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SOLDIERS LETTERS
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FORT RAND~DAKOTA TERRITORY, Sep. 2, 1862.
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

Fl'ITRIOTIC COVERS

1861-1865
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CARICATURE PATRTIOTIC of Lincoln and General Scott carving up the turkey
while Jeff Davis, as represented by the dog, looks on but will not -even get a bane..



HIS LIFE AND TIM ES

MOURNING COVERS

/865
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FLAG OF TRUCE MOURNING COVER The writer explains how to send a letter via Flag or
Tnace and enclosed a newspaper clipping of instructions along with Confederate stamps. The
cover shown was prepaid from Richmond, Virginia by the three centstamp and the Confederate
postage was paid in cash. It made no difference to the U.S. regarding the Confederate share
as long as the U.S. was paid.
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

CONFEDEATE PATRIOTICS

1861-1865

/

CONFEDERATE USAGE OF A UNION PATRIOTIC COVER
FROM CUNTON, TENNESSEE, April 6, 1863.
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

THE LAWRENCE HASSACRE
"DESTROY QUANTRILL'S BAMD

OF ROBBERS AMD HURDERERS"

On A~Gust 2l,1863,during
the dark days of the
Civil ~ar,hm.C.Quant~ill

and his Guerrilla ban~ of
450 men rode into La"rence,
Kansas.ln the confusion
and terror that followed,
they burned and plundered
and in the process killed
ISO persons and almost
wipcd LawrCllcc (~Olll tile

map.SEE Lincoln's letter
to Senator Drake in this
collection regarding the
situation in Kansas and
Missouri and the Quantrill
raid. The letter on opposite
page was written September
10th ,1863 - 19 days after
the Lawrence ~Iassacre.

Ilenry w. Hall~ck,Lincoln's Chief of staff,writes to General
John M. Schofield,commanding the Department of the ~Iissouri:

"Your telegram of the 3rd inst requesting that Senator Lane.
be written to by the President,w8s sent to the latter,but he
declined writing to the former unless he should appeal to him
against your orders that no invasion of ~issouri should be
made by the people of Kansas.The President fully approves our
determination to prevent any such invasion.It could only lead
to bloodshed and retaliation. At the same time active measures
must be taken to break up and destroy Quantrill's band of
robbers and murderers. Cannot the three regiments "hich Gen­
eral Pope is sendinb to you be employed advantageously for
that purpose? lam of opinion that all ~lissouri and Kansas
troops should be removed from that border,and troops from
other states be put in their places."

SEE Halleck's letter to Schofield on opposite page.

*Senator James Lane, Kansas.
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

CAMPAIGN COVERS

/860

•

tiuco(u &.gnmfin LINCOLN AND HAMLIN REPUBlJCAN NATIONAL

•-.
•

,~.&~~ d:.~~J!/
,---4·:..-u7 d'~

re-a. -rL.-rz.-t?

TICKET FROM THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.U .. p ....II~......ul.n.1 T,cll,.1-

~( p~ lIlIJ VilV P",~.J~.t,

I.EO;\ \Rll SWETT,
lllll:-i Y. PALMER,
\1.U:"; ,'. Ft'LLER,
W\I. g. PL.\TO.
1•.\ WI••""t 'I:: \\ F.Lh4l'
W\l. I' KF.LLOj ••":,::.:::::::.:::::::::.=::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::,,,:::­
J.nu:~ ~T_\Rl' __
J.Hn" C fO.
II "_ II. nRm
TIIU~I.\" 4., \
Jnll~ IIL."n

1....I·ubllc.n
Eo ... r;

UII'IIAR
;;.,. Li, t~

t R.\XCl~ .\
For .'Wrtt6

OZI.\S II
f', ~lt"il !.(

JF.~:';E K
For .';Ifl/~

wrU.IAll
}'vr ~lpcr;"I(",ftlltI

,,\F.WT01"
}i>r (J

,.;J.IIIV U. '\V
.;l" Slar~

~MJTlI D.

Fllr a'l"(>lItr,
LEn A. ME.\!iK

Jor Cftl!flly SUIT~,
WIULUI O. SAXTON.

