


PITCAIRN ISLAND

The Bargque AMERICA was a whaler out of Bristol,R.I.and first appeared

off Pitcairn Island in 1841. One can only guess as to who Thusting and
Parker were and why the former was not wanted on shore.He might have
been a member of the AMERICA's crew who displeased the Islanders on

the voyage to Elizabeth Island.

Elizabeth Island was named for the ship ELIZABETH which had visited the
Island.Later the name was changed to Henderson Island after the captain of
the ship HERCULES which had made the discovery in 18189.

Previous to 1920,an Austrian wood-carver, by the name of Laeffler,came
to Pitcairn and taught the art of carving flying fish,turtles,birds &c
to be so0ld to passing ships.The sale from the carvings and woven bas-
kets,along with postage stamps,accounts for most of the public revenue
generated on the Island.The carved objects are made from Miro wood, which
is found on Henderson Island,a durable red wood similar to cedar.

In 1820 the whaler ESSEX was was rammed and sunk by a sperm whale in the
mid-Pacific.Two life-boats landed briefly on Henderson and were later

picked up of f the coast of South America. One of the epics of the sea that
resulted in cannibalism and was the inspiration for Melville's MOBY DICK.
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PITCAIRN ISLAND 1843
SOUTH PACIFIC OCEAN

Captain Gilbert Richmond,Barque AMERICA,orders the first mate to
Take an exploring party of eleven Pitcairn Islanders tc Elizabeth
Island and back: "Mister Macomber I want you to take the Ship over
to Lizabeth Island and Let them see the Island and then come back
to this Island,as soon as you think they have Examined it suffici-
ent..." They are to provide their provisions over and back and
take their own boat "as we must leave one of ours here/Yours Gilbert
Richmond..P.S. Send my Trunk on Shore." The date "Friday 2 1843" 1is
transparently wrong as Friday was on the 3rd making Thursday the 2Znd.
EExkEFThA TR EA AT AT AT ETA TR AT AR
The AMERICA sailed for Elizabeth Island on Saturday,March 4th and
returned the following Saturday March l1l1lth. The exploring party did
not give a favourable report on the Island which is located about

105 miles N.E.
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"Mister Macomber You will oblige me to keep Mister Thusting on board,
as the people doe not want him on shore.Last Sunday there was a manowar
here [H.M.S. TALBOT,Capt.Sir T.Thompson,Bart,Mar.5th.] for bidding
that People should Land upon this Island excepting upon the account of

sickness. Send Mister Parker and any of the Men that you think Proper
Yours G Richmond/ Do not let Me see himon shore./GP ",
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PITCAIRN ISLAND

Captain Richard Luce,of the whale ship Margaret Scott of New Bedford,
writes a letter in three stages off the coast of Chile and Peru: "...

I am now off the Island of Chiloe* after a long and tedious passage

of 128 days - I never had so boisterous a passage in my life - I shall
not get to the N.W. coast this season - I hope it will be for the best.
I shall cruise for Sperme 0il until the Chili season,which I shall

take for Sperm & Whale,from thence to the N.W. coast - Iam in hopes to
get 500 1lbs of Sperme....I have a good ship as their is in this ocean
and first rate officers - All we want is the Fish - I wrote by the ship
Elizabeth - sent them by her first officer Mr Avery of Edgartown......
The day after 1 spoke Capt Marchant in the Barque Cavalier I took a
fair wind that carried me around Cape Horn with a gale of wind to my
stern with Hail,snow & wind - I was 15 days between Falkland Islands &

.++++[SEE below for Latitude & Longitude position which would place the
ship about 400 miles west of Chiloe. .This was good time for going
around the Horn.Captain Bligh,in H.M.S.Bounty,stood off Cape Horn for
two weeks,fighting the wind and the sea.He finally gave up and turned
eastward around the Cape of Good Hopel.....I spoke a French ship - he
told me the Valpariso hac gone home full - Some of the N.W.fleet have
done well....Ship Margaret Scott Lat 43.00 Long 81.00.

-
B fom firecowich 60 Eiok 8 B Fosie's X0

May day....Since writing the above I have cut Black
Skin [Black fish - Small,black,toothed whales] A whalemans phrase-—I
have got one 70 1lbs S whale - I saved about 50 bls it blowing a gale
off the Island of Chiloe - I touched at the Island of Juan Fernandez*
- Went on shore found a man very sick with constipation of the bowels
-~ the way I shoved Castor 0il in to him was a caution to old folks -1
touched at the Island of St Felix - from there to the coast of Peru.I
did not get around in time for the N.W.Coast - I shall touch at Callao
soon - I savw Capt Osborn ship Marcas out of Telecahanne - his crew
gave him the measels..... I shall be guite a Dr. yet...Callao May 1llth
1848 - I am now in Callao[Peru] all well - I send this by Ship
Taralinta of New York....Richard Luce."
Letter arrive at New York as per postmark NEW YORK SHIP/OCT 11 (1848)
7 cts in red. Four months later Luce was still in the South Pacific
off Pitcairns Island. See letter of September 7,1848. *SEE MAP.



PITCAIRN ISLAND

CHTECR AND ACHOOL-WOCSE PITCAIRX.

OFF PITCAIRNS ISLAND SEPT.7,1848

Letter written by Capt.Richard Luce Jr. from the "Ship Margaret Scott
At Sea/June 5th A.D.,1848/0n the Equator Long 104.00 De."The following
extracts are from the letter: "I have not been very fortunate in gett-
ing 0il - have not seen any whales - in hopes to soon - I am in hopes
I shall do better on Chili [coast of] so as to make up a good amount of
0il - A few days ago I fell from aloft accidentely injured me some. I
think inwardly,say nothing....I feel...better - the first time that I
lost my hold aloft My boats were down - I was in the act of leaving
the Mast head to lower my boat - how I lost my hold I cannot tell - I
am in hopes to make up 300 of S [Sperm] o0il this cruise - I have good
officers - all we want is to see the Fish - ..... June 25th 1848."

"Off Pitcerns Island Sept 7 1848 This is the residence of the Mutineers
of the Ship Bounty,or their children and grand children - a community
of 140 souls, as good and fine a people as ever existed in our age -
thanks that their is one community that exists free from Slander - They
are a fine people virtious to a word - Profanity & Vulgarity is a
stranger to them and all kinds of vice. Their Chif Magistrate is
chosn yearly by vote - I had the honor of Dining with him.The fair sex
are allowed to vote - they talk god English and dress in that style -
The Ladies have fine looking features - by the by - cannot compare
with the Yankee lasses or at least some of them. I should think from
appearances they populate faster than they depopulate. I am now bound
to the coast.of Chili - I hope [for] 1000 bls. - R L in haste"

Captain Luce doesnot indicate what ship he handed the letter to. It
was four months,from the date "off Pitcerns Island",that the letter
arrived at HOLMES HOLE,Ms,on JAN 6 and was rated "Ship 6" in red. °

The Margaret Scott was one of nine ships listed which touched at
Pitcairns Island in 1848.In the log list Lucas is named Captain in
error for Luce.






SHIP MARGARET SCOTT

1s listed as a bark
with designation

number 2645 in this
HARBOR STIGNAL BOOK.

According to the
log,.kept by the
Islanders,Margaret
SCott was one of
nine ships to call
in 1848.

See Captain Richard
Luce Jr, letter of
September 7,1848

PITCAIRN ISLAND

from Pitcairn Island. :

NEW BEDFORD'

NEW BEDFORD:
PRESS OF BENJAMIN LINDSEY.

1890,

SIGNAL BOOK.

o i e

Designating Numbers to Merchants' *Private Signals,

NEW BEDEORD

12 Gideon Allen & Son.
112 Charles Almy.

114 Philip Anthony.

115 Abraham As! |h,v adl.
I Abraham Barker.

41 George F. Barker

i Jonnthan Boumne, Jr.

| I. H. Bartlett & Sons.

25 James Beetle.

l‘.?‘.!h William O. Bruwntll
28 Chapman & Bonney.

1292 Cook & Snow,

1233 0. & G. 0. Crocker.
1234 William F. Dow

1235 Rodnev French.

1236 Alexander Gibbs.

1241 R: yhert Gibha,

1242 Willinm Gifford.

1243 David R. Greene & Cow_
1244 Lawrence Grinnell 3
1245 1. Howland, Jr., & Co.
1246 William Penn Howland.
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PITCAIRN ISLAND

Pitcairn Island Letter of
1849 Discovered

A four page letter, complete with envelope,

written from Pitcairn Island in 1849 by the

granddaughter of one of the “Bounty” mutineers has come to light in America. This pre-
dates by 24 years the previous earliest known surviving letter from Pitcairn Island.

