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Published by Buffalo Bill~s Wild West.
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CORDON W. LILLIE
............,LL

......,..-; ,.., J" _ .
I

PAIiNEE 8ltL'S HlSTOflIC IIltD \lEST. Ot"gantud as a circus road ah_ by
KaJor Cordon 1I.(Pavnea Bill) Lillie in 1887. Pawnee Bill vaa a buffalo
hunter and Indian Agent to tbe Pawnee Indiana. In 1909 he ..rged vlth
Buffalo Bill and it bee..... the Buffalo Btll Wtld lIest & Fawne. 8t11
Great rar Eaat Sh_.lt v.. nlelr.n.ame.d the "T..., Billa Sh_" and tt
fat led In 1913. The tvo tOvers shown were both u$ed in 1894.
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LAST OF THE GREAT SCOUTS

FORTGARLAND.COLOKADO. Airport
dedication cover autogrilphed by:
PAWNEE BILL - Geo.W. Lille
Capt. LUTHER H. NORTH -Pawnee
Scouts.
SILVER TIP - TOil C. Grant.
DIAMOND DICK - Dr.Rich.rd Tanner.
PARSON BOB - last SCOUt Of the
Oregon"Trai.t.on reverse of the
cover.
101".11. ADAMS Governor of Colorado.
And at"heni incl"uding KIT CARSON ItJ
post.llarked at FORT GARLAND. No year

date.but before 1935.





Am.erican Circus

GOLLKAR BROS CIRCOS,vaa founded and operated by cousins of the
Rln911n911 III Ol vagon ahoy 1891-1902 and on rails 1903-1916. In
1922 they vere operating as GOLLliAR BROS-YANKEE ROBINSON.
The cover above vall used fro. BIRD ISLAND !'lINN .JUL 18 1898 as
per post.lllack. BIRO ISLAND NINN .JUt. 18 1898. tying II 2 cent. stallp
of the Tranll-Hi •• iIlSippl issue.

It..." .... hlo'... <0•..,•. ~.

'r. P. II!. Mc':l1nt~.Jt.. ......

~.O.Box 4, North~

Detroit, Michigsn.
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THE WESTERN r.1AlLS

OfflC1AL ROUTE! CARD
ROUTE C"RO NO. 2

Sl:LU FLOm e'RC"'.

O",n~n of lh~ D1:nv~r f'rm >t.n~d !he FiOla Dog
!< Puny Sho", in 190~. Enbr"ing il "nd ",.mins: •
fuller (id~ in 1906. lh~y brought \Villie Sells imo the
finn .nd coll..J ,he d>o", Sells FlOl"o Cirew. Since the
Sells tide ,,"os OU'ned by !he Ringlings. SeU. Flom
""2> wed ;n 1909 .nd "',.. orderw no! to UK !he
pictures of origin.l Sells bl'Ollhcrs. In 190. owoen
of Selk FlOlO Circus figured io the firuociol hilun:
of the Buff.lo Bill "·ild \VtS! Show, .od io 191+-15
toor MOle: \\"os Sells FIoro-Bulhlo Bill Circus. with
Buff.lo Rill u' fc::o!ure. From 19H umil ,he rod of
19~9 the d>ow ,,~owoc:d by ,'Iugi....n .od 8o"'en'
Amc:Oco.o Circus O>rpor:llioo. Riogling bought ,he
e""'FIIIY .od openfed Selk FlOlo in 191G-19Jl. The:
ritle: ""os .ppcnded to ,he Al G. Iloma Circus for
19)7 "nd 1938. its 1.uI .ppnnncc.
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THE WESTERN MAlLS

Jfllton D. _:i;cr,
332 ':'h.lrd iTa.,
F1ttsb~g, Fe ~a.

COLE BROS. CIRCUS. Created in 1906 by Martin Dovns. The nallle ~as ~en

used by various circus ",en un~er sevaral titlas. In the 1930's it
Vf,$ usee! by Jess Adkins" Zack Terrell. Cover above vas usee in 1938,
proclail;lin;- CLYOE BEATTY famous ....ill! animal trainer and KEN MAYNARD,
veIl kno.... vester lIIovie star. Also see cover below tor variation of the
title by JESS ADKIHS" ZACK TERRELL. Cover used in 1937 .The name is
presently in used by a circus.

COLE BROS. ClIRCUS

CLYDE BUll'YS

Dazey Churn Ii: ! fg. 1..:::>.,
4301 /larne Ave.,
St.l.ouis, ~:o.

Adv.Dept •

•



MINNESOTA

CIRCUS DAY PARADE

HONT£YID£O,HINNESOTA July 1911. writer
says,"The Circus was good".

Top post card not identified ~ 1910-20?

... • s".., .... '... ·d.....



KING BROTHERS
CIRCUS

floyd and Havard King oper­
at.ed several shove, beganing
in 1919 withe the Sanger
Circus ,vhich vas named after
the Briti.hclrcus of that
na~e. Then in the folloving
years. Harris Bros •• Walter
L.Hain.Gentry Bros. lind
Cole Bros. tn 1946 they
established KING BROTHERS
CIRCUS which folded in
1956.

Cover shovn bears the
illlages of the tva brothers.
postmarked at MACON G.... l'(... R
18.1954.

