The Minnesota Territory

Exploration and the international fur trade brought the first white man to what is now the
State of Minnesota.

In 1680 Father Louis Hennepin stood at the only major cataract in the Mississippi River and
named it for St. Anthony of Padua. In a true sense St. Anthony Falls became the cradle of Minnesota
history with the establishment of Fort Snelling and the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis. At various
times Minnesota was under the flags of France, England and Spain. With the Louisiana Purchase,
it became part of the territories of Louisiana and Indiana. At one time or another Missouri, [llinois,
Michigan, Wisconsin, lowa, and what are now the states of North and South Dakota were all part of
the Minnesota Territory.
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St. Anthony Falls as it probably looked in Father Hennepin’s time.
— In the Morning of its Glory -

‘ The Min nesota Ti?rritnry was formed on March 3, 1849 and became a state on May 11, 1858.
This was a unique period in the postal history of our nation because of the emergence of the envelope
and the adhesive postage stamp. Thus we have an interesting and colorful combination of folded

letters and envelopes with or without postage stamps as well as the late usage of the territorial
postmarks on patriotic covers of the Civil War.




ST. PAUL This folded letter bears the Type [ handstamp dated January 13,
1850 which comes in both red and black, It originated at “Long Prairie Dec. 28,
49", and it was carried to St. Paul by a Mr. Lowry and placed in the Post Office,
He was on his way to Washington with three Indian chiefs.

The writer is Maria the sister of Henry Oscar Houghton, the founder of the
Houghton Mifflin Publishing Company, and to whom the letter is addressed.

To quote Maria in part: “We are now two hundred miles above Red Wing -
rapidly approaching as you see the Queens dominions (Canada) - The Indians
at Red Wing were all away on their winter hunt (thus no Indians to teach) -
We are now among the Winnebagoes and engaged in the same school - the
Winnebagoes are much in advance of the Sioux and other tribes - You will find
our location on the map as far north as 46 north latitude on Long Prairie River -
The Indians declare the country is nothing but a large lake and that is the cause
of the bad roads". Then on January 1, 1850 she adds “Happy New Year to you -
a beautiful day of eighteen fifty has dawned upon us” and then closes with

“Our Post Office address is St. Paul, Minesota Tery - It is one hundred fifty miles

from Long Prairie™.
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SAINT PAUL Cover shown bears the Type 1l handstamp and
is rated 5 cents collect.

The writer is George Fuller, US. Army Engineer, who has
just arrived at Fort Snelling to take part in a survey of the fort
and the military reserve. 1853.




SAINT PAUL. Cover originated at Dayton, Ohio to Martin McLeod in St. Paul,
M.T. Here it was forwarded to Lac qui Parle 5 cents collect. This postmark comes
in black, red, green and dark blue. (See all 4 in this exhibit.) McLeod was a
pioneer fur trader with the Indians representing the American Fur Company.
He came to the Minnesota country in 1836 and was in charge of trading posts
successively at St. Croix, Traverse des Sioux, Big Stone Lake, Lac qui Parle and
Yellow Medicine.




The Minnesota Territory

SAINT PAUL The two covers on this page bear the Type 11
handstamp which comes in black, red and green, It also comes
with or without the US. Paid 3 with stars. This little paid
handstamp is known only in black or red.
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TEN CENT 1847 USED FROM THE MINNESOTA TERRITORY.

After 140 years the first cover bearing an 1847 stamp from the Minnesota
Territory has been found. Post Office records shown that on February 4,
1851 the postmaster at Saint Paul received and signed for 200 five cent
and 900 ten cent stamps of the 1847 issue. Eight days later J.Ridgway
Jenks posted the above cover bearing a ten cent 1847 stamp. It is tied
by the type II postmark of SAINT PAUL MIN.TER. FEB 12. There is no year
date but the time frame makes it 1851. The 1847 issue was declared 1in-
valid on July 1,1851. This is alsp the earliest known use of an adhesive
postage stamp from the Minnesota Territory.
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Jenks was the brother of Governor Ramsey's wife.He operated a drug store
in partnership with Dr. David Day. See following page for cover bearing
the corner card of DAY & JENKS. Also note top cover above bearing the
cornercard of JENKS & OGDEN to whom the cover is in care of.A local usage
by BLOOD'S PENNY POST PhilaD JAN 17 1859.
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SAINT FAUL. The two covers on this page are from the same corresponence
as the'10¢ 1847"cover on opposite page. Cover ABOVE bears a 3¢ orange .
brown(3cott #10),canceled by a red PAID, and the Type II postmark struck
in red. No vear date but probably 1851. Cover BELOW bears a corner card
of DAY & JENKS., It is prepaid with the 3¢ stamp of the 1857 issue and
and tied by the Type III postmark - SAINT PAUL Min./AUG 7 1860.




