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Genl.Charles C.McCormick
7th Pennsylvania Cavalry.
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HEAD QUARTERS.1st CAVALRY BRIGADE.
DEPT. OF THE CUMBERLAND. Mar.7,1863.

This was Genl.Robert H.G.Minty's command consist-
ing of the 4th U.S.Cavalry,7th Penn.,and the 4th
Michigan.The sketch was made by Lt.Harvey S.
Heywood,who was a topographical engineer on the
staff of General Minty.
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SHERMAN'’S MARCH TO THE SEA

Historic letter written from “Near Sand Town, Georgia,” by Major Robert
Burns, an officer of the Cavalry of the Army of the Cumberland. Letter is
dated August 28, 1864, just five days before the fall of Atlanta on September
2nd. In a twelve page letter Burns gives a vivid description of the events

that preceded the fall, illustrated with diagrams of the troop positions
ana the area.

Cover is postmarked “NASHVILLE, TENN. Sep. 2 '€4."
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FLIGHT INTO OBLIVION.
THE CAPTURE AND ATTEMPTED ESCAPE
OF JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Near Macon Ga. May 8 1865.

My dear DavidsB8ON..sscssssss0s0s00s9sn I suppose you have seen in the papers
some account of our doings,if they will allow us a column or two in the
same sheet which contains the surrender of Lee & Johnston. On the 22nd

and 29th I wrote you a short note telling you of my health and safety. It

is doubtful whether you have received them, as they were to travel by an un-
safe road to reach you. March 22nd we left Chickasaw the extreme North
West corner of Alabama to see what we could do in the smashing line. We were

about 10,000 cavalry and consisted of the Ist 2nd & 4th Divisions commanded
respectively by Genls McCook, Long.&Upton.all under Genl Wilson [James H. ].

We had the usual luck of a marching column until the 1lst of April,starting out
starting out of and getting into camp at most unreasonable hours, wading through
swamps and bogs you would think unpassable. We had until then met no enemy. On
the 1st Millers (lst) Brigade which was some 12 miles in front of us had a
severe fight with Forest (Nathan Bedford,Lt. Genl.),capturing three pieces
of artillery and about 300 prisoners.We were not engaged that day but marched
46 miles and during the night joined Millers Brigade at Planterville about 20
miles from Selma. There had been skirmishing all along the road and we saw many a
dead reb and horses lying in the dust. On the 2nd we started again at 6%
A M. Our Brigade in the advance, followed by Millers and that followed by Upton's
Division. A fewmiles out we ran across a few scouts,but theyquickly retired,
and we pushed on to Selma. About 6 miles from there we turned from the main
Plantersville road to the right,and approached the city by the Summerfield Road.
We were looking for a fight. All pack mules, sneaks, cooks & €¢0wards were order-
ed to the rear and none but effective men allowed in the column. By the road on
which we came there was a hill which partially over-looked the city and from that
we could see what we had to do. Betweena half & three fourths of amile in front
of us was a line of small forts connected by heavy embankments. In front of the
latter was a deep ditch half filled with muder water and in front of the ditch
was a line of strong palisades or posts about ten feet long driven firmly into the
ground as near to each others as they could be placed. Inside of the forts and
embankments were Genl Forrest and 7000 men. All these I could myself see from the
hill on which we were. There were fully twice as many rebels in sight as there
were in our two Brigades (Genl Upton had continued on the Plantersville Road and
approached the city in that direction) We had in the Division on the hill about
3500 men. Our skirmishers were immediately pushed forward part way down the hill,
which part of the business Genl Long directed me to attend to, so I moved down
with them. We had no sooner showed ourselves than the rebel skirmishers opened

on us. They were 1lying a short way in front of the palisades concealed behind
weeds & stumps. We made a rush for a fence in front of us where we could be a
little under cover,and there for nearly an hour we lay popping away at each other.
The bullets would would strike into the rails in front of us with a suggestive
thug. Pretty soon Col Minty [Robert H.G.] and afterwards Genls Long and Wilson
came down. After a short consultation between them it was decided that we must
assault and carry the works. It looked like a pretty tough thing to attempt to
drive such a number of men from so strong a position but it must be done that night,
or we might find it still more difficult in the morning. The main body of our men
were lying behind the hill ,our skirmishers only in front of it. We went back to
where they were dodging the bullets the rebs sent after us. Our command was form-
ed thus or rather it had got into this position when the order to charge was given.



We were to have started at the signal of a gun being fired by Genl Upton, but we
had no sooner showed ourselves above the hill than the rebs opened on us with
their artillery and it was difficult to distinguish any particular gun in the
line. Genl Long gave the order for us to go in,directing that the 4th Michigan
should remain where it was to protect one Battery (the Chicago Board of Trade)
and the 3rd Ohio should look out for our flank & rear. So the 4th Ohio,7th

