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Jan. 7,1858 Washington City, D. C. Free to Leavenworth City. K. T., forwarded
to Lawrence. franked by Charles E. Mix, Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
letter from Nlike Delaney to Denver .
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•.• 1 received one also from Hcburg, who complains of the appointment of
Snowden••• he also states that Col. H. (Henly) has 2000 head of beeves in
the Tehama reserve••• We are extremely anxious to hear from you and
every morning the Telegraphic news is sought for with avidity. We are
oIten annoyed by parties desirous to kn JW if you are firm, seeming all the
while to doubt our reiteration to that effect. I always tell them that you have
been a soldier, and that you have no fear in executing an order from the
proper source, that neither fear, friendship nor favor will swerve you
for a moment from the path of duty, no matter how painful or perilous
that duty may be. God grant that we may have speedy news to that effect.
and that no matter what quarrels may spring up between the Administratiotl.
and the Senate, that you may speedily return to us with the gratifying fact
that you simply yetxi:i:fxx: firmly obeyed orders in the same style that old
Harney did, when ordered to hang the deserters in Mexico. that is, after they
had been hanging SOrYE time he was asked why they were not cut down;
his answer was ;llthat hi.:: "' ... ..l ......... had "i m .... l v hppn tn "- ...
received
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Letter datelined Fort Leavenworth (no ltate)

to Genl.1. W. Denver
Commieeloner"of Indian Affaira

, W.abington, D. C.

Dear General:

FORT LEAVENWORTH Mo. JAN ZJ (1059)

c ~.

•
;
~.

{

I(
-.I.

•

The "devUll which you chaiued, It. I hopedfor .-thouland yeare, has again
broke loCt'. L 11 'now .talking up and down the land leeina what unfortunate_ politician.
he can deltroy.

The oiber day when order. reached here that the' reawar troop••hauld not
be called out to take the field in Kana••• every body exclaimed. tithe 1<;&nl.1 trouble.

" are ended" &t men congratulated each other on the happy event, but. chanae haa come
.... \' ~ over the Ipirit of their dreama. Order. have juat been received. directing that the
\.. ~. \. ~ troop. can be u.ed in lurpre••ing the horae theivina propenaitiea of the people of
C\' '\ ..~ Southern Kansaa. That the recent trouble. in that part of the Territory haa nothina
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THE WESTERN MAILS

'\)\JyJ.P1/1./

.HIt :!5

K.'1'.

•

DONIPHAN,K.T. Post Office established. March 3,1855 in
Doniphan County. Discontinued August 15,1943.
WABAONSEE,K.T. Post Office established December 29,1855
while in Richardson County. Changed to WABAUNSEE COUNTY
February 11,1859. Discon tinued January 31,1944 .
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TIlE WESTERN MAILS

••,
•
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COUNCIL CITY I KANSAS TERRITORY. Loca ted on the SANTA FE TRAIL in Osage
County.The Post Office was established on April 30,1855 while in Shawnee
County.The name was cnanged to BURLINGAME on January 30,1858. Both
postmarks on the two covers are scarce. SEE opposi te page for content
of the letter of the Council City cover - BLEEDING KANSAS "on the disputed
ground between Freedom & Slavery" .
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TIiE WESTERN MAILS

BLEEDING KANSAS 1858

"Gov Denver / Dear Sir Fort Scott,K.T./ Dec 181858

We are in the midst of the most intense exci tement. Our people are moving out of
town and country in droves.Our merchants are packing up their goods and taking
them to the state[s]. Mrs jUdge Williams is about starting. Dr. Hill & family are
all going.Col Wilson & family and Judge Sam Williams and others also.Our to.. n is no
longer a"city of refuge" to those who desire safety. All business has stopped and
our town at present seems more like a city of the dead than of the living.Jucge Will­
iams [J , Z I ], Gov Ransom, and I rerna ina t our posts hold ing secret counsel for redress
and determining to await the worst fate that may betide. A \lord of preliminary
before I come to the cause of all this. Early this fall Montgomery (Capt.James] and
his men begun to apprehend that they might be indicted.They tried to get up the im­
pression that it was pre-arranged, by pro-slavery officers.You will see the folly
of such a pretense when I tell you that the Grand Jury was S;~l:;:l;j;'~ll·;.