/<-
•

I
j

/



POSTAL PATRON

lOCAL

Soc lU6 f.LM
U S, P05TAGE

PAID
, ..." N. 6101'''''_.11I_

NEW BEDFORD· Tues., June 29
CIRCUS GROUNDS CHILDREN SSe . ADULTS $1.18· A/IT.CI..t, Plu. T(I'
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The King &; Franklin C'm:us was a railroad show thaI operated from 1887 (0 1891 W E
Franklin, the manageT. was connc:cted" ith the John RoblllSOll and Franklin Bros. Circus
in 1896. -Bill Woodcott's ClmlS lcllo:rlJealb,: /Jond"yzg"n. \'01 10. No 3 (.\la~·Jun)

1966. p. 19.

-
,,

1/ • /lL

KING"" FRANKLIN'S CIRCUS
Anelrew N. King (1843/1890) Wall born 1n Tex3s. He entered the c1 reus
!lnd sho.... business at a very early age.About lea2,he became assoc­
ia ted ... i th the c i reus oC Ki n9, Surke .... Co. When Burke ret 1red, W. E.
Franklin became a partner and the firm tOOk the title oC King ..
Franklin. It 11;15 a railroad show operating between 1887 &. 1891.
The cover is postmarkQd CHATTANOOGA, TENN/MAR 18, 1890. Andrew
King WliS not related to Floyd and Howard King.



CIACUS
MUSEUM

MEI<lACERIE
ROMAI<l

..., HIPPODOO!'!£
WilD WEST

Hornee ZOolo~ical Ar~na

Kaneas City

".

" .•

SIG SAUTKLLE' S CIRCUS
Thi. was a wagon road show opened by Saute lie in 1885. In 1902 it went
on rillils and continued until 1919vhen itwas closed.The cover 18
postmillrked Cortlillnd. N. Y. Feb 9.1914 and portrays L/R Saute lIe iIlnd h 1s
tvo partner. _ Lovande &. RolUns.It also proclaims ill WILD WEST segment
on the progrillftl-

TUB MIGHTY HAAG SHOWS

This \las a vagon shov stillrted by Ernest Haag about 1894.In 1909 it \lent on
raile,but because ot loet revel;lUe it vent back tovagons in 1914 and then.
to motor trucks in 1918.Ernest Haag died in 1935 and the circus ended in
1938.The Ringllngs called Hagg "The Barnumot the Sticl:ts".Cover is poet­
marked STIGLER.OKLA APR 27 1909,the year the circus went on rails.



KIT CARSON
WILD WEST

SHOW.

Organizec: by the
WiedeJ:lllnn brothers
and o?erated durln~

1908 to 1914.

'J'JIB lI'ES1'J:,'UN llfAlLS

Cover ~as poutmarked
at Chica!::o on March 5,
1912. Just 6 days after
this collector ...as born.



'J'HE Il'ESJ'ERN ,1WLS

Ur. _. . Ada.cs,
Chl1.1"les Hotel,

ilieat point, Gll••

•

HOWE'S GREAT LONDON CIRCUS. Stilrted in the 1850's by Seth B. IIowes
~nd toured Engllul.d as Howe'S Greilt Americiln Circus.Continued over
the ye~rs und.:r lieveral ownerships ilnd changes in title until 1908
when Hugiviln & Bowers used the n~.,e for il rililro~d shay until 1922.

HILLER BROS" ARLINGTON 101 RANCH REAL WILD WEST SHOW. Orgilnlzecl by
Edv~rd Arlington :tith the Hiller" ,:tho vere Oklaho",~ ranchers ,in 1908.
At one tillle. Butt~lo Bill beC'llae paet" ot the show, uhich continued unti 1
1931.under variOUS partnerships ilnd title. The cover shovn belOw",~s

postf:l~rked AU9ust 8.1912.

/ ."........"'..,." ,_AV,''''''''''''''''''
.,~"•• ,'''''QUo''''.

'UU,""A.

- c

!Jl' y.tl. J tund
J.t18nt1c City, N J

10 liorth G<3orgla '&o'YO



THE WESTERN MAILS

UUI'III'I' UII _ DOW DtI UI1'II.

..
SAIC£JI.'S CREAT LOKDON ClIl.OlS 60 I£HACERIE. Originated by Lotd
Geot~e Sanget in Cteat Britain. No year date or data on this
circus as well a. the eRAS. LEE'S LONDON SHOWS as shown below.
Both co"",u used In the 1870 and 1880 period,..

l
J ". I'..uo <l., ... "._

~ N, """""Ill >:'''''''''''U',",'_

([;Yr~rral.JrDnhon();ir( 5
IANOER" ENO~ISH MEHACi'IE aJid

0"'1,ri:l~ .'.J.,.;~ian. ~r,,~.:,
Of ,.'
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BEATTY - COLE BROS.
CIRCUS.

CLYDE

Clyde Beatty \las one of the
best known wild animal train­
ers that fo110w.d in the
footsteps of the great Cllr1
Hayenbeek.SEE Barnum/Hagen­
beck letter in this eXhibit.

Cover shown was used
from DE LAND,FLORIDA
MAR.31.1968. It W>1lS

sent by Floyd King.
II brother of Howard
King of the King
Brothers.

