Greyhounds of the Sea

GUIDING STAR British clipper. Operated in the Australian trade. Cover
carried from Melbourne to London - July 4 to Oct. 17th, 1855.

OLIVER LANG British clipper - 1853/59. Operated in the Australian trade
for the Black Ball Line. Cover carried from Adelaide, South Australia to
Scotland - Aug. 15 to Nov. 28, 1855.



Greyhounds of the Sea

RED JACKET Cover originated at Adelaide,South Australia
G:(R‘q’ on January 2,1856.The 6 pence stamp paid the letter to
AR Liverpool as per backstamp "AUSTRALTAN PACKET/LIVERPOOL/
*(LBIE;P&].Z Ap H/Eﬁ" in black. The 5d accountancy mark in red was
\\ \P3 } applied in Adelaide for carriage by private ship from
A JED Adelaide to Melbourne where it was picked up by the RED
‘q(_,\&\':' JACKET. Thus it was 5 pence COLLECT.

Clipper Ship “Red Jacket” in the Nesdles Channel
teter Lanthi



Greyhounds of the Sea

STARR KING American clipper 1854/62. Both covers shown were carried
from Hong Kong to San Francisco where they arrived on Dec. 4, 1857 and
were placed in the Post Office on Dec. 5th. The ship was 52 days from Hong
Kong. Note red handstamp of the forwarder “Jas. Stephenson.”

Cover shown above was rated “SHIP 5" — 2¢ ship fee plus 3¢ postage for
under 3000 miles. The rate for over 3000 miles was 2¢ ship fee plus 10¢
postage.

Cover shown below was rated “SHIP 6" — 2¢ ship fee plus 2¢ local
postage plus 2¢ extra at port of call only. This fancy SHIP 6 is often referred
to as a clipper ship cancellation although it appears on mail carried by
various types of ships. It was used only at San Francisco and was
discontinued Feb. 27, 1861.




Greyhounds of the Sea

JOSEPH PEABODY Medium clipper 1856/74. Built at South Boston by E. & H.O.
Briggs for Curtis & Peabody and was operated in the China trade. In 1863 she
went under the British flag and about 1874 she was cut down and rerigged asa
bark and her name was changed to Dagmar.

The cover was carried from Hong Kong January 25, 1862 to San Francisco
March 28, 1862 — a voyage of 60 days. The following report is from the Boston
Post under date of April 30, 1862. “Telegraphic News/San Francisco Apr.
26/The ship JOSEPH PEABODY has been forfeited to the government for
smuggling. " In any event the cover was carried outside the mail, either overland
or Panama, from San Francisco to Boston where it entered the P.O. April 24.
Writer of letter notes “This vessels mail closes immedeatly & I am off for
Macao.”



Greyhounds of the Sea

LIGHTNING American built by Donald McKay in 1854 for James Baines’ Black
Ball Line. The first of four world famed extreme clippers by McKay for the Black
Ball Fleet. The others were CHAMPION OF THE SEAS - JAMES BAINES -
DONALD McKAY. LIGHTNING holds world’s record for ships under sail - 436
miles in 24 hours. Operated in the Australian - Liverpool - Orient trade.

Cover shoun above was carried from Calcutta to Shanghai in 1856.
Cover shoun below was carried South Australia to France in 1855,
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CHAMPION OF THE SEAS American built clipper, by Donald
McKay in 1854, for James Baines of London. Operated in the Liverpool/
Australian trade for many years. She was employed by the British
Government during the great Sepoy mutiny. Queen Victoria visited
on board before the ship sailed for India with 1,000 troops.

The CHAMPION foundered in a storm off Cape liorn in 1876.

The “Too Late” stamp indicates that the mails had closed and this
extra charge of six pence assured the delivery to the ship before it
sailed. She was ninety one days from Melbourne to Liverpool —
October 26, 1854 to January 25, 1855,



EMMA Canadian built clipper for the White Star Line, operating in the Australian -
Liverpool trade. Cover was carried from Melbourne Dec. 8 | 1855 to England Mar. 26,
1856,

CYCLONE British clipper operating in the Australian trade. Cover was carried from
Sydney, New South Wales to England in 1856,
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Greyhounds of the Sea

C.S.JAMES BAINES. Cover above originated at GEELONG,VICTORIA
NOV.26,1855 and MELBOURNE NOV.27th.It was 100 days to LIVER-
POOL as per postmark MAR 4,1856.

C.S.CHAMPION OF THE SEAS.Cover originated at MELBOURNE JULY 10
1856.It was 96 days in transite as per postmark OCT 13th.The "1 d
is a London P.0. accountancy marking.Bothcovers bear the
AUSTRALIAN PACKET marking of LIVERPOOL.

The transite time for the ships may be a few days less than
the travel time from post office to post office.