Penn and three of Millers Regiment were all that were actually engaged in the
charge. We were all dismounted. Just as we started Col Minty directed me to go

to the 7th Penn and see that they "left obliqued" and hurried forward so that.
they might be on a 1ine with the 4th Ohio by the time they struck the works. I did
so and went in with them. We gave a cheer and made a rush. The rebels opened on us
with artillery and small arms,but could not stop us, Our battery from behind was
pitching the shells & shot over our heads,our men cheering,hurrahing, firing
& running. I never shouted so. It was a perfect pandemonium. Our men were falling
wounded and dead on every side. No one cared; all went forward,we must take the
works or we should be awfully cut up.My own sensations were those of perfect
recklessness. I expected to be shot,but really did not care. A shell bursting
close in front would not even make me wink. On we went ,got through or climbed
over the palisades,how I don't know,waded through the ditch and were over the
embankment among the rebs. As they saw us jumping in among them they fled, the
most of them towards the left, our men pursued , driving them from their forts
and capturing their artillery. In this charge Genl Long Com'd'g Divis,Col Miller
Comd'g lst Brig,Col Mc Cormick Comd'g 7th Pa.,Col Briggs 123rd Illinois were
wounded & Col Dobb of 4th Ohio [George W. ] killed. So you see the leading officers
were not behind the men. Out of 33 officers of our Brigade who went in, 9 were
killed and wounded. Shortly after entering the works, I was directed to return to
the hill and order up the led horses. I did so passing over the ground on which
our poor fellows were lying dying. On arriving at the hill, I ordered forward
the horses,and then joined the 4th Regular [U.S.Cavalry] who had just come on
the field with Genl Wilson.(Genl W. had before we charged gone back to Genl Upton)
The 5th Ohio & 4th Mich were also ordered up to the front,and followed at a little
distance the 4th Regulars. We again entered the works and moved over to the
right to cut off the retreat of the rebs. Our men had driven them over to the left
towards the Plantersville Road and captured everything there,when Genl Upton
came in with his Division and struck their flank & rear,driving them pell mell

to the right again. We had reached near [one of ] forts marked *[ see sketch] when
a perfect stormof bullets & grape opened on us. Genl Wilson then ordered the
4th Regulars to draw sabre and charge, and directed me to have the 3rd Ohio
support them. (The 4th Mich.had not yet come up). I gave Genl W's order to Col.
Howland, and then started for the head of the 4th Regular column. We were all
then going on the full run. Our artillery by that time was then up near our right
and blazing merrily away. The rebel artillery from the fort in front was answer-
ing too briskly for safety. The bullets were falling in the road about & in
front of us, just as the first drops of a heavy storm knocking up little clouds
of dust in the same way. I remember noticing the same thing when we were coming
down the hill in the first charge . I had nearly reached the head of the 4th Reg-
ular column,being on a very fast horse,and riding a 1ittle to one side, when
they were driven back in the wildest confusion. They had run on to a deep ditch,
over which their horses could neither climb nor leap. From the Fort on the other
side the rebs were firing wickedly with all the weapons known to civilized war-
fare. They (our men) might have by turninga little distance to the right ( as
we afterwards discovered ) have gone around the ditch. As it was around they
came on the run. I was nearly knocked off my horse,running full against one of
them. For a moment there was a horrible confusion. The 3rd Ohio which was follow-
ing on the jump was nearly run over.Then Genl Wilson ordered the 5th Ohio & 4th
Mich (which had just come up)to dismount and storm the fort on foot. This was done
as quickly as possible. I went in with them again, though this time I kept my
horse. We approached the fort and made a rush over the ditch and embankment, but
the rebels had vamosed excepting a few straglers,leaving their artillery in
our hands. I with two or three others who happened to be mounted,rode into the
city firing at and capturing a few rebels who had not taken their departure
speedily enough. We then went to the other side of the town which was already in
possession of that portion of our men who had turned to the left and Genl Upton's
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Division. There Hell had broken loose. The darkies were standing in the
street with pitchers and pails of whiskey which they were distributing to the
men. (at this time it was just dark) Our men,half drunk,were breaking open
stores,plundering, robbing, firing buildings, and conducting themselves like
devils. They had made a glorious fight ,and thought themselves entitled to a
full swing. We had captured 2300 prisoners, 26 pieces of artillery in the works
and about 70 in the arsenal. Forest himself escaped with about 200 men, and the
rest of his command was scattered all over the country. W# told one of our surg-
eons afterwards that he never had been so whipped.About midnight we got into
some sort of a camp. Our quarters were in a house filled with rebel wounded.
Their groans however did not prevent our sleeping. Nothing could ,we were com-
pletely tired out. The men could sleep any where.One instance; while on the
skirmish line in the afternoon,with the bullets whistling in all directions I
saw one man lying in the corner of the fence,snoring rigorously.

May 9. Must stop for the present. Jeff Davis is said to be trying to cross
the Ocmulgee [river ] below here, and we are orcered to guard the river for a
hundred miles,and catch the illustrious & notorious fugitive . When I get the
$ 100,000 offered by the President for his apprehension I will visit you. I
leave this to be forwarded the first opportunity. YOURS affecly. R.B.

kAR EAE AR A A A bk dhhdx

*Genl.James H.Wilson.