This \las one of several road sho\ls
operated ~y the King Brothers and
the Cole Brothers,under various
naDles during the 1930's through
the 1970's.



•

Enclosed letter typed
and signed by:

,

)

ATTERBURY DROTHERS
WILD ANIMAL CIRCUS

This circus was operated by
Robert Atterbury during the
late 1920's through 1937 when
it ~as discontinued.

Enclosed letter dated June 21.
1936 at Abbotsford.Wisconsln.
to -Baraboo Bill- Kaslska. In
which he gives the route of
the circus _ "Nellsvl11e,
24, Pi ttsvl11e 25. Sauk City.
27. Albany.Wisconsln 30"



SEILS - STERLING
WILD ANIMAL

CIRCUS.

This -Jas 1I cotorized circus
operatIng in the 1930's.
The equipment was sold
and the shOw colsed in
1936_

Cover was used from
SANDUSKY ,OHIO FEB 21
1938.
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"I like a Fair Fighter"

~That', ,>I,,, "r Ih.- tbin~. II ilc
_t .In.ut o>"",,,rfWolJ•... IMi"
..h·cni ,..,n' ,.."..abl".
, .. ",lid c1aim_. 'otI,iDF'h.-o,',
h.d ,.. ""ie',,. Ju" btU.

~J .. .,..Id,,·, ..... t to be. "'ID'

p""i'ur of C!w-.'rn;.ld. Th,,~

......" ">0 ,ood • ri,.n-II,,! I
~lh hrlinr .....~ 'rr the mil<l·
"'" I ,.u ,•. ,....1 .• _ mild I

<Ion', '''rn ",""J,.., In "' " tr:o<k
or ho.. """,- I _ ..h. n.....
"' ...., I... """•. ''''' ... ,Iw~ "",.
uj"l~ U 'oc kUrt hi _l~

••"PP' ,.11..1'_\., '1 ...'-..-."..U........ ... _ .....

"...«.n ..... ,
To.«wCo

THEY'RE MILDER.

THEY'RE PURE

THEY TASTE BETTER
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DOWNIE BRO'fllEllS
CIRCUS

Established by Andrev Dovnie
McPhee in 1884, tn.velin9 by
va90n, railroad and river
boats,In 1911-13 it vas
OOllnie & Whee Ier, 1914- 17 La
'fena.1918-24 Walter L,Main,
All on railroad,then a.
DOWNIE BRO'S CIRCUS 11'1
1926.S01d to Charles
Sparks 11'1 1930 lind vas
continued in the DOwNIE
name throut;j;h 1938.vhen
it vas sold and taBed
in 1939.

Cover shovn va. used
f rOD LOS "NGELES C"LI F.
OCT 1 1940.The corner
card shovS Charles
Sp"rks as manager.

~.
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onimal ever exhibited in America. 116re nllilenrs to be n similarity
il'l 80 wonderful, that their speed is accurately estimated at the rate 0

iugs 81u1 Queens preferred for their nuptial beds; but above aU, til
8, os n complete cure for the Rooping Cough. .

•



,. '.... ' •

tr.
•

•

•

IH:'i

, .

•

em = -- = ..

'a~ 'dHYBHFB NOHd 'aa
~~tO*~~" @4>1l~~;2 IlJU$JYl ~€i1~

U~ ~r ..f 4If;:I .., r~fA
4'Y . / • r -".;,

~

'Jl'm0,jf.fg /iva fiq '..J. 'N 'ol1JjJng 'a;)!fIO~lJnt,mo.r al/11V l
'
(Jj

';1 ,Tal,un OaJPI!110·..·s.uaa !:~Juo!ss!mpuJoaapd 'uO!l!q!11xa alll!iU!

~.r" WOJJ



IL TV J~



•

THE WESTERN MAILS

o ,

-,,~~

PERMANENT WINTER QUARTERS 7'!: / /I O •
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Pl!ARNUM's -fAJI'fH
rnr ITTC1' SHOW ~ SII
UlUAJUI .If/'D (JR£AJ
DAILY EXPENSE. 'I4,I'ru EI6if

.. PlBARNUM.JA8AlLEY.& J.lR.
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rrpolitivelyOME DAY ONLY!

LIBERTY HALL, -
•

i'HID" '1, April ICUd. 1869,

Two PerformanQ.. et 3 and 8 P. M,........._N. ,~

..-~u-'.r '" ..." ,,,. • n_ , .0. _ ,..-- -""- , ....
HHSlU IIlUCII:[1I '., ••• _., A. ...

RETURN FROM EUROPE
~..;t,~';'"~~=:=-:::.."::':.,;..,~"='.;:;r..";r_. ":';':-;-::;....?; .:..,~~....~':e- -'
1!I!.u,IEST HUMAN Bl:ING8 OF lUTtTR1 AGE

....... oow.""ru ............_·

GENERAL TOM THUMB,
..Jri> ... ("~... ,..".