CAMPAIGN COVER DATED SEPT. 8 (JSOO) USED

FFlOM WESPORT CONN. TO READING PA.
~'"r _ OonJlituuonal OouVl!lltiou.
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HIS LIF'"E AND TIMES

FREE FRANKS-
1862

AUTOGRAPH OF JOHN G. HAY.

LINCOLN WITH HIS PRIVATE SECRETARIES,

JOHN G. NICOLAY AND JOHN HAY.

LETTER ENClOSED.

STATIONERY.

PRESIDENTIAL

JOHN G_ NICOLAY'S

DATED t-"Ee 23, 1862.

"FREE FRANK" ON

) )
•

irom tyc %]rcsibmt n[ lye ~nilrh ~b!rs,
,
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FORD'S THEATBE HIS LIf"E

..... T_E~NT~-II-8T-nF~ABOVE E,

SEASON n. _ WEEKix~x~X~I~.:.~..~.:.~..~.~..:"iNIrnOJHH"iTi"l19J91
WHOLE NUKBEI fW .neRT!>, -4%0.

ANO TIMES

/865

JOU:\ T }o'ORD•.•••••.•. __ .•••• __ ...••••..•••. PltOPlUhIOR AXil ll...L.'..:AGIo;R
(.\lao or lIollitU.1811'hNtrto. 811I~r",...4 A1"3ckom,. of Muir, l"llila.)

fl-llll(l' )hnnjEl'f .•• o __ •••••• __ ••••• __ •••••••••••••••••••••••••• J. H. WRI(1I1T
Trcll.urcr .••••. _. • •••. _. .... . .•.•. , .•••. _....•••.. 11. ('T,AY "'Oil!)

Friday Evening, April14th, 1865

T~EiIE-VEN"IN"G-

PRESIDENT LINCOLN

B- 1[1 ITI
-AND-

LA T NICHT

Following the death
cf Lincoln,there was
such a demand for
copies of the program
for the night of the
14th that. reprints
were made and sold
as originals.The one
shown on this page
was one of the reprints
which were altered to
include the announce4
ment that Lincoln would
attend the theatre that
evening.

......... _.<1,",","

-""- - ,.'----­._~_._----~--,

7:"''':- -=_- ---::'=:::'--~~-;=

FORD'S TBEATRE

Friel.,. B."n1q, .Aprllltdl. UI'

T'H"TR mvm:N"XI'IirG

u.uo. "" _..._w...~ ..•.•••._rr In

t -.-.-----

---_..- ..--~
PRElSmnaTLllfClOLJr

BEBErlTI
-~

LAST NICHT
0 .. ...-r=.

LAUBA KHEIE
TUE ......__ ••• _ .........-- ... __.

MR JOHN DYOrr

lIR. BARBY BAWl[

rOlll T.lTLOnCtLUu.TID J:OCUnItI OOIIEDt
,,' ....._.~ ..... o.-- ....._ .. .~
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Capture of Raleigh.
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P1u'1.JnE OF oj. W!L <ES DOOTH A'''D 1-:1:: JNC~MON SIGNATURE ON HARNDEN EXPRESS CO, RECEIPT. BOOTH AN ACTCA

AND SOUTHERN SYMPATHIZER, SHOT PRESIQtNT LINCOLN IN FORO'S THEATRE, WASHINGTON D.C. APRIL 14, 1865,





HIS LIFE AND TIMES

l

MOURNING COVERS

1865

LINCOLN and Stars Mourning Cance1.This negative cancel in black was
created by the Albany,N. Y. post office following the assassination
of Lincoln.So far it is only known used in 1865 after Lincoln's death.
It is usually used on the 3¢ 1861 stamp and is scarce on cover, but very
rare on a stamples free-franked cover .Senator Ira Harris was the
father of Clara Harris,who along with her fiance,Maj .Henry Rathbone,
accompanied President and Mrs.LincOln to Ford's Theater on the fate­
ful night of April 14th,l8G5. Years later Rathbone became derranged
and murdered his wife Clara.His mental disorder was probably brought
on by blaming himself for not preventing Booth from killing Lincoln.
SEE "Cover of Death" in this COllection.
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HIS L IF E AN 0 T r M E S·

PRESIDENTIAL
FREE FRANK

1862

COVER OF DEATH. This petite mourning cover was one of a very few franked by the
president (or Mrs. Lincoln foUowing the death of their son William (Willie) in February of
1862. It is postmarked at Washington D.C. on April 8, 1862 and is addressed in the hand of
Mrs. Lincoln to the wife of Senator Ira Harris of New York.

