
Greyhounds of the Sea

SEA WITCH

"I must down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky,
and all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by."



CLIPPER SHIP MAIL

In the Golden Age ofSail

In the 1840's there appeared on the oceans ofthe world the tallest, fastest, most beautiful sailing
ships the seas have ever known. They were called Clipper Ships, and with the discoveryofgold in
California in 1849, and Australia in 1850, they were to play adominant role in the transportation
and communication of the seas.

These wooden vessels were built for speed, with main masts as high as 180 feet, tremendous
rigging, and carrying as much as 13,000 feet of canvas sail.

They plied the seas, via Cape Horn and Cape of Good Hope, between Liverpool and Melbourne,
New York and San Francisco, establishing records for speed which have never been equalled
under saiL They were no strangers to the sea(X>rts of the world.

Since the American owned ships operated without mail contracts, their letters are
stampless unless they were forwarded after entering the mails at the port of call. The British
ships had mail contracts between Liverpool and Melbourne and the Orient and therefore such
letters often have adhesive stamps of various countries.

Most of these ships bore names which dutch the imagining - such as SEA WITCH -FLYING
FISH - STAG HOUND - HORNET - SANTA CLAUS - FLYING CLOUD· CHARIOT OF FAME­
CHAMPION OF TllE SEAS - YOUNG AMERICA - GLORY OF THE SEAS - HURRICANE - FIERY
CROSS - names that beat upon the remembrance like the night wind against their ghostly sails.

In this exhibit there are covers and letters carried by some of these famous ships including
LIGHTNING, the fastest of them all - 43li nautical miles in 24 hours.

They have all disappeared into the memory of man and not one single wooden clipper of
American make remains. The only true clipper ship preserved for posterity is the CUITYSARKof
GREAT BRITAIN.

The Predecessors of the Clippers

c

GWBE Early American merchant sailing vessel with an average of not over 3 knots
per hour. A "slow boat to Chinaft

• It is said that the Globe "would beat her head three
times against a billow andthenfallq{fandsailaroundit ". Letter is dated at Canton,
China 0/1 April 16, 1834. It arrived at I'hilallelphia after a long and tedious journey of
almost six months.



The Predecessors of the Clippers
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Joshua Rales, One of ~1ch:ay s Fir~1 Pack('t~. Built for
Enoch Train

JOSHUA BATES 1844/72. Fourth ship built by Donald McKay for Enoch Train's
Boston/Liverpoolline of fast mail packets. Passed under the British nag in 1862
and thence operated in the Australian trade for Lowe Kong Meng, a Melbourne
merchant. Condemned at Mauritius in 1872.

The Company La whom the letter is addressed was owned by Seth Low, the
father of A.A. Low & Brother, the owners and operators of many well·known
clippers such as the HOUQUA - ORIENTAL· N.B. PALMER and the SAMUEL
RUSSELL.

Letter is dated at London on December 31, 1853 with no arrival date atNew
York.
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SEA WITCH Famed American clipper - 1846/56. ~lliled for Canton, China Dec. 23, 1846
on her maid£>n vuyage under command of Capt. Itll. Walerman. Cover shown above was
carried on this voyage and bears forwarders mart.ing in red on reverse wFORWARDED
flY /GOODHlIE & CC.lNEW YORK," The SE"A WITCH wa'l 92 days in transit to Canton.

'11(' !')'RA W/TCIf holds ~round till' wn:,ld~ rC'<'nrd for ships under sail. Cover shawn
beluw was ca'-ned on the last leg of this ret;ord voyage from Canton Jan. 8 to New York
March 2f:i, 1849, which is also the record tin e hCl.w~n Canton and New York via Cape:>f
{;oml lIupl'.
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TIlE BALTIMORE CLIPPER

ANN McKIM This ship of 49:3 tons is often called the first clipper. She was built at
Baltirnote in 1833, by Kennard & Williamson, for Isaac McKim and named after his wife
Ann. This was the first large ship to have the sharp lines and heavy rigging of the clipper
Schooners of Baltimore. No expense was spared in making her the finesland fastest sailing
ship afloal. lIer sheathings and fastenings wereofrcd copper and her frame of live-oak. The
caning of her figurehead and stern was beautiful to behold. Her deck sparkled in the brass
of her bells and trimmings which reflected in the polished Spanish Mahogany of her rails
and sJ,:ylighlS. She mounted twelve brass guns for protection against pirates and
marauders In the China sea....

'I'll(' fnld<,d l('lIer is datelined "Qnhd Ship 'Ann McKim'/Woosung Ea.'it Coast of
China ~fJ\', 21, IH4!i~ It W:'L'i carriNI hy th(' ANN McKIM to N('w York wh('rE' it entered the
mails and W;LS ral('d H ('pnLs du(' and 11\('11 dlallJ.('(lto ('i~ht ('('ilL" to pay th(' ship's fee for a
nun-culltract :.hip,
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MARCO POLO One of the first large clipper ships to engage in the
Australian/Liverpool trade. She was a Canadian built vessel, con­
structed by James Smith at Marsh Creek, New Brunswick, in 1850.
The MARCO POLO was the pioneer clipper of the famous Black Ball
Fleet owned by James Baines of London. In 1883 she was beached in
a leaky condition on the north shore of Prince Edward Island where
she broke in two during a storm and was destroyed. Cover shown
above is backstamped "Ship Letler/MelllOurne/Oct. 9, 1852~ and was
received at London December 27th. She was 80 days in transit.
A propaganda cover for "Ocean Penny PosL..
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HORNET Extreme clipper built by
Westervelt & Mackay in 1851. She was
destroyed by nre, en route to San Francisco,
on .January 11, IRH6. The mate had gone
below and somehow his lantern caused an
explosion. The Captain, two passengers
and the crew left the sinking ship in the
long boat and two Quarter boats. The
Captain, in the long boat with 14 others,
reached Hawaii in a pitiable condition
after 43 days. The two Quarter boats, with
16 persons, were ne....er heard from and
apparently perished at sea.