The letter was written on August 6th, 1949 by Jemima Young
and was addressed to The Honorable Arthur A, Cochrane, care of
the manager of Coutts (an English Bank) of 59 Strand London.
The envelope carries the manuscript notation “From Pitcairn's
Island™. The address and this inscription are all in Miss Young’s
handwriting. .

In a (fil'l'crem and bolder handwriting between the address
lines, which have been crossed out, are the words, C/- H.M.S.
Wellesley, indicating that the Honorable - Arthur Cochrane served
in the Royal Navy. The letter was probably re-addressed when it
arrived at Coutts Bank in London.

The letter almost certainly left Pitcairn on the H.M.S.
Daphne which departed the island on August 12, 1849 as this was
the only ship which called at Pitcairn in the latter part of 1849,
H.M.S. Daphne, commanded by Captain Fanshawe, arrived at
Pitcairn from Valparaiso on August 11, 1849, bringing to the
Island the first cow and bull and some rabbits. The ship departed
the lfollowing day.

“Stamp News™ has not been able to trace the addressee of the
letter, the ri'ionorablc Arthur A, Cochranc as his name is notl

% i e

An engraving of George & Hannah Young, parents of
Jemima Young. This engraving was based on a sketch by
Lieutenant Smith who visited the island in 1825 on board

H.M.S. Blossom (commanded by Admiral Beechey). The
child in the arms of Mrs Young is probably Polly Young.
Jemima Young was not born until 1828 — three years
after this sketch was made.

14

recorded in the Pitcairn Log kept by the islanders, nor is he men-
tioned in any of the carly books on Pitcairn. Since all visitors who
stayed on the island for any period at that time were recorded it is
likely that Cochrane was a crew member of a ship which briefl
visited Pitcairn. Miss Young in her letter refers to his having left
“two years ago™. Although 16 ships of various sizes visited Pit-
cairn in 1847 only onc was a British Navy vessel, the H.M.S. Spy
under the command of Captain Woodbridge who is mentioned in
the letter. The Pitcairn Log states that the HM.S. Spy remained
only the one day at Pitcairn (February 26th) arriving in the mor-
ning and sailing at sunset. The ship’s doctor (Dr Bowden) rendered
aid to Reuben Nobbs who had been seriously injured in a fall the
previous week,

If Arthur A. Cochrane was on board the H.M.S. Spy he cer-
tainly appears to have made a strong impression on Miss Young
who was then 19, in a short space of time.

In all the reference books on Pitcairn in the “Stamp News”
library we noted only one relerence to the name of Cochrane. That
was in the list of subscribers to **Pitcairn's Island and the Islanders
in 1850 by Walter Brodie, published by Whittaker and Co of
London in 1851, where Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane of 33
Belgrave Street, London is listed as a subscriber for one copy.
Perhaps the Admiral was a relative (Father? Uncle?) of the
Honorable Arthur A, Cochrane to whom Miss Young's letter was
addressed. This would be an interesting line of research for some
Pitcairn enthusiast based in London.

Very little is recorded ibout Jemima Young, other than she
wus born.on October Ist, 1828, the daughter of George Young and
his wife Hannah (nee Hannah Adams). George Young, who was
born in the period ITEM(S. was the son of one of the original
“Bounty™ mutineers, John Young. He died in 1831, Hannah
Young (nee Adams) was born in 1800,

eorge and Hannah Young had a large family (as was the
custom on Pitcairn in those days) and their progeny included
Simon Young (born 1823) who later became the spiritual leader
and teacher of the community after the return of several families to
Pitcairn from Norfolk Island in 1859. Simon Young (Jemima
Young's older brother) is depicted on the 3d value of the 1961 Pit-
cairn Island Return to Pitcairn series.

Jemima Young's letter (which is reproduced elsewhere) is an
extraordinary document giving a vivid picture of life on Pitcairn
and the thinking of the islanders in the period.

The letter comprises three pages of news and greetings and a
fourth page setting out a three verse Poem composed y Miss
Young with the first letters forming an acrostic of the recipient's
name — ARTHUR COCHRANE.

One interesting point about the letter is that it was written on
English engraved stationery from Bath, evidently a gift at some
time to the islanders from someone in Bath.

The letter pre-dates by 24 years the previous known earliest
surviving letter from Pitcairn. This too was written by a member of
the Young family, Benjamin Stanley Young, though whether he
was a brother of Jemima Young is not clear from the sketchy Pit-
cairn Log records since there were several Young families on the
island. Benjamin Stanley Young wrote his letter from Pitcairn
Island on October 6, 1873 to a ?orm:r shipmate, Frederick Vin-
cent. This letter is reproduced in full in “The Pitcairn Islands
Stamp Catalogue™ (pages 11/12).

Jemima Young's historic letter is now housed in the Risvold
Collection of Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S.A. to whom we are in-
debled for photos on which this story has been based. The
photography of the cover and letter was carried out bv
Professional Colour Service Inc of Minneapolis.



PITCAIRN ISLAND

This Is the envelope which
bore Jemimina Young's 1849
letter from Pitcairn to London,
The letter was addressed to the
Honorable Arthur A. Cochrane
¢/s of Coutts (a London Bank).
In London the address was eras-
ed and the letler was re-
addressed to Cochrane c¢/-
H.M.S. Wellesley.
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Jemima Young’s Letter

Reproduced here is the letter written by Miss Jemima
Young from Pitcairn on August 6, 1849, complete with
acrostic poem. The letter contained a number of spelling
and grammatical errors but we have reproduced these “as
is™. It is reproduced in its entirety except for one or two
words which could not be deciphered.

Pitcairns Island
August 6th 1849
Deur wnd Honourable Sir
As you have requested me lo glve you an account of my
wellare and, of whal was going on on the Island, so0 in com-
pliance with your wishes, | have taken this opportunity to set
down and pen these lines, thinking it the greatest pleasure if |
can do anything in my power to please you. it was now two years
ago since you left us, and although far away from me, still your
are as fresh to me in memory gla%& as the day when you was with
us. how happy would 1 be 10 see you once more treading the soil
of our dear little Isle. I can alsure dear Sir, that the kindnefs
which you have shown me during yvour short stay among us,
gives me the greatest satisfaction, and it had been our conver-
sations for many a daye. | have also receive the two books and
the pair of gloves which you had so kindly sent on shore. Cap't
Worth on board of HMS Calypso had brought us the }O}fl.ﬂ
news of your safe arrival at Valparaiso. and the letter that Mr
Wooldridge had so kindly semt by Cap’t Worth was heartily
received by us, and publictaly read in the school house in the
hearing of the pitcairn [slanders, we had been inviled on board
of two HMsS, the Calypso and the pandora, and the treatment
which we received from them whilst staying on board is more
than | can exprefs, their kindnefls is too much for utterance, |
have also sent you two letters hy Mr Mc.leod, hoping that it will
find you in good health and happinefs, is what | sincerely desire,
since you lelt us we have had twelve births three marriages and
one death which had happened one year ago. we have been
afflicted with the Influenza from which we are not quite
recovered yet. we have had a very foul weather.
in the first of August. which had proved very disagreable to
us. the heavens were black with clouds and rain, and for the first
time we have had hail for the last seventcen years. the wind was
in its highest degree when a little schooner was seen a long way
off, pointing towards the shore. the lempest was beating most
piteously upon it, and it was so rugged that it was impnfiﬂ:l: for
a boat to Noat; but when it was toward evening the wind became
guile moderate and our men went and took a whale boatand go
on bhoard. they and a boat from the | schooner returned on
shore, they had hardly been on shore for about to hours, when
the wind arose and blow the schooner out of sight the Cap't is

now with us wailing mosi patiently for her return. and now |
think it is almost time for me to conclude., and although we are
scperated from each other by letter, and as it was not polsible
that we should see cach other again in this world, still | hope that
we should meet again.in that bright world above where all who
believe in Jesus will meet 1o part no more. give my best respects
to your family and friends and to all your relations; and may
God Almighty blefs, save and protect you all. My dear mother,
brothers, and sisters sends you their of best respects, praylnr;
that God who seceth the hearts of all will lead you through ail
your trinls . . . till you arrive on the hlefsful 1imrc of eternity
— und may the same Lord which ruleth over all preserve us
through the seas and storms of life, till we are brought to the
haven of safety, where all our sorrows shall be buried in the
praises of him who suffered that we might live unto him. with
many wishes for your present and future happinels, humbly
parying that we may meet again in heaven where we shall see,
admire, and celebrate the goodnefs of God and sing his praises
for ever. Farewell, and believe me to be