When the Lincolns attended Ford's Theater, the night of April 14th. they were
accompanied by Major Henry R. Rathbone and his fiance Clara Harris the daughter of
Madam Harris to whom the cover is addressed. When J. Wilkes Booth sent a small ball of
lead crashing ina the brain of Abraham Lincoln he set in motion a series of tragic events
that would affect himself and the others in the box. Ten years later Mary Todd Lincoln was
declared insane and died on July 15, 1882, Rathbone married Clara Harris, and while in
Germany supervising the education of their three children, he became insanely jealous of
his wife and on Christmas Eve 1883 he killed her and shot himself. He recovered and was
committed to an asylum forthecriminally insane at Hiidesheim,Germanywhere he died. on
August 14, 1911. In one of the greatest manhunts in American history Booth was run down
and cornered in a barn by the 16th New York Cavalry. When he refused to surrender the
barn was set on fire and he was shot and killed by Sergeant Boston Corbett on April 27,
1865.
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BY TELEGRAPB.,

THE A SJ.SSIH BOOTH KILLED.

-

Booth Shot by a 8ergeant~

BOOm AID BEllOW rollJD II ! BAlli.

~e ~b'. cw rOl'k caYa1P7
01. PunaClN.

GE..'iI:JL\L ORDER, S, ~L

~,nr DEPART)U;:q.

".~.,.,.... .Jl'ril Iii, 1"65-

Tho- DtpartnM'DI lWnouOOOl witb profound M)rJ'OW to tLe oftio:en aOO

men of the X....y lind MariDli Corr- the dt-ath of ABa_\JIUf LL"COD>.

lat" PrMkkol of lbe l"niled Stale.. StrielleD do"..." by the band of aD

teM"i" on lhe evcoiuR' of the I~th iDstanL, wben surrounded by ~

family Ind frienu., beIio~.fe bool"l afld" ~iring the falal wound,

and died a' lIe'-en o'dotk hl'tIlly·' o minutflllru.~.

A gnl('ful }l('I'p~ htod KiTto tbl-ir willing c:o.ufidence to the patriol and

,tall..."man under ..-bote ,,-iIoe and h~1 IdminUliraUoo the Dation

was jlUlt ~rgiDJ;:' from the dvil etrifo which for foot yeara h&II aiBiCI..,J

lhe land, ...ben lhit lcrrilllt' talaolity 1<,11 upon the country. To him our

gnltitnd.. was ju"t1y dut', for 10 him, nnlkr God. worl" than 10 any otber

petl;<)lI, we "Ttl ind,-blN roll' the "Ilcc:e~"ful vindication of the iUlqpil,Y of

the Lnion, and the mainl"wlIIce of tim power of the Rl'public

n(l oAken! of the Navy and Marinc CUl'pl wil~ ... " lllanifelitalion uf

their res~l fur the enlk...J chaTtleltr, eminent p<>8ilion, Bnd inl'Slimliole

public Jl(lrvi~of the late Pretidrnt, aud All lin iudication of their lIellllC

of the calamity which the coulLtry hM sUJltained, WCllr the usual badge

of mourning for sil: lIlollths.

'rhe Department further dirocl.l, tlmt upou the day followiug the

receipt of this order, thc eommaudllllia of slluadrollA, nax,. .yards, lIud

atatiollA .,.m cau.ae tha enaigu of eycry \'clJ.l!t'l iu their 8Oc,'~ral commands

to be hoiJtoo at half'ln/WIt, and a gun to Ix> fired ""ery half hour, Jx.gin­

ning at aunri.ee and t'udiDIl' lit SUllloct. Tbt' flags of the Bel'eral nll.\T­

yards and mll.rioo barracka "ill &bo be boiAtt><l at h&lf-mlVlt.

GIDEO:'l' WELLES.

&crdll', of lioe. II-lie,.

