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THE WESTERN MAIIS

. .

SPANISH TEXAS 1807

BAHIA (now Gol iad, Texas) to Bexar (now San Antonio). The finest reported
example of an intact letter by Jos Ogante,commander at La Bahia,to Gover­
nor Don Antonio Cordero of Coahuila under date of August 11,1807 .The letter
is on official business as per manuscript notation URI.Serv." (Royal Serv­
ice) .

In 1521.when Mexico fell to the "sword & cross" of Hernando Cortez,Texas as
well as California,Arizona & New Mexico,became part of the vast Spanish
Colonial Empire in the Americas.This all ended in 1821 when Mexico gained
its independnce.because the King of Spain was more interested in gOld and
converting the natives to catholicism then developing the country.
Fifteen years later Texas became a republic by defeating Santa Anna at the
battle of San Jacinto on April 21,1836 and with the annexation of Texas by
the United in 1845, it lead directly to the Mexican War in 1846. To this day
Mexico has never officially recognized the Republic of Texas.
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REMEMBER THE ALAMO!

•Colonel James Morgan describes the massacre at the Alamo as told to him by
the only surviving male - a negro knmm as Joe/and the heroic deaths of
William Travis,Jim Bowie and the renowned Davy Crockett. Written abouc
one month after the fall of the Alamo and nineteen day before the battle of
San Jacinto.

"New washington 2d April

"New Washington 2d April 1836
My Dear Doctor

I have not failed to write you by every oppt. that has offered
since my return to Texas,but have never reed.but one letter from you - that,
the other day dated 8th December. Since r last wrote, ,about 20th Feby.,
we have had high times here. St. Anna at the tail of a consirable force, some 4
or 5 thousand men visited the Alamo - a kind of fortification at Bexar contain­
ing within a wall of some 7 or 8 feet high - 4 or 5 acres of ground & requireing at
least 500 mem to defend it.Travis [William B. ],with only 150 effective men,
sustained the siege for some 2 or 3 weeks under a constant Bombardment & was,
finally, when wore down by fatigue taken, rather by surprise;on the morning of
Sunday 6th 6f-l-J..t..h..HlaE- March - The Mex.[ icans] was actually scaling the walls
before discovered - being only 2 men in the Alamo awake at the time - The senti­
nels, inside, probably asleep - Yet,the men were soon aroused from their slum­
bers & fought like tigers to the last - dealing death & distruction in every
direction until all were finally kil 'd. I have the particulars from the only
male surviver - a black servo of Travis,who fought by his masters side until he
fell. Bowie [Jim], poor fellow was in bed sick - He got out the bed when the
Mexicans got in the house & fought with his pistols & knife to the last - dispat­
ching many of the yellow skins before they dispatched him. Poor Davy Crocket
"went ahead" among them in great style.Tis said he kept a lane clean before him
for a long time - No man could have acted with more bravery than he did. He is
known to have kil'd 25 Mexicans prepitcry to the Storm! I regret that I have not
time to give you all the particulars of the affair as related by Jo [Travis'
Negro slave known only as Joe] - But having much to say on other SUbjects will
cut that matter short. Since the affair of the Alamo, the whole Country has been
aroused ,and all able to bear arms have turned out, except those who have, &
are running of f - More, I am sorry to say, was anticipa ted wou [ ld] leave. But
there are many stout hearts left who are determined to die to the last ditch,
rather then surrender the country - We are all ,who do stand up ,determined on
selling our lives dearly, if we do have to fight, rather than be driven out & are
making our arrangements accordingly - I sent my vessel, the Kay.off to N.Orleans
for supplies & not leave any chance of escape that way. I fear nothing,ho....ever,
believing our cause too Just a one to fail. I need not tell you how acceptable a
little aid fromN.Yorkwou[ld] be just now - partiularly incoming to~

through the channel of our asso[ciates].We want means - Munitions of war-~
- heavy ordinance - Muskets, & bayonets - powder - provisions - Bombshells­
Howitzers &c &c &c. If a small vessel could be charted & sent to me at Galveston
Island with the above articles I need not say how acceptable it woud.be;& the
effect it woud. have in favor of the N. h'. A. [See below] But, Dr. , we are
neither Greeks nor Poles, therefore, cannot inlcit the sympathys of Americans
I fear! Without aid from any quarter we shall come out - I have no fear for the
worth of the Struggle - But,help will be acceptable - The sooner it comes the
better - Mexico must go down & Texas will be free - determenation by all engaged
in this War,as soon as our forces are sUfficient,to carry it to the walls of
Mexico & then dictate terms to ..... St.A.[Santa Anna]. The volunteers cannot
be restrained once they get a going and all who join our standards seem rejoiced
in the prospect. If some of the leading [news] papers in the U.S. will only come
out,openly, & in courage the project, thousands - Ney tens of thousands would
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flock in immediately. Volunteers are to be re .....arded, wi th land, for their serv­
ices and the same pay of the troops in the U.States - -7""-------...,.
I had sent of f part of my men to the Navy, & in tended to have gone I roysel f , ..... i th
another squad soon after, ..... hen the Cabinet sent an express for me to meet them
at HarrisburgThe members would hear to my leaving Galveston Bay - Aplace of more
importance now ~n Texas - I had to yeild to their importunity, to take Charge of
that post/with a commission in the Army as Colonel; & ordered to repair their
with all the volunteer aid I could get, & fortify it at once - Indeed,they off­
ered to clothe me with plenary powerslto fortify, & furnish, & act at discretion
as my judgement will direct. I cannot but feel flattered with the very great
confidence placed in me by the Cabinet; but it is taking a responcibility upon
myself I did not aspire to. I can assure you. But, as my man is bound to serve his
country in any & in every way his services can be most useful - I dare not hold
back. Galveston is indeed a place of importance - paticularly to a certain

_ Well fort i f ied & ....ell protected we shall be safe at N. W. [New y,'ashington"j
I have all my business well arragnged here & being hene at home ,all the time,
at adileghtfull sistuation - healthy &c .You will at once see the importance of
my la te appointment to the N. W. A. * I am a "lobby member '0 a t the Conven t ion dur ing
its whole Session - Went there to effect four important objects - as well as some
unimportant ones - 1st To released from duties unjustly demanded of me on my
arrival in December. 2d' ly to prevail on the Convention to have Galveston Island
Fortified - 3d'ly to have a finger in the pye about appointing president &c.
4th.ly to have a contractor appointed for the troops at the Island - And 5th.ly
last not least to have the seat of Govt. fixed at N. Washington! How far I succee­
ded you can judge - The Committee to ..hom my Act was referred, for a release of
duties, reported "that the Act of the Council levying a-du-try-eFl duties on import
& Tonnags was "null & void" & that the S[ ai]d J Morgan [the ",'ri ter] be relei ved
from all duties demanded of him - as well as all others - and all Moneys [held] by
Collectors, under that decree of the Council be refunded - "Which report was con­
cie'd in by the Convention - By which I send totheN.W.A.[NewWashingtonAssoc­
iation] some 3 or 4 thousand dollars! - Galveston Island is ordered to be fort­
ified - Dr. Patrick who is in my employ, is appointed Contractor & will have to
remain at N.W. The seat of Govt. would have been atN.\'/.but I had no accomodations
for the Cabinet & others who wished - But it was fixed at Harrisburg,
wi thin 20 mi les of me! All the Cabinet are now di sposed to move to N. W. a t once; &
nothing but want of houses keeps it away - So much for these matters - Whether I
had any hand in the appointment of Pres[ iden]T & Vice P. and whether it was my wish
.... ish,or to my interest ,to have D.G.Burnett[David,first president of Texas] my
friend & near neighbor Pres[ iden]t - & Gov. Zavala vice [Pres. ] - and whether these
appointments was not the best that could have been made for Texas I leave you to
guess at - (being a good yankee).*
Now, my dear Doctor,having been placed in a very variable situation under Govt.
and a very important one - And desirous of making Galveston show out,a little,
r want your aid in ·procuring some smart fellow to help me along. I believe I stand
fair enough with the Cabinet to get any clever fellow an appointment under Govt.

whom I may recommend - Engineer - drill officer - soldier - artificer &c &c. are
greatly wanted - But above all,Doctor,try & send me out a small band of Musicians
- if only 6 or 8. The band might be easily picked up in N. York, I shd. think among
the laboring class - Mechanics & that will be employed here at once - And I shd.
think wod.come .... illingly,& pay their passage to get here - But if 6 or 8 good
Musicians can be had on reasonable terms for 12 mos. - Their passage may be paid
out in any vessel coming here - provided it does not exceed $20 each - If a vessel
shd. be sent stores &c for Texas they cld be out in that ...[missing ords caused
by cutting out Morgan's signature on opposit side of page] One or two
good bands woud.be employed immediately - One must be had for G.Island & I shall
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rely on your sendin':;j a small one, at least,out. I wish that John hao come out <.l~

expected, he eDuct. have s tepd. in to a si tua tian, a t once, through my i of 1 uenee.
Any persons you send out,please be cautious how you speak: of them,unless well
known to you - Stanly, whom you gave a le£ter to for Fisher has turned out a diEE.
man from what you thought him.The affair at has ruined his reputation,
llhich, by and by, he don I t seem to care much about. His men caused him to be expeled
from the Company and he has found much difficulty to get noticed at all. I have
helped him out a little - He has recd. the Commission of Capt.& is now under my
command & out on duty.He will be at the Island with me.The men who came out with
him - the volunteers he inlisted in N.York,have joined the Army - but createc
such a prejudice age in]st him that he ..as not retained .. ith Houston[Genl. Sam]
at Head Qrs - but sent back to Hsburg [Harrisburg] on some trifling errand ­
mearly to get clear of him. I am fearful I shall have to send hIm off - He offered
to volunteer as a pr i va te in the Army, but not reed. ! There is some unpleasan t
reports in circulation in regards him. I am thus particular, because, Col. Fisher
(William S.] excited himself much to serve him in consequence of yr letter - F.
however has not much influence in this country. The Texas flag,which i send a
design of,you \>"ill see - Tis rather unique.Gov. Zavala's suggestion to the
convention causedthis Flag to be adopted. Regret that I have not a copy of the
Constitution adoptedtoforwardtoN.Y.withthis-It isnotinprintyet.I am
thinking you could find many Poles & other forigners that woud.be willing to
come out from N. York here just at this time- Those who have seen service - Come
out as emigrants - \ve want COlonists .... you know! Physicians for th~Army &
elsewher.: might do well - We have had some hard characters of that class here ­
But, in case some few gepteel young men,well educated.& of good st;;;,nding in
their profession shd come out their services might soon be brought into [recog-
ni tion]. Since wri t i ng the foregoing I have heard tha t Col. Fanning [James Fann in],
who was ordered to blo...· up the fort a t Gal iad & join Genl. Hous ton had been a t tack­
ed & cut off not without making a grand fight however.(See Lavison letter,On t;he
Road to San Jacin to ,'in thi s collection JMaj or Ward (Wi 11 i am - later Lt. Col. , was
killed in the GOliad massacre Mar. 27,1836 - six days before this letter was
'W'r i t ten J, had been sen t au t before \'Ii th 150 men ..... "
Apparently this is the end of the letter as James Morgan's signature has been
neatly cut out.

