The Minnesota Territory

FORT BNELLING,

Fort Snelling

On August 24, 18149 Colonel Henry Leavenworth arrived at the confluence of the Mississippi and
Minnesota rivers to begin an historic occupation. This strategic geographical site had first been
marked for military occupation by Lt. Zebulon M. Pike in 1805 and a treaty with the Sioux had been
concluded for its cession to the United States.

Leavenworth was replaced by Colonel Josiah Snelling in August of 1820 and on September 10th
the cornerstone was laid for Fort St. Anthony at the extreme point of land formed by the confluence
of the two rivers. This imposing location gave the fort the appearance of having been carved out of
the native limestone upon which it stood. Its name was changed by military orders on January 7,
1825 to Fort Snelling in honor of its builder and commander Josiah Snelling.

In the early years of the fort, mail communication was by the expresses of the fur traders and
and the military. Otherwise more or less by accidental opportunity in the form of an individual
“just going that way.” The river was the great natural highway to Prairie du Chien and civilization.
In the summer the mail was carried by boats and in the winter by foot along the frozen river trails.
A system was arranged whereby the mail carrier from Fort Snelling and the one from Prairie du
Chien set out about the same time, meeting at Wabasha's Village, where the mail was exchanged
and the couriers returned to their own posts.

On May 9, 1828, the first Post Office, in what is now the State of Minnesota, was established at
Fort Snelling with the post sutler, Elias T. Laugham, as postmaster. It continued to operate as a
post office to June of 1918.

From 1819-21 Fort Snelling was in Missouri Territory; from 1821-34 in unorganized territory;
1834-36 in Michigan Territory; 1836-38 Wisconsin Territory; 1838-46 Iowa Territory;, 1846-49
unorganized territory; 1849-58 Minnesota Territory and to the present time in the State of
Minnesota.
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T UNORGANIZED TERRITORY
‘7‘,1,; 7~ W 7 FORT SNELLING This is the earliest recorded postmark of

ph what is now the State of Minnesota. The letter was written from
the American Fur Company post at Sandy Lake in February
M L2 A~ s “Fg 2~ of 1832 (see the top arrow on map.) It was carried outside

the mails to Fort Snelling (middle arrow), where it was post-
marked “2d March 1832 and thence to its destination “Via Prairie du Chien” (bottom arrow).
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FORT SNELLING Autographed letter signed by Zachary Taylor, while commanding
at Fort Snelling, June 14, 1829. Taylor franked the letter and it was carried by a
military express to Prairie du Chien, Michigan Territory. Here the Postmaster
postmarked the letter and rated it 25¢. It should have gone FREE as it was on official
business. The Fort Snelling Post Office was in operation at the time and Taylor's
frank constitutes the earliest marking from that office. Taylor was the only U.S.
President to ever hold a job in what is now Minnesota. At the time of this letter
Fort Snelling was in unorganized territory and did not become part of the Michigan

Territory until June 28, 1834. -
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UNORGANIZED TERRITORY

FORT SNELLING. Folded letter written from Fort Snelling on March 1, 1833
by Robert C. Wood, the Army post surgeon. Wood later became the son-in-law
of Col. Zachary Taylor and served under Taylor during the Mexican War.
Postmarked at “Fort Snelling March 4" and rated FREE as it was addressed to
a New York Senator. This was the residual period betweer: the Missouri territory
and the Michigan territory.
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MICHIGAN TERRITORY

FORT SNELLING Letter written by H.H. Sibley, the agent of the American
Fur Company, to the agent at St. Louis. He reports that he has obtained the
sutlership, through Col. Stambaugh, at the fort. It will be operated for the
Western Outfit of the AF.C. under the “style of Stambaugh & Sibley”. The object
of the arrangement was to weaken the opposition in the Indian trade. Interesting
to see an officer cf the fort sharing in the profit of such an arrangement. Letter
is postmarked at Fort Snelling March 18, 1836. It was carried to a halfway
point between Snelling and Prairie du Chien where the mails were exchanged.
See sketch above,
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FORT SNELLING,IOWA TERRITORY.The cover above was postmarked
at "Fort Snelling 12th Oct 1841".It was missent to NEW
MILFORD,Ct where it was received on "NOV 12",as per post-
mark,and and forwarded to Washington,Ct. Perhaps the most
beautiful of all Fort Snelling manuscript postmarks.
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The Minnesota Territory

ST. PETERS A trading post of the American Fur Company
located on the St. Peter River (now Minnesota River) directly
across from Fort Snelling. Not to be confused with Saint Peter
which is located up the river near the site of Traverse des Sioux.
(See SAINT PETER in this exhibit.)

The name ST. PETERS was changed to MENDOTA and a
Post Office was established under this name in 1854.

The cover shown above bears what appears to be a post-
mark and is rated 25 cents. It is addressed to a missionary at
Lac qui Parie on the western boundary of present dayMinnesota.
(See Lac qui Parle in this exhibit.) This was probably a private
or semi-official operation as it does not appear in official
registers of Post Offices. At the date of the letter, January 31,
1843, St. Peters was in the Iowa Territory and what is now
Dakota County. :
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Published by Currier & Ives

SCENERY OF THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI
An Indian Village
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Ravoux, Aveustin, R. C. priest, b. at Langeac, in Auvergne, France,
Jan. 11, 1815; d. in St. Paul, Jan. 17, 1906. He came to the United
States in 1838; was ordained priest in 1840; visited the Sioux in 131—2
at Traverse des Sioux and Lac qui Parle; returned to Dubuque the
next year, and pﬂ@acmmmwmmm-
Sioux language. In 1844, Father Galtier having removed to Keokuk,
the entire work of the Catholic church in this region was committed
to the care of Father Ravoux, until 1851, when Bishop Cretin arrived
in St. Paul.