Your ever sincere
Joy peace and gladnefls here below Friend
Attends your steps where'er you go well-wi
May God his choicest blefsings send 3:%,:3 w,'és:!:;
Ere you depart this world of sin

Y P

Such is my prayer for you my friend

the number of the inhabitants are one
hundred and fiftyone seventysix males and 75 females
please to excuse all imperfections

An Acroslic on your name

Above in heaven where Jesus reigns
Regenerate souls alone can go

The blood of goats — and bullock stain
How feebly they the way did show
Linborn from sin we lic in wo
Redeem'd by Christ to heaven we go

Christ and his love shall be our song
On Caanan’s shore when we arrive
Christ and his grace employ our tongue
His pardning love and righteousnefls

Redeem’d by him we’ll biefs his name

And sing his pleading love

Nor cease Lo praise lor from the flame

Elernally he sav-d our soul J Young



- ] \ ,‘f‘;/l:’.‘f.f- ?'_Ja"" ﬁé”‘(

; L
2 icg Lol B .fﬁ{y

¥4

Ir-‘f-‘f‘e ¥ il /(?n-ﬂy it adte _ﬂ'zz_

Ny {;&{'a‘ Frak 3‘:}?“!’4'!}'4.’ AL ‘,f}/r.(f'z’}.-m JEE ym&--vfy_,#ﬁg ,taﬁ’;ﬁ-r!,
/ F ‘

-a'r-l(.j p‘, ..f-A-', x-l("'.;-‘. /*’I‘y‘ ," ’-."‘ ._‘a’ fé/" f;l ‘. - 'I'
L 5 i

v gl r
£ b AT dniiR Ay 2w dreodito o Kave
"4 5 : _—

St b A ;;/’t,/u -:'fmf.cf:; o el Aavedi  aha Jei A HM’, ?;;;4’&,4:’ afww/fu@/

f ' 'l » + ' '.. Tt-’ - > J' - - . .-.J.‘ ¥ - ‘
TEL S i . Lompn  HE WD LSk A Jn CBAPEE FF Fiilad s« AF AR Aade /.-;.'? rr s
7 s if / g ‘ :

>

oy P f - o 1 Nl ! . l.‘
AP8 o iner o @A fer. okl wlliaugk Kas sy JOUEN LT IRLEY ) O R R SRR
; d o y- F s
gt 3

¥ J
T | » . ."'. J s . - - o -.-' ’
Te yplalv i 8 TAILS . 3o Wy ALy, AVLAE T BRSOV IR B - et Jay Feasiiivi j0 sy

J > ‘f-f .—,.‘.I’f'f'"' o o R i ‘:4-: ;W >l

Vo b
,4’ ;_za.d‘-?/ ARl 7/ Sl iy AeT e Sl j:\t:'ﬂ‘;#: 9‘4% -
¥/ -:f.:z V. ,‘{;:‘,4,’ -hf'..‘ /-.d - »%.-.- ({Wd‘}#f G o 8

SeBnd ifraiegi gt Hocmee S EEET . A T ALF A J’}ﬁp’?;
» -4 % 41_-; b;?' Y. ",4"‘ . " r-,_‘

S 3 N

hJ/fH,r# f”ll .d'?.( f’g[ﬁb& ,J.t.éf'\i’ ffs‘:; o, ..J.it,ﬂ' 2 vf-"li/ Jﬂrﬂ i# "i‘{ '.'.'4'-‘:‘--5-'4'1:‘."‘175;&;;! pacd f"r'".: A=t

) £
dngéf#a, T T L dd.razr{ #z ’gﬁ""'. Log /ta? pard Aa uM .?/‘jd'ﬁkvlﬂ'ﬂ-ﬁ/;fd’}m .ﬁh—- /ﬂld—a

r k) . 7 - -‘; ") “ s - P -
,ﬂ?‘:ﬁﬁM, \ gt wa ,}gj.’,.y‘l, (g&i é’ , #fﬁ(iéf [R5 e Al g )@.'ﬁ‘fé ef { {f_{fi;y.,.:..,, ,.-ufjf(,{a Aty A4 A,
o T ; i b st g + b =5 B

o -] L o S "y - - - i . ..Iﬂ.la _p. 4 e oy A . 3 ¥ f .". ¥ I 2
/ s gi,,-._.ﬂ o st e 'ff f_f-} i R ;} g FAL g R ‘f‘-ﬂ;*‘: :_.1-# .-li'.: o i Iﬂ{ ,,f{‘--.\_:,t' L. d_u'r.'»_!f‘_# .';'.r"rl' : ‘,6!“.'7. ftff'.f!?:f_.ﬂ
ﬁf .

s = o ; el L . — . ‘ e L Y y i l - F
e e R e .,c-f* ;{,¢M,:@«J[ AR AR AR N e e, WL s §-Lie {'n;.i':;— ST
: '.rr‘f i r’- ; )
M e F e d : i/ > & B r = ..—
e o NS g A A o IG SO AR v W T NE ‘./ FyY o0 § ;‘_..-';_a..r'.*;lf Ty A JiA e AR n:b:'*-f A CA N A E ne AT

# " =7 T P, o wighs , i F y Z=d : g
& _“::‘-_k' . ‘-‘-—.' i J%'ﬁ Jf‘ y =t ;‘;t.'j:’ L.Af;‘ ,""J’I -'l.."’. ___ﬂ:; U r’-zIJ.l.-:.YfIf:-_. JJ J'f*a..l B ,‘t'--‘ ‘!"‘I'_l Fl- 1> ;-_l-t/ ot !"fl—f J.r a

; 4 - — L L
ST e Y Oy e .-rf'a*’_-'uer-:ﬂfm}'“}'"wvsf:»m st yef 4 7 fe i _Lone
i '-.'-- - L

e e ; N S ..-#..’},-’

- 3 - o & 1 i - i ol o 7
LI i i.h;.-'l.’t”f. % ol ‘_;,f'.‘.-‘n,_ n‘i;‘g‘l-_,é‘ Soid ol ;_",{_:’H-L;T g s S gt odBy L ...I"J(; s g ,/ff&ﬁa ¥ . ;;-,df":‘
i v g ! e : : B % ; . “{'r : -

=

l-Aé € adoo ' '1;4-.:.1..1'- / 1-."‘:‘{ M ;‘f?t“'(‘;{ e S Lap ST VALK dsas or .r‘(‘ ~ o, f...' "-;'{';M duh
/ =k % i . ~ oy k. "y - 7 " 4

: . wy ¢ "B . i g% J
afr.mir;rxr-'-_, Nbady g lea'd b s ﬂa ok el /we.'/# ._.-d-"*" 0474 ,ﬁ;,,.u ﬁ:;wl}ﬁ Z2 .jr Bl
- ‘(: - /L“‘ o I.h
=g .. a- 3 ,J E - 75 ) P -y i
n <o 5{4.4{_ e ;ﬁ{fﬂ‘ﬁfr:ft" Sden, Zilas f:“g:,: v i '!! Herr Q?S(f-é Z'ig AL :_ﬂ. e S iy >

» . L P "' g
AL P ‘uJ{ el UL At e /;ntz.-ﬁ PR T crad ‘7: e o LR o ated Sraal i oty i gr,a-.( _ﬁ"__-lﬂuf.'.

~



_
. .
- » b
i v
) _
- T =
. A . B o \
_ .
% 3 ! . )
5 5 N .‘. 2 N
n 3 i
: i
: |
. J 3 . . y
' ¥ ¢
N 1 o ]
i | . -
| . Al f =] N
|.| ¥ |
" .. .’ o T ;
i . . A - iy " .
i1l r i e = B s
: | ] 3 _ \ \
) " . & u 1 < ¥
s - | - s ]
\ ;. i i |
i K
1 " . _
L . I 1 - : A L
-y - y . v - i -
[}
!
. -




s ——— . A - o

PITCAIRN ISLAND

The Pitcairn Visitor Who
Became An Admiral -

By The Editor

As a direct result of an article which appeared in ““Stamp News" earlier this year, it has been es-
tablished that the recipient of the earliest known surviving Pitcairn Island letter (written in 1849) was an
English sailor who later became an Admiral and Commander-in-Chief of the British Pacific Fleet.

He was Admiral the Honourable Sir Arthur Cochrane KCB
who was the third son of Admiral Thomas Cochrane who played a
leading role in helping the Chileans, the Peruvians and the
Brazilians obtain their independence.

Arthur Cochrane was only 23 (and probably a lieutenant)
when his ship HMS Spy visited Pitcairn Island briefly in 1847. He
there met Miss Jemima Young, who was then aged 19.

