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Pubilished by Buffalo Bill’s Wild West.

CARDIGAN.

-TENNYSON.

WO of the memorable military opisodes that will alws;
soldierly qualities of the Anglo-Suxon Race, are Cardisun’

by Tennyson, and Custer's Last Battle (1576),
respects was more sadly dramatie than the famel
between enomies of but slight differvnce in degree of civilization and
struggle with a eavags foe whoso viotory meant not onc,

Custer Massaeve nol oue eseapol.

Leonidas and the Thiew Hundred fought no more
for not one survived the field of batile to tell the story,

CUSTER. -

—LONGFELLOW.

culogised in verse by Longfulow.
“Chanme of the 8ix Hundred.™

s live in sony and story as emblematic of the
s Charge at Balucluya (Crimos, 1854), immortalisel
The latter in many
One wis a comlbnt
its rules of warfare—tho olher a fieren
but i thousand deaths, to the vanguished.  In the

desperutely than did Custer and his gallant men,
and while :—

“Tliermmpryke bl s ovessenzser of deatls -
1.‘!!!!!(':":: =l “ll;k: (=T

CHARGE OF THE LIGHT BRIGADE.

Not thouzb the sdidier ktew
Bomonge kad Linnaderss) !
Their's ned to wakie regdy ;
r'm mand Lo Fesmssis why ;
Theie's bt Lo s agiol ibio =
Intar the valley of Ihvnth
Mumbe ther wix bisnrlirend !
Casin L righl of b,
Cannon Lo loft of them,
Cannon in front of thes
Vadlvwwd amad thumberel ;
Hlarmd at with shot amil hell,
Boldly they rinke amd well ;
Inlas Lhe jaws of Damth,
Into the wouth of 1eli,
Rodo the six humndned,
Flasher all their abres bar,
Flashad as they turnad in air,

L

THE RED ROVER'S REVENGE.

In il demlate Lamt sl lone,
Where the L Horn and Yellowsiooe
Brar slorwrn their monntain path,
By thear fires the Soax Chiefs
iulmthir woew aned =riefs
And the menace of their wrath,
= Bevense |~ oriel Rain-in-te Face,
= Beven=v all the ruce
O the 'W‘-Eﬁ-ef"-wi with s cllsoy hadr:®
%ml the monntzin. dark I.Iml hizh
Tom Lheir crass peochens] the ory
OF kis anrer anmd despair.
I the mraslas sprline wile,
By winsllxnd aml riverside,
T Iimlizn village stamal ;
ATl wans silent s 8 dovam,
Save the nomimrs of the stomin
Aind the hine-jmy in te woal,

I i wonr peing el his boemasis,

Like a b cunons Uhe pecils,
I cunhisi=h the Bittinge 1l

lar with Uhree thousind braves

Croachesd in clefts aml omves,
Savaze, answencfnl !
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Published by Buffalo Bill’'s Wild West.

In this oft-to-be-romeinbend eampnizn of 1876, Col. W. F. Cody (~ Butfalo 13ill ") figured prominently
as Chiel of Scouts for the combinel forces of Generals Wesley Merritt, E. A. Carr and G. C. Crook, who
were allorwards joined by a loreo of infantry uader General Nelson A, Miles, who suceeedod through fany
victoriea in driving baok tho Ogalalls, Brule (under Bed Gloud) and other Indinn tribes (hat waore Lthon
attempling to join forees with Sitting Bull. Their destination lad them throush & then almost unknown
country, secking to moka a jusction with Generals Terry and Custer, and then lo throw their combinad
forees on the novthern Sioux, 'Phis was neudy effccted as the combined commands undor Colyv's &
arvived but s fow bours' Loo late, hut in lime Lo ||qu~'.i| ithe
only by cros over tho bonder mto Cunnda,

s W 5 = reconding the first revenge for Custer i
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| o hook, “ Caz

5 & =cout, and

iidaniee

ois saviges, Who esonjied
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ARTERS DIVISION OF THE MIssiil 4]
Ix Toe Ficne, Pixe Bowie, =00

January Lk, 159]

Natwmzl Guanl, Preseni

i Ehat the entire basdy of lmlians ave pow el mear hero (within o
spomition Lo comply with the ordurs of the anthorities.  Nolhing buk ag
ablished, and it \‘Fﬂflll_‘ our ambition o make it of n pernnnent charmetor.
4535 Cal. W. P. Cody (Huffalo Bill) withdrawn in safety, and re, through you to cxpress fo them my thanks
—dT Poople in their sokted homes.
Tako tnlorussbion b il ifay beon given Ganeral Colliy.