"Macon Ga. May 18 1865"
My dear Davidson I broke off abruptly inmy last on the 9th inst to start
after the redoubtable Jeff Davis. I was not one of the fortunate 150 who caught
the above named gentleman,but I have the pleasant knowledge that if he hadn't
fallen into Pritchard's hands,we should have taken him in out of the cold. We
had gone down on the road in front of him to cut him of£f. However the 4th Michigan
caught him, and,at that, we shouted most hustily,and threw up our apologies for
hats. I will now post you as to our doings after the taking of Selma. In the
the report by Col Minty of the engagement there, is the following extract "Maj
Burns 4th Mich Cav'y formed and brought forward the 7th Penn.Cav'y to the
assault,was among the first to enter the enemy's works,and afterwards took part
in the charge made by the 4th U.S.Cav'y,under the direction of the Maj Genl Com-
manding." "Both of these officers (Maj Green of 7th Pa & myself) have been
under my immediate command for nearly three years and have invariably performed
their duty with energy and zeal,and have distinguished themselves in battle
Oon many occasions.”" X X X X X X X "These officers have well earned a Brevet and
I sincerely trust the Major General Commanding will use his influence to secure
for them this mark of distinction. Where all did their duty so well, the man who
distinguished himself above his comrades in arms, was brave amongst the brave".
Rather laudatory and pleasant. We poor d-1s, you know ,are pleased with any
straw that will tickle our vanity. We remained at Selma until the 8th
April when [we] crossed the Alabama River on pontoon bridges. At midnight of the
5th a party of 900 of us started into the country some 20 miles for the purpose
of "gobbling" a regiment of rebs. Johnnies had gone, . We captured a few horses &
mules,and returned at midnight of next night. On our way out we had to wade
through a swamp two miles long ,water above our horses knees,we found it so deep
that we could go no farther & were obliged to turn back & take another road.
Several times while in it I fell asleep and when the horse would plunge through
the mud,over his head I nearly went. On our way back the next evening it rained
in torrents,and the streams we had forded the night before were now twelve feet
deep. Lieut Culbertson & I in attempting to cross one of them, were blazed
away into by our pickets on the opposite bank.They did not know that there were
any Yankees outside of them.We were forced to vacate the premises in the speed-
iest possible manner,and from behind trees to shout ourselves known. If we
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had not been shot (at) we should probably have been drowned as the water was
fifteen feet deep,and it was pitch dark. On the 10th we fairly started
from our camp on the south side of the Alabama. Marched through mud & swamp until
midnight. We were now in the rear guarding the train,and the roads you may
imagine were horrible after the passage of thousands of horses and numberless
wagons. On the 11th of f again early,moved very slowly all day,through

some of the most beautiful and horrible country I ever saw. For miles the road
would be lined on both sides with hedges of roses, and then we would plunge
into impassable swamps. We were in the saddle all night,and reviellie had been
sounded on the 12th before we dismounted. At 8 A.M again on the move,marched to
within six miles of Montgomery. Qur advance entered it the day before and took
possession without opposition. The country here was beautiful. Roses and
flowers in the greatest profusion. Wheat was heading out. Smoke could be seen
on all sides from the burning cotton. We were doing a destructive business.
One of the greatest sights was to see the manner in which the darkies greeted
us. They would rush to the road sides with shining ivories and open countenan-
ces. Men women & bare legged children. They would dance and performall sorts
of antics. Nobody could question their joy at seeing us, or could doubt as to
their being our friends. Yankees had never been in this country before.

On the 15th we passed through Montgomery without stopping . It is not as beau-
tiful a city as I expected to see,but we had not much of an opportunity of view-
ing its beauties. We destroyed nothing there. On the 15th we marched
through Tuskegee the prettiest village I have seen in the south or any where
else. It is a perfect boquet of a place. Wealthy planters reside there. No
business is carried on. All people do there is live. The yards in front of the
houses were swarming with beautiful girls and flowers. We had struck into the
centre of refugeedom. It was the first place we had passed through where the
people turned out to see us,which made us sit a little more erect in our
saddles,and possibly admire the village more. April 16th Genl Upton's
Division captured Columbus and on the 17th we passed through being still in
the rear. Columbus was nearly destroyed,factories and mills burned. Upton had
had a sharp fight the night before, the effects of which were visable in the
streets. Unburied rebels were lying where they fell. Now our Division
takes the advance and at 6 P.M. on the 17th we started and marched all night.
Did not stop until we had reached the Double Bridge over the Flint River, 42
miles,there driving the rebels from, and securing possession of them.

After giving our horses a rest we pushed on,and on the afternoon of the 20th
our advance,Miller (1st) Brigade , entered Macon. Just before entering the
City ,a flag of truce made its appearance,and its bearers stated that an armis-
tice had taken place between Genls Sherman and Johns[t ]Jon, and requesting
that we should halt the column. Col Minty suspecting some ruse, "couldn't see
it" and ordered the truce men out of the way,and entered the city. Our men had
been skirmishing and driving the rebs all day, up to the moment of the appear-
ance of the flag,and it did look suspicious. On the 21st we went into camp a
couple of miles east of the city,and have remained here since,except during
the few days we were out after Mr. J.D.[Jefferson Davis]. Thus ended one of the
most successful and pleasant raids of this war. We undoubtedly destroyed more
property and munitions of war than any other party. The works ,arsenals and
foundries of Selma and Columbus were immense. We captured some 8000 prisoners
and several hundred pieces of artillery. I presume the figures will appear in
reports. I wish you could have been along. It would have been just long enough
toruba little of the civilization out of you,without totally ruining you.
You will never have such another opportunity,nor I either, I presume.