Th~ letter shown is (rom the well­
known fum ofAugustine Heard &Company
trading into China. It was carried from
Canton to New York in a record yoyage of
60 days via the Cape of Good Hope. At New
York it was forwarded to Newport, R.I. The
3t stamp paid the forwarding charge and
is over a numeral 6 which is the ship rate
Chll' em arrival in New York.

•

4~~

('<:r~/:/~/ { /,,,,1 ~
d/h ""/~:'<-tj~ 0:,/"~4_,~/t~7~,..,.?..,;,-1;t-l.6c)"'Cy,..,.-- .,.,.

'"
(_ ?~:; ;5;:>;1

/~~/1'//

~. ~./



Greyhound8 of the Sea

•,•,

I '
.4,"",q, ,. <-l

~_ /:. d!</AJ_:'"","" ,../L. /~""?- _
a,u ;, ,,,. '7 dz"§/L J:~u' /.'v..../~~7 ~~ h../a""'-~

.uZ ,( 1":/ L .. ""d.J -'_r..;r, .£.w97 ~~"d -A~_ ..,;.(..... -/
;;. rl. ~,L. ~;./£,.~ 74.. « 7b..,7;,,,,4.x~./........ 4,r./_T

£....,.6,t;'",dvd ,.d, /adr .J,.4 ~J~ .M" Pf....'/. ;;".~ .-:
.?;;.j ilL. /'7'" 7'~/ ~ ~d.- .~. .4"C. ,. ..... ~7- ~L' /L'
id).a d £,L,/u/", .-/;~.;."'. ~L ,d'.uY.rk, <//~ ../d-d_ed/r~
"',,' ";I "!'tL6,j kt&:~ fi .~:LAr. "{-,,h/ PO'/ ~'H.P/.qMT

'/1>'('';''1 alU' huh, Mu~A> .7f/~/, ar.d_ , 11./ AJ-d

.1/7h~, /1,,/ /. L// . a .-
•

ui/ tiff

h" If ,

},IIP'

k;"..,'"....

FLYING CLOUD Famed American built clipper by Donald McKay in 1851. Letter
written on board the ~yingCloud bylhe firstmatc. Notes that the ship has been taken
up by the MEnglish Govt. far the conveyance of troops~ from China and will fly the
~English transpm1.flag" while in that service.
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WHITE FALCON Amel'"ic-.n clipper. Letter written on board by the captain from Acapulco
Mexico and carried by the steamship MOSES TAYLOR to San Francisco, 1863. I



GREYHCUNDS OF THE SEA

SMALLEST CLlPPLR LOADING FOR

SAN FRANCISCO!
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MERCHANTS' EXPRESS LINE OF CLIPPER SHIPS,
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l'ofARCO POLO This cover originated at Melbourne, Victoria July 19,
1855 and arrived at L.iverpool on October 20th. The PAID packet
handstamp is struck in blm;k when normally it should have been
struck in red. mack or green was to have 1x.'C1l used only on UNPAID
ship letters and red was to be used on I'AlDship lettcnJ. Seeexampies
of black and green being used on PAID letters in this exhibit. Note on
cover indicates a transit time of "3 Mo. & 3 days,"
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FIERY CROSS British tea clipper of788LOn5. This was the nest of two ships to

bear this name. She was built in 1855 and was wrecked in the China sea in 1859.
The cover shown was carried from Calcutta, India to Shanghai via Hong Kong,
March 14th to April 7, 1859.
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LIGHTNING This cover originated at Sydney. New South Wales
on August 21st and arrived at Liverpool on November 22.
1856. It was ninety one days in transit. The cover Is
rated double the 9d rate being prepaid In stamps - 1 shill­
ing 6 pence. See the "9d rate" in this exhibit.
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With the outbreak of the Crimean war in March of 1854 the steamships,of
the P. & O. Line, were taken off the Melbourne/Liverpool run in order to
transport troops to the Crimea. The void created by this turn of events
was filled by the cliPPP.f ships which were bringing emigrants from Liver­
pool to the Victoria gold rush and bringing the gold back to England.

THE 1l9dll RATE TO LIVERPOOL 1855-1856

Since the clippers sailed from Helbourne it was necessary that the mail,'
from New South Wales and the other colonies, had to be carried to Melbourne
for connection with the mails for England. In 1855-1856 it was compulsory
to prepay the 3d intercolonial rate to Melbourne plus the 6d rate to England
which mad~ a total of 9d.The 6d rate was optional and could be prepaid or
collect. Actually this 9d was not a published rate but rather the combin­
nation of the 3d and the 6d rates.

HORNING LICHT. The cover above originated at Sydney,New South Wales
on the 8th of November 1856. It was carried by a coastal vessel to
Melbourne.Victoria where it made connection with the clipper ship
MORNING LIGHT for England. This cover is a fine example of the
intercolonial shipletter rate being prepaid by a 3d postage stamp
of N.S.W. and with the ocean rate of 6d collect as per manuscript
tt6". See oposite page for two other covers from South Australia and
Victoria which were carried by the MORNING LIGHT with all three
arriving at Liverpool on February 8,1857.
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MORNING LIGHT Extreme clipper, 0(2:)77 ton". built by William and Richard Wright at
Saint John, New Brunswick in 185!'"1. 1...ca.~l"(l til the IUack Ball Line the followlIlgyear for the
Li\,crp()o) and Australian trade. She was wrecked in 1889.