FORT SNELLING, IOWA TERRITORY, June 1845 and November 1846
Both folded letters written by Father Ravoux.The 1845.
letter also contained two marriage licenses. Thus the 20¢

postage rate - 5¢ X 4.
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FORT ST. ANTHONY This was the first name of Fort Snelling and this letter is the earliest recorded
communication from this fort in a private collection. It is written and signed by its builder Josiah
Snelling on February 20, 1822, about one year after the site was selected and building begun, and
before it was completed. Snelling writes to the Indian agent who is on a visit to Prairie du Chien.
He reports to Talliaferro on the problems with the fur traders and on “irregularities in (the) trade
such as selling whiskey”. The letter was carried to the “Prairie” by a Mr. Tuttle. Missouri had become
a state by 1821 and Fort St. Anthony was in unorganized territory at the time.
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The stampless letter pictured at the left and printed below
was written by HENRY HASTINGS SIBLEY, who was:
born Detroit 20 February, 1811, died St. Paul 18 February,
1891 ; educated at local academy supplemented by two years
tutoring in the classics and two years of law study; in June

& became clerk in the suttler's gtore at Fort Brady at
Soult 8t. Marie; in spring 1829 entered employ of American
Fur Co. as clerk at Mackinae, and during winters of 1832-33
and 18383-34 was at Cleveland, Ohio, purchasing supplies of
flour, corn, pork, tobacca, and other produce for the com-
pany; in summer of 1834 Hercules L. Dousman and Jos.
Rolette, veteran fur traders in the northwest invited him to
Join as partner in operating one outfit of the American Fur
Co. and to assume exclusive management of the Sioux trade
from Lake Pepin to the Canadian border and west to the
Roeky Mountain divide: arrived at Mendota 28 October
1835 ; built “the first private residence in all of Minnesota
and Dakota” “a substantial and commodious stone dwelling”
where he entertained many explorers, travelers, missionaries,
and other visitors, including the first territorial governor of
Minnesota ; was appeinted Justice of the peace and commis-
sioned in 1840 Captain in Towa Territorial Militia by Robert
Lueas first governor of lowa Territory ; married Sarah Jane
Steele, (sister of his 1st Lt Franklin Steele,) on 2 May 1943 :
chosen territorial delegate to Congress in 1849 ; elected first
Governor ol Minnesota in 1858 ; commanded the troops in the
Sioux War and brought it to a successful end in 1863: in
later years served in the Minnesota legislature, was president
of a gas company, a bank, the board of regents of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, and the Minnesota Histocial Society.

Postmarked : Fort Snelling [lowa Territory] Feby. 15 [1841] 25 [c] (rate) and recé at Burlington March 224, 1841.
(35 days enroute),

Hig Exeellency Robert Liieas River St. Peters, Feb. 13, 1841

Governor of Iowa Territory

Bir, A company of volunteer ‘‘Mounted Men'’ was formed here
last summer, and at a meecting for the Eleetion of Officers I was chosen Captain, Franklin Steele 1st Lieut., Nor-
man W. Kittson 2d Lieut., and William Henry Forbes 31 Lieut. The eommissions were duly received of myself, &
the 1st & 2d Lieuts, but that of Mr. Forbes was not sent. I pray of your Excellency that the latter may be sent with-
out delay, in order that steps may be taken completely to organize the Company, in readiness for service if they should
be called. The law allows to a volunteer uniform company of Mounted Men, carbines, pistols, & sabres. Will your
Excelleney please inform me whether they will be furnished in the spring.

A grave question which involves the Jurisdietion of the civil authorities over the portion of country in the
vieinity of Fort Snelling, claimed as a military reserve, will probably sooner or later arise, and be tested before a
competent tribunal. T respectfully ask for the opinion of your Exeellency upon this point. By a reference to Lieut.
Pike’s treaty with the Sioux in 1805, the latter ceded a tract nine miles square, from below the mouth of the St
Peters and to include the Falls of St Anthony, for military purposes. It is now assumed by some of our military
men, that the land above specified does not belong to the United States, but that the Government has the right of per-
petual occupaney ‘‘for military purposes’’ only. But if your Excellency will turn to Gov’s Clark & Cass’ treaty of
1830 with the Sioux, Sacs & Foxes ete. ete., you will perceive that the Sioux ratified the grant of land made in Pike’s
treaty, and that it is placed in juxta-position with the grants at Prairie du Chien, Green Bay, over which there has
never been attempted to be exercised, exclusive military jurisdiction. The War Department, (influenced probably
by the representations of Major Plympton formerly Commandant here), has decided that those who elaim to be
citizens of Towa, and to be entitled to the protection of its laws, are but tenants at will of the buildings which they
have erected, some of us having expended large sums in erecting suitable buildings for the prosecution of the fur
trade, under the sanetion of the Govt. being hitherto licensed traders. The organie law of Towa, expressly provides
that all lands to which the Indian elaim has been extinguished shall form a component part of the Territory, a.nd"as
a matter of eourse, be under its government. Aecting upon this view of the subject, your Exeellency, most properly
as | eonceive, proceeded to appoint magistrates here. As one & the only one now exercising the powers of a Justice
of the Peace, I have not hesitated to discharge the duties of my office without any referenece to military claim of
Jurisdiction. But as T do not wish to aect blindly in this matter, and as the question is daily more or less mooted, 1
will thank your Excelleney to address me on this subject, that we may be strengthened in our determination to assert
the rights of the Territory which we conceive, to be in this case undoubted, or if we have taken an incorrect view of
the matter, that we may be prepared to abandon our property whenever it may suit the caprice or despotie feeling of
United States Military officers to drive us from our homes. With a fervent hope that your excelleney will as soon as