We are now luxurating in green pears & plums. Have had strawberries for three
weeks. I amwell, in good spirits,and mulatto colored.Am rapidly growing
gray in the region behind the ears. Can account for it in no other waye except
that my bump of combativeness has been over worked. I do not know when we
shall get home. Contradictory rumors float about every day. One moment we



are to be ordered west of the Mississippi and the next are to be mustered out
immediately. You may look for me very shortly after you hear of our arrival in
Detroit. You wish undoubtedly to hear what I had to do with the capture of
Jeff Davis. Very little indeed. On the evening of the 7th the 4th Mich under
Pritchard [Benjamin D.,Lt.Col.] left here to go to Abbyville and there picket
the Ocmulgee River,and capture or kill Jeff Davis if possible.He was reported
to be moving that way. On the morning of the 9th we started off on same errand.
The 3rd Ohio & 7th Pa were with us. At Hawkinville the evening of the 10th we
received word from Pritchard that Davis had crossed the Ocmulgee at Abbeville
on the evening of the 8th,that he had got on his trail at 4 P.M. of the 9th and
was rapidly pursuing himwith 150 men. At 2 A.M. of the 11th 250 men of the 7th
Pa started to follow & support Pritchard,and about 300 men of the 3rd Ohio, I
being with the latter party started for Albany,Dougherty CO. for the purpose
of cutting off Mr.Davis if he should be too fast for Pritchard . We intended
to picket the whole length of Flint River,so that the vagabond gentleman
would be between two lines. I don't think he could have escaped us. At mid-
night of the 11th a despatch came from Lt. Col Andress of the 7th Pa inform-
ing us that Pritchard and the 4th Mich had caught J.D. on the morning of the 10th
at Irwinsville . This courier found us at Gum Creek in Dooley CO. At the news
we did shout,and perform salatory exercises "en dichabille" . I ,for one felt
particularly pleased,as it was my own regiment,which had nabbed the erratic
individual. There is always a friendly rivalry between regiments of the same
Brigade & Division,and each man bets high on his own.My only regret was that I
was not with Pritchard.Had I had the slightest idea that he would have been
successful, I would have ridden with him to the end of Florida, but we have been
on so many unsuccessful scouts and excursions, that no one thinks of volunteer-
ing for such a ride. When Pritchard and the others started out thev did not in the
least suppose they would be very successful. You undoubtedly have read the full
account of his capture ,his vain endeavor to escape in his wife's dress,as the
"poor old mother " of Mrs.D. So I will not rehearse the particulars. At 5:30
A.M. on the 12th I started with 3 or 4 men from Gum Creek to see if I could not
catch Pritchard before he got to Macon.I reached Hawkinsville, 36 miles,at
2 P.M ,and Pritchard had passed through the night before,so I gave up all hopes
however I determined to go on to Macon. At 5:30 the next day I started again and
reached Macon 44 miles, at 2:30 and caught up with the 4th Mich just before the
regiment reached the city. I there had an oppertunity of seeing Mr.Davis, his
family, and the reception given him by his friends. No one gave him an encouraging
word, and but one man appeard to sympathize with him. I really pitied him,
traitor as he is. Early in the morning of the 12th I saw a sight never before
witnessed by me at the south nor anywhere else. I saw a negro chased by bloodhounds
and men.I of course did not see the negro but the pursuers went on the run by us,
on his tracks. I did not know until they had passed what was going on,or I should
certainly have shot some of them.I never had such a feeling of horror and loath-
ing come over me,as I did when I knew what they were after. I have seen a great many
men killed in battle,but was not at all affected in comparison. I am becoming a
good deal of an abolisionist. If our late trouble is settled without the total and
immediate abolition of slavery, we will make a great mistake.People who haven't
been here,know nothing about it. On the 14th we received amail,the first
and only one we have had since March 21st. In it were yours of April 9th and two
from Detroit. That was the longest time we had ever been without a mail. We
expect to start homeward on the 22nd inst. Our regiment has orders to beready to
move Northward at that time. We expect to march through Nashville,and it will
probably be in six weeks or two months before we see Detroit. The march is going
to be a long and fatiguing one,but we will be cheered by the hopes of being soon
home. I have stretched this out long ebough. Give my love to Mother and Madge.
Your affectionate brother, Robert”
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Andrew Bee to Colonel Burns:
October 19, 1877,

On the morning of May 10, 18G5, T was one of the fourteen men under
Licutenant J. G. Dickinson, who were dismounted by order of Licutenant
Colonel Pritchard, and directed to enter and guard the camp, in which
Jeflerson Davis and party were supposed to be. I was the first man who
entered ity and immediately went to the first of three tents standing on the
right-hand side of the road, and raised the flap to enter it.  Mrs, Davis,
from the inside of the tent, requested me to go back, “as there were ladies
in there who were not dressed,”  This I could see for mysell, she being in
her night-gown, barefooted, and barcheaded. T stepped back Lo the outside,
and waited there a few minutes.  Very soon two persons, who looked like
women, but who rcnll}' were Jeflerson Davis and his sister-in-law (Miss
ITowell), appeared from the tent, Miss Howell carrying a tin paill.  In the
meantime, the firing between the First Wisconsin and Fourth Michigan
could be heard, and the bullets were flying over the camp. Lieutenant
Dickinson was walking up and down in front of the three tents, very much
excited, with a white blanket over his arm, listening to the firing, Just as
Miss Howell and Mr. Davis appeared, he was approaching the first tent,
from which they eame, and she said to him: * Please, licutenant, let me and
my grandmother go to the brook to get ourselves washed.”  Dickinson im-
medintely turned to me and said: “ Never mind them women folks, Andrew
Bec; come here and guard them oflicers,” referring to some rebel oflicers,
among whom were I’rivate Secretary Jolnson (he doubtless meant TTar-
rison), and General Reagan, who had just come out of the second tent.
Just then a white servant girl came out of the first tent, Mrs. Davis remain-
ing in to dress or attend the children, of whom there were three,

