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TRES PIEDRAS,
TAOS CO.NEW
HEX.JUL 81884,

Type I postmark
and earliest
use by Dike.

gEV. S. W. CURTIS.

RANCHES OF TAOS
N,HEX.JUL 21890.

Type IV postmark.
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GK~ER/IL MERGMA~DISE.
Gr In, '1 kin'l r p june

A.GU8DORF.
RA~::CROSn _£AO;:;, N. M,

T G c ,VI lc< S, '" M

TAOS COUNTY. NEW MEXICO TERRITORY

The three post offices listed above are all located in TAOS COUNTY .Of special
note is the COUNTY POSTMARK of TRES PIEDRAS as being the Type I postmark of
that post office. From 1820 to about 1850,the village of Taos was the winter­
ing hadquarters for the fur trappers in the southern Rockies. It was at Taos,
on Tuesday morning, Jan .19,1847 I that the Pueblo Indians and Mexicans began a
bloody reval t against the Americans, in which Gov. Charles bent was murdered.
SEE ARMY OF THE WEST MASSACRE OF GOV. BENT in this collection.
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THE WESTERN MAlIS

•
( ,

ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL

COUNCIL GROVE,K_T. Located in MORIS COUNTY on the SANTA FE
TRAIL. Post Office was established on February 26,1855 while
in Wise County.It was the site of a council with the Osage
Indians in August 1825,to secure treaty rights for freighters
through the Indian country to Santa Fe. In 1827,Kit Carson cut
the name "Council Grove" on a buffalo hide and nailed it to the
Charter Oak, under which the treaty was signed.Thus the name it
bears today. There was also a tree called the Post Office Oak,
which had a cache at its base where letters could be left to be
piCked up by parties going "that way". For years it was the
last place where supplies could be obtained before Santa Fe.
In 1857 there was a store called "Last Chance" ,which still
stands today.
Cover above bearing a three cent of the 1851 issue was used on
postmarked "Council Grove K.T.Dec 15"·no year date but 1855
or later. Cover below used in the 1870 period.
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COUNCIL GROVE ON THE
SANTA FE TRAIL June
13th 1848.
Letter carried back
to theHissouri River
by Hili tary Express
or a returning supply
train and placed in
the mails as per post­
mark a t "West Port Ho/
June 24th" and rated
"5" cents collect.

-
• •

"Council Grove June 13th 1848"

"Dear Brother I snatch afew moments from other urgent duties in order
to inform you again'of my whereabouts. We moved from the Ft {Leaven-
worth] on the 20th ult,& arrived as above on the 1st inst - distance 150
miles - The country we have traversed is beautiful in the extreme,but not
sUfficiently timbered for purposes of general agriculture & improv~ments.

We have passed through the "Stockbridge, Dela ..are, Sha..anee & are no.. among
the Kansas tribe of Indians, wh{ ich] last gave their Big - "War dance" afew
days since, & such a sight as mortals could never conceive of much less
believe,except it could be seen - I will not attempt a description but if
ever Providence permits us to meet again of this & many other things I will
give you a fUll acct. Ive have lain at this place Eleven days & take up
the line of march tomorrow. The weather has been cool & pleasant most of the
time - the Climate very salubriaus - I am in good health & more fleshy then
when I left home. I was disappointed in not hearing from you a second
time before leaving the fort,but hope your letter my reach me soon, Matters
of business ami ted in my last I am compelled for want of more time still to
omit,but am anxious to & will put them in your possession as soon as possible
I feel very anxious to hear from you & hope you will write as often as you
possibly can (my letters come free) Ere this reaches its destination the
thought occurs,you may be a married man, if so I wish you & yours the full
realization of all your fondest hopes & brghtest anticipations - Me thinks
I can almost see & love her now & I can love her who loves my brother & forever,
& in such event will feel that I have not lost a brother, but gained a sister/
You ~'ill be pleased to learn that I have an appointment. I was appointed Ass­
istent Surgeon on the 5th inst of Detachments on one Battallion & two Regi­
ments - Some 300 or 400 men at present, but wh[ ich] ,when other Detachments
now on the march join us will probbilly amt to several hundred more.There is
about Nine hundred Troops moving to Mexico on this route this spring,all
recruits for diffrnt Regiments & Battalions, how large a band of us will fin­
ally be together will not probally be determined until we reach Fort Man, 250
miles further on. The tenure of my office is in common ..... ith all the off­
icers except one or two (until we join our respective bodies in Mexico), we
are what are called Lanch Officers. SUbject to yield to our superiours in
office in that country & whether we get any extra payor not is in the descre­
tion of the high functionaries of Government in that country, but expect it
r for myself I intend to have it, The duties are not very arduous at present
having but about 15 patients to attend daily.1 ride in the shade & of course
have nothing to do with any other duties than those oppertaining to my call­
ing - I have no time to add more, wri te as often as you can - every time you
can snatch five spare minites - for it costd nothing & you cannot concieve
how cheering it would be to hear frqrn you often, - I get no news of any kind
neither can qet any, Your aff Bro. forever E.B.Bateman



Batem'ctn writes .to is father that he left Fort Leavenworth the 20th of May.That he
has been "appointe'd 'Assistent Surgeon' to Detatchments of one Battalion & two
Regiments in all numbering about 300 men." .. It is 650 miles from here to Santa Fe
... This has been a pleasant encampment, good water & bath"ing,plenty of fine Mulber­
eies & Strawberries & surrounded by Indians (Kansas) whose character I have had a
good opportunity of studdying. They gave thir 'war dance' afew day.s since at which
.there was a large assembly .... we have divers verbal rumors about peace & war, but
nothing to be depended on.The general impression with our officers is that Mexico
will reject the Treaty - about 75 miles will bring us to the borders of the Comanches
& about 50 within the limits of other hostile Tribes - most of the men appear eager
for a brush [with the Indians] but the officers say there is little probabilty of
having any short of Mexico"."

•

Letter placed in the Post Office as per
postmark at westport Mo June 22 1848.
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Plain. - Council Grove,
One hundred & fifty odIe.

froa Ft. LeaTOl1worth june l3th/48

Dear Father.

My letter fro. Pt Leavenworth JIOU have no doubt rece!ved

betore thia. I intend to ha...e written to you acain before now bu.t hAve

h.d no po••ibl. chance. We left the Fort on the 20th of May & arrived

•• above on the (irat ot thi. aonth havinc been out twalye da,... & ••

you perce!ye anr•••d but little aore than tw.lve ail•• per day. The

country betw.en here fI tort i. without exception the ..at beautiful. I

have ever ••en •• but tiaber i • .cares we &,enorally had plenty of ...ter

of cood quality the weather he. been cool & pl_eant with the exception

of' at., day., the nipt. are very cool the at-08Phere i. the "at pure

& healthy J: have ever breathed. J: aa in cood health & _r. fleehy than

when I left the Stat.a, but there baa been .uob a1ckn••••.,nc the Troop.,

aweine in a creat a ••are how.....r to thier i.-prudence - no death. have yet

occured You will be pleased to learn that I have reed. an appoj,nt.eaent • I

w•• appointed "A.d.tent Surceon" to Jletachaent. ot one Battalion & two

Reeiaonte in all nuaberinc abo~t 300 aon, (with the probability whon other

Troop. ahall join lUI of the nWlber beine n_rly doubled) on the 5th of thia-
the appoint-ent only hold. in co.-n with all the officer. (except one)

until .uch ti•• a ••• _y join our reapective co.....nd. in Mexico - a.