Very respeeifully yuoues,
Nruwsox A, Mines,
Major General Cunpmaniling,

This was the last sod absolutoly fual blow to the power of the red man in the United Status.
Nover again will tho warlike Sioux be nblo to gather suol formidsble forees,  Gonerous trestment by the
Government sineo has brought about sn nmity of feoling which nssures the fact that in the onee dack
Novthwest, civilisation now * soars Phaenix-like to Jove.”

The vivid ropresentation of * Custer's Last Stand, or The Battle of the Little Dig Horn," which
i given in Buffulo Bill's Wild Wost, is one of the most wecurate, amd most spiendid battle pielures ovor
veprodiced ou stige, o in avong, and no one who Ling the opportinity should fil to seo it,

BUFFALO BILL'S WILD WEST will make an Extensive Tour of
X SCOTLAND during the Summer of 1904.

TWeliners Brsiif ok, Lo,




Wild West.
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Published by Buffalo Bill

SYIIERTH [ jaajiuneih SpegE of ARFEIION DLI ST e sy .u?-.ﬂﬂ-.r.od
SINOOGE PRALA ‘SUMDIE]  pUR SEipos Smyo S
Wi (1Y LA pruEnboR (aa pa S0
gaM) JOA0 unds BojTU] I ‘HOreU éq)
sajeng),, jo - noyrng e ogqy g Sapuaped
WAL KM UOPIELFIRGE SN e moag

AN 0 Ao sy pojdasaan
L A DI ST Diving - ponpoaras
...:.._._.::m_y_..._n:s:m-_.y-..__.____n,n_..._n.:rn.

W A amegEe |

"fried W
M A
(T 1 R W)

L BOSTINGE WL §0 K LA 1) A0




THE WESTERN MAILS




JOHH M, BURKE,

MR, NATE SALSBURY,

colL W, F, cODY (BUFFALD RILLY,
WUOE-PREBIDENT AND MAHAGEL

E)ﬂl S WII(L

mmmmmme AND e s J

ﬁ a\o

CoNGRESS OF RouGH RIDERS OF THE WORLD.

Located lt I‘E:d and 63d Streeis.

Chicago,_t.‘fﬂi?_ff-:. 1803.
Brat. ute .

/ Upit. Gpoth- ol Pl 1 &K wtek
ﬁv?{.’ /"f dvﬁM / / ﬂc‘:( J?&//{. - Lan ,.a{f(.&aﬂ’-f Ar
A‘_‘é/f M’IL“' '4,,_‘,‘ fp’,{,.é:. a,,,{,.u_, _/:,‘Ag- }f}’ufﬂ Ve A a )

| /7
W % F@Elﬂiﬁigﬂ@ N
3 ’ . § W o~ 7S
L o3 .




GORDON W, LILLIE

PAWNEE BILL'S HISTORIC WILD WEST. Organized as a circus road show by
Major Gordon W.(Pawnee Bfll) Lillie in 1B87. Pawmee Bill was a buffalo
hunter and Indian Agent to the Pawnee Indians. In 1909 he merged with
Buffalo Bill and it became the Buffalo Bill Wild West & Pawnee Bill
Great Far East Show.It was nicknamed the "Two Bills Show" and it
failed in 1913. The two covers shown were both used in 1894,
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LAST OF THE GREAT SCOUTS

FORT GARLAND, COLORADO. Airport
dedication cover autographed by:
PAWNEE BILL - Geo.W. Lille
Capt.LUTHER H. NORTH -Pawnee
Scouts.

SILVER TIP - Tom C. Grant.

DIAMOND DICK - Dr.Richard Tanner.
PARSON BOB - last Scout of the
Oregon Trail,on reverse of the
cCover.

Wm.H. ADAMS _ Governor of Colorado.
aAnd others including KIT CARSON III
Postmarked at FORT GARLAND.No year
date,but before 1935.
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GOLLMAR BROS CIRCUS,was founded and operated by cousins of the
Ringlings as a wagon show 1891-1902 and on rails 1903-1916. In
1922 they were operating as GOLLMAR BROS-YANKEE ROBINSON.

The cover above was used from BIRD ISLAND MINN.JUL 18 1898 =2s
per postmark,BIRD ISLAND MINN JUL 18 1898, tying a 2 cent stamp
of the Trans-Mississippi issue.