The three “women ™ (Mr. Davis, Miss ITowell, and the servant girl) then
started for the brook, Mr.>Davis stooping over as a very old woman would,
so that his head was not on a level with Miss Howell's, but was lower.
Mr. Davis had on a black morning gown, belted at the waist, and reaching
to his ankles, a shawl over his head, beard, and shoulders, and a black cloth
under the shawl covering his forchead. They had got about six or eight

Ilﬂ/;‘.l
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rods from the tent when I, who had been watching them all the time, saw
that the old woman had on boots. I at once said to Dickinson: “Seel
That is Jeff. himself! That is no woman! That is old Jefl. Davis! " and started
on the run after them. As T got up to them, I exclaimed: “Halt! Damn
you, you can't get any further this timel™ Mrs. Davis, at that moment,
came running out of the tent, and when she reached Mr. Davig, she put her
arms around his neck, and said: “Guard! Do not kill him!" At the same
mstant Corporal Munger, of company C, mounted, eame from another dirce-
tion, and headed Davis. I said to him: “Never mind, Munger, T will take
care of that old gentleman myself.” Tynch and Bullard were quite near at
the time. Munger was the second man who saw and recognized Davis,
Next to Munger was Lynch, who had been foraging around near the second
tent and who had already secured Mr.Davis'
horse with the pistol holsters filled
with gold coin. The only portion of the
face of Mr Davis which could be seen when
he was disguised was the eyes and the nose,
he covering the moustashe mouth and beard
with the shawl held close in one hand.
After Mr Davis was halted he did not attem-
pt any farther disquise but soon returned
to his tent - (signed) Andrew Bee.
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The above statement was made by Andrew Bee
in our presence on the evening of October
19th 1877 and having been carefully read
over to him was declared by him to be true,
and as such true statement was signed by
him. (signed) Robert Burns

and Annie H.T.Burns.
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THE LAST OF THE CHEVALIERS.

[ End of the play /

JEFF. "1 thought your governmenl Was more mag-
- nanimoeus han to it down wamen and childre’

(M}

L.PRANGE & CO, ,Boston,
Mass.Copyright by act
of Congress 1865.
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“ Scuooncnart, Oclober 29, 1877,

“Dranr Sir :—Yoursof the 20th, asking for a statement of my participa-
tion in the capture of Davis, is at hand. I have had a great many calls for
a statement from almost every State in the Union. I just received one
from the Zribune oflice last week, I thought I would not say anything
about it. Therc hes been a great deal said by different ones regarding the
capture of Davis. They all scem to differ more or less, If I should make
a statement, it would net correspond with all

“ Colonel Pritchard's statement is as near right as any I have seen as regards
Davis’ disguise.
red and black, or black and white, shawl thrown over his head and shoul-
ders, over a suit of gray clothes, and a pair of cavalry boots. I do not know
if Dickinson ordered Bee to let the women pass or not, only what I heard
the morning of the capture. I believe Bee was on guard at the tent, I did
not see Dickinson until after Davis was taken back to the tent, and had
taken ofl' his disguise. Dickinson might have halted Davis, but not in my
Lhearing.  Ile certainly did not stop. Ile was about four rods from the
tent when I first saw him,
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Davis had on ‘a lady's water-proof cloak or dress, and a

Bullard and I were changing horses, as we used
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to do sometimes when we found better ones. Bullard had just thrown his
saddle on his horse, I was just buckling my girth, when I saw the three
women, as I supposed them to be, which afterward proved to be Davis,
Mrs. Davis, and Miss Ilowell. I said to Bullard, ‘ Those women ought not
to be allowed to go out of camp; you go and stop them.” Bullard said:
‘You go; you have your saddle on.' I mounted my horse, rode around
in front of the party, and said to them: ‘Where are you going?’ Mrs.
Davis said: ¢ With my old mother after some water.! Mrs. Davis had a
pail on her arm.  Isaid: * What is ghe doing with those boots on?' When
I saw his boots, I cocked my gun and laid it across iny saddle. Mrs, Davis
put her hand over Mr. Davis' face, and said: ‘Don't shoot! You may not
admire Mr. Davis' principles, but he is a reverend man,’  That is all that
was said there.  As soon as Bullard buckled his saddle, he rode up to where
we were. Ie heard the most of this conversation. We went back to the
tent with them. There Davis took off his disguise, aud said he thought our
government more magnanimous than to be chasing up women and children.

