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S least one Discontinued Post Office

cancellation from each of Iowa's minety- ©
T nine counties, with pertinent historical inforsation.
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Iowa's first post office was Dubuques Mines, established 27 May 1833; changed to
present—day Dubuque 24 Jan 1837, Since that time 1,077 post offices have been
egtablished, of which 1,023 are still in service. uur DPO-collection commenced
in 1952. Not until 1965 were we able to complete our goal of st least one from
each county, Cherokee Co. being the final acquisition. Manmy miles were travelled,
many hours of searching, and much correspondence completed to achieve our goal.
An effort has been made to show examples of as many as possible of the first post
offices of the counties rather than examples of later years which might be more
attractive from a philatelic point of view. The above map identifies the respect-
ive counties and the number of DPO-cancels we have related to the total possible,
" We are alwys anxious to add new items to our collection, or furnish information
from our records regarding Iowa's DPOs. As the years pass the task becomes in-
creasingly difficult. Postal History is both exciting and challenging.

_: %'Q Woodrow W. Westholm Colleeri = ﬁ




GOVERNOK ROBERT LUCAS

President Van Buren asked General
Henry Atkinson to serve as Governmor
of the new Territory of Iowa but the
general refused the proffer and the
appeintment was given to Robert Luc-
as of Ohio, Lucas, who was born im
what is now Shepherdstown, Virginia,
now West Virginia, om April 1, 1781,
moved to the Northwest Territory in
1600 and lived in the Sciote Valley
of Ohio. After service in the War of
1E12 he served in both houses of the
Chio legislature and then served two
terms as governor of Chie, A vigor-
ous Democrat, he served his party as
chairman of the First Democratic Ma-
tional Comnvention in 1832 & was dis-
tinguished as a stalwart supporter
of Andrew jackson, having the homor
of renominating "Old Hickery" for
president im 1832, Appointed Gover-
nor of the Territery of Iowa by Van
Buren in July of 1835, he served un-
til he was removed from office by
President Harrison in 1841, He wmade his home at Flum Grove near Iowa City
and took an active part in politics until his death on February 7, 1853.
In private life he was distinguished for his work in favor of railrcads &
temperance.

Because of a delay in his appointment, Lucas did not reach Burlington
until August 15, 1538, and in the meantime William B. Conmway, who had been
appointed Secretary of the Territory by the President, had discharged the
duties of Governor from the time he arrived on July 3rd, as was provided
in the Organic Act. Conway, a native of Pennsylvania, was a practical and
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ambitious politician. When Governor Lucas arrived he found Conway had al-
ready divided Iowa into three sections, to each of which he had assigned
one of the three justices named by the President--Charles Mason, Joseph
Williams and Thomas S. Wilson. Lucas felt that Conway had been too offic-
ious and friction developed.

Governor Lucas, an earnest and hard-working man devoted his first offic-
ial efforts to a tour of the Territory. He seems to have met most of the
important citizens and to have made a very good impression upon them. Then
he issued a call for a general election to be held the 10th of September &
selected Burlington as the temporary captial.

The First Legislative Assembly of Iowa met at Burlington on November 12
and in his first message the 57-year old, richly experienced and highly
opinionated Governor adopted an unfortunate tone that revealed his intense
convictions as well as his positive methods. Lucas seemed somewhat pater-
pal and proprietary---as if he regarded the legislators as young and inex-
perienced men who needed the leadership and wisdom of an older and wiser
man-—himself. The Governor had an absolute veto power and he did not en-
dear himself to Iowans when he exercised his veto freely, usually accempa-
oying his veto message with a sharp rebuke.

On the preceding page is a letter
written by a Mr. P. C. Gallagher, of
the General Land Office, Washington,
in behalf of his friend, Mr. john G,
Miller, for consideration in the ap-
pointment of a Secretary of the Ter-
ritory of Iowa.

