THE WESTERN MAILS

"Hanover Thownship Buttler County
Big Miami Near Fort Hamilton March
the 23 1812".

The following letter was written 99 days after the. the great earthquake at New
Madrid on the Mississippi River on December 16,1811 and 87 days belfcre the War:
of 1812 was declared. The Indian "Engagement" was the battle of Tippecanoe on
November 7,1811 - 138 days before the letter. See note below.

"the Earthquakes Down the Missisipa have done Some CDnsiderablne Dammage to
the River and Made the Navagalion Difficult by the Banks falling in and Some
Islands Sunk with a small town called New Madrid — we have had many sha‘kes this
winter but they Did no harm in our parts — the winter was very Co].{.i until about
the first of March but pleasant and warm Since - there was some Disturban[ce]
Betwen the Indians and the White People last fall - they Came to an Engagement
in which the Indians whare beatten and many killed and wounded — there Town
[Prophetstown] taken and A dreat Deal of Corn burnt by the White people o the
Indians blame their prophet [The Prophet,brother of Tecumseh] for the Distur-
bance and have promised to Delliver him up to the whites - there is no appear-

ance of war now but many on the fronters are very much afraid... Peter Lintner"
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The Battle of Tippecanoe has been called the opening battle of the War of 1812,
because it strengthend the alliance of the Indians with England and convinc-

ed the British of the need to inflame the Indians against the Americans. The

day after the battle the army under General Harrison plundered Prophetstown

and applied the torch to the town. v

On December 14,1811,John Bradbury,an English botanist and his exploration party
arrived at New Madrid,Mo.,in a flatboat. He described the settlement as being
"some flimsy houses around a bare plain,and bought supplies in the town's two sha-
bby stores." They were the last visitors to see New Madrid.Shortly after midnight
of Dec.16th,the most devastating earthquake to ever hit mid America,struck the
Mississippi River Valley with a thunderous roar.The convulsions that followed
actually reversed the flow of the river and then poured it back again,destroy-
ing everything in it's path and changing the geographical course of the river.
New Madrid and Little Prairie,30 miles below,were virtually wiped off the face of
the earth.Quakes and tremors continued for almost two years.
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INDIANA TERRITORY
FIRST TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR

Vincennes 19th May 1808

Sir:

The Shawance Imposter* as acquired such an ascendency over
the minds of the Indians that there can be little doubt of their
pursuing any course which he may dictate to them, and that his
views are decidedly hostile to the United States is but too evi-
dent, I had a verg considerable confidence in the Delawares and
Miamis to resist his designs, but a late circumstance has convin-
ed me that altho they may not be converts to his divine mission
they are under the greatest apprehension of his Temporal power,
The Prophet has selected a spot on the upper part of the Wabash
for his future and permanent residence and has engaged a consid-
erable number of Potawatomis Ottawas Chippawas and other northern
Indians to settle there under his auspices. This circumstance so
alarmed the Miamis & Delawares that they resolved to defeat the
measure at any risk and the Chiefs of the latter set out to info-
rm him of their determination. The Prophet would not however
deign them an interview - but dispatched his brother* to meet
them, whose threats or whose persuasions were sufficiant to drive
back the Chiefs with some indications of apprehension and terror.
From the latest information it appears also that the Delawares
were in a state of considerable alarm altho the council of their
Chiefs had but a short time ago directed the warriors to prevent
the Prophet from approaching the Wabash.

I have lately conversed with an intelligent man who ssed

{a few weeE§ anE throﬁgﬁ some of ihe villages of the Potawatom-—
es that are under the Prophets influence ﬁ ays that the are

constantly engaged in what they gegg relgious du,tieai But that
thelr prayers are ways succeded or inte xed wit warlike
sports, shooting w the bow, throwing the Tomhawk or wee g
the war club his combination of Religous and warlike exercise
and the cheoice of weapons of their own manufacture sufficientl
indicates the desifgg of their author,

I most sincerely wish the President would think himself auth-

orized to have him siezed and conveyed to the interior of the
United States until the present appearence of war is removed.

I have the Honor to be with the
greatest respect Sir your
Humble Servant,

Willm, Henry Harrison
Addressed to:
Henry Dearborn
Secretary of war,

Filling note in part "to be shown to the Presdt.

*The Indian known as the Prophet and the brother of Tecumseh
*The famous Indian Chief Tecumseh,



THE WESTERN MAILLS

PRELUDE TO WAR OF 1812

Following the Revolution the British continued
to harass the Americans on our coastline, the open
seas and the Canadian frontier in the area north-
west of the Ohio River.The British engaged and
encouraged the Indians,under the Prophet and his
brother Tecumseh,to wage war on the American
settlers,vwho were moving into the Ohio valley.The
following letters,written by Wm.Henry Harrison
in the years 1808,1809 and 1810 describe the sit-
uation on the Northwest Frontier,which led to the
War of 1812.

The Prophet had established a permanent village
near the confluence of the Tippecanoe and the
Wabash rivers,called Prophet's Town.

TuE FEOTULT.

. ; : "Vincennes 3d May 1809.
Sir The information which I have received since my letter of the 26 ult.

was written,is intirely contradictory to that which I then detailed.The Mr.
Dubois [Touissaint,fur trader] whom Wells [William,Indian agent at Fort Wayne]
speaks of in the letter of which I had the honor to enclose you a copy
arrived here a few days ago from Detroit via Fort Wayne.He is decidedly of
opinion that the Prophet [Laulewasika,brother of Tecumseh] will attack our
settlements.His opinion is formed from a variety of circumstances but prin-
cipally from a communication made to Mr.Lafontain by two chiefs his friends,
the substance of which was that the Prophet and his followers had determin-
ed to commence hostilities as soon as they could be prepared & to "sweepall
the white people from the Wabash and White River" after which they intend to
attack the Miamis. Dubois thinks there is no real misunderstanding between
the Prophet and the Ottawas and Chippewas and that the Squaw who was said to
have been killed by the latter died in reality a natural death and was then
tomhawked and scalped by some of the Prophets party to carry on the deception
and to prevent us from taking the alarm at the force he is collecting and
which he pretends is to protect him against the Chippewas and Ottawas - about
eight days ago he had with him three hundred and fifty warriors well armed
with Rifles and tolerably supplied with ammunition - they have also bows &
arrows war clubs and a kind of spear.I still think he will not dare to attack
us but I am preparing the Militia as well as circumstances and the two compan-
ies which I have ordered out are rapidly improving in discipline being daily
exercised either by the Major who commands them or myself in the evolutions
practised by General Waynes [Anthony] Army.The Prophet cannot keep the number
of men which he now has embodied any length of time - as soon as they disperse
I shall dismiss the two companies which I have mustered agreeably to the in-
structions of Genl.Dearborn by a careful person selected for that purpose. I
have the honor to enclose herewith an extract of my letter on instructions
to the agent at Fort Wayne. Willm Henry Harrison"

The Honble/The Secretary at War"

L i R T

Postmarked at "Vincennes May 3rd" [Indiana Territory ] "Free" in red ink. g
Received May 20,1809.
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PRELUDE TO WAR UNDER THE "INFLUENCE OF THE PROPHET"1810

"Vincennes April 25th 1810

nSir. I have lately received information from sources which leave no room to
doubt it's correctness,that the Shononoe Prophet [Elkswatawa brother of Tecum-
tha] isagainexciting the Indians to Hostilities against the United States. A
Trader who is entirely to be depended on, & who has lately returned from the res-
idence of the Prophet,assures me that he has at least 1000 Souls under his imm-
ediate control, (perhaps 350 or 400 men) principally composed of Kickapoos &
Winebagos,but with considerable number of Potawatimies & Shawanoes & a few
Chippiwas & Ottowas. The friends of the French Traders amongst the Indians
have advised them to separate themselves from the Americans in this towh,lest
they should suffer in the attack,which they meditate against the latter.
I have no doubt that the present hostile disposition of the Prophet & his
has been produced by British influence. It is certain that they have recd a consi-
derable supply of ammunition from that source.They refused to buy that which was
offered them by the Traders alleging that they had as much as they wanted, & when
it was expended thay could get more without paying for it & the formerappeared
the traders to be the fact,from the abundance the Indians seem'd to possess'd.

I have before done myself the honor to describe to you the exposed situation
of this Town & how susceptible it is of surprise by a very small force.The Militia
in the country are so scatter'd that they could not be collected time enough to be
of any service in repelling an attack.There are not more than a full company of
American Militia in the Town,& the French for any military purpose are worth noth-
ing. I think it probable that the British agents in Canada have anticipated
the orders if their government in their endeavours to set the Indians upon us,&
that the first account of a favorable change of disposition towards America in
that government,will induce them to countermand the orders which have been given
to their Indian allies. But in the mean time,the report of the Indians having
meditated hostilities,will do us great injury by retarding the settlement of the
country.We lost several hundred families last spring, in consequence of the host-
ile appearances .And it will probably be eternally the case unless the rescally
Prophet is driven from his present position [ "Prophet's town" on the Wabash] or a
Fort built somewhere on the Wabash,about the upper boundary of the late purchase.
[Fort Harrison,built in October of 1811].1 beg leave to recommend this measure
most earnestly to the President,as one from which the greatest advantages would
arise both to the Boundary & to the United States. Under cover of this Fort
the new purchase above this will settle rapidly &a Militia force be collected on
the Wabash, that would be able to cope with all the Indians in the neighborhood.