This is as near right as I could state it at this time,
“Yours,

“ Gronagr MuxNarr,”
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' HOW THEY GAUGHT JEFF,

GEN. B. D. PRITUHARD'S ACCOUNT OF
THE CAPTURE AND DISGUISE.

Davis Did Have Women’s Clothes On — Some
Conversations Never Before Printed—
A Complete Refutation of Certain
False Btatements,

To The Editors of The Jowrnal,

I response to your requests 1 avail myself
of the courtesy extended, granling me space
in your enlumns to place before your readers
and the public a brief swmmary of the leading
facts and incidents connected with the cap-
ture of Jefferson Davis and party, as by so do-
ing I shall be able'to reply in a general way
to the scores of letters addressed to me from
all parts of the country making wvarions in-
quiries relating to the peculiar circumstances
of this capture, and correet in part, at least,
the many erroncous statements puf into eircu-
lation by parties who had no aetual knowl-
edge of the things they attempted to deseribe ;
also to meet and refute, I trust, so far as the
facts in the case and historie truth may re-
quire, the persistent and maliciously false
statements of those who seemingly have only
one ohject in view, and that the relieving of

e Mr. Dayis from that odium and disgrace
11| Whieh may attach from the faet that he igno-
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miniously sought personal safety and escape

i thiroush a dlsg uise as a woman,

a Simple act of justice fo myself to say that [
do not thus appear in a newspaper article for
the further discussion of this subject as a
matter of personal choice, but only when' fo
remain silent longer would scem on my part
an inexcusable disregard of duty, to the great
number of our people, both north and south.
who still evinee, by their earnest inquiry, a
deep and continued interest in knowing the
fruth eonnected with this closing event of the
rebellion.

It is now nearly thirteen years sinee my
ofticial report of the Davis capture, with ac-
companying affidavits and statements, was
filed in the ofice of the secretary of war, and

11 have earnestly desired that it should be all

' that I might be called upon tosay in the mat-

1 ter, and have persistently refrained from en-

tering into any disenssion of the subject
through the press, often at the cost of greatly

X disapimfntaing: if not displeasing, my friends.
» But during this time many articles have heen

written and sown broad-cast by the apparent
friends of Mr. Davis, in a spirit and manner

T strongly indicating if not proving the exist-

ence of a thoroughly concerted plan by the

, I parties interested, to gradually overshadow
Ej and smother out the peculicrly unpleasant
i truths connected with the capture, by a con-
| tinuous cross-fire of evasive statements, and

¥ partial denials, the way being first prepared
} by an areay of articles published by persons
+ wholly unknown, and who had no personal
i knowledge of the facts in the case, making
i false and extravagant statements, a.nd finally
{closing in with a shower of heavy articles

such as the country has lately been treated to,

coming from members of the eabinet, milita-

i PR O T— T

the main highway leading down the south
side of the Ocmulgee river, in the general di-
rection therewith, leaving everything in
camp which might in any way impede our
free and rapid movement, As this article is
not intended fo deseribe in detail the inci-
dents of fhe march, I will simply say that we
pressed forward by rapid forced marches,
night and day, only halting long enough to
feed and rest our horses, until on the oth day
of May, at 3 o'elock . M., when we arrived at
Abbyville 75 miles from Macon, where we
first struck the {rail of what proved to be the
train of the Davis party, and whieh had gone
on in the direction of Irwinsville the night
before. Here we also met Lieut.-Colonel
Harnden-commanding a detachment of the
ist Wisconsin cavalrd, with~whom a brief
eopsultation was held, when it was decideil
that we eould not plan any concerted action
for the two commands, and that éach had
hetter act independently ; and then we sepa-
rated, Col. Harnden with his command pur-
suing the train on the direet road to Irwins-
ville with the announced intention on his
part of pressing through to that place that
night before going into camp. ' I continued
my march down the river after sending com-
pany H of my regiment, under Lieut. Fisk, to
take possession of Brown's ferry, one mile and
a half above Abbyville.  After moving three
miles further we et persons who gaye us ad-
ditional information recarding the character
of the train, and also of the roads. Learning
that there was another road leading into Ir-
winsvitle froma point known as Wileox's
Mills, about 15 miles below Abbyville, I de-

But befnm proceeding farther Tdee it hnt [ eided to-press forward by this road in the di-

vection of Irwinsville, believing that if Mr.
Davis was traveling apart from the traio,
as he was reported as doing, communicating
witd it from time to time, he would be likely
to be traveling on the road which T proposed
to talkes and if Col. Harnden presséd through
to Irwinsville as he expected to when we sep-
arated we would place them between us and
thus greatly increase the chamces of'a cap-
ture. . I accordingly -ordered a detail of 15
of the best mounted men of §
seven officers beside myse *
tail of enlisted men was nof
the jaded conditionw of the
o'elock I put the column iz
still down the river road
miles to Wileox’s Mills, w
hwour was made to feed an
From thence we proceede
road through an alniost un
for a distance of eighteen
ville, where we arrived at
on the morning of May 10t ‘t
first closely examined in :'l
no traces could be discov er1 ‘f k.
of a train or a mounted fcQREY

| to @seape as a woman.

