter
was properly attended to and the books forwarded by mail according to my
directions -

I cannot close this communication without saying something of the
difficulties under which I have labored in the performance of these d
duties - The soldiers were scattered in small detachments all the way
up to Fort Pierre 150 miles from this place, and most of them on the
march for this place through a country which is mostly a wilderness in-
fested by roving squads of Indians more hostile & dangerous than ever
sinece Sully's great battle - There was no safety in moving outside of
camp any where except as protected by an escort which could not always
be procured and transportation could not be furnished by the military
for all they had and more too was needed to withdraw our troops and
their stores from the Indian country to the various points where they go
into winter quarters = I am bound to say that the officers furnished me
with all the facilities in their power but these were very inefficient -

Mr, Edmonds the commissioner for the 6th Cavalry who left this place
nearly three weeks before the election & succeeded in reaching Fort Fierre
has not yet been able to return but will doubtless arrive here sometime
this week = lle has had many adventures & will have some hard but true
stories to tell., I annex below my bill - made out for the full distance
from Des Moines- I observed last year that others, who did not ( as I did)
deliver their returns in person charged and were paid for full mileage

In my own cas¢ such payment will but little more than pay me for money
actually paid out, not allowing even one dollar per day for time actually
spent to say nothing of actual neglect of my business-

Please make out my warrant and hand it to H.,N.Deway Esq who is author-
ised to receipt for me- T sm Sl

Very truly/Your Obedient Servant

JsCeColloskins
Coéﬁzssionar? for Elections ete



"San Juan de Bonavista"

Letter reporting the battle of BUENA VISTA by an Illinois soldier to hisgirl
friend Alma S.Fletcher,under date of "Saltillo March 4th 1847".

"Doubtless dearest you have heard before this,that we have had a great battle
near this place - and perhaps youmay feel a 1ittle anxious to hear from some of us
who were engaged in it - You recollect that in my last letter I mentioned the re-
port that Santa Ana [General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna] was near us but that I did
not believe it,nor ¢id I but sure enough - in a few days afterwards he did come- &
came eith an army the size of which made him confident of sucess - Our army had every
man in it been fit for duty - did not exceed 5000 - 500 at least ,of whom were in town
& sick - while Santa Ana's own report of his own strengt: made it 21000 - while
many of the Mexican prisoners called it 25000 - Our army,under Genl Taylor [Zachary])
& Wool [Genl.John E. ] occupies a position some B or 9 miles from here which - though
a strong one - would not have enabled him to keep off aN American Army for three hours
~ The battle commenced in the afternoon of the 22nd of Feby - Santa Ana - before the
commencement of the battle - had sent into Genl Taylor asking him to surrender & that
he & his men should be well treated - Taylor's answer was that of the Sparten Leinidas
at Thermopyla - "come & take us" - OQur priscners say that Santa Anna promised them
that they should breakfast in our camp & take dinner in Saltillo - but he was sadly
mistaken - For three hours on the afternoon of the 22d the firing from the Mexican
cannon & musketry was incessant - but only two of our men were wounded & both but
slightly - But in the morning of the 23d commenced the the battle - a harder
fought battle was never known & never did men distinguish themselves more than did
the gallant volunteers - for it was exclusively a volunteer fight and though all did
extremly well - yet by all the palm is awarded to Illinois - Nobly did the two regi-
ments [1st and 2nd ] from our state sustain the reputation that they have won by their
previous conduct - Oh - that I could weild the pen of a Clay [Henry] - a Webster
[Daniel] - that I might do justice to a description of this battle - which has
covered our state with glory - But alas! while the nation rejoices at a victory the
yreatest ever won by American arms,she has to mourn the loss of many of her best &
bravest sons - Our own Colaonel John J.Hardin - than whom a better & braver man never
lived - is no more - He had already on that fatal field won by his intrepidity - a
reputation - equal - if not superior to that of any other on the field though there
were many old & distinguished officers in the battle - He made several charges that
day & he was always at the head of the column in a charge & the last in the rear in a
retreat - and had it not been for that last unfortunate charge he had been yet alive
- the beloved - I might almost say the idol of his men - but in his last charge he was
suddenly apposed by ten times his own force - & was forced to retreat- but he was the
last - had he retreated among the first - as his wound - which he had previocusly
received would have permitted him to do with honor - he might - say - in all probabil-
ity ,would have escaped - but no - he knew not fear - he would stay - & we have to
mourn the loss of the best officer in this army - but he as he died not unavenged - as
for the death of a Mexican can atone for that of a man like our Colonel he himself -~
after he fell ,killed three with his pistols & the lance with which he was stakbed
lay beside himnearly half cut off by a saber stroke - Oh he wvas a good man and a
brave - never was there an officer more beloved by his men & by his fellow officers
than John J.Hardin - I could write all day on this sad but interesting subject - but
time and space will not permit. Many cther distinguished officers,also, on that
memorable day - Col Yell[Archibald] of Arkansas - Col Clay [Henry Jr. son of Senator
Clay] of Kentucky & many other equally distinguished men -+ Now after this
digression - let me go back to continue my description of the battle - during the
whole of the 23rd from sunrise till dark the fight continued with 1ittle or no cess-
‘ation - & wvhen the approach of darkness forced both armies to draw off it was not
known that either side had g{ained] any decided advantage - "Our battalion" that
is my - & another - had been stationed in town during the battle - as all the provis-
ions & amunition etc was here - and a more uneasy set of mortals you never saw — I
really beleive that there was not a man in the company who did not wishto be with our
regiment - T know, that for one,tho not fond of fighting, wished most earnestly that