************************************

JAMES MORGAN, 1786-1866. The wri ter of this letter, wen t to Texas in 1830
and opened a mercantile business. In 1835 he laid out the town of New
Washington and organized the New Washington Association.Morgan was very
influential in the affairs of the republic and state of Texas.In 1836 he
became commandant of Galveston Island with the rank of Colonel. Under his
direction the Island was fortified .He supplied merchandise for the army
and his ships were often used by the Texan Navy, such as the KAY which is
mentioned in the letter. Santa Anna burned New Washington on April 20,1836,
the day before the battle of San Jacinto.Later, he built a home on the site
of New Washington I where he died on MarchI, 1866.

*The doctor, to whom the letter is directed ,was Dr. Ashbel Smi th, the surgeon
General and Secretary of State to the Republic of Texas
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The Plaza at San Antonio de
Bexar as it looked during
the Mexican period .1822/36.
Note the Post Office on left
and the church. as center­
piece,as always in Catholic
Mexico .
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Map above shows the El Camino
Real (Royal Road) ,From the
Sabine River to the Rio Grande
on the west, thence south to
Mexico City.This southern por­
ticn of Texas is where most of
the action took place during the
Texas revolution. Most of the
American settlers entered Texas
from Na tchi taches, Loui siana,
crossing the Sabine on a single
ferry ,down the E1 Camino Real.
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MEXICAN TEXAS 1829

NACOGDOCHES, Cover originated at NACOGDCHES on June 8th - no year,
but about 1828/30. Addressed to Captain Candido de Arcos,comman­
dent of the Soldiers of the second regiment stationed in Bexar,now
San Antonio."3 Reales paid on June 8th, corresponding to the post­
age from Nacogdoches. "The ini tials a t top have not been determi ned,
but may refer to official service or business? No date available on
the establishment of the post office,but it could have been during
the Spanish period.





Forwarded by
WJLLlAM BRYAN,
Ge'7t1 A$·t fol' t'exd'.

THE WESTERN MAILS

In 1820 Moses Austin received the authority from
the Spanish government to settle three hundred
families in Texas. He died soon after but his son
Stephen assumed the task and by 1831 had
brought in fifty six hundred Anglo-Americans.
In 1824 the Mexicans adopted a constitution

which denied trial by jury and religious freedom. It was inevitable that a civil rights problem would strain
Texas-Mexican relations. As Texas grew it wanted to be separated from Coahuila to which it was joined in a
political union giving Mexicans control of Texas affairs. Conventions were held In 1832·33 and Stephen
Austin went to Mexico City (0 present his plea for civil rights. He was imprisoned for over two years which
increased the tension between province and national government which brought on the revolution.

The letter shown above originated and is postmarked at "Pleasant Grove,
Goo/March 12, 1836.~ It was sent "Free~ under the frankif'f privilege by
postmasler James Harper Starr via Fort Jessup, Louisiana At New Orleans it
was delivered to William Bryan, the agent for the Texan post office, who then
forwarded it to Texas as indicated by his handstamp. The writer states that
he and several others arc t{cltin~ready to leave forTexas and wants the Mplan

of the route~ as well as "all information on the subject of traveling which you think we need. He then
adds "PS-We have nQticed in the papers some ojthe lare proceedings oj the Mexican Government.
Some are much jrightened & think Texas will be crushed in the conjlict and the 'rebels treated as
pirates' - I guess no( "Both brothers played important roles in the history ofTexas. Franklin died of
fever, while leading an expedition against the Indians,onJuly7, 1837. James served as secretary ofthe
treasury and later as a land commissioner. On the outbreak oflhe Civil War he foUowed Texas out of
the Union and in 1863 became the Confederate agent for the postal service west of the Mississippi
River. He died on July 25, 1890.
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ON THE ROAD TO SAN JACINTO
On March 6, 1836, the Alamo at San Antonio de Bexar was overwhelmed and its garrison massacred by
Santa Anna Thus was born the battle-cry MRemember the Alamc~ that was to cnd in victory in the
screaming and gunfire at San Jacinto. On March 20th Col. James Fannin with an arroyof400 was forced to
surrender to GenL Jose Francisco Urrea at Goliad with the provision that they would all be freed on parole
to the U.S. Santa Anna countermanded the order and on March 27th (Palm Sunday) they were marched
out of Goliad and executed with the exception of60 who were either spared or escaped in the gunfire and
confusion. In the meantime Sam Houston, with about BOO men, had arrived at Grose's plantation on the
Brazos River and set up headquarters. By this time there was no postal service in Texas. Santa Anna had
marched to Harrisburg but was too late to capture the Texas government which had fled. He then burned
the town and moved on to New Washington where once again he applied the torch. TheTexans had burned
San Felipe de Austin to keep it out of the hands of the Mexicans. On April 13th Houston left Grose's
plantation for Harrisburg and the plain of San Jacinto. At 4:30 P.M. on April 21st, in a "vengeful slaughter,"
the Texans defeated and captured Santa Anna and his army of 1250 men. The battle lasted less than twenty
minutes with only the loss ofnine men killed and twenty six wounded. The Mexicans lost over 600 killed and
all who survived were captured.

The folded letter shown was written byAllen Lavison, from ~HeadquartersBrazos opisete Groses/April
6th 1836," to his wife: "If I should out live the war I will see you as soon as rcan go either by land or sea - and
if you should never see me it will be because I am dead and ifso do not fail to contend for my lands in Texas
which will be a fortune to you some day for Texas will be free ... April 9th ... The enemy is now at San Felipe
with some over our numbers - there is battle contemplated soon - we trust god and our valour for victory.
Direct your letters to headquarters of the Texan Army ... ram in good health and spirits - all troubles me is
you my dear ..... Because the postal service had been suspended by the actions ofSanta Anna, this letter was
probably carried to New Orleans by Texas agents or military express.
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REPUBLIC OF TEXAS AND THE SLAVE TRADE

DURANT H. DAVIS, dealer in slaves,writes a detailed letter
on his operations in the slave trade and his intentions to
move to Texas.The following extract is from the letter:

" ... after having left Mobile & Orleans - I was with Genl Houston [Sam]
in Nashville.! persume you have seen him before thi. as he was to have
left very shortly after I did for your Republic (Texas]. I purchased
whilst in Ten' a very likely lot of Negroes and at very fair prices ­
say from $600 to $800 - there are fifteen in No.besides I have several
others that I bought in this section of Country - all of them very like­
ly - such as would be considered No l's in the N.D. [N.Orleans] market ­
consisting of young men, Women, Plough Boys & Girls. I have had a large
advance over cost offered me at Home for them - but I think I can do
better with them either in Mobile or Orleans. I am unable to keep all
of them as it would completely stop my trading or I would not offer one
of them for sale - but take them to Texas & settle a farm immediately ­
it is just such a lot as I would have selected for you & myself to have
purchased jointly for the purpose of farming or any other way that would
have been most profitable to us - and as you spoke so indefinitely whe­
ther or not you would be willing to raise sound funds for such a purch­
ase this winter - Jam afraid to risk the Texas market with so much cap­
ital (that is to me) in so valuable a lot for I shall be compelled to
raise a certain amount on them this winter as it was a cash transaction
& compelled me to Borrow a part of the money and on short time at that ­
say March next - therefore unless I have more favourable accounts as
regards the sale of the Negroes in Texas before I leave I shall dispose
of them (or leave them to be disposed of) in N Orleans - and only br1ng
on with me some few that if I can not sell will be of very little con­
sequence. I shall not leave here before the 15th of Dec and shall be
with you by Christmas if Possible - if you feel assured that I could
sell my Negroes in Texas say 25 or 30 - all very likeely and such as
should command the heighth of the Market - let me hear from you in New
Orleans - direct your letter to me there care of Marr,Brown & Co. Com.
Merchts - and I will then be able to decide whether or not it would be
advisable to bring them. Write me fully on this subject as soon as con-
venient. I wish you would sell Esther (Negro], her child & Anderson
for cash in good funds before I get there - "if you can"(which I expect
is a very necessary addition to the request) if an opportunity offers
sell them for any amount that you would feel willing to take (were they
yours) and I shall be perfectly satisfied and be under many obligations
to you,for what I ~onsider rendering me almost an indispensable assist­
ance,as I would feel no hesitation in assuring any man that purchased
them (that is after he had bought) that he might consider himself a
Slave holder for life unless he out lived them. I shall start William-
son in a week or two with a few very fine thorough bred Hares of the
first class and perhaps two or three saddle horses in order that they
may meet me soon as I arrive. I wish you would have an eye on the
crops of Cotton & Corn that are Mortgaged to me by Dr Hunter & Jarvis &
see that no disposition is made of them (unless it is to you for the
relinquishment of said MortGages until I get there - I know very little
about Jarvis,but I have no faith whatever in Dr Hunter and am very well
satisfied that he will take any advantage that he can - if you have an
opportunity inform Mrs Bell that I shall certainly expect to be paid in
January hope she will not disappoint me, as I should have to disappoint
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others on account of it - if you see Johnson tell him that I shall be
on by Christmas,and know of him if he still wishes me to bring him that
"Tip top likely Yellow Girl" that he told me to be sure and bring for
him this Winter - if he does I have four as likely as any in this Coun­
try and just say to you whether he wishes her & inform me of it in N.O.
as I come on - or anyone else that wants two or three real fancy artic­
les of the kind - as I am a pretty considerable dealer in that way. I
could supply anyone that woul~ buy - I have two that is much likelier
in every respect than Mary,and two others that are very little inferior
in regard appearances. I have turned Mary out to Grass - have'nt seen
her in 4 or 5 months.1 have given her to herself (freedom] - but I wish
you to understand particularly that should I bring any of my Girls over
with me,they are for sale, and neither of them are a Mary. I am done
with myoId tricks and shall class myself henceforward as strictly a
Moral Man, as my occupation station in life & circumstances will permit.
If I can make all my collections in Texas this Winter at an early per­
iod of the season - I shall be able to join you in any arrangement that
we can willingly enter upon for the purchase of Negroes in time to make
a crop the next spring - however we can arrange any thing of the kind
when I come. I shall expect a letter from you in N.O. - and state to
me what is best to be done &c - it may be later than I expect before I
get there so you will have plenty of time to write. Durant H.Daves"

Doctor Ashbel Smith was born 2t Hartford,Ct. in 180S.He went to
Texas in 1837 where he became the Surgeon General and Secretary of
State to the Republic of Texas.
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Letter shown above originated at GREENSBORO
ALABAMA NOV 26,1839 and was intercepted and
forwarded at New Orleans by Wm BRYAN AGENT
OF THE TEXAN POST OFFICE as per his hand­
stamp on reverse of cover.
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TIlE WESTERN MAILS

SAN JACINTO APRIL 21, 1896

Batt" ground q[ Independence, near
the mouth of the San Jacinto on
Ga/vesum Hay - Apri/26th {l836{.