:l-~':tT:l-:S w~:r*
... ,._L....LH... _~ ......._-..._..~--""-Commodore HUTT,____ ~.TY...... _
lI«INNIE WARREN,- ...............o ........ MO'W, ••_ -' R,U,. f'Iln_.,_

-'"'--..__1._, --- -.
..... do.. _.." _ " .._.......... ---,~._....",,-----........_.._- =------_._ _ -... _ ·--. 'ur... .. lrU1t._.-_.-"n·_·.."· ..· _ ...... '~_'n''''.''''~~ou. ..-=....._.,....._ ,...__

.·::.~:O=;'n...:-~~·:"•.~~.'=,'t
,!"L N o'£.~conI;! cxP:t!u~.U,:,:.z.: _..-
, ..... "'U"'fT ",,'..l-i:";'i'..,. ..... ~.· T ..".~':'.::'::,.", ,. '. "'''''''' " ,rM"" _ t'""",. ' _
...."" ",,"',"".. ", 0 .......W, I.'". ,., n,,, " _._ _
.... to, TH uu""" LL..".. .......,. _ .-.

VARIETY OF FASWfATlrfG PERFORMANCES I.. ,..........,--_.-
kTIlF: t30.000 COMMODOIUi: ~U'M'.~

.,~ .•""", DHr-,,-.q,_, l.ULQO. ...... _ .. , .. UTI\lC'
u """un, ',." Oac>"UUI,:ICOT<.'J( "OU.\fOH~
- "'"_".IUlc."..·."

In the Character~ III a Crllwl
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TOH THl1HB THE LITTlE CENERAL

Lett .. r by P.T.B.rnu. offerinl the
service5 of T.. Th....b &- COlIlpe.ny,
under the Mnd5taJaP of the CRYSTAL
PALACE COHPAHY/APK 21 1859, at the
tt-. the Little Ge""ral .... In
[nIL.nd,

Dr Sir: Genl Tae Th....b • Picco and
senor Olivlerla. the best solo
violinist Ilvlnl, except 0"". 5an
be dlSenl:al:~d frol& about the 2 Kay :
until the 2 July. On the 6 of July
the little General "til un fol'
"-dcan. ""vel' to .pPeal' In
Ent:land aptn. Tboy can 1"'1'£0'"
tvlce • dey &- if l'equtr..d three
ti_s • dey.

They p....pose to vtdt a """"bel' of
cities &- towns ..hlch the Ge""ral
MS not visited In 12 ye.r., but ••
he .. tahes to ..u s_ p.U'CMHS
and arranle_nts in London previous
to ..iltng, I MV. su&!.st.d to hi.
to offer you the lervlcel of the
entire ~rty for the tt.. lpecified
above.

I think you Can have the. for 175
{,..,..nds) per veek all Included or
if yoU vflt only "ant the. to
perfor. twtce per dey &- viii not
object to their perfo...lna in
London at night, a ded~tlon of 50
(poundl' per ..eek would be _de
ffOllO the above.
The entire attraction II very

superior. The General'l present
footman &- coathman are n..gro.
(black as charco.l) and the
.inieure equipage i. IOOre
attractive than before.

The General has any amount of cuts &- Can also furnish at cost price, thai. G8MftOth
colored An'>&rfcan 1'11111. As I I ..av.. for th.. Conttn.. nt on laturday afternoon 1 will
feel obltged by your raply by r.. turn post. Truly yours/P.T.Barnum

Geo. Grove.
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THE SVEDtSH rnClITtK:Al.E 6 TOH THUliB

The illustrated cover, on this page represent two of Barnu.', greatast
antrepreneurial pro.otlons In the history of entertaln.ent _ Jenny Lind,
the Swedl,h Nightingale (abo~l,and the celebrated .Ideet CaBeral To.
Th..-b (below). Jenny Lind "'aI brought to AmerIca In 1850 by Bar...... under
contract that sn. would not be asaoclated wIth hia -useu. freak,. Sha
was pald {or I~O concerts at $1,000 each plua all espenaea {or her ..ld,
butl"r,ll!cretary and an additional $25,000 for her ..aleal director. By
ay the end of the tour,in ~y of Iti52,Barn..- had groaaed al.est $700,QOO.
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JENNY LIND. THE SWEDISH NIGHTINGALE.
ARRIVES IN AHERICA ON THE U.S.KAIL

PACKET "Atlantic"
This tOlded letter orlgin~ted at Batavia,Dutch East Indies on
June 20.laSO.It ...as routed "vlil Marseilles" to Sarin Brothers
4 Co. London ....here it arrived on Ausust 20th.Thence tor...~rded
to Liverpool "'here it "'as placed onboard the ~Atlantic~. It
arrived at Ne", York on September 1st and thence to Boston.
The letter was rated I shilling trom Batavia to London, At
LiverpOOl the I shilling was crossed out and it was rerated
"24" and "3 CENTS~ to New York - 21 cents U.S. and 3 cents
British, because it was carried on II U.S. Packet Ship.

It w~s on this very voyage that P.T.Barnum brought Jenny Lind
to America.which is ana of the great feats in the history ot
entertainment. Betore her arrival,Barnum had offered a $ 200
dollar prize for an "ode". GREETING TO AMERICA".to be sung by
Jenny Lind at her first concert.The prize was a,,·arded to Bayard
Taylor and it liaS set to music by JUlius Bennedict.SEE opposite
page tor retained copy of the ode in the hand of Bayard Taylor.
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Letter to Carl Hagenbeck, ,the great animal trainer and circus ollner.on Barnum's
stationery illustrating his horne at, • Oridgeport,Conn.Hov.JO, 187".