The two covers shown were both carried on the return run or the first voyage to
AUSI ralia (ur I hf' OIark nail Linr. The- mUll rn;n~ roV('r shown above or;~innl ('d at Oun("l'O.
\'wlona 1111 N11\'l'l1Ii~'1' Ill, !K:,fi ;11111 was pl:II'I'" 1111 hoanlll'" MC)HNIN(; 1,I<ill'l' hy Ill('
M,.II" 111"111' I"'" ..ni,'C' NnY"lIIlwr 1 I • 11 '1'1,.. Ii 1"'IlC'" l)llsl :IJ.:l' I'll allll' fir Vklnria pN'plllrl 'hr
l'u"t'f III c1t·stinatioll. '1'111' hantistalll!'t·t1 1lllllIlIH'ralls u I~ritish uccuunlull(:Y marking.

The cover above originated at Adelaide,South Australia on November 8.
1856 and made connection with the HORNING LIGHT on the 11th for
England. It arriv~d at Liverpool on February 8.1857 and at London
the next day. The cover is clearly stamped PAID at Adelaide and at
London. The 3d is an accountancy marking of the Adelaide post office.
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Blackwall Line of Packets.-For
LONDON direct-to sail in May­
The Magnificent armed Clipper Ship

KENT
Al at Lloyd's, 1000 tons, George Coleman, commander, belonging to Messrs.

Money Wigram & Sons.

This renowned Blackwall clipper now stands unrivalled in the accomplish­
ment of no less than eight passages to and from AustraliOl.. the average duration of
which has not been equalled by any vessel a8oat.

She w:ill be d~patched from this port for London at the time indicated abo\"l!~:.

and intending passengers should therefore ensure superior accommodation by making
tiowly ...ppJic·O\lion at the o{flees of the nndcrsi~cd.

An experienced surgeon will accompany the ship.

FAR~S.

Cabin passage, including wines, beer and spirits 80 guineas
Second cabin £:J5
Third cabin .. £25

For plans of the cabins, dietary scales, etc., apply to W. P. White & Co.,
<lgents, Wharf.
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VAN DIEHANS LAND

KENT A 31ackwall Frigate built for Honey Wigram & Sons in 1853.
Aithough advertized (see above?as a clipper,she was a small ship
of 998 tons without the sharp hull lines, but for her size carried
rigging and canvas sail equal to that of a clipper. The KENT was
one of the fastest and finest ships of her day. She was wrecked on
Bareson Head, Geelong, Australia January 1,1871.
The COver shown above originated at Hobart Town, Van Diernens Land
on Hay 29,1856 and carried to Melbourne where it made connection
with the KENT. See the Mplbourne shipping notice above for 1856,
the very voyage on which this cover was carried.
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CLIPPER SHIP ARGONAUT
This was a small clipper of 575 tons,
built by Samuel Lapham. at Medford,
Massachusetts in 1849. Although built
for the California trade. she was
operated mostly in the New York/China
run. Cover shown was carried from
Shanghai. Karch 26.1857. to New York.
No arrival date, but she had gone out
to China from Boston in 99 days in
the fall of 1856 and this was her
return trip. Last record of the
Argonaut was in 1866 when she was
under the Norwegian flag. The folded
letter below is from the distinguised
firm of Augustine Heard & Company.
well know merchants trading into
China.

The grape leaf,on the left.is an
original handpainted leaf from
China about ltHW.

/

SHIP LEn£R RATED 6 CENTS BY THo Noll YORK PeST OFFICE.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 1857 cover to England, franked by a pairof the #1
stamp and the.:l::3 stamp of the first issue.No date of departure from
FREMANTLE,but arrival dates of Sept. 24th in London and the 25th in
KETTERING .If it had been carried by a clipper ship,it most likely
\louid have been routed similar to the cover shown below.! have
never seen a cover out of Western Australia that coule be identified
as having been carried by a clipper.
SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Cover below carried from ADELAIDE "per \VHITE
SWAN to Melbourne,thence perBOMERANG"to Liverpool" ...here it arrived
Sept. 19th and thence to Stirling, Scotland Sept. 21,1855. Having left
Adela ide on May 25th, it was 120 days in trans it. SEE WHITE SWAN and
BOOMERANG in this exhibit.
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HERALD OF THE MORNING Medium clipper builL by Samuel H. Pook at Medford, Mass.
in 1853. Had a long and varied career ending up under the British flag in 1890.

The letter shown was written on board the Herald, by its Captain Otis Baker Jr., three
days after arrival at the port aCCaUa, Peru. lie reports to the ship's owners, Magol!n &500,
that the cargo is in perfect condition "buttheicewiUturnouLminusaswearB :Lfoot lighter
than when we left". {Part of the cargo was New England Pond Ice packed in sawdust. In
those days ice was shipped to ports allover the world and during the Gold Rush San
Francisco saloons advertised that they served New England Pond lee with all their drinks.}
Also reports competition is so keen the "Masters wearing their revolvers and ready to
shoot one another", and that the clipper ship ORIENTAL has arrived after losing men and
part of the ship's top gallant sail during a violent storm.