The Minnesota Territory

THEZ ONLY KNOWN 1847 COVER ADDRESSED TO THE MINNESOTA TERRITORY

The cover shown above originated at "GOSHEN N.Y. JUL 6" 1849 and is the earliest
known use of a adhesive postage stamp INTO the Minnesota Territory. No usage of
the 1847 stamps FROM Minnesota are known although 200 five cent and 900 ten cent
stamps were receive from Washington by the St,Paul postmaster on February 4,1851.
For many years a rumor has persisted that there is a 5 cent used on cover from
St.Paul, but it has never surfaced - only that someone told someone that they had
been told that there was one. The day may come when such a cover with a five cent
or a ten cent stamp will show up. It is possible!

Alexander Wilkin, to whom the cover is addressed, came to St,Paul, following his
service as a captain in the Mexican war, in 1849, At various times he was engaged
in a law practice and at one time was the U.S.Marshall for Minnesota. In '851 to
1853 he was secretary of the territory and in 1855 he went to the Crimea ‘to study
the Crimean war. In 1861 he organized the first company of the First Minnesota
regiment and in 1862 he became the colonel of the Ninth Minnesota in the Civil
War. Wilkin was killed in the battle of Tupelo,Mississippi on July 14,1854,
Wilkin county was named for Alexander Wilkin,
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The Minnesota Tervitory
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NOTICE

Of the establishment of the Land Office for the CHIPPEWA LAND
DISTRICT, in the TERRITORY OF WISCONSIN.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

GEVERAL LANP OFFICE.
dpril Tth, 18548.

IN pursuance of the first section of the act of Con-
gress, entitled “ An aet to ereate an additional land dis-
trict in the TErrITORY 0F Wisconsin, and for other pur-
poses,” approved March 3, 1847, I do hereby declare
and make known, that the land office for the distriet ere-
ated by said act is established at the “Favws or Sr. Croix
River,” in said Terrvitory ; the site this day designated
by the PresmmenT of the United States.

Given under my hand at the City of Washington this
seventh day of April, Anno Domini one thousand
eight hundred and forty-eight.

By order ol the President :

RICHARD M. YOUNG,
Commissioner of the General Land Office.
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The Minnesota Territory

SAUK RAPIDS When Minnesota became a state on May 11, 1858
the Postmaster altered the territorial cancel by cutting out the Tand
leaving the M Lo denote statehood. See cover below,
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CLEAR WATER This Post
Office was established
on January 11, 1856 in
Wright County. The name
was changed to one word -

. CLEARWATER - on De-

cember 1, 1895.
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COTTAGE GROVE This Post
Office was established on
December 19, 1849 in Washing-
ton County. The cover shown
bears the official frank of its
first Postmaster P.P. Furber.




The Minnesota Territory

CENTRAL POINT Post Office was established on October 22, 1855
in Goodhue County. It was discontinued August 7, 1860.
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ZUMBROTA The Post Office was established on June 15, 1857 in
Goodhue County. It received its name from the Zumbro River on
which it is located. The Sioux name for this river was Wazi Oju. See
Wasioja in this exhibit.
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The Minnesota Territory
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CLAREMONT The Post Office
was established on January 24,
1856 in Dodge County. Named
for Claremont, N.H., whence
several of its settlers came,
including George Hitchcock,
its first Postmaster.

Some of the early Post-
masters used Minnesota or
out the word “territory”.