On August 6, 1849 Miss Young wrote a long four-page letter
to Arthur Cochrane and this letter almost certainly left Pitcairn on
the HMS Daphne which departed from the island on August 12,
I1849. The envelope containing the letter was addressed to “The
Hon-ble Arthur A Cochrane, to the care of mgr Coutts, 59 Strand,
London™. On arrival in London Coutts Bank re-addressed it ¢/-
HMS Wellesley.

Both the eavelope and the letter have survived and are now in
the Risvold Collection in Minneapolis, USA. The founder of the
collection, Mr Floyd Risvold purchased the unique letter at a Lon-
don auction several years ago and contacted me earlier this year
after he had purchased a copy of “The Pitcairn Islinds Stamp
Catalogue™ in which | had recorded the then earlicst known sur-
viving Pitcairn cover as being dated 1873.

As a result of my correspondence with Mr Risvold, | was able
to publish an exclusive story in the March 1978 issue of “Stamp
News™ givingrdctails of the letter and publishing a full transcript of
its contents. This story naturally aroused an enormous amount of
interest amongst Pitcairn specialists.

After publication of the “Stamp News" story, the English
magazine “*Stamp Collecting™ sought and obtlained permission 1o
reprint the article. When this article appeared it resulied in Mr
Alexander Cochrane, of Grange-Over-Sands, Cumbria, England,
writing direct to Mr Risvold, giving full biographical details of
Arthur A. Cochrane. In his letter Mr Cochrane explained that he
was carrying out research into the Earls of Dundonald, a very an-
cient and distinguished Scottish family whose name is also
Cochrane. Mr Cochrane said the existence of the letter came to his
nolice in a very odd way as follows:

“a. In its issue of March, 1978, the Ausrralian monthly
philatelic journal, “Stamp News™, contained a reproduction of the

letter and an article about it, in which the question of the identity of
the ‘Hon. Arthur A. Cochrane’ was raised.

“b. In its issue of June I, 1978, the British philatelic
periodical, *“Stamp Collecting”, with the permission of the
Australian editor, reproduced the article and the letter.

“¢. The British paper was read hy a philatelist who was also a
friend of the Hon. Vere Cochrane, brother of Lord Cochrane of
Cults, and a second cousin of Major lain Cochrane, the present (and
14th) Earl of Dundonald.

“d. The philatelist sent a photo-stat copy of the letter and the
article to his friend, the Hon. Vere Cochrane, at Cults, in Fife,
Scotland.

*e. Only a matter of days before this happened | had been up
in Scotland and had been discussing my researches with the Hon.
Vere, who was therefore au fait with what 1 am doing. With my sisit
doubtless still fresh in his mind, he, in turn, sent on the photo-stat
cory of the article and letter to me here in Grange, Cumbria, asking
if | could identify the Cochrane who visited Pitcairn Island in 1847,
and this | have been able to do.”

Lord Cochrane

Mr Cochrane said in his letjer to Mr Risvold, that Miss
Young's letter was naturally of great interest to him, especially the
Acrostic with which she concluded it. Mr Cochrane then added this
comment: “From my rescarches into the family history, the *Hon.
Arthur A. Cochrane' to whom Miss Young's letter is addressed is
clearly identified as being — as he later became — Admiral the
Honourable Sir Arthur Auckland eopold Pedro Cochrane, KCH.
He was the third son of Admiral Thomas Cochrane, 10th Earl of
Dundonald, GCB who. belore succeeding 1o the title, achieved
fame as Lord Cochrane, the frigate captain who later helped the
Chileans, the Peruvians and the Brazilians to achieve in-
dependence.”™

Mr Cochrane appended a penealogical chart of the Cochrane
family which is too cumpliculcf to n:,:rim here, but we do append
below some biographical details ol the recipient of the 1849 Pit-
cairn letter: Admiral the Honourable Sir Arthur Auckland Leopold
Pedro Cochrane, KCOB.

Born 24/9/1824 — third son of Admiral Thomas Cochrane,
10th Earl of Dundonald, GCB.

4/1819 age 14 Midshipman in the Royal Navy.

/1847 age 23 (as Licutenant?) visited Pitcairn Island. (See
Jemima Young's letter of 6/8/1849).

/1854, age 30, as Commander took part in the siege of
Bomarsund in the Baltic.

/1854, age 30, Captain of HMS “Niger™.

1/6/1857, age 33, took part in, and was wounded al, the Bat-
tle of Fatsun Creck in China during the 2nd Opium War.

1863, age 19, Captain of 1IMS “Warnior™, the first wron
battleship.

« 1873-76, 49-52, Admiral and Commaunder-in-Chicl, Pacilic
Fleet,

Died 20/8/1903, age 81,

When Mr Risvold replied to Mr Cochrane’s letter, he made
this comment: “'It seems strange that this letter appeared in Lon-
don, came to Minnesota, entered the public domain in Australia,
and then picked up by news media in London and now your letter
to me in Minneapolis, Tt seems that Jemima's letter was destined
to he preserved in history.”
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PITCAIRN ISLAND

Pitcairns Island

April 9th 1836
My Dear Mrs Parnell,

'I have just received you very kind & considerate letter of the
1st March 1855. 1 assure you I was delighted with it I cannot at
first even guess who would be at the trouble of writing to me from
England before reading the letter I looked at the signature, & needly
hardly tell you what my feelings were when I found it came from you.
This was the first intimation I had of your where abouts, since you
left us although I had made many enquiries concerning yourself & family
I have written several letters to that "Horrible Country” California,
and enquired after you whenever, I was fortunate enough to meet anyone
acquainted in Exeter & its vicinity, but all to no purpose, so I finally
concluded, that you must have fallem a victim to the many fatal diseases
in California & of which we have heard such terrible accounts.

I find by your address that you are living near (I hope very near)
a dear friend of mire The Rev'd Wm H. Holman a chaplain in the navy, he
has resided with me nine months (during the time Mr Nobbs was in England)
& you must endeavour to become acquainted with him as he is a very nice
person, & I am sure he would be delighted to find one who is acquainted
with our little Island & its inhabitants, His parents are living in
Teignmouth, I hope you are living happily & enjoying a full share of
the blessings which Providence bestows in this life. I hear or rather
we have heard, that we are to be removed to Norfolk Island, in August
or September next. I do think that many of us would hardly survive a
removal from here, being born & breught up upon the Island, consequently,
everything we hold dear is connected with it,.

You must endeavour to keep up the correspondence, between us & write
as often as possible &k I promise to do the same, you had better address
your letters to Norfolk Island, via, Sydney

My deal husband sends you his kind love & please to offer our kindest
regards to Mr, Parnell & say we expect a line or two from him

You must always remember us in your supplications to the throne of
grace, for we need your prayers, oh! my deal Celia, what is more gratifying,
than to think that although so many thousands of miles apart our entreaties,
to the throne of the Great Eternal ascend together as one.

With sincerest wish for your present & future happiness, believe me
to be ever you

Affectionate friend

Caroline Adams

Mrs Celia Parnell )
. )

P.S. In my anxiety to write I have quite forgotten to say that we still
have the liveliest recollections of you & the rest of the passengers on
borad of the schooner "Rose" where is Mr Mullen? he is a great friend of
my husband & we have not heard of him since his visit, we are all well
thank God

Fal .




PITCAIRN ISLAND

Pitcairns Island

April 20th 1850
Eind Friend

As I may never have such an opportunity again of writing to you
I have embraced this with pleasure -~ but although seperated by the
vast and mighty ocean I can never forget you - and I hope you will
not be offended when I ask for the same from you

Our little community was lately thrown into great agitation by
the conduct of the Captain of an English Barque which arrived hear on
the 24th of last month from Auckland having on board six passengers
for California it was on Sunday morning that the vessel hove in sight
- @as soon as .we could make her out to be a merchantman we put off in
one of our boats to see what is wanted by the Captain having learned
the Captain wants water only and that he intends to sail on the same
day his vessel being very leaky - we of course thought it would be
a work of necessity to help and get it for him. he while we were getting
his water, landed in one of his boats bringing with him three of his
passengers beside himself and the super cargo when our boat came round
to the settlement they brought two other passengers - making in all
5 beside the Captain and Supercargo towards evening he told the passengers
that they may remain on shore all night, as he intends to stop another
day, and that in the following morning, he will come back and take off
some things which he had ordered, and our boats will take off the

passengers at the same time - he accordingly took one of ( Y 4 )
and went on board - the next day the wind blew pretty fierce with rain,
which continued for two days the fourth day after (Wednesday) - she was

seen,to the leeward of the islands, about 30 miles off. Thursday she
passed by the island with a fair wind to come and take off her passengers,
if the Captain was so minded but she passed by and was never seen or heard
of after, leaving with us five passengers - two of which have been
fortunate to get of lately in the bark "Colonist"

One of which has kindly undertaken to teach us, music, and I am
happy in telling you that he has succeeded much to his satisfaction and
our own - this and the birth of a child to day - a boy is the only
news I have to impart - and now kind friend I bid you a kind farewell,
praying that Cod Almighty may bless you and yours

I remain your Ever
affectionate friend
and wellwisher

Caroline Adams

Miss C. J. Parnell )
California ) Give my best love to your husband
Likewise to Mr Geo Mullen
My husband sends you all his kind regards.
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APRIL 16, 1984

Earliest known Pitcairn Island letter
tells of long voyage in search of whales

By Donna 0'Keele

The earliest known letter
from Pitcairn Island has been
discovered by Floyd E.
Risvold and is in the Risvold
collection in Minneapolis,

The letter is dated 1848 and
was written in two stages by
Capt. Richard Luce of the
whaling ship Margaret Scott
(Figure 1).