In the second letter, Nov. 7, 1856, he reports that he is enroute to the nearby Chincha
Islands to load guano. (The droppings of vast hordes of sea-fowl on those arid islands
created a rich fertilizer known as guano.]

In 1859 the Herald was rammed by a spenn whale offCape Horn and wasjust able to
make it to the nearest port.
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CARRIER DOVE This coYer was carried outside the mails from Australia
to Valparaiso, Chile. At Valparaiso the British Post Office charged 1shilling
for handling and forwarding LO the United States via Panama. The crown
paid handstamp, of the British Post Office, appears indistinctly under the
STEAMSHIP 20, which in turn was the U.S. rate from Panama to New York.
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Transpacific - 1856

Even today there are flO regular saitings between South America and Australia. Europe to Australia via
Panama had 10 wait until the opening of the canal in 1915. Thus, covers of the last century having II
transpacific route are rare. The cover shown, addressed to New York, originated in Melbourne South
Australia 12th September 1B56. It was carried the 8000 mile Pacific joumey by H.M.S. Dove to
Valparaiso in 58 days, an average of just over 5 knots. The Dove, on a world trip, was a wooden
gunboat with sail and auxiliary coal fired steam engine with one propeller. It was the second of the
ALBACORE class built by Pitcher and launched at Northfleet in November 1B55, 106ft in length and 22ft
beam. It carried, as armament, one 68 pounder, one 32 pounder and two 20 pounder guns and was
eventuailly sold, in Shanghai in 1873, into private hands._
The sender of this cover paid 1/- for it to be carried by the Dove. On arrival at Valparaiso it was handed
in to the British P.O. and received the black Valparaiso double arc stamp Nov. 11, 1856. It then received
(very faint) the crown circle "Valparaiso paid" in red and was handed to the British fOlWarding agent
who applied a three line in double oval stamp, also in red:-

FORWARDED BY
F. HUTH GRUN1NG & CO.
VALPARAISO

There is no arrival date and no way of proving whethar it travelled by P.S.N. Co. - with a ran crossing of
the Isthmus and a further sail 10 New York or whether it want round the Cape, possibly to Buenos Aires,
by P. S.N. Co. and picked up a U.S. boat to New York. On arrival in New York it received the black 20 in
circle N. Y. STEAMSHIP hand stamp, del'lOting 20 cents due from the recipient.

CARRIER DOVE American clipper - 1855/76. The above article on this cover is a product of
the imagination and not of research and factual information. Here are the facts: "CARRIER
DOVE - Capt. Corner, arrived Valpuri~o, Chile Oct. 23, 18S6, from Melbourne, SZ days"
Greyhounds of the Sea. The cover was then turned over to F.H. Gruning & Co., who in turn
placed it in the British post office at that port. It was then carried to Panama by a British mail
boat where it wa.<; given to a U.s. Steamship and carried to New York.

~I---.
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The clippers were well advertised.
See CARRIER DOVE in this exhibit.

COLEMAN'S CALIFORNIA LINE for SAN FRANCISCO.
I B..u.n~Ir Q

. 1':.-

CARRl:ER
tl lor.. • PI

DOVE
lilt ".lr.

Will. T. COLE:tAK ot co.. 161 Pea:r18t.. lIOT Wail

...

r



• •

---

SHIPPING LIST.
lBER 19, 18,;5. NO. 39.

:;-.wT....,Boo,,,,, .
Phl_lllar
1IaIt1~;

C1...... 0-11;
~~.

P I 1[. Fa.
r.e.u.•.u.. K,.
Iklralt-. .ldl.

....a , .....11'001.--

'1'." " ...1< R... ,II; D....u~
J. W CI••1t "t',
DouelkO:
Jhn' .. " ........... c...
A J I'I'_I~ Itot­
IIki:aO:
A IfJ Booq C......,
A DU••l"l ...
J ;; LJ"'IL

"'.-Pro-fb .. -1JVt
....·tIuo:\l.... Oonaato,.

"..."... " ftl__nf~\ .... aII1o...
E,a Dd U,,_'.
"'raI" It ~..., ... I' n:f:l- ",.....pWa.P.",1' "K • ,_~

It.· II lI'n j ........._--

¥r 110)' ."" ....1 .."hal,.. 0 .. oJl lb.
pm,<,v.1 ~:.., 'n .h,..

lIul) ".1' U __ (f).V..... "c~ bou,(ht

.t b ' '" .r...t '....
I' ll I..,.. "'ad .ttl! oJI b lu... """.

n -,.d .Ilo b k"" I,."...·" .
A..", ,. :.I,... yo..-JOII:;- COOK, J.,

.1 iI' ..., ...,. ,0

... nil .. roKftOCl[.

PARROTT &. CO..
_.-..~ ....~..._~

CiMtu XOII. O.eTJ' uti Cali!onua &ta,
~ &.n' ILf•...,:I~CO

..••.1 KGE\TI. C.\,. 'I..L1J,.;K ... co.

<" •. w ••G .

c .....···_...
P.\LlI,J,;1I., C(H,)K k CO.

"\"KX1t~

R)o;F.R W' niX, .. ok Ilt;AII:)o;l'
r, ...... !"IDa..

IIA.'· 'ILL'fCI. CO.

". ".,."£>. 1"~~ .. ·'t1·~ ..·
J~H....."..... .. •• 'K' u".H.'.' ~ ••.,..... UT,. T~••".

H I. 0,", Ita. Yno. 'teo.
LUl:AII, '1'\UNER "" (;0.,

1t");K lrilta
C....-. )1",""""• ., ...<1 J ...t ....1.......

