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~ITIS8URGII LANDING, TENN.,
MARCil 27, 1862 Charles Tyler
reports that he had arrived at Fort
Donaldson "two hours after the sur­
render" of the fort to Grant's superior
forces on February 17, 1862" He de­
scriht's tilt, ant'fIllal h I,rlllt' M'iKt' ,11111
illuminates it with thl' i.ll"t'ullll'anying
sketch he made.
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GRAND GULF, MISS., MARCH 20, 1863 Fifty miles below Vicksburg. Charles Tyler describes
the mowmClIl of the 2nd Brigade, 4th Oivi..iull, 16th Army Corps, from Memphis to Vicksburg
via a flotilla of steamboats and gunboats. ~Just as I retired we recieved by Rocket Signal
Telegraph information that Grant had been fighting and wining all day and had taken ten
thousand prisoners at Vicksburg.· Vicksburg fell to Grant on June 29, 1863. This was really the
beginning of the end for the Confederacy because it. propelled Grant to the overall command
of the armies of the United States. The accompanying sketch of Grand Gulf was made by Tyler
at the time. Note that Grand Gulf had been burned out by the bombarding oCthe gunboats
of the Nary.
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BEFORE VICKSBURG JUNE 15, 1863 Charles Tyler, clerk of the 2nd Brigade, 4th Divisicn,
16th Army Corps, writes home that he expects VICksburg to be taken s:>on. "\'{e have VICksburg
entirely surrounded from the river on the north around to the river on the south.... we Zi,'e
planting heavyseige guns ..... some of these days Vicksburg will get an awful waking up with shC':.
and shell .... they have a line of breastworks and forts all the way round .... there is a (.G~"'~'.::l"':
cannonading kept up from morning until night.~

On June 29, 1863 Vicksburg fell to the Union forces under Grant _ just two weeks after this
letter was written. The sketch of the operations around Vicksburg was made by Tyler and
included with the letter.
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SOLDIERS LETTERS

1863
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CAMPAIGN COVERS
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LINCOLN, ILLINOIS.IUN 6 (1861)
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TIIE WESTERN MAILS
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MINNESOTA

•
MINNESOTA BY MAGNUS

Charles Magnus made two designs of MINNESOTA for his series on the loyal states
of the Union. Cover shown above is the only used example of this design recorded.
Posl,markroc! at HARPERS FERRY VA Dec 15, 1862.
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WISCONSIN BY MAGNUS

The cover shown above was postmarked at WASHINGTON D.C.
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PATRIOTIC COVERS
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R<lTRIOTIC COVERS

1861-1865

P(NNS'((V,.,NIA

MASSACHUS[TTS
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Patriotic Covers

Missouri State Magnus Design

MISSOURI

,# If~j' -/. ~ ~i{
f' d: t

It" l­
t

7 August 1864 Baltimore, Maryland to Centeville, Pennsylvania

design printed late in the war when patriotic sentiment was waning

The Only Reported Used Example

For his design ofthe Missouri state patriotic cover,. Charles Magnus chose the image ofan

American Fur Trapper carrying a"For The Union" jIag and the state seal.



RICHARD C. FRAJOLA
P.O. Box 2679

Ranchos De Taos, NM 87557

telephone' (505) 751-7607
email: covccs@rfrajola.com
web site: www.tfrajola.com

Dear Floyd,

At long last, please find enclosed a genuine used example of the Missouri state Magnus design
patriotic cover! I think 1 have been looking for an example for 25 years now. Please accept it
with my compliments.

Best Regards,

/1<---
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PATR IOTIC COVER 5
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, I.'

Ye"', we'll rally round thll Flag, boys, ",e'li rally .luce aglUu,
Shouting the battle.cry of l''reedom ;

We will rally from Ihe bill'i'ide, we'll j,'8.lher from the pl&ln,
8hnting tho battle-cry of Free,lom I

CHORUS.
The Union for ever 1 hurmh I hoY'> llUrrll.h!