Funwanunt Al (L]

Eris Lithe, & Printing Ca.
EMIE, FA,

¥r. P. M. Iucﬂliﬂtocka ﬁ:_‘

P.0.Box 4, Northessts
Detroit, Michigan.
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Serrs Froro Circus

Owners of the Denver Post started the Floto Dog
& Pony Show in 1902. Enlarging it and wanting a
fuller title in 1906, they brought Willic Sells into the
firm and called the show Sells Floto Circus. Since the
Sclls title was owned by the Ringlings, Sells Floto
was sued in 1909 and was ordered nor to use the
ictures of original Sells brothers. In 1913, owners
of Sells Floto Circus figured in the financial failure
of the Buffalo Bill Wild West Show, and in 1914-15
their name was Sells Floro-Buffalo Bill Circus, with
Buffalo Bill as a feature. From 1921 until the end of
1929 the show was owned by Mugivan and Bowers’
American Circus Corporation, Ringling bought the
company and operated Sells Floro in 1930-1932. The
title was appended 1o the Al G. Barnes Circus for
1937 and 1938, irs last appearance.

Fioro Cre® ;...

SECOND
LARGEST
SHOW
IN THE
WORLD
e

¥

ADDRESS TO8 CHILLY BLOG
2% 8. DEARDBOAN BT
CHICAGO, ILL,

OFFICIAL ROUTE CARD
| ROUTE CARD NO, 2

sxz BUFFaLo BiLus WiLpo WEesT

FERAMANENT ADDRESS PEAU, IND

THIRD WEEK

|
Miles
1 April 30 Pers, Ind. NY.C.LE&W. 124
May 1 Indianapolis, Ind., L.LE&W..Penna. 74
| May 2 Dayton, Ohia Peana.. 100
l May 3 Calumbus, Ohio Pensa. 71
May 4 Canton, Ohio Peana. 126
May 5 Yeungstown, Ohis Penna. 116

FOURTH WEEK
May 7-8 Pittaburgh, Fenna. Peana. 73
May 9 Altoona, Peana. Penna. 112
| May 10 Lancaster, Penna Penna. 1635
May 11 Norristown, Pemna, Penna. 75
May 12 New Brunswick, N. J. Penna. 78
FIFTH WEEK

May 14 Stamford, Conn. N.YNHE&H 65

| M:zy 15 Bridgeport, Conn. N.Y.N.H.&H. 22

! May 16 Waterbury, Conn. N.Y.N.H.&H. 3
Springfield

May 17 Mass,

N.Y.NH.&H.-B.& [
May 18 Albany, N. Y. B.EA. 1nZ2
May 19 Pittsheld, Mass B.&A. 50
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b T AW
| 7 d e

f2ac




THE WESTERN MAILS

¥ilton D. Kyer,
332 Thipd EZve.,
Fit taburg, Fenna,

COLE BROS. CIRCUS. Created in 1906 by Martin Dovns. The name has been
used by various circus men under several titles. In.the 1930'siit

vas used by Jess Adkins & Zack Terrell. Cover above was used in 1938,
proclaiming CLYDE BEATTY famous wild animal trainer and KEN MAYNARD,
¥ell knov wester movie star. Also see cover below for variation of the
title by JESS ADKINS & ZACK TERRELL. Cover used in 1937.The name is
presently in used by a circus.

AMUSEME EXTERPIISES |\

& © cOLE lnos. CIRCUS
CLYDE BEATTYS

AMImaL TEEIEITIGN
1, Tk

BIGANTIC THATMER Wil

Dazey Churn & Mfg, o, ,
4301 Warnme Ave.,
St.louis, Mo,

Adv. Dept,




MINNESOTA

CIRCUS DAY PARADE

MONTEVIDEO,MINNESOTA July 1911. writer
says,"The Circus was good".

Top post card not identified - 1910-207?

Main Strast, Mantevideo, Minn,




KING BROTHERS
CIRCUS

Floyd and Howard King oper-
ated several shows, beganing
in 1919 withe the Sanger
Circus ,¥hich was named after
the British circus of that
name. Then in the following
years,Harris Bros. ,Walter
L.Main,Gentry Bros. and
Cole Bros. In 1946 they
established KING BROTHERS
CIRCUS which folded in
19506-

cover shown bears the

images of the two brothers,
postmarked at MACON GA.MAR
18.1954.




Sec, 34.66 PLAR
U. 5. POSTAGE

NEW BEDFORD Tues June 29

CIRCUS GROUMDS CHILDREN 55 ADUIT $1.18 - All Ticke
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The King & Franklin Circus was a railroad show that operated from 1887 to 1891. W. E.
Franklin, the manager, was connected with the John Robinson and Franklin Bros. Circus
in 1896. "Bill Woodcock's Circus Letterheads,” Bandwagon, Vol. 10, No. 3 (May-Jun),
1966, p. 19.