practicable give a solution to this vexed question, I remain with respect

Your Excelleney’s obt servant
Henry H. Sibley

P. 8. It may be proper for me to say to your Exeellency, that there is no disposition on the part of the commandant
now here to disturb us, but still 1 cannot but consider it as of much importance that we should have your Ex-
celleney’s views on the subject referred to, in case of an attempt to dispute the right of the civil authorities to
enforce the laws of the Territory, on the tract before speeified, H. H. Sibley

-

.
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FORT SNELLING Iowa territory 1845-1846.
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The following two letters give a dramatic view of a military expedition into the
Indian country to obtain possession of the murderers of a white man (also see
Mary Clark’s letter, Oct. 13, 1844, Fig. 232.)

Head Qrs. 3rd Mil. Dept.
St. Louis Mo. Sept. 5, 1844.
Sir: Your communication to Colonel Davenport [William] of the 29th uit.
enclosing a copy of one to you of same date from Mr. Bruce [Amos J., Indian
Agent] & of one from Mr. Riggs [Rev. Stephen R., a missionary] of the 26th ulto.
have been received & submitted to the Colonel commanding the Department,
who instructs me to direct that you will take from your command at Fort
Snelling, as many Infantry, as when united with Capt. Sumner’s [Edwin Vose]
Company of Dragoons, you may deem sufficient to attain the object in view; and
march into the Sissiton Country & there demand the surrender to you of the
man or men concerned in murdering the white man, north of the St. Peters
[river] alluded to in your communication & that of Mr. Bruce & Mr. Riggs; which
murderer or murderers you will turn over to the nearest civil authority, having
jurisdiction of the case. Should they not be surrendered, you will take hostages
from the Chiefs or Principle men of that band, whom you will conduct to Fort
Snelling & detain there, until the murderers are given up, or until you receive
further instructions on the subject.

1 enclose a copy of a letter I have this day addressed to Col. Davenport, to
send you some Mackinaw Boats & of one to Major Dearborn [Greenleaf], to order
Capt. Sumner’'s company of Dragoons, to “Traverse des Sioux”, which company is
hereby placed under your directions, & which you will order back to Fort
Atkinson [lowa Térritory] as soon as you can dispense with its service.

Corn should be sent from your post to “Traverse des Sioux” without delay,
for the Dragoon horses, to keep them in condition to perform the service
required of them.

H.S. Turner
' Cpt 1 Drag. AAAA. Genl
Lieut. Col. H. Wilson [Henry]
1st Inft Commd. Fort Snelling
St. Peters. Fort Snellmg [Iowa Territory]
Ean e oo N S i W
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Head Quar Detachment 1st Inf.
Fort Snelling L.T.
24th October 1844

Sir;

In compliance with your instructions of the 5th of September last, (received
on the 16th) I moved from this Post on the 18th ult. for the Sisseton Country, for
the purpose of demanding a surrender of the persons implicated in the recent
murder of Mr. Wakon [Watson], near Lac [Lake] Travere. The Detachment
(including the Surgeon and myself), consisted of seven officers, eight non-
commissioned officers, ‘and sixty privates. We embarked on the evening of the
Eighteenth ult, in four Mackinac Boats, and eight canoes, and on the seventh day
(24th Sept.) arrived at Traverse des Sioux. Capt. Sumner with his troop of
Dragoons arrived at the same point on the previous day. We carried in our Boats
both provisions and forage, and by my direction, a boat followed, five or six days
after, with an additional supply. It was with the utmost difficulty that I obtained
five small carts [Red River ox carts], each drawn by a single ox, to transport our
provisions, but with this slender outfit, we commenced our march for Lac
Travere, a distance of about one hundred and sixty miles. The country was
rendered exceedingly soft in many places by recent rain, and the duty of
extricating the carts and oxen from the numerous swamps crossed during the
first four days of our march, though severe and trying was cheerfully performed
by the Infantry. On the 27th we passed Le Fromboise [Joseph Laframboise]
trading post, and Lac-qui-parle on the 2nd Oct. and on the 5th we arrived at the
American Fur Company trading post near the head of Big Stone Lake. On the
29th of September I met with a Mr. Brown [Joseph Renville] who trades near Lac
Travere with the Indians about to visit. I despatched him with a friendly message
to assemble the Indians, who had gone on their fall Buffalo Hunt & make known
my object in visiting them with an armed force. He performed the duty assigned
him in a most satisfactory manner. I moved on the 8th of Oct. to Fzesniers
trading Post on Lake Travere to wait the action of Brown who was hunting for
the murderer and his accomplices. The lateness of the season, the scarcity of
grass for the horses and cattle and the coldness of the weather, all reminded me
that despatch was requisite, [ therefore marched with the dragoonsonthe 11th
to Brown's 30 miles beyond, leaving the Infantry, who were somewhat crippled
by their marches and labors, to rest and prepare for any subsequent emergency.
On my arrival at Brown's post he had just returned with the principle chief, who I
assembled in Council. They willingly surrendered four young men named by me
who were accessories to the murder of Wakon, several persons among whom
was Brown, hunted for and found on James's River the lodge of the man who
fired the first gun but he had fled. The Chiefs agreed to deliver him, and another
accomplice as soon as they could find them. Having given the Indians some
friendly advice in Council which I believe will have its due weight for the security
of the whites, in their persons and property, that may here after pass through
their country. We returned to camp at Fresniere on the 12th, and on the 13th I
seized, in our camp, another Indian, who was a member of the same war party
that committed the outrage upon the Drovers, but belonged to one of the lower
bands and was, | understood, regularly receiving his annuity from the govern-
ment.