Down with jlle Traitor up with the Star I
While we rally round the l'lag, 1.0018. rnllyonoo again

Shouting the tuttle-cry of Freetl"lll!
Wr fife sprinWng to.the cn.I~~ OU~ Br~tbeI'lgone before,

UNITE
FOREVER



D'£ATR TO TRAITORS

HIS LIFE

AND TIMES

PRISONERS OF WAR

COVER OATED JULY 1,1863, FROM CAMP CHASE PRISON CAMP. SHOWING COWMBUS

OHIO SQUARE GRID CANCELLATION AND TWIN PORTRAITS OF GENERALS

Me CLELLAN AND HALLECK.
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THE WAR YEARS

1860-1865

rS,WMm li'J"';,. r{JI fJJlIaJJO·
IJ.IJ /i111-"jJ,rJf"N.r Phu-u:la

• -/

///,// /to,-r

.h,~/"'7
SlflP LEITER WRrITEN ON BOARD U.S.S. COWRADO "Off
Fort Pickens, Florida" in 1861.

FORT PICKENS was located at Pensacola, Florida and remained
in Federal hands during the war. Cover is from an army officer
February 5, 1862. It is apparently a double rate that was returned
to the sender by the Fort Pickens postmaster for an additional
three cent stamp. Thus the DUE 3 of that post office.
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THE NAVY

1860-1865

If. ., . ..Fri:,raU•
•\ RO.f. ·oNE.

~~
Ci!flPJ

;J-.ftz ~ ~
t J... tvtt.LI- (kc

fltluJ },.k

V.S.S. FRIGATE ROANOKE. Ship letter 1861.

~.

///;/;.~?~<-' //", h

u.s. GUN BOAT WISSAHICHON OFF NEW ORLEANS.
Ship letter 1862.



"G·oIK oJ..v"
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THE WESTERN MAlLS

U.S.S.COLORADO.Thls was a 3000 ton steam Frigate which played
an important part in blockading the Alantic and Gulf ports
during the Civil War .SEE the George White correspondence in
this collection for more on the COLORADO. Cover above post­
marked at KEY WEST,FLORIA MAR 3 1874.Also bears the handstamp
of Naval Chaplin David H. Tribou.

U.S.S.HARTFORD.The Hartford was.a 3000 ton stearn Sloop and was
Admiral Farragut's flagship at the battle of Mobile Bay during
the Civil War.The person to whom the letter is addressed was
the wife of Lt.Comrnander Parnell F. Harrington the Commander
of the Hartford in 1878(later Admiral}. Both the above ships
were steam with auxiliary sail.

,

11a:iA·~p/;,,-. ;r. ~.

U .S. d-. ,j-,-,~~.!-a...-.
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PRISONERS OF WAR
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PRISONER'S LEI lERS.

Cover shown above is prepaid by the stamps of Qat" sides. It was probably
exchanged via the Jo'ag of Truce boat NEW YORK. The Confederate stamp may
have been put on by the sender or ten cents in cash was paid totheConf~derates

and th<,y placed the stamp anel cancelled it at Richmond, Virginia.
(',ovt'r below hfoars thl' hanclstnmp of J.A. PaHcrliCln the Provo~t

Marshall at Point Lookout, Maryland and is southbound via Flag of
Truce.
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THE NAVY

LIF'E ANO TIMII!:SHIS
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U.S. STEAM FRIGATE COLORADO. Ship letters while
on blockade duty oIT the mouth of the Mis...lc;...ippi in 1861
and off Mobile Bay in 1862.

Ship Island was localed off Pass Christian, in the Gulf
of Mexico, aholll midway hetween New Orleans and Mobile
Bay.

SHL.!? ISLAND
MISS.

It' •.1. 0/""" • ./"•••_4., ¥C""C-I..,..d"¢~·
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J."ll ews- e er I"~~,'" \"~_, ... 18" C••_"'.,••bil.