———. = R T T T

B o seigatiroe— bobo Brusl slatio— lemﬁ_
2 e g iisen sk Kt mst il LoD
t B s ot l sy lpe s Ll ﬁ'ﬁ_lz.m-’—@ﬁ‘w

w e

4"'{‘, jiZerre— ]
§ ; }w/__ @Z G e _

7 i N
1§ r> 4 E’mx_ﬁCJ ' 7, q_m-"—-/z"“——

. = .
LY —_ - - e \ L - \': [l O %
oy gw- % Ja.c-d"'—cz}?‘a'

4

, Vil " oot sty

. Y
VAL

B T




™ - & =
T T T
)

WA Hhe T b A g
E A R il X L33
- '1 L ‘ ' .

e <F RSN

BugustsoI G ta Ty B£ pass i d K 2
on - P = !
¢ m, n'_'a_j& .-A?Aa[&#t-— Pre LBtz zote. 3{_'4‘&1— )

ks ijﬂtrfwﬁ.a o ,2‘:74; la i T tue WL # o Fan

s ol Hee ti tsriey wleste Yit wd— X
7 war:uﬂ.ﬁ:://ﬁzm-& agg,.»f".'ft A Selter— diged

e

"7-54 23l f#--‘— %ﬂw%gz_mﬁz_gﬂﬁg W Lt Lt

r . C Gr :'?.r_'-' -:'T__';’ i (ﬁ_m‘iﬁh—- 7

r 2irg . § ¢ ] . : -
o i 2 R PRI T
y " A
".:“;. .: /

4 _. ."",6 e-r/#rjvﬂ Pgpe_ St M Al H T kg ia
! T - P : N | ‘%’M—im-t_—_ M“l 3/{4(&{_‘“——

» R é&i B
el Ol UL UL M oge i cl‘geﬁuﬂf-f‘




THE WESTERN MAILS

Az A A7)
{ {w« ;fz‘;f

K
S LMol

%«vm 135 Euwrl ;f;[ﬁ I

é‘_' él 3{ .‘/f ' *-}f PRRTE il
- lfﬁ 1t 2

RUSSTAN AMERICA —(ALASKA TERRITORY?)

Dislanes from
WasmxaTor

BN o 1 0 e *4,770 miles,

® {Ntatwim wllen ) els Mo T Lake o0, UHal 'Terdisey, anid Has Foascisco, Califienbe

SITKA, RUSSIAN AMERICA Originally Sitka was a village of the Tlingit Indians. In 1804 the
Russians, under Alexander Baranov, defeated the Indians and seized the village in retaliation for
the massacre of the Russians at St. Michael in 1802. Baranov built a fort at the site and named it
New Archangel and made it the capitol of Russian America. However the common usage of the
name SITKA has prevailed to this day.