-
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DB.OLD.OF8I111aUDI:&

W 4& DaI'41lTlliIll"I'. l
W4I1IJl!lOro:f, April ll"T-ll:lil .. I(, f

·O-..l.l)Q:

1. Wl1lr.ec B<XJtb ....d Herold "'ellI. eJaaaed
_ 1M awamp la 81, &fa,,'s roultl1. M'IJ7lanil,
GsrnWa fum, unr Port Ro/al. 08 U.a Rappa_
EDocl., bl CololIlIl Buo'a roroe,
The larn Ill. whleh tiloa,.lOolr. a:r"'ll WU Ared.
Bootb, 1n ~aklDi bla "e,l"> WlIB abot tht"'uab

b .....d d lJ..Ucd, Illl(Cflla, atIott \br611aollf'St
.(tU,rOd".. ptaNiL.

Boolb'. bodyaad 11.,010' art.ow btJ'l.

EDlIU' :H. I:lrUlOJI', IteftltaTJ 0( War.

11'0 \lie A-Utnol. l'Iftt.'

W4ftDl0T0lr, J.P1'J :::T -Yuln\tay mom....
q"CadlOu 01 tr.o Slxt,e"lILll. li..... lotS: _"!ry
.tued. Booth aud ll_li 1..1 a barn bllt..etll.
3o.".WK Grtaa...s. PorL Ro,.....uu F.......,..
.a:uY. YI~lllla.

The bani .... aauall!lldW .1Id a dm -11 ....
01' Uldr &1Ufftdtr, wldllb Duo\6 ..... 11I U?l;>f of
JGln&. bu., upoo. 800Ul~ biIIl a ••ut _
eftIaad to do ...

The barD wu tl>«I"l ".In, &ad IIpcnl tw J'lll:.
tn& too IIot IInol4 ap4D I'reaMll.ell ~-.fl(.-t
al" iIsade.t'ltOlltb UM dQ(lf I<) be haItd..,l'td.
nne tble ..~ o....... llrel1lflOll~

oWWn, opor> ..bid! • aOW.lar I~ e1 bh••

A lWyland Burgoon AmIIted for
AidiDg Boolb'. Eaoape.
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THE NAVY

,

News of the death of
Abraham Lincoln was
recei ved by the gun­
boat fleet on the
Mississippi River
April 18th - just
four days after the
assassination .

•

Mu ~/,; n/
!I'(/ (/, #

("

U.S.S.GAZELLE April 19.1865.

Letter wric-c.eo by James E.Howard,a sailor onboard the gunboat GAZELLE,operat­
ing on the Mississippi River.The following extract is from the letter: "I have
not Slept Scarcely any for several nights - I told Smi th I was going to hear
Some very bad [news] and of course I thought it must be from home but yesterday
when the Steamer came down the River with their Flags at half mast we were infor­
med of the Death of Our Dabl.est and best Friend the President - Also of William
H.Sewards Death - all our Boats were dressed in like Mourning and instead of re­
joicing as we have been for the past fe'W Days at the glorious victorys 'Won we
are now mourning the sadest calamity that ever befell a nation - it is a splen­
ded sight to see ships all dressed with their colors Spread to the breze as
their always are after a great victory - Every Ship has from 50 to 300 flags and
no two alike for the same ship - there is great talk of peace & some think 'We are
going to be discharged soon". The balance of this eight page letter is in regar­
ds to problems onboard the ship "l.nd personal matters. The letter is to his
wife Ada.In ending he adds "We did not get any money when 'We si[g]ned accounts but
have the promise of some soon - I want a little to get postage stamps & tobacco".

****************************************
The letter 'Was placed in the mails as per postmark at CAIRO ILL APR 20 1865.
The gunboat GAZELLE mounted 6 12 pound canon and was part of the river fleet.
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FOR GOOD OR EVIL
The cover shown above is probably the most unique of Lincoln covers because of its
design. In the background an angel is waving a banner proclaiming INVESTED WITH
UNLIMITED POWER FOR GOOD OR EVIL. The two female figures to the left are
apparently weeping as one of them holds a white handkerchief on her lap, while a
~devW, as black as hell, looks over Lincoln's left shoulder. This unusual design by
Charles Magnus could very well be a MOURNING COVER. It is postmarked at
Washington, D.C. May 16th with no year date.



r

l86l-l862

Deaember 20
I went to Tillingasht this P~.