Lucas had just been appointed Gov-
ernor and apparently received this
particular letter just prior to his
departure for Burlington where he
arrived August 15, 1838,

BelOW is a letter written by Gov.
Lucas' nephew, advising of events in
Ohio. Current prices of land, stock
and grain are quoted. An earlier
letter is mentioned, sent in Septem-
ber, to which he had no reply, which
sought advise regarding the disposi-
tion of the Governor's Chio land,

In the letter below, he describes

the "land depression" & of the dif-
ficulty of procuring $5.00 per acre.
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Adair County

Organized in April, 1855. First
county seat at Sumerset, afterwards
changed to Fontanelle, then later to
Greenfield. Of 30 post offices 5 are
still in service. First post office
was Wah-ta-wah, established 22 Jul
1851, discontimnued 19 Sep 1854. Its
only postmaster, William Alcorn, was
one of the first settlers. The first
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when site & nmame changed to Avondale.
This stampless letter, from that of-
fice April 29, 1855, is the earliest
kmown from Adair County. Written by
Jobn Ireland, ].P. who requests cop- '
ies of laws enacted by the Acts of
1853. Arbor Hill, Avondale, Berea,
Canby, Hebron, Holadays and Stanzell
are the other offices from which we
have examples.

Adams County

. G Settled in 1851, organized in April, 1853. Quincy was the first county seat.
There have been 24 post offices, of which 7 are still in service. Quincy was

the first post office, established 19 Sep 1853, discontinued 30 Sep 1903.

Briscoe, Carl, East Nodaway, Hayes, Iveyville, Queen City and Shinn are a

" the other offices from which we have examples.

— Woodrow W. Westhulm Colleeti
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Established in 1847, organized Jan. 15, 1849,
1846-1554, then Waukon until 1561, Lansing until 1867, since when
been the county seat. First post office was Tom Corwim, 14 May 1849
() 1852, Stephen Holcomb postmmster; changed to Bunker Hill until 17 Mar 1855, to
R Ion then until discontinued 14 May 1906. Omly 7 of its 57 post offices are in

Allamakee

!

|

o

Established 17 Feb 1843,
changed to Senterville

E. 57 post offices, 10 are i

was one of the very early settlers,

L Ao o el

Appanoose County

organized 3 Aug 1846. County seat was originally
named Chaldea, but out of admiration for Governor Senter of Tennessee,

(Legislature changed "S" to "C"),

n service.

— Woodrow W. Westholm Collection

George W,

was the first postmaster of this earliest
post of fice, established G Nov 1846, changed to Centerville 7 Apr 1847. Of its

it was
Perkins
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I Established Feb. 17, 1843; organized Mar, 1, 1846. County seat, Vinton, was se-

S lected in the spring of 1846, first named Fremont. Vinten was first post office,
established 1 Oct 1846. Stephen Holcomb, first postmaster, had earlier served

L} Tom Corwin (Allamakee) post of fice., Marysville was second post office, estab-

0 lished 21 Sep 1848; changed to Urbama 27 Nov 1857; still in service.
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Boone County

Established Jan., 13, 1846; organized 1849, Present county seat, Boone, was first
called Boonesboro, Earliest post office was Belle Point, established 27 Nov 1849
preceding even that of Booneville (dateline of this letter) and Boonesborough (al-
ternate spelling of county seat). Reuben 5. Clark, Commissioner's Clerk, writer
E_ of this letter, wvas one of the early settlers of Elk Rapids, near this office.

- Woodrow ¥, Westholm Collecti —
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Established Dec. 21, 1837; organized 1838. A strugsle for the county seat between
Rochester and the more centrally located Tipton was finally determined in favor of
Tipton in 1852. Rock Creek was first post office, established 8 jan 15839, changed
to Rochester 20 Mar 1854 (this letter datelined "Rochester® March 17, 1852),

R O=-N—=E r=-Hno"w

Cerro Gordo County

Established 1851 ; organized Aug. 7, 1B55. [Mason City has been county seat except
(‘* for a few years, in the Sixties, when it was moved to Livonia, a townsite laid out
— just east of the present city of Clear Lake. Clear Lake City post office was one
of four of first post offices in the county, estahlished on 5 Sep 1855, the others
g being Masonville (Mason City), Owen's Grove, and Shell Rock Falls (Rock Falls). g