Greyhounds of the Sea

C.S.JAMES BAINES. Two fine examples of covers carried by
the JAMES BAINES in- 1856 from SOUTH AUSTRALIA and VICTORIA.
The BAINES sailed August 5th and arrived in Liverpool on
November 21,1856 as per postmarks on face of the covers.
The numeral "3d" on S.Australia cover was the intercolonial
rate paid in cash.The "1d" on the Victoria cover was an
accountancy marking.




Greyhounds of the Sea

KENT & SARDINIAN British Blackwall Clippers. Operated in the
Australian/Liverpool trade. Cover was routed “Per Kent,"” then crossed out
and changed “Too late for Kent so sent by the SARDINIAN." Carried from
Melbourne July 23, 1856 to Liverpool Sept. 11 and thence to destination.

KENT Folded letter originated at Melbourne on February 5andarﬂwdat1.iverpoolqn
May 26, 1854 after a voyage of 111 days. It wasthen forwardedtn&nton,vinthea_tﬂmshm
Niayaru,whereitarﬂwdasperpmtmm'k'ﬂoston%Br.PkLJuns'.meVictomapence
stamp paid the postage to Liverpool, thence 24 cents collect to the U.S. with 19 cents being

the British share.




Greyhounds of the Sea
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INDIAN QUEEN Canadian built clipper operating in the Liverpool/
Australian trade during the late 1850's. The cover shown was carried
from Melbourne, Victoria on May 23rd to Liverpool where it arrived
on September 14, 1854. A double rate letter prepaid with stamps —
a strip of three and a single of the 3 pence, making a total charge of
12 pence.



Greyhounds of the Sea

GOLDA ERA British clipper not yet identified. Pencil notation gives a second choice of ship
“or SALDANHA". Carried from Melbourne on July 4th, and received at destination on October 16,
1854, Block of four of the three pence stamp of Victoria paying a double rate.

MARCO POLO Geelong, Victoria, July 20th, to London via Liverpool, October 20, 1855.
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C.S.0CEAN CHIEF. Cover was postmarked at MELBOURNE on
November 25,1856,with arrival in LIVERPOOL and LONDON
on February 23 and 24,1857 - 91 days in transite.It was
charged 12d as a double rate letter.

C.S.OLIVER LANG. Cover postmarked at MELBOURNE on Aug-
ust 21,1855,with arrival date of November 28th at CORK,
IRELAND. It was 99 days in transite from post office
to post office.A single rate cover.
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GENERAL McCLELLAN American clipper - 1770,
Operated in the New York/California trade. Local use of a
US. ONE CENT POSTAL CARD of the first issue. Note
“carrier” postmark of San Francisco.



Greyhounds of the Sea

GEORGIANA British Clipper in the Australian trade. Cover was carried
frora Melbourne, Victoria Feb. 16, 1859 to San Francisco May 9, 1859, It was
82 days in transit.
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HURRICANE American built extreme clipper - 1851-1876.
Operated in the New York/California/Orient trade. The cover
shown was carried on her fifth voyage from Hong Kong, January
20th, to San Francisco, March 13, 1857. She was fifty one days
in transit. Note forwarding agent's handstamp in red: JAS
STEPHENSON 'COMMISSION/MERCHANT/HONG KONG.



Greyhounds of the Sea

DARING American built clipper - 1855/74. The letter was written on-board the U.S. Ship of War
SAN JACINTO at Shanghai, China Oct. 12, 1856 and was carried to New York by the DARING.




BENGAL P. & O. steamer with auxiliary sail, of 2,185 tons, built in 1853. Monthly
Market Report carried from Calcutta by the Bengal to Suez, Egypt. Thence overland to
Alexandria where it was placed on board a steamer for Marseilles, France. From
Marseilles it went overland to the English Channel and thence by boat to London
where it arrived on February 12, 1863, in the time of 35 days. From London it was
forwarded to the United States by regular mail packet.

Note printed instructions on upper left corner of the Market Report, OVERLAND
MAIL/Per Str. “Bengal” and date in upper right, CALCUTTA, 8th JANUARY, 1863. Also
note clipper ships named in the Report, WITCH OF THE WAVE - WEST WIND -
MORNING STAR.

The Suez Canal did not open until 1869,




Competitors of the Clippers

The wreek of the Colomboe 1862

Saved from the wreck of

oy

the Colombo.,
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COLOMBO In 1859 the Colombo, a
2,127 ton steamer was put on theP. & O.
Line's monthly Australian run.