On the 14th we commenced our return march, with the five prisoners, who
were placed under the charge of the officer of the day and guard with authority
to call for as strong a guard as he deemed necessary, and orders to shoot the
prisoners if they attempted to escape. At about 2 o'clock on the morning of the
19th October, at Bear River, the five prisoners made their escape [rom the guard.
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The Officer of the day, Lt. Selden, has demanded a court of Inquiry which I have
ordered to investigate the matter and will forward the proceedings as soon as
they are completed. We arrived at Traverse des Sioux on the 21st — the
dragoons had marched for Fort Atkinson a few hours before our arrival. They
had been detached near Lac-qui-parle in consequence of the want of grass and
the lateness of the season with orders to proceed direct to Fort Atkinson. On the
Evening of the 23rd we arrived by water at Fort Snelling. In the performance of
the duty assigned me I received much aid and information from Mr. H. H. Sibley
of the American Fur Co. and his agents generally. Mr. Brown was exceedingly
active and successful and rendered the most important services. Mr. Riggs and
Dr. Williamson [Thomas S.] Missionaries at Traverse des Sioux and Lac-qui-
parle afforded us much information and are deserving of our warmest thanks.
The last six days of our march was performed in cold weather and in a country
intersected by marshes, which render it necessary for the troops to march
frequently through mud and water filled with ice. But this and every other
requisite duty was performed cheerfully and readily by both Dragoons and
Infantry who merit the strongest evidence of approbation.

In conclusion I beg to express my acknowledgement for the able assistance

afforded me on all and every occasion throughout the expedition by those two

very excellent officers Capt. Sumner and Backus [Capt. Electus].
I am, sir,
very reptl
your ob Servant

N.B. The notes taken on the march by Lieut. Selden by my direction, together
with a sketch of the country, would have been transmittted with this but for the
want of time to have it embodied when I left this Post. The moment it is received

it shall be forwarded.

Head Quarters Detachment 1st Inf.
Fort Snelling LT.

H. Wilson

Lieut: Col: 1st Infantry Comd.

ILt. Col. Henrv Wilson, 1813-1861 Army. Died Feb. 21, 1872.]
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The following excerpts are from a letter written by a Mary S. Clark from Fort
Snelling on “October 13th 1844". Oddly enough Mary reports the return of the
expedition into the Sisseton country under Col. Wilson (see previous letters).

Mr. Masten Lt. Frederick H. has been absent for a month having been sent with
troops up the St. Peters together with Col. Wilson — Dr. Turner — Lieuts
Carpenter — Denman — Seldon & Capt. Backus — we are expecting them down
daily ... Fort Snelling is a delightful Post much pleasanter I think than Fort
Crawford. The people here are agreeable and sociable ... [Mary continues with
the coming and going of various persons and personal matters. Then... | We were
all awakened last night by what at first seemed the howl of Indians but proved to
be the cry of fire — you can readily imagine the confusion which pervaded
through the garrison. The gallery was soon thronged with ladies in their
nightcaps — each eagerly inquiring where is it? where is it? One lady was seen
walking down the gallery holding a candle in her hand and upon being
questioned as to whither she was going answered with as much coolness as
possible, “I am going home to save some cloths for my two children Kit and Bob".
She was arrested however in her progress by the intelligence that the fire was in
the Commissary store and would soon be extinguished which proved to be the
fact ... | am expecting every moment to hear the cry of Steamboat when the
gallery will be again thronged and made the scene of many bets and conjecture
as to who are the passengers and what news the mail contains... The Steamboat
Otter has at length arrived and brought an addition to our society this winter —
having on it two sisters of Lt. Carpenter — they are neither of them young and
are the ugliest looking mortals in creation. Our garrison will number this winter
15 ladies. We are invited this evening to attend a card party at Lieut Woods. The
Steamer Lynx which is expected hourly will bring us Capt. Plummer with his
bride ... The troops just returned and are all well ... They took 5 Indians as
prisoners, who much to the mortification ofthe command escaped. Lt. Seldon
was officer of the guard at the time of their escape and is to be summoned
before a court martial this morning to give his defence.