A j— Woodrow W, Westholm Colleeti
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S Established jan. 15, 1851; organized August, 1857, in the summer following Indian
¥ trouble, with Cherokee as county seat. It was also the first post office, estab-
CT lished 20 jan 1859, De Leom postoffice was established 16 Jun 1884, discontinued
0 16 Feb 16867, Acquisition of this item completed our collection of at least one
R discontinued post office cancel from each of Iowa's ninety-nine counties.
Y
|
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Established Jan. 15, 1851; organized t, 1853, County seat, New ton, hut

: estahlished 7 Jan 1852; discontinued 20 May 1899.
2 —— o Woadrow W, Westhalm Colleetion —

g first term of cowrt was held at Bradf in June 1854, where first postioffice was g
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Established Dec. 21, 1837; organized 16838, with Prairie LaPorte (Cuttenmburg since
1847) as the county seat; then Jncklmﬂlle from 1843-56; finally Elkader. First
post of fice from which we have an early example, was H.ﬂ.lville, established 4 Jun
1838, followed by Prairie LaPorte 5 Dec 1838 which was changed to Jacksonville 12
Dec 1843 and finally to Carnaville 27 May 1846. (Note Territorial seal at left).
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Clinton County I
|
% Established Dec. 21, 1837; organized Mar. 1, 1540 with county seat at Camanche; a |
year later changed to Vandenburg (now DeWitt) until 1870s and finally to Clinton,
Lyons post office, fourth in county, established 6 Dec 1839, discontinued 13 Jan

1913, now a station of Clinton Postoffice. (Note Postmaster's Free-frank),
@h - S— Woodrow W. Westholm Calleetion ﬁ
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S Established jan. 13, 1846; organized Mar. 1, 1847. County seat and first post of-
"'“‘,T fice was Penoach (changed to Adell, later Adel), established 18 Nov 1847; changed
0 name 18 Dec 1849, Examples of double "1" spelling of Adel are scarce,
R
‘l’
|
) Established Feb, 17, 1843; organized Mar, 1, 1844 with county seat at Bloomfield.
Fox was Tirst postoffice in county, 15 Dec 1842, first in Van Buren County until

E 26 Aug 1644; changed to Stringtown 21 Feb 1853; discontinued 26 Jul 1866. !

= m— Woadrow W. Westholm Collection
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| Decatur County |
S Established Jan. 13, 1846; organized Apr, 1, 1850, First county seat, 1851, n.l
("T Decatur; changed 1853 to a more centrally located town, then named
later becoming Leon. thwtﬂiunﬂ-mmm:hd&hnﬂ,
() changed to Pleasanton 21 Jun 1870, finally discontinued 19 Jun 1964.
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Established Dec. 21, 16837; organized Dec., 20, 1839. First county seat at Delhi in
1842; now at Manchester. First post office was Delhi, established 14 Mar 1844 of

% wiel: we have early examples. Second was Rockville, 15 Jun 1846 to 11 May 1898, g

i Woodrow W, Westholm Collection




Iowa Postal History e

FORT DES MOINES (No. 1)
Post Office established September 28, 1835 in Clark County, Missouri, the
fourth in what is now the State of [owa. First Postmaster was Charles A.
Carter. Second Postmaster was Jacob Huner, appointed April 6, 1837 in
Des Moines County, Wisconsin Territory. Third Postmaster was Henry
S. Austin, appointed March 28, 1838 during Wisconsin Territorial period,
when name of office was changed to Montrose, Lee County. He continued
in office when lowa Territory was effected July 4, 1838 until July 27, 1839,
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Fremont County

Established 1847; organized 1850. County seat, Sidoey. Earliest settlement in
the county was made in the southern part, considered then teo have been south of
the Missouri-Iowa line, McKissack's Growe was one of the earliest, its post of-
fice (1 Oct 15849) preceded only by Austin (Hamburg) and Gaston {Percival),
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Hancock County

Estahlished jJan, 15, 1851; organized 1858, First county seat was Ellington, but
later moved to Concord, and with the building of the railread and the town of
Garner it was moved again., Upper Orove was the first settlement, alsoc served as
temporary county seat; its post office was established 25 Jan 1858, now Goodell.
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T Eldora, 16 Nov 1853, still in service. Rocksylvania dated from 21 Feb 1856 to
0
R
y