The public Arms in my possession are much in want of cleaning.Shall I be auth-
orised to employ a person todo it? I have the Honor to be with great respect

Sir yr Humble Servt

The Honble William Eustis Esg y / " (e /é,; )
Secty of War" Z[ {/_.__’_.___ @ s &t

"'"-n.__—.

DOCKET NOTE

"Vincennes April 25th 1810. Gov.Wm. Henry
Harrison Relative to certain indications
of a Hostile disposition exhibited by a
Party of Indians of Tribes under the in-
fluence of" the Prophet": Suggests the
expedience of Erecting a Fort on the
River Wabash &c &c."

No postmarks,but probably entered the
mails at Vincennes as indicated by "Free"
notation.
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IHE WESTERN MALLS

“Vincennes 11th July 1810

Sir Since I had the honor to write you on the 4th Ist.I have received

a letter from Mr,Johnston [John ] the Indian Agent at Fort Wayne containing
information on the subject of the hostile combination of Indians against
the United States which agrees almost in every particular with that which

I had received at this place conformably to his instructions.I persume

that Mr.Johnston has transmitted to you a duplicate of his communication
to me. I fear however that I shall soon have to announce to you proofs of
the hostility of the Prophet & his followers which will be more convinc-
ing than all that has been hitherto forwarded even if that which I amnow
about to relate should not be so considered. On this day week four
canoes passed the Wea Village [the Wea were a branch of the Miami tribe] of
Terre Haute with four or five men in each of the Prophets followers & were
supposed to be comeing here .A Wea Chief who came down by lané gave me this
information on Satturday. Hearing nothing of them in the course of that day
I dispatched a Lieut.of Militia and eigcht men to see what had become of them
At a settlement about sixteen miles above this - they learned that one cance
only had come down as low as that with four Kickapoos [Indians].That they
had left their canoe there aznd had gone to the meeting of the Shakers [ A
white religious faith,whose preachers had an influence on the Prophet that
led him to quit drinking;that lifted him out of indolence and become one of
the most extraordinary leaders of his race] on Sunday.They returned late in
the evening of that day & proceeded up the Wabash [river] about one half mile
where they left their cance.Cut a hole in her & in the night stole five horses.
Those fellows were all completely armed - had no skins to trade with nor did
they profess to have any other business than a visit to the Shakers.That
they were splies from the larger party.Il have not the least doubt and the
manner 1in which the horses were stolen is the strongest indication of a hos-
tile disposition that they have yet discovered. Far from wishing to disguise
it their canoe paddles & a small fish gig were left on the shore with 1in a
short distance of the place from whence the horses were taken.Four or five
days before other three horses were taken from the same place. The People
in the neighbour-hood from whence the horses were taken are so much alarmed
that they have collected together for their defence. I have forbad their
pursuit of the thieves because I know that it will produce blood shed.Indeed
from the little pains which was taken to conceal the tracts of the horses I
am convinced that pursuit was desired by the Indians & that a larger party
was lying in ambush at some distance. I was informed some considerable time
ago that this was one of the methods they intended to take to bring on the
War i.e.to send parties to steal horses & if they were persued to kill the
persuners. As long however as no Nlood is spilt I have hopes of bringing

the Prophet to reason.But our people will not suffer their property to be
taken & I dailey expect to hear of some Indians being killed in an attempt
to take off horsesnor will this be the most disagreeable circumstance satten-
ding those depredations. I fear that some of the friendly Indians willl suffer
from the crimes of others. Indeed so difficult would it be to distinguish
the Tribes & so little pains will be taken by our people to do it that I have
no other expectation than that of seeing all the Tribes united against us 1n
six months after hostilities shall have commenced.I fear too that the Prophet
or his friends may have discovered this mode of accomplishing his object. I
expect the return of Col Vigo [Francis,a trader ] in a few days & by him some
important information.Captain Posey [ Thomas,appointed governor of Indiana to
succeed Harrison in 1813 ] arrived here on the 5th.He is now commenceing the
block house & lines of pickets which I have recommended him to erect. On
Monday the two companies of Militia were dismissed . I am far from thinking
that there services were no longer necessary but a great proportion of them
being farmers and this the season of harvest they could not remain longer from
home without loseing [a ] great part of their grain. Willm.Henry Harrison"

To the/Honb.William Eustis/ Secretary of War*®
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THE PATRIOT.

TCONCORD, DECEMEER 17, 1811,

INTERESTING REPORT.

The Report of the Committee on For-
eign Relations, puoblished in this day’s
paper, will be read with interes: by the
citizens of New-Hampshire. Itis a man-
ly and currect exposition of onr wrongs,
expressedin langnage forcible and per-

'|spicuous.  Mr. Harrer, from New-
lHampshire, was a member of that Comn--

mittee ; and it is to the honor of that gen-

ptleman that he was one of the number
| who matured so finished an appealto the

good sense and patriotism  of our couatry.

BATTLE ON THE WABASH,
While ervery patriotic American deep-
ly regrets the loss of our brave country-

menin acoentest instigated and set on by |

the emissariesof & treacherous external
[oe—while hie sorrows for the untimely
fate of the ganerous and undaunted 1a-
vIESS, and the no less Lrave UwERns,
Uazx, and lieroic compeers, who died for
the glory of their country—he will re-
joice, that in this battle has been evine-
2t a coslness of conduct and an invieci-
sility of spirit, which must make sur en-
cmies, wherever they may be, tremable at
the idea of contending with freemen,
winse objectis, not the aggrandizcinent
of atyrant, but the security of their own
rights.—The Indians, repasing confidence
mthe divinations and snpernatural pow-
erof their fanatiz leader, as well asin
their saperiority of numbers, and urged
on by the agents of Britain, probably at
tacked with a positive assurance of suc-
cess ; nnd the most sure culculators,
when they considered the situation of the
American army, its paucity of numbers,
its inexperience jn the artof war, and
more especially its entive ignoranceof the
Indian mode of warfare—we say, the
mnst sure might have calculawed the
chunce was more than two toone that the
whole of our troops would buve fallen
victims to Indian ferocity, But there is
a spirit in [reemen, in Americans, as ia-
vincible asitis noble. We have seen it
proved during’the wkage course of our
revoiutionary straggle—and we have
more recently proved it before the walls
of T'ripoli, in the Desaris of Barcla, uad
on the waters of the Wabash, Let the

admirer of Britain exult iathe vaia idea |

that nothing can withstand the valor of
British troops—Iict the Frenchman beast
that there is no nation that can stand be-
fore the merceaaries of a Freuch despot
we glory in the Jmeorican name—we

‘| promdly aver, that a * little band™ of cur

heroes, with similar advantages of expe-
rience and discipline. cannot be conquered
by zi equal number of the mest warlike
nation on earth,

Itisto be lamented that the late ren-
counter on the Wabash is made a subject
for the floutings, the sneers and the mis-
representations of the federal party. On
such an occasion, if we had not already

known thar fuction, we should have ex-|

pected thatall parties would hiave ngree,

THE WESTERN MAILS

But the British faction, determined at all
cvents o complain, ask us, why the A-
merican troops were permitted to be at-
tacked by the Indiacs? What would they
have s2id, had the Amecricans attacked
and barat the Prophet’s town ? They
woulc have told you—** The innocerns na-
tives have been massacred and their
towns firad, to sutinte the rapacity of the
menials of a corrupt administragion :”
they w. 4 Thave drawn frightful pMeur=s
Inf what our froatier inhabitants might
fexpest in retaliation for such a murder-
ous ddeed ; amd they would have searched
tthe annals of warin vaia to find a paral-
jle! for so gross an act. The truth is,
Gov. Harvison had orders not to attack,
<0 long; ns there was a prospect for con-
cilizting the Indians, who had been duped
i toassime a warvlike attitude, without the
tlrast prospect of ultimate success. If
Gov. H. were not prepared to meet an at-
tack, he willbe answerable to the govern-
ment: this peint remains to be investi

gued,  For oarsclved, the manner in
which the Indiuns were received and re-
julsed, is pretty conclusive evidence that
Le wpaz firefiared,