Dn...t ""ht Of' .1_1._. ,,,aa!t'..-

llanking ))a",,~ ...•~_
Z3A:n)s:An,. lSTotloo.

1 11.\1.'),; '1'111'1 1).\,\- £·TAIlI.T~"ItD

• II ," i" t "01')' (•• , .... pU'l""''' of
eond .... t"lt • n "'1 1I..1t1"" •.••""..'"
...... Ap"")' ll "oi.,.t> , ..... of

P_'-RKOTT 60 (:0.,
....a h"4 '_'..1 d willa •• WALTF.R B.
C,)ll,t'QCK ~ .-.fU>. "",

J')II'\ PARIUrTT
10 J <14-1.

'1,nJ; HOI"E Of' 1'" AUGESTI
J.;{ ........ '1- -

Uoo ...adonll pa.mo.o•• )I, AIU.a:'STI ...__ a 1>0''' "-- ..... _

lilly ...tF. .u:'(lESTI.('\\'ALUl:RJ.;CO..
s". til< ItaIIMctlooo of .. -..l

BaDkiltg uti El:cUqe B~
TMybl<•• ~Uf'"-."....._u.. <JI1ol ..-, an.d Waal!·

I...... -u. ucI ..... P"'J:Wt'd "'"--llll F. AKOE~T1,C.-\V,\LLIER" co.
DREXEl, 't'-\'f11F:1i. Ii; CHURCli

11.1."1': RIOIO\.;!) Ttl Tllr. NEW IIA);K_
I);G 1l0C~Il.

S<>o~ C........., Iw..r, _ CI.W 51.....

DREXEL, IJATUEn kCIIUUCH,
ItA:oiKBltl,

COK.VF.R 0' (LA I' ,1,/'(1' llATT~lJrSl'lI.
........? ... , ... -

jJ"iar£s I(;arbs.

.JOU'- 1'1£L\·U.LE:,,r, N EV E R C 11.1 \. T.
B"~"UT ••". 111..0", "11.", •• 8,••",,,

"

';0" ,. ._
P J "" T_ tk ..... 0.(~•. "''''''.a.... ,
Pi_ 0". 0" a 1 ,. -e.
Itu_n P a" Kb .
o.-,,,,~,,~ 4ld on I', c ..

nn-GH 01 ltg,\"OLD!'l,

!ltlppillg aDd e-tDiIeiQa XarchaDta,
)lOtH , .

".' ,. .. "~ I 'o .
Oilll... ,-.. 1m WaU hlRei.

::lI 3 r r '1'1("-0_='-_
UE"RV '!>t.1I110IH:11 k CO.,

W.C.,J}~WE.'l'T,

AuetiOli ud COlllll1UeiOIl. Xerehut,.
COB_"~0'UF!WJlt: Ai'l) CAUl'O/l.\'IA

6TRY1.rtJ.

lI.eD-l.EAI.t. ~"tl)o;DAT!l.'" n II.
r .....ltal'O, u..- earnaco-, &e-Tt'D­

DATS.atluA. Yo
J.w.lry. ,,_ b-VfIlD:oiUDAYS,a1.

1\IA.lL
G_ .1l4 h.W_TIll II.SllATB. at

10 A 1I
0._.' )(.........., •. '''''' O-u. __

U.rDA.~· allw.A)I.

~ ....U.,.,._A_ t-.{ ID-looo -..I'"
, ..", .. I '.....a!"Il ut .......,.. _ II

""1."''''''-., ......ni a4__ -.. "" _on-__ a

.,1' """'~", 'H." .... H ,.........
WILLl.\3I T. COLE~.\)i k CO,

ShiPtWt( I.I1d Commi-.i01l Ihrcltuta,
c .........",...~D h ~, "" nU

...'f IMA YclH'O.

orFlt'f: .. NO "I "ALL ~T.£r.r

,,:cc=:c:c~.".'."'m"."~ ...... , ..- ~. "" .

....... ...... .,LL". Mn

1I.\'l'''E!i J,. DOT',
Shipping ud CommiaiOIl .ercll.aDa,
('..01'["n". _. , h "I" thn. u
II, r. It"w.-.- W. J. ThLL&'.

11.-..: K ...,. ,... r...o"".
£01.\',\110"" D.\Ll.F:V,

IlDporten aile!. COIIUllOOOIl X.rch&ll.ta.
s..~ , ..~"".. ,.,. II.".. K~.o. III

lJirrrlnrq iCarbs.

BCSIKESS C,\ HDS.

.\..1.\'. ;1l.\l·PIIElt>lIJ"I,

CO){lllUSION' X RCHANT .
)0;0 :l3l!uo .......:. "'T~'

~\)o; yl\~"·r.. ·" 11

l\E'\' OIU.I·;.l'S \\ lIU;;IIOlSES.

PIUYAU; A)o;I\ ~"'J1

GEORGE F. ALC.E"", Sto....g~ .t n",.ao•.•bl" n-ICS.
nu'nRT ft ... ",n IH:ALf , I'" M,....,.. ....... OD M...."u<!be .......... I•

..FAINT'''', QlL, GLA8S.,._. '

,,"'UITIII; VfIU!<'X. 1,-_ n'I ••
ehaM.. ~""p", l trrI.k balM "~. 'I, ..

_.1 ."_....L h_ .,hI IUot " 3'l

Z n:L, nmtTllf:AU " {.... It",,,,.,.,.
• Dd ('"",,,,I. Ion Me.ehan" t' lit, cob.