Lauch Otticer•• My dutl•• at pre.ent are not hard havinc only about fif-

teen Patient. to attend to daily. :I of cour•• hav. no other dutie. to

perlo... except tho•• connect.ed with .,. profe.non & ride ••• in the ahade

a~l the ti•• :I choos.. OWeina to the peculiar tenure by which "Lanch

Otficer.1t hold, it .apea•• ia in the discretion of the hip functionari••

of Go raent w ..... whether they .et extra payor not - tho ve expect it,

at l t :I do. We ahall leave here to.-orrow harina r ...ined 11 dayaJ 6' I

leave thi. letter here to be .ent by the fint opportunity. It i. 650

ail•• fro. here to 3aDta Fee &0 ~u..et inc~ude both the hot & dry ....eon.
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"Fort Han. Indian Territory
half way to Santa Fee JUly 2nd 1848"

Dear Father We arrived at this place on yesterday after a toilsome march of
400 miles from fort Leavenvorth. The weather most of the time has been cool &
pleasant with occasionally a refreshing Shower. This is situated upon the
Arkansas River a beautiful stream which has its rise in the mountains & which
is truly refreshing to the weary traveller. Not much of importance has occur-
ed on our journey there has been considerable sickness but no deaths - An adv­
ance company had an engagement with some Comanche Indians afew days since which
resulted in killing several of the Red-skins without loss on our side - the par­
ticular division to which I belong was some distance behind & I was with them in
charge of the Hospi tal Wagons which place my duties require me to occupy. We
have a report in camp that peace is made, but have recd.no counter orders & aft­
er a day or two's rest will resume our march - the probability is in any case
that we will go on as far as Santa Fee tho we may not. I was much disappointed
in not getting a letter from you & others by the rear divission of our Troops
which left Ft Leavenworth about 10th of June & which overtook us two days ago.So
that I have never reed. but one (your first letter) - The entire force & trains
are now all here (with the exception of one small company & its train) & looks
large, about 400 wagons & near 1000 men in all including Teamsters - We have
plenty of Buffalo meat - of which there are countless numbers upon the plains ­
Also Elk - Antalope & Hare [Rabbi ts ?] - I believe that if I have seen one Buffalo
I seen one hundred thousand at one view. My health has materially imporved & is
now good. I must close here for my duties are arduous & leave me very little time
for anything else. I write as usual upon my Knee in Tent siting up[on] a Knapsack.
I sincerly hope this may find you enjoing health & the other blessings of life
that you may be preserved in peace & safety by a kind Providence & are permited
again to meet at no distant period - Please give kindest regards to sisters Bro­
thers & frinds & wri te to me soon. /Your ever aff. son/(5,$". :tJS~

-I wrote to you at Counc~l Grove/ .
Direct to / E, S, Bateman M D /Missouri Infantry Volunteers /Coln. Eastons Batta­
lion/Santa Fee New Mexico"



"My Dear Brother I sieze a few passing moments,as we have just met a Train
for the States I again to inform you of my where abouts - we are still on the
great plains Slowly wending our way to the point of our destination - have been
among the mountains several days & enjoy a delightful cool atmosphere, nights
very cool - we cross a branch of the Rocky Mountains runing down into Texas, in
which State we have been traveling since we left the Semirone [Cimarron River]
but are now within 25 miles of the Mexican line & 40 miles from the first & most
northern Spanish settlement called "Hagus" [Las Vegas? J - our march has been
tedious & toilsome in the extreme, the weather unusualy dry·insomuch that the
mules & oxen have greatly sopherd [suffered) for forage & water & many of the
latter perished - occasionally the men have also suffered but more for lack of
quality then Quantity as it has often been so highly impregnate with mineral &
Earthy solutions as to be positively Medicinal.we have however lost but one man
who died of "Congestive Fever" & will be burried at this place to day.This is a
beautiful romantic place 120 miles from Santa Fee in a mountain pass & the fin­
est springs I have ever seen. We have had very little fuel for the lastfive weeks
but Buffalo Excrement [dried Buffalo chips] but now we begin to corne to little
groves of Pine & cedar - last night the men cooked supper wi th real old fashion­
ed Pine wood [1 can almost smell the aroma as 1 type this;Editor). We heard of
the ratification of the Treaty of Peace at Fort Man but had not there nor have we
yet any counter orders wh[ ich) must come to us through the commander of our batt­
alion who from last accounts was in Chiwawa [Chihuahua,Mexico) - we will go to
Santa Fee at least & there probably either be dischd. or marched to fort Leaven­
worth - nearly all the man wish dischd. there & I would much prefer it myself.
I have not heard a ,vor<,. from you nor anyone else since leaving the fort but recd.
(very thankfully) the Paper [newspaper] sent -at Ft Man,it passd round camp &
was read with great egerness - please send me others & write me at Santa Fee. I
intend to write father by the same convegance but will not have time Shall
not pobably write again to you before I reach Santafee ... '&:$~ y..-....

*************************** ~

As stated in the letter, it was carried by a returning wagon train and placed
in the mails at INDEPENDENCE MO AUG 19 [1848] At St. CHARLES MO. AUG 26 it was
forwarded as pe"r postmark to JacKsonville, III and rerated 10 cents - 5 plus 5.
WAGON. MOUND is one of the historic land marks on the Santa Fe Trail.
The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was ratified by the Mexican Congress May 25,
1848. Vera Cruz was returned to Mexican con trol on June 11,1848.
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TIlE BA TEHAN STORY

santa Fee N.l>:~xico

Aug. 26th 1848
Dear Brother ~ewton.

I sieze afeli moments at tpn oclock this evening to ,...ri te
are.,., line.::s as opportwli ty offers to send it to the Sta tea , u perhaps
directly to you by a gentleman who leaves in the morning. Our Battalion
arrived from below about a week since together ,dth other troops. Detatch­
ments of wh(ich), howerver *-WB9.~6~aRa- have been arriving every fe~ days
for about two weeks & I under~tand all are now up from that region & the
last of wh(ich) took their d~parture for the states afew days since leaving
but about 150 men (Draggoons) to garrison this place, a number far too
small, it is expected hOllever that CoIn ''/ashington ( the Governor appointed)
lIill brin&, with him some three coms. of regulars - meantime, &> without delay
an effert will be made to emhoddy some coms. of citizen soldiers with a view
to our mutual protection &> Gafety, as r~ors of a contemplated revolution
are already rife in the city causing some tofeel ill at ease & others
perhaps to leave - it cannot be denied that ill feeling has Lecn engenderd
in the heart of some Hexicans, but with few exceptions I believe ":t is
oweing to the wanton abuse of the american soldiers, otherwise the ma~s are
unquestionably satisfied with thler present situation, for all know &> admit
the war has been money in their Pockets, even to the very making of many.
About 40 of our Detacht. took thiel' discharges here, some to remain &> others
to go home on their own hook; the remainder aretobe disbanded at Independenc
I reed. mine on the 23rd inst, have taken an office &> cOmQenced the Practice
of Hed - with fair prospects of doing well; I deliberated much before ion.dn,
this conclusion but finally co..p{cluded I was ought tobe better paid for the
trouble & labor of the campagine than I have yet been, (as I recd no extra~

pay) & believe by jUdicious managment it can be made to coae in course of no
great while. The fact is, this is a great field, comparatively unocupied, al
professional men & mechanics by good management can do well, there are seve~

1 Lawyer some of wh(ich), are yOWlg &> green, but all are making money, but
the field most ample of all & the one to wh(ich) I have --- an eye in veffer
ence to future is mat£'Lnony - ani genteel 1....,..11 behaved man, possessing
cowuon sence can mary rich, if he is mind to take one of castel1ial1. blood fJ
I ruust say those llho are unmarried are equaly as fair ff generaly much
sopirior '.0 feature f/ form to the of (Ntuericanots) I could .utary almo,
any day one with fi~e Thousand in gold &> silver, but she has one child fJ
besides I can do better, for I have one in ,~ew, a days ride distant wh(ich)
I am going to nee at liesure who has twentyfive thousand ready money. Dr.
left here for the states afew days since who had recently arrived from
Chiwawa where he went a~ assi3tant surgeon about a year since - bringing wit!
him a beautiful wife fJ 60 Thoudand in speice bedides a large real estate lef'
in that place, & he is not extraordinarily smart either.