22 Jan 1857, when it was changed to Iowa Falls, But it was first Rockwood, from
2 Jun 1855, This is the only example reportad to date,

|
Established 1851; organized 1853; county seat, Eldora, First post office was at f

Establ ighed and organized 1857. Its county seat, Dakota City, was established in
1857 but the town was laid out in 1856 by two early settlers, McKnight and Bergh,
Its post office, first in the county, was named Dakotah, established 19 Feb 1853,
while a part of Webster Co., as DaKota; discontinued 1 Nov 1854; reestablished 20

E, Feb 1855 in Humboldt Co., Charles Bergh, postmaster; now Dakota City (1 Nov 1924) a

g AP ———— Woodrow W. Westholm Collection -
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Polk County

Established Jan. 13, 1846; organized Mar. 1, 1846. County seat, Fort Des Mcinmes
(now Des Moines)., Of its 94 post offices 15 are still in service. Racceon River

31 Dec 1846 and fipally Des Moines 30 Jul 1857. josiah Smart, Indian Agent, was
appointed postmaster but he declined; Dr. T. E. Brocks assumed duties 2 Mar 1846,

|
f
|
was the first, established in Marion Co. 13 Dec 1845, changed to Fort Des Moines, i
|
|

Pottawattamie County

Established 1847; organized 1848. County seat, Council Bluffs, which was earlier
lmown as Duck Hollow, Miller's Hollow, and Kanesville, named after Col. Thomas L,
Kane of Pennsylvania. It was the center of Mormon settlement. Its post office

was Kane, established 17 Feb 1848, changed to Council Bluffs (#2) 10 Dec 1852,

A
starting point for explorers, hunters, trappers and emigrants into the Hnrthwa:ﬁ

= . Woodrow W. Weatholm Collection
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I Jackson County

. Establ ished Dec, 21, 1837; organized 1837. First county seat was Bellevue, then |
T Andrew, and finally Maquoleta. Earliest settlers located their cabins along the

Mississippi. Deventersville (13 jul 1838-18 Jul 1840) was earliest post office |

0 followed by Belleview (14 Nov 1839) and Tete de Mort (6 Dec 1539-24 Mar 1352) ac-

R quiring name of nearby river —— "Head of death” (French), from Indian battle.

Y

Jasper County
~— Established jan, 13, 1845; crganiszed Mar, 1, 1846; county seat, Newton. First
- settlement was near Tools Point (Monrce) in 1843, Parkersburgh was one of early
post offices, established 28 Dec 1848; changed to Foint Pleasant 22 Oct 1851 and

RS

ck to Parkersburgh 27 May 1852 until its discontinuance 23 Mar 1855.

—— e Wondrow W, Westholm Caolleetion
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vainly to become county seat. m(mmm 1847; 27 May 1856 -
h“a Aug 1873) was first called Jonesville (23 Jan-30 May 1840). Eﬁ
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Johnson County

Established Dec. 21, 1837; organized July 4, 1838. Napoleom, laid out by Philip
Clark and Jehn Gilbert in 1835, was the first county seat, until Oct. 7, 183% and
was the Tirst post office 2 Mar to 14 Nov 1839 before being changed to Iowa City,
Note that this letter is postmarked "Decesber 6 1839"; only exasple known to date,

Jones County

Established Dec. 21, 1B37; organized Aug. 1838, County seats have been Edinburg,
Newport, and in 1847 Lexington (now Anamosa). Monticello, laid out im 1853, tried

Woodrow W, Westholm Collection
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Established Feb. 17, 1543; organized Mar. 1, 1544,

Richland, but county seat established at Sigoummey,
the county (24 Dec 1544).
Oct 1847: discontinued 31 Oct 1904.