"My dellr HagenbeCk I wish you would read enclosed letter and post It to
Carl Meuller C/O Herrn Candlist unrilth/LeidenStrasse/Stuttgart/Cermany
It he ...rl tell' you thllt he wi 11 tIll ,"y order I ... i 11 at once send you the ,"oney to pay
him also to pay Eraight &c soon liS YOu can tell me what it ilmounts to. Meilnllhlle ! t
Meuller asks tor some pay in advance please let him have it .... Also please direct
him as to the cheapest and best way to ship the goods to New York .. nd be sure th/!lt I
get Oills at Lading and Invoice trom Meuller &c as to have no trouble in Custom
House. I hope you are doing well. Business is very dUll in America,but my Hippo_
drome relilies" little money. I married the young lady who was lIith me in Hamburg,
and amvery happy. She is the daughter ot my friend the "Enterprising Englishman"
Whom I have described in chapter 32·.She sends her kind Regards. Please writo me.

Truly yours P.T.Barnum"
·John Fish.Barnum's first wife died in 1673.LIFE OF P.T.BARNUM IBB9,by Ilarnum.
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L1 COlD Loe: 111in

Thil! Cabin wu built by Abraham Lincoln and J'ohn Raub, in Yt.<:OIl. CoUllty, Ill.. io
1~, and ..... Ibe bOUle of Mr. Lincoln for t.o yt.n.•bowlIlg Ilia e....ly It.boliou. and .orthy

efTorb of our be:o....d lale Prhldeot ill bia 10U1b. 10 make rd. biDllelr r. bome.. , ,
MR. JOHN HANKS

Will be ill tbe Cr.bill and, anewer euch quntiolle &3 may blI IITopounded to hi!»,

HUM
539 and 541 BUO&D"lVA Y,

:LoA."I'E "CF.I:!I::NlE15E BUI:LoDIN"G-I5l.
B@f,"dA'Sprlao; RJ,l~ rrtn:!e Si~~U.~

,,€ii •. ," :: __ J
E./t'. 'l\&YI.on _ _ _.. 8'1'''680 "..tN'AGED

.: ............. == _ ..". __.. _ : ~" •• :::cd'



B4RH~''S .
GREAT EXPOSITION!
·ll1m~!IOI III ~MD!lMIi! ~IMIlII~!. ~~ w

WORLD'S WONHERSI
-
EMPIRE RINK,_.

Ilm 1111 AD m-... --Jc\.v _ ••

••
Tim Times the Worth of their Money T
.............. .of-. .... -..

=
ol_~""""'''_ /""-. n.-h ....... __ ~~n-..\o""'._ ._~""_,' ol"'~_ ,.,.-

...., ........ "'- T~ .........
~......" LIoo .....

CARllYAl &OYATION . <C

380 """'" h<gll, lllI _ hi

.i~. IUld 1900
y..... old

Wbkh_yho __ ''''''''''1
..,.) '4"'~"
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" ~ I EM
Cor. Broadway &: An Q S ., opposite St. Paul's Ohurch. •

....\tt._ w Iloo.we __..~ hIl•..,.. * .&t2n1 fW~ OowtClHill, tM Bam ,....ny. tlIo L1riltE 1ril4
-..c.. 1:110~ --. .. ...u II tM ...~:. m u..~~··~········.·····.···· ..·... ·.....IHlc:Itt.
~ ~ :r-n,.. . ..... ... . .. -. til Cn.:&. a.u!ll tho hrq_Mtl"\nt....,., .... Mdl ..euswm.e llDn.

JIOaJrIl'G VIlIt0E5 TO tt:t;.-vu:lllI AllKn"rID no TO Tn D"aUOU PKDOUAlfC1
===- ==

JUST RBCEIVED A GRAND COLLECTION OF

till G I D lASTS!
\ND

PERFORM NG ANIMALS.
it_. til c ,Jebr"~l Lion King,

Will Enter the Den of Lions,
AI 2 I.I!, and It 1 P. M., each day, and exhibit the remarhble power he ponesse. over these fe­

!Ol;iOlUl alljm.l~. Am0!l811 Ihis CoU&CUon =y be fouod

TWO AFRICAN LIONS AND A LIONESS I
llOYAL BENGAL TIG ILL.'~__
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.. ~.. _.......... hSi.ili.L\ A

11....1.. ,.,. ..-..J._ or

FIVE HUNDRED MEN & lIORHES,
Contains mOl'll Novol Featuroe, mOl'tl Real and II
Snbstantill.l,Jk).it, instituted andl0l'l'{anizod by ,
e~pend1tU1'e orlJl0l;O Labor and Wealth, and
cont:lmll a G_tor Valioty of Living ~d

StaJ'tllng Wondlll·. tho.n was ever IIOOn in

20 ORDINARY SHOWS I
---------

Largest Combina.ti0J} ,t;ver Wltnessea. I
'N

3 ooL088AL ·TENT8

THE l\iU~~UlVl
DEPARTMENT

C~".l. ,I...,.fI'r~" (bon,

, One :lundred Thol\8Rnd Curiosities I
'I _.w. loa•• 1'00".'" _ ,.,1, .". ,..rj.rl..,ll.~', ,.' ., .,.1&10,,1

...... "rerri"i'. tho " ... n,~....... A,I ....... ('., '. M. '''"",,
r--.r..i J"'OIt--, 4<. ·~l\f....\ ....,.b_"tlhtl

II P. T. BABHUMlS
MUS~UM,

,_,_0"",- ~ mBHA<lBBtE,
, ~ , CARAVAN & HIPPODROME.