The first part is headed
"June 25 A.D. 1848/0n the
Equator 104.00W." The con-
tents tell of the loneliness and
rigors of the long voyage in

search for whales,

" Capt. Luce writes, "It Is now
7 long months since | left Bed-
ford with a heavy heart. [ have
not heard one word since ...
have not been forfunate in get-
ting oil, have not seen any
whales. . .

“A few days ago I fell from
aloft accidentely injured me
some . . . the first time that
ever I lost my hold aloft.”

The second part is headed
“Off Pitcairn Island Sept 7
1848."

The captain writes, “This is
the residence of the mutineers
of the Ship Bounty, or their
children and grande children,
a community of 140 souls, as
good and pious a people as
ever existed . . .

“Their Chief Magistrate is
chosen yearly by vote. [ had
the honour of dining with his
honour."

He says, “The fair sex are al-
lowed to vote.”

He also observes that “they
populate faster than they depo-
pulate.,” (Population in 1883
was only 45.)
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Figure 1. This is the earliest known letter from Pitcairn Island. It is dated 1848 and was
written by Capt. Richard Luce of the whaling ship Margaret Scott.

written from Pitcairn Island
on Aug. 6, 1849 (Figure 2).

The letter was written by
Jemima Young to “The Hon-
ble Arthur A. Cochrane/to the
care of mgr Coults/59
Strand /London."”

Upon its-arrival in London, it
was readdressed "C° HMS
Wellesley.”

It is believed Jemima Young
met Arthur Cochrane when his
ship visited Pitcairn in 1847,
She was 19,and he was 23.

Cochrane’s ship, HMS Spy,

PR TR oy

“Regenerate souls alone can
BO

“The blood of goats — and
bulloekstuia -

“How feebly they the way
did show odyi i

“Unborn from sin wé lie in
wo e “

“Redeem’d by Christ to
heaven we go _

“Christ and his love shall be
our song

“On Canan's shore whesn w.o
arrive

“Christ and his grace employ

reprinted in the June 1978
British publication, Stamp Col-
lecting.

It w&s-raad-w-oﬂ w,_
who dlso was a friend of Vere

Cochrane, brother of Lord Co-
chrane of Cults, and a second
cousin of Maj. lain Cochrane,
the present earl of Dundonalid.
The philatelist sent a copy of
the article to Vere Cochrane.
Alexander Cochrane of
Grange-Over-Sands, Cumbria,
England, who was involved in
research into the earls of Dun-
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Figure 2. This early Pitcairn Island cover was sent in 1849 by
Jemima Young to Arthur Cochrane, whose ship, HMS Spy, was
docked at the island for a short time. The letter was sent in

1849,

brary in Minneapolis where
his letter was forwarded to
Risvold.

He stated in his letter;

“From my researches into
the family history, the ‘“Hon Ar-
thur A: Cochrane’ to whom
Miss Young's letter is ad-
dressed is clearly identified as
being — as he later became —
Admiral the Honourable Sir
Arthur Auckland Leopold
Pedro Cochrane, K.C.B.

“He was the third son of Ad-
miral Thomas Cochrane, 10th
Earl of Dundonald, G.C.B.
mho...bewedlnb‘o the
title, achieved fame Lord
Cochrane, the frigate captain
who later helped the Chileans,
the Peruvians and the Brazill-
ans to achieve independence.”
(Lord Thomas Cochrane Is ple-
tured on Peru Scott 226.)

Another letter from Alexan-
der Cochrane to Floyd Risvold
confirms that Arthur Cochrane
visited Pitcairn Island in 1847

Adams by Capl. Frederick
Chamier R.N., published in
New York in 1853,

The book bears a manu-
script dedication by Caroline
Adams to “John & Celia Par-
nell/who visited Pitcairn
Island/March 1850 on
their/voyage to California.”

Three original letters were
found at the back of the book
addressed to Celia Parnell
They probably were placed in
the book by Mrs, Parnell as a
memento of their visit.

Two are from Caroline Ad-
ams and one ig from Susan
Quintall. The letters are dated
March 25, 1850, April 20, 1850,
and April 9, 1856, and contain
insights to the island and its
history. .

The April 9, 1856 letter from
Caroline Adams is particularly
intcresting as it was writlen
three weeks before the islan-
ders left Pitcairn to settie on
Norfolk Island because the sef-



In 1921 the New Zealand government agreed to accept "unstamped"
mail,from Pitcairn Island at the regular prepaid rate,with the
charges to be collected from the recipient.By 1927 the New Zea-
land Postal Agency was established on the Island and stamps of
that country were put in use. In 1940 the Pitcairn Post Office
was established and the first postage stamps were issued. There
are more than a dozen types of the "NO STAMPS AVAILABLE" in red,
violet,purple and black known.

Cover shown above was posted from Pitcairn Island in January and
arrived at AUCKLAND,NEW ZEALAND on February 13,1924 as per post-
mark.It was then forwarded to NUKUALOFA,TONGA in the FRIENDLY
ISLANDS,where it arrived on March 17th.It was held in the post
office until it was picked up on April 24,1924,as per the postmark
on reverse.SEE chart above for location of PITCAIRN,TONGA and

AUCKLAND.
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The mother of Floyd McCoy
writes to a friend:".....
Floyd like to go to New
Zealand,1f can to study
Wirelass(radio), dont
know if he will go or

not - We are expecting
the S.S.Rotorua - the

boys just catch the mess-
age that she will be in

one ocloc— 50 BIGRE. . s
Harriet McCoy.'
the letter "I send an old
letter f;or Mrs McCoy.She
is the great grand daugh-

ter of Flecher Christian
the mutineer and she marr-
ied one of the McCoys
Mentioned in the book.
Mrs.E.B.Smith.

Cover was carried by the
S.S5.Rotorua to New Zealand
and thence via the Canal

Zone,as per partial strike
of the postmark "PAQUEBOT".
The"T" in the circle indi-

cates that the postage was

collect.
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PITCAIRN ISLAND

RICHARD BENTLEY FAIRCLOUGH stand-
ing "outsicde the porch of Gordon
Christian's house where I live"on
Pitcairn Island.Richard had been
given a permit to move to Pitcairn
from England.He arrived about the
first of July 1927 and sp

rest of his life on Pitcairn vhere
he died and is buried.The letter

on the opposite page is the last

of five that he wrote to Robert G.
Tolman.They give an eXc&llant
cescription of life on the 1island..
This letter tells of 2 men wvho were
"landed here from S.S.Corinthie.
They had been on board seeing
friends off for Englané" and the
boat sailed with them on board.The
ship let them off at Pitcairn to
catch the S.S.Mataror due in 2 days,
but failed to stop.They had to stay
about a month for the S.S.Lainue to
take them back to New Zealand.Post-
marked at Pitcairn June 4,arriving
&t CRISTOBAL,C.Z. JUN 17 830 AM
PAQUETBOT 1930.It arrivea at NEW
YORK June 23rd.
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s Hospitality of Isianders,

L|. The visitors were reccived witli open
’ ‘nrms by the Pitcairn Islanders, who. dur-
*| ing the whole of their stay, :.hnwed .l'l:ael:';
*| the greatest hospitality. They visitec
"| every home on the island and were ac- ;
commodated in a comfortable !'urmshn.d

house, which was set apart for their

LIFE ON PITCAIRN

UNIQUE HOLIDAY TOUR.

ecial use. .
513“0 population of Pilcairn Island is | 1
) ‘| about 200. The village, called Adams-

town. after John Adams, one of the crew :

Hospitality of Isianders, oo

m-
= "o were received with open | .