Postmarked “Fort Snelling Oct. 25" 1844, Iowa Territory, and addressed to
Temple Clark, Green Lake, Wisconsin Territory.



The Minnesota Territory

rF-Felliocey, ,_
7@" zy N2 Vi/h

ocLeer S

UNORGANIZED TERRITORY

FORT SNELLING. Folded letter postmarked at “Fort Snelling Dec. 3 1847
during the residual period between the lowa territory and the Minnesota
territory.
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WISCONSIN TERRITORY

FORT SNELLING llistorical letter written by Jean N, Nicollet from “St. Pierre
April 19, 1837" (St. Peters across from Fort Snelling). He writes to Julius
De Mun, a fur trader and partner of the Chouteaus of St. Louis, about his forth-
coming exploration of the country between the Mississippi and Missouri rivers.
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The Minnesota Territory

WISCONSIN TERRITORY

FORT SNELLING Letter written by J.C. Fremont while he was
attached to Jean Nicollet’s survey of the great plateau between
the Mississippi and Missouri rivers in 1838. He likes Nicollet but
says “he is inclined to spare neither himself nor us regards labor”,
Nicollet was a real scientific explorer who had been hired by the
US. Government to conduct this survey. The letter is datelined
“St. Peters Upper Mississippi”, which was the headquarters of the
American Fur Company, and directly across the St. Peters River,
(now called the Minnesota River), from Fort Snelling. The letter is
postmarked as per illustration.
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FORT SNELLING In 1850 the first handstamp was put in use which read
FORT SNELLING/IOWA. The cover shown above bears the only recorded
example of this pestmark with the designation IOWA and it is dated MAY 9
(1850), exactly twenty-two years after the post office was opened. Shortly
after this date the word IOWA was cut out as shown by the illustrations above.,
This was the only territorial handstamp of this fort and it was continued in use
until about 1862.
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ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE OF THIS POSTMARK STRUCK
in BLUE - NOVEMBER 17,1850,
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FORT SNELLING The handstamp FORT SNELLING/IOWA was altered
by cutting out the word IOWA. The altered postmark was continued in use for
more than a decade. As a result ot this long use of the same postmark, the word
IOWA began to reappear as illustrated by the Lincoln patriotic cover shown above,




The Minnesota Territory

Stephen Return Riggs

Translator of the Bible into the Dakota language.

LAC QUI PARLE This was an early fur trading
post and Presbyterian Mission to the Sioux
Indians. It was established in 1835 by the
distinguished missionaries, Reverends Thomas
S. Williamson and Stephen Return Riggs.

The Post Office was established on Feb-
ruary 21, 1851 in Dakotah County which was
one of the nine original counties formed
when Minnesota became a territory in 1849.
Riggs was its first and only Postmaster until
it was discontinued on August 14, 1854. On
December 15, 1870 it was re-established
and then on August 31, 1907 it was finally
discontinued.

Cover shown bears the free frank of the
Postmaster: “Free/S.R. Riggs/P.M. Lacquiparle”.
It also received the postmark of FORT SNELLING
when it passed through that office about
1851/54.
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'FORT SNELLING,M.T. Sometime after the first postmark was
altered by cutting out the word IOWA,an attempt was made to
add the territorial designation M.T.' Apparently this
did not prove practical and the M.T. Either dropped out
or was removed. This cover was discovered by the late
Richard McP Cabeen after he had published The First
Hundred Years of United States Territorial Postmarks.
The inks have been checked and are of the same vintage.
No year date but the only example known.
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The Minnesota Territory

FORT SNELLING Letter and cover used from the fort on September 19
about 1861. The cover is postmarked in manuscript with “Paid 3" and the
original territorial handstamp with the word IOWA cut out. There is no year

date on the letter or the cover.




MINNESOTA

FORT SNELLING,MINNESOTA Cover above bears the type III
postmark in purple only - MAR 7 1877.

Cover below bears the type IV postmark - DEC 31 1881.Both
postmarks are scarse. Only two of type III recorded.
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DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA HEADQUARTERS stationary.The cover bearing the 3¢ War Department
stamp is postmarked by the type V postmark of Fort Snelling and is the only recorded
War Department stamp used from .that fort.. The letter shown is in regards to a
pardon for a deserter,in which General Alfred H.Terry refuses to do;"I find the man
who was during his service one of the worst of soldiers,one who was constantly committ-
ing offence against discipline....that he should be held for the full term of his
sentence."At the time of this letter Terry was a Brig.General,In 1886 he was promomted
to Maj.Genl.U.S.A. During the Civil War he had the same rank as a volunteer general.