Russia sold Alaska to the US, in the spring of 1867 for the sum of 7,200,000 dollars. The
formal transfer took place on October 18, 1B67 concluding the second largest real estate
transaction in history — second only to the Louisiana Purchase,

The cover shown above bears the earliest known postmark from Alaska — November 8, 1867
— just three weeks after the US. took possession. The official List of Post Offices in the United
States for 1868 gives the location of SITKA as in RUSSIAN AMERICA. See above.
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U.S.S.RESACA. This was the naval ship that carried the

Commission to Sitka,R.A.,tonegotiate the sale and trans-
fer from Russia to the United States in the spring of 1867.
On October 18,1867 Russian America became Alaska Terri-
tory.See William White letters and covers in this collec-

tion.
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In the letter Corbett writes:"...And hope to see L//?M—

you soon when I shall be better able to explainm

all.” There has always been the question whether HIS LIFE
Booth shot himself,but Boston Corbett claimed
that he shot him. AND TIMES
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

NEW YORK Feb.lst 1895,

"Your favor of the 29th ult.was received yesterday.Yes! I commanded
the detachment of the 16th N.Y.Cavalry that captured Booth and
Harold two of the assassins of President Lincolm;and will give a
short account of the affair.On the 24th day of April 1B65 - I was
detailed in charge of 25 mounted men of my Regiment to go in per-
suit of the assassins of the President of the U.S. Up to that time
only Mrs.Surratt,Paine,f& Atzerot had been arrested - the principal
murderer (Booth) was still at large.After mounting my Command,I pro-
ceeded to the office of the then provost Marshal of the District of
Columbia Col.L.C.Baker - obtained Photographs of the assassins, and
marched down to the 6th St.wharf,and after placing 3-days Forage
aboard the steamboa't J.S.Ide Sailed down the River to “Belle Plain®,
where at midnight I landed my Command.I then proceeded towards
Fredericksburg,Va.on the Rapanhannock River,and about 4 a.m. of the
25th I learned that the 16th N.Y.Cav had just passed up on the north
side of the River.So I determined to go on to Port Conway & push up
toe F'bg [Fredericksburgl.on the South side of the River,at the Ferry
about 6 ock in the evening.l got information from the Ferryman's wife
that put me on the track of the assassins - I arrested her husband,
after he had Ferried the men and myself across the Rappahannock and
compelled him to guide me to Bowling CGreen,& To the house of Mr.Gold-
man,where his wife had told me the assassins had gone the previous
evening:;arriving at the outskirts of Bowling Green,I left all the men
but 8 and surrounded Goldman's House,after a little delay [ arrested
a man Capt.Jett who had been in Booth's company the previous evening
and who had met Booth & Harold at the Ferry.I read Stanton's proclam-
ation to him - threatened him with instant death if he did not reveal
the hiding place of Booth. he told me where he had left Booth the
previous evening.Il arrested him & compelled him te guide me to the
Garett farm,where Booth & Harold were in hiding - Om arriving near
the Carrett house about & a.m. the 26th April,I surrounded the
buildings & outbuildings,and finding that Booth & Harold were in the
Barn I demanded their surrender;Booth at first denied that there was
any one but himself in the Barn,but finally admited that “"another man
wanted to surrender awful bad" - I advised him to do likewise,he
refused and ask me to draw my men up 50 paces and give him a chance
for his life;I refused,he said "another spot on glorious banner" ect
gct - I ordered the barn fired but as Booth threatemed the Corporal
who was preparing to fire the building,I told him to desist intend-
ing to throw both doors open when daylight appeared and enter with
men from both ends of the building - in the mean time I placed Serg-
eant Corbett & other men around the barn anm had personally taken
Harold out when suddenly I heard a shot as coming from the inside &
throwing the door open I entered the burning barm which had been
fired by some men in the rear of the building,and grasping Booth
under the arms as he was falling,with other of my men,pulled him out,
and removed him to the varanda of the Garrett house,where he died 2
hours afterwards. Serg.Boston Corbett shot without orders,and
reported to me afterwards that Booth was aiming his carbine at me at
the door,as I was in act of taking Harold out of the barn;only one
shot was fired,and that was by Corbett.I justified him in his act,
altho I intended to take Booth alive.I brought the body of Booth &
the Prisoner Harold to Washington D.C. & turned both over to the
Gunboat Montauk then in Washington,D.C. Yours in haste

E.P.Doherty late Capt.l6th N.Y.Cav."
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