2 Bl &u’:' 15-1

HUTT FAMILY'S EXPERIENCH/, Al

—— o ‘h‘!lﬂd '
“' & "bi'.t_‘hm ) ‘

LONELY BUT HAPPY PE.OPLIJ ing .

W lbﬁng H .
: e VeivieD,  MONDAY |

A unique holiday tour was comple Veo e ¥,
last Fridsy when the Roahine arrives ;:-:: W o $ OCTOBER 1
Wellington from London and South af ng1 ] ' )
ton, via the Panama Canal and Pit “:1’ 3 THRHJLING EPIS

’ th aia; ODES

lsland. Included among her passe :E:g fear == " ,
were AMr. and Mrs. A. Hare, of ! too) = &
Hutt, and their five sons and little ¢ H&;hﬁf 1| SPECTACULAR SYDNEY FIRE, | 4.
ter. The family joined the Ruah hhndq-:“ . T E
Pitcairn Island, where they bhad [ baey, seen| AV 1 are | [
left by the same ship on her last Hapmm‘h“ ALANCHE OF HOT BRICKS. are
ward passage. ’ o re, the _ T 1e3,

It is an interesting story that tbe?-mg: FOUR E.N SUSTAIN |N lous C
fells. e was runming a motor- liguops, 1 JURIES. 3 I
vico between Wellington and Loy | &Fs 5 vemad A g _——' e
for some time until he sold onl [ /5 Yery J; cantly llh?:h Pﬁflﬂgtun' Sydney, re. i | ®
Railway Department a few mod | o, ¥ are ~ royed  several small y |

. MqUitoey | Shops and g factories d e
He then decided to take his f [puu to gd the ini - s And resulted in |  fidle
li d Pitcairn Island was | MW gy - p J“"}" wo firemen and two ofher ind [ &
a holiday an I‘Ell o Writte 101 man, provigeg lhru]lm;; episodes for th rer- |
Mr. Hare explained, because one fmmp'ni:- hundrods of People tbracted o s ¢ |y ny | o
visited the place 36 years aga “:ﬁ,hm o Hazily, though a veil gf Vi .t; SPOEUE im. | I
was travelling to America in Tt pi‘e;‘ men could be seen g i €, the fire- | | are ,:

i had made upt h | SHand g hi ghling the flames g
rhip, and he hac ‘ Btane gyn.” | “lile the walls anq the roof collapsed s | 1
go back Lnere again some di Mants, “.::‘“"i' and whils rus'mg electric wires Wrir.l;]j "I g | w

Mr. Hare booked passages S Q N O e g farther endangered theps | * () |
his wife, five sons and one lﬂ:‘hr Placed  lives. R gored their | E.',].m I
the Ruahine. They left New 2l deotd of A little bo q| hhe

sl | . Y was saved from he
ot beglming of Ju]y_ and | that ""‘; IEEI“I!;! of while-hot bricks, ang l'uu:nﬁrer:n:h:fwu i ";.nd
Pitcairn Island about nine ‘ braugs, buck | %08 to fall off 5 Ve, ot o ere |
was & dark night and blowi [ #0aa h"ﬂe-md 8 cascade of byl neat o | Thy
bricks from )

i ft' ﬂtogmnh' [ F E . g l-ﬂt!crlng ol Ty.
when the islanders came o 'I"R!. i 0, front wall of the Bremises, Tlg g Ifby | ¢
R which Mr. ":t Mrs. E [k thlla.m 's estimuled ar oyer £110,000 e o | ditle
amily, with all their baggs Workmen were o :l S e
mses of goods, including SiSSEE a!"w ous tasks in Afy., ;ﬁ?eﬁ?gzpb:ﬁt:gﬂfmm' R LD
afely landed after a fiv [fg o 0 H458 sigy when someans raised the ery of Fi ory | e vks,

3 2 £ "-"ﬂd u' ‘ﬂ‘ ﬁnmd .'Olﬂsm S_ J h.[ﬂej P f Ire ] j_" r-“'"' [
et e e bt [ Iaiaa ottty Brictor, wort W. Stewart, and" othes Lo | wis | bder
wals’ crews made light, I‘f'&nd 1 & fay'Ployses rig TR i o tbuo{ or em. [ %0 | o))

the '“lnlufrgﬁl'l find 3 large hﬁl;l of fibre p;ﬂl::[:i“ ), Hm-
.;}]’lblttm; ﬂmnlg, While one telephoned o 3Z [ dig | bhis P
™ l:I for ¢h fire brigade, the othery attempted (o sgh | 20¢ | P® | 4
a 4 they due the cutbreak. They slowty fad wiw | The
.ﬂ.?".'" next j before tha flames which, faunaﬂmuﬁ: h“d bt |8
shall B9ing (o oo Strong wind, swept through the enlire fs < s off | p
H‘f‘&f?mn the '0t¥, and then Comi ‘o :; vohy &
%" be 344 the vrl:ﬂg of the Bnildim{; sted enly.
&E_.__.i- 5'“’? eepers hﬂ!l‘iﬁﬂv , ; by
i5e3, and, 5o rapidly i lh:tﬁ:i;:: m g 11 F
. the lymi that one x an:
Mr. K as unable to syve :L:,-:fﬂ‘ it M.
thing of valua When the fire hyi E;‘ ac_'}h
arrived the building was completely ggp. | 37 | |
Rarrow sirest tq ih a
ald houses op it @ loag row of Baom-
i y his | o
allosiad shars of WA s Snad E o Zos) i
! led {0 do five davs' ealra work. The
, pu!_ o do & s hien | 8
islanders have four large bouts, w l:ﬁ |
Hare employed in fishing and 1o going F

o D o0 L

¢« N o >

Gifts of Civilisation.
Mr. Hare and his family took with

thom many useful Fi!'ts for the Piteairn
Islanders. These included a motor engine,
which was fitted into one of the boats,
giving it a speed of 10 knots and en.
abling it a few weeks ago to go miles ont
to intercept the Norwegian moatorship
Vestvard, bound to New Zealand. Another
very welcome present was 'a wireless re.
ceiving and transmitting set, which soon
after it had been set up communicated
with steamers 100 miles away in daylight
and nearly 200 miles at night. ' Mr. Hare
also took to Pitcairn Island bees, New
Zealand flax plants and a number of Nor.
folk Tsland pines. He also presented the
islanders with the first piano which bad
been seen there. i

From many points of view, said Mr.
Hare, the Pitcairn Islanders are a happy
community, They are deeply religious,
they neither smoke nor drink alcohelic
liquors. In spite of inter-marriage they
are a remarkably healthy people and there
is very little sickness on the island.
“There are no flies or feas and very [ew
mosquitves, and there are no blights or
resu to spoil their crops. They have a
aw probibiting immigration without a
written permit from their council and
one from the High Commissioner for the
Western Pacific as well.*

Island were not the first to dwell on it,
Btone axes and chisels and other imple
ments, stone pillars and figures like those
of Easter Island and skeletons with rl
shells placed beneath their heads 'I':.:u
been found on Pitcairn. Why the origi
nal dwellers disappeared 1s a mystery like
that of Euaster Island. Mr. Hare has
brought hack many beautifully fashioned
stone implements and some interesting
vhotogranhs of rock paintings of human
Leings. animals, birds and curious designs
like wheels.

Retorning to the Island,

Island in a fow months. They had been
given the “‘freedom of the island" and
the inhabitants were building a house
specially for their accommodation, Mr.
re said they would probably stay for
two years next time and two of his sons
were going to act as schoolteachers, "“We
shall remain there until we get tired of
the life," he added.

The present inhabitants of Piteairn :

Mr. Hare stated that he had come back |
to settle his business affairs and that be i
wid his-mamily would retorn Lo Piteairn |

e -




Mrs.Floyd H. MeCoy
Pitecairn Island
South Pacific Oecean.

Dear Mra. MeCoy:

I am a collector of man
maps of the American West 1790-1890. Th
you will understand the ecircumstances #

as follows:

\ few magis® ago I bought a ¢
by a Mr. Robert G.Tolman and mostly wri
letters there were five between the dat
Tolman,At the time of these letters Mr,
S.8.Califoinia & also S.S.Pennsylvania,
the letters is a long 8 page deseriptic
Very interesting to say the least,

Now - we coue to the sixth .
for this letter to you.The letter I ha
Harriet MeCoy to a™™rs.E.B.Snith,338 N
New York", In the letter Harriet menti

"Floyd like to go to New Zealand, if oi
if he will go or not,™ end quote., This
Island,Sept 19,1026" and the eanvelope |
marking "POSTED AT PITCAIRN ISLAND/NO
on this letter, apparently to My, Tolmar
Mrs.MeCoy. She is the great grand daugh
mutineer and she married one of the Me(
guote,

I thought vou hight be intere
is very interesting and historiecal to
by you will be greatly appreciated, I

I take STAMPS magazine and read of it ¢

write up in the Natiomal Geographic Mag

5 s
i/
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Floyd H. McCoy

of Pitcairn Island
FLD'H) H. McCOY, a direct descendent
. of William McCoy, one of the Bounty
mutineers, died in his home on the island

on deptember 15, 1963.