Ive Rqi_II, with & proM of two 6tId biller-

EX'rR,\. "ado.- Co. ('ual17 are left. TbeM. witb tltelad
~--:l.. "orb opon the 1t1...d, tbe furt, aDd tM SauJ ("Ift

-----,;.,:.,,~~~~~~-~~==~~;in the h.rbor, Ire _pl,la5eieot to protect 1U ...
~HIP ISL.Um, M.lSS.,MAY 6, 18C2. pinatan,broIwbicbtbuoemytl&1lRadapill&tM
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IIEAD QUARl'J::m~. ~HIII' J~I.ASD. }
lol.u <lTW, 1862.

o.D" No. I
I. l"urs.."al 10,:;e.'J 01'\1". ~o. I, ' ....mlll4o

lieu; Q.....It... flf Aeting Ilrig'r Gen" O. r. ~bep.

Ie,. I be~l,y lllIlIume the ('oll,m.Dol of Ibt. l''''l.
All onlen loertl<or.,", 1."u,<I .",1 u"w in r,,~

"ill be ol.-:r,ed unlill>therw"", IIn1e..."J:.
II. A"'ju~nt t', l:'. Uickmore IIf 14th ~I ..ill'

Vol'ft. i, he!'tty dMailel III "dj't OJr this Pool.
II,. flnlN,

l·ol. F'. S. NICKBro;nN.
Coml"",nding P.... I.

('. 8 BKnIORlii. Adj',.-FOIT J .. rt;M"x __ It, p..llre"ees or Col. X'ioker_
Illn, CoIDII'"Hller. or Pa.t, we haTe New Or]"n.
,IM~ 10 lM inll. 11 lIeem. th..,~ """ • mnlin, In
~'ort J-.ekonn. which eomjl~l1~d illl MutTt",ler,' FrolQ
thiM lind ot her f"ell oonnC<\ted witli lhe lurrender or
New OrlflMnM, Iheroe call hI' no <Inub~ lhul the nUID_
lIer ...1'0 ..~ !"lIillg ~i"k OJr II... 1111111.1, ""belli...
"n< I1Ot" few.
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~'I'\'IIQ the IIRmo piper we cnn<len'le tbe follo"ing :
On 'l'IUIi'II" 20th April, the IInnrer or Ihe ('ii,

roulldl Willi ltlln~fllill~od to Co'n, Farragut, "",I u
"l"I"'lutt or ~ho m~,""llger'. inloniew with him WM.
thu he Il:Inml<.onoo hi, purpo""f! ~r tmmb"rdir'g the
Cil)', ,,"d iii ll:n illed hi~ i" 1~lltivn nr roelllo.ing the Cil,.
1I~1l I'I~ .. I,,, ,~_~. 'Or 1.\...~." 1:,,__ .. ,, __•
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LINCOLN'S GENERALS

1860-1865

"Head Quarters 14th Division
Near Vicksburg. Hay 25 1863

General

Official (signed)
(signed) M Rochester/Asst.Adgt.Genl.

***************************

I desire to record my testimony to the gallant conduct of Boomers
Brigade of your Division on the 22d inst, in the attack on the defence of Vicks-
burg. The only chance to secure the lodgement made by my Division on the
enemies works was evidently to send reinforcements to therniand though it entail­
ed the loss of brave men,! felt that the importance of the object made it absolut-
ely necessary to try. Col Boomer [George B.] formed his Brigade in two lines,
placed himself in the center, and marched them forward in the most gallant style.

The enemy had been heavily reinforced,and the Brigade was met with a tremend­
ous storm of bUllets,but not a man flinched.They moved forward steadily down
the hill,scrambled across the first ravine and were just formed to advance to the
next when Boomer was struck down. Col Putnam was about to continue the advance
when he larned that the last words of Boomer were not to attempt to charge those
works. I was glad that no farther advance was made for it proved that the enemy
had,had time to concentrate so strongly in front that it was impossible to take
his works. When ordered to retire the Brigade moved back steadily, took up it I s
position and held it until ordered away. Besides being a gallant and noble
soldier Col Boomer was a personal friend of mine, but he died at the head of his
Command nobly performing his duty to his country and his cause.

Very Respectfully
Your obdt Servt.

E.A.Carr Brig. Genl.