KING & FRANELIN'S CIRCUS
Andrew N.King (1843/1890)was born in Texas.He entered the circus
and show business at a very early age.About 1882,he became assoc-
iated with the circus of King,Burke & Co.When Burke retired,W.E.
Franklin became a partner and the firm took the title of King &
Franklin. It was a railroad show operating between 1887 & 1891.
The cover is postmarked CHATTANOOGA, TENN/MAR 18,1890. Andrew
King was not related to Floyd and Howard Eing.



CIRCUS
MUSEUM
A
wro |[HIPFODROME Hornes Zoological Arena
pIHe WLEST Kaname City
et ¥o,

SIG SAUTELLE'S CIRCUS

This was a wagon road show opened by Sautelle in 1885.In 1902 it went
on rails and continued until 1919 when it was closed.The cover is
postmarked Cortland, N.Y.Feb 9,1914 and portrays L/R Sautelle and his
two partners - Lowande & Rollins.It also proclaims a WILD WEST segment
on the program.

THE MIGHTY HAAG SHOWS

This was a wagon show started by Ernest Haag about 1894.In 1909 it went on
rails,but because of lost revenue it went back to wagons in 1914 and then,
£o motor trucks in 1918.Ernest Haag died in 1935 and the circus ended in
1938.The Ringlings called Hagg "The Barnum of the Sticks".Cover is post-
marked STIGLER,OKLA APR 27 1909, the year the circus went on rails.



THE WESTERN MAILS

KIT CARSON
WILD WEST
SHOW.

Organizecd by the
Wisdemann brothers
and operated during
1908 to 1914.

’b Cover was postmarked
at Chicago on March 5,

?k / 1912. Just 6 days after
2 ] this collector was born.

/



THE WESTERN MAILS

FERMANEWT ACESEEN AND WINTLN CuUAATEAS
LANCASTER. M

= ¥r. E. W. Adams,
= Charles Hotel,
Wesat Point, Ga.,

HOWE'S CGREAT LONDON CIRCUS. Started in the 1850's by Seth B. Hoves
and toured England as Howe's Great American Circus.Continued over
the years under several ownerships and changes in title until 1908
when Mugivan & Bowers used the name for = railroad show until 1922.

[P

MILLER BROS & ARLINGTON 101 RANCH REAL WILD WEST SHOW. Organizec by
Edvard Arlington with the Millers,who were Oklahoma ranchers,in 1908.
At one time,Buffalo Bill became paer of the chow,which continued until
1931, under various partnerships and title. The cover shown below was
postmarked August 8,1912.
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GENERAL OFFICES

R 14233 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY,
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SANGER'S GREAT LONDON CIRCUS & MENAGERIE. Originated by Lord
George Sanger in Great Britain. No year date or data om this
circus as well as the CHAS. LEE'S LONDON SHOWS as shown below.

Both covers used in the 1870 and 1B80 periods.

e

The Great London

SANQER'S ENGLISH ME
Dockrill’s Parisian Qr

J. PARKE, . - - ﬂumnl'lhwn

- ]
KL DOOKBILL, - Heoumstrisn Dirsrtor,




CLYDE BEATTY - COLE BROS.
CIRCUS.

This was one of several road shows
operated by the King Brothers and
the Cole Brothers,under various

names during the 1930's through

the 1970's.

Clyde Beatty was one of the
best known wild animal train-
ers that followed in the
footsteps of the great Carl
Hagenbeck.SEE Barnum/Hagen-
beck letter in this exhibit.

Ccover shown was used
from DE LAND,FLORIDA
MAR.31,1968. It was
sent by Floyd King.
a brother of Howard
King of the King
Brothers.



ATTERBURY BROTHERS
WILD ANIMAL CIRCUS

This circus was operated by
Robert Atterbury during the
late 1920's through 1937 when
it was discontinued.

Enclosed letter dated June 21,
1936 at Abbotsford,Wisconsin,
to "Baraboo Bill*" Kasiska., in
which he gives the route of
the circus - "Neilsville,
24,pPittsville 25,5auk City,

27, 21lbany,.Wisconsin 30"

Enclosed letter type
and signed by:

d

&~



SEILS - STERLING
WILD ANIMAL
CIRCUS.

This was a notorized circus
operating in the 1930°'s.
The eguipment was sold
and the show colsed in
1936-

Cover was used from
SANDUSKY,OHIO FEB 21
1938.
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l like a Kair Fighter” |

"That's one of the 1hin_-_"- I like
most about Chesterfields. . . their
advertisements are so reasonable.
No wild claims. .. Nothing that’s
hard 1o believe, Just facts.