It is a Smith and Wesson seven
It has seven guns, ,getting a revolver.

shooter.

Feb. 26
Arlinghouse Virginia I saw Brition, the scout, at Upton Hill. He was
a scout in the Mexican War.

Feb. 22, 1962
General fing had his brigade, four re~iments, out in 'ront of the house
this A~. They fired several rounds. One man had a ramrod shot through
his leg, below the knee. Saw a 5€cesh prisoner who was captured out on
the front.

~onday ~arch the lOth
Recieved message telling troops to be ready at four PM, all excitment,
considerable telagraphing. V-anassas is occupied by our forces.

f·arch 13
Today I got information which leads me to believe that the bedstead we
sleep on is the one Washington died on.

Friday l4th
Quite a number of ladies and gentlemen came into our office today, to
see the bedstead Washington died on.

~'arch l8th
That troops a~barking at Alexandria today.

General ~cClellans horse fell with the
liot seriously injured.

Good news from General ]uryside.
General toC!ay, but ('ener~l

~arch 22nd, Saturday
1mbarvation of troops at Alexandria goes on rapidly.

~xarch ?4
Quite a number of lodies and gentlemen in my offic€ too~y to see the
Washineton bedstead. MC Clellans troops tmbarking as fast as possible.
Some fighting near Winchester Va. Our side ahead.

~arch 3l
~st night we had a thunderstorm. And as I was about to cut the instrum­
ent out an explosion took place in the office. Lighting jumped from
one wire to tr.e other, made ears ring. Loud as a pistol. A young man
who was in a room ajoini g the office said a ball of fire the size of
his two fists flew over is head. The lightinr did considerahle damage
on the line. Line down this morning.

Wed. April 2nd
Today I am twenty years old.



down on the "River Queen H this Ar.-
I did not see them. I on I t thi ,k

I

"arch 10
A boat with about 800 exchanged prisone~s stoDpedm wharf. They were
thin and all looked a~ if they had seen hard ti~es. Five dead were left
here to be buried. Two died while boat was a~wharf. It see~s hard for
the~ to die on their wa¥ North after getting out of Rebel prisons. These
poor fellows were starved almost to death while our Government feeds our
prisoners well.

~arch 13 Fort ~onroe, Va.
Tonight two messages were handed in here. One was a cipher, the other
reported General Sherman had whipped General ~ragg and made him retreat.

1"arch 14
~ajor General Crook and Kelly, who were captured last month at Cumberland
arrived here this p~ from City Point and took the boat fDr Baltimore.
I saw them both. General Kelly is the oldest.

f'I1arch 16
The Steamship Fulton with a party of Sen'tors aboard started for Charles­
ton this AM. I sent a messa,'-e to Sec. stanton from Hon. James Grimes.
In it he said it was their fixed expectation that before they returned
it would be allover with Richmond and the ~ebellion. They expect to
be gooe 10 to 14 days,

f;1arch 18
Sec. Stanton with a small party of ladies and gertlemen came down fro
City Point today and stopped hpre. A Salute was fired from the Fort.
I had a good view of the Secy". A fine looking man.

l!arch 24
President Lincoln and his wife came
and left about 2 p~ for City Taint.
they got off t~e boat.

"arc):! 27
~aw General Sherman today. He was on deck off a b~tckade runner. He
lS nf pood hie~ht and flat fleshy. His face rather thin"with reddish
"' .... :·1 and side whiskers which are trimmed short. He was dressed plain y-

o 'Iairs" about !lilT'.. Very !!'llch like General Grant in that respect. -e
went aboard the Siteamer "Blackbird ll ,qnd started for City Point. The Pres­
ident is now. .. at.,Ci ty Poin1; and I presume there will be considerable talk­
ing tonie;ht between Generals Grant and Sherlljan and the Presiaent.

April 3
Glorious news received today. This A}' about 10:30 a message was sent
to me for f,'ajor James. Information read as fo:i.low q •

Richmond, Va. April 3, 1865
Provost r.-':arshal

Took Richmond at 8:15 this ~orning.