Terry died Dec.16,1890. The two items have no relation,other than being issued at Fort
Snelling. -
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FORT SNELLING Patriotic covers with the abbreviated territ
used during the Civil War period.
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Letten is manked in upper left M&d&@um Mie 7 (black) msss
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Addnessed 2o Hona (harles (o Dudley, Albany, N.Y. Rated 25 (ned) mass
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Fonit gneL&ngq Uppen ﬂh‘w‘m',o ;
October 18, 7525 " g
Dean Sin:

J have juat heard of an oppontunity from #his Font and embrace it with
pleasune, J had the mﬂw@' a {few lines from Michilimackinac

by Lieut, Moarnis, whom J accidentally met there on his 4o Albany,
f#ﬁw@aﬁMf@MVddﬁefoddgaemb%%mﬂﬁmdm
a jonWi - %‘Leen.é Fort is situated at the entnance of the Fox Riven.
At this place obliged #o punchase an Indian bark canve and proceed on
my jounrney with foun up the Fox Riven, J was six going up,
encamped. ev rﬁ/u! around, a Lire with the Indians. J ened exinemely
M.ﬁﬁjw}:ﬂ e water was in such a state #hat the fish were {loating
on the

A [ his rd about ei b/ ed, 2o

f*ﬁ iy s By s s omey eyt B g om e Seihpets et s, g
ed on ,ﬁ%i_ Ouwisconsin River, uhere in zﬁau-; %wgime out .1161 the

Y P, - tid o B o pasonis E

miles an f;m. %Iae OLmn.din Mvabouﬁ b4 miles gﬁove ?Ma

g g meon&mﬁﬁjﬂ_m&%@eﬁim&fﬁ2 miles

from Trairie du (hien 4o Font Snelling,

W 74. { the Misaissipnl owing o h ‘i 2h

e i G e R % nil) of g s S i
Zaken doun with a severe bilious , unich has confined me Zo my

quartens until a few days - at one Zime J was v Mmduu&aﬁmy—
seld back in Utica again., J am now recovering rode out Ao~days’

J arrived hene on e 14th of last monih but have noz been able 4o see

ing of the couniny yet. Fort Snelling is situated at the n
oz.ﬁ’r.eaivéu L AALAAL ngdﬁ‘i.'f""e.fm’.d. It is v W
healthy, Jt is the most rnemwite military post in the United States -
no sociely whateven within fw on three hundred miles at Prainie du (hiens
lhere are 4ix companies here of ithe 5 J) commanded by (ol
Snelling aften whom the Font is named - about mens' The buildi are
v tine and officers quanters good - we have fourn ladies in oun -
a%am’dwuaﬂﬁm@abeﬁneﬂme, a surgeon arrived here -
unethen J shall be kept hene on sent furthen doun the Misaisaippi J
canno say, Ihis place is betten knoun by Zhe name of Falls of S4,
Anthony, uwhich are a few miles up the 54 Peter's Riven,

J have uniititen dinecton 6% a formen lettern. J have not heand Lnom
home aince J left Detnoit - Please rememben me o Mg, Dudley,

. harnles Fo Dudl Y, ;
ags i Luiley Rt il v sy

T wnote you Zwice ,&am Detnoits
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FORT SNELLING Free frank of Franklin Steele, the Postmaster at Fort Snelling,
used from Philadelphia to Washington, D.C. April 10, 1842. Cover also bears the
handstamp of the MERCHANTS HOUSE/M.W. BRIDGES/PHILADELPHIA. At this
time the Postmaster could use his frank from any point in the United States.
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POST ON BULLETIN BOARD

6-CENT
FORT SNELLING

GREAT NORTHWEST
— —1826FORT SNELLING 1670

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

- 7 =
— - -

1820 FORT SNELLING 1970

The 6-cent commemorative stamp honoring the Great Northwest and Fort Snelling will
be first placed on sale at Fort Snelling on October 17, 1970.

This stamp celebrates the 150th anniversary of an outpost that played a heavy role in
the opening of the great northwest.

The six-color horizontal stamp was designed by David K. Stone of Port Washington,
New York. It shows the fort, which was built atop sandstone bluffs at the juncture of the
Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers, south of Minneapolis.

In the foreground is a keelboat navigated by five men that is approaching two tepees
on the shores edge. Across the top of the stamp in black roman capitals is ‘‘Great North-
west/ 1820 Fort Snelling 1970."" Bottom left, also in black, is “*US 6¢."”

Yellow (water and sky) and brown (bluffs) were printed by lithography. Red (fort's roof
and keelboat) and blue (fort's walls) were printed in another lithography pass. A third press
pass, through the Giori, applied black (inscription and fort's windows) and green (trees on
bluffs).

A temporary postal station will be established at Fort Snelling October 17 and the can-
cellation will read "'Fort Snelling, Minnesota."

Collectors desiring first day cancellations may send addressed envelopes, together with
remittance to cover the cost of the stamps to be affixed, to the Postmaster, St. Paul, Minne-
sota 55101. A close-fitting enclosure of postal card thickness should be placed in each
envelope and the flap either turned in or sealed. The envelope to the Postmaster should be

endorsed ‘‘First Day Covers Fort Snelling stamp.”’ Requests must be postmarked no later than
October 17. . .

U.5 GOVERNMENT PRIMTING OFFICE : 1970 OF —404-152
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Pembina & The Red River Mails of Canada

PEMBINA One of the historic points of entry between Canada and the United States. It was located
at the mouth of the Pembina River on the west side of the Red River in what is now North Dakota.
A trading post was built at this site as early as 1797 by the Northwest Co. In 1823 the exact position
of the International Boundary was established and Pembina was found to be in the U.S. Territory.
Previous to this the Canadians had claimed it as part of the Red River Colony and under the sphere
of the Hudson’s Bay Co. By 1840 the American Fur Co. was well established at Pembina and a great
trade had developed between the Red River Settlement (now Winnipeg) and Fort Snelling and
St. Paul.