The last letter I reed. from you & by wh(ich) I learn you have not reel
several of min~, is dated July 7th &> reached me on the l~th iost, 42 days
Also reed ooe from father same day Gated June 19th Sixty days out. I was
greatly pained t.o hear the death of m.y Neice, I fcl~ much attached to her &
her loss will be long & deeply felt by me, Also that you arc in trouble abol
matramonlal matters, but it was too aggravating not to tell what it is, when
you know how anxiou~ I am to hear enyLhing c0ncerning~ but nnw that those ti,
are uroken, I liould suggest,Ml9 I do not wish to urge) that you come put her l
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Santa F•• M.Mexico
A.... 26th 1848

it to the Stat••• " pal'hap
~

'"direct17 to 70U b7 • centl_'" who 1..". in the ..minc. Our BattaUon

Dur Brot.her Newton.

lei... • f_ ......,It••t t_ oelocJc thi.....ni... t..

writ• • f_ liA•••• opportUDit7 off.r. to _d

.rriTed fro. bal_ .bout • ".ak aiAc. topther with oth.r troop•• Datatobj;)-
tor -..out two ••·k. ft :I \D1der.t&nd all are DOW up troa that rectOD .. the ;:

r

laat of "b (icb) took their departure for the .tata• • f_ da7. aiAca ,
l ..n ... but .bout 150 _ (Dr._n.) to prrieon tbi. plac•• a n_er f.f

~

too _11. it i .......ct.d bowe"r that ColD Va.lncton (th. Go"rnor

.ppoiAt.d) will brine with bia eo_ thr_ 00_. of racular. - .a=ntt-. "

"ithout d.la7. an .ff.rt will b...d. to _ddT eo_ co_, of citi_

.ltiera with. Yi.. to our IlUtual. protection .. .tet,.. •• J'U*)ra ot •

.,
•
-'thier <Ii.chars•• here, ••• to r_in If other. to &0 bo•• on their ownJ. ".r
"book. the rauiAd....retob. diabanded .t Ind_dano•• I recd. ain. on '1

"the 23rd b.t. haT. taken an ofUc. " co__c.d the Practic. of lied - wit!!
.~

f.ir proapact. of doi... "alll I d.liber.tad .ucb b.fore fo.-toc tbi. ;:;..

cont_latad reTOlution .re alread7 rita iA the oit7 cau.lnC eo_ tof -.1

ill at .... & oth.r. p.l'hap. to 1.." - it cannot b. denied that ill f_l­

i ... haD b.an _C_d.rd iA the h..rt of eo•• llexican•• but with f_

axo.ption. I bell." it i. owei... to the "anton .buae of the aaarican

eoldi.r•• oth.....i .. the .... are unqu••tionab17 aati.fied "ith thi...

pre.ant eit tion. for .11 kno" " .dait the " ... haD baan ..n.y iA th.i..

Pock.t to the "1'7 ,.klnc of un7. About 40 of our Datacbt. took

coneluaion but fl "'17 coneluded I " •• ou&ht tob. batt.r paid for the

trouble " l.bor of the c._c:Ln. th.n I haT. 7at b_. (•• I reed DC

extra pa7) " bali." b7 judioioua ••n.....,lt it can ba ..d. to co_ 11
•
H

cour•• of DO Ii ••t while. 'rile taot ia, thi. ia • Ii •• t field, COIIP&NUyel,.

unccupied. all prof••eionel _ " .ach.nlc. b7 _d .·n.c__t can do wall.
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Dear Brother Newton.

santa fee Sept 6th 1848.-
A 10lr Bullard leaves to day bywholl. I aend this, he .... v

get in before A, Mr James Finley, by whom also I have sent several lethera,

two of wh are to you on il'q)Ortant business. )ly 1U.in object at this writiD4

is to cet somo things .ent out if posaiblo this fall by Mr Finley. he has

Ilone in to b.,y 1lO0ds (left on the 30th ult.) and expect. to be back with

hi. coods by Uov- he hae a large House at Independance, - hi .. family live

at Wostport, & it is pos.uble he may supply himself entterly at .said

establishment. & not 110 to st Louis, as the season ia late / but it is

no ways probable, in any case however the letters will reach you in time

for any arrangement you may wish to make w.th him either at St Lollis or

Independanco in case you wiCl to cOlILe out or can send my thine-s.

What I wish is ~~ to have you send my best Dress Coat & 3lack Pants,

Shirts & collars if these are any lOad, jewelry, consisting of a large

Breast Pin & two or threu rin,,_, all the manuscript" or other DocWllent~

yOll have not or would not upon exaaination, dispose of agroeable to the

tenas of a all Phrenolollical fi papers (wh subject had

I the blank charta ) I mipt take up a leisure this winter & IIlllke a hand-

SOlie sum.)

And if you can without too much trouble come at lI.y Book. 6' papers wh,

are in Si.tera hands a. I suppose for 80 I I would like a least

all the & Seientific Books & Papel'S aent, includinll the Botanical

works complete, of .,. late wite. Also any papers of • Political or Ex­

tempare, character - Also two An.tonical Plated on Rollers & • Crani.ua:.,

the 1&t ter belonged to Wile. of Troy, but I can send hi. one in place ot

it that he would like better. A...- If you should conclude to come ( of

wh, •• yet 1 know nothine, haYing heard nothine fro. you later than your

letter in reply to the one I wrote at Council Grove ) in that cas. I

would earneatly request that all/ ay books &c of value be broUllht & that

you _upply yourself with work_ upon Nat. Phil chsmistry MineralollY &c a_

.





Santaf..... Saturday. Sept, 30th, 1848.

Dear Brother lf8'tton.

I .. tired ft out of patienc.. "ait~ to h .... r froa Y'

but I donot be1ieyeit i. your f.u1t. it i. bocauae we haTe no eatablished

..i18, no reaponaabilit,., no reaularity no nothine reliable. as to tiaa.,

in the way of getinl' news, but we indulce the hope

apply a remedy at it. ensueinc aceasion - A. y.t

that COnltl"..... will
h ....rd

I ~~~~ nothinc froa

you a. b..fore .tat..d - lat..r than your letter, in reply to ain.. written

at CoWlcil Grove. I '.r that lettera aaybe detained in the frontier Poet

Offices on scct 0' n n-payaent of po.tap to the old line, ~or a. yet in

the absence of any reeuI.ationa all letters ( except to the .~ ) are

treat..d a. foreicn & th.. po.taC" r ..quired at th.. 1a.t offic.. thro wh, th..y

Sunday Oct 1.t 1848.

I expect this wi.ll leaTe on tomorrow & probably get aero•• the Plain. in

about 20 daya. I •• at a 10.. what to writ. not harine heard fro. for

10nc a tim nor anythinc at all upon th••ubj""t of ay 1at.. letter...

'l.'he Dagurretype Opperatlon i. one that coul.d not 1'ai1 to realise a

fortune in a abort tia•• if you think of that & in order to secure an

adaquat.. know1 ..dC" of it should r ..quire until sprinC, p ..rhap. it "ould

be better to defer your departure un~l then.

I haTe attended a Prote.tant a_tinc to day ft heard preachi... the first

I haT" heard for near six aonth. ft perhaps the fir.t ._r held in Santaf....

it va. howe...ur by a c..elite ft one of feeble abilit.i.... who I learn

arrived fro. 'the State••lew days lli.nce .. vhat M. objects or .:)tive. are

I do not know .. nor do I regard it as of .uch con••qu.ce. I have .,..

idea of joininC th.. catholic ch, but shall not be in auch hurry -

I have lIOae notion ot Marryina • yolUlg pao1 ah widow with about 15000 $--...
in caah but the trouble i. abe baa cot .,ae two or three children.

/. ~nc other inducs Ft. I had for at&7inc here v•• the expectation

ft which I .til~ entertain that COncre•• will _ke ~ibera1 award. of Land.



,



M,. Dea.. Path...

I a. ao....,. I

I

not. be4lD able to h.... fro. )'0" for'_

lone • 1ot... I ha..- writ~." twice eine. I hay. reed-any anwer. I nov

b.lol\&' to the A"'7 of the U.S. and .ta..t. to da,. fa .. Mexico wh..... I expect.

to b. at.tached t.o t.h. Medical Depa.._t. of t.h.. Aray when a ..riV9d ill t.hat.
I

country, our deat;ination i. Chiwawa. W. CO fro. here' to Fort Leavenworth

by wat.... - thence acro.. the Plain. t.brouch Santa F... ftc .Iit.h th.. Troopa,

abo..t. 700 .t.ronc.

I •• actuated in tht. IIOT.-ent by alncere desire to 8.,C\lre 1IeA11. by

which I ..,. at. lea" ahow .,. aindfllln.... of aT obligation. t.o )'0" - which

I CaD n..ye.. canc..l I bllt. which I wiah to acknowledll" by .y ..x....tion. to

do what I can to ••aiet you, and under all the clrc1.a8taneea this s._.

t.o b.. the b...t. chanc.. ncm off.....d. R.lyinc upo. th....... Al*illht.,. pow..r

'"~
- aUt.houch th..y both have 101\&' b. ..I hoped t.o writ.. again to d....n ft R..t.h

ot CNce.