-5 the wariike amd ferocisus Capt.
Dunkam, of ** Washingtonian™ memory —
:*And sahat have we gained? The
| ground, sehich a» Indian never keepx ;
iand the nshes nf the Proplct’s town,
which sone accouniv intimate to have
been fired oyhimself. The loss of fproor
flucn ix more then it is all worth. And
4 dofirmly belicve, that with firoficr pru-
deuce, the same victory might have been
vhtaimed without the logs of & man.” The
rudent Capt. Dunham, had he been
placed in the situation of Gov. Harrison,
o prevent * the loss of ‘poor Baen,” or
from his aversion to the smell of gunfiosy-
der, would probably have retreated te the
other side ul' the Ohip. leaving the whole
frontier a prey to the tomahawk amd
scalping kuile ; for by what other pirge.
dene messure conld he have effccted a
“victory without the loss of a man"?
iIe surely could not have killed Indians
without expesing his own troops to be
’I:iltcd; amd if he bad not in some way
tlefeated them, the ** sume victory,” in
four humnble estimation, would not have
theen won—In his intimation, that the
| Prophet burnt hie owm foson himself,
1 wouid the Captain wish to hide an im-
{poriant fact implicating his good friends
the British ? Dacs be not know that sev-
|eral accounts concurred in proving, nat
oaly that the Americans burnt the town,
iout that in it they found a large guanti-
|ty of newly manwfactured ENGLISH
Jn}‘!u and fizzees 7 **And what have we
gaincd™ by this battie? Nothing, the
(Captain iptimates. Ilave we not con-
vinced thz Indians cf the futility of their
warlike measures? and have we pnot
convinced the Dritish, that their in-
trigacs with the Indianz will be as una-
valliog as their intrigues with European

menarchs? By this  bastle, howcver

dearly won, the Aborigines will be:
tanght to respect and fear Americans, |
whea, ctherwise, they in diffscens tuar-
ters might have been induced :u.suhsli-]
tute the tomahawk for those implgments
of industry with  which they have hu~|
mancly been supplied by our government, |
S —

o |
[eFriciaL,]

EKxtract of a btter from Governor ?.’ur-l
risen 1o the Secretary of Iar, dated |
Tleadgquerterspiear the 'rofilier’s Town
Nov. 8k, 1811
Sin—1 have the honor to inform you,

that the dawn of yesterday terminated an

{sction between the troops under my com- |

fmand and the whole of the Prophet’s

{force. Their precipitate retreat, leaving

ia number of the warriors dead on the

| field, and the subsequent abandenment of

" their town, (which was partially fortificd)

attest lor us a complete and decisive vie-

tory. It has, however, been dearly pur-
chased. A number of brave snd valua-
hle men have fallen victims to  their zeal

[or their country's service. “T'he beliay-

iour of the repulars and militia troops

was such as would have honored vete-
rans. 1 arrived at my present position, |,

(a mile from the town) on the evening of

the 6th instant; a correspondencs un:,l

immediaicly opencd with the Prophbet,)
and there was every appearance of a suc-
cessful -termination of the expedition,
without ULloodshed. Indecd there was
an agrecment for a suspension of hostili-
ties, until a further communication
should take place on the next day.
| Contrary, however, to this engagement,

{ he attacked me at hall past Lour o’clock

' in the morning, so suddenly, that the In-

idians were in the camp before many of

1ihie men could get out of their tents. A

| little confusion for a short time prevuiled,

thut aided by the great excriions of the

(officers, | was soon enabled to form the

men in order. The companies which

j were hard pressed were supported, seve-

j rul successful charges made, and about

day light, the enemy were finally put to

flight.  Our killed and wounded amount
to 179 ; of these 42 are now dead,

I have not been able to ascertain the
| number of Indians in the action, it must
i however, have been considerable,

“I'he principal chicl ef those Potawute-

|gmicsy who have joined the DProphet, is

wannded, srl in our pecetesic®. 1 have
tuken care of him, and shall sepd him
back to kis tribe. At a more leisure
moment 1 shall do myselfl the henor to
transmitl 3 more particular sccount of the
action, and cf our previous moevements,
wnd wm, with the hiphest respeet, sir,
i your humble servam.
WM. HENRY HARRISON,

. W Eustis. See. of Wer.

—
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be adopted by the Constituted Authorities writies, for obtain:
ingaspeedy,ajusgmdmﬂcm.

“In TIMONY WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto
se!t.zr:v hand, and caused the seal of the
United States to be affixed to these pres-
ents. _

DONE at the City of Washington, the nine-
teenth day of June, one mﬂd. eight
hundred and twelve, and of the Indepen-

| dence of the United States the thirty-sixth. ,

= (Signed) JAMES MADISON.

i ke S JAMES MONROE,

Secretary qf State.

i s - . =
} - . - ;

(SEAL.)

.
=
P =
= B e S R -
p—— R —

S g — "-P!'h"_'-'_

s — —— —

st B

BT ASIEAN S ITYSUE G509

SNl T E AN S WM Sadil o s

N AT IAN S ITmEaEE e

R S TE e g



l

Annual Return of Infantry of the g7ecoz/cl | Brigade in the /;';g-y{.zﬂ)ivision of

-

e g’)méd &V JTJ"— /0

f

..? / 472'(’2') éi/}?z.w P A

<
%)

.

N
T
N

0o

5:4"%1&/

R

/

| .
= i

/0

/0

' L

/||

T
v /&/éﬁ”m

/

|

4

. s OFFICERS.
E ;u; Brig. Staff. Field. Regimental Staff. Company. Nou-Commissio
.Eﬂ ~ LI £ .
- oy T - - - -
o . = |® ;|2 — . : . = B = &0 - &%
= - - 0 & : - = . = ® E o . —_ * = =1 .Q i
g S SIEs|EEi S |ElE|2|S|E|21E|l2|El=|2|2|=
= K S IPEldEl e D ElE|2lE ||| 2= |27 |8
Gt Qo < = &l =20 = 53 = = - & = | = = =
) = | s = || = = |1 38] 8 @ | 3 LD g | @
S . &0 [ — I Rl ) - - ’ g -] = ‘ - C—
. - .- by | - - a 7 /7 i) ' - b o B Py
S Z &z B |- 5 ® | @ |lg | =
|
= == '} e & .

3
Ld | |/
I | e

VA

/ | 4

/4

43

L3 5‘-

I

I

\

i~y

| 5 s _.j‘!?g!.ﬁ'z/ S

g ‘/F
7171

Norz '—Returns of every Brigade must be made, without fail, to the Maj
rent Year, the last best Return of such Regiment must be inserted in

the Regimental Returns must be noted in those of t
Majors must report to their Brigadiers all delinguencies in mak
Brigadier-General, and countersigned by the Brigade-Major.—

*
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or-Generals, and to the Adjutant-General, inthe
the Brigade Return, and the cause thereof noted a

he Brigades.—It is to be understood that there can be no impossibil
ing Regimental Returns immediately after July, and th
The Returns of the Cavalry and Artillery must be subj
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nonth of July annually.—And if from any absolute impessibility, the Return of a Regiment cannot be obtained for the cur-
the bottom.—The Brigadc Returns must comprehend every Regiment within each Brigade respeetively ; and all Remarks in
y of obtaining the Regimental Returns while there is any officer in such Regiment capable of command. The Brigade
'Brigadiers are desired to order immediate Returns to be made, under penalty of arrest—This Return must be signed by the

cted to the same Rules,
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o BY HIS HONOR

A GEORGE STRACEY SMYTH, Esquire,
Presipent of His Majesty's Council
~  and Commander in Chief of the Pro-
(L.S.) vince of New-Brunswick, Major-Gen,

in His Majesty’s service, &c. &c. &c. !
G. S. SMYTH. | . -
A PROCLAMATION.

HEREAS the Government of the United States
of America, by an Act of Congress on the 18th
day of Juxt last, has declared War against the United”
Kingdom of Great-Pritain and Ireland—And Whereas
every species of predatory warfarc carricd on against
defenceless Inhabitants, living on the shores,aud on those
parts of the Territories of the United States, contiguous
to this Province; will greatly distress Individuals, with-
out answering any good purpose. I have thercfore
thought proper, by and with the advice of His MaJyes-
1Y's Council, to order and direct all His MajesTy's
Subjects, under my Government, to abstain from mo-
lesting the Inhabitants living on the shores, and on‘those
parts of the Territories of the United States, contiguous
" to this'Province; and on no account to molest the goods
or unarmed Coasting or Iishing Vessels belonging to
the defenceless Inhabitants upon the Frontiers, so long
as they shall abstain on their parts from any acts of
hostility and molestation towards the Inbabitants of this
Province, and of the Province of Nova-Scotia, who are
in a similar situation. It is therefore my wish and de-
sire, that the Subjects of the United States, living on
the Frontiers, may pursue in peace their usual and ac-
customed trade and occupations, without molestation,
so long as they shall act in a similar way towards the
Frontier Inhabitarts of this Province and of the Pro-
vince of Nova-Scotia.

And I do hereby order and command all His Ma-
sesTyY’s Subjects, within my jurisdiction to govern
themselves accordingly, until further orders.

Given under my Hand and Seal at Fredericton, the
tenth day of July; in the Year of our Lord One
}'}wumnd Ez%ht Hundred and Twelve, and in the

second Year of His Majesty Reign.
ﬂy_By His Hora'{ﬂ.’s Conuﬂn,
JON. ODELL.
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Liverpool, 4th August, 1812.

Pl pcrze Ko £

Tk American Declaration of War was received here on the 31st ult., and the next morning an
order was received for the detention of all American vessels. On the 3d instant, however, our Collector received fresh instrue-
tions, directinz him to tuke off the embargo from all vessels having British Licences: most of the vessels in this port had se-
cured Licences, and they are now proceeding in taking in their cargoes. They must, in conformity with the terms of the
Licences, clear out on or before the 15th instant, after which period our direct intercourse with America will cease for the
present.  We heard from an intelligent correspondent in London, that Licences continued to be granted on Saturday, though
Government had the Declaration of War on 'Wednesday: if it is true, and they continue to grant them, every American vessel
in our ports will be able to get away. Parliament was prorogued the day after the Declaration of War was received, and the
following is the passage of the Speech relating to America:—

“ His Reyal Highness hus commanded us to assure you, that he views with most sincere regret the hostile measures which
liave been recently adopted by the Government of the United States of America towards this country. His Royal Highness is
nevertheless willing to hope that the accustomed relations of peace and amity between the two countries may yet be restored ;
but if his expectations in this respect should be disappointed by the conduct of the Government of the United States, or by
their perseverance in any unwarrantable pretensions, he will most fully rely on the support of every class of his Majesty’s sub-
Jjeets, in a contest in which the honour of his Majesty’s crown and the best interests of his domizions must be iavolved.”