Dear Brother: My anticipations in regard to the Fate of Col. Fanning {James w:Jand the
wlunteer Army under his command have boon cxnifirmed. Hewith about 500 troops was attacked
in a large prairie by about 2500 of the enemy -faught bravelyjar three hours -killed a great
many with the lQss ojonly 8ar 9 men -Night camean, the battleoeased-the next mofrningJ the
Enemy proposed to capitulate - FannfinJ finding himself surrounded, surrendered on
condition that his whole army should within eight days be put on board ofa vessel and senlt} to
New Orleans. But the archfiend Santa Anna - qfter they were disarmed - ordered them in
violation afthe stipulations to be butchered; and afew only havemade their escape. But thanks to
a just God, we have again shewed 1)(rants {about the} slaves of Tyrants "what mighty deeds of
darifngJ and valor Freemen can and will diJ in dAifencfeoflibertyJ -Beauty and Booty oj'their
country when attacked by aforeignFbe", We havegained a Victory whic(hJ when theresaurcesof
the contending parties and theoons~eneesto ea.t:h arecxmsidered is unparalleled in therecords
oj history. Texas is jree.

We with drew.from the enemy untill we reached the Brases {river], there we made a stand.
The Enemy did {not] attackus, but Santa Anna with a division qfseven hundred advanced to this
place with the {i]ntention qf crossing the San Jacinto {river] and nwving on to Annahuae. We
pursued him with between seoon and eight hundred men. We reached there on the2Othlnst. qfter
ajorced march the night preceeding and took a position about a mile to thenorthojtheEnemy­
they in a short ti-me oommenced afiring upon us with their cannon; and continued itjor several
hours without ho{wever] doing any damage than wounding {th]reeor jour slightly. We waiting
very impatiently on the 21stjor an attack butjinding they would not make it, we made a brisk
march across the prairie about 5 O'cl.ockP.M. and in aboutjfJteen minutes theenemywererouted
- we were in possession qf their encampment - we were trictorious.

I wrote to Mr. Duncan on the 22nd 1nst. I now write {with sa]-me accuracy as regards the
result qfthe battle. We had {on]ly seven killed and ajewslightly tOOUnMd amongst {thewou]nded
were Gen.l. l/mlStan, Col. Neil, and J.s. Edgar. {There welre between jive and six hundred
prisoners and tlw remainder ojthis division ojth.e Enemy amounting to abaut the samenumber
were slained on tlwfield ojbattle. But it is not the numberojprisoners andojtheslain thatgives
this battle its great importance. Santa Anna with his invincibled, Genls. Cos & Almonte, were
there, and are now in our power and our Prisoners. Genl. Almonte was taken an thejteld, GenL
Santa Anna and Cos attempted to make their escape, but were pursued and overtaken. We now
dictate to the Dictator oj Me:ri«J. He ackrwwledges {the Independencej oj Texas and has sent
orders to all o1ficials in Texas immediately to withdraw beycmd the Rio Grand {river}. 1he
possession ojthese three personages {Almonte, Coss & Santa Anna} is ojmorevaluero Texas than
ten thousand oj the Enemy slain.

N.B. Now indeed is an opening to makejortunes in Texas. I think it is probablelwillbeab16
to meet my drqfts in {New] Orleans, although I have spent nearly all my time in the serviceojmy
adopted country. I will write again in Bar 10elays. Write & direct ro Washingwnon theBrGSOSor
Army oj Teras. Assure my relatives {andj jriends ojmy kind remembrance - I would {write to}
them but know not when I will be {home}. TellMa all is well andajairprosp{ect}jor {peace] and
Prosperity.

Your friend & Br{other/
w. w. Ga{nt{

The money and P,"OpertJi takenjrorn the Enemy it is proberable will not exceed $50, 000. We went
to the contest with a determination not to be ronquered - we thaught ojnothing else than victory,
And it gives me addition!1l. pleasure to knaw that about hallojm were Tennessians. w: W:O.

Addressed to: Johr. D. Gant, Columbia, Tennessee.

Postmarked: MEMPHIS/MAY/Te. No rate.

Letter was probably carried by a private party to Memphis were it was placed in the mails. It is worm
eaten on the right side with the loss of much text as indir.:ated above. However the missing words have been
reconstructed so as to fit the train of thought and are contained within brackets.



THE WESTERN MAIlS

IN THE WAKE OF SAN JACINTO

"Santa Anna and the prisoners are yet in custody"
W.W.GANT,one of those who fought for Independence at the battle of SAN JACINTO
writes to his brother under date of "Columbia , Texas,Oct.30th 1836 ... The First
Congress of the Republic met at this place on the 3rd lost.an that morning I found
myself frustrated with a high fever .... l was confined to bed for two weeks,but am
able to take my seat in the House regularly every day, though qui te feble .... I have
declined establishing a Printing Establishment - having lost Walker [Jacob] in the
massacre of the Garrison of the Alamo and also Green, for I have not heard what has
become of him: and what i~ worst than all Messrs McKinny & Williams,with whom I
made an arraingment to procure the materials,are interested in these large and un­
just & lawful land claims which they knew I would appose - they therefore always had
some excuse ready for the delay of the arrival of the Press Nov.6th 1836 .
I have been waiting the action of Congress on several Bills of importance; it has not
yet finally passed them,but will in a few days.One is to authorize the President
(Sam Houston]to negociate aLoan on the Bonds of the Republic to an amount not excee­
ding $ 5,000.000 and to bear an interest of ten per centum per annum. and redeemable
in thirty years - I am apposed to the passge if this Bill;because the length they are
to run is too long and the amount too large. Texas does not moe two millions of doll­
ars. Another Bill is to grant to all volunteers whether Texans or Foreigners and all
those who have arrived in Texas since the battle of San Jacinto as well as those who
were here before a bounty in Land. The bounty in Land is 320 acres for every three
months service.There will consequently be a great many Lang warrants of 320 - 640­
960 & 1280 acres for military services. Here is a good opportunity to increase rap­
idly capi tal by purchasing these warrants at their present low price - another good
opportunity is in the purchase of Treasury - drafts,which can be had at half their
nominal value, and if b am not much deceived the Government will be enable to pay
them off in less than twelve months. Merchandizing is, however just as fast a way to
make money as anyother and if you and Mr.Pope come here I think you would do well to
bring Goods wi th you - coarce clothing, shoes, Hats, domestics & Groceries are the
prime articles.This is the most beautiful country I have ever seen - where you live,
"take it all in all",is the best. Competition where you are is very great - This is a
new country and if a man will try he can make property much faster here than in Tenn­
essee. I advise all my friends that wish to come to Texas that the sooner .. the better,
for I am of opinion we viII not again be invaded by the Mexicans. Santa Anna and the
other Prisoners are yet in custody of the Govt - W.W.Gant" ~a-~--

"Saml Houston was elected President with an almost unanimous vote - M.B.Lamar (form­
erly of Georgia) vice President - Stephen F.Austin has been appointed Secretary of
State - Henry Smith (first Governor)* Secretary of the Treasury - Genl T.J .Rusk of
War and S.Rhoads Fisher of the Navy - William T.Thompson is an engrossing clerk to
the House of Representatives.". W. W.G."

********************************************
WILLIAMW.GANT,one of the heros of San Jacinto,was born in Tennessee January 1809.He
moved to ~exas February 21,1835 and settled in washington County.He was a member of
Capt. Peyton R. Splane' s company and fought, a t the ba ttle of SAN JACINTO. For his ser­
vice in the Texan Army, Feb. 27 to May 29,1836, he was awarded a bounty grant of 320
acres.Gant was in the First/Second and Fourth Congresses and died in Occober of 11:1qO.
SEE his letter written from San Jacinto,on the "Battle ground of Independence"April
26th 1836, in this collection. 90
STEPHEN FULLER AUSTIN died December 27,1836. SEE his letter to General John M.McCalla
under date of Nashville Feb. 25.1836,in this collection.
SANTA ANNA was released shortly after Houston's inauguration.
HENRY SMITH had been Governor under the "Provisional Government", before the organiz­
ation of the "Republic of Texas".



COLUMBIA, TEXAS 1836

Cover on left da ted Oct.
30 was most likely carr­
ied by a private party
"via New Orleans" to
NASHVILLE T. ,where it
arri ved on AUG 2 as per
the GREEN postmark. It
was then rated "10"
cents in Blue and forw­
arded to Columbia. SEE
copy of letter on appo­
si te page
NOTE. The election of
the officials mentioned
in the letter took place
on Sept. 5th and the first
Congress convened Oct. 3.
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WASRINTON ,REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, 1837.
Gant writes to his brother: "No news from r-texico for a month.No late Indian dep­
redations ..•. 1 need a surveying compass very much when you come.We had a very
pleasant party on the evening of the 4th .... We also have about a dozen of very
fine girls coming upon the carpet ... the Lnd offices will not be opened before
October, and possiblY not then, and that the Law granting lands to Emigrants will
cease after the first of October .... Congress has levied a pretty heavy tax on
importat ions, wi th the exception of coffee, sal t , & breadstuffs ..... I wi 11 be a
candidate for reelection in September ,and have no fears of a favorable resul t ...
Oh the girls! ... Tell me,are the misses Russells yet single? W.W.GANT"'

**********************
Folded letter originated, as per postmark, at "Washington Texas/July 8th 1837.It
was routed via Nacogdoches, Texas ~nd Gaines Ferry, on the Sabine River,to FORT
JESUP, La. / where it arr i ved AUG 2, as per the blue postmark of tha t off ice. Thence
to its destination in COlumbia,Tennessee.Rated "Paid 25" with the Paid crossed
out/so it must have gone collect?
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THE WESTERN MAILS

FROM TAMPICO TO THE GULF OF CALIFORNIA
Letter written by the ~Father of Texas", Stephen Fuller Austin, from Nashville, Tennesseejust ten months
before his untimely death on December 27, 1836. He had been back home to recruit men, money and
support for Texas in its revolution with Mexico to gain Independence.

81

Nashville Feb. 25, 1836

Gen. John M. McCalla.,

MYfriend, I have been detained here by an attackojplurisy, but have recovd. & shall leave tomorrow. I
shall pass thrrrngh Lexington, but cannot slap more than one or two days.