of such a pretense when I tell you that the Grand Jury was selected by Sheriff
Roberts (T.R.] who has since been elected to the Legislature by the free state
party,and that the Jury contained but one pro-slavery man - he being very moderate
and some of the free - state men empannelled being the most zealous in the County
This Grand Jury found several indictments for some of Hontgomery's men - among
others one against "Ben Rice" for the murder of Travis about a claim, a pro-Slavery
man,and two others for assault upon the Wassons with intent to kill. I have learned
that when Montgomery heard this he meditated the hanging of the Grand Jury until he
found out who composed it.At the Linn Co. Court which came off soon after,Montgomery
and some of his men were indictedias were also Hamilton (Charles A.pro-slaver] and
others of the other side politics for the murder on Marias Des Cygnes.*Ihave learned
that Montgomery blamed these indictments on Mr.Mitchell (Col.R.B. J and intended to
hang him if he were responsible for them. Accordingly he stopped at the house of one
of the Grand Jurors and by threats compelled him to violate his oath in disclosing
the secrets of the Grand Jury,after which,with a portion of his men marched on Paris
[K.T.] and searched the records of the Court. Soon after it was reported that he was
fired on in his house by men from Missouri.Whether this was true or whether he did
the firing himself in order to create sympathy I am unable to say. At any rate he for­
thwith commenced the old game of robbing and driving out. Soon the robberies extn­
ded into this county and to within a mile of town. Sheriff Bull (a free-state man
appointed on recommendation of Sheriff Roberts) raised a horse (posse)and came upon
them the next evening at sundown in the timber of the Osage, whence they fired on us
and into which we drove them over a precipice. Night came on and kept us from being
able to track them. We then arranged for a meeting on the Osage to stir up conser-
vative feeling.Learning that Montgomery would be there and no opposition from his
men, I went on into Linn Co on business and to see some of the leading men there. The con­
servative men of the Osage promised to stand by what they call the "Denver Compromise"
and support the action of Grand Juries [this was an appeal to the people of Kansas
Terri tory, made at Fort Scott June 15,1858, to uphold and sustain the law, regardless
of their bias or prejudice and sUPi'ort the Grand Juries]. Meanwhile Capt John Hamil­
ton,one of the Sheriffs (T.R.Roberts] free state Deputies arrested "Ben Rice" and
brought him to town on the charge of being engaged in these recent robberies. There
seems to have been no proof of this last charge,but when once in the hands of the
Sheriff he detained him on a charge of murder. Montgomery and his men made their app­
.~arance at the Osage meeting,and by sympathy for Rice carried the meeting in favor
of such a construction of the "Denver Compromise" (so-called) as would grant them
a release for past offences. The meeting adjourned for a few days for a further con­
sideration of the question - Montgomery and men avouing their intention to liberate
"Rice". I did not get back in time for the second meeting - but Gov Ransom and N'Editor
Jones ably presented the law and order side of the qestion. Capt Montgomery and his
men succeeded in carrying a majority against punishing offences comraitted prior to
the date of the so-called "Compromise" not withstanding those measures of peace



will show this to Gov Bigler [John,of California] and among you impress our condition
upon the President [Buchanan] so as to secure some action in our behalf [Denver was