had been made up, a volley was fired e
the road and across the swamp alluded
and about eighty or one hundred rods n
of the eamp, where the foree of twenty-
dismounted men under Lieut. Purinton w
stationed. I at once ordered the men to
sume their places in the column. Leav
Adjutant Dickinson with a sufficient fore
camp to gather the rest of the prisonen
and guard them until my return, ! in per
pushed forward across the sw amp with
balance of the command to the aid of 1.1
Purinton, whom 1 supposed to be engagp
the force guarding the train, bot wil
proved to be the first Wisconsin cavalry,
der Col. ITarnden, whose men had come u
the force under Lieuf. Purinton, and, thro
a misunderstanding in the challenge and
sponse, each had taken the other for the
emy, it still being so dark thatthey could
distinguish the uniform; and as 1 came
the road in column, mounted, we receive
raking fire from a dismounted force «
cealed behind trees and logs whieh killed
man and severely wounded Lieut. Bout
This'sad mistake was not discovered u
two men were killed in the 4th Michigan .
alry and eight or ten men wounded in
first Wisconsin cavalry.

Assoon as the firing ceased I returne
the camp, and as Irecrossed theswamp T
met by Lieut. Dickinson, who, in a hur
way, informed me that he had carried out
orders, and who said we had eaptured an
ish man whom he believed was Jeff. D

‘and that he came oot of one of the t

dressed up in woman’s clothes and attens
_ I'zot tho imprey
that Mr. Davis had refused to reveal ish
up to that time, but will not be positive
that point. I rode on up to the paint wl

the prisoners were gathered under gu
and, as I approached them, I was aceoste
this man, who proved to be Mr. Dayis,
the inquiry if T was the officer in comm
1 replied that I was, and asked him in rel
]Te wpiied th

whom I was to call him.

Pt -"'é.-'-t-:cii-“ el
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111:{ passing ourselves as
soon learned that a consic
gone into camp, just at da
fore, about a mile and a ha
the Abbyville road. I atfi
lie the 1st Wisconsin, but
quiry, learned that they ha
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POINT LOOKOUT,LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN, TENNESSEE
1500 feet above the Tennessee River.

This point overlooks Chattanooga,Chickamauga and Mission
Ridge.Officers of the 4th Michigan and 4th Ohio "Returning
from the war June 3,1865". Lt.Col.Robert Burns reclining
on the right.
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ON FAMES ETERNAL CAMPING GROUND

ARTHUR P. LYON,Sergeant,15th Pennsylvanina Cavalry,killed at Red
Hill,Alabama on Sunday morning,January 15th,1865.at the age of 24
years. After his death his family received a 2nd Lieutenants comm-
ission dated December 28,1864. On the night of January 15th,Arthur
Lyon and a detachment of the 15th Penn.Cavalry had surrounded a
house in which the rebel General Hylan B.Lyon was sleeping.On the
demand to surrender by Arthur,the General asked if he could put on
his clothes,which was granted. Instead he grabed a revolver from
under his pillow and shot Arthur in the head,killing himinst-
antly,then making his escape. General Lyon died April 25,1907.

CHARLES S.MONTGOMERY, Captain commanding the 5th New York Volunteers

was killed in action near Hunter's Run,Virginia,February 6,1865, at
the age of 33 years. -
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

LINCOLN’S GENERALS
1860 - 1865

COLONEL CHARLES FREDERICK TAYLOR,
the brother of the renowned
Bayard Taylor,was killed at the
Battle of Gettysburg on July 2nd,
1863.He was the youngest Colonel
in the Army of the Potomac at 23
Years - February 6,1840 - July 2,
1863.While in advance of his reg-
iment,the 42nd "Bucktails",his
last words "Come on boys! we'll
take them all prisoners", had
scarcely left his lips,when he
fell,shot through the heart by a
rebel sharpshooter.

The telegram ,reporting his death,
was sent to Lt.Col.Charles Burleigh
Lamborn,15th Pennsylvania Cavalry.
who married his sister Emma April
13,1865.
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In order fo gaard against ervors or delays in the tr :
{he station at u—ﬁich it iz to be received to the station from which it is originally sent,

while fiiis Company will, as heretofore, use every precaution to ensure correctnese, it will not beres; :
sagdbeyond FIFTY dollars, unless o speciel agrecment for insurance ba made and p_fud for at the time of eendicg the message,
men: § nor is the Company to be responeible for any error or delay 1n the transmission cr delivery or
tinlezs in Like mannerspecially insured and nmount of rigk paid for af the time. No liability iz azsume
No liability for any errors in ¢ipher mesanges.

meszagre may be sent to reach ita destination,

~ AMERICAN TELEGRAPH GOMPANY.,

725
TERINS ARD CONDITIONS ON WEICH THIS AND ALL MESSAGES ARE RECEIVED BY THIS COMPANY FOR TRANSMISSION. %
angmission or delivery of messages, every message of importance ought to be REPEATED by being eont lack -

Half' the usnal price for transmission will be charged for repeating ths messa

and
ponzibla for ervors or delaye in the transmizsion or delivery of repeated mes
and the amount of risk specified on this agree-
non-delivery of any nnrepeated messaga BEYOND FIVE DOLLARS,
d for any error or neglect by any other Company over whose Jines fhis

E. . BANFORD, Fres’t.

CAMEBRIDGE LIVINGETON, Hce'y,
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-
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145 BROADWAY, ®. 1.