Q,
:r,.,,.,

which ha. hit.h...to ....t.ained _, for f ..t...... d..fenc. and .\lPport. I lP'1 and ...,
aak of Hi. who holda t.h. d.aUni... of aU in hi. hand. t.o b.. with ft .--. el..

M

.utain u.. both ft ot 70U • r_branco in .11 your prayer. &t the throne ~
l

'"

in ~ debt, but ttna will not p.~t.

It. h thoucht. th.... h a .t.rol\&' probobilit.y t.hat. ,1(./#1-1- ~H~ COIlDt....

ordere ..y b. reed - betore we leave the tort on account of th••ppro....l

of the r ....t.y - ft b. cliaband..d t.h..... - b..t. ot.h..rwi_ .,I" it. i. not. antici-

pat.od .. "ill ...t.1lI'D b..fo .... t.h. n..xt. &P..inll. I "iab Y....,. ...ch to baa..

fro. yo.. b ..fo ... 1..Yil\&' t.h.. Fort, "h..... " ....xpect. to .._in only about.

" 8 daya "hich "ill affo..d t.iae if you wnt.. witho..t. any d..lay _ ~f. b..t.

not oth....i .... My directions are •• tallow.,

Via.

Or. B.D.Bat...n
Infant...y nat.talion

Hi....uri Volunt.....r.
Fort LeaTeuworUt

<II
:t
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TIffi WESTERN MAILS

ON THE ROAD TO WAR

"Head Quarters Santa Fe N.M./Octob 151847"

-John. Riggin, Esq. . .... I suppose you are aware that we left Fort Leaven-
worth the 15 day of JUly & arrived here the 19 day of September & after a long
march of 66 days through a desert inhabited [by] those hostile bands of scav­
ages who frequent this Road for the purpose of plundering & murdering those
who are so unfortunate as to fall in there cruel hands - After we crossed the
Arkansas [river] weconsidredour selves out of the Indian Count ryand in the
Territory of Texas.The River North is the boundary - We were some....hat anused
when we came in sight of Las Vages which is the first Town in New Mexico atleast
on Route to Santa Fe - There houses are built of mud 7!s: feet high - Roofs perfe­
ctly flat covered with the same materials - At some distance we could not tell
whether it was a Town or not - it looked more like a Brick Yard than anything
else - We marched throug in Ranks - The inhabertants got upon the house tops &
in the Streets to wi tness the procession - I expect we made but a poor show
after comeing out of the Desert - I immagine that we answered Jack Falstaff
description of soldiers better than anything Else - Fandangos [dance] are all
the go in this Country - They made one that night at Vages - I had permission
to go & take 8 from our Company along wi th me - I can assure you we were highly
pleased at the exebition that night - They are the greatest dancers in the wor­
ld - There favourite dance is what they call Coone - it is a kind Of Waltzing-
we left after remaining there about 2 hours highly gratified at the performece
- population of vages [Las Vegas] between 5 & 6 hundred - We passed through some
other Towns of Some Note for Instance Tecolote San Miguel [and] Gusana - San
Miguel is considerable of a place - A great trade is carried on between that
place & Santa Fe. We were grumbling all the time because we had no wood - now we
have to much - we are among the mountains - the hills & mountains are entirely
dotted over with cedar & pine trees - The RoaCi seems impassibl all around us but
by following the Serpentine course of the road we got along much better than we
expected - Dear Sir I will now inform you that we have marching orders to El
Paso which is 320 miles from here South - we will leave for here in a Short time
Just as soon as the Quartermaster Can furnish Team & Rations - I think he will
have no difficulty in that - There is abundance here of everything - Train after
train has arrived here with a great quantity of Provision - U S [Uncle sam?]
has no Idia that the war will last for Sometime yet - It will continue yet for
seme time no doubt - I will now inform you that Santa Fe is considerable of a
place - the Town is about 8 miles in circumferance - houses built of mud - The
main Plaza is in the center of the ci ty about 300 feet square - there is 3 Catho­
lick Churchs & the Relic'S of 3 or 4 more old delapitated Churches that were
one (once] venerable Edefices but now the cankering worm of time has deminished
their beauty very much.Lieut.Col Boyakin of Marion County who is now at Toas
75 miles North of this place in command of 3 companys of Mounted Mo (Missouri]
Volls has been recalled back - he will take command of this post in absance of
Col Newby his highness Col E WB Newby * is very unpopular with his Reg.
- five Companys of our Regt will go with Newby & Lieut Col Easton with his Batt­
alion from Mo.will go along - a part of Col.Ralls Regt has already gone to El
Paso - I have to conclude for want of room - I hope that a kind Providence will
Bless you in all your efforts Thos McDowell"'

******** ••••• ** ••• * •• **
* McDowell gives a good description of Santa Fe and other towns along the way

to the war in Mexico.and of special interest is the ::::omment that Col.Newby,
who is in command .is very unpopular". See Snyder Letter for Col.Newby's
expedition to the Navaho country in this collection.
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SANTA FE TRAIL 1850

·Camp near Old Fort Hann Arkansas River
Sept 3d 1850·

Dearest Mother We did not march but 100 miles above the Crossing before we met
Col Sumner [Edwin Vase] coming down, and we all faced about and have been camping
along the River,until now we are encamped twenty miles below the Crossing[of the
Arkansas River).An express mail from Leavenworth reached us to-day.Our provision
train which left there about the 1st of August will be up to us in a few days and
then if I get no letters from home I shall believe I am forgotten.The express mail
brought me one letter from home The new post will be located near here.The
tools etc for building it are coming, and the company of the 6th rnf'y which is to
bui ld· i t is now under my command. Its Capta in , Brevt Lt Col Hoffman[ Wi lliam] , wi 11
not be here yet awhile and possibly I may be left behind with the company until he
relievs me. But I hope not. On the contrary I hope to go in wi th Col Sumner and our
Battery,which will start back by the 20th of this month. This letter will be
carried by a train of empty wagons now passing from Santa Fe.Our expedition is
pretty much of a failure,as all the Indians hostile to the Americans,except the
Comanches ,have gone up into the mountains. So we have had no fighting to do.To day
Col S[umner] held a council with some of the Chiefs of two tribes, which was an im­
posing farce & humbug in both sides.The train which came from Santa Fe to-day
brought the news that the Comanches had carried off 82 American mules on the Santa
Fe road, belonging to Dr Connelly's [Henry,Gov.N.Mexico Terr.] near Cedar Creek.We
have been trying but without success to bring this tribe to counciL .... 01

The balance of is on personal matters. signed/ OI Aland Ol

The writer may have been a non-commissioned officer - sargent?
FORT MANN was in Apri 1 1847, in wha t was then unorgan ized terr i tory, known as the
"Ind ian country" . Loca ted on the Arkansas, about eight miles west of Dodge Ci ty,
Kansas;twenty five miles east of the Cimarron Crossing of the Arkansas River. It
was abandoned in 1850 and replaced by Fort Atkinson,about two miles west of Dodge
City,as related to in the letter. Built by the 6th Infantry under Captain William
Hoffman,who became a major 1851,Lt.Col.1860,Brig.Genl.1865,died Aug.12,1884.
Letter was carried by an Army wagon train to INDEPENDENCE MO SEP 26,as per postmark
and rated "10" cents in red ink.
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COVER above bears
the earliest post~ark

of FORT W1SE.
COVER below bears the
earliest postmark of
the type I hands tamp
of FORT LYON.

\.BIg

F;'~ eJNT's FORT WISE,C.T.?ost Office was established on
NO.l(WISE} /ORT N W Sept. 5,1860 while in Kansas Territory.lt1s

s ... name was changed to FORT LYON on Aug.2, 1862.
RT The fort was built in 1860 and" first named

Fort Fauntleroy and then changed to Fort Wise.
It was located next to Bent1s New Fort on the

north bank of the Arkansas River on the Santa Fe Trail.FORT LYON (~Q.I) was abandoned
on June 9,1867 because of river floods.lt was relocated,by the present FORT LYON (No.2)
about half way between Ft.Lyon No.1 and La Junta near the present town of Las Animas.
SEE MAP ABOVE FOR LOCATIONS).The Post Office was discontinued Dec.26,1889 and the mil­
~tary turned the fort over to the Dept. of Interior on Jan.20,1890.Today it is i U.S.
Veterans H05pital. It was at Fort Lyon that the celebrated Kit Carson died on :-Iay 23,
1868.