He had been in the American Hospital

in Balboa, Canal Zone, from April 21

to July 20, 1963, and underwent two seri

Ous operations. The trip from the hospital

o t_!;e boat was made in an ambulance,

a distance of fifty miles. He had to be

under :':wi_;:i-:-n at all times, and was made

as comiortable as possible in the ship's

hospital quarters. His devoted wife, Vi,

stayed close by and helped the ship’s doc-

tor care for him. After nine davs on the

open seas, they landed at Pitcairn Vi's

Wish was granted that the ocean wouldn®

be rough when he was 1aken in the small

boat on the irip to the island The =ea
was as calm and placid as a large lake.

" Vi sends a message of thanks through
STAMPS magazine 1o all those who made
Floyd’s last days as happy as possible,
He received many get well cards 'and
notes while in the hospital, and those
that were received after he left the hospi.
tal were forwarded to the jsland. He
was amazed that people who didn' know
him \mulei‘e"nd messages to him just as
a result of the item which appeared in
STAMPS reporting his illness,

Floyd is very much missed on the [sland.
He was a great leader, and the whole pop-
ulation depended on him for leadership,
He was their only navigator who could
take men to Henderson Island, a distance
of 118 miles, for Miro wood. He was the
ham operator who sent out calls for help
w‘hirn a doctor was needed, or to contact
friends who sent packages of needed items,
He was the Public Relations Officer and
.Ihr- Police Chief. He helped make a land.
ing at Bounty Bay so that the women
wnulId not have to step into the witer
getting in and out of the hoats.

Through the sale of stamps the island
people were able to build a modern school
nnd- church. There are many exrjuiuih’
curios that can be gotten in the island.
Anyone wishing first day covers or curios
can contact Mrs. Floyd H. MeCoy Pit-
cairn Island, SP.O, 0

—Mvyrmie L. Gromsn
$H*+H++++H++H+M++H-+4

> CANAL ZONE . T
_.'f:‘ MINT AIRMAILS -

his radio studio. I have always been thrilled with the story of the
Bounty and Piteairn Island sice I was a young boy - I am 53 now., Too

bad I did not acquire these letters earlier so I could have addressed

Floyd as well as you. I assume that Harriet is Floyd's mother as you

are refered to as "Vi¥ in STAMPS magazine,? Set me striaight.
I will be more than pleased to hear from you in the very

near future, If you wish I will be glad to tell you about my collection

and nyself, I am the president of the compant which appears on this
letterhead and we are in the infantswear business, We sell to the

retail stores.

__.-—-""'____""3

Sincerely yoursj Y

A s
i T s
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Pitecairu iz S.F.0.
Feb 2nd, 1966
Dear Mr Risvolu,
Your isbues was here when I returned Jan IZ2th from tus Staves where
I spent the last 12 moths for my nea.in 1 W8 Very sick after the loss of my dear hus
sen. & had gone through such a strain % with Hpeumatoid Arthritis it flared up badly
so L went away to pget awey from things lor & while.
Your ietteris most interesting as that it ai 1 concerns my late
husbewd's family ect.
Mr Feirciocugn vy the way, Floyd got a permi for him to come
. here & live & s few years lster he got peimicaion for his widowed sister to ces.e
irow Englend also & they both ended their deysunere.in this h ome
Yes ,Hsrriet was Fioyds movher, yes Floyd did go away to N &
tnat ame to learn radio but he mostly remsinecs, see es sn Able seamsn for 20 yeears
oir & on coming back here st intervals .o .66 nis peeple & looked after them till
the end. He served sll through thelast woric war 2i o6& % tnen he sat for his Mates
ticket & got that using it for eyesr befure coming back here bringing me for the tirst
£1.6 . .on WEr was over. Js usecto tske 2.l tue people here to Oeno isiend e sand atol
%5 miles from Fitcairn Ior a nice rest s it has alovely legoon sll arouncit & reaf
all srounc = mile or snose 2lsc he used to bring the men back ircm henderson “sland
where the, useu to go for wood IIO miles from here.
“igy be I ghould list you down for our little monthly peper &
you &1l continue to get the news events of our little Islend from time time.
I send out elmost -uv I buy Luem Ircm LNG wol & then I post them myself
folks ususily pey & doller e yesr fror me to de t. is & gL the same time helps me &
wee bit. I do 211 kind of si.emp work cerds ect now as 1 ueveto ir” ie OC evmet ing |
for to bring in & little eince Floyd hesgons. The curios ere lovely eil kindsof wood
work if you woood like scme. flying fish emeil or medium or lerge birds emsll &
medium & turtles hend veses ect. baskets for the ladies.
Yy be scme friendswuood like scmee.
With only two regular sl ips ceillng here now our me ' 1ls are extreme.y
sgiow. 80 far the one t.is yea:r is theone I cawe homeon in Jen I2th.
The; ere going to try &% gel e cargo bos. tc ¢ mein once a month & pick up meils sot
thie mighthelp & bit fir the ma'le g oingout.

W 11 those coversyuu havr witn no siamp de;s here should be
veluable. Did you ge. the thres | D C or 4 now witn Churchils that cameout here lasi
year? Have & huge pile of me.ls to clean up 80 try tu dc e little each day.

T would love to travel more in smerica & lecture on Fitcairn & sliow my slides & meda
movie .
Trusvail is well with you @ family,

sincerely.
V.McCoy .
My friend lpzmo Hell roved with us in 1962 for two months ceme homewitn
me aga.n t .8 P NN o 8 I 2 e 00l Floyd
1 had sts ETr8.
rinted.
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and behaviour proved 3 -
@ ved as such that they h: 1
T . £ 1€ €y have "took wle " ~
that they had been with Jesus'? ’ > e o

THAI : a |

LIANK YOU: %gf;r Elgwf?gtup @ hundred balloons I felt like a whale my-

o s = s+ OUL ThRAt 1s part of the fun, I am sure I‘*--r“~ 10

ﬁ;:ngﬁ;nKQCOf all the phildren to Vi McCoy's friends,er J. K Qﬁn;03§ln

the bgqgiifa?ada, and Mpr O, E.'Risvold in Minneapolis Mium, U: é? A, for
1 “autllul ones and other g1f'ts they so kindly sent for Christméé.

Glenda Young,

ifhe beauty of the house is order;
EE? blessing of the house is contentment:
The glory of the houseé is hospitality:

PS Nave Zone On ITheTo oacc a8 i ( i -
3 sone on their way, has our Christian influence



Pitceirn Is S.F.C. Feb I0th *97I
Dear Friends.

An unexpected shi, from Panema wsy brought our msils & we were so happy
as we had known masil wes waiting up ‘here for here. Your wonderful parcel egein arrived
it wes well sfter xmes but I devided the things out to theones I kneww could use them
Thistime we hed a young baby born e little girl belonging to Tom & Setty Christian
jte their Pirst & they were very happy & thrilled to desth when I took slong your
wonderful prem or cot cover & the little blankets she so badly needed to say nothing

of the wee dresses ect ect, so this is her year we will sey to get e nice share, last
year & so on beck the same thing in t is wey the thingsfit the ones they rae meant to
Many thanks indced Betty peinted some skeleton lesves & gave them t me to edd to

my little box of things for you folks. so in this same mail by surface there is a
parcel I had betterlet you know in case o strikes ect still it hes s nice basket mad
by Norma & e shark made by Semmie Betty's leaves & a tiny baby fish by a little boy.
e bird by John Chrisiten. do hope you like the m folks & they arrive safelye.

The other news will bein the pspers I now you will soon have them slso

as they sre in the mail dso.
' Ite sad sbout all the dead birds up Ducie. must bethe

teats the french were doinglast year hes left poison as all the coral is dead.
only 300 m iles from us .no fish in the lagoon either desd & gone.