"1 wouldn’t want to be a com-
p-ﬂih-r of Chesterfield. TIN"_Y
make 100 _'_'lrull a l'ig:ltrlivf |
really believe they're the mild-
est | ever tasted . . . So mild |
don’t even bother to Keep track
of how many | smoke. They
must be purer, too . . . they cer-

tainly taste better to me!™

L ] ‘--Inppﬂ\i in Da Popt Nao. 300 Mais-
rareproad Cellophane —the best made

THEY'RE MILDER
THEY'RE PURE
THEY TASTE BETTER

Liooerr & Myens
Tovicco Co,
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THE WESTERN MAILS

THE NATIONAL SHOW CO,, INC.

OFERATING Tag

2 AMERICAS BEST
MCIRCUS

FERNAKREST ADENERE"

FtESoART-CINErNNATE T
Genewva, Chio

Er, Bert Cole

Tottenville,
Staten Island,
N. Y,

PEAMANENT ADDRESS

(2. T L
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DOWNIE BROTHERS
CIRCUS

Established by Andrew Downie
McPhee in 1884,traveling by
wagon,railroad and river
boats.In 1911-13 it was
Downie & Wheeler,1914-17 La
Tena,1918-24 Walter L.Main.
all on railroad,then as
DOWNIE BRO'S CIRCUS in
1926.50l1d to Charles
Sparks in 1930 and was
continued in the DOWNIE
name through 1938, vhen

it was sold and failed

in 1939.

Cover shown was used
from LOS ANGELES CALIF.
oCcT 1 1940.The corner
card shows Charles
Sparks as manager.
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animal ever exhibited in America. Here appears to be a similarity

i, is so wonderful, that their speed is accurately estimated at the rate of
Kings and Queens preferred for their nuptial beds; but above all, th
s, as a complete eure for the Hooping Cough.
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" Positively ONE DAY ONLY!
LIBERTY WALL, -  Hisd, Mk

FRIDAY, April 16ti, 1569,
Two Performances at 3 and 8 P. M.

UYLVESTER BLEEGKEN , , .. .. Dircolor of Ammscments,
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TOM THUMB THE LITTLE GENERAL

Letter by P.T.Barnum offering the
services of Tom Thumb & Company,
under the handstamp of the CRYSTAL
PALACE COMPANY/APR 21 1859, at the
time the Little General was in
England.

Dr Sir: Genl Tom Thumb - Picco and
Senor Olivieria, the best solo
violinist living, except one, can
be disengaged from about the 2° May
until the 29 July. On the 6 of July
the little Genersl will sail for
American, never to appear in
England again. They can perform
twice a day & if required three
times a day.

They propose to visit a number of
cities & towns which the General
has not visited in 12 years, but as
he wishes to make some purchases
and arrangements in London previous
to sailing, T have suggested to him
to offer you the services of the
cntire party for the time specified
above.

I think you can have them for 175
{pounds) per week all included - or
if you will only want them to
perform twice per day & will not
object to their performing in
London at night, a deduction of 50
{pounds) per week would be made
from the above.

The entire attraction is very
superior. The General's present
footman & coachman are negros
(black as charcoal) and the
miniture equipage is more
sttractive than before.

The General has any amount of cuts & can also furnish at cost price, those mammoth
colored American Bills. As I leave for the Continent on saturday afterncon 1 will

feel obliged by your reply by return post.
Geo. Grova.

Truly yours/P.T.Barnum
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THE SWEDISH NIGHTINGALE & TOM THUMB

The illustrated covers on this page represent two of Barnum's greatest
entrepreneurial promotions in the history of entertainment - Jenny Lind,
the Swedish Nightingale (above),and the celebrated midget General Tom
Thumb (below). Jenny Lind was brought to America in 1850 by Barnum under
contract that she would not be associated with his museum freaks. She
was paid for 150 concerts at §1,000 each plus all expenses for her maid,
butler,secretary and an additional $25,000 for her musical director. By
By the end of the tour,in May of 1852,Barnum had grossed almost $700,000,

\GCELEERATED AMERLCAN
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JENNY LIND,THE SWEDISH NIGHTINGALE,
ARRIVES IN AMERICA ON THE U.S.MAIL
PACKET "Atlantic®

This folded letter originated at Batavia,Dutch East Indies on
June 20,1850.It was routed "via Marseilles" to Barin Brothers
& Co. London,wvhere it arrived on Aucust 20th.Thence forwarded
to Liverpool where it was placed onboard the "Atlantic". It
arrived at New York on September lst and thence to Boston.
The letter was rated 1 shilling from Batavia to London, At
Liverpool the 1 shilling was crossed out and it was rerated
"24" and "3 CENTS" to New York - 21 cents U.5. and 3 cents
British, because it was carried on a U.S5.Packet Ship.