I know not what your intentions may be towards a remaval to Texas. That you are at heart an
enthusast in Juror ofour cause. J have no doubt your known character for patriotism and devotion to
liberty insures it. But I wish to see you there, suord in hand, family property and aLL

A more glorious/ieid never presented itself-That country is injact superior to any part a/the U.S. in
point ofclimate & soi~ and local advantages. Much better lands, than theMississippi &Lauisiana. choice
lands can be had there now atfram one dollar tofivedollars an acre, near the roast. Sayfrom one mile to
forty. Above that. the land is as good and better watered, and may be had atfrom, 25 cents to one dollar.
Besides, emigrants who go nowwill allgel lands as settlersfor littleor1Wthing. The bountyfor volunteers is
640 acres.

We need a Brigd. GenL - Raise a brigadeofKentuckians andgo- Glory &fame &fortion call you-take
your family, your all, and rise with the country. No rise will be so rapid that even the visionary will be
astonished.. I repeat there never was such a opening.

I have for fifteen years been a dray horse laboring to take materials for a solid and pennanent
foundation -Amer:cLn and Anglo-Saxon materials -afoundation well laid ofthesematerials I know would-rontain tM great temple ofLiberty which I always expected to see reared in Texas. My occupation has not
bee1l one to shed uluund me the gliters ofmilitary pageantry, or dazzle the eyes ofa muUituck.!or it has
been tM occupation OjtM Philanthropist -ofa builder, & 1Wt a distroyer. He who caused aspearofgrass to
grow where nonegrew beforeeoology ojDeanSwifl. But he, who likeNapolron or Ceasar caused theblighl of
war over kingdoms & countries, has lived in a blaze ofglory. My ambition has been and is ofthefirst
diw:riptian. Thefmtndation I wi.<;hedfor is laid -it cannot he broken up -nothingnow remains but to elevate
the Temple ufLiberty upon it. Come to "therai'iing" -cume& Mlpus to build up this glorious temple- tJring
2(1()() Kentuckians with youfamities & all-makeasettlementin aOOdy-form aNewKentuckyojyauraum.
",'hat is to prevent? I see -:wt.hing. Col. T.D. Owings has engaged to raise one or two regiments - have an
1.nderstanding with him & no interjerence, we have made an engagement with him, but you & him can
unite.

The truth is we shall havevery little]19hting· perhaps none. Mexico is too weak and distracted atJwme
to attack us. Now then is tM time- our land will soon rise. Mississippi andArkansas lands sellnowjor50
dots. pr acre - wild lands sickly & overflown - ours are better in every respect for they are both roUon &
sugar lands. Taas as anlnde]xmdentNation willgofar west & N w: asweplan to take our limits. Thefirst
is unbounckd & is richly bespangled with richsoil, salubrious climate, diversity ojlevels & undulations &
hills & rivers & mountains & silver mines & Iron ore & stove roal and every thing.

The Pacific ocean terminates the prospect an theNorth west - a linefrom, Tampiro to thegulfof
California an the S. w: Where can ambition or avarice jind such another field?

Don't think I am wild & partake OjtM rambling quallites oj the Bt{[falo -from the quantity oJtheir
marrow bones I have suck.ed, or ojthe wandering savage, where wood life I have led in Taas -or that I am
too much so, & 1Wt as sanguine as Iought to be, because I haveof[ordprecipitancy or prematuremovements
in Texas. The time has now ()')7M. The foundation is laid. This I wanted to see bejorewe began to raise the
super strocture. I now wish to get up thenewjabric as quick as possible & see Taas stepforwardas a new
& independent nation. In this work I wish to see you engaged. It is worthyojgreat minds· saundheads &
pure hearts. The timed may shrink, the wealthy may pay their gold & stay at home, tmt bold spirits &
philanthopic hearts enough will bejound who go to Texas & "do or die". In that number I wish to see you &
Chivalrous Kentucky take a pcr!... Tennessee has so jar taken the lead. She is in nwtion, almost in masse.

Farwell

8.F. Austin



THE WESTERN MAILS

You knew ourfriend the noble brave Milam {Benjami7'.R.J-hewas an hmwr to Kentucky -heintended
to have gone to his native stare and Taise a regiment· his glorious patriotic spirit calls upon his
countrymen to annjor liberty & Texas & avengehisdea.th./hopethecall willberespondectto&tJtat 1000's
ofKentuckians will soon Jumor the grave ofMilam by their presence in Texas.. . . . . . . . . .

Colonel Benjamin Milam led the attack by 300 Texans on San Antonio which was defended by General
Martin Perfecto de Cos and 1,400 Mexicans in 1835. Milam was shot in the head and killed, but Cos
surrendered to the Texans.

Austin in writing to a friend said in part "/ amnothingmorethan an individual citizen ofthu country,
but 11eel a 17I.OT6 lively interestjorits welfare than can beexpressed ... 1heprosperityojTexashas been the
object ojmy labors, the idol ofmy existence. It has assumed the character ofa religionJar the guidance of
my thoughts and octWns,!orfifteen years. " A few weeks before his death hewrote the following because of
a report that some volunteers from Kentucky had complained that they had not been treated. fairly: "I do
not merit this. / havenohotLse, not aroofin all Texas that/canca1lmyown ... /makemyhomewherethe
business ojthecountrycaltsme ... / havenojaMn, noootton plantation, nomoney, nocxmif()rl.s./havespent
the prime ojmy life and worn out my oonstitution in trying to cokmize this country ... All my wealth is
prospective and contingent upon the events oJthefuture. What / have been abtejrom time to time torealiu
in active means has gone asJast as realized, and muchJasterwheremy health and strength and time have
gone, whi<:h is in the service oj Texas, and / am therifore not ashamed oJmy present poverty."

Austin never married.. He died on a pallet on the floor of a two-room clapboard shack. Although he did
not live to reap the fruits ofhis labor in the vineyard ofTexas Independence hedid see its achievement. His
last words were "Texas reoognized ... Did you see it in the papers?"
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TIIE WESTEltN MAILS

.. Huntsville May 13th 1836

To Pranklin Wood Dear Uncle The glorious nevs of civil liberty tri-
uphing over despotism reached this place last night - Santa Anna Genl
Cos (Martin Perfecto de) and all of their principal Officers being
taken prisoner by the Texian army Genl Houston commanding in person The
movement of Santa Anna would have been a death stroke to Texas if he had
succeded - he detached Cos with 500 men to attack Houston when he was to
come upon the rear and give them no chance to retreat but thank Heaven
his orders was not obeyed by Cos - on the 20th April Houston came on Cos
and they had a slight scermish on the 21st was that day that Texas threw
off the YOke of bondage and attacked Cos cut his whole army to poices and
took him prisoner. Houston wheeled about and was ahead Sa !l.t a Anna
attacked him routed his men and took him prisoner.(HOuston routed h-is men )*
Mexican Army 1100 3trong Texans 600 Mexicans loss 600 killed 500 taken
prisoner Texan loss 6 Only killed 20 wounded - Was there ever such a batt­
el fought before. I will answer not,history cannot show in its annals of
such a battle.The news was greeted by the citizens of this place like all
others in the South with the roaring of Drums fifes musketry an cannon at
nightThe citizenb all luminated their houses and (enjoyed themselves)
by having a splendid band of music. and marching through the town there
was men wiminen & Children. I will close on this subject by saying
that Samuel Houston the brave bateling Patriotic commander has reathed
laurels around his head that never will fade. Brother have returned
from Texas he marched to that country on the 6th November last (1835)under
Col Payton S.Wyatte of this place with 60 others. served his time out as a
Leutenent of the company and returned home. There is another company on the
eve of starting to that country to fight for the people that is Strugling
for liberty against Despotism Tennessee Kentucky Mississippi & Louisana
determined never to let the people in Texas be conquered by them dastar-
dly Mexicans & cold blooded murderers James H.Hood
P S. Since the above the Intelligence of the death of Santa Anna Cos and
all of the principal officers have reached this place A court martial was
held Santa Anna was sentenced to be shot with all of his officers except
Cos he was sentenced to be hung as it was a more degrading death then the
other the reason of this was that he had brok the parole of honor I think
he never will brake another. J.H.Hood"

**********.***********************

Folded letter addressed to New Glasgow, ,Virginia,rated 25
cents from Huntsville,Alabama,as per postmark illustrated.
NOTE The battle referred to was San Jacinto,April 21,1836,
just 23 days before this letter was written. Some reports
give the Mexican army 1,250 men and the Texans a t BOO men. The
Mexican loss 600 killed, 650 -,munded & captured, Texans ooly
2 killed and 23 wounded,although 6 eventually died from their
wounds. Santa Anna escaped, but was captured the next day.

Santa Anna and Ces were later released and went back to Mexico to fight
another day - the Mexican War 1846/4B.San Jacinto was more like an ambush
and a slaughter like massacre than a battle.
* What Hood means is that Houston captured Santa Anna and what was left of
his army.



W.W.Gant writes to his 1,... .. 0 .... _r John about the exciting events in the second
year of independence of the Republic of Texas - March 2,1836 to 1845,when she
was annexed to the United States.The following extracts are from the letter.

"Houston Texas June 4th 1837 ••••• I have seen the Best from the Srasos since
you left who inforned me that your horse was at his house;and promised to take
care of him untill Congress shall adjourn. I will dispose of him as well as I
canfor you. Congress will adjourn in about a week .We have not done much; but
what we have and will do is what should be done - Yes John Truth is intellectual
gold as durable as it is splendid and valuable - time is the test of Truth; and
give it that test and it will be sure to triumph. I was opposed to that specula­
tion that prevailed in the Congress at Columbia and was then in a bare minor-
ity; but time and the People have placec me in the majority.
The President [Sam Houston] ,by virtue of authority given him in the Land Law,
has issued his proclmation closing the land office.The Congress have just
passed a supplimentary act to the Land Law,which provides that the land offi­
ces shall open on the first of October next at which time it also provides that
the l,aw granting lands to emigrants shall cease after that time (first of Oct-
ober) to impose a severe penalty( fine and imprisonment)
upon any one that shall refuse to deliver up all thebooks,papers, &c,intheir
possession relating to the land titles of the country. Congress has authoriz­
ed the raising of 600 men for the term of six months to go against the Indians.
I think it probable I may go with them. The greatest difficulty with me is
to know what to do with the army.We are not able to clothes,feed,or pay them as
we should - they are unemployed and dissatified - to move across the Rio Gran­
de is hazardous - to furlough them upon the country is dangerous. The Govern­
ment is pursuing the latter course;but in a gradual manner.We still hear of
disturbances in Mexico - I am still of opinion that we will not be invaded from
that quarter. I am happy that I can inform you that Dr Sooker and another Gent­
leman have just returned from Matamoras [Mexico] and report that our vessel of
war, Idependence, which we had feared hc:.d been sunk by the Mexicans,was not
sunk;but had been taken by the Mexicans into Matamoras,and that Wm H.Wharton,
J . W. Bunton and all others on board were sa fe, but deta ined in Ma tamoras. The
Hon.[Ro]bert J.Walker,Senator from the state of Mississippi,arrived here a
few days since and was very warmely and cordially received; for we understand
he was a warm friend of Texas in the Congress of the United States.