G. Weit~el, ~ajor General

April 3 (conlt) Fort ~onroe

Soon after the news of the capture of Petersbu~g, Va. came. All seemed
to want to celebrate the events. Salute was fired, steamers and tugs
"blew their whistles for some time. Large flat:- raised atop this l·uild­
ine, a band played rr.usic :and Dr. Craven eave a speech. Abraham Ilinco~n

was in Richmond this morning.
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The cover shown above came into a U.S. port,by a contract
steamship. where credit was given for the 3 cent stamp and
then stamped "WE 7" to make up the 10 cent rate. There are
no po~rJnflrk~ or flnyrhinr. to inrl1C'fltf" poinr of orir,1n. f';ovf"r
below wtl.S used to Auslrin vin Nf"W York Rrl"'JnC'n Pnc'<('t PAID.
It is backs tamped with two different receiving stamps of
LEMBERG(Austria) August 28 and 29th but no year dates. There
could have been postage stamps on the cover or it could be
stampless.
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IMPEACHMENT OF ANDREW JOHNSON
IN THE WAKE OF THE LINCOLN

ASSASSINATION.
President Johnson was impeached
by the House of Representatives
in the last days of February
and the trial began on March 13,
1868. The letter on this page
was written on February 24th,
at the time preliminary proceed­
ings were being enacted: "Great
excitment. Stanton refuses to
yield the office. Stanton has
arrested Thomas as you will see.
lO.Oclock Monday, the whole
capitol 15 crowded,with excited
men and women. Andy will be
impeached today by the House •••
Fighting is now going on in the
Celoans with fifts. All the
Chief officers of the Grand
Army of Rep{ ublic) will be in
Washington by Tuesday. 1.500
colored men. armed to the teeth.
are ready at a moments notice.
All may pass off quietly &
blood may flow in an hour.Andies
friends advise revolution. The
friends of ConRress advise firm­
ncss.Con~rcss will not yield an
inch come what may ••• " The
Democrats and 7 Republicans
failed to convict by just one
vote.Cover is postmarked and
franked by John Coburn a member
of Congress Fenruary 24.1666 .
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THE NATION MOURNS"';
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fun JEffUSOl'I, On TOUUGAS ISU,..D

.. The Girl I l<lft llenind M<l."
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f'. ure th, lund "'''''' <brlli( It<~ ~...." ..11"<\ ....·.r .. 1<·... " ... ~,._....._~.

AMERICA'S DEVILS ISLAND
FORT JEFFERSON Located about seventy five miles due westofKeyWest, in the DryTortugas, in theGulfof
Mexico. Building began in 1846 before the outbreak of the Mexican War, It was to be a principal link in the
nations chain of coast defense. The massive structure, with walls eight feet thick and fifty feet high, occupied
most of Garden Key. The highest point of the island was only three feet above sea level The hexagonal
perimeter was a half-mile, and with the tremendous weight of tons of concrete, granite and bricks, it almost
pressed the island back into the sea The work had been stopped previous to the Civil War and the fort
abandoned. With the outbreak of hostilities it was occupied by troops and mostly completed. It became an
army prison for deserters who had had their death sentence commuted by President Lincoln. However, its
most notable prisoners were Dr. Samuel Mudd, Michael O'Laughlin, Samuel Arnold and Edward Spangler, who
had been convicted for conspiracy in the assassination ofAbraham Lincoln. The first three were sentenced to
life and Spangler to six years. O'Laughlin died in prison and the others were pardoned byPresidentJohnson as
one of his last acts before leaving office. The post office at the fort was established on October 28, 1861 with
Horace Brook as postmaster. It was probably discontinued in 1867.
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iJVhen.lilacs last in the dooryard bloMled. and
the foeal star early drooped in the western
sky in tbenight. I mourne.d. and vet shall
mourn with ever ret1Jl1ling spring.

Walt Whitrna1
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PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED SUTES
OF AMERICA.

, <'£QUI£SCAT IN p~C '

r
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We Mourn a Father Slaiu.

"WE MOURN A FATHER SLAIN:' WASHINGTON D.C. TO BURLINGTON NEW JERSEV,SHONING

roJBLE LETTER RATE,
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