This, and the other measures of our Government, evince a spirit of forbearance, from which we are led to expect the
best effects, now that the revocation of the Orders in Council has reduced the complaints contained in the President’s late
Message to Congress to one, namely—the impressment of American seamen; which, though a most difficult and important
subject, will nct, we hope and believe, prevent an amicable arrangement. We annex a copy of the Order in Council directing
the embargo, and that all American vessels on the high seas shall be detained and brought into port.

Intelligence of some American frigates having fired into his Majesty's frigate Belvidere, preceded the receipt of the De-
clarution of War, but did not ¢nuse much sensation in our market: the latter news has produced us much, or more, perhaps,
than the situation of the two countries warrants, especially when it is considered, that the general impression here is, that the
differences will be settied.

American produce generally has advanced. Sales have been made chiefly to speculators; of Pot Ashes at 50s, Pearls at
52s; prime Quercitron Bark at 48s ; soft Turpentine at 24s per ewt; of Tar at 32s per barrel; Pine Timber at 3s 2d per foot.
Cotton, Sea Island 1s 10d a 2s 4d, New Orleans 1s 24d a 1s 5d, Uplands Is 2d a 1s 4d, Tennessee 1s2d a 1s 3d.
bas advanced 1d a 1d per 1b.
there is likely to be much variation in prices until it is known what cffects the revocation of the Orders in Council is likely to
Liave in America. There are about thirty American vessels here, half to two-thirds of whose cargoes will consist of salt, coals
and crates, as the manufacturers are not now disposed to ship.

Peace between Great Britain, Russia and Sweden, was sigued at Orebro on the 18th ult. No battle has yet taken place
Letween the Russians and French.

Tobacco
Several holders are not desirous of selling, unless at a further advance: but we do not think

The wet weather continues ; and the prices of Wheat, Flour and Rice, remain without alteration.
We are, respectfully,

Your friends and servants,

HUGHES & DUNCAN.



THE WESTERN MAILS

AMERICA DECLARES WAR ON GREAT BRITIAN
JUNE 19,1812

At the Court at Carlton House, 31st July, 1812; present his Royal Highness the Prince Regent,

in Council ;

IT is this day ordered, by his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name and on behalf of his Majesty, and by and
with the advice of his Majesty’s Privy Council, that no ships or vessels belonging to any of his Majesty’s subjects be permitted
to enter and clear out for any of the ports within the territories of the United States of America, until further order: and his
Royal Highness is further pleased, in the pame and on the behalf of his Majesty, and by and with the advice aforesaid, to order,
that a general embargo or stop be made of all ships and vessels whatsoever, belonging to the citizens of the United States of
America, now within, or which shall hereafter come into any of the ports, harbours, or roads, within any part of his M ~~ =~
dominions, together with all persons and effects on board all such ships and vessels; and that the commanders of his }
ship. of war and privateers do detain and bring into port all ships and vessels belonging to the citizens of United | S
America, or bearing the flag of the said United States, except such as may be furnished with British licences, which vesseis ...':'
allowed to proceed according to the tenor of the said licences; but that the utmost care be taken for the preservation of all and
every part of the cargoes on board any of the said ships or vessels, so that no damage or embezzlement whatever be sustained;
and the commanders of his Majesty’s ships of war and privateers are hereby instructed to detain and bring into port every such
ship and vessel accordingly, except such as are above excepted : and the Right Hon. the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s
Treasury, the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and Lord Warden of the Cinque ports, are to give the necessary direc-

tions herein as to them may respectivly appertain.
CHETWYND.

/ ﬂ/@
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Although the United States declared war on June 19th it was not
received in Liverpool,England until July 31st,This printed letter,
under date of August 4th to commercial clients in the U.S., didnot
arrive at NEW HAVEN Ct until Sep.l9. Here it was rated as a SHIP
letter at 14% cents and forwarded to Providence.R.I, where it
arrived on October 3rd. The date that it sailed from Liverpool in

a commercial packet is unknown,



Vi O e e

e = A A.,»,. 7 I, T
mfﬂﬂ.yz’néw A v /z’w,,’“,zz&, 2 .H/L% P e
/z{.@,”f . fﬂa-ft—‘——yw/.ﬁg >k !—MM/L.:._.

.:wéu-..w‘p /ff.w k——-—-—7(4’-’~’ ‘-2"‘""'-".".-" //Jhﬁr/ﬁh_ A.._
5_/_7‘__ /iu:_q-.-r.- .""a---—--—-q/f Mmi‘_‘_&m Z Zfﬁ =

£ 4‘%-%251—-4_#:-_#_-3.‘ ‘,’(—"Uf/’ z”
4,4*/ _,.4:,,,,,__;.,__9,,/;,,5 sz//; A A,_%CM_H?/MM

m/‘,&m*_b{rk.hﬁ_% i ;
- - Ldat—

N

-

T T et
Wﬁ’?w/%f}b&i}zr://J ;/%JM




BATTLE OF FORT MELIGS BY A BRITISH SOLDIER

"Amherstburgh 17th May 1813

...0n the 24th of April our Troops &c : Commanded by General Proctor left this
place on an expedition to the Miamis where they arrived safe without molestation
at the old Bristish Fort [Miami ] - The Yankee fort [Meigs] being about 1% miles
above,on the opposite side of the River [Maumee ], by the 30th we had all our Guns
up and Batteries fixt at a distance of B00 yards and the cannonading commenced
from our different batteries which consist of Two 24 Pounders,Two 12 Pod. Two
6 Pod.one 8 Inch Howitzer - one 5% inch Mortor and a Battery called the Sailers
of one 12 Pod.At ten o Clock in the morning of the 1st May our Batteries opend on
their Fort and an incessant fire was kept up all that day.We expected great effect
from our Guns. we were disappointed,the Enemy had thrown up an Empardment [ embank-
ment of earth ] which in a great Measure sheltered them from our fire,and there
was a number of Traverses [SEE Fort diagram on opposite page] within their Fort.
The Enemy fired occasionally at us without doing any injury - We the whole of the
next day kept up a continual fire,but the Enemy was very sparing of their shot.The
Indians taking Hogs - Oxen - Horses &c from under the very Guns of their Fort and
bring them over to our side in great quantity - some hund. Hogs and not less I
believe than one Hundred Bullock and near as many horses - The day before this the
mails from Sandusky was intercepted by the Indians and taken and by this it was
discovered that a reinforcement was coming consisting of thirteen hundred men
from St.Marys in Boats. This intelligence one would have thought was enough to
make us keep a good look out,but this was not so well attended to as I could have
wished,and on the 5th May intelligence was brought to our Encampment (which by
the by is 1% [miles] from the Batteries)that the Enemy were landing. Orders were
immediately given for our Army to march forward for the protection of the Battery
and when they arrived at them found them in possession of the Enemy, after some-
time the Enemy were driven out and in about three hours from the timeof their land-
ing they surrendered[ SEE General Harrison's letter from Fort Meigs under date
of May 5,1813 in this collection].It is with regret that I state that a dread-
full slaughter commenced on the arrival of the Prisoners at the encampment, the
Indians could not be repressed.One of our men was shot in the act of saving the
Prisoners - by great exertion we succeeded in sending 467 away on boats &c to
Sandusky on their Parole of Honor not to serve against Great Britain during the
war unless regularly exchanged.Major [Captain Peter L] Chambers went over to
them with a Flag of Truce ,was blindfolded and led into the Garrison [Fort Meigs]]
where he saw General Harrison and effected a exchange of Prisoners and was treated
very politely by him. I had almost forgot to tell that we had troops and Batteries
on both sides of the River & when the action commenced at our Batteries they made a
Sortie from the Fort so powerfull in numbers that they soon got possession of it
and took Lieut.McIntyre & Hails with 33 men but the Indians soon came up - retook
the Battery and drove them back again with great slaughter (our officers & men
were exchanged) so that out of the army of thirteen hundred men only 467 are saved
so that there is 993 who died by the Tomahawk &c - But after all this great achiev-
ment we were not able to the fort from the Enemy on acct of their having fortified
themselves in so strong a manner,therefore the General[Proctor ] thought proper
ment we were not able to get the fort from the Enemy on acct of their having fort-
ified themselves in so strong a manner,therefore the Generla [Proctor] thought
proper to return without accomplishing it.I think we are in no danger here from
them, as they are well watched and affraid to come out of their hold.We have dis-
agreeable news from your Quarter but trust not so bad as represented? My dear
girl keep up your spirits.God is all sufficient and I sincerely hope he will be
pleased to protect us and give us power to drive the Enemys from our Country. Our
loss has not been so great as might be expected in such a conflict - 14 of the
41st [Br.Regiment ] killed 47 wounded & Captain of Militia Bondy killed and one or
two wounded & from 16 tol8 killed & wounded .Iam happy to tell you McKee is recov-
ering very fast and hope in the course of a week he will be able togoup to
Detroit where all the Indian Department are ordered to proceed as soon as possi-
ble.This is the place fixt for their Dept. Commodore Grant is no more he died at
Gross Point and was brought over to Sandwich to be buried.....Poor Deck Boothe was
killed by the Americans.Scalped and cut up by the Americans in a most inhuman
manner hardly to be paralled by Indians. Major Chambers will hand this to you ..