MAP above shows the
location of the forts
on a portion of the
Santa Fe Trail. The
Arkansas River is out­
lined in blue.
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SANTA FE TRAIL

.

FORT ZARAH,KANSAS. The Fort was established September 6, 1864.
Located east of Walnut Creek, about three miles from its confl­
uence wi th the Arkansas Ri ver, three miles east of the town of
Great Bend,on the Santa Fe Trail.Mostly used to guard the trail,
provinding mili tary escorts both east and west. Named for Maj.
Henry Zarah Curtis. who was killed in Quantrell' 5 Baxter Springs
massacre on October 5, 1863.The post was abandoned by the military
on December 4,1869.
POST OFFICE was established in Marion County as KIOWA on April 8,
1864. Name was changed to FORT ZARAH April 28,1865 and discont­
inued JUly 6,1871. Site is now in Barton County.Cover shown is
one of two known - August 2,1865.
ClHARRON,KANSAS. Post Office was established in Foote County
on March 28,1878 and later to Gray County, Kansas. Located on the
Arkansas Ri ver, about sixteen miles west northwest of Dodge ci ty,
on the Mountain Route of the Santa Fe Trail. Cover shown was used
on April6,1885.
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THE WESTERN MAIIS

TUBAC,ARIZONE TERRITORY.
TUBAC A.T.Dec 9. The post office was established on February 21,1859,
while in Dona Ana County, New Mexico Terri tory. It became part of the
Arizona Territory on February 24, 1863.Tubac was an Indian village
and was first garrisoned by the Spanish in 1752.The flags of four
nations - Spain - Mexico - Confederate States and the united States­
have flown over Tubac.Cover shm·m was routed "via Santa Fe" about
1863-65.The sketch of Tubac was made by J.Ross Browne in 1864.
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MOUNTAIN ROUTE SANTA FE TRAIL

WILLOW SPRINGS, NEW MEXICO TERRITORY. Post Office was establi­
shed in 1877 and discontinued in 1879. it was located near
the town of Raton, on the Mountain Route of the Santa Fe Trail.
Cover shown bears the only handstamp postmark and is the earl­
iest of only two known - March 16,1878.
CIMARRON, NEW MEXICO. Post Office was established in 1861. Loca­
ted about 38 miles south southwest of Raton,on the Mountain Route
of the Santa Fe Trail in Colfax County. Cover shown was postmarked
on October 12,1879 and is the latest of Type V of only two known .

..
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A"D CARRYING
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LAKE VALLEY,HILLSBORO & KINGSTON
STAGE & EXPRESS COMPANY

Tots was a small feeder line connecting King­
ston with the railroad at Lake Valley, New
Mexico. Cover postmarked at KINGSTON Jan.8,
1888 and backs tamped MORA,N.MEX.JAN 11 l888.
See ~ap for route marked off in red.
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TIlE WESTERN MAILS

tI Camp seven miles above Bent's Fort
On A=kan~llfi Riv('r' July 12th Jf\flO

Sir - I have the honor to make the following report of a scout made by a detachment
of 20 U.S.C3valry under my command in compliance with instructions from the major
commanding on the morning of 11th lost. The detachment formed from the column at a
moments notice. marched directly north from Bent's Fort in the direction in which
the Kiowa War-Chief ltSotanke" was reported to have just fled with his family - in
all two lodges. I 500n found the trail and commenced a rapid ?ursuit. In a short
time I came in sight of them several miles ahead just as they having abandoned their
lodge-poles and other weighty articles, were prep~red for more rapid flight. t saw
that my pursuit to be successful must be rapid,and followed at full gallop. I gained
very perceptibly on them, and after 2 1/2 hours from Bent's Fort during which I had
traversed 26 miles, I was just about overhauling the body of Indians when I recogn­
ised Capt Steel's Detachment who were returning to Bent's Fort from a two-days scout,
and were approaching me, directly in front of the Indians. Perceiving that my capture
of the main body would be thus anticipated by the unexpected presence of Capt Ste01es
detachment, I turned to the right in order to catch some scattered warriors who hav­
ing separated from the main body were likely to escape in that direction. I had not
proceeded far however till I saw that part of Capt Steele's command having mistaken
my Detachment for Kiowas were coming after us at a charge, to avoid this I had
already had several (bugle) calls sounded but they were not heard. They recognized us
on nearer approach, and coming up the two clumns saluted each other with a shout and
jOined in pursuit of the common foe.
My horses though much jaded by the hard run did well,and the last warrior killed was
mortally wounded by Sergt Occleston of my Detachment, who after both he & the Indian
had left their horses exhausted, kept up the chase on foot. Two w3rriors W2re killed
and one Squaw taken prisoner, in this p~rsuit two squaws mounted on the fleetest
ponies escaped.
Pvts Jno.Smith (lst)Co"G" and Ferdinand Schwartz Co F 1st Cavy of my Detachment recei­
ved sever but not dangerous wounds.
Finding furthe~ pursuit fruitless and that Lt Bayard lad received a sever arrow wound
in the face, I rallied the men in advance and conducted him safely back a distance of
six miles to Capt Steele's camp, as he belonged to that Detachment, though not of my
command. I deem it proper to add my testimony to the gallant bearing and personal
daring he displayed.
Sergt Wm Occleston Co "Gil and Corp'l Geo S.Newman Co K 1st Cavalry deserve special
commendation for their gallantry and good conduct throughout. Every man in my detach­
ment proved himself every inch a soldier. rhe sixteen women & chilren,and 20 or 30
ponies captured by Capt Steele's detachment would have been in veritably captured
by my party. I have since learned that Sotanke was not with this band 3t the time but
that the two warriors killed were his brother & son, and the Squaws were his.
As I joined Capt Steele at Blackwater the remainder of my scout is embraced in his
report. I reached this -camp at 8 P.M. without the loss of a man or a horse."

Most respectfully,your obbsvt/ J.E.B.Stuart/lst Lt.lst.Cav./Comdg
To Lt J.A.Thompson/Adt oflMaj Sedgwick's column."

*************************

Heitman reports thiS engagement in his Historical Register &Dictionary of the U.S.
Army,Vol.2 as :"July 11 Blackwater Springs,near Bent's Ford,Nebr.Detachs F,G,H & K,
1 cav;detachs C & K, 2 dragoons". ObViously it should be B~nt's Fort,Kansas T':!rrit­
ory. Kansas didnot become a state until January 29th 1861 and Colorado February 23,
1861.
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IMPOIUNT EVENTS IN THE LIFt 0'

GIHUAL JAMES (WELL nOWN STUAU

I.e.,.b... I. '.f' ,•. S.'" •• d U. Ho,f••1

u. " ••fo.' u".Jry ,••d., I. U.

We" • .t•••• , •• S,.t...

114l-AIt."d,d Emory & Hlftty Coll'1I1 f., 'w• .,un.

1IS4-G..c1",',d from U.S. Milito,.., Auclomy ,t Wu' Point.

1.55--M."i.d Mill Flo•• coo~•. S.,..,d in U. S. C.",I,.,.

1I59_Aceomp."'." Lt. Col. Ro"rt E. l .. 10 H.rp.,', hfry ,n II., s.it"•• 0' Job"

".-
II6I-R••i,,,.d f..... U. So A"..y to ...... with Vir,i,,'.. hoop"- I ... t.picll, 10 ••Og••

di.,_Goll.,.1 of C....ky.

1162-M.", .pn-In"I•••• id ....vIIII lo4eCI.II,"', .,my.-fou,ht in ,II Ell'"" moj••

•"i"."'."'" P,omol.d I. t.4.jo•.Gllllr.1.

IIU-hume l ..'. ".yOI .nd ....... P,omi"."t if! Ch."CllIorl~itI. ond G.tty.b"'9

u,:,p.ig"l.

11b4--I',olocttcl l ..'. n."h in ,b••1t.cJ. by Gr...,. FouII'" Sh••id." 0\l"l'Id 9•.,1

odd, .1 Y.llo ... T.YIII'I, V•., 'l'Id ..... ",oul'ld.d Ihll', '-l.y II. D,.d ,h. /'I.d

d.y. I"ri.d i/'l Holly"'ood e.m.'."" Ric.hmo/'ld, V., A/'I .quutri./'I II.....