On a return trip to Singapore in a
fog she struck on Minicoy Island, most
southern of the Laccadives in the Indian
Ocean, 4 AM, November 19, 1862. The
vessel heeled over, the sea entered
through open hatches and she found-
ered. The mail was salved by divers,
some of it being underwater for 3
months. The first salved mail reached
London, the end of December 1862.
From then on London postmarks have

been recorded with the most common date being January 20, 1862. In most cases the adhesive stamps were
lost. The framed cachet SAVED from the wreck of/the COLOMBO, is usually struck in black

This cover from Deep Lead Pleasant Creek, Victoria, New South Wales to Canada via London, shows
adhesives have floated off, and bears the wreck cachet, and also the red manuscript “Lost stamp in Reck™.

The cover bears a red London Jan. 3,62 Paid transit marking on the face. It is backstamped Deep Lead
Pleasant Creek, Oc - 23 '62, also Stawell Oc 23 '62 Victoria, and the receiving cancel St. Mary’s JA ** '63 CW.

(Canada West, now Ontario).

S

Saved | rom the wreck of
the Colombo.
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Greyhounds of the Sea

ORACLE American built clipper of 1196 tons. Built by Chapman & Flint, at Thomaston, Maine,
in 1853. Sold to the British in November of 1862 and renamed YOUNG ENGLAND.

Cover shown above was carried from Canton, China, arriving at San Francisco on September
10, 1860. Captain Wood, to whom the cover is “Politness of", was the Captain of the ORACLE.

DOVER CASTLE Blackwall frigate of 1002 tons built in 1858. The cover shown was carried
from Melbourne June 23, to London where it arrived on September 28, 1860.



Greyhounds of the Sea

“4A large Clipper ship is approaching”
CORTES Famous Gold Rush steamer built in 1852 and operated in the Panama and
San Francisco run by the New York & San Francisco Line and eventually acquired by
Commodore Vanderbilt for the Nicaragua Line. In April of 1862 the CORTES was
chartered by Ben Holladay, the stagecoach king, for the China trade. It was on this

first run to China when this letter was written. The following quotes are from the
letter:
“A large Clipper ship is approaching us and as Captn Dall is going to
endever to get some letters on board I have rushed down to seribble off a few
lines — havegot to close right off as the ship is close upon us — hope to write
you from China in about twenty five days. First days run 98 miles - 2d 214,
3d 199.”

Wm. T. Coleman & Co., to whom the letter is in care of, were operators of clipper
ships. See the cover carried by the CARRIER DOVE and the advertising card in this
exhibit. Wm. T. Coleman was one of the leaders of the Vigilantes in those hectic days of
the GOLD RUSH.

Research may eventually turn up the name of the clipper ship that picked up this
letter at sea and carried it to San Francisco.




Greyhounds of the Sea
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LIGHTNING Folded letter originating at Melbourne on April 10 and arriving at Liverpool
on July 30, 1855 after a voyage of 101 days. Cover bears the quadruple rate of 4 shillings paid
with two pairs of the Victoria one shilling stamps.
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FLYING FISH Extreme clipper built by Donald McKay in 1851. She was lost at
sea in 1858. The cover shown was carried from Hong Kong, May 5, to San
Francisco, arriving on June 22 1858, She was forty ~ight days in transit.



CHAMPION OF THE SEAS extreme clipper of 2447 tons,built by Donald
McKay, for James Baines Black Ball Line in 1854. This cover was
carried on the return trip of her first voyage to Australia,Feb./
Apr.1855 to Liverpool,in 84 days.The CHAMPION wwas abandoned off
Cape Horn,in a sinking condition ,on January 3,1876.cover orig-
inated At Adelaide,South Australia on February 8th,and was carri-

ed to Melbourne by the ship "Pr Havilah" ,where it made connection
with the CHAMPION.

SULTANA was a large clipper of 1308 tons,built by James Nevins,at
Nova Scotia in 1853. Operated in the Liverpool/Australian trade
for the White Star Line and later for the Black Ball line. Cover

shown originated at Geelong,Victoria on February 8,1856, with
arrival at Liverpool on May 21st.
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BOOMERANG a large clipper of 1823 tons,built by T.St.Jean, Quebec,
in 1853, for the BLACK BALL LINE.She was dismasted in the Atlantic
and abandoned,while bound from Mobile to Liverpool in 1856 ,witha
load of cotton - a total loss of ship and cargo.Cover shown origin-
ated at Sydney,N.S.W. .as per postmark,on June 2,1855,with arrival
at Yorkshire,England on September 20th, the day after the BOOMERANG
arrived at Liverpool - AUSTRALIAN PACKET/PAID LIVERPOOL/SP 19/55.
The numeral "5" is an acountancy marking.