back in California in 1859]. As I have said, there will be no peace in Kansas rill
these men are dri ven out to return no more or are shot. They must be hunted down by the
soldiers - or if we are to do it ourselves there must be some provision to pay compan­
ies of men to arm them. Then it will do no good to take prisoners unless you give us
martial law to dispose of them summarily,or a Penitentiary in which to confine them.
In our disorganized and penniless condition we cannot build a jail here. We are pover­
ty-striCken by these long wars. - There ~s a N.L. prisoner here, sentenced to 2 y in
the Penitentary. Campbell keeps him like a gentleman at his Hotel & draws pay for his
son as guard - which is all a sham. I begged him to rent a good stone building that is
here for his prisoner - (cheaper than keeping a guard) and then allow the county to
use it also, in view of our general poverty. He refused - because of losing the pay for
his son. If he had complied we could have kept Rice and saved John Little.- Thus much
for the Deputy. The Marshall himself is a quiet clever man, doubtless - but - we need
very efficient men in Kansas. - If we had the right man for Marshall and Deputy,the
Gov.might for the time being regard us all as being under U.S.jurisdiction - being on
Miami & N. Y. Indi an lands, and we might have a vigorous campa ign at Uncle Sam's expense.

- I have been appealing to the fears of some who have not heretofore tried to stop
these forays of Montgomery - and I hope for good results.The idea that Missouri may re­
taliate or that Dr. Little may bring men down upon the Osage for vengence may cause
some men to break with Montgomery now who otherwise would not. -"Old John Brown"
of Ossawattamie memory - Geritt Smith's and Parson Beecher's [Henry Ward] dear friend
- is in the field. His Company was by far the worst of any tha t were here. I am glad to
know that Judge Williams is begining to gain strength.He has been very sick for a long
time. and was,at the time these fellows came down upon us.He tried to go out to stay
their violence but his friends turned him back as being too weak to be on the street. ­
In haste / your friend / Geo.A. Crawford In haste/your friend/ Geo. A, Cra .... ford

P.S. If the Government expects to have law and order in Southern Kansas the Troops will
be obliged to remain in Bourban & Linn at least a year,and the sooner arrangements are
made for it the better. "

·OLD JOHN BROWN •• IS IN THE FIELD"

GEORGE A. CRAWFORD ....as an attorney-at-law in Fort Scott,Kansas.He ....as a"Free State
Democrat"and took an active part in the civil war that ....as "bleeding Kansas".
In January of 1859,at a place called Trading Post,Kansas,Crawford intervie.... ed John
Brown.He protested against the killing and violence caused by Brown's'actions.Bro....n
replied "that it was no pleasure to him,an old man,to be livihg in the saddle, away from
home and family, exposing his life, and if the Free State men of Kansas felt that they
no longer needed him he would be glad to go". Shortly after h'e went to his self-scacri­
fice at Harper's Ferry.
*The "Marais des Cygnes Massacre" [Marsh of the Swans Ri ver] ocurred on May 19,1858,
near the Trading Post,which was a few miles from the river. Hamilton and his band of
"Border Ruffians" captured eleven "Free Staters and lined them up and shot them ex­
ecution style. Five ....ere killed and the others recovered from their wounds.
JOHN BROWN was executed by hanging on December 2, 1859,for seizing the U.S,Arsenal at
Harper's Ferry, .... ith intent to arm the slaves to revolt against their masters.
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"Fort Scott Sunday Kay 2d/58"

TIlE WESTERN MAILS

TERROR ON THE OSAGE
"15 vaggons with goods Yomen & children flying"

"Dear General [Denver]
I arri ved here last eve and as I suppose you may be glad to