The Minnesota Territory

MINNEISKA Post Office established as Mount Vernon on
October 22, 1852 in Wabasha County. The name was changed
to MINNEISKA on March 5, 1856,

NEWBURG The Post Office was established on July 19, 1855
in Fillmore County. In 1859 the spelling was changed to
NEWBURGH and then changed back to NEWBURG in 1895.
It was discontinued on June 30, 1902

There is no year date on the cover, but it could very well
be territorial usage.




The Minnesota Territory

SILVER CREEK Post Office was

L established on January 30, 1856 in
\%&-u %ﬂm ﬁ J -4 ot 4 ? Wright County. It was discontinued
on December 23, 1863. Named for

the creek that runs through the
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The Minnesota Territory
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WILTON The Post Office was established on June 4, 1856 in Steele
County. On February 27, 1857 it became part of the newly formed
Waseca County. It was discontinued on July 27, 1881.

Alexander T. Stewart, to whom the letter is addressed, was one
of New York's richest merchants. During his life he gave vast amounts
of money to charity. People from all walks of life wrote to him for
help - money, loans, and whatever else he might have. He responded
to many and this letter is the plea of a Minnesota pioneer for such
help.
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The Minnesota Territory

AR Y. Y -
i s ‘/ : m/ PINE ISLAND Post Office was established on September 12,
. 1856 in Goodhue County. It was called Wa-zee-wee-ta by the
Lald” /{ / ’,{/ "P'P Indians and was a lavorite wintering spot where they were
protected from the winds and storms by the tall pines,

PRESTON The Post Office was established on March 1, 1856
and is the Seat of Fillmore County. It was settled in 1853 by
John Kaercher and named after his millwright, Luther Preston.
Preston was also the first Postmaster.




MARINE MILLS Post Office was established on April 25, 1848
in St. Croix County, Wisconsin Territory. On October 27, 1849
it became part of the newly formed Washington County. The
name was changed to MARINE ON SAINT CROIX on March 22,

1917 and it is presently in operation. ‘

About 1838 the Marine Lumber Company of Marine, 11l
began lumber operations on the St. Croix River - thus the name
MARINE MILLS. :
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The Minnesota Territory
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~ MARINE MILLS Post office was established on April 25, 1848 in St.
Croix County, Wisconsin Territory. On October 27, 1849 it became part of the newly
formed Washington County. The name was changed to Marine on Saint Croix on
March 22, 1917 and it is presently in operation.
About 1838 the Marine Lumber Company of Marine, Ill. began lumber
operations on the St. Croix River — thus the name Marine Mills.
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OWATONNA The post office was established on August 16, 1855 and is the
Seat of Steele County, The name Is derived from the Sioux word meaning "Straight

River”.




STILLWATER The Post Office was established on January 14,

1846 in St. Croix County, Wisconsin Territory. Then on Decem-

ber 18, 1850 it became the Seat of Washington County in the
newly organized Territory of Minnesota

The cover shown above was used on July 29, 1848, just 61
days after Wisconsin became a state and about seven months
before Minnesota became a territory. Stillwater was located
on the St. Croix River and was an important lumbzr and steam-

boat center. Note postmark which reads: “Stiliwater Wis/

July 29"
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The Minnesota Territory
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ST:LLWATER The maps shown above locate Stillwater as well as the St. Croix,
Minaesota and Mississippi rivers.

The cover shown was used on September 16, 1852,




The Minnesota Territory

LE SUEUR Post office was established on August 4, 1852 in Dakota
County. When Le Sueur County was formed on March 5, 1853 itbecame the County
Seat of that county. It was named for a French fur trader and explorer, Pierre Charles
Le Sueur.

TWENTY FOUR CENT RATE TO GREAT BRITAIN

STILLWATER The post office was established on January 14,
1846 in what was then St. Croix County, Wisconsin Territory. On December 18, 1850
it became the Seat of Washington County in the newly organized Territory of
Minnesota. Stillwater is located in the beautiful valley of the St. Croix
River and was an important lumber and steamboat center.
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The Minnesota Territory

WABASHAW During the territorial days the name was spelled Wabashaw
but sometime before 1875 the Post Office changed the spelling to WABASHA -
as it is today. The Post Office was established on December 15, 1842 in what
was then the lowa Territory. It was discontinued on July 27, 1844 and then on
March 9, 1848 it was re-established as Nelsons Landing in what had become
the Wisconsin Territory. On January 22, 1850 the name was changed back to
WABASHAW in the newly formed Minnesota Territory and it became the Seat
of Wabasha County.