We understand that all the Banks of the United States have suspended "specie"
payments .... 1 will write again in a few days...... W.W.Gant"

P.S. Congress will adjouran in about a week and it is not impossible that I may
come to Tennessee after the adjournment. w.W.G. "

**************************
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Letter postmarked NATCHITOCHES La APR 7 FREE, just 31 days
after the massacre of the ALAMO and death of DAVY CROCKETT,
March 6,1836. Writer questions abili ty of SAM HOUSTON TO
COMMAND THE TEXAN ARMY.

LIEUT.GEORGE H.CROSSKAN ,seeks political aid in getting a promotion in the
army. He tells congressman Geo. W. Jones, "I have reason to know I pol i tical
influence has more effect at Head Quarters than Military merit" .Apparently
he was successful because he was promoted to Captain in 1837. Crossman faught
in the Black Hawk and Florida Indian wars as well as the Mexican and Civil war.
He was promoted to Major General in 1865 and died May 28,1882.The following
is from the letter to Jones:

-Genl Gaines (Edmund P.] arrived here day before yesterday and we are making
preparations for the summer I s campaign. Not a 'Word has transpired to gine us
the least idea of what is to be done;the Genl has his instructions. no doubt but
as yet they are kept secret from us. The papers will have informed you.~..rr

this,of the state of affairs in Florida;and of Genl.Gaines' sweep over the
Indians &c.&c. The massacre of the garrison of "San Antonio in Texas,
amongst whom was David Crockett,by the troops of St.Anna. is unfortuately con­
firmed: - a list of the names is published, and if I can will procure a copy and
send it to you.- The Mexicans have succeed in defeating some small parties of
the Texans;but,as yet,nothing aecisive or very important has occurred bet­
ween the beligerents .Houston (Sam],with his small army,has retreated back
upon the timbered lagds of the Colorado;where he has fortified his position,
and waits reinforcements;to enable him to act on the defensive:- various
opinions are entertained of his fitness for command - what a field for Dodge
(Col. Henry] • and such kind of man, is now presented in Texas!

G.H.Crossman lt
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Letter was carried by ship to NEW ORLEANS La as noted by SHIP and
manuscr ipt FREE markings. Letter is da ted II 29 Dec. 1836" , arr ivai
date docket note"Recd Jany 24" at Washington,D.C.

~Yu~~o::.--.

.2<7 ~ , .:r.3 L-'

"The war in Flor ida is not yet ended, and God only knows when it wi 11 be. Large
forces have been marching and countermarching thra' and over the country since
since last December,at an enormous expenee to the pUblic, and with much sacri­
fice of life and health to the troops,and yet the enemy is not sUbdued,and, in
fact,with the exception of some small losses which he sustained,during the
several skirmishes had with the GenIs. and Governors yet in the field against
him. is as far from being whipped as ever,-NoW' scattering into small parties
and hiding aW'ay in the distant swamps and Hammocks,before the advance of our
armies; and then, suddenly, reappearing in force at unexpected points and com­
mitting all sorts of depredations, or falling upon week places, and attacking
and pillaging in Indian style.We have just returned from volusia ,where we had
accompanied Genl. Jessup [Thomas S. ] to reI i ve Gen. Call [Rishard K. ] in comm­
and of the Army; which was done on the 8th - On the way over here, we captured at
an Indian Village,41 Negros,who had been left by the retreating enemy.-we also
took an Indian prisoner,who with some of the negroes, have given us very impor­
tant and useful information about the country - This information has been hith­
erto needed for there are nobody to be found capable of giving such intelligen-
ce,as no one knows the country. Genl J. is useing every possible effort to
terminate the war,and I am satisfied will do all which can be done by any man.We
march in a day or two into the interior in search of powell[Lt.Levi N. ,U.S.Navy].
and our Depots are not so fixed as to enable us to keep the field a long time if
necessary: and W'e are all in strong hopes of success. G. H. Crosman"

4. /9: 6~/A--c<AN
This was the second SEMINOLE INDIAN WAR - 1836/1842.
·Powell was in charge of 85 sailors assigned by the U.S.Navy to
assist the Army.The above is from the last part of the letter.
the first is in regards to getting an appointment to the ne'W'ly
reorganized Corps of Topographical Engineers.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

EXPRESS MAlL TO TEXAS This was a special expres... of the Post Office Department
between New York and New Orleans. h. was performed by post riders on horseback and is
often called the Eastern Pony Expres8. The rate was 75t persmgle sheet for over 400 miles.
The cover shown originated at Hartford, Ct. on January 5, 1838 and was carned by the
express to Mobile where it was placed onboard a steamboat for New Orleans. At New
Orleans it was turned over to Sam Ricker Jr., the Agent of the Texan Post Office, and
forwarded to Galvcstnn, Repuhlic of Tex;L,>, where it was postmarked ~Galvcston/Jany27,
~R". Th£' ('xpr('s.,.. ral£' of ~7n" Wa.il ('rnssN! out and it. WoL'! (('ral.pc! -;) PA" to Houston.
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A DAVY CROCKETT RARE 1839 ALMANAC

Crockett, Davy. The Crockett Almanac for
1839. Containing Adventures, Exploits,
Sprees (I) and Scrapes in the West, with
life and Manners in the Backwoods. With
20 Wonderfully Quaint & Realistic, Early
American Wood-Engravings. Bvo. original
self wrappers~ within contemporary outer
wrappers. Nasnville, Tenn. Published by
Ben Harding, 1839. E.~tremely rare
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STEAM PACKET NEW YORK
REPUBLIC OF TEXAS

The S. P.NEW YORK was a sidewheeler of 365 tons, buil t at Brooklyn, N. Y. in 1837
for the Southern Steam Packet Co. In 1838 the company was disolved and Charles
Morgan, one of the partners, bought the NEW YORK and the COLUMBIA and transfered
them to the NEW ORLEANS/GALVESTON trade.The NEW YORK left Galveston on her
first run on February 3, 1839.The cover shown must have been on her second trip.
On September 5,1846 the NEW YORK ran into a hurricane about fify miles off of
Galveston and foundered with the loss of 17 lives.

The cover above originated, as per postmark,at Galveston, Texas. March 18th,
1839. It was carried by the NEW YORK to New Or leans, where it arrived on March
27th,as per postmark and "SHIP". Being sent to the postmaster at Newark,N.J.
it went "Free".
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In June of 1841 about four hundred armed Texans Ie:\. Austin to establish trade relations with Santa
Fe, as they later claimed. However, the Mexican govemment thought otherwise - that the real
objective was to occupy Santa Fe and annex New W,cxico to Texas. Mexico had never recognized the
Republic ofTexas and at that time New Mexico was partofthe Republic of Mexico. Thiswasoneofthe
events that lead to the Mexican War. Almost from the beginning the Santa Fe Pioneers, as theycaUed
themselves, were doomed to failure. Starvation, illness, errors in command and the elements reduced
their strength and ability to resist the hostile Kiowa Indians and the Mexicans. On surrender, they
were forced on a death march of two thousand miles to Mexico City where theywcrc imprisoned as
prisoners of war. General McLeod's command was imprisoned at Puebla and Perote. Those who
survived the death march and imprisonment were eventually released.

Robert D. Phillips was a sixteen-year-old boy when he joined the Pioneers. He gives a fair and
accurate description of the disaster that befell the expedition. The records describe him as follows:
.'Hair and romplection chestnut, eyes olive-colored, noseregular, "10 beard, manyfreckl.es on hisface,
smallforehead, heightJiveJeet. New York. 1st Corp., Co. Cor D. "Phillips was captured on October 5th
and released at ?~eblaon June 13, 1842,just six days before he wrote this letter. As ofAugust 12th he
was still at Puebla_

THE TEXAS - SANTA FE EXPEDITION

/

~u
I

•

This folded letter is dated at City QfPuebla/Mexioo/June 19th 18U. It was probably
carried outside of the mails as there are no Mexican markings. On arrival in New
Orleans it was placed in the post office as per "NEW ORLEANS/La/SEP5/SHIP"and
rated 27 cents. At New York it was forwarded with an additional rate of 18:JA for a total
of 453;4 cents postage collect. See content of the letter on opposite page.
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THE TEXAN - &4NTA FE EXPEDITION

"City of Puebla
Mexiro June 19th 1842

Dear Uncle: After 8 months & some days oj imprisonment & slavery I am, now at liberty ... I suppose
you know the intentions of the Santa Fe Expedition., which by the by is more than we knew when we
started.

In thefirst place through the ignorance & drunkenness ofthe Q,nnisary Genl& the Cmd Genlqfthe
ExpeditUm, we had too small a stock oj provisions & ammunition, the want of which UXIS lIOt
discovered until we got to Liule River 50 miles when it 100S to late to p1"'OCUre a supply, so that only a
montkjrom then we had but two pounds Q/"befifa day (the other provisions having given aut) & twoor
three weeks after that l%pounda day & nearhalfhaifbone- at that time there was nothing ltfI. qfa betif
but bone, horns, hnofs, hair, & dog.

At the time that Cook-(Wm. G. Cooke) ltfI. us, insean:;h. ofSanta Fe, there was scarre a man in the
command strung enough t,o walk /00 yards witJwutsitting down & a short time afterwards, when the
indians ran Q[four Jwrses & cattle, we had not stUrteient strenth to TUn aut & stop them, altlwughtJw!y
cmlte close to 1M camp & almost through it - u:ere it notfor some horses that we had staked close by,
(ready saddled) we would have lost all <mr cattle, but sameqfQUT men mounted & gave chase & byhard
riding saved ourselves/rom starvation - after laying at the camp 17days (& having some ofour men
kil1£d by the indians) we heardfrom CoL Cook, who wrote that he was a short distance.from San
Miguel, & that he uould meet us in afew days with provisions - The next day we took up the line oj
march, utithsome Mexican Spys asguides, &a.'>Ce1lded, uilatappeared tnbeamountain, butprovedto
be the gmlld Prane - 4Jl.er 7 or 8 days Capt Caldwell (MalhewYwas sent on with ten men & an
Interpreter in search of Col. Cook,(we have heard nothing morefrom him).

011 the "tit qlOcL(mJl yet having heardlrom L'ithL'Tfrom Cookur Caldwell) wemet2 other Merican
Spys UM appeared to beveryfrlendly, & the GenI(Hugh McLeod) very improvidently allowed. them to
ride round our lines & ascertain our strength &e - when they immediately put spurs tn their Iwrses &
rode (!U n t lull !1pN'fL

171£ next day 'uJf1la.id daunt fJUT arm... U'l wllditiu1t that~~1wudrocive tlwm them again whenever
we utished to return,(lo Texas) orifwe wished it, at San Miguel but bifore we arrived atSanMiguelwe
were tied together infives, tens &c. Three F'ourmen that were SM£,& 2 otlwrs that diedjromjatigtuJ an
the rood - our marching 12 & 15 leagues per day,& in one place where there was no water our
marching 35 leagues in 36 /wurs, I think shewd very plainly our treatment as priscmers oj War.