know what I have seen - I will write again fearing you will not get the other ­
At West Point were about 40 families driven out by these fellows and yesterday
morning I met about 12 or 15 waggons with goods women & children fl'ying - at the
Post [Trading Post] so called 12 miles from West Point all were leaving - goods
loading into wagons from the store - ordered off by Montgomery & Baines - From
the Osage they have driven off not only the Pro Slavery men but some Free State
Democrats one of whom from Ohio I have seen - They amount to from 100 to 150 men
and are all well armed and mounted - They are sympathisers with the Free State
men remaining home as I found in riding down as I did alone and conversing with
such as I could - These things you may depend upon as facts - I came alone and
sifted all matters down as the roughly as possible - The people here - at Barnes­
vile and in fact the whole Pro Slavery party are frightened to death and the wild­
est reports are circulated - this is done by both sides - the Free soil men to
keep the others frightened - the others from fear - At the place I dined in for
instance they told me Montgomery had 300 men about 4 miles off - that Baines had
300 on the road - that Sam* with 1000 men from Lawrence was on the Osage with two
pieces of Artilery and that Fort Scott was to be shelled on Monday - that I could­
nQt get through and advised me to turn back - This will show you a little of the
exageration used - But there is trouble enough in all conciern - and all planed·
before hand - for just before this out break they sent a man through in uniform
who spread the report all along the road that he was an officer sent to take the
troops all to utah - I fear and think with reason that these persons being
drum[ed) out in this way will cause such excitement in Missouri that reprisals
will beain to be made and then we will be in a d---l of a scrap - I would respect­
fully urge upon you that it would be of arreat service if vou would come down­
Judae Williams is a aood man but very excitable indeed - Gov Ransom and Judge W
both are very anxious to have you come and as this thing is growing so fast and
the authorities if not frightened at least paralised - I think you would do much
good - My predecessor I think was as happy to see me as ever a man was to see a
successor - As for pecuniary matters I think my office at present will be a sim
cash though not a sinecure - H.P.A.Smith- A/ .p_J j? >.,t-

~• .". v7.o/r/.Ic.t.-£t...J

P.S. The troops will not be here before Tuesday night - the rivers are rising &
still raining and it is doubtful if they can cross the Osage - The Dragoons
here have only pistol Carbines - If they had Sharps they would have got the fell­
ous they were after before - I think Mr Winston will step past of them at the
troubled district in Linn County - but they will have no warrents till I come up­
If you come down or send - send me a good revolver - I cant get one here - may need
it. H.P.A.S. -

***************************************
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THE "MISSOURI COONTRY" 1821 - 1854

This was the western part of the Missouri Terri tory that was left over wl)en
the state was formed in 1821. It is also referred to as INDIAN COUNTRY and
remained unorganized until the formation of KANSAS and NEBRASKA Territor­
ies in 1854.
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FORT SCOTT was established on the Marmaton River. a few miles west of the
Missouri line, in what is now Bourbon county Kansas. It played an import-
ant part in the troubled period of the 1850-60's that was "bleeding Kansas".
Abandoned by the mili tary in 1873. The POST OFFICE was established March 3
of 1843 on the site that is now the city of FORT SCOTT.
The folded letter above bears the earliest recorded postmark of "Fort Scott
Mo Oct 7" 1844. It was wri tten from the fort by Lt. Wm. Eustis to his brother ­
"We are still living in our log cabin but have some hope of moving into the
new quarters next month .The work is done entirely by sOldiers". He has his
wife Lizzie with him. Eustis resigned from the 1st Dragoons in 1849 and died
July 4,1889. The original site of the fort had been selected by Capt. Nathan
Boone (son of Daniel Boone) and Col-S.W.Kearny in 1837. It was named for Genl­
Winfield Scott.
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FORT SCOTT K.T.
First handstamp
postmark used
February 3
about 1858.



TIlE WESTERN MAILS
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A '10 OEIIl·.~RALLA"!D AGENT,

'fORT SCQ'l'l', LU'SAll.

GEORGE A. CRAWFORD,

ATTORNEY & COUNSElOR AT LAW

I[AXM8 LJ.!>D AGIlXCY "YD Lll,'D m"IC~.

,
BLEEDING KANSAS 1858

Letter to James W.Denver at Lecompton, Kansas territory, datelined "Fort
Scott,R.T.Apr 22d 1858". Cover postmarked FORT SCOTT PAID. The writer.
Geoorge A.Crawford/was one of the founders of the town of Fort Scott, At
the time of the letter, Fort Scott was said to be a hotbed of Free Staters
and pro-slavery sympathizers.