- ~.. ..

II A7":::-: IIADMIBAL Dq,T,
·1'.....,1,".:....-..'_.._



TilE WESTEUN MAILS

BEN, F, BOWEN'S
v, "'Ill"' St.~ SurGnadQrs.~\CM a . ~
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1'1\OF~0.N's.

I.Orelt Moral. Sensation Oil"ClUlt,
80~T .ALLT. UQK,

)~ On the Ohio River.~

--,

1ft' "

AU.lE lEON SI>owboat on tM Ohio Riwr. No~ of this boat. Most
~howbo.... wrn lOWed like~ hy~larstcamboal.s .uch ." the Y,1U, S.
IlA\'S.

0>\W.ae<l from I::varunilk. Indiana, on the Ohio R~, in lhe 187O'L

WILL S. IIAYS A .ldewheder built at FrHdom, Pennsyl\'lln.ia in 1882. lIer
rahin and machinery.,...... fmm I"" TIIOMPSOS DEAN ...h that boat .....
.....",an' !r,t. Shoo .....~ "alf\Ctl "'or Ihr ,,,01.,,,1 song writer and ri r ~porterCoi.

V.111 S. 1111)01. She "I",",IN in Ihl! l;i".,.."'ati/S..... Ur\can>; trade. W"" Wffd<ed
by leT in Ihl! rh....... in IIlll8.

t11\
Ps r.~l,o
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... 0 ..... POREPAUGH •.- ~

ADAH fOREPAtlGH CIRCUS. forepoough begao by golng on the road
tn Iij6J 3nd tcr.Inated vlth hIs death in t890. At One tt..
lt waa the lars-at circus 1n the United Statea. Cover ahown
below va. uaed to England 1n 1875.
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OR'l'OK" OLDER' S CTRCUS

Hlra. Orton. a torller aailor On the Great Lake•• torlled
a circus at Portage. Wisconsin in 1854.1n 1858 he vent
into a partnerahi p vi th A. P. Older and it beca.e ORTON
" OLDER' S GREAT SOUTHERN CIRCUS 1858-60. So....ti ... atter
1860 Older lett the ahov.Hira. retired troll_anagellent
and dled at the age at 72.Atter Hira.. ·s death the ahov
contlnued under the Orton Ca.ily and Hir... • ....on Mlle••
who was an equestrian barl!baCk rider DC note.MUes
died in Key West. Florida in 1903. but the ahoy kept on
going as ORTON BROTHERS CIRCUS.under R.Z.Orton.untU
they finlllly closed it out in the early 1930s. Cover
shovn is prepaid by a three cent stamp of the 1857 laaue
and poat.llrked at Tallahassee.Fla J ..n 16.1858.the very
salle year that Orton" Older began.



VanAMBURGH & CO'S
D4"':D1:D10~::t>.

Menagerie and Circus
COMBINED!

VAN 1I.HIIUkCll .. lXI'S HENAC£RIE '- C1RQlS. I':slubl1sbed by Issac Vatt
AIoburl:h.too nnL I_p<>rt"nl "lid "'Ii_I tt"incr In _rlclI.about
184&. Aftar Van ~bur&h's death. tn I86S.the ctrcus ..as continuad
by hi' .......r.Hyatt Fro.t.until 1885 when the na-e .... l ....d to
.ingrtng Brothet•• In .a.e f ••hion Hy.tt ...s connected "ith P.T.
Bam..., .h-.. by tM Blustt.ted lattarabeat on tha oppo.tta
pall'" T1Ie covet ,holm .bove 113S used f~ "Kr ZIONITOI/AlA", 2\"
dutt... tbe 1860••
Tha co,"r ,hown Ofl oppodte ~ 1. po.t_rked .t "HEll YORI: JAN 4
086'1" and i. addra._d to na....... t.burgh.tndi.na. n.... lattar 1. by
Fro.t advlsing Hr.Tbaaa. to ha_ tha hor ready ....d in .haps.Sa.
IIritas "1 _ to ba let out of tt. ...H-" t of tb", ti_ for the
coat"" 0'1 .••1 ....ppo.e Bam.. t. now vith you and t vtII c...
out .00'1 ra '1_ getting (tb", circ.... ) ready for tha ......d
aa·1n ."
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SPALDING I> "OGERS NORTH AKEltlCAN CllQJS OrglU\hed in the IB401
al a wagon ahow by Doc Cilbert ... Spalding. They 8110 built the
Floating Pal.c., a dot~x. riverboat, where circus perfo~nce.