: Jon Sparkman"
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Folded letter carried by Major Chambers to Mrs.Sparkman
in Queenston, Canada.

When Major Chambers went to General Harrison under a flag of truce was under orders
from General Proctor to demand the surrender of Fort Meigs,which,of course, was

refused by Harrison.

Major Chambers also demanded the surrender of Fort Meigs - that General Proctor

wanted to avoid further bloodshed - that he has with him a 1large force of Indians.

Of course,Harrison refused to surrender under any terms.The veiled threat of

a large force of uncontrolled Indians had been used against General Hull at Detroit

and Harrison was not going to expose his garrison to another massacre like the one

at the River Raisin in January.

The captured Kentuckians were marched to Fort Miami,where they were forced to run
the "gauntlet" between rows of Potawatomi Indians,who beat them with tomahawks,
war clubs and rifles,killing many.As mentioned in the letter,a British regular
from the 41st,tried tocall a holt,but was shot through the heart and the slaugh-
ter was on.Only appearance of the Shawnee war chief TECUMSEH ,who stops the act-
ion,prevents it from becoming a general massacre.Many of the prisoners were
taken into captivity by the Indians and some were made members of the tribes..
SEE Henry Clay letter regarding prisoners of war taken by Indians,under date of
December 26,1815,in this collection.
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WAR OF 1812

Head Quarters,Camp Meigs
S5th May,1813

Sir; I am sorry to inform you of another disaster to the Kentucky troops,
not indeed bearing any comparison to that of the River Raisen in point of
killed and wounded,but exceeding it as to the number of prisoners.l had the
honor to inform you in my letter of the 28th Inst.that the British Troops
destined to beseige this place was then in view.On the succeeding night they
broke ground upon the hights opposite & on the following morning our Batter-
ies opened upon them and continued a partial firing through out that and the
following day.On the first of May the Enemy returned it from two gun & one
mortor Battery and on the 2nd from a third gun Battery.On the night of the
3d they pased a unit of their troops to this side of the River & opened an-
other gun & mortar Battery within two hundred & fifty yards of our lines -
they were soon however driven from that position & obliged to take one at a
more respectful distance - On the 1lst 2d & 3d Inst the fore was most inces-
sent and tremendous 5% & 8% Inch shells with 24 Ball fell in showers on
our Camp and would have produced the most unfortunate effect but from the
great pains & labour which had been bestowed in the erection of Traverses
which in a great degree shielded our Camp from the former.For the latter
there was no preventitive but that of taking the Batteries - about 12 oclock
last night an officer arrived in a boat from Genl.Clay[Green] to inform me of
his approach & that he would reach this place in about 2 Hours - I immediately
determined upon a general Sally & sent an officer to Genl.Clay directing him
to land Eight hundred men some Short distance above,to attack & carry the
batteries - spike the cannon and distroy the artillery - the Genl.was unfor-
tunately delayed longer than he expected,in passing the Rapids and the detac-
ment destined to make the attack did not reach the landing until near nine
Oclock, this however did not prevent them from making the attempt and never
was any thing more completely successful - the four Batteries were immediat-
ely taken possession of & their defenders driven off & the cannon spiked.
Here the work of our men was done - But that confidence which always attends
Militia when Successful proved their action altho there was time sufficiant
to return to the boats before a reinfocement arrived.....They remained upon
the ground in spite of the repeated calls which we made accros the River to
bring them back,to their boats & they suffered themselves to be amused and
drawn into the woods by some faint Skirmeshing whilst the British Troops &
an immence body of I ndians were brout up - A severe action then took place
- The British immedeately intercepted the retreat of our men to the plain
near the river where they would have been under cover of our cannon but about
one hundred & fifty only out of nearly Eight hundred effectived their escape
to the boats,where the ballance of Genl.Clays force made its appearance &
attempted to land above the Garrison,their flank was attacked by a large body
of Indians. I immediately ordered out a Detachment consisting of part of the
19th U.S.Regt. - about one hundred twelve months volunteers & some Militia.
They however succeded in driving the enemy entirly off Pursuant to the plan
which I had formed - an attack was then made upon the Batteries on this side
of the River conducted by Col Miller of the 19th Regt.,with part of his Regt -
the aforesaid volunteers & a few Militia. This attack was also completely
successful - the Enemy were driven from their works a number killed and two
British officers & forty one privates brought into camp - This attack was
intended to be simultaneous with that on the other side and it was nearly so.
Not withstanding the severeloss we have sustained in the Kentucky Militia,
the events of the day have been honorable to the American army - The Detach-
ment under Col Miller[Lieut.Col.James] suffered very little,and had themilitia
been contented with what they were ordered to do with executing - every object
which I had contemplated would have been accomplished. I have only time to
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add that I am confident of my ability to defend this place until the expected
large reinforcements arrive,and that I am with great respect
Sir yr.Hb.Serv/Willm Henry Harrison

You will pardon the inaccuracy of this when I inform you that I write in
midst [of] a thousand interruptions.I will endevour to transmite a more
detailed account in a day or two - if the fort is not again [attacked] by

Indians who I beleive at this moment all retired - I have reason to beleive
that the guns of the enemy were very imperfectly spiked.
Honl.John Armstrong Esqg/Sect of War." No address sheget or postmarks.

EXEXEXTEEX AT R A AT RAET R AR AT

A very important letter in which General William Henry Harrison describes
the defeat of the Kentucky troops at the battle for Fort Meigs.The British
with a large force of Indians had set up gun batteries across the Maumee
River opposite the fort.On the 30th of April the fort began to fire on the
British works and the battle was on.Genl.Harrison gives a good description
of how 500 of the Kentuckians were captured and 150 or more killed and/or
massacred by the Indians.Although the fort was not taken,it was a blow to
the Americans,almost as bad as the massacre at the Raisin River,which had
become the battle cry of the Kentuckians - "Remember the River Raisin"!
The British troops were commanded by Maj.Genl.Henry Procter who later on
was defeated by Harrison at the battle of the Thames - October 5,1813.
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On Aug.l16,1812,Genl.Wm.Hull had surrendered Detroit to British forces under
Genl.Sir Isaac Brock.Although Genl.Henry Procter had defeated Harrison at
Fort Meigs on the first week in May,1813.,and taking 500 prisoners,he failed
to take the fort.With Perry's victory on Lake Erie the U.S.was now in command
of the lakes and President Madison ordered Harrison to form a sizeable force
and invade Canada.On Sept.23rd the British abandoned Fort Malden at Amherstburg
and Detroit on the 27th.The above letter was written from Sandwich,across the
river from Detroit,where it was placed in the mails as per postmark "Detroit
31 Sep.l1813".Harrison sent Col.McArthur with a force to occupy Detroit and
continued up the Thames River in pursult of Procter's regulars and Indians

under the renowned war chief Tecumseh,On Oct.5th he caught up with them three
miles below Moravian Town and by sunset the British were in retreat and the
Indians defeated.SEE MAP.Tecumseh was killed during the battle,but there is no
corrborated evidence as to just what happened to him.The Indians carried his
body off during the night never to be seen agalin. In Harrison's report of the
the battle he never mentioned Tecumseh, probably because he never knew what
had happened to him.This letter is probably the only time that Harrison men-
tions Tecumseh by name in regards to the battle.The battle of the Thames
ended the war on the Canadian border in the northwest.
*Previous to the surrender of Detroit,Hull had ordered the abandonment of Fort
Dearborn at Chicago.At the time a large group of hostile Potawatomi Indians
had gathered near the fort.In order to get the Indians to give the garrison of
soldiers,women and children safe conduct,all the property was distributed to
the Indians except for ammumition and liguor.On the morning of Aug.16,1812
the garrison under Captain Nathan Heald marched out and about 2 miles from
the fort they were attacked by 400 Potawatomi Indians.After a short fight
Heald surrendered to the Indians after the Potawatomi chief,Black Bird, had
promised to spare the lives of the survivors,which amounted to about half of
of the garrison.Most of the prisoners later escaped or were ransomed,although
not withstanding their promises several men were tomahawked by the Indians.
*Main Poc was a Potawatomi chief second only to Tecumseh in rank among the
Indians.Although Main Poc was with Tecumseh,near Detroit,at the time of the
Fort Dearborn disaster,it was his influence that brought it on.



WAR OF 1812
Part of a letter by Gen Wm, Hull to Elisha Whittlesey ( Private Sec'y
to Gen. Wm., Henry Harrison).