On our arrival at this plaa we were thrust in a common Prison among jelons,robbers,&
murderers,& then heavily in::med, & chained in pairs,& sent through the m.ostpubl~ streets nearly a
mile. in CO'm]Xlny u.i.th the convicts to work at carrying baskets ofdirt,&c & some villians armed with
clubs set over us as drivers.

I havecmu;luded tn remain in this city untiljalljor tworeasons, viz: On acoountq{theyelluwfever
at Vera Gnu: & atN. O.(NewOrlea.ns) -2d Should I 1WWgo wN. O.lwiUnothavethenecessarymeans
to take me home, oonsequently uould be obliged. to return tn Texas,& then my only cha.ncewould be to
join the army. On theother hand by staying1will probablyraise S1.{ff"tcient by theccnningfallor spring
tn take me to N. Y. ......•... address your letters to

Snr Roberto D. Felipe (Tejano)
Ciudad de Pueblo Mexico

yaur Nephew Robert D. Phillips. II
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FIRST DAY OF THE INDEPENDENT STATE OF TEXAS

FORT QUITMAN, TEXAS, FEBR.UARY I, 1861. The writer states "that Texas was going out
(of the Union1on the 28th of the month (January)." Texas seceded on February 1, 1861 and
was not admitted to the Confederated States until March 6, 1861.

Historical letter including a description of Fort Quitman: lhe dust on the parade ground
in the winter is about 6 inches deep, in the summer it is all dust.." It was a stage station on the
Overland Mail route.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

FORTS QUITMAN & DAVIS ON THE TEXAS FRONTIER.

FORT DAVIS,TEXAS. The post was established Oct.7,1850,in the
Davis Mountains,near the town of Fort Davis.It was a stage
station on the San Antonio-San Diego and Butterfield mail
routes.The post office was established at the fort on Mar.19.
18SS.During the Civil War the post was temporarily occupied
by Confedera~e troops and later by Indians and Mexicans who
partly destroyed the buildings. It was reoccupied by Federal
troops in 1867 and rebuilt.
Cover below originated at Fort Quitman,as per the mr.nuscript
postmark,on "March 19th 1861",00 arrival at Fort Davis it was
again postmarked FORT DAVIS TEXAS HAR 21 1861 and forwarded
via the Butterfield stage. Apparently it was overweight and
the postmaster crossed out the Fort Quitman postmark and
charged the letter "Due 3"".

ti ', • -.c.
/ ~ '.
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Following the secession of Texas from the Union on Feb.I,1861,
Fort Quitman was abandoned. According to this letter Lt.Z.R.
Bliss was ordered to reoccupie the fort. On Mar.llth he wrote
to his future wife: .•... as soon as I left the Post the Mexicans
came in and took everything they could lay their hands on.They
tried to open my safe •... but they could not do it,so they con­
tented themselves with stealing the brass knob." They probably
stole the brass handstamp for the postmark,which might be the
reason the cover is postmarked in manuscript? Near the end of
the letter he writes: " .... there goes the -mail horn[stage]and
I must run ... ·' Apparently the stage didnot stop long enough to
permit Bliss to mail the letter and as he says " .... it will
have to rest here a few days .... ·'SEE letter and typescripts on
opposite pages.
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"FORT QUITMAN,TEXAS"
March 11th 1861"

I suppose you will be surprised to receive another letter from Fort Quitman since 1
told you in my last that I was about to abandon this gay and festive scene - 1 did
leave but received additional orders and had to regarrison the Post. t was of
course very much pleased at the idea of coming back to this beautiful country espe­
ally as 1 had thrown away every thing not absolutly necessary for the road, but
such is life - My first order was to ahandon the Post - The next to wait till the
Commissioners on the Part of the State of Texas come to receive the Property. Then
last to abandon the Post as soon as Transportation arrives, and 1 expect the next
mail will bring orders to do something else. Certainly a very pleasant state of
affairs. Sometimes I get disgustid and rent a little of my anger in words - Tnen
I get so I don't care a dam whither school keeps or not. I don't hear any news from
the States more than once a month and when it gets here tis so old that we take no
inte~ist in it. I suppose in about a fortnight I shall learn that Old Abe has taken
his seat. I see hes been making speeches, I don't know what the people think of
them but I should think with Artemas Ward (writer news critic), that making speeches
& playing horse wasn't his fort. I suppose you know all about the movement in Texas
better than I can tell you for I am nearly seven hundred miles from any settlement
and hear nothing excepting orders. The troops are all to go out of the State via
Indianola. Whar to is more than I can guess - I think we shall march down to the
coast and after staying there a few days have to come back. I have received two
letters since I wrote to you - last one dated the 31st of January and the other the
13th of February. If you knew how glad I was to get them you would want to write to
me every day. 1 don't expect to get an answer to this for I cannot tell wher 1 shall
be in three weeks from now, and if I didn't think you a prety poor little girl 1
shoundn't take as much pleasure in writing to you when 1 expect to ~et no letter in
return. How manu hours I have passed in the last five years reading your letters and
writing to you. There have been several new things here in the last week to tell you
about, which are a little out of the common course of events. In the first place as
soon as 1 left the Post the Mexicans came in and took everything they could lay
their hands on. They tried to open my safe, which had nothing in it, but they could
not do it, so they contented themselves with stealing the brass knob, They would
soon have demolished everything about the Post, and 1 believe that six weeks after
the troops leave this Part of the State there will not be a settler in it for fear
of the Mexicans and Indians. A few days ago three Mexicans came here, said they were
from the Interior of Mexico, one of them was a queer looking specimen and we made
him take off his coat, and after a very slight examination concluded that he had
~istaken his calling and had better put on petticoats, he is rather a good looking
girl of about twenty winters & summers and I suppose is a runaway peon from some
Mexicn Ranch. I am keeping a pretty sharp look out for them, for fear they may be
connected with the Indians. Last night about twenty Indians tried to get the mules
out of the yard, they took down the bars to the cattle corral, and tore down part of
the fence where the muJes were, but were frightened off by the sentinel, A ~exican

saw them and shot at them but did not hit any. They were encamped on the other side
of the river about two miles from here all day yesterday, and killed two oxen and
roasted them there. I expect them back tonight and have doubled the sentinels. 1 have
one of the arrows picked up near the corral, it is about twenty six inches long. I
will try and trace the outline of it. Those two blots here

/' - I nothing in particular to do

__"_-_-_-_Ti""-,-,-I/~ ---=-:-- with the mow.

The stick Is dog-wood, and the head of iron tied on so that when it becomes wet it
will come off the stick and remain in the body. An uncomfortable thing to run
against in the night. Night before last Jack Woodland· you know him don't yOU? -
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came down and staid till this morning with me. We had a long talk last night about
every thing you could think of. He went home about two years ago after an ahcence
of fourteen years. and when he came back to Texas brought the daguereotype of a
girl that looked something like Mary Maria ZUcker ••••••••••• said he was going to
make enough to go home and marry, that he was not going to have anything more to
do with those Mexican girls - he has stood it pretty well two years, last night he
told me (he) had sent for Pancha. a girl that had lived with him a good while, but
not since he came from the States, and says be believes she is It just as good as any
of em" - He didn't like to say much about his sweetheart in the States. I guess she
has forgotten him. There is something singular about the people who have tried
living in this country. They don't swear, and when they sit down to talk almost
always talk about getting married or dying. The two most important subjects to every
every body I suppose but apparently it is all they think about. I did not finish
your letter the other night. and not much has transpired since to write about. Last
night the mail from the West arrived. with two passengers - both officers who have
resigned on account of the Disunion movements. I expect six or eight of my regiment
will resign which will make me pretty near to a captaincy. but I would gladly give
up all promotion if the difficulties could be settled and every· thing arranged amic­
ably. Fighting is not a very agreeable occupation at any time or under any circumst­
ances. and much less so when our enemies were and are personal friends. I expect the
mail to~orrow and expect some news in relation to the movements of the troops here,as
yet I know nothing definite. If there is any truth in the saying that "Misery loves
company", I ought to be well satisfied for everybody seems to be in the same blissful
state of uncertanity as myself. I received a letter last night from Colonel Reeses of
my Regiment asking me what I intended to do under excisting circumstances. and askin2
me to go with him down country. I shall try & do so. but I never saw things mixed up
as they are now,and cannot tell what a day may bring forth.He.an old an experienced
officer is perfectly at a loss what to do as much as myself. The orders are quite
distinct now compared to those issued by General Twiggs(David E. commanding the Depart­
ment of Texas surrendered all the troops,forts and equipment to the state of Texas and
in turn was dismissed from the u.S. Army. He joined the Confederate cause and was rewar­
ded with a commission as a Confederate major general.) who I suppose you know is relie­
ved from the command of this Department. but the means of carryin~ out the orders do
not exist. I have three wagons •.••••••• to take forage & provissions all the way from
this post. each team of mules will require about twenty five hundred pounds of corn,
which is as much as they can draw. The men will require ten thousand pounds of rations
and where I put them is more than I can see. I dont think any army ever started on a
march of eight hundred miles before without some intermediate station for provissions &
forage. If the mules cannot draw what they want to eat themselves how can they take ten
or fifteen thousand pounds more? I expect the answer will be found in the next number
of the New York Ledger. How I wish I had a wife and fourteen small children to look out
for. just at present. Nearly all the officers from the South are resigning their comm­
issions - Major Rhett will be here tomorrow on his way out. but I suppose you have had
enough army news for one letter and I will try to think of something else. I was sett­
ing on the door step of my house with a Mexican when he broke out with, Mira que bonita
luna· Look: what a pretty moon. and then I thought of you. and always shall when I see
a new Moon, for once a good ·...hile ago. you said you had been looking at the "New Moon
not larger than a horsehair".and every new moon I have seen since reminds me of that
letter and its sweet writer. Brackenbuss the clerk at Fort Lancaster got off a good
thing on the new moon once - he said earnestly "Texas is the greatest place for new
moons I ever saw, they have one here every month and in the states they do not come
more than once in six weeks"." Bliss rambles on for over five more pages of personal
thoughts of very little historical interest. The following quotes are from the remain­
der of the letter: "The mail brought no important news. The Conunissioners are at Camp
Stockton and will probably be here in about a fortnight and then I shall know what to
do .... there goes the mail horn(stagecoach) and I must run .... " Apparently the stage
did not stop long enough for Bliss to mail this letter and as he says "it will have to
rest here a few days ••••• " Z.R.Bliss"
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CONFEDERATE STATES

OF AMERICA

EAGLE PASS, TEXAS. Located on the east bank of the Rio Grande
River directly across from Piedras Negras,Mexico. It was
adjacent to FORT DUNCAN which was built in 1849.The first
post office was established under FORT DUNCAN in 1850 and
changed to EAGLE PASS in 1852.The fort was permanently aba­
ndoned in 1916.Texas seceded Feb.lst and joined the Confed­
eracy March 6,1861.After that date the fort was garrisoned
by Confederate troops until the end of the Civil War. On
March 23.1868 it was reoccupied by Federal troops.
The cover shown originated in Mexico and was put in the mails

-. -
at EAGLE PASS TEX OCT 28[1862] where it was prepaid by a pair
of five cent Confederate stamps.A blockade run cover as
Mexico had no relations with the Confederate States.
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fiN't ..ORllSON t 233] BRYAN,. MOSES AUSTlN
~_ J(_-:...... Gu, MorrUolI. Bryp. BI~l ~ ~ BrTU P--,:," (Ills.. Ar­
~., ~-- bonO w.... c.u~ U..""*'tT 01 Tau Lan...,l: ".-PI! EaiJy (Aust.izI) BryaD, was B. Sltol..~. Uf....~ ef MBrya!!. (W-A.