The first Post Office was established at Pembina May 18, 1850 in Minnesota Territory. Since
there were no east/west trans-Canada mails, most letters were sent to eastern Canada and England
via Pembina and St. Paul

The letter shown above was written on Dec. 29, 1851 from Fort Augustus, near Edmonton,
Canada, by John Rowand, Chief Factor of the Hudson’s Bay Co. He reports on the weather, the
Indians starving, no buffalo, half-breed hunters fighting with the Sioux Indians, and on the affairs
of the Company and various officials of same.

This letter was carried by an express of the Hudson’s Bay Co. to the Red River Settlement.
it entered the U.S. mails at PEMBINA, M.T./April 2, 1852 as per postmark and thence to Montreal,
via St. Paul, where it arrived on May 13th. Here it was forwarded to Lachine, as per postmark and
manuscript directive in lower left corner, which was then crossed out and the address changed to
St. Polycart. The 10 cent rate in blue was the U.S. charge, the 6d, which has been crossed out, was
the Canadian charge, and the 3d was the final forwarding charge from Lachine to St. Polycart.
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The Red River Mails

PEMBINA - U.S. and CANADIAN FRONTIER. Letter from Chief Trader
A_H. Murray to his brother in Scotland via St. Paul and New York. The following
is from the letter: “I am now here as far south as I can goon British Territory...
my duty is to oppose the Americans who are trading all along this Frontier ...
among the many advantages of this place is a POST OFFICE ... The Americans...
send a MAIL EVERY TWO MONTHS BETWEEN THIS AND ST. PAUL... I send this
letter by said mail”. Postmarked at PEMBINA Dec. 20, 1852 and rated 24 cents
paid - b cents U.S. and 19 cents Great Britain as denoted by the numeral 19in red.

The following is an explanation of the postal service between the US. &
CANADA for this unique International Route:

“The raie for letters from RED RIVER SETTLEMENT to CANADA was 10cents,
which paid the postage from PEMBINA to CANADA. On top 9of this a carrier
charge of one penny (two cents) was payable in cash for conveyance, per letter to
PEMBINA. The postmaster at RED RIVER SETTLEMENT was actually acting as
an agent of the UNITED STATES POST OFFICE. [He carried U.S. postage stamps
in stock. | All mail received by him for dispatch to the UNITED STATES, CANADA
or abroad was charged as if the letter originated in the UNITED STATES, he then
Jorwarded the mail by carrier to PEMBINA, MINNESOTA, from where it was
Jorwarded with the US. mails to destination. The Hudson's Bay Company
Ships still came and went twice a year, and carried the bulk of the mail as it
was cheaper though slower than the Pembina/St. Paul route.”

“CANADA" as referred to above is that portion east of the Great Lakes.
The Red River Setilement was part of what the Hudson’s Bay Company called
Assiniboia which was a part of Ruperts Land at that time. It is now part of the
city of Winnipeg in Manitoba.
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The Red River Route

Up to the early 1880’s there were no trans-Canada mail routes, Letters were routed through the
United States, or carried by the Expresses of the Hudson’s Bay Company. One of the routes used
‘was ihe Red River Trail from the Red River Settlement (Winnipeg) via St. Paul, Minnesota.

The cover shown traveled over this route and bears the classic manuscript postmark “Red River
Nov. 1855 B.N.A.” (British North America).
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The Minnesota Territory

RED RIVER The cover shown bears one of the classic post-
marks of Canada Red River/Nov. 10, 1855/B.N.A. (British
North America). The Postmaster at the Red River Settlement
(now Winnipeg) probably traced the circle with the use of a
coin, or some other round object, and then wrote in the
postmark. There are eight or nine covers known between the
dates of November 10, 1855 and March 10, 1856 and three of
them are in this exhibit. This short period of time is explained
by the sudden death of Postmaster William Ross in April or
May of 1856.

Because the mails of the Hudson's Bay Company were too slow, the settlers at Red
River decided to establish their own mail service via St. Paul, Minnesota Territory. On
November 4, 1853 Ross wrote to his brother James “We have subscribed the sum of 60
pounds to aid the Yankees to carry the mail — it starts tomorrow.” Those who failed to
subscribe or contribute to the 60 pounds were obliged to pay 5 shillings per letter.

In January or February of 1855 the Council of Assiniboia (R.R. Settlement) put the
mail service on an authorized basis and named Ross the Postmaster, On November 10,
1855 Ross applied the first postmark as shown on the cover above. Since there was no
official Canadian Post Office, this manuscript marking is considered a provisional post-
mark. None of Ross’ successors appear to have used a postmark until after 1870.

The first year the mail was contracted to be carried to Saint Paul but in some cases
the mail was put in the post office at Fort Ripley and Swan River, M.T. See covers from
these two post offices in this exhibit. After Ross became Postmaster the Red River mails
entered the United States at Pembina, Minnesota Territory. The name Pembina is
pronounced PEM-BIN-AW.




The Minnesota Ten{tory

PEMBINA M Ty June 3/54

Cover originated at
Red River Settlement
June 3,1854 and
entered the U.S. Mails
at Pembina,in what

was then the Minnesota
Territory.