===had rec'd no information War having been declared and on the
1st of July had no idea that War was declared, I received the inform=
ation on the 2nd of July- I do not know precisely when it was received ax X
at Malden, but it was some days before I received it= It is known that
Capt. Chapin was at Malden, the day before, his vessel was chartered
at the Miami, that he knew that war was deslared= If s0, being an Amer=-
ican he ought to be punished, instead of being paid= I have however
no positive evidence, only circumstantial=-
=== war, and he could not (have) been there, without (being) informed
of it= that he refused to keep (?) the west shore, although, I advised
or directed him to do it,
If you desire it, I will give m¥y affidavit, of the contract, with
these circumstances- I am, with respect, your Most Obed. Servt
Wm, Hull
Elisha Whittlesey, Esq.
answer -

Note: Gen, Hull led attack from Detroit into Canada but was outmaneuvered
by the British & surrendered, 1812, Court marshalled & convicted of
cowardice, sentenced to be shot, but spared because of his Revolutionary

War record., . — — y-







THE WESTERN MAILS

WAR OF 1812 ON THE CANADIAN NORTHWEST FRONTIER

Heac¢ Quarters Sandwitch
(Upper Canada) 30th Sept.1813

Sir The enemy having broken down the bridges over several unfordable
creeks between Amhursburgh and this place I was unable to reach it-until
yesterday - Genl.Procter [Henry] had the night before left his encampment
eight miles above pursuing the road on the margin of the Lake to the Thames.
Having so much the start of me & having striped the country of Horses which
prevented me from procuring a sufficiency to mount even the General officers
it was impossible to pursue him further with any hopes of success until we
could be joined by Col Johnsons[Richard M.,commanding 1000 mounted Kentucky
Infantry],Regiment of mounted infantry which was on its way from Fort Meigs
& which had the night before encamped at Brownstown.The Col.arrived this
day at Detroit & his Regt.is now crossing over as our boats are illy cal-
culated to carry horses it is attended with much difficulty.I hope however
that they will be all over early in the morning when we shall again take

up the line of march.Genl.Procter has with him four hundred & seventy five
Regulars of the 41[st ]and Newfoundland Regiments,sixty of the 10th Regiment
of veterans - forty five Dragoons and from six hundred to a thousand Indians.
Some deserters that left him the night before last give the latter as the
number,the citizens of Detroit suppose the former to be correct.If he makes
the contemplated stand on the river Trench he will be able to add several
hundred Militia to his force.My great apprehension however arrises from a
belief that he will make attack.The Potowatmies & a Banditti of Winebagoes

A S P and other Northwestern Indians are on the River Rouge, they
remain in the vicinity of Detroit until the arrival of the Army at this
place and continue to plunder the inhabitants to the last moment; indeed
but for our oppertune arrival,it is more then probable that there would
have been a general massacre of the Inhanitants and burning of their houses.
The Ottowas and Chippewas have withdrawn from them [British] and have sent
in three of their Warriors to beg for peace.Promising to agree to any terms
that I shall prescribe.I have agreed to receive them upon condition of their
giving hostages for their fidelity and immediately joining us with all their
Warriors.The Wyandots,Miamis and the band of Delawares which had joined the
the enemy,are also desiros to be received upon the same terms.I shall enter
into no engagement with them upon the subject of their lands but refer the
whole to the decision of the President,the propriety of receiving the Indians
in the manner here proposed,appears to me to be so obvious as to reguire no
illustration. It was recommended to me by all the unanimous voice of all the
General officers and by the urgent entreaties of the Citizens of Detroit, whose
safety cannot be ascertained without it - Two thousand men placed at Detroit
could not protect the scattered settlements from the deprecations of the
hostile Indians.The gleanings of the farms and the corn fields would afford their
support for months. I think it necessary however that some example should be
made and every motive of justice and policy points out the Potawatimies as
the Tribe,which ought to be selected for the purpose;They are the most guilty -
and the most able on any further occasion to give trouble to the U.States. The
celebrated Chief Mair Pock is at the head of the hostile band on the Detroit side
of the Straight. Tecumseh leads that which remains with the British. The inhab-
itants of Detroit who were in daily communication with them,make the former
from one thousand to twelve hundred - their object im dividing their force
was to make a night attack upon the part of the army which crossed over to
Detroit or that which remained on this side by a junction of their force
some miles above. A detatchment of the army and some of the vessels of
War will set out for the reduction of Maccinac[Fort Mackinac] and St Josephs
in a few days,the occupancy of Chicago must be left for another season¥*;the
Militia have already become restless and desirous of returning home. They



THE WESTERN MAILS

! / ;
- ,-i/éa:b imﬁa AMM
- s
%  [bhper ChwaBa ) 36T LA~/8/D
e A8

. - 4223 gauitjy 14£L#T;L§ é;duittg_¢1271‘PAP jﬁﬁi ‘4;4&99

svrer  sewen al teoforatable Coeoks beldueen Bk “’“j/‘z'
g O izz!' /élm jﬂr&v J.’M-Ldfd 2o react A .:'M:ﬁ-é f%

3 R #.?’L'-I-E. J"t.ﬂ.-‘]'l 1;uil-
W— v F i

J ] ""'1 f F e
A "’qu.. Clanensldry b te
- ?—-__.__-_

——

LKE_Zfﬁﬂ’J;% _/g):g'jf’ ﬁb.hﬁuz,jhmﬁLat

L: = ks IIL

o = o - f/r {..-': Y E e - ..:’ |
{:f::& = d,}g;.-- .:}.d g..é?‘,g@__‘ ‘._'Lg;‘?..fﬂg;'éz,;;*- ¢ LAy %
: sl P74

will go however with cheerfulness as long as there is prospects of overtaking
the enemy,but no human influence will keep them longer.I shall have, after
thelr departure and that of the 12 months Volunteers,about twenty five

hundred regulars;these will be sufficient for the reduction of Maccinac

and for the safety of the Country,but until the Indians are more comple-

tely under our control,I do not think it would be proper to make any

Detachment to reinforce the army below.

Honble/John Armstrong Esq. I have the hcnor to be with great
Secy.of War respect,Sir your Humbl.Servt.

[Signed] Willm Henry Harrison"
kT AT A AT A AT A TR AT A A AT A btk ek ko

Folded letter above entered the mails,as per postmark,
“Detroit 31 Sep.l1l813" and was rated "Free" on "Public
Service/from Genl.Harrison/John Chambers aid cde Camp".
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BATTLE OF THE THAMES
"Head Quarters/Buffaloe.N.Y.

L : ) Oct.24th 1813.
Sir, I have this moment landed at this place,from onboard of the Schooner

Ariel which is one of seven vessels,with which I left Detroit,having on-
board the greater part of McArthur's Brigade and the detachment of the U.
States Rifle Regiment under Col Smith.The other vessels are all I believe
in sight and will be up in a short time. The aggregate number of Troops
with me,is about thirteen hundred but not more than one thousand fit for
duty. Before this reaches you,you will no doubt be informed of the loss
of your messenger Capt Brown,with the dispatches that were entrusted with
him. Not having received your directions and being entirely ignorant of the
State of our military operations in this quarter I was much at a loss to
know how to proceed.- but believing that Genl.Cass[Lewis] with his Brigade
would be able to secure Detroit and our adjacent congquests,after having
concluded an Armistice with the greater part of the Hostile Tribes,I con-
cluded that I could not do better than to move down the lake with the rem-
aining part of the Troops. A part of McArthur's [Duncan] brigade is still
at the Bass Islands where they were left for the want of the means of con-
veyance - and a considerable portion of their baggage was also left from
same cause. Means have however been taken to collect and bring them on.

I shall move down the Troops immediately to Fort George where I shall await
your orders unless an opportunity should previously occur of striking at
the enemy. The information I have received here of the situation and move-
ments of the enemy on the Head of Lake Ontario is vague and contradictory.
I propose to send off my Adjutant General Col.Gaines[Edmund Pendleton], to
see you in the morning,if his state of health will allow it.Presuming that
my official dispatches from Detroit via Washington must have reached you,I
scarcely need add that on the 5th Instant,I was fortunate enough to over-
take Genl.Proctor and after a short action to capture upwards of six hundred
of his regulars and to defeate his Indian force. I have the honor to
be with great respect/Sir your Humb.Servt/Willm Henry Harrison

P.S.I have promised the bearer that you will reward him in proportion to the
exertion he makes to deliver you this.It is now 2 Oclock P.M. W H H

Honble John Armstrong Esqg."
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Folded letter above entered themails,as per post-
mark,at Lawrenceburgh,Indiana Territory on July
26,1814.It was rated "Free" and forwarded to Wash-

ington,D.C.SEE below and opposite page for letter.

" Greenville [Ohio ] July 25,1814

Sir, Information has reached us within the last three days from Detroit
which convinces us that the situation of that Country is critical - The
facts upon which this opinion is founded we have not now time to detail and
they will probably reach you in a less gquestionable shape from Detroit suff-
ice it to say it is there beleived that the British will make an attempt
upon that Post during the absence of the Troops.Such an attempt if made

would probably succeed,as the force which remains there is merely nominal.
It has had the effect of alarming the Country,of encouraging the disaffected
on the Canada side,and of breaking up many of the settlements in the vicinity
of Detroit. Its effect among the Indians is already perceptible. In this
situation we have deemed it expedient for General Cass [Lewis,Gov.of Michigan
Territory ] to leave here immediately for that Country and to take with him
such of the warriors: of the friendly Indians as feel disposed to accompany
and can be immediately equipt.We have promised them Sixty cents pr.day for
each man and horse and one Dollar per day for each Chief in the proportion
of one to every Twenty Warriors - we trust the government will ratify this
agreement. It will be the cheapest force of this discription that can be em-
ployed. The residue will remain here agreeable to the disposition we
have made and of which we have had the honor to advise you.