It was on this very voyage that P.T.Barnum brought Jenny Lind
to America,which is one of the great feats in the history of
entertainment. Before her arrival,Barnum had offered a 3 200
dollar prize for an "ode", GREETING TO AMERICA",to be sung by
Jenny Lind at her first concert.The prize was awarded to Bayard
Taylor and it was set to music by Julius Bennedict.SEE opposite
page for retained copy of the ode in the hand of Bayard Taylor.
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Letter to Carl Hagenbeck,,the great animal tra iner and circus owner,on Barnum's
stationery illustrating his home at: * Bridgeport,Conn.Nov.30,1874"

"My dear Hagenbeck I wish you would read enclosed letter and post it to
Carl Meuller C/0 Herrn Candlist Unrath/Leiden Strasse/Stuttgart/Germany
If he writes you that he will fFi11 my order I will at once send you the money to pay
himalso to pay freight &c soon as you can tell me what it amounts to. Meanwhile if
Meuller asks for some pay in advance please let himhave it....Alsoc please direct
himas to the cheapest and best way to ship the goods to New York and be sure that I
get Bills of Lading and ITnvoice from Meuller &c as to have no trouble in Custom
House. I hope you are doing well. Business is very dull in America,but my Hippo-
drome realies a l1ittle money. I married the young lady who was with me in Hamburg,
"and am very happy. She is the daughter of my friend the "Enterprising Englishman®
whom I have described in chapter 32+%.She sends her kind Regards. Please write me.

Truly yours P.T.Barnum"

*John Fish.Barnum's first wife died in 1873.LIFE OF P.T.BARNUM 1889, by Barnum.
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TRE IDENTIC AL

This Cabin was built by Abraham Lincoln and John Ean]m, in Macon County, IIl., in
1830, and was the home of Mr. Lincoln for two yjars, showing the early laborious and worthy
efforts of vur beloyed late President in his youth, fo make for bimself 4 home.

MR. JOHN HANKS

Will be in the Cabin and answer such' questions as may be prupuundad to him, E
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539 and 541 BROADWAY,
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JUST RECEIVED A GRAND COLLECTION OF

LlVlNl} WILD BEASTS!

AND

PERFORMWG ANIMALS.

1;-_:.....& mlto,_:h mﬂebrm I-ien ﬂing,
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Will Enter the Den of Lions,

At 2 1.2, and at 7 P. M., each day, and exhibit the remarkable power he possesses over these fe-
gocious animals,  Amongst this Collection may be found

'I!W AFRICAN LIONS AND A LIONESS!
ROYAL BENGAL TIGER!
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= AS GIVEN BY
JOHN SANGER
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ALLIE LEON Showboat on the Ohio River. No record of this boat. Most
showhoals were towed like barges by regular steamboats such as the WILL S,
HAYS.

Cover used from Evansville, Indiana, on the Ohio River, in the 1870s.

WILL S. HAYS A sidewheeler built at Freedom, Pennsyivania in 1882. Her
cahin and machinery came from the THOMPSON DEAN when that boat was
dismantled. She was named for the noted song writer and river reporter Col.
Will 5. Hays. She operated in the Cincinnati/New Orleans trade. Was wrecked
by ice in the river in 1888

| WILL S. HAY S, V=%
| Goneral Steamboat and Stezmship Passenger an ' {{&" 1}

OFFICE, No.

o R -
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ADAM FOREPAUGH,
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ADAM FOREPAUGH CIRCUS. Forepaugh began by going on the road
in 1863 and terminated with his death in 1890, At one time
it was the largest circus in the United States. Cover shown
below was used to England in 1B75.
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ORTON & OLDER'S CIRCUS

Hiram Orton,a former sailor on the Great Lakes, formed

a circus at Portage,Wisconsin in 1854.In 1858 he went
into a partnership with A,P,0lder and it became ORTON

& OLDER'S GREAT SOUTHERN CIRCODS 1858-60.Sometime after
1860 Older left the shovw,Hiram retired from management
and died at the age of 72.After Hiram's death the show
continued under the Orton family and Hiram's son Miles,
who was an equestrian bareback rider of note.Miles
died in Key West,Florida in 1903, but the show kept on
going as ORTON BROTHERS CIRCUS,under R.Z.0rton,until
they finally closed it out in the early 1930s. Cover
shown is prepaid by a three cent stamp of the 1857 issue
and postmarked at Tallahassee,Fla Jan 16.1858.the very
same year that Orton & Older began.