"GOY Denver, Yesterday some of Jim Denton' 5 gang from the Osage, to
the number of 20, commenced robbing pro-slavery men & national
free-sta te democra ts on the Marmi ton [r i ver] f above town. The
Marshall & 20 men under Capt. Anderson went after them and chased
them into some timber, behind a bluff from whence they fired and
mortally wounded orie soldier, scratched the Capt. with a ball,
killed two horses and hit the Capt. 's horse in three places. The
Capt.sent for 20 more men,with long guns.When they got there,
however, and charged on the ravi ne the scamps had made their escape,
leaving all sorts of plunder which they had been carrying away.We
had hoped they would have all been caught.The affair created great
excitement here. It is said they notified all Pro-slavery men to
leave the Marmiton. - What are we to do? The very old NiCk is in the
people for mischief. The great mass of the settlers are well dis­
posed - but this organized band strikes terror to them ....

Geo.A.Crawford"
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Letter from Mike Delaney, Washington. April 5,1858, to Denver
at Lecompton, Kanfias

franked by Charles E. Mix. Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs

... 1 heard from Chorpenning something that I depm it my duty to tell
you. He says your horses are being knocked up, by being driven by
careless parties over these hard pavements. Jo lends them to Vi
Turner, Bradford L I believe other parties. This is the staterDllnt
of the stable keeper and Chorpenning, and another thing is, that not
one cent has been paid by anyone for their livery since you left•••
I told Chorpenning that 1 would pay hereafter for them until I heard
from you.•. ChDrpenning feels so badly about it, that he says he has a great
mind to take them out, &. sell them for you, and get you another pair
when you return, should you want them••.

C~rpenning has gotten the contract to carry the through mail from
Independence to Sac.City, he is now trying to get a weekly service
between the same points &. 1 think he will succe~d•
.•• Old man Gwin, or uther Mrs. Gwin gives her grand fancy dress ball on
Thursday...
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"EVeryboilY is leaving for Reese River"
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DENVER (Arthur). Brother of the General. Auto­
graph IJ3tter Signed. 6PP" avo, Coloma. calif~ jr~
ornia. september 22. 1863, to James Denver. u-
A lengthY. hne report on california. "--- r,bd

) EVeryboilY is leaving for Reese River. The
stages carry on an average about 6C per day
___ It is said that the Reese River mines
complete
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1 eclipse those of Washoe --- The
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Letter datelined Olathe, Johnson
county, Kansas, May 10, 1858 re
early Kansas politics. ~o Hon.
J. W. Denver, Sec. & Acting
Governor, Lecompton, Kansas.
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Washington
nec 9/60

Letter from Milton S. Latham

Dear Gen.;

When in N. Y. a week ago, Ben H. &: I sent you drfts for 5000$ by Pony
Express lit wrote you what arrangment we had made. The drHs were sent to
Frank Page to be delivered to Hempstead lit expended under his discretion. It
was the very best we could do. --We also took the liberty of writing to BIs father
in San, urging him to send you 5000j; more. --This redeems my word lit I do hope
all will prove well. -~Please write me how the canvass progresses. The Union
is gone, and the 4th March will find Mr. Webster's eloquent conclusion to Haynes
demolition speech realized. It is a sad sight &. my heart bleeds for Our poor
country. I shall stand by the Union to the very last lit I do hope Cal. will remain
firmly with what is left. The idea of a Pacific Republic I don't endorse. We
want a Railroad, Mails, etc. etc. etc. &: we are too much oppressed with debt as
a state to accomplish either. The West &. North will give us these, if we are
loyal & if they don't, it is then time enough for our Sta1cto l...Jk around her.
Fealty to the Union, to the end, is my Platform. Will the State and her Public
Men sustan me. Gwin & Scott (fspecially S. ) are for disunion &: G. S. lit Burch
favor the Pacific Republic idea upon the secession of Southern States. I stand
alone upon this proposition, for once the Slavery question is gone, our commerce,
hopes &. interests are with the West.

Ben will be here tomorrow. --We watch &: wait with deep interest your steps.

Yr friend
Milton S. Latham

Hon J. W. Denver. _

Sacramento,
Cal.
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MATHEW ADAMS,

M [NING LAWYER.
Stale and Federal Courts,

ROOMS 4 l 6 OPERA HOUSE Bu .K
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