EUGENE ASA CARR had a long distinguished career of forty-three years in the army,
most of it on the western frontier, in the Indian wars. At the time of this letter
he commanded a division of the XIII Corps,before Vicksburg, which surrendered on
July 4,1863 - about a month before it was written. General Carr was awarded the
Congresional Medal of Honor for gallantry at the battle of Elkhorn Tavern where
he was wounded three times on March 7, 1862. He retired from the army in 1893 and
died December 2,1910 and was buried at west Point from which he had graduated 1850.
GEORGE B.BOOKER was a Colonel in the 26th Missouri Volunteer Infantry.
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1846 DAVID BONHAM MURDER CASE 1847

David Bonham,a former state legislator was convicted of killing Henry Keene in
a dispute over possession rights of a sawmill,on May 22,1846,in Milwaukee Co.
He claimed self-defence - that Keene had threatened him wi th a heavy iron mill­
dog [iron bar used to hook logs together] and that he fired at his legs with a
shot-gun. Did not know that he had killed him until he was arrested the next day.
Bonham was sentenced to be executed on December 11,1846, but was given a reprieve
to February 3rd and then on the 2nd he was again reprieved to March 3,1847 .Then
two days before the execution ,at 2 AM in the morning he was informed that the Gov­
ernor had commuted his sentence. Eventually he was released from prison and one
report has him going to Missouri where he died 23 years later. See two lette"rs
written from his jail cell and a printed petition to Governor Henry Dodge,as well
as a letter dramatically describing the preparations for the execution.

Postscript only from a letter by David Bonham to Byron Kilbourn,who was probably
a state congressman, January 14th 1847,written on the back of the address sheet.
Postmarked at RACINE Wis.T.JAN'14,1847. "P S Could I but get a pardon I would
leave the territory forthwith Should the Governor request it,and I would also
give bail to keep the peace and be of good behaviour in any Sum and to any length
of time the Governor thought proper, I think my friends would bail me, for my God
knows that could I once get out of this, they never would Catch Dave Bonham in an­
other Scrape, And I dont think I ought to have got into this, for God knows that
I tell the truth when I say that the thought of Killing never entered my head nor
heart, and God also knows that the thought of fireing the gun never entered my
head nor heart, more than a ~ of a minute before it was done and not till he was
within a 2d as it l/ere of strikeing me with that deadly weapon[ iron mill-dog] ,
but he is gone and I know no man living could have been more Sorry,an repented
more for doing an act than I have for this, and I hope the deceased is in heavan
and if I suffer the penalty, I think thatJ Shall be able to meet it better than
some that Swore against me ever will meet a natural death, but dear Sir I forgive
them, and also all my enemies, for I certainly am determined to leave the world in
peace wi th man on my part, and I hope in peace wi th God, God bless you an prosper
you, Jan 14th. The 3 Supervisors have just been in to see me from Yank­
ville in this Co,they wished to learn the testimony, I gave it to them,and they
remarked that all Racine could not have induced them to Sign my petition before
, but they wanted to Sign it now, and they Signed it before they left my cell, I have
the testimony by me - It is astonishing to me,how people have been misinformed in
mycase- D.B."

-
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The David Bonham murder case became inVOlved in the movement to abolish capital
punishment in Wisconsin. But,it vas not until 1853 that the State legislature
passed such a la""in which life imprisonment was substituted for the death pen­
alty in cases of first degree murder. What David Bonham pleaded for,while claim­
ing that in his case it was "self-defence",
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THE WESTERN MAILS

•

•

David Bonham writes from his jail cell to the Honorable John Haight.a member of
the State legislature, while he id under sentence of death for the murder of
Henry Keene.Letter is postmarked at RACINE WIS.T. JAN 271847 - rated 5 cents
postage.