WALTER HOOD was a wooden clipper of 936 tons,designed and built by
Walter Hood for the White Star Line of Aberdeen,Scotland,in 1852.
The WALTER HOOD was wrecked near Jervis Bay Lighthouse,New South
Wales,April 27,1870.Her captain and 12 men were drowned. Cover
shown was carried,as a SHIP LETTER, from SYDNEY,N.S.W.,0CT 12,1853,
to London,where she arrived January 7,1854 - 87 days in transit.Jt
was rated "8" pence on arrival - 6p to London + 2p ship fee.The 1lp &
the 2p postage stamps were for the interclonial 3p rate,but it looks
like the ship sailed directly from Sydney?



Greyhounds of the Sea

Mutiny On Board a Clipper

SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS Extreme clipper, of 2,421 tons, built by Donald McKay in
1852. The Sovereign was one of the best known of all the clippers and operated mainly
in the Australian and China trade. She was wrecked on the Pyramid Shoals in the
Straits of Malacca in 1859.

Cover shown was routed “pr Sovereign of the Seas” by the sender. It was then
placed in the Post Office at Ballarat, Victoriaon July 10, 1856 and thence to Melbourne
where it was forwarded to London on July 12th. It was at Ballarat, or more probably,
at Melbourne that the Postmaster rerouted the cover “Via of England By Champion of
Seas” and rated it “Pd 12". On arrival in England, October 18, 1856, it was forwarded to
New York where it received the postmark “NEW YORK NOV 8 AM PACKET" and rate of
“33" cents — 12 cents British and 21 cents U.S. Collect.

McKay built the Sovereign on speculation, not to order, but soon after she was
launched she was purchased by the firm of Funch & Meinke, ship brokers, of New York.
In 1854, while on a voyage from Melbourne to Liverpool, a quarrel broke out between
one of the steerage passengers and a member of the crew. The mate interfered and
placed the sailor in irons thus provoking the crew who threatened to seize the ship
unless their comrade was released. The situation became so serious that the officers,
and some passengers who were armed, had to quell the mutiny by force of arms and
three of the crew were ironed and placed between decks. The Sovereign was sold to
J.C. Godeffroy & Son of Hamburg, Germany shortly after this voyage.



BLACKWALL British clipper type Frigate. Built at the Blackwall Yards in
England in 1850 and wrecked at Morecambe Bay in 1884. Carried from
Melbourne Dec. 27, 1854 to England Mar. 20, 1855.

ANGLESEY Clipper type Blackwall Frigate - 1851/ 1874. Carried from Melbourne
Jan. 19 to London Apr. 26, 1856.



Greyhounds of the Sea

COLDSTREAM British clipper. According to the longitude and
latitude the ship was off the tip of Argentina, enroute to San

Francisco, where the cover was placed in the mails. No year date but
in the 1860's.

JAMES BAINES American clipper built by Donald McKay for the Black Ball

Line of London. Operated in the Liverpool - Australian trade. 1854/58. Cover
carried from Melbourne to England in 1856.



Greyhounds of the Sea
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A y Naval architect and master shipbuilder.

-q e p\& The names of the clippers that he designed
and built reads like a roll call of the
greatest and most beautiful sailing vessels
the world has ever known. Starting with
the STAGHOUND, in 1850, he built thirty
three clippers, ending with the GLORY OF
THE SEAS in 1869, In 1854/55 he built four
clippers for James Baines Black Ball Line
of London — LIGHTNING - CHAMPION OF
THE SEAS - JAMES BAINES - DONALD
McKAY. All four are represented in this
exhibit, as well as the FLYING CLOUD -

SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS - FLYING FISH

- CHARIOT OF FAME.

=

DONALD McKAY This was a large clipper of 2594 tons. It was built in 1855,
by Donald McKay at East Boston, for James Baines Black Ball Line, and was
operated in the Liverpool/Melbourne trade. In 1879 she went under the German
flag and eventually ended her days as a coal hulk at Bremerhaven. The cover
shown was carried by the McKAY from Melbourne, on September 28th, to
Liverpool where it arrived on December 28, 1855 after a voyage of ninety days.



GREYHOUNDS OF THE SEA

. BLACK SWAN & WHITE SWAN Screw-driven steamers with auxiliary
sail operating in the Australian trade for the Australasian
Direct Steam Navigation Company.

Cover shown above was carried by the White Swan from Adelaide,
South Australia,May 19,1858 to Melbourne,Victoria where it
arrived on the 25th of the same month,

Cover shown below was carried by the Black Swan probably from
Melbourne to Hobart Town,Tasmania where it arrived Nov.21,1859
as per red handstamp "SHIP LETTER INWARDS FREE / 21 NO 21 /18539.




Greyhounds of the Sea

SHALIMAR Canadian built clipper. Operated in the Australian
trade for the White Star Line. From Hobart Town, Tasmania to
London in 1855.

WHITE STAR Canadian built clipper — 1854. Flag ship of Pilkington & Wilson's
White Star Line of Liverpool - Australian packets. Cover carried from Melbourne
to England — Aug. 29 to Nov. 27, 1855.
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