•~~ Jeler1OD- Couoty, MbIourl, 011. Iheaia. UIUftni!7: ol T.-., I,,.); P. Gatri_
__ t Teus l.D IllJI with "C1I7 111........ a.,....~ tJ......,~ ., f Tu-i S_

n. IBn. .oo;tha~l 0 F Po _ H~ .4..-;.._ v (.~'.',); L W. Widkr
a-tlkpl'a tt, ames . ny. ., 7 (e4.), "B~If~1" Canft .. S.,.,"-_

SP fdlpe aDd at~t Bayoa uti! H~~7. xxv- h'.......).
1113', .bea they locattd at Peach Point Bryan, John Neely. John Neely Bryu.

' .. bI Bruona CollDty.1a M&reh, 1&36, fouDdu of DalIu, was born at Fayetteville, Te.-
_ bc:lu'diIl( with Josialt R.. Be;Il" to at· DesIeC. on December 24, 1110, lOll of James ud.
JdIool u.uaht by Thomas J. Pi.Ja:nm'" ....hell E1izabelh (Nrtly) Bryan. After lOme years of
~ as courier to catTY the WiIllaDl 8. varied upe.ritnCle as farmer, l&~, and lndiall
.. kttet .m.teIl. .t the Alamo from Bett'. tnrltt. he let out with .. Cherobe" COIllpL!lioll.

io Bruoria aDd Vduco. Bryan aecom- In 1139 or 1&40 to aplore the Caddo"~ to
his IlWthu 00 the RUNway Scrape'" and the south u4 west.. DeddiIII: to sttlle ill Tuu,

W rdlU1l home \isited the battlefield at San ill 1&41 be built a abiD 0110 the east N.nk of the
and mlUted ita the Tens Army u orderly Tticlty RlveT ill what~ DaIlu. Soon a few

AkJander Somnvell.·· Brya.D attended Khool other .eUler. Joined him; ed on February 26,
lata Bayou ill 1a36 and Ian and ill May, 1&43, BryaD muried the dau&httt 01 one of thex,

altend !C.alyOJl Conqe, whe~ he rnduaUd Marpret Beeman. 1D this period Bryu druKd
:.I~s. Be ~tumed to Tau and. studied law l.D lD a bucIukiD suit, broke his land with a plow made
Biuoria law of5.o:e of Willi&m B. Jad:'" IlDtil of. bois d'arc fork, aud crossed the riveT l.D a

eyal&ht elided his law studia.. SooD after COUonwood dllf;out. The fatnily lh~ mainly OJl
outhrak of the Mexla..D War, BryaD enilsUd p.me aDd com. ~ more aetllers came, BryaD took
• Bruoria volunteer c:ompaDy and was ita up a.ttle raisiDa, prartked u a lawyer, operated a

UDdu Job C. (Jack) Hay.'" eut of the feny, aDd hdped scout Indion. For yars he P\"l:
JUo GraDIk until he had to tetum home with his a lot to every !loe""ly wed couple m the \"illqe.

,St.ephezl S. Perry,'who had bKome m. His home .IIU\"ed u the first posI. offiee and the
1111&41 Bryan was elected to the Tau Lt&is1a- lirst courtroom in I>a1las. 1D 1&49 he joined thc

and aerved sO: yars in the House (1&47- gold rush to CaliforDia but returned 1OO!lo. In 13SS
tfS3) ud four yean in the Smate (r3S3-13S7). he shot aDd wounded u intosia.ud mati who had
b October, ISS&' he married Laura H. Jack., affronted hls wife and. mlstakenJy thi.nking the
daqhtu 01 William H. Jack who accompanied maD dead, lied 011 hor.eback to the Creek N.tion
... ta WuhiDgtoll., D.C...here he ~lIted the north of Fort Arbutkle. From there he drlfted to
Westen! Dhlrict of Tuu m the Thirty-fIfth Con- Colorado.nd Califorllia, wb~ he ""orked .in the
IfaI, 155'-1359· His testimony before the House mine.s. On hls return to Dallu ill 1861, he CII-
~ caUJecl. the collapse 01 the ilJlpeaebm....t IisUd in a Confederate cavalry re&iment hut wu
cue aplmt John C. W.lmus.... diJcharr;ed.in the next year because of his ilL Fol-

Brya.Il moved to Galveston in 1860 .nd operated. lowing the Civil War he .eC\"ed u • DalLu a1der-
tuIdleJ m GalftStOIl aDd Bruoria counties..Be maD and was a leader m movem(llU to return
... a ddepte to the Dc:moc:ratk National Con_ richu to the states and to promote n.il..ay con-
ftIltIon at Cbar~ton,South Carolina, in 1S60 aDd sUlldion. He died in Austin on Sepumber 14, 13l'.
• ehainDaA and spokC$lD&Il lor the dde&atlnn led IIw..o_••T: I..... Jt~1 B'-"hJ:l"'~.'n• ..
.. tho ..lit from the convention. e...". ('Ur); PIl,h, UaobI.,.• .A _,./ r;••_n.u-..., V....1III1 (._); La<-Jo C. T ....... '.,.. H.,,,,

A leader in the movement for st<:euion, Brya.n B.,..•. I ("J6); Fraak .... c.o"lr...n. H ..,~., E-I,
usodaUd hbnJe1f with O. .Y. RoberU. Geor,:e M. D~.. \"44).
lJounroy, John MarshaIl, and W. S. Oldham'" m ,I WlJ1"e Cud
calling for the election of delegates to the~ Bryan, Lewi. Randolph. Lnrris Randolph
lion COllvention.... Duriq: the war, early in 1862. Bryan, son of Cora (Le:,,';"') and MolICS Austin
JeI'enon DavG ItIlt BC)"lLD to visit the covemolS Bryan.,'" IVU hom iD Brazoria County, Tau, 011
of the TCUlS·Missluippi Dc:pa.rtment to reconcile October 2, 1555. He Craduated from Baylor Unl-
the dub betWff1l ovU and military authorities. \oersit)"- ill 1577, took a law dq:ree m ISSo, .....
When Bryan rtql>Clled activt field duty in May, admitUd to the bar on April 9, lUe, and estab-
d63, General Edmund Kirby Smith .. made him liJhtd his practice .in Houston. He became prtsi_
confidential adjutaJlt Sene-raJ. Later Brya.Il helped. dent of the Tau Bar It.Jsociation on July 3, 1901,
orpni:re the Tau Cotton Buteau. He W&.I oll'ered and was praidmt of the HOlUton Bar As!ociatioll
a place on D.vis' ,tall' aDd wl.lIlaler .ppoillted by ill 19II. Bryan married Martha J. Shepard on
Pend1etoll ~urrah·- u Tau representative.t Octobu IS, 18<}1; they bad three clilldren, Austin
the headquarters of the TraDI-Mississippi Dc:part- Conqe·- conferred the LLD. dqree on him m
ment. J9)S. Bryan died on Fehruary IJ, IUa.

After the war Bryan lived at Galveston es.t'Cpt B,.uOGU••"" W" W.. w.. .. .A....... ('~J);
for a time spent m Hot Sptinp, /t.rb.nas. He was n-- PUI, FdmLa". II, .n&.
elected to the Tes.u House 01 Represtntatives in BryaIl, Mo.ca Au.tin. Moses ."ustln Bry1II.,
ISn. 1579, and ISS" scnilll u speaW of the son of James and Emily (Austin) Bryln,"u born
Fourteenth LePslatu~ ill 1574. In May, 'S7~, he in Hercu1&DeUln, Sainte GelleviC\'e County, MiJ..
WI.lI a ch.rter lI\ember of the Tu:Illi Veteraru ~- souri, on September 25, 1517. After the death of
sodatiOll" and wu presidmt of the OrpnizatiOll James BC)'aD, Mrs. BC)'an, Witer of Stephen F.
from lig2 until his death. He ",-as aho a chaner Austin, married James F. Perry,·' ed the family
member and vice_president of the Tnu State His- moved to Tens iD 1531. BC)'u wu employed for a
toric:a1 Auodation.·- He mom to AUJtln m 1S93 time ill the store which belonged to W. W. Hunter
and died thr:~ on JII.IfIC 4, '901. He wu buried m aDd Stephen F. Austin and then _lit to Saltillo,
the State Cemetery.·- Muico, as Austin'. secretary. 1D 1135 Brya.D
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TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS.

I{ESOLl'no:\~

."fJ•

~ ·tJloll: d I.
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uai-:!, '" D. Ill"'.

• ..1. 1101l1 ., ...1, Il<-,,, tt'ul.al" II, t""I,
lAhli I"tll,.\· ll~ ~rl' "IOlJlIoOM ael "f I~f,
"1..,,1.1,,,,1.1<· 110_ ,n", 1, ,. lIf 0, I.....1 :],nr 'I
j~ ~"Iillul In "I,'N 1!"l'r"",,,llltin ~ 1<> II"
1...1ti~I:IIur ... ""d, r "hid lIel, •

:Id. 'lLal II,,· olli ..,'", '1I<ci/ip.1 ill ·n,d a,,!.
rur 'ml.lwj('a'l\l """"'1'« .....Iu'" "(11<,·
tillt,. (" if II,,)· nfl or r.,j, ll,n. "".I"
'·b,... J",tl.., 0' C'lI''''V ( ...n,,,i i., f
b"IJ,.,,, l~ ""I" 1.:.1 10 order lit <I...