"Han John T.Haight Racine Jan 27 1847

My dear Sir I learn that His Excellency has rejected my application for a comun­
tation of my Sentence, this of course seals my fate.! have Sent a petition to the
legislature and should my case come up in the house I beg and pray of you to assist
me if you can consistantly with your duty as a legislature. 0 dear friend I have
a Wife and 6 children as amiable and lovely as man can .... ish. My Wife has been with
me near 2 "eeks,and I know,and She Says that She cannott Survive me but a few
weeks) My nerve is all but gone and all I can can say on the SUbject is,that I hope
I will meet Mr Keene in heaven, and altho - I know I must meet my God next Nednesday,
Still I can say with a clear concience that I never thought of Killing Mr Keene,my
blessed Saviour is my witness when I say that the thought of Killing him never once
entered my mind,head, nor heart,and I die innocent of even an attempt to Kill. 0
dear friend I beg and pray of you to aid if passable in amending the act relative to
Capi tal punishment, so as to Save me from death, for saidCrime, and you ever will
recieve the prayers of an innocent and an affliete family,and also the prayers of
This Thy humble Servant David Bonham"
"0 dear friend in the name of humanity pass an act haveing in its object the 1st
2d and 3d degree of murder and define the first degree,so that no man Shall die for
Such an act done in an ofh/ay, fearing he may die innocent of an intent to Kill - In
Gods name, pass an act even if it can t help me any. So tha t I may know tha t no other
man will die innocent.-
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MURDER IN TERRITORIAL WISCONSIN

Letter da ted a t Racine, wi s. T. ,Sunday February 28, 1847, descri bi og the prep­
arations for the execution of David Bonham. The following extracts are from
the letter:

"Would you like to hear about a poor man that is to be hung on wednesday of
this week: ? [March 3rd) well, I will tell you something of him. More than
a year ago he got in a quarrel y,i th a neighbor, and it ended in the murder of a
Mr Keene [Henry] by Mr :Bonham [David] I who was tr ied (and proved gu i 1 ty), at
Milwaukee. He,not being satisfied with the trial,requested another at Racine,
it was granted him in november when he was found guilty of murder,and sentanced
to be hung the eighth of december .before the time arrived,the govenor sent a
respit [respite or reprieve] until the third of Febuary, then every necessary
preparation was made for his execution and burial,even to the coffin,and grave
clothes. many people carne in from the country the day before,A company of sold­
iers from Milwaukee dressed in very gay uniform, acompanied by a band of music
arrived in the afternoon, And soon after a man carne from the govoner with anoth­
er respit of t~i.:-t.y days.The next morning about five hundred had come to town
to witness the execution,and some of them were so mad because they were to be
disappointed that they threatned to burn the court house and jail, if Bonham ,tas
not brought out and hung. That could not be,so they stuffed old clothes, with
straw and made him look much like a man, swung it on a pole,and then set fire to
it-Another respit will not be granted ,so I suppose their desire Hill be grati­
fied. Dont you think these men and boys very wicked to trifle in such a manor
with so solemn a thing. A great many persons are expected here this week but your
aunt Hat,wishes she could be in as quiet aplace as you will be,Although she will
not see the man hung,yet she must necessarily hear the "death marches,and about
all that goes on, for she lives but two or three doors from the jail,and court
house,and but a few steps from the ground where the scaffold is built." Aunt Hat
signes the letter "Harriet" .
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ROOT RIVER, MICHIGAN TERRITORY

Post Office was established January 25,1836 while in Milwaukee County. Located
at the rapids of the Root Ri ver, four miles up stream from present day Racine,
Wisconsin. On April 12,1836, less than three months lit was moved to the town of
RACINE and renamed. With the estabilshment of Wisconsin Territory it became
the County seat of Racine County on July 4, 1836.Cover above bears the only re­
corded postmark of ROOT RIVER. Cover below the type I handstamped postmark of
RACINE Wis.T. FEB 3 (1847), from the DAVID BONHAM murder case correspondence in
this collection.
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I - Ji. tARD OF TI-{P; SILVE STAR. Under the provlil~ons of Ar. y R'3gul­
ations, 600-45, &3 amended, e :ilver ltar is allarded to the following
n:l.med individli'_l.