First county business held at

the earliest post office in
Lancaster was the third in the county, estahlished 21
Other DPOs in our collection include Butler,

Coal Creek, Ioka, Ioka Station, Nassau, Pekin and Springfield, from this county.
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Kossuth County

Established 1851; organized 1855. County seat, Algona. Ambrose A. and Asa C, Call
located there in 1854, figuring importantly in growth of county. William H. Ingham

came in Jammry 1855, in 1862 organized "Border Brigade"

to protect settlers from

g possible Indian outrages. As first postmaster of Kossuth Centre (27 Dec 1858 to 15

Oct 1877) he wrote this letter, using his free franking privilege, in 1860.

Woodrow W, Westholm Collection




Lee County

Established Dec. 21, 1836. County seats: Fort Madison and Keokuk. Fert Des Moines
was the earliest post office (28 Sep 1835-28 Mar 1838) where troops were stationed
from 1834 - 1837, first under Lt. Col. S. W. Kearney, later Col. R. B. Mason, with
three companies of U. 5. Dragoons. When they removed to Ft., Leavenworth, Mr. D. W,
Eilbourne laid off a town which he called Montrose.
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Louisa County

Established Dec. 7, 1837; organized 1837. County seat, Wapello. This was a county
loved by the Indian tribes. Squatters built their cabins while Indian rights were
still existent. Immediately after the Black Hawk War treaty settlers came in, and
William L. Toole was one. He founded Black Hawk, earliest postoffice (27 May 1837)
wiich became Toolesborough (9 Nev 1839 to 31 Dec 1903).
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S Established Jan. 13, 1846; organmized 1549. County seat, Winterset, earliest post
— r of fice, which was first Memtpelier (25 Oct 1845-27 jul 1849), then Independence to
T Z1 Sep 1B49, back to Montpelier until 30 May 1850 when it became Winterset. First
0 postmaster, Alfred D. Jones, later became first postmaster of Omaha City, Neb. Ty.
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Mahaska County ‘
il g Established Feb. 17, 1843; organized Mar. 1, 1844. County seat, Oskaloosa, located |
I by the County Commissioners at the "Narrows" when by a vote of those present it was
named Mahaska. Before commencing the Commissioners' books, William D. Canfield pro- 1

fice operated briefly, 19 Jun to 19 Oct 1844. Note "Last Day" cancell

posed that the name be changed to that originally intended, Oskaloosa. Its post of- -
- %@ S — Woodrow W. Westholm Collection ﬁé
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| Marion County

S Established june 10, 1845; Aug. 4, 1845, County seat, Kmoxville, First

OF mimem e it i st e e

= post offices 14 are still active

() e also have & postmaster-franked stampless of Elm Crove (15 Jul 1546-22 Aug 1853)
R
Y

Marshall County
L Established Jan. 13, 1846; organized 1849, Marietta first county seat, 1851, then
Marshall (now Marshalltown), Joseph and William Davison were the first white set-

E tlers, 1847 while in the succeeding year the Fergusons, Coopers and others located

. on Timber Creek, firat post office (13 Jun 1850-16 Jan 1B82); changed to Ferguson. .o
———— Woodrow W. Westholm Collestion —_— ;




_ W.G. CLARK.
i o o,

Monroe County

H Established and organized Aug. 1, 1846. W. G. and john Clark were two of the early

i settlers who came in 1843,

They were elected to county of fices when, as Kishkekosh |

County, the county seat was 2stablished at Albia (first Princeton) which postoffice

S  was known as Clarksville (15 jJan 1846-24 May 1647) and Monroe Center before it be- |
came Albia J1 May 1845. Fortunately this letter-front and portion of a stampl :

L+ }.]

were saved for us because of our known interest in Iowa postal history; a ome only!

-

15849 from Hloomington.

Muscatine County

Established Feb. 6, 1836; organized Jan. 1837. County seat, Muscatine, changed
Its postoffice was established 25 Sep 1837, during Wiscon- |
sin Territory, changed to Muscatine 26 Jun 1849, Of its 46 post offices 11 are
service, We also have early covers of Iowa, Overmans Ferry and Wyoming.