"'1' .r.d.d ,/'I tll.1 c.ity i/'l'I901, 10 III. m.moty of the fi9htil'l9 c.u.li.,

"J.b" Sh".ri,
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Fort Lyon
August 16th 1864

Anni.e;
We arrived here this mornin~ in safety, l\:l.ving­

passed through the worse part of the Indi.an cOWltry ,
though h'e he:!.r of their depredations ~'lll around this
post. They have been murdering many people and stealing
a great deal of property. We had an escort of soldiers
nearly all the ,.,ray, and "'ill not leave this place until
another escort is ready to go with us as far as Red
River. Thi.s Fort is 227 miles up the Arkansas river
from Fort Larned - from which place I ,,,rote to William
- and is 330 miles from Santa Fe - and 40 miles dow'n
the river from Fort Bent. The trip so far has been pl­
easant, though rather motonolls. We have travelled up
the Arkansas river 270 miles, and go 40 more before
crossing and leaving it. I think we will have to remain
here two days, waiting on the soldiers. The Indian diff­
iculties have disturbed everything out here, so that com­
munication with the states is almost entirely cut off. I
am in hopes I hrill receive a letter from you by the next
mail and by every other mail while in Santa Fe.I am anx­
ious to hear how Nelly's cough is getting, and how the
baby is. I -.m also in hopes th-.t you ,,,ill succeed in get­
ting comfortahly loc<'\ted in Aug-usta before my return.

Up to th is time I h-. vc not met a soul I ever saw
before - -.11 strangers; but all clever people. From Fort
Larned here we camped out and cooked our own g-rub - it
reminded me forcibly of my California trip. I will write
to you again from Santa Fe, perhaps from Fort Union-
If you have any news from I!o'"ard Co. let me knO\" it. Let
me know how Hother and the other folks are getti.ng along.

Yours & in haste- J.F.S.
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Bents Fort.C.T.
Friday, August 19th 1864

I have been on the road two weeks today and am yet 315 miles from Santa Fe. we
are traveling very slowly, having to wait on escorts, which we procure with
difficulty, as there are but few soldiers in this region. We reached here last
evening and will perhaps get off in the morning.

The Indian difficulties are getting worse and worse. Just now a small squad of
soldiers got here from Denver City, on their way to Fort Lyon. When about fifty
miles from here they found an ambulance and wagon, and three dead men, murdered
by the Indians. The party consisting of a blacksmith by the name of John Snyder
and wife, and two soldiers, with a four·mule ambulance, and a six-mule governm­
ent wagon were coming down here on their way to Fort Lyon when they were surpr­
ised by about forty Indians. The men were killed and the woman carried off.
Several arrows were still sticking in the dead bodies and a long lance (such as
is now in our museum) lying by, which the soldiers now have with them. These
murders are becoming of daily occurence, and the whole country is terror-stric­
ken.

Our trip, though slow, so far has been rather pleasant. There are five passen.
gers besides myself in the stage; we have plenty to eat and get along very well.
Two days travel more will take us to Red River, and then we are out of the
Indian troubles in a safe country. The bushwhackers have been very bold in this
region this summer. Their leader was recently captured and is now in jail at
Denver. His name is Jim Reynolds - son of old Tom Reynolds,and was raised in
BelleVille, and whom I knew well years ago. He will be shot. TWo brothers of his
are still with the guerrillas.

We cross the Arkansas river here and leave it. There is a very nice family, from
Cass Co, keeping the eating department of this Fort, and they set an excellent
table. There are no soldiers here - only a stage station, being the junction of
the Kansas City and Denver mail lines. J.F.S.
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LITTLE HAVEN AND WILLIAM BENT AT FORT DODGE-l8&J
Arapaho Chief Little Raven, his daughter, Colonel WiIIi,lIn
Bent, and Raven's two SOilS. The Indian on the far right is
probably the one who led the war party along the Arkansas
during the summer of 1864 when the Snyder group was mas­
sacred and Mrs. Snyder taken prisoner.

Courtay The Smll1uonlQn Ins'i'u'ion Bun.'llllu of Amtriarn E"II'ol,'::.'1

In 1864 the plains tribes waged war on the Central Overland and the Santa Fe
routes. The incident that Snyder writes about was only one of a great many
which led to the Sand Creek Massacre on November 29,1864. Mrs. Snyder was
taken captive by the Indians under the Arapaho Chief Little Raven. Before
she could be recoverd frOm the Indians she managed to hang herself. John
Reynolds and four members of his gang were brutally murdered,while enroute
to Fort Lyon for trial,by their guards. The soldiers claimed that the prison·
ers tried to escape but after they were shot their bodied were left, with the
shackles on their legs, unburied on the plains. This letter adds further proof
that the old fort was still standing and serving as a stage station in 1864.
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One of the Lal.l(hn31'ks all the Santa }~e 'l'rl1il

We are nOh' out of all danger and in 150 miles of
Santa Fe : \\'e will get to Fort Union tomorrm.. and to
Santa Fe on Saturday night. Our trip has been exceed­
ingly sImi, but oweing to the general breakin~ up of
the stations on the road, and waiting on escorts "'e
could travel no faster. We h<,\ve tr.::l.veled no ni.ght
excepting the first two out from Kansas City, and I
have had a fine opportunity to see all the country we
have come over.

At this place the crossing of the Cimerron
there is quite a settlement, principally IIIexicans,
wi.th a large mill, carding machine etc, all belonging
to HI' Lucien B.Haxwell,form.erly of Kaskaskia Illinois.
I feel better than I have felt. for a long time, and
believe in point of health th.i.s cOWltry h'ould suit
me well, but I cant see anything else about i.t so far
that does suit me at all. W'e have not heard a word of
news since leaving the States, and I presume it will be
a week or ten days before we do hear anything. as to
wha t is going on in the civilized \mrld.

I shall expect to hear from you by every mail that
comes so long as I stay here -

,
Annie:

HAX\vELL 's
SANTA FE

RANCH
TRAIL

Haxwell's Ranche N.H.
August 24th 186-1-

Regards to all
J.F.S.
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INDIAN TERROR ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL

liThe Red Skins have broke out again killing & steeling"

The letter shown on the opposite page was written by Lweis Barnum the
brother of Thomas J. Barnum, one of the partners in the Barlow and
Sanderson Company. He was the first postmaster at Bents Fort and his
wife Emma was the great-grand-daughter of Daniel Boone. Lewis Barnum
died from pneumonia, at Sangre de Cristo Pass. on January 13,1876 in
his forty~sixth year. The following letter relates the continuing
Indian problems of the Colorado and Kansas frontier in the late 18605.

Bents Fort August 17.68
•••••• Emma has been here this week & so have I &will stay unt~l Tom
gets here. he has been down to Kansas City after some mules. 40, he is
within one hundred miles of here now. if the Indians have not got him.
The Red Skins have broke out again killing & steeling all they come
across. Tom is coming with ox train. Much the safest. I am shure he
will be very cautious as he understands them quite well. at least he
ought to as this is the 3rd Indian war we have been through. We have
not seen any as yet at this place & in hopes we will not • I for one
have not lost any Indians & am quite shure shall not hunt for any. The
nearest they have been to us here is 35 miles - reported they were
quite a band of them come into new Bents fort - drove off 21 mules &
horses & killed 2 men, down on the borders Kansas they made there first
rade - killed 12 families men wimin & children. Captured 2 young ladys
ravished them to death. by what I can judge they have killed not less
than SO people & only broke out two weeks ago. Report sayes Kansas is
red hot raising up companey & going for them devles. You have but
little Idear how the People in this western countres suffer by the
Indian lovers. if thar wer not so much money in the Indian beureau the
poor Indians would not have quite so many friends, Government send out
ther cornmistoners to make treatys. Never have they made one but what
the Indians have got at least $10,000 for every white person they have
killed. I would like to have Mr Indian get after them & see how they
like it - No use of my jawing about it for it will not help the matter
one bit. I have no particular news we are running (stages) daily & have
been since July 1 - R R (railroad) is within 145 miles of this place,
Emma & baby are quite well...... Lew Barnum

Cover postmarked llBENl'IS FORT COL AUG 28" (1868). See opposite page.
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BEN!' S OLD FORT ON THE ARKANSAS

BENT'S OLD FORT was the greatest fur trading post ,west of the Missouri and Miss­
issippi rivers. It, was built by Charles and William Bent and Ceran St. Vrain
between ~828 and 1833. being constructed of adobe bricks with walls four feet

thick. fifteen feet high. and with two thirty foot round
towers.