Send_the following Message—subject to the above
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

LINCOLN’S GENERALS
1860 - 1865

Colonel Hugh W.McNeil, 42nd, "Bucktail"
Pennsylvania Infantry. Killed at the -
bloody battle of "Antietam" on September
17,1863.Upon his death Charles F.Lamborn
was promoted to the Colonelcy of the Buck-
tail regiment.

MAJOR GENERAL JOHN FULTON REYNOLDS comman-
ded the left wing of Mead's army at the battle
of Gettysburg. On the morning of July 1,1863,
while in the field directing the 2nd Wiscon-
sin,the leading regiment of the three army
corps (I - III - XI),he was shot fromhis horse
and instantly killed by a rebel sharpshooter.
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WILLITAM J.PALMER
Brig.Genl.,com-
manding, 15th
Pennsylvania
Cavalry.

Charles M.Betts, '
(on right) Lt.Col. |
15th Penn.Cavalry. |

ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND
15th PENNSYLVANIA " ANDERSON" CAVALRY.

Hren Sovae
/3 binno e,
¢%Lﬂﬂidiﬁilrj739a

Adam Kramer,Capt.,
Co. M.

Jacob A.Swartz,
Corporal,Co. A.
(on right).
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

LINCOLN’S GENERALS
1860 - 1865

CHARLES BURLEIGH LAMBORN,Lt.Colonel,15th Pennsylvania
Cavalry.Photo above is from the original made in 1859.
Below, negro servents of Colonel Palmer and Lamborn.
It was fairly common for officers to engage young
blacks and boys to come along with the regiment.They
are often referred to as “"contraband".
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ROBERT BURNS, Lt. Colonel,4th Michigan and A.A.G. to Minty's Cavalry of the
Cumberland. WILLIAM STARKE ROSECRANS,Maj.Genl.First to command the Army
of the Cumberland. Following the Union defeat at Chickamauga (River of
Death }, he was replaced by George H.Thomas. Photo below shows Genl.U.S.Grant
on the lower left with cigar,on Lookout Mountain, just below Lookout Point.




JUDSON KILPATRICK,Maj.Genl.U.S.A.
Cavalry leader in Sherman's "march
to the sea" and surrender of Genl.

Joseph E.Johnston's army.

JAMES HARRISON WILSON, Maj.Genl.
U.S.A. Cavalry leader in Sherman's
march across Georgia to the sea.
He was one of the distinguished "boy
generals" of the Civil War.Died Feb-
ruary 23,1925,




GEORGE HENRY THOMAS, "THE ROCK OF CHICKAMAUGA" ,Maj.Genl.

commanding the ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND.

BT E N B

DAVID SLOAN STANLEY,
Maj.Genl. Awarded the
medal of honor for
gallant and meritor-
ious service while
serving as Maj.Genl.
commanding the 4th
Army Corps,at the
battle of Franklin,
Tenn.,Nov.30,1864,in
which he was severely
wounded.

JOHN MILTON BRANNAN,
Brig.Genl.(on left)
Army of the Cumber-
land.Also Capt. im
the Mexican War.
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Lucius F.Hubbard, it s _
Brig.Genl.,comm- Al S At 90{;’-_
anding the 5th.

Thomas P.Gere,Major, John P.Huston,Majlor.
Adjutant,"medal of 5th Minnesot _Wounded at Nashville.

honor"at Nashville. CORINTH - VICKSBURG - NA

a - SIOUX WAR -
SHVILLE.
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Norris H. Dorsey

James G.McGrew,Capt.
Capt. Co. A.

Co. R

William Arkins Capt.
Co. A-
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Orlenzo Morehouse
Capt.,Co. H,

Henry G.Bailly,1st LT.Co.Dv
Wounded at battle of Nashville

and died January 7,1865.
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James Farrell 1st
G B R S R

A SITkik

‘John F.Bishop 1lst
L.t.Co. B.

Roscoe Hilton,lst
L4.Co. Ay
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- WILLIAM H.TAFT
NEW HAVEN, CONN

March 12th, 1914.

My dear General Wilson:

I have your very kind letter inviting me to be present at the dinner
5f the lahogany Tree Club to be given at the Rittenhause Club in Philadel-
phia. I have.heard of that Club, and I doubt not it would be a most de-
lightful experience to beccme 2 guest, but the truth is that I have never
been busier in my life than I am now, and I don't possibly see how I could
come 4o Philadelphia on any of the dates you mame. The great difficulty
that I have is in getting time enough for the preparation of the addresses
which I have to deliver. As yet, I am &' freshman in this business, I have

—3 not accumulated o barrel which I can turn, as the ministers do, nor have
I acquired that facility of talking without attempting to think as our
friend Brysn does. In other words, I have not yet approximated sufficiently
the mechanical operatiocn of the Victrolﬁ which I think Bryan has achieved.
I ﬁoga I am on my way to it, but up fto this time I still have to use a
little gray matter and do someting other than touch the tutton.

I very greatly appreciate your nospitality and your approval of my
remarks on the new social order.

With very great respect, believe me,

Sincerely yours,
General James H. Wilson,

1305 Rodney Street,

Wilmington, Deldaware,
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