— - - Woodrow W. Westholm Collection
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Story County

Established jJan. 13, 1846; organized 1853. County seat, Nevada; also first post
office in county, established 14 jan 1854, Another of the earliest, Iowa Centre
(31 Aug 1858-15 Aug 1913) was first called Goshen, 28 Sep 1854,

Woodeow W. Westholm Collection
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Van Buren Coumty

Established Dec. 7, 1836; organized 1838. County seat, Keosauqua, which was first
known as Portero (24 jan 1838-7 Feb 1840), then changed to Van Buren until 9 Oct
16844 when it became Keosauqua. We have early examples of all three post offices.
Of its 58 post offices 11 are still in service. An important sarly river pert.
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Wapello County ‘

— Established Feb, 17, 1843; organized Mar. 1, 1844, County seat, Ottumwa, which was

| & originally named Lewisville, but the settlers chose to use the Indian name meaning |
"Rapids" or "Tumbing Water". Sac & Fox Agency estahlished 23 Dec 1843, changed to
Agency City 14 May 1849 and finally Agency 14 Jun 1883. One of Jowa's rare cancels,
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Washington County

Established and organized 1539 (first as Slaughter Co.). County seat, Washingtona.
First post of fice was er (2 Mar 1839), changed to Washington (1 Aug 1539).
James Watters (above frank) was first postmaster of Wassonville (5 Nov 1849) which
was changed to Daytomville 24 Jun 1875, then to Wellman 27 Oct 1879,

.
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Wayne County

Q Established Jan. 13, 1846; organized 1851. County seat, Corydon., South Fork was
the first poet office (4 Dec 1849-26 Apr 1862) of which Benjamin Barker was post-
master. He also, with |. F, Stratton, platted the first town site of Corydon.

- h Woodrow W, Westholm Collecti ‘ﬁ
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Map showing location of ferry across Missigsippi River at Menomine Cliffs.

The original document (opposite page) constitutes the license granted A.C.
Ransom for the operation of a ferry across the Mississippi River, at the
Menomine Cliffs near Jordans ferry in Jo Davies County, Illincis. It was
gitnated just below DuBuque, which was just then being estallished in that
unorganized territory west of the Mississippi River which was the next
year to become a part of Michigan Territory. Peru had been settled, above
DuBuque five miles, and this lead-mining region promised to grow rapidly.
There was therefore a great need for a ferry at this point. Mr, Ransam
operated this ferry until March, 1834, at which time he assigned his lic-
ense to Jehu B, Stuart and Samel L. Clifton (see reverse of license),

"State of Illimois :
Jo Daviess County :
The people of the State of Illinois,
To all who shall see these presents, Greetings,

Whereas the County Commis—
sioners of said County at the June term of said Court, on application of
A. C, Ransom have established a ferry across the Mississippi River at the
Menomine Cliffs near Jordans ferry in said County, and the said A. C. Ran=-
scm having complied with the requisitions of the law in such cases made
and provided. Now, therefore, Know Ye, that the said A, C. Ranscm is here
by licensed to keep a ferry at the said place according to Law,

By order of Court.
Witness W. B, Grm, Clk.
with the seal of said County
hereunto affixed this 4th day
% % BSEAL * # of September A. D. 1833,
/s/ W. B, Green, Clk,

Woodrow W, Westholm Collection
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| Ferry license, for one year from May 1, 1837, granted George W, Jones Tor the
operation of boats to convey mail and public express across the Iviiasinuippi,
from the landing at Dubuque, W.T., privilege extuﬂ;u.g one=half mile northward

and one-half mile southward.
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Iowa Postal History

Hampton, I11% to Burlington, I.T., Nov. 4, 1B40.