., ..... t...,., .." 1·.U"'.h<1 r, ,,' S
=

.,......... "?a...
'Ill'llB." It. 00 101""'_ .lId la

If,t.-p '~·hA..Il....,..•"d Ittl, d _.
I '010<'0II. 1:<$ ......., .tr....L ....., Jack.
.,,, aN f'acifico Sa. ,........ Ii

S l'lIWAIIK iI. M II. ('), ('''''''1''\<'0
• ll.'<!••"l•. 1111 ond I" ~ _..t....I.
t...'w""o .....llle t ."d Un '; "lid
1l.""y.tr"'l ',t·, D. j

...... ~"l<a, .u .. w .........~.

s
~Wyl:lI. .lOll.' ., .. \,'1). l",peri4oro
..... 110<.._ ......DI«. ("l> l\ i.......,.-. a...., llr. noll I" I .. at Olnri.

1\r1d ~1.tlnt .. II ." .....u ... W....i.~
.t.. , .....'n :Il.l-I.

., t . ..,,_ n_
ITBBS It. I III: .....-. .., t.........

........ _., .t __loa' a ..,.... 131
8o. r"""l, U. J....... I 1'...... _
r.-..; •
,..,A.r.:,l1 ~ T ft_l Ito........... »­
TY to. 1 A,-...t ... '.14 ... 01'

• ". L
1' <.w.. auc-..t lIa pall 10 II.. "",...- .n..I"..- ...t II_a! r. la&a, ae<l ., ll.t~- f... .

,....- ...A.llbll' £Ll.. r 0 "N) 1:-..
YY :11_.,.,... ..",_10- W""".

..0111; 00.. raUl"",,,, n. "'""" r ....., t

" ..... ' .n .... , ... _.. c ......O.LL..S ,l.. AT);.. J I .. 00, '''1. ,_.
I ....1td. 1'_.... <IM1o-t'Il;
" l.:.--.-' __ .., aaurrJ ••nri, , .......
, J ........~ Pac:IAe. ko fl_,. Ro.>IotI
, .. 11.1.. Ih""- v.waU II (lo, -..- "

ralk.'.... n

S
,)J'Ilj-.AT'~ J. J" M.ntIa"._
"•."... .. ~..... r.. .... _""ry ..
J .. _ -t ~I:c. •• ,.~ .

11_), _"U~~J).1l'I"
........ "'I.rll "'" oU
, .... . -...-.

S TIA W' ,,~ AW... ....t c...-'""tna
II........... )""" _, 1,.01...... J ... It·

........ Pa<'! "'_Lt I
Ito'p.-.-..' 1o p.-,. by"_n.~ .. w•.
~":S... Yo.kby W......... Abb<>U.

T
"£·~IJl\'l;LL .. I~I rlllport.<n....a
II ••1 .. '" II• .-<Iwa r ....(••, .....ha...

k a,'Il '1".i"JI r.""", ,,It:alu ",la..od''''''''y ....... a,... 1'J'ar; ..-- .._-
T AIJI.IAHUW ~. (~"".,), of .:, .. II

W lI,unl·•. ~ ... y ••k.) N... I LI""
W''''wu'',. lit! r,o"t ",... t. ".",., 0 00.
k~ rnod••o. t:&L (·ba.t> 1Io-11ont.. Ij".d.
no'<- Comr..._ .. T,I. '_ ,,,.,,,,,,ot ..
.,,~ ~Io'.", Gu_ro, "V-l-MI ~I"",, d
1'p",.Ul_a .1.1110 "" 't.oI. I bo••
II". r<l, ..I....n<! , .. ~,,;'-.4 .t.~I.dn • .,.
" .. :oi ... ~. k~ 'b"""'_"'n ....
p&tr>d.n.! ratod lit I~ lao r ....._ (lbo
"'''a' ". :11

"

Ani!::'''' '1,
I .. d III

lIl~D 'h",h...l.A~."t
t.. I. Il."br. I" , ...,...

1 ,"",WffU ~_"........' d,

\l.C .1'_ "
.. >f On.1l ,. 1u..4I.Dir
, t

J:~" II Ol\Jf N ...ufl· I
_.11-",,,,.&10 ....I

"oj.. lIJ

~lln r "e(l." .. I.
o '* ~ lloN.......w_a-, -"-'.t-o.
•D' , t
IlIUYrllJ;lt~ .lI Cli (."....

hOH' . (. ,'1 ,n,1-o, .r.,'

~ ,. ....LL

U~1'J1:1L" 0, 'frio
<'0 ..UfM_....,. .

•!I' ........, __ r ItC.

)l_....J:.~_
.--c. • h

........,.,""• ••
IIo ll<Qo., "

rlorq iCorM

... .. ".".
~~. PICK" In. I p".t....

"D)I rd....1<r C., .
•• ,1 tl " r,

HI DE,.\" _~D
;0 r 1tcIo,.. _t. boo

.1f. ,,' a
" ) h ............ "(U..,.J.,.
~ G-.I.t.", ....___I ........

IlUJWK.I",~•• u4 D-l.
..... \1 =1 t'.....

..,.,... ". f
• lL .. r ...,

•..•.•• U ......,'0
lIll:Il:'T~IX ('0 I' "

-...1 , '"'" __ • t
IM.no.u r ............

1'. "_""",,, 11 _'.
r 'a fl."". 0",; .. l; ri ••
II. I ,., I_t I'bat-f. "fl.,'

~'-."., ~..".l I'

I, fJALLIt~· It CO, y ......
_., f lIat<••, ....<1 Wo.ll­
.'>te"" ,~.

belli' } \/ .... ,,11,

r, C " •• ,
01 ld ....lh' Tn.....