were gtv.n. It wa. towed by a steamboat on the Ohio I> Hi•• i.slppi
river. and was de.troyed by fire at New Albany,lndi.na in 1865.
Thil waa the lirat circus to ~se a 40.horse hitch to pull the
bandw.gon in circus parade•• The spectacular 40.horse teaa was
also used by Yankee Robinlon in 1866,Dan Rice In 1873 and Barnu.
I> Bailey in \898,1903 and 1904. The driver sat eighty feet behind
the lour·abr••t lead hor.e. and held ten reins in each hand _ one
for each two hor••••
The cover .how .... po.c.... rked at "KALAMAZOO Hich JUL 25 1856".
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~ \!.QlH "Q
~(} <\"<\'

GREAT COMBINATION

01l:.us and enagerle•

.JOilN lOIHNSOII'S ClRQlS
Tht. ~•• a ..Jor etreu. t~ th4 last half of t~ ntn~t~~nth e~ntury.

It ~gan operattona about 1840 and ~aa run by [our generation. of
.John lobtnaona ~Ith the .~ going on ralls In 1881. Th8 eover
ahown above ~.. used In the Itl60's. The photo post eard ~as taken
about 1915_20 In a .t~atern town. Probably Iowa.



11.e Millllf';1Wla 1'erriforll
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YANKEE ROBINSON CIRCUS. Est~bll~hcd by Robinson In 18>4 as
a tSM show glvln8 a clrc"s In the 3fternaon lind "Uncle
To-'s Cabin" at night, 8y 1860 he .....nt an the rOlld with A
wA~on circus until 1876 when it f31led. In 1884 RIngling
Brothers retatned ht~ as an advlser for thetr ftrst circus
undar the tItle '~he Yankee Roblnson & Ringling Brothers
Grist Double Show.,Ctrcu~ and Caravan. RobInson died that
.a". Ylar.
The cover Ihown wal u~ad fro~ the Minnesota Territory II
por poumlrk "HINNEAPOLIS H,T. JAN 4 1858", It beau a J
Clnt stamp of thl 1856 tllua and 1. addu... d to "Col.W,M,
Doughty/Knlshtstown/!nd."
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THE BIG SHOW OF THE WORLD.

IE[;:l@ooro@UJ!10 UJ!m"[]'[E IJl) .i0!l1l@W~ 0

• •

MJlGNII'ICI!NT TI1REE RING CIRCUS,I'IVE CONTINENT MII!NAGERIE, HUGE ELEVArr:O STAGES. ","USTRALIAH AVIARY,
,VRICAtl AQLJARIUM, ROMI',. H'PPOOROME, SPECTACULAR PAGEANTS, "ftJl,8IMI '''RAVAN .. TRANS-PAC'!"C WILD OrAST UlHI9IT.
TH! LOHGE.:n ESTABLISHED. TNE BEST RECORD, ACLHN,I""'sT CLASS.HOR.... UtlPM~ALL!Lr.OCOMBINAT10N.EI'IBRACINl'; THE
liEn PERI'ORMAl-ICE5.lARGEST ENA~UtIE MO:'>T IIRILL, ...T PAGEANTs AND CONDUCTED ON IIlTTER LIN"," TIlAN ANY

OTHER TENTED fXH'elITiON IN A ERI CA ( . I
. L.-/. __ " ~ _"y" ,<1",
• / "

~ p::I,

~I
. -

(
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SCI.WI BRns. CIRCtiS

Sf.ned in 18i2 :IS P.ul Sill'tfllurs Circus by four
5<:11s brOl:hcrs of Columbus.•nd ailed Sells Br~

CimlS in 18H. In 1878. fht w.son show w:IS remled
.nd • new nilrood show W:lS =nbled under 1M
Sells n.me. Billed in 18H:IS lhe Sells Bros. 5lJ...Cogc
i-Rmg Circus. Reochcd 4)-<or $17.C in 1885. ,,·hat it
.!so hm • ",bsidiur wifh 44 ells' C:llercd fO Mid_
Wl$tern hnn communim:s. In 1896 1M Sells eqUIP'"
mtnt "":IS ren.med Forcpough-Sciis Circus. .nd fWD
of Ihe Sells brorhcrs. w;,h J.mes A. Boiley 'Dd \V
\\'. Cole. o"'ned fhe sho".

TH!. 816 SHOW OF THE WORLD.
" k 189) -s' ,.

"-E-M-ORf"I_ClUS '2'?
UNITED SHOWS.

h

"'-II1(Dfr 311 Nu _11ttl..oS
5C01<n"on MC"....tRIE

HUGE ELE", TEO ~T"'GE
AoU$TR ... U ...N RY

... ~RIC:"''' "'Ol..I R UM
ROM ..... HIPPODIlOHt

s,I>I:CT"'CUl_ PAGc "rs,
... R"'61... "'RA"' ~~

TRANS,' P....C.I,." Wlto eu.:;,T EXHI!lfT.