The Honble/John Armstrong/ Signed:Willm Henry Harrison
Secy of War/Washington. Lew Cass"
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BATTLE OF FORT ERIE 1814 b
Sarput:;-l Tozer writes from Fort Erie the day after the attack by the ;e
British.: "Head quarters fort Erie August 16th 1814..... giving 'iﬁ'f
you an account of the battle that was faught here yesterday morning 7

- the enemy attackted our fort on both wings - they attacked our fort
without flints in their guns to take us by the point of the bayonet -
the enemy entered one bastion of the fort with about three hundred :’9""
men which instantly blew up and they were killed and made prisoners ¥
our loss was small when compared with the enemy - our loss was about

twenty killed and wounded while the enemy lost about eight hundred

or a thousand men killed and prisoners...... -

o
*k k% Rk kktFETE TR A XA T T AR AT AT AT A A A bk ok ok 4

NOTE.The British begand to fire on the fort with six cannon on the 13th
and the 14th.At 2 AMon the 15th the attack began as Tozer states - with
bayonets and without flints in their guns.One of the attacking parties,
led by Col.Hercules Scott, was repulsed by the accidental explosion of a
powder magazine,n which he was killed along with many of his men. The
British loss was 57 killed, 307 wounded and 538 captured or missing. The

Americans lost 17 killed, 56 wounded and 11 missing,plus 9 killed and 36 * e
wounded during the preliminary bombardment. g
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BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE SEPTEMBER 10,1813.

"Mouth of Portage River
18th Sept 1813"

"Dear Mother, In consequence of the late serious conflict of our vessels
on the lake,we have been longer delayed in embarking than was expected
but If the winds abate,before tomorrow evening our whole force will be
afloat,nearly all the regulars embarked this morning for an Islanc 8 or
ten miles off. For ten days past I have been...indisposed [but]...for-
tunate to be speedily recovering....,,Our victory upon the lake was so
complete (the capturing of the whole British navy on this lake, two small
vessels of no consequence excepted) that the greatest obstacle,in accomp-
lishing the object of the operations of this army,is now removed. I con-
templated upon our being in possession of Malden & Detroit in the course
of five days - which done I believe it is the Gen[erals] intentionafter
providing for the retaking of Machinaw,to move down the Lake and coopertate
with the northern army. Our Troops,Regulars & Volunteers,in high spirits
are anxiously awaiting the moment when they will be permitted to measure
their strength & skill with the enemies - which I trust is close at hand.

...Col Croghan [George] is on board the fleet.The Lawrence,our best
vessel,contended with the whole of the British fleet & sustained their
fire till all but 9 of her men were killed or wounded,when she was aband-
oned by the Commodor [Oliver H.Perry]; wvho was getting on board the Niagara
renewed the attack and in a short time made the two,much shatterd ships
and the rest strike. The action lasted 3 hours & 40 minutes.The enemys
vessels carried nine more cannon than ours and a considerably larger number
of men.I know not the number killed & wounded on either side,but twas very
great on both.Admiral Barclay[Robert H.,commanded British fleet] is mort-
ally wounded [he survived];the second in command had his hand shot off and
some Lieutenants were killed on the enemy side - on ours,except some unid-
entified men,only one Lieut of Marines. The B.[ritish] officers,made
prisoners,left here today for Chilocothe - while with us every kindness and
attention were lavished upon them.There yet remains about 300 seamen &
Marines to be sent off tomOrrow........ John O"Fallon."

I A2
:TﬁJ%Z;Z;A,) ﬁfﬁpﬁjgrzﬁbff@fdhaag)
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John O'Fallon entered the army as an Ensign in the 1st Infantry Sept.Z28,1812.
Thence to 1st Lt.Aug.15,1813.He resigned as a Captain of the 2nd rifles on
July 31,1818.Previously he had campaigned against the Indians in 1811 under
Gen.Wm.Henry Harrison. . O'Fallon was a cousin to George Croghan and his
second wife was the sister of George Rogers and William Clark.In 1818 he went to
St.Louis becoming a merchant and fur trader associating with Robert Campbell
anc the firm of Smith,Sublette & Jackson.Died at St.Louis December 17,1865.
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The situation at 2:45 P. M.

The battle began at 11 AM and ended at 4PMon Sept.10
1813, with the surrender of the British fleet. The
diagram shows the line of battle - the British in
red and the U.S.fleet in yellow.It also shows the
transfer of Commodore Perry from the wreck of the
Flag Ship Lawrence to the Niagara.

Folded letter above dated at "Mouth of Portage River/18th Sept 1813
describes the Battle of Lake Erie on Sept.10th,1813 by Lt.John
O'Fallon. It entered the mail,as per postmark,at "Sandusky [Ohic]
Sept 19 [1813] and was rated "Z0" cents.
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THE WESTERN MAILS
BATTLE OF CHIPPEWA JULY 5,1814

To Cagitin o orcrtrm P os. commander of the privale armed
Lot otk

INSTRUCTIONS
TOR THE PRIVATE ARMED VESSELS OF THE UNITED STATES.

1. THE tenor of your commission under the act of Congress, entitled % An act concerning letters of marque,
prizes, and prize goods,” a copy ol which is hereto annexed, will be kept constantly in your view. The high seas,
referred to in your commission, you will understand, generally, to extend to low water mark; but with the ex-
ception of the space within one league, or three miles, from the shore of countries at peace both with Great
Britain and with the United States. You may nevertheless execute your commission within that distance of the
shor:dut‘n M:.Iinn at war with Great Britain, and eyen on the waters within the jurisdiction of such nation, if per-
mitted so to do.

2. You are to pay the strictest regard to the rights of neutral powers, and the usages of civilized nations; and
in all your proceedings towards neutrul vessels, you are to give them as littie molestation or interruption as will
consist with the right of ascertaining their neutral character, and of detaining and bringing them in for regular
adjudication, in the proper cases. You are particularly to avoid even the appearance of using force or seduction,
with a view to deprive such vesscls of their crews, or of their passengers, otherthan persons in the military service

«af the enemy.

3. Towards enemy vessels and their crews, you are to proceed, in exercising the rights of war, with all the

; justice and humanity which characterize the nation of which you are members.

4. The master and one or more of the principal persons belonging to captured vessels, are to be sent, as soon

~.after the capture as may be, to the judge or judges of the proper court in the United States, to be examined upon

-oath, touching the interest or property of the captured vessel and her lading : and at the same time are to be deli-
vered to the judge or judges, all passes, charter parties, bills of lading, invoices, letters and other documents and
writings found en board ; the said papers to be proved by the affidavit of the commander of the capturing vessel, or
-some other person present at the capture, to be produced as they were received, without fraud, addition, subduction

-or embezzlement.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

ARMED PRIVATEERS - WAR OF 1812

Printed instructions for the private armed "Boat" called the "Madison" by
vCommand of the President of the United States of America” ,signed by "Jdas
Monroe, Secretary of State".Also approved and signed in pr1nt_:. by "H.CLAY,
Speaker of the House of Representatives;WM.H.CRAWFDRD.Pre-31dent of the
Senate" and by the President of the United States, "J}_\MES MADISON".

The largest and most successful of the Gloucester privateers was the MADISON,
of 28 tons She carried 28 men,and in one short cruise took a ship.of 490 tons
and a brig of 300 tons,both with valuable cargos. They paid out in prize money
about 900 dollars per share to the crew.SEE also,the court decree made out

for the capture of the British Brig. ANNES in this collection.

To Captain SZ) d“wn-.- y'fﬁ—rv commtmda‘ of the privale armed
Srpeit called the JZ’@M/% =t

INSTRUCTIONS
'TOR THE PRIVATE ARMED VESSELS OF THE UNITED STATES.

1. THE tenor of your commission under the act of Congress, entitled ¢ An act.concerning letters of marque,
prizes, and prize goods,” a copy ol which is hereto annexed, will be kept constantly in your view. The high seas,
referred to in your commission, you will understand, generally, to extend to low water mark; but with the ex-
ception of the space within one leaguc, or three miles, from the shore of countrics at peace both with Great
Britain and with the United States. You may ncvertheless execute youy commission within that distance of the
shore of a nation at war with Great Dritain, and even on the waters within the jurisdiction of such nation, if per- St
mitted so to do.

2. You are to pay the strictest regard to the rights of neutral powers, and the usages of civilized nations; and
«in all your proceedings towards neutrul vessels, you are to give them as little molestation or interruption as will
consist with the.right of ascertaining their neutral character, and of detaining and bringing them in for regular
adjudication, in the proper cases. You are particularly to avoid even the appearance of using force or seduction,
with a-view to deprive such vessels of their crews, or of their passengers, other-than persons in the military service

-of the enemy.
3. Towards enemy vessels and their crews, you are to proceed, in exercising the rights of war, with all the

justice and humanity which characterize the nation of which you are members.
4. The master and one or more of the principal persons belonging to captured vessels, are to be sent, as soon
“.after the capture as may be, to the judge or judges of the proper court in the United States, to be examined upon
-oath, touching the interest or property of the captured vessel and her lading: and at the same time are to be deli-
vered to the judge or judges, all passes, charter parties, bills of lading, invoices, letters and other documents and
writings found en board ; the said papers to be proved by the affidavit of the commander of the capturing vessel, or
-some other person present at the capture, to be produced as they were received, without fraud, addition, subduction

-or embezzlement.