This letter is written & franked by Postmaster Horace Hammond who is in-
terested in behalf of the citizens, that a charter be granted to make
possible a dam & ferry at their village. One of the first public ferries
across the Mississippi in that region was established by Capt. Benjamin
W. Clark at Buffalo. It was considered the most noted above St. Louis,
being the gateway open to many of the original settlers of Scott, Musca-
tine, Cedar, Linn and Johnson counties. Crude flat-boats were the first
means of crossing the emigrants, with their teams and wagons. Then came
the ferries, which were licensed and alkided by Legislative regulations.
They could not be established less than two miles apart and were usually
licensed for a period of one year.
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Iowa Postal History

Received at Parkhurst (DuBugue Co.), W. T. in September, 1837.
The area within which the State of Iowa was formed was governed under
various territories before it achieved its statehood on Dec. 28 1846.
It was included in the Louisiana Purchase from 1803-1804; next in the
District of Louisiana from 1804-1805 under the Governor and Judges of
Indiana Territory; them in the Territory of Louisiana, 1805-1812; in
the Territory of Missouri, 1812-1821. It was under no govermnmental
jurisdiction from 1821-34, but was being settled after the Elack Hawk
Treaty of 1832, It was a part of the Territory of Michigan, 1834-36,
the Territory of Wisconsin, 1836-38, Demoine and DuBuque were the 2
counties (as shown on the map above). Parkburst was one of the early
towns along the Mississippi, its post office kmown as Berlin, It is
now a part of the town of LeClaire,
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ADATR COUNTY

Established Jamuwary 15, 1851, Organized March 5, 1855, County Seat, Oreen-
field, Population 1854, 150; 1930, 13,891, Adair County lies in the third
tier of counties from the southern boundary and in the third tier of counties
east of the Missouri. It was & part of the original county of Du Buque and a
small part of the first Keokuk County, now extinct. The Third General Assembly
established Adair County on Janmary 15, 1851 along with half a hundred others.
It was named in honor of General John Adair of South Carolina a soldier in the
Revolutionary and Indian Wars, " an officer in the War of 1812, commanding Ken-
tucky Rifleman under General Jackson at the Battle of New Orleans, and Sixth
Governor of Kentucky.

While Adair County lacks any important rivers, it is a maze of small streams &
crecks which drain toward both Mississippl and Missouri Rivers, This divide

between the two great river systems passes through the town of Adair at an el-
evation of 1442 feet above sea level, Oreenfield, 1367 feet and Orient, 1334

fEEt.

Woodrow W, Westholm Collecrion,




Iowa Postal History

ADAIR COUNTY
POSTOFFICE —_ ESTABLISHED DISCONTINUED FIRST POSTMASTER
#Adair 10 Jan 1854 20 Feb 1E6l1 Thomas N, Johnson
Reestablished 2 Jul 1861 25 Feb 1864
Reestablished 7 Oct 1870 31 Dec 1873
_Name changed to Avondale; site changed _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _
Adadr _ _ 7 Jan 1874 In Service _ _ _ _ _ _ Jjohn E Moran
#Arbor Hill 8 Jun 1857 11 Dec 1876 Daniel A Bowman
Reestablished 12 Jan 1877 15 Apr 1907
Name changed to Arborhill 26 Feb 1895 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
#Avondale 31 Dec 1873 1 Feb 1882 Wn, H, Grow
R T R O ey e
__________ 8 Sep 1894 26 Feb 1908 _ _ _ _ _ Harry ] Maxwell
*Bridgewater _ _ _ _ _ _ 2 Oct 1885 In Service _ _ _ _ _ Albert Wolford
1 Jul 1873 10 Dec 1883 Ceorge C Lawry
= = = — . Reestablished 1 May 1688 14 Mar 1908 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
9 Feb 1869 2B Oct 1872 Robert H Marshall
- ed to Outhrie County _ _ _ _ _ _ _ o o e e e -
1 Sep 1858 Llewellyn Ragnet
RO S I CORY. . o oo i s i i s g e A B
N s 17 Jan 1857 5 . S SICRe John H Hill
Easton _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 28 Feb 1879 26 Oct 1881 _ _ _ Mr, Catharine Clark
’gi;-.k __________ 23 Feb 1872 15 Feb 1908 _ _ _ _ George H Wulford
Fontanelle _ _ _ _ _ _ 27 May 1856 In Service _ _ _ _ _ _ James C Gibbs
Gilead _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 16 Nov 1899 3l Jan 1502 = _ _ _ | £ Johnson
*Greenfield 25 Nov 1856 7 Dec 1869 ew Clark
_____ Reestablished 20 Jan 1870 In Service _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
[ S 2 Aug 1871 29 May 1885 __ _ _ _ | Henry F_Hodges
¥ebron _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 17 Jun 1858 3l Mar 1915 _ _ _ _ _Charles Wilson
*Holaday's _ _ _ _ _ _ . 23 Mar 1555 g.ﬁet_lﬁﬁﬁ _____ George ¥ Holaday
R 16 Mar 1895 31 Oct 1801 _ _ _ _ _ _ Edwin 0 Smith
Jagksen _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 12 Jan 1869 13 Feb 1889 _ _ _ _ | David E_Bancroft
Linwood _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 18_Feb 3 Oct 1903 _ __ _ He _L_Manion
Macksville 29 Dec 1869 21 Jun 1B70 David C Tomlinson
_Formerly in Outhrie County; name changed to Stuart _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
McKinley _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 Apr 1899 15 May 1901 _ _ _ _ | Lewis E_Thompson
Napdto _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 28 Feb 1898 15 Feb 1905 _ _ _ _ _ _ | Henry A Buck
Orient 6 May 1870 In Service Thomas H Thatcher
SN SRR . i s =i
Brusgia _ _ _ __ _ _138¢p 1500 3 _Jul 1905 _ _ _ _ ] Wi, W, McCreight
Prussia Centre _ _ _ _ 4 May 1877 25 Jun 1879 _ _ _ _ | Henry J Thompson
Stanzell _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7 Sep 1951 30 Apr 1955 _ _ _ _ _ f C. Ruby_ Newton
Stuart 21 Jun 1870 David C Tomlinson
Formerly Macksville; now in Cuthrie County _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ . _ _——
sburg 6 Jan 1868 6 May 1870 Thomas H Thatcher
B T R S G s T S G
N 16 Sep 1873 19 Mar 1878 _ _ _ _ _ _ Joln A Dennig
Wah-Ta-Wah 22 Jul 1851 19 Sep 1854 . Alcorn
# Indicates covers in my collection
6
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Adair (Adair County) B o s ngy changed to Avondale