I'" It t ... b 4\." II., ~,h .r.v, 1:1ouar
1~·1. a"d to It..,..i .... II" ..... 11111 ..",I" ....
e n,!nl ,,( I I' ... r~,bt-ol ... l~

n I.II111' , ,.. , forlhl" ula" ~

• lb. '" all' lhlllJeI whi"b I.... _ 1
al I" . . d .... al Ih. 1.1"" a.('(\
_I • ft·~ \to '"I 100 ." ....Iev a fa I
au "It'd _ • I r ..............,., rI.

l-l, i.cd. Tlal J"D'" 1'. 1'01... Ii> I IlO'f
,:'c"' , I t _I.,. "I> I', ..1\. boo ./Od ... 11, ..

h... ~i" 1,..11. vr<t.-. au "1....1"" of lid.
".1 ... • I"" 1'''''1'1 110,· lJ,.lro.. " ,I,,· I •
pOl" d' "I'" 1,1 "I' i, 1" ' .. ,fl' .... "f II" (, ..
:.:... i,!( Tl"l",i"nM

tbt""'. h.I.1Iot.m and lo}all} 10Tun
C<lul,i Lvt b ....· ull'lJ I.,.) il. and ..... ar.. pai
fully drjVfl' tll tb, Cllnclll,illn Ih.t b, IIId ..

p"liull." n-f".. iulI; I" ".n 110.. 1."¥I.lalulc til

exp'"" the I'ublic i"di~Datio" lIud !'rllLtct
Ih" ::Hal.. ; .,1,1 ""J... ,,oriD~ III dir",t Ibat
illdi!!ualiOll IrOIl' hilll .. ~if. aud ti,,, Ollt tb e
!"'ople bJ • l,n:t~uded prdu" lIce fDr II SlIU th .
...." Conhllll"" .•I"cb h..... ,,11 kuu...... ill
~ m.....1 I'rull'! Ii." altaiL...d II"", Ilh II
• ~""C uf Ih. 1..-l$i laturu lIf II ,," "Ial"..

f' _0 ~I.""",, ar It IL ""hoC "' ....
lhal tlto- 4....vc _ w, I .,.1 I... I b·

re 1t•.:;.. lb, .I,J II,., Ib~ 'l...nlauC'Otl ..r
f , of I"," I ....1<, II fin Ib.. r " ...

"'f~'fl"!!1,I~', _h..,............,rtall" ......
10' II"'U": ""! """,...,,.nd "fI'rct 10 b r. 1
..... ,IL 1-'11, .1 ( •• l... ,ltl' luum .• Iter..

lJJ ~1~'1' " l."fu", I. r tI, pl." 1'1;
I' 'I,·J b." Ollr ,i~l.. r l'QU'd~· "f Harr,.
ll"tI r..eN"",.".1 it r"r adoption b' "l1lb,
{'""uli.. i" lil<· "Iall·. '1'hi, I,ll,,:.... "..1
f"tt 10 !'.v 11... h.1 I" .. i 1'1<' r".,,1 ul ill"M. "1'1" lit'

h! be B, fn,· (llIn, "bj.elion '" anV Ihal Ca"
be ou i .. d 1>., \l". ",oril ... r bo';1 i IInl ~Ia"
li.lly 11, .....10 e .' I], ,he 01" l'r..~ 11<01 1.\

m.. o( lh. d'.hng ,1,nI", n lIf Tr•• i~

ClIunl." . 100'\ III 1 'd<l'l bl" '. lit "Il" , 1 r... ·
.Jf'd ..b'eb b.... 1_0 .lJ!Qi:e,~l. D•• ' el
... II. ", <: I, rI. D.... I.l., purr aool
po......... , h COtllpale<!( "0 ..

a t ° d.... ,h"l I r "I f" ~I

b.n I td 1....... 1 ,••1 Ii
~alin

U.... I I,. ""1 tLenf...... b~ II .. I ~e'!o
,il,. "f "IlIe 'ullf milan, f a,·t'lIl' 1... ,,,1t
a, "1"".1 "-" thO' 1.<:'OI'I r th, .. 10,,1.. "'til.

a' 'I'~' h at \., ilol " ulu..nlly "!'I".I

Th" 1I;t".IIO f tbe "'!.al.e 01 T~11h. n

11.., rr~.,tlt unh"l'f'l' U,ill:~lIdn 11.al p~
n the eoulIl.y. j ,11l[,r~lIt frow thaI Ilf her

.....,ulh"rll .i.t~"'. ThO' p"q".ttat;oll (If ..
"'ltht'HI ,""l 1I;r<..~ ""t'a,;:-'· by " .trldl)"

:;"rthern .~C\i<:"l.l r,,~iD.ullinlo( u it i.
to 11", hOD". aud "'''IJ.~ill!! a. it i~ I'" lh.
...,lfare of the ,IIHdlOldiol!: ~tat..-<itRl."d.
,f 11,,,,,. all .lil<..... "tern alld pr<''''pt r~ iet
ane". R"",oll:niZlu, thi. r."L an,1 ~.\ p•.
tb.;nll; w'lb II,., poeoopl. ",r tl,.... t.h lb.
v ...,,,,",,,,,, (If a".dy .11 of th..... r
;:.1... leP. h.... COI,r.,n ..J ,_",it Lr~.I.t.r.....
.. ben: .. r"ll "'.. _ar-" to ....mb
-heno, aD ll[; ..en lu th.ir p;eur1. 11"."" ..1
their ",pia. alld la ... (ul ...."" "f "Xpl".

2 Ib..i. _ Ie ,r th .. imI",n", III ae
.., ergoeK)" aD<I of con.uiling •• t., 110.. mod•
,.r mr..ling ,I 0",. U.....t .. ,,·••1, j I.i

I""N) in lh'l J"nelnre, DlIt oDl~- rl ..pri" ....
or <mr rilfht I" u"" III .. m."hin~ry "fth .. 10;1.'"
(.o..frnmf.llt, f"r ll", puhlic ~af",~· lI"d 0.
fcncf. bul it 1I10u A"hi.d~ Ih.. 1'''''1,1,· "f

'I'ex"" 10 th .. AU'l'ici"n IILr"ad of cuI paLl" il"
r!ilf...ren"", to tbeir ri"'ht>o. if n'" a clIllIpl;'- t.1
..-,th her ..n..,i.... The .[>Ur.tallIHlU' in.lig
natioD .lI;aiB.t Lin..ln·1 eledillD in.o ",.,,~

'" Dli... of'h.... '.I ia ••"ffj.i ' ",n •
ti"n of Ott' elti.~ f " Ilh:b h.tll, at
I_~ hut-I!" imlD..dial ._mhlotllr ..r Ih..
Lat:watur.. allla' tLe"all vi tl (,,,,_
.._li ..... ref,:.e<t"a'n....._1 be.',
a~J "lIe"u'II>I..1 fn"D,u III '_I.e
~lak of II, ....., til \\ h.. 11 tLtoo ''l! l
~I.I t·, ....' ,I••• beth.. , f, ' 1.....0<1 or ."11 'Ot_
lune to the :'1.1.<0 hall h..." f'll O. and .~
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By unit'!" or til(' ('PlIllllittcc or :-:ali·t.\ alill ('lIl'1'l·""pOllcll'lIl·t·.

GUY M. BRYAN,
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FORT CLl1RKTEXAPR. Post Office established August B,1861 in
Kinney County. Discontinued May 5,1873. The fort was establ­
ished June 20,1652,located at the present town of Bracketville.
It was occupied by the Confederates in 1861 and reoccupied by
the Union troops in 1866. Finally abandoned by the military in
1947.

CAMP HUDSON TEXAS March 19th 1860 Post Office was established
August 8,1857 in Kinney County. Discontinued November 5,1866.
The fort was established June 7,1857.Located near the town of
Del Rio on the San Antonio-El Paso road. Abandoned April 12,
1868.
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FORT INGE,TEXAS.The post was established Mar.13,1849 on the Leon
River near UVALDE, TEXAS, at the point where the San Antunio-El
Paso road branched off for Eagle Pass.It was occupied by the Con­
federates during the Civil War and reoccupied by Federal troops
in 1866. The post office was established in 1853.The name was
changed to UVALDE in 1857 although the fort was not abandoned un­
till Feb.28.186,9.The cover above was postmarked at "Fort loge Texl
June 23/54", Cover below at "UVALDE TEX OCT.6[1859]Uvalde was a
stage station on the San Antonio-San Diego mail route which was
commonly know as the"Jackass Mail"
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FORT STOCKTON,TEXAS. Post Office established as CAMP STOCKTON in
Bexar county - later to Pecos County - May 19, 1859.Changed to FORT
STOCKTON January 14,1879. The fort was establ i shed March 23,1859
at the present town of Fort Stockton,- Abandoned by the military on
June 30,1886.
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CAMP RICE - FORT HANCOCK TEXAS

This post \fas established as CAMP RICE on June 9,1882, on the Rio
Grande River in El Paso County. It was abandoned by the military
on June 12,1895. The Post Office was established as Camp Rice on
April 15,1884 and changed to FORT HANCOCK on May 26,1886. It is
now the town of Fort Hancock and still operating under that
name.
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FORT GlUFFIN,TEXAS. The post was established July 31,1867,near the
Clear Fork of the Brazos River, in Shackelford County. It was aband­
oned by the mill tary May 31,1881. The Post Office was establ i shed Mar.
17,1867 and finally discontinued October 23,1943.

FORT ELLIOTT, TEXAS. This post lias established on February 3,1875.
It is located near the present town of Mobeetie close to the
head ....aters of Sl'1eetwater Creek in Wheeler County. It ,(as anancJon-
ed by the military on October 1,1890. The Post Office was
established on January 16,1878 and discontinued April 19,1880.
Cover below was used July 13,1878.0n1y 3 covers reported from
this fort.
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FORT McKAVETT was established March 14,1852 on the San Saba
River in Menard county,Texas.The post office was established
at the post in 1854 .Abandoned on March 22,1659 and occupied
by Confederate troops during the Civil War.Reoccupied by
Federal troops on April 1,1668. It was rebuil t by Col. Ranald
S.Mackenzie and then abandoned June 30,1883.post Office
operates today as the town of Fort McKavett.
Cover bears the 3 cent stamp of the 1869 issue, postmarked by
the type I handstamp - Mar 15 - no year date - 1870 t S.
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FORT DAVIS,tEXAS

The cover above was carried by WELLS,FARGO & CO.
from San Antonio,Texas to FORT DAVIS in October
1887.
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ADAMS EXPRESS CO./BROWNSVILLE/'rEXAS [NOV. 20.1865. This was the original
express that AlvinAdams started in 1840.operating in the eastern states.
Not to be confused ..... ith Adams & Co~s California express,which failed and
went out of business 1855. Following the Civil War Adams expanded into
the Trans-Mississippi West.The cover above originated at Matamours,MexicQ.

TEXAS EXPRESS COMPANY was owned by the SOUTIIERN EXPRESS CO. and operated in
Texas. The B/L is fot 1 baxdelivered to Haj.Genl.J3enjamin Henry Grierson,
commanding the 10th U.S.Cavalry, ..hich vas stationed at Fort Concho,Texas
in 1878.
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