~,,_OO. }O'l'_ ~I....", , .. ,."",.
" 'u. U .,,\ 1 ,,,.,0. ".... .. , _1_,. ,lI....

" I "'



William T. Colemanhttp://www.famousamericans.netlwilliamtcolemanl14---
I t!' An I ,. History I ~ .Llbrary I ~ SCIence I (' Natural History I ,. War
------ - - -- - -- -

You are in: Museum of History» Hall of North and South Americans »William T. Coleman

Search:

Estorle
CllekHere

.\ppkt_', CJ~" or A_rial. Biop':opll,,"~by "._ G..... " ..... Job t""....f. su. ~.•-. """" Vor1l; o.
AptlJetotI ..d C_pII.y. 1lll7-''''''' edik4 Sl..ky L KIoI.. 19" is. "IsfOrKd~_L W" rtllHu tM bios"plliIs r:Hta.
1900 C"",• ..,. flT1In .-d rdy '"' "ol••tftn It'",if: ..i<I.... biDK..plIlrs: 011 • ~I;...I baH<. Ir)'Oll _Id lib 10 edil dlll
bioI..p"Y ..-....... ~-ri(_......--".1 .. _, '"- .lrJK:ttptabk.IM nnO' b~..p"y ... illMpubtislled .bov"tb" 191h
C",,'.ry Appleton'. CydoP"dill Bios..pby dlinS lh" .olunlee. edilo••

Virtual American Biographies
Over 30,000 personalities with thousands of19th Century illustrations,
signatures, and exceptional life stories. V"IrlUlllology.com welcomes
editing and additions to the biographies. To become this site's editor or a

contributor Click Here or e-mail Virtualology here.

ABCDE FG H IJ K LMNOPQRSTUV WXY7

William T. Coleman

COLEMAN, William T., pioneer, born in Cythiana, Kentucky, 29 February,
1824. He went to San Francisco in 1849 and engaged in business as a shipping
and commission merchant. During 1850 and the early part of 1851, lawlessness,
from which San Francisco, even at the height of the first gold excitement of
1849, had been surprisingly free, became frequent and aggressive. The regular
courts, meanwhile, proved to be ineffective. The result in February, 1851, was
an outburst of popular indignation against crime. Robbers had assaulted and
badly injured a well-known merchant, Jansen, in his place of business; and two
men were arrested on a mistaken suspicion that they were the assailants. On 22
February a crowd of indignant citizens undertook to get these men out of the
hands of the jailer and execute them, but the attempt was for the moment
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WHITE STAR Canadian built clipper of 2339 tons in 1854.Flag ship of the
White Star Line,operating in the Liverpool/Australian trade. Cover is
prepaid by a strip of three of the 2¢ stamps of the 1854 issue of Victoria.
WHITE STAR sailed from Melbourne on August 30th and arrived in Liverpool
on November 27.1855. PAID LIVERPOOL SHIP date-stamp of November 27 1855
on front. Back-stamped MELBOURNE August 29 and Edinburgh,Scotland Nov­
ember 28,1855.

• J. ..

BLUE JACKET American clipper of 1790 tons.built by Robert E.Jackson at East
Boston in 1854. Operated in the Liverpool/Australian trade for the White Star
Line. Caught fire and abandoned off the Faulkland Islands in 1869.Figurehead
of the boat was that of a sailor,which washed up on the coast of Western
Australia two years later. Cover originated at STROMNES FEB 23 1855, via
LIVERPOOL MAR 2 1855 to MELBOURNE VICTORIA JY 26 l855.Letter "Missent", then
For\iarded to "Hepburn" and returned to Melbourne ADVERTISED/AND/UNCLAIMED.
Prepaid in 2d stanps of the 1854-55 issue. Apparently one stamp has fallen
off. Endorsed .p Clipper Blue Jacket".
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lSABELITA HYNE Qipper
Barque built at Philadelphia II
1846. She operated in the
New York/California/Orient
trade until lost, near
San Francisco on January 8,
1856. She made some record
runs with the great clippers of
her day. Letter is dated at
Manila, November 10, 1854 and
reports the arrival of the
American clipper STAG HOUND
from Hong Kong. She was
seventy two days in transit to

San Francisco.

,

INVINCIBLE Extreme clipper 1851/67. Built by Wm. H. Webb at New York.
It operated in the California/Australian/Liverpool trade for the White Star Line.
She caught on fire while loading allhe dock in Brooklyn on September 11, 1867·
a total Joss.

Cover was carried from Geelong. VK:toria, January 24, 1856, to London May
12, 1856 - a voyage of lOB days.
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T~~stone Type 5-17

( ~ Used 1857 on letters
paid to destination.
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OCEAN CHIEF British clipper designed by Samuel H. Pook and American
huill for James Baines of Lundoll. Cuver shuwn above was carried from
Hobart Town, Van Dicmens Land (now Ta"mania) to London where it
arrived on May 22, 1856, after a voyage of about 90 days.