SWAN RIVER M.T.

Post Office estab-
lished Dec.31,1850
in Benton Co.It was
discontinued Jan.7,
1879 while in Morr-
ison Co.The cover is
from the Ross corr-
espondence,origin-
ating at Red River
in 1854.It was rou-
etd " Via Pembina

Minnesota Territory
U.S.America".
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PEMBINA When the state of Minnesota was formed March 2, 1858, all of the
territory between the Red and Missouri rivers reverted to an unorganized status
until the formation of Dakota Territory on March 2, 1861. Sometime after Minnesota
became a state the Pembina Postmaster used a handstamp which read PEMBINA
MIN. This handstamp was used as late as 1862.

The cover shown above was used during this intermittent period while under
the state of Minnesota - May 15, 1858.

Cover shown below bears the handstamp PEMBINA MIN. and is a late use of
May 10, 1862. The red PAID was applied at the Red River Settlement and both covers
originated from there,
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FORT GARRY This is the Upper Fort Garry built by the Hudson’s Bay Company on
the Red River at the present site of the city of Winnipeg. Lower Fort Garry was about
halfway between the upper fort and Lake Winnipeg on the Red River.

The Post Office was established here in 1870 until May I, 1876 when it was changed
to WINNIPEG.

Cover shown was used from Fort Garry Dec. 26, 1874 and entered the United States
mails at Pembina, Dakota Territory on Dec. 28th.




THE WESTERN MAILS

RED RIVER SETTLEMENT TO CANADA
VIA PEMBINA and U.S.MAILS

1852, 3p Red on Wove (4; SG 18). Two singles, each with [ull to large margins all
around, tied by partly clear “Pembina Min, Apr. 27 circular datestamp, second
very clear sirike on 1862 bull cover to Ouawa, forwarded 1o Almonte, blue (ramed
CUSTATES 10" cross-border exchange olfice handstamp, possibly originating from
Fort Garry, Manitoba, backstamped in transit ar Prescott (May 17), Ottawa (May
1), Franktown (Mayv 22 in red) and Almonte (May 22), straightline “FORWARDED™
handstamp

EXTREMELY FINE AND ONE OF TWO RECORDED CANADIAN BEAVER FRANKINGS ON
MATL ORTGINATING INTHE RED RIVER SETTLEMENT AND POSTMARKED AT PEMBINA.
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Dublished by
Walter B. Bown
PROPRIKTOR,

PEMBINA The two covers shown are examples of the use of
printed routings on westbound and eastbound mail. This shows
the preference to the Pembina/St. Paul route.

Cover shown below bears the Dakota Territorial postmark of
Pembina - PEMBINA DAKOTA NOV 6 (1868). It is backstamped
OTTAWA/NO 21/68/C.W.
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PATRIOTIC COVERS

1861-1865
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PATRIOTISM ON THE CANADIAN FRONTIER

-
PEMBINA,MIN.MAY 10 [1863]. The two covers were addressed by Charles H.Watson to
his relatives in Red Wing,Goodhue County,Minnesota. One from Pembina on the
Canadian border and the other from Memphis, Tennessee,after his company was
removed to the greater war in the south. There were five privates by the name of
Watson in companies 6,7 and 8th Minnesota Volunteers. However, Charles was from
’{.:‘ Goodhue County to where the covers are addressed. Also,o0n the corner card of the
}
|

Ll 9 SN I,

STXTH REGIMENT there is a note that the letters(not present) between 1862 and

1863 are from Fort Snelling and Fort Ridgley in 1863. Charles served as a private
from 1862 to 1865 in the 6th Minnesota Infantry. See Cady and Cheetham letters in
this collection. The PEMBINA patriotic cover was "Paid 3" in cash and is the only

recorded patriotic cover from that post office.
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VIA PEMBINA NORTH AMERICA
NEW ZEALAND TO RED RIVER SETTLEMENT

Cover originated at INVERCARGILL, SOUTHLAND,NEW ZEALAND May 26,1869. It is
prepaid by the 2 pence and 1 shilling stamps of N.Z. and routed via London
and New York as per transit marks. Addressed to "John Inkster/Merchant Red
River Settlement/United States via Pembina/North America.' A rare usage
from New Zealand. The red crayon "8" ig the N.Z. share of the postage, and
the handstamped "2 CENTS" in red is the U.S. charge across the line into
Canada.Because of the transit time of about 80 days the cover was probably
routed via Cape Horn. If it had gone via Suez & Marseille the time would
have been at least 20 days less.The Panama route had been discontinued in
1868 and the San Francisco route was being negotiated in 1869. From New

York the route would be via Chicago, St.Paul and Pembina.

Mourning cover used from
LABUAN to WINNIPEG,on the
Red River in CANADA, via
LONDON & NEW YORK.Postmark-
ed "LABUAN JY 18 1896"with
arrival in LONDON "20 AU
96'".and backstamped
"WINNIPEG AU 31 95 CANADA'",
It was probably routed via
Singapore, Indian Ocean &
the Suez Canal to London.
Thence to Montreal by
steamer and on to Winnipeg
over the CANADIAN PACIFIC
R.R. which had been comple-
ted eleven years earlier -
November 7,1885.
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