VAN AMBURGH & C0'S MENAGERIE & CIRCUS. Established by Issac Van
Amburpgh,the firsL {mportant wild animnl trainer in America,about
1846, After Van Amburgh's death, im 1865,the circus was continued
by his manager,Hyatt Frost,until 1885 when rhe nsme was leased to
Ringling Brotbers. In some fashion Hyatt was connected with P.T.
Barnum as shown by the illustrated lettersheet om the opposite
page. The cover shown above was used from "MI ZION/IOWA/APR Z1"
ﬂlriﬂg the 1860s.

The cover shown on opposite page is postmarked at "NEW YORK JAN &
(1867)" and is addressed to Harrisburgh,Indiana. The lectrer is by
Frost advising Mr.Thomas to have the horses ready and in shape.Hs
writes "I am to be let out of the museum most of the time for the
coming season...l suppose Barnum is now with you and T will come
out soon...we are now getting (the circus) ready for the road
lz‘i“-ll
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BARNUM'S

ANew Dmervican Museum,

537, 539 and 541 Broadway.

Barnum & Van Amburgh Museum and Managerie Co.

PROPRIETORS

P.T.BARNUM, - - - - - - - (General Director,
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SPALDING & ROGERS NORTH AMERICAN CIRCUS Organized in the 1840s

as a wagon show by Doc Gilbert R.Spalding. They also built the
Floating Palace, a deluxe riverboat, where circus performances
were given. It was towed by a steamboat on the Ohio & Mississippi
rivers and was destroyed by fire at New Albany,Indiana in 1B65.
This was the first circus to use a 40-horse hitch to pull the
bandwagon in circus parades., The spectacular 40-horse team was
also used by Yankee Robinson in 1866,Dan Rice in 1873 and Barnum
& Bailey in 1898,1903 and 1904, The driver sat eighty feet behind
the four-abrest lead horses and held ten reins in each hand - one
for each two horses.

The cover show was postmarked at "KALAMAZOO Mich JUL 25 1854",
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40
GREAT COMBINATION

~ Cireus and Menagerie.

JOHN ROBINSOK'S CIRCUS
This was a major circus in the last half of the nineteenth century.
It began operations about 1840 and was run by four generations of
John Robinsons with the show going on rails in 1881. The cover
shown above was used in the 1860's., The photo post card was taken
about 1915-20 in a midwestern town. Probably Iowa.




The Minnesota Territory

YANKEE ROBINSON CIRCUS. Established by Robinson in 1834 as
a tent show giving a circus in the afternoon and "Uncle
Tom's Cabin" at night., By 1860 he went on the road with a
wagon circus until 1876 when it failed. In 1B84 Ringling
Brothers retained him as an adviser for their first circus
under the title "The Yankee Robinson & Ringling Brothers
Great Double Shows,Circus and Caravan, Robinson died that
Same year.

The cover shown was used from the Minnesota Territory as
per postmark "MINNEAPOLIS M.T. JAN 4 1858", Tt bears a 3
cent stamp of the 1856 issue and is addressed to '"Col.W.M,
Doughty/Knightstown/Ind."
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MAGNIFICENT THREE RING CIRCUS, FIVE CONTINENT MENAGERIE, HUGE ELEVATED STAGES, AUSTRALIAN AVIARY

AFRICAN AQUARIUM, ROMAN HIPPODROME, SPECTACULAR PAGEANTS, ARABIAN CARAVAN & TRAMS-PACIFIC WILD BEAST EKHIEIHT_

THE LONGEST ESTABLISHED, THE BEST RECORD, ACLEAM, FIRST CLASS MORAL % UNPARALLELED COMBIMATION, EMBRACING THE
BEST PERFORMAMNCES, LARGEST MENAGERIE, MOST BRILLIANT PAGEANTS AND COMDUCTED ON BETTER LINES THAMN ANY
OTHER TENTED EXHIBITIOM IN AMERICA,

)

S e o e A'-‘

iy, = 7.
e

TEW
I




THE WESTERN MAILS

Seres Bros. Circus

Started in 1872 as Paul Silverburg Circus by four
Sells brothers of Columbus, and called Sells Bros.
Circus in 1875. In 1878, the wapgon show was reritled
and a new railroad show was assembled under the
Sells name. Billed in 1884 as the Sells Bros. 50-Cage
4-Ring Circus. Reached 45-car size in 1885, when it
also had a subsidiary with 44 cars. Catered ro Mid-
\Western farm communities. In 1896 the Seils equip-
ment was renamed Forepaugh-Sells Gircus, and rwo
of the Sells brathers, with James A. Bailey and W.
. Cole, owned the show.