/_)?, /&’1;1 }1:&--‘}10{-7/1’-.’1( (/-h-!u./c.uf Y Z/;;-‘ /[,.”, (- A AL _,{_i.“./;_ :
s ’ f /
.p 'AJJ;T#’ICC{) .-
- " 3 - 3 gﬁ:{)-
/g/M#'} ){(‘:"H‘A‘r ry Jy e éJ

[ &

&



. - ::_'?

/7/11(/14{ ‘34“_1{;1 Z
~ < < A AR 7
LS /(/LT._!J __J i‘.ﬁf.ff-fr(cf/ﬁ ‘

/ /.. . 2 -

; % - g s

CAE a i’/c‘cut(., {:-'./}(J recl Cj""""'_("

A‘?{;{ -~ “,?j‘,.l,[t‘_,,b u-zi'f’f;"::; d_,“{/.,. 2',/“. Fed //c‘?f.fa:"-ijﬁ,fhﬁ-ﬁff

.E'_R‘r'.ff;-f;'f Cre 4 ;’,?Zaﬁ défyf"fg‘/awl' anel Mm_wm é,

-

/2

-
-

7

L 2 ' .

o ——
’t*—f‘i'iy lcerr vl (-ruc{m?’fam?[ reA

. -

/u:z.'c"t’,x Cerr el Vi i r'rqrt/) .:l"q.-rcu.fdc.:( 5 TR Nu:-.rt.éf Rk {1{}‘_-‘”":
£

/ /

=
= . i 7 .
ﬁfd’tit &S X c’c‘r(lct.u;_ {'ln.’J!-:fe‘: ﬂ/ /EL,(.-

/ ;'; g ebard da‘,‘:znf)f
- & oy Ao /4 . ' / ; / / -
X CEriacer c%-r; /EJ/; ,g&‘j.f ] o, (A‘f" 7;::& = %w_" .
. » F = - ' .;—- P (
- | e I ety e T

-

- - -/ "4 I 4 / ! - "
o s (xekikde a//.;/-!’: arck ol ?ffu'#ue_fu-rc_ il e ;(?and-'d'

= Een f/::rg,;.., e /J‘ déerale  cormmreol C%Afm% — D Verrel

7,

._ 2 i ' . S
) 3 ﬁadcdrm- ——— 2t r ﬁ&/ﬂ;)’ﬂ_

_of ) - .
ey Rty Cardde s rde Pl e e

P,

P4 _ D . -
Ziﬁ‘m = Y A i (._a./.a fise o ‘.?oirr-ﬂf ﬂf”aé" 7

The 3 p S ' 5
”f-”"f‘“ % a CosrrntdIiior P ot &#“?- 7‘/ }’,n’?u .:.,,‘1‘ ?‘:’%}"!«Jcli -
o /a(ﬁffr. [i’c‘r LY »axrs fd ;{r fﬂ“ f.-{:_ l-"-r-t-c.{ i ‘{{M’{,M- : ﬂwm‘d i
] - / !
&

[&.{Iff{u Ef‘;"'t..f:-r.l:‘,.u. = % m.r; /qf-nt.&f( {-}7"’5'_-‘ aas ﬁr&’f;f?'/’f/é ‘fé
- 7

i / 7 - :
" ﬁ _.ﬁp o d E f:fd“‘;ﬁ = _.r.f’ u " - ‘/

“i-nd‘_".’ N













Letter from Env, Hawkins, Chazy, N.¥, Dec.10,1813

= = Tnvolved in a British raid Nov,3 = British landed at the wharf &
demanded Public property but found nothing but a batteaux -

- Now a mean cowardly act - Gen, Fasset sent Capt. Wadams with 15 or 20
men to annoy the British flotilla= took shelter a little back of my house=
fired at the enemy but did no damage = British responded with a 24 pounder=

endangering ‘family =~ asked the Capt. to leave = but he Took me in custody =

E
:
§
:




=

BATTLE OF NIAGARA.

= Chazy {N.¥.) Decmbr 10, 1813.
Dear Brother:

War is a toppic much in vogue at the present time in every part of
our Country Another campaign being now ended and the Din of arms having cesed
for this winter. Time is given for all serious perfons to Reflect as to the
policy and Rightoussnefs of the present war. Yet there is one thing certain
whether we approve or Disapyrove in this frontier part we have to bear a heavy
portion of the curses privations and Dangers that follow in its train - - -
Knowing that you are ever willing to hear from one that is more than a friend
I will detail to you a Day or two when myself and family were in a very unpleas-
ant situation. On the 2nd of Nowvm at evening an express came from the lines
brot intilegance that four British Rowgallies were entering our waters and also
that a land forces of twelve hundred had enetered Champlain (about Seven Miles
Distance this Gave the Troops Stationed here which consisted of about three
hundred Vermont Miltia 200 from this State and 100 Riflemen in all 600 Commanded
by the Noble Cenl Fasset from Vermt) reason to exfpect an attack and they ware
on the alert throughout the night but by the Daylight the next morning they had
pofative inteligince that they the land force had Recrofsed the lines which
Calmed the full grown fears of our brave Commander and added threfold vigour to
his Courage that Day Viz November 3rd - from the occursnces of it will long be
Remembered by me and mine, the morning was Serene and pleasant. Nothing seemed
to threaten or Disturb our Domestic cuiet. But Aurora's blushings promasis
proved falatious after Daylight made objects at a Distance visible I perceved
the Rowgallies {above mentioned) ware approaching our landing but they having

F freecuintly been in our waters before and not offered any perfonally abuse to
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any individual we Did not feel alarmed the british landed at the wharf about
100 Rods south Demanded the Public property found Nothing but one batteaux

which they Claimd the best Right and Slowly moovd towards the north and now a
mean Cowardly tragical farce was acted that was acted that enough to fill an
Angel with disdan contempt an horror General Fasset sent a Captan Wadams

(a fellow whofe Soul was Cast in tha mold with his own) with about 15 or twenty
men to anoy the british flotilla with their Small arms and this foolish son of
folly and Cowardis took Shelter behind a Rise of land but a little back of my
houge and from 25 or thirty Rods from the Lake Shore at which time the british
flotilla was at least 100 to 150 Rods from the Shore at this time the Renowned
Capt with his sturdy warriors fired at the enemy but Did no dammage except
wounding some smsall fruit trees standing near my house and endangering the

life of my boy who was Directly in the Course where they fired the boy fled

to the house for Safety but the thundering of the British 24 pounder convinced
us that our old house was but a Poor Shelter to Stand the test of ball Canister
Langreen Shot —— Figure to yourself my Situation Your sister Sick in Childbed
the fourth day after Delivery of a Still born Child in my house a Soldier
immovable Sick and myself with three Small Children and the enemy belisving it
to be a guard house ware evidently fireing at the house I immediately gave
directions for my family to Repair tc the barn and take Shelter behind a haymow
and taking the youngist in my arms the rest followed except the Soldier when
passing from the house to the barn we ware between two fireings and the Shot
from the Cannon Struck the ground on all sides of us and almost beclouding us
with dust the Roar of the Cannon and the Shrieks of my Children and the Actual
Danger that surounded us raised feelings to pitch far above Discription. But

by the Providence of Him who Directs the vivid lightnings we escaped the Horrid
Scene unhurt ———-— I Recuested the Capt to leave his Situation (not in Supliant
terms but as an injured Freeman) that my family might not be thus exsposed which
S0 enraged the Son of Mars that he ordered a file of his brutal Soldiers to take
me in Custady which gave my family another Source of trouble but he soon thought
fit to release me about this time the enemy Ceased fireing after Dischargeing
two on the South and two on the side of my house and some of their grape pafed
within a few feet of it -- and Several balls and shot and two canisters one of
them within a few feet of my barn have since been plicked up hy my Children -—
Brother well may you think it a privilege to live at a Distance from the seat of
war and the Neibourhood of armies Sheep, poultry, bees, sauce and other person-
al property are taken by them and your only Reward is abuse and insult Many
things more might be noticed but I must finish my epistle on the same subject
——— gbout the first of this month the British went past to Cumberling head in
sight of our army with five Rowgallies and burnt a public store but did not much
Damage and returned unmolested. 1in the evening when they past the Village they
gave a Salute over the houses which so frightened my family that the smallest
left thelr beds naked and Steerd for the barn unbidden but ware soon followed

by the oldest with their Clothes and placed themselves the second time behind
the haymow for safety - by this time the Sick Soldier bore their Company and had
the satisfaction of hearing one of their balls not far Distant pafs in Rapid
Strides through the air till it met his mother earth which gave a check to his
Rapid Strides through the elementary world. they did no other damage by this
time I think your eyes must ach for my hand Does in writeing So I am more than
I ever was your affetionate Brother

Env Hawkins
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