I cent write much but still try to punch away on &
thia & get by my erthrtis gets very bad its our weather. my feet have been so swollen
& painful its herd to weer shoes amymore I livein glippers.as my feet sre spreading.
gtill I guess I could be worse off 'ike some otherpeople.
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how have you ell been havent heard from ou for a
“leng time but then we have hed no ships thats the holdup this
nd. as you will see by thepapers what few we have had. & only
several of these for the yeer cerry our mails here.
while I think ofit I dont know whom to ask, but you folks will
o7 understand. I em suffering a lot lately with continusl 1ittle
e ulcers in my mouth under my teeth plate & oh how these can hurt
I see advertised a simple thing here & wondered whom I could send
to get one if vou dont mind. sure would comfort me. a thing called
RINSTEAD for trouble in the mouth. pastille dissolves in the
mouth its nnthing itshealing. entiseptic & getle bethes the in
jured tissues. I guess its because I am » full of inflamation
all the time from the tip ofmy poor tooes to the top of my he
ﬂ“c my oirculetion is eleo bad my ‘ingers will go dead right up
the second joints et times. s
This month we will be having a short visit from our Duke
5. the Queen is not coming they cant risk her coming ashore he
Well my poor house is like the rest full of borer
& will soon be falling down, some of their ceilihggdhe
coming down as the insects eat the bearers up &% 1 i
continual grit or sand under your feet & awful to walk-oF§
Pitcairn is gettingold, its homesits epole :
& elderly & sick we are all just gettingover the\ha
left us all weak cant seem to leave us comgf//E[E
the time. was brought here from Tehitii,
its been 8 hard summer & last winter we had tha
s out here now wetop have our bits of troubles
How have the floods been treasting you folks .
I often listen in to the ewful stories about the £3
people having to mave, now t ey havethis earthay
Yos angeles. my how closeto home where I lmow [
so many people. The spa'ce men did well.
must go now Greetings & gll pood wishes from
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Pitcairn Island Sth Pacific Ocean
Sept 28th, I96E
Deer Friende, A _
Your leitar ect arrived Ea;nlftwo veekes sgo for which I thank you
& seeing our two regulinr boefa are due slmest tigeiher I em getting as much ss will
be ready for it as'tharc went te @ ship again Tor semstime unless we get atenker
or cargo tv s%op by = iew mimutes fo pieok up 3 ¢ L tasten to get all mels
answerede. =

51 reed; L& ¥ osad these on with the books
ry in tha event of them not
sahings around its swful at
i hed sometlimes, they get

o placa.lte & wonder wa

L heve vo S .
& Turtde sct.d do P . 11 ar‘n in ;gau&
I will ¢lways re ~, . L st

Jus
frm

times fibe My th

such H‘gﬁta PJL ..,-- :; B o hs
get enys Img peod 2

. pnpar & in t is vwgy
it talls you mor a2 - ST TR e % ght be of interest
to yau. OfcourssifNEewons sl aWF AU ED s WA T :_ e or the like
we veard this 1 g™ affy. AR U e 1 “-Q yat to go & each
tize ihey are galow il ’t'.e" were forced to stop
tham but De Usul., "_’”""
) o - snd tHet Lime with the
orowd & ia ' TRRERN 3 - ape i,-__-- s1d oforurse ] shall ask
- forgot this tise whean I wrote
T thu s msil bui it would be fun to write
her yours, A\ et en YoNCREEP voa d&kmrt&o the Fost Y£fice @R C/0
Now I awm . y A ® &5 \1 wouTit e wili-usendit but of yeu
want 1i° {caz_r._ R A Bl bocifs u;ir.dl say ?V' futyra if you want
mint = cons @ PA, at. impof!.ant, in setdingovt eo much &
saves \ires B ,,.eui i‘ﬂg ba f sgein.
' = N viwe he.od two young btables elmost & montle
It ink aiout fwa O 8 hea.:‘_aﬁ- if:u fs H‘r xika mqﬁ,;ma cinces we had babies.
the children _nr'a i Spas. 2

e hey g T=11< srcons f'or me I usually gie them
bubble gum in thia way thay get & greatkick out of it so if you should send
‘some thing ss yow ey in a pecket I would appeeciate something like ¢ is es they
last & long time in 8 fink dont melt . At xmgs time we heve & deys outine
in the public square where t r put xmes trees up & everyone put things on the
trees for sach other frow the youngest tc the oldest , to et readyforthis event
Ihiave all kinds of thipgs throughthe vesr thet folks sendme like used clothing
toys sweelsz & enybhing they heyefinishadwith & 1 sort these out sccording 4%
to size & person & elsd® through the ysar we ell h ve & birthdey & each home puts
on & dinnerfor this & aguj.n’ we give little presents of clothing so if you or your
friends would like to navm their used clothing or toys or things their folks have
discarded we could uss them but I know this wil iﬁt puutngn & I wll offer to
pesy postege omy be I tould get & curioer basket what ever $bey say
I willheveto teke &his new ribbon out its a mess kuapa jumping up

in frontof the keys % mekingms make shocking mistekes more than I 4
normally with my fingers, While I tink ofit incase the baskets ahuuld get &
bitsquashed, stuff them with -rushed up news paper or old clothing & tske s warm
iron & iron them sgein & they will be like new.they meske these on & round wgoden
*lock.

Cneof my f‘rianﬁi;- in N Y at the moment has my 16 MM coloured movie film

£ Piteeirn I em wondering if you & yeur fiends would went to see it while it
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o . w, —— e e S T =

——






—— . g—

BVed HIV

R




RI-ET'—'% e
a,;;a-

Dear Friends,

At lest
year. 27 bags of folks )
Your wonderful parcel sg;
A young couple was merri /
just out eof this worlo t "
thrilled & Olive his wii
Steves father Iven Chri:
for your help tewards tt
Doneld oung A son ed F]
received things for her
Cerrel up above me on tF
the little red leng pent
year pld. they allg‘lt}ha!: 4 o . e "9‘1"’/{-““" . 995 Q‘K-f
alse & they are from our A Yenia; 3 ' slands 724 2 a
leaf for net knowing the s ¥ -
from the Faname brought The seed nere -
gets & name Pinne leef. but its & beautiful tree pink orchid.

The men sre so busy & so much public & other work to be done & its eshot as Tury
this menth Merch is end of summer reaily Feb but its been our h-ttest month egein this yesr
we 8ll have to get up earlly to get enything at all done, Since the tests out here ouwr
weather seems te be seo different I thins the hydreogen Bombs sre ne gnnd for gardens ect
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Pitesairn Island 8.P.0 Des 3Ist,I968

.. Dear Friends,
Just as the eld year gees away I want te
wish ysu sll the semsens Greetings & a very plessant &
prosperous New lear.
Its swamer time here new but plenty eof
rein mestly at night & mekes it very humid. |
The mails as ususl are very slew & we have te
wait se leng fer our mails at time, because they dent
kesep a schedule like thepassenger boats used te have te
ran t. time . i,
e Quite s number are still leavongus & eur =
/4" presnt tescher will be changing ever shertly & a new family
coming, they say this Mr Henry hes three ohildren & wants
WS te bring a cat & a deg, plenty catseut at the se
. & even wants ts bring = cew, they mustbe real ceunt
g . 3 may be ‘hey will ke in fer a few surprisesafter. P
h 3 when they arrive here new. /..4-/ M
) With the shertage ef man pawsst
er we have se mueh machinery here new. . %o
Alse the big pewer engine run by the GevarnmswiFF/ '
is installed se we all use sur pewer frem fh /* " u\
meter reading in thehemes. but it emts the fue ag
helf hour.Its geing te take semeeil to keep it goim
They enly put it en at dark each night & ou y

. 0

f

i[‘ilh
S YOR
‘J_{:;I

Ykt

o\ W II.edoleck. =
; : Hepe you went have toe much snew this year—fihaye

' -ézg"?@ bad weatherlike ence before scausing flecds. = R

-- i You have semethingto be preud of with the spaPemen/ 3

R L they are ll very brave & clever tes te be ablel . _ &

e to work such selentific thin gs, the main thingis I

N,
% is te saty alive.




To open cur h-

We expeot a ship shertly se have getten a fewletters tegather,
I have been bad with the arghritis this changable weather is ne goed all

the time & toe m ch damp.
i~em thinking serieusly of trying te find a place
te live wnere it dees net rain se much & is ly éry.In that my Iweuld be
able te do some work te keep my expenses geing.“ere I am net deing any werk
or on any pentiens & with ne trading ships new its hard to keep going
&8 even here sne heste use money te buy fsods,I sell stamps ever seas & in
this way I de a little but net everysne wants stemps. - - '
N+ Costs of living afect us tee, & mere se
because we have freights en top of high cests & seme freighte are higher
than the geeds so we just cant-erder them.& sometimes get speilt landingthem
in bad weather. :
Well éar people hepe you sre net everworked, would be nics te

hear frem yeu sgain when time permits.
- ' Have a very pleasant New Year.
very dncerely, VI
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