"Here with rare tact and courage. Colonel Bent and
St. Vrain controlled a vast and savage empire. A
watch tower with cannon and constant guards. a
billard room, a bar where frosty mint juleps were
served guests, a horse-corral surmounted by grow­
ing cactus, two captive eagles. and a herd of
cattle were to linger in the minds of the weary
traveler who stopped off on his way to Santa Fe."
(Quoted from The Shining Mountains,Denver Public
Library, 1935).

Located on the mountain route of the Santa Fe Trail, in
southeastern Colorado on the Arkansas river,near the
present· town of LaJunta. This huge castle-like fort was
a stronghold of the Santa FE and Indian trade as well as
the only visible source of American strength in the
southwest where three lusty young nations. Texas, Mexico
and the United States were moving toward an inevitable
struggle for power. Before the Mexican war the Arkansas
river was the International border with Mexico.

Here William Bent kept the plains tribes in a semblance of peace and acted as
host to Stephen W. Kearny's Army of the West, which stopped off on its march to
the conquest of New Mexico and California in 1846. John C. Fremont passed by in
1848 on his disatrous expedition into the Sangre de Cristo mountains and the
high San Juans. This historic fort served as a home, work shop. and a haven of
rest to the fur trader, explorer, Indian, soldier, and emigrant. Through its
huge gate passed many of the great names of the west; Kit Carson,Old Bill Will­
iams, Thomas Fitzpatrick, ''Uncle Dick"Wooton, Jim Beckwourth, Louis Vasquez.
Lucien'Maxwell, Thomas Boggs, the Sublettes and others too numerous to mention.
The resident manager was William Bent while his brother Charles and St.Vrain
operated out of Taos and Santa Fe. Charles Bent became the first American gover­
nor of New Mexico and was assassinated by the Pueblo Indians and some Mexicans
at his home in Taos on January 19,1847.
Popular history has Bent destroying the fort after he was unable to sell it to
the government. Dr. George Bird Grinnell, in his Bent's Old Fort and its Builders~

Kansas State Historical Society,1919-l922,Vol.XV,stated that in 1852 Colonel Bent
destroyed the fort which had been completed twenty years before. That Bent had
"loaded all his goods upon twenty large wagons, each drawn by six yoke of oxen,
and moved down the river to Short Timber creek. five miles below the fort, where
he camped for the night. The next morning Bent rode up river alone and set fire
to the fort. Those who were with the wagons heard the report of the distant
explosion as the powder magazine blew up." This was told to Dr.Grinnell by George
Bent, the half-breed son of William Bent, who as a boy was with the wagons at the
time. However, George Bent was an old man when he made that statement and was
relying only on his memory.
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This was BENT'S OLD FORT built by Charles and William Bent and Ceran
St. Vrain about 1833. It was located on the mountain branch of the
Santa Fe Trail,on the Arkansas River, near present day La Junta,Colo.
It was one of the greatest fur trading posts of the west. After Wm.
Bent abandoned the post about 1649 it fell into disrepair until it
was occupied by Barlow and Sanderson as a stage station in 1861. It
was the division point for the Kansas City - Denver - Santa Fe mail
lines. A POST OFFICE was established at the fort on June 4,1863 with
Lewis Barnum as the first postmaster. It was discontinued December 2,
1873. The cover shown below bears the earliest of the two known manu­
script postmarks • "Bents Fort July 8,1865"0
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The Rocky Mountain News, on January 7,1866, published a letter to the Editor
from which the following extract is taken: "We left Fort Bent the morning of the

5th. That station Is the headquarters, or depot, of the Kansas City snd Santa Fe
Stage Company. It is the diverging point of the Denver and Santa Fe branches,
and consequently the most important station on their route. The old Fort has been
repaired; roofs mended, snd walls whitewashed. The buildings enclose the four
sides of a square; the open space, or plaza, being something like two hundred
feet square. Here are kept the extra coaches of the Co., stores, forage, etc.
There is also a blacksmith shop for repairs. It is well prepared for defence, and
has quite a supply of arms. Altogether it presents, doubtless. very much the same
appearance it did twenty years ago; being constantly on a war footing."
The following is from a letter printed in the Daily Rocky Mountain News of Denver
on January 9,1866: "This (Bent's old Fort) is a great rambling old frontier trad­
ing post; with tremendously thick adobe walls; bastions, and all the necessary
defences against Indian assault. The stage company have made it a very complete
and comfortable station."
In 1954 the Colorado Historical Society made an exploratory excavation of the
foundations of the fort which projected from one to three feet above ground.
The results were published in the July 1956 issue of the Colorado Magazine and
prove beyond a doubt that the fort was never dramatically blown up and destroyed.
In the report,Mr.Charles L.Seeley who visited the fort in l877,is quoted as
follows:

"There is one curious thing about this story of the blowing up of
Bent's Fort, namely, that none of the old time cattlemen and early
settlers who came in after Bent moved out ever believed it. The fort
was still standing when they came, and was used for many years as a
stage station until the arrival of the railroad. I have talked with
a good many early settlers, and the most plausible version of the
story I can get is that Bent wanted to destroy any powder remaining
at the fort, whether his own or stored there by the government, to
keep it out of the way of the Indians and ~~xicans. It is probable
that Bent set afire a fuse to touch it off and an explosion followed,
but the damage was small, being confined to the four walls of the
magazine ••••• When finally abandoned as a stage station, the elements
in the form of wind and weather soon wrought havoc with the structure
and it went down fast."

It is not certain just when Bent did abandon the old fort, but 1849 seems the
most probable date. During the years between 1849 and 1861 the fort fell into
disrepair, and parts of it may have been damaged by the Indians and the elements.

In 1861 the Barlow & Sanderson Southern Overland Mail & Express Company obtained
permission from Colonel Bent to occupy the old fort as a stage station. It
became the division point for the Kansas City - Santa Fe - Denver stage lines,
and was a home station for Barlow & Sanderson. Colonel J.L.Sanderson said that
they found it and kept it in good repair during the twenty years they used it.In
1881 Barlow & Sanderson abandoned the old fort as the stage lines were being
replaced by the railroads which were bUilding their way west. After thiS the fort
fell into ruins, with the wind and the rain playing havoc, and the ranchers tear­
ing down the walls to get adobe bricks to bUild houses, the old fort dissapeared
into low mounds leaving only a trace of the original foundations.
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HooRE'S RANCH, K.T. ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL.

The post office was established on November 14,1860 and was discontinued
November 9,1866. It was located on the headwaters of Cottonwood creek. in
the northwest corner of Harion County. with Ira G. MOore as postmaster.
The cover shown above was postmarked "MOores Ranch,K.T. Feb. 25" without 8
year date. However.the three cent stamp used was from the 1857 issue,which
was demoetized by congress. in August of 1861.because of the Civil War.
Therefore, the year date would have to be 1661 - about three and one half
months after the establishment of the post office.
Judge Frank Doster came to the Kansas Territory, as a member of the Elev­
enth Indiana Cavalry in 1865, when he was eighteen years old. T~e follow­
ing extract is taken from a paper he wrote for the Kansas State Historical
Society: "At various places along the <Santa Fe) trail compan'ies or other
detachments were dropped off to do escort duty for the mail coaches and
trains of merchandise wagons bound for Santa Fe and other places. Most of
my company were left at Moore's ranch in the northwest corner of Marion
county, where the trai 1 crossed the headwaters of the Cottonwood. 11
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BENT CANYON, Colo 3-22-8l.Post Office established in Las Animas
County on March 28,1872 and discontinued June 30,1902. It was
located on the Purgatorie River about 25 miles south of La Junta.
The si te was washed out by the river years ago. Cover backs tamped
a t WEST LAS ANIMAS COL MAR 23 and EUREKA. ILLINOIS MAR 25 1881.