SELLS BROTtlERS CIRCUS. Cover above contained the illustrateil
letter on opposite page. It 1s postClarked at COLUMBUS,OHIOJan.
22,1896. In the letter Peter Sells states "we have entered into
arrangements with Mr. Bailey [James A.l mersing the FORE PAUGH
SHOW with ours •... Charley Stow is at work for the Show in New York
doing the entire writing tor the FORE?AUGH - SELLS consolidation
and will divide his time between BARNUM &- BAILEY,BUFFALO BILL lind
our show liS neccessity requires.we have no other interest in any
other show e}:cept in division of territory and a friendly alliance
with the other two .... Peter Sells"
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HAGENBECJl: ilALLACE CIRCr;S named for Carl
Ha ..en~eck.thllgreat German wild Inilllal
trainer and dealor in wild animals.who
callle to ....m.rica about 1900. (SEE P.T.
Barnum'. letter to Hagenbeck 1874 in
this eollection). In 1904 Carl orgll­
ized a Wild Ani.al Show and took it
on tour in 1905 - 1906 and then sold
tho show lind NAME to Ben W.. llilce. It
then becallle the Hagenbeck Wallace
Circus.Eventulllly Wallace sold
out, but the circus continued.
although it suffered a railroad
disaster when a troop train
ra_ed the cirCUli train in 1918.
The following y.ar it was sold
again and in 1930itwasacqu-
ired by the Ringlings.The
1935 shOW was called the
Haqenbeck Wallace,o;, Forpaugh
Selll Bros.Circul. The Ring-
lin91 lea led out the 1937-
1938 shovi bringing it to
the end.
The 1934 shOW vas one of
the most successful
modern circusea, out­
grossing the Ringling
show the very year that
the COVSI:" Ihown on this
page lias used - 1934.A
Special Delivery viii
railrolld ,See trllnsit
marks on back of cover -
....0 ..

•,

)

,

INn" LOO ••PO Tr306 JUL 17
1934 ••C.PFEIFFER

[ROOTS AGBHT]
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Horne's Zool~g1cal r,ardona.
Kansas C1ty. Mo.

BARNUM" BAILEY GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH. In IBBB Barnum reorganized hill
Gre"t London Circus, taking James A.Sailey as his partner llnd renllmed
the lIholt BARNUM &. BAILEY GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH. Cover above shovs hov
the PUblicity Departlllent siezed the opportunity to use t.he 2e COLUM­
BIAN STAMP to advertize the circus.

RINGLING BROTllERS &. BARNUM &. DAILEY Combined Shows. The Ringling Bro.
Circus began at Baraboo, Wisconsin in 18B4 .They bought out B"rnum &.
Bailey in 190B,operating it as II seperate showuntil191B when it was
combined as RINGLING BROTHERS ... BARNUM &. BAILEY CIRCUS - THE GREATEST
SHOW ON EARTH. By lBBO the day of the ....agon sho.... s was about over. The
circus had gone on the railroad and the "heyday of the American circus"
would last until the early 1830's. By 1956 the day of the great" circus
tent" shows vas over.In 1957 Ringling Brothers began as an indoor show.
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HILLIARD, IlUNTtNC 6­
DEMOTT'S PACIFIC

CIItQlS.
111.. va. t. ......11 vagon
c·r~. operatfng 1n the
• '·....n. The "r{ter
Itatel that they hay.
Just arrived In tovn
an" that bu'I.... he..

•'t leten load t'ec8UH
the far.era are in the
[[eld,. Her husband hal
1'\0"" ahe.d to ....rran..
e:,. I.had.,l- beea of
~he , A.. \en,," , ".
The tlluleratad cover 1.
POi ._rlo..,ed ''ClU:SCO lOA
,.',}. 2" 1870 or later.

.llL.trated ':1<.1"" la the
reVer•• ,Ide of the cover
show~ on cht, page along
.. I'" .1..., 111"nTar..d
letter_,heet.

h:UJ.!.t'l1D; iiJNli....G ,&. jJ£M~OTf'S­>II

-=

::

GREAT .PACIFIC CIRCUS.
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11IE WESTERN MAIlS

R. 0. DINEGA.R,
No. 57 IRVING PLAOE.

NEW YORK CITY.

HONt'QOKDlY QUEEM'S HEMACERI£ 6. CIRQlS

Boulht "qui~nt fr_ Ad... FOf<!~Uflh and began o""ution. in t873.
Que"n .old out 1n 1818 aftar ••ucce•• ful and "Kt"n.iv" tour of
t .... _.t.
The po.t card plctu ..... the ~r...de on "Circus Day" In Ilnnne,lowa
about 1912_14.
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AND EGYPTIAN CARAVAN.
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ACKHOW1,.I';:lCII:O.. ,..
FINEST SHOW

./ l~ .\'11:"11 \ .

BURR ROBBINS CIRCUS
The 8u~~ Robbtns C1~cus ~s. s ~sRon ~o8d .how oppe~8ttn8 out
of ~tsconsln bst~een 1881 and 1888. The letter is dstellned
"Janes":lIh.~t.Oct 30 1875" end the cover 15 poormsrked At

JAN~S'l!LLE ~lS/NOV 1",1875.

,
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...
1:L.EC[1C£Jt "CO'S. CUQlS &- IiENAC£IlI£

Thil WI' a 1..11 wagon CirCUI traveling through the country
In the 1870' •• PI:>.t card pICtur... a circul parade In Chatfield,
Hln.-eiota in 1914. Card II poat_rlted CHAITIELO KtIlN.JUL &-
1914 2 PH.
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