Cover shown below originated Melbourne November 26, 1856 and
arl'i\'t'd 011 LiVt't'Pl ,01 on «'t'IITu :\r"y 2:1, 1HG7 an ('I" a voya/;t' of ahout RR days.
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CHAMPION OF THE SEAS. This is a duplicate of a letter which was
sent via the clipper ship SPRAY OF THE OCEAN on Feb.20,1856.It
is postmarked at DUNDEE/PAID/MR 5/1856.(Scotland) and carried by
the CHAMPION to Launceston,Van Diemen's Land,where it arrived
June 7th. Letters to the Australian Colonies are scarce. People
back 10 England paid little attention to the names of ships
sailing to Australia.
LIGHTNING. Cover below originated at Sydney,N.S.Wales on April
7,1855 as per postmark on reverse. On arrival at Liverpool June
30th it was stamped INSUFEICIENTLY STAMPED and rerated "12" and
the "6" scrolled out.The 3 pence adhesive paid the intercolonial
rate and the 6 pence the rate to England.APPARENTLY the letter
was overweight or the additional 6 pence was for postage via
Hamburg where it arrived JUly 4th and thence to Denmark July 6th.
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SAMUEL RUSSELL American c1iJlIWr huill in 1847, by Orown & Bell at New
York, for A.A. I.ow & nrullU'f". 11 W:L'l na"li'.1 an ('r IIH' Iwad ur, he Imuse (If Itussell
& Company, trading into China. 'nlc firm ofLuw &Urothercontinued looperale
the RUSSELL until Nov. 23, 1870 when she was wrecked on a reefin the Straits or
Ga..pcr.

The teller shown is dated at the lIonan Temple, Opposite Canton, China.,
Oct. 4, 1848. It is written by S.W. Bonney, mi'isionary for the American Board of
Commis.o;toners for Foreign Mi.....ions, to China lie sLatcs that he is living in a
Uuddhist temple until he can make other arrangements. "No rnissionury has
('I'f'r resided on this side (ojCmllon) brfi)re ... I am not allowed wpreach here,
but can converse, give UlL'(lY books (religious tracts), & associate with thE
priests. "lie calls the priests ",'>laves tifthe Dt'1Jil "and "A rompanyofwellfedfat
mf'?l ... A very long and descriptive lellcr.



Competitors of the Clippers

Competitors of the Clippers

COLUMBIAN & EMEU were among the early steamships with auxiliary sail to
enter the Australian trade. AJthough it would be several decades before these
steamships could equal the speed of the clippers the end was in sight. Clipper
days were drawing to a close by the 1860's. Few vessels built of wood could
survive the twistin~,wrackinJ.: levcra~e()rthe immense spars for mOfe than a few
y.·ars. Most of the J.(rcat vnyaJ.{('S I1ml l.akt'll plat't' in the 1850's.
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ROI!I'ES OF THE P. & O. STEAMSHIPS

Melbourne to Lundun via Aden tu SUl"L 1llcnce by land to Alexandria,
Egypt and then by ship, via Malta and Gibraltar to England.

____ Melbourne tt) l..undon via Marseilles, France. Same as above to Alexandria
and thence by ship to Marseilles. Then overland tothe English Channel and
again by ship to Bngland.
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JEDDO P. & O. screw steamship with auxiliary sail. Gover carried from Geelong, Victoria
to London via Marseilles. June 25 to August 15, 1861.
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S.S.GREAT BRITAIN. When built in 1843.she ",as the largest
steamship in the world.She was 322 ft.long,with a tonnage
'of 3270 and carried aUXiliary sall.BUllt with six masts,
she was reduced to three by the time she entered upon the
Liverpool/Australian trade in 1853/1880.

t J/.

c
<;

Cover shown above originated at Sydney,New South Wales on
May 15.1857. Originally it was routed "pc Simla / via South­
hampton" and then crossed out t.o "p Great Britain / via Mel­
bourne". With arrival dat.e of August 22 in Liverpool and the
24th in Edinburgh,Scotland,the cover vas 102 days in tran­
site.The two SIX pence stamps indicate a double rate. •
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CANDIA This was a P. & O. steamer with auxiliary sail built in 1854. She
operated mainly on the Calcutta/Suez run via Marseilles.

The cover shown was carried from Calcutta, November 9, 1859, to
London via Marseilles. It was prepaid bystamps from India to England and
then forwarded to Boston via British Pocket, where it arrived on December
15th. On arrival in Boston it was rated 5( U.S. collect.
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Competitors of the Clippers
SALSETIE This was a P. & O. screw steamship with auxiliary sail built in 1858
(Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Company).

The cover originated at Melbourne, Victoria on February 15, 1859 and
arrivoo at London on April 11 tho Here it wa... forwarded to the United States, by
American Packet, where it arrived at New York on April 26th. Thence to
Madison, Wisconsin where it was forwarded to Decorah, Iowa The3f u.s. stamp
,)aid this last forwarding charge.

Cover was prepaid to England by the two pence and the oneshillingstamps
of Victoria. From London to New York it W3.'l charRed with the 24ttrans-Atlantic
rate collect as per manuscript numerals 8 and 16. This rate breaks down to 3t
British, 16( American Packet and 5f U.S. inland.
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CIlY OF SYDNEY Type or ship not known sailor steam. Illustrated letter sheet
addressed to London, ·PrCityofSydney&Overland,- from Melbourne Nov. 16, 1857, with no
arrival dal('. An answ('r W;L.. wrill('n nn I Ill' 1I'''.'r and n'lllrnNI In Mdhnul"I1l', Vi<'loria TItus
the paste over label and 1 penny stamp postmarked at London Jan. 13, 1858. A round trip
cover or about 30,000 miles!
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CUITYSARK

British clipper. The only
wooden clipper prese~
for posterity. Cover and stamp
commemorate its first hundred
years 1869-1969.

GUTTY SARK CENTENARY
1869 - 22 NOVEMBER 1969

POSTED ON BOARD ~CUTTY SARI("
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