Its name comes from a hereditary line of Sioux chiefs who bore the name
Wapashaw which was corrupted to Wabashaw and finally to WABASHA.
The cover shown above was used on May 5, 1844 when Wabashaw was only

a trading post and Indian village. The cover below was used on July 6, 1857 and
both covers have the spelling as WABASIHAW.
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ROCHESTER The Post Office was established on March 9,
1855 and is the Seat of Olmsted County. It was named for the
city of Rochester, New York and is the home of the world
famous Mayo Clinic.
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ROCHESTER M.T. MAR 17,1858. Cover bears the Type II
postmark.
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Little Canada Minn May 21.Post Office was established
in Ramsey County on April 17,1852 and discontinued on
April 10,1876. There is no year date so it may or may

not be territorial use. :
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The Minnesota Territory

FARIBAULT During the territorial period the Postmaster used
two handstamp cancels as represented by the covers on this page.
The one above is Type I, the one below is Type Ila which is the same
as Type II without the date in the center.




The Minnesota Territory

MINNEAPOLIS M.T. Post Office established in Hennepin,
County on January 7,1854.Both covers bear the Type II
postmark and are prepaid with the stamps of the 1851
issue. No year dates ,butlikely territorial usage.
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MINNEAPOLIS The Seat of Hennepin County was founded in 1849
by Col. John H. Stevens. The Post Office was established on January 7,

1854.
The name was compounded from Minnehaha and the Greek
word “polis” meaning city.
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The Minnesota Territory

MINNEAPOLIS Two covers addressed to the Minnesota Territory.
Origin of the cover shown above is not clear, but on arrival at the

Minneapolis Post Office it was canceled and forwarded to Northwood,
Minnesota “fwd 3"
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LE SUEUR The Post Office was established on August 4, 1852 while in Dakota County. Then
with the formation of Le Sueur County in 1853, it became the County Seat until it was succeeded
by Le Sueur Center in 1876.

The letter shown was written on board the Steamer EQUATOR on May 17, 1857 by the
clerk of the boat. They were on their way up the Minnesota River: “We are now started on a trip
to the Upper Indian Agency called Red Wood. Tt is over four hundred miles by river and not
quite two hundred miles from St. Paul by land - we have Eighty Soldiers on board and their
supplies and the balance of our load is Indian Goods - there are a few ladies on going up for a
pleasure trip - we shall do all in our power to please them.”

STEAMER EQUATOR A side-wheeler of 61 tons. Built at Beaver, Pa. in 1853 for the Upper

Mississippi, St. Croix and Minnesota River trade. It was wrecked in a great storm on Lake
St. Croix in April of 1858,




The Minnesota Territory

""’//4*‘9&"‘ "Zf (v fiteas oo,y M%Z%& feseeco)
}J QIMZM@%Z;*&%/*%

JM{'@/{ %@MWM% Zaéa:..-_;/v—n,a?
}/Mﬁy -izwﬂézj-y Wéw:.;%%mw Jeor

o My/éw«w MM/WM CI/M:‘;:’/{M /71#L.h-'
W etncic, S, Toersidffelas J TP oo 2o,
ﬁ:;ﬂ—a_aty LJM%&?MM G i
N - et Lvc A 2 b

W Ed’d&(—‘gﬁ:’

ﬁ.ﬁ 2 &L FARIBAULT Post Office was established on June 29, 1853
and is the Seat of Rice County. It is named for Alexander
W—ﬁ f Faribault, one of the early fur traders with the Indians.
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CONCORD,M.T. Post Office was established on August 8, 1856
and discontinued August 31,1906.No yeardate on the two
covers shown. Loacted in Dodge County.
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PALESTINE MIN SEP 9.The P.0. was established
in Hennepin County on July 18,181855.The name
was changed to OSSEO on September 18,1856, as
fr7jit is today.Although the name changed, the
style and size of the two postmarks shown are
very much the same! Dates of usage 1856/1857.
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