— —
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r- -
HE BIG SHOW OF

THE WORLD

MAGNIFICENT 3 RING CIRCUS,
{ SCONTINENT MENAGERIE,
" HUBGE ELEVATED STAGES,
AUSTRALIAN AVIARY
AFRICAN AQUARIUM,
ROMAN HIPPODROME,
SPECTACULAR PAGEANTS,
3 ARABIAN CARAVAN amuo
L TRANS-PACIFIC WILD BEAST EXHIBIT,

=

SELLS BROTHERS CIRCUS. Cover above contained the illustrated
letter on opposite page.It is postmarked at COLUMBUS,OHIO Jan.
22,1896,In the letter Peter Sells states "we have entered into
arrangements with Mr.Bailey [James A, ] merging the FOREPAUGH
SHOW with ours....Charley Stow is at work for the Show in New York
doing the entire writing for the FOREPAUGH - SELLS consolidation
and will divide his time between BARNUM & BAILEY, BUFFALO BILL and
our show as neccessity requires.We have no other interest in any
other show except in division of territory and a friendly alliance
with the other two....Peter Sells"
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HAGENBECE WALLACE CIRCUS rnamed for Carl
Hagenkeck, the great German wild animal
trainer and dealer in wild animals,who
came to America about 1900. (SEEP.T.
Barnum's letter to Hagenbeck 1874 in
this collection).In 1904 Carl orga-
jzed a Wild Animal Show and took it
on tour in 1905 - 1906 and then sold
the show and NAME to Ben Wallace.It
then became the Hagenbeck Wallace
Circus.Eventually Wallace sold
out,but the circus continued ,
although it suffered a railroad
disaster when a troop train

rammed the circus train in 1918.

The following year it was sold

again and in 1930 it was acqu- :
ired by the Ringlings.The g ¥
1935 show was called the

Hagenbeck Wallace & Forpaugh

Sells Bros.Circus. The Ring- .
1ings leased out the 1937 - Y
1938 shows bringing it to

the end. E
The 1934 show was one of £
the most successful
modern circuses, out-
grossing the Ringling
show the very year that
the cover shown on this
page was used - 1934.4
Special Delivery via
railroad ,See transit
marks on back of cover -
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Horne's Zoolégical Gardens,
Kansas City, Mo.

BARNUM & BAILEY GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH.In 1888 Barnum reorganized hig
Great London Circus,taking James A.Bailey as his partner and renamed

the show BARNUM & BAILEY GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH.Cover above shows how
the Publicity Department siezed the opportunity to use the 2¢ COLUM-

BIAN STAMP to advertize the circus.

RINGLING BROTHERS & BARNUM & BAILEY Combined Shows. The Ringling Bro.
Circus began at Baraboo,Wisconsin in 1884.They bought out Barnum &
Bailey in 190B,operating it as a seperate show until 1918 when it was
combined as RINGLING BROTHERS & BARNUM & BAILEY CIRCUS — THE GREATEST
SHOW ON EARTH.By 188B0 the day of the wagon shows was about over. The
circus had gone on the railroad and the "heyday of the American circus"
would last untill the early 1830's. By 1956 the day of the great " circus
tent" shows was over.In 1957 Ringling Brothers began as an indoor shov.
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HILLTIARD, HUNTING &
DEMOTT'S PACIFIC
CIRCUS.

This was & small wagon
circus operating in the
m ‘west. The writer
states that they have
just arrived in town
and that business has *

ot Leen good ltecause
the farmers are in the
rields. Her -husband has
gone ahcad to rearrange
tie s_hedul= because of
the “Aaferson _how",
The illustraced cover is
pos .marked "CRESCO I0A
A= 2" 1B70 or later.
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b illustrated Selow is the

reverse side of the cover

shown on this page along

with che fllustrated

’ letter-sheet.
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MONTGOMERY QUEEN'S MENAGERIE & CIRCUS

Bought equipment from Adam Forepaugh and began operations in 1873,
Queen sold out in 1878 after a successful and extensive tour of
the west.

The post card pictures the parade on "Circus Day" in Boone,lowa
about 1912-14.
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BURR ROBBINS

Pyreat Menanerie, Roman 'ﬁiyymlmmr

AND EGTYPTIAN CARAVAN.
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BURR ROBBINS CIRCUS =

The Burr Robbins Circus was a wagon road show opperating out
of Wisconsin between 1881 and 1888, The letter is datelined

"Janesville,Wis Oct 30 1B75" and the cover is postmarked at
JANESYILLE WIS/NOV 1",1875.
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KLECKNER & CO'S. CIRCUS & MENAGERIE

This was a small wagon circus traveling through the country
in the 1870's. Post card pictures a circus parade in Chatfield,

Minnesota in 1914. Card is postmarked CHATFIELD MINN JUL 6
1914 2 PM.

Tast Side Main St., Chatfield, Minn.
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