THE ENGLISH CATTLE BARONS IN COLORADO 1881

A detailed letter on the problems of running cattle on the open range in southeast­
ern Colorado during'the winter of 1880-61 and the purchase of large herds by the
Duke 9£ Argyle of Scotland. "Plum Canon 20/81 ..•.... Dear Tom ..• I wagt to go in the
morning over to Bent Canon and on to Crooked Arroyo to see how things look - I think
of moving over about the 29th ..... when I move over will have to go right on to La
Junta to get provisions. Jones & Weir have a branch store there now.Am going to make
an account with them.1 may go on to W.L.Animas - from there I want to see about gett­
ing some bUlls. This winter has been a hard one on bulls - I dont know how many we
have left - Jho Bush saw the red roan bull during the winter & said he didnt think he
would make it through and he was in good fix in the fall .... We thought we would have
pretty fair picking of grass by the 1st ApI - but we will not - while we have not had
any hail storms this month it has been a little cold and windy - not much growing
weather Old Martin surprised us a week ago by bringing a wife home with him-
he had been up on the river [Arkansas] and to Trinidad about ten days.Married a
woman between 25 and 30 yrs of age in Trinidad. originally from Banen Co Ky - seems
to be a pretty good sort of a woman.The Holt Bros on Cimmaron [river] have sold
their entire herd for $ 400,000 - sold to the Duke of Argyle of Scotland - Peacock
has also sold to the same party for $ 100,000 - I think though some other small
stocks went in with them at this price.W.T.Burns I learn has bought Charley Saton
and June Roberts cattle for $ '1,000 and wants to bUy $ 40,000 worth more - I dont
know whose money it is - Johnny Nelson got one of his legs frozen during the winter
and will have to have it amputated above the knee - this is bad for Johnny.he was
running an outfit up North and in crossing the Arkansas some where he got his leg
wet and from this it froze - .... if I can bUy bulls on time I was thinking ..... "

************************
The wri ter, Harvey Rawlings, continues on other matters.He wants his brother Tom
to come out and get a school teachers job and other personal matters.A1so the
problem of borrowing money without going to the bank. Perhaps selling some of his
herd ..
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THE LAST DAYS OF THE OVERLAND HAIL OVER
THE SANTA FE TRAIL.

By 1880 the great days of the stagecoaches carrying the Santa Fe mails
was drawing to a close. The Santa Fe Railroad was within fifteen miles of
Santa Fe and on January 24,1880 BarloW' and Sanderson drew off its coaches
and stock. However, this was not the end. Barlow & Sanderson continued to
operate as feeder lines from the railroad to the inland towns and mining
camps for almost another decade. The wri ter is dri ving a buckboard between
Villa Grove, Colorado, in the San Luis valley and a mining _. camp on the east
side of the continental divide, known as Bonanza (it had a post office in
1880). The San Luis valley lies between the Sangre de Cristo mountains on
the east and the continental divide on- the west. The following is from the
letter:

"Dear Mother It has been a long time since I wrote you - well ma
I am settled at last - I am driveing buck board from Hi lla Grove to
conanza camp that is what they call it - it has another name I can not
think of it so I call it bonanza - Newt Huchison is my division agent
- I am all by myself that is the only stage running - I think [I] have
what I came out here for now - I have to take care of my own team on one
end of the road and have a stock tender on the other - I like it first
rate so far - I do not knowhow long it will last that is [to) my like-
ing but I suppose as long as I dr i ve well I like this country
much better than Leadville Road - I am about eighty or ninty miles
[south] from Leadville in the St Louis Valley - I suppose it is about
five or six miles wide and" a regular prarie but I drive up a canon
[canyon) to the mining camp - tell Harly my horses names ar (Turk &
King both dapple grays & Maggie & George nearly white) direct
[letters] to Villa Grove Saguache County Colorado Care of Barlow &
Sanderson - I am the only Leadville boy that got to drive you see I
am getting $ 80 still & if I had tended stock I would only have gotten
$ 25 .... Love to all Lew"

*************************************
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WEST LOS ANIMAS, COLORADO. Corner card of PROWERS & HOUGH, April 5 I

1878.Note on reverse; "I visited this site and saw the occupied
remains of this store,with the grand daughter of Mr.Prowers in 1968,
and Mrs.Le Roy Boyd,the wife of the late chaplin of the Fort Lyon
hospital FER." Cover below postmarked "GRANADA COL AUG 21 about
1874-75.
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FORT CRAIG,NEW MEXICO. The post was established April 1,1854,
on the west side of the Rio Grande,about 3 miles North of
San Marcial,near the upper end of the Jornada del Huerta, in
Socorro County. Abandoned by the military in 1885.

POST OFFICE was established on March 22,1855 and discontinued
May 26,1879. Cover above bears the Type II postmark" SEP 15",
1863. Cover below bears the manuscript PM "Ft.Craig P.D.N.M.
10/15/77" - 1877.
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FORT CRAIG N.H.TERRITORY. About 1882 the "FORT" was dropped
and it became CRAIG N.M. Cover bearing the 3¢ War Department
stamp was used Oct.2,1883.about 17 months before the fort was
abandoned.
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MOUNTAIN ROUTE SANTA FE TRAIL

RATON,NEW KEXICOTERRITORY. The Post Office vas established in
1881 in Colfax County.It is located u feu mil':'!:> [;Quth of the Colo­
rc:do bordc,r and the Raton Pass, from llhich it gets its narne - about
ha.lf tlay bet''.l0:::!n R2:1ts Fort and Fort Union,on the Hauntain Route::
of the Santa Fe Trc:il. Cover above bcar~ th~ Type I postni2rl: <::nd the
cover b\;:!m"/ the 1'ypc IV PO:;,;tlll.. rk - May 23,1881 and Aug 4,1883.
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SANTA FE TRAIL

LAMY,Santa Fe Co. ,N.KEX/SEP 231884. Post Office was esta­
blished in 1881 and discontinued in 1963.Located about 10
miles south of the Santa Fe Trail.Cover shown bears the
Type I postmark.

LOS LUNAS, NEW MEXICO/APR 30 1887. Post Office was establ­
ished in 1855. Located in Valencia County on the Rio Grande
River. This was the route along the Rio Grande,known as
the Jornado del Huerta - Dead Mans March. I t followed the
river to El Passo and thence to Chihuahua and Mexico ci ty _
really a continuation of the SANTA FE TRAIL. Cover below
bears the Type VIr postmark .
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FORT SELDEN,NEW MEXICO TERRITORY was established May 8,
1865.Located about one mile east of the Rio Grande Rive4
some twelve miles north of town of Dona Ana,in Dona Ana
County.The post office was established Nov.9,1866 and
was discontinued Aug.31,1923. Cover above was used about
1875.Caver below has the spelling SELDON and was used in
1883. -
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FORT WINGATEII,NEH MEXICO TERRITORY. It was established Aug.31,1860
as FORT FAUNTLEROY and changed to FORT LYON Sept.25.1861.0ccupied
by Confederate troops during the Civil War.Reoccupied by Federal
troops in June 1868 and renamed FORT WINGATE The fort was Jocated
near the north end of the Zuni Mountains,about 15 miles S.E.of
Gallup,N.M.lt is now called FORT WINGATE ORDNANCE DEPOT. There was a
FORT WINGATE I, located near the south end of the Zuni range which
was abandoned in 1868 and the troops transfered to No.II.
The post office was established JUly 15,1874.Discontinued Jan.15,1926.
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FORT BAYARD,NEW MEXICO TERRITORY was established AUG.21,1871.Located
about 10 miles east of Silver City,N.M.,near the base of the Santa
Rita Mountains.It was abandoped by the military in January 1900.
The post office was established Oct.4,1867 and is still operat1ng. •
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FORT CUMMINGS,NEW MEXICO TERRITORY was established Oct.2,1863
in what was then Dona Ana County/now Luna County.It was located
at Cook's Springs in the Cook's Range/about 50 miles west of the
Rio Grande,on the Mesilla-Tucson road.Abandoned in 1885.
The post office was established Dec.lO,1866 and discontinued on
July 17,1891.
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(it Carson Col. Ter.
October 4t9.1870

Dear Hr. Geamer I

Today 1 was happy and sold two of yourH.L. Rifles therefore I rush to you

With best wishes and gree

the balance of the money I still
weighing

once two of the same kind about

for $ Doll. 13 to 15. tbe

is fall I still mi

of this kind Emery

finer pages
•

1 dozen filed steel •
1 dozen filed steel
I dozen tured steel tu
1 dozen tured steel tu
2 Saks Bock Shots No. 4

1 hope 1 can pay for thi

is now with ae and my Lif

then everything will be al

for two half ••••.•••

Typed by Heidi Fettig

..

•

• ermany
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