* *
"CHIPS", 11-4., U. dO Amy Dog, Canpany "l", *" Infantr;r. For

gallantry in action. After lan::Ung on '3each Blue east of * * -D J * * ~ J

at abcut ~20 the morning of * to July 19hJ, ":J{IPS" and his handler ad­
vanced about 300 yards inland under a flurry o~ i'lares and tracer bullets.
After nar.euvering through machine gun fire they approached what a:)~ared

to be a native grass hut. 0uddenly, a hidden enemy machine gun began firing
frof,1 the hut on troops on the beach. Ul".hesitantly, tlC!~IPSIt wrenched his leach
frOf,' his handler's hand, dashed into the hut, teeth bared, and vigorously
attacked thp. enemy gun crew. Aft r a few s~cond.s, the gun ceased firing,
loud yelling could be .lebrd and out 0-'-' tLe hut one of the crew came runnin6',
ttC:i!p;j1l te.:J.ring at his neck. T.t second crewr:¥ln soon followed, hi h nds
r",is~d high in surrender. Americo.n soldiers luickly took chare:e 0; tne
prisoners. Ilc;ur::pt courageous act, singlehandeJ.l,j' eliminbting u d<:>.ngerous
machine gun nest ... nd causing surrender of its cre'i~, r'3flect> t hi -"nest
credit on hir.lself b.nd the mllit.s.r;' service. :!!:ntered the service from
Front oy~l, Virginia.

* '* •
~y COO,.[lClnC of !.ajar !Jeneral TRU3CorT:

DON ..... G., LE'l'ON
'::010ne1, 'i . .. C.
Chief of staff.Ol?l;'ICIAL:

/s,l
It/

• • ,.I. l..o.Wo

'. .:;. :u..;__:
Lt. Col., .G.D.,
Adjutant Jeneral.
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l'ACIFJO UAlL STEAl{SRIP 00,

NEW.YORK, AU!Jusl15th, 1857.

liON. AAnON V. BROWN,
postmaster Gcntral, Washington.

Sm,-Jt appears to me proper that I should place upon
the files of the Post Office Department some record of the
manner in whieh the Pacific Mail Steamshi.p Company,
throughout its service of neurly nine years, has fulfilled its
obli.gations to the Government. Before presenting a de­
tailed statement of mail servi.ce, (now in course of prepara­
tiOD,) allow me to invite your attention to BOme facts.

'The contract, under which we have traU!!ported the mails
between Panama :md Astoria, was a\varded to the lowest
bidder, and by him assigned to this Company.

The Act of Congress authorized it as the connecting sel'o­
vice wilh tbe line between New·York, New Orleans and

Aspinwall, via Havana.
Our mail steamers (the first leaving October 5th, 1848)

were the first which bore the American flag to the Pacific
Ocean. The voyage of over 12,000 milcs, necessary tc
place them on their station, being accomplished, all the dim.
eulties of pioneers in their great enterprise remaineQ. to be

encountered.

........_~------------------_.
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has not been favored by government. I doubt wllether
ally other service in California, or performed under Cali.
fornia expenses for the Department, can be cited to cost
less per mile than a similar grade of service in the Atlantic
St.'l.tes, or on tl.le Atlantic canst.

It Ims seemed only an act of justice that I should thus
point out to you the difficulties of our service, and the trio
urnph over theIll. 'fbc advantages to the public (from such
sen-ice as wc have rendered), particularIyon the Pacific coast,
cannot well be stated here; but tbe earnestncss and fidelity
with whieh every duty has been more than met, merit, aod
I trust will receive, the confidence and acknowledgment of
the Department over which you preside.

Very respectfully, sir,

Your ob't serv't,

, \ ,

WM. IT. DAVIDGE, Pres't. •
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Letter from Arthur Denver to Will Denver - h ..ay 27, 1877

C yo
u inform me where and in what court the proceedings were

. .• an ?
against Russell, Majors &. Waddell, an~ ,:hat the result was.

It looks to me, from reading the declslon of the Supreme Court,
that it will be an uphill fight, but my cecollection of the facts .are
that Russell obtained the Indian Trust Bonds, used them fO;I: hlS
privette purposes, and the Govt. never paid them. or the Floyd

accepta~es either ...
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