Fost office established 10 jJan 1854, in section 10, Washingtonm Towmship, by
Thomes N. Johnson, first postmmster. Contimned to 20 Feb 186l; reestablished
2 Jul 1561 to 25 Peb 1864; and again 7 Oct 1870 to J1 Dec 1873; when its name
and site was changed to Avondale, some 2} miles southeast, with William H.
Crow as first postmaster. It was finally discontinued 1 Feb 1882, Within a
week of the discontinvance of the first Adair post office, a new one by that
name was established, on 7 jan 1874, in sections 3 and 4, Summit Township, in
the far northwest corner of the county; it is still in service. Its first
postmaster was John E. Moran. Commissioners met on 24 Apr 1855 at Adair Post
Office and selected "Summerset" as county seat of Adair County.
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argus sorT. 18TH. Ottumwa @oal Palace. I

CLOBINE DCT, 107TH, 1981,

THE COAL PALACE

The citizens of the busy manufacturing city of Ottumwa originated the
idea of a Coal Palace. That city lies in a great coal producing regionm,
has extensive water power and has developed important manufacturing indus-
tries. It planned for an anmual exhibit of its productions in its Coal
Palace. It may be thought by some that there could be no beauty developed
from the dark, smutty black diamonds, but cultured architectural and deco-
rative skill works out new forms of beauty often from very crude materials.
The Coal Palace was made winsome in architectural design, and while it may
not have been so richly or gorgeously beautiful as the Corn Palace® it was
made serviceable by its fine exhibits of the products of the fields, the
orchards, gardens, mills, shops, and mines of the growing city and the reg-
ion surrounding it, and Ottumwa is deservedly known as one of the Palace
Cities of the State. (A Hand Book Of Iowa-1893-Iowa Columbian Commission).

# QOriginated at Sioux City, Iowa, about 1884, first of the Iowa "Palaces".
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THE WHITE

| Mourning Covers
So named because of their black border in respect to the memory of the
— deceased, by members of the immediate family. Both stationery and en-
velope were usually matched. Wide border was used immediately follow-
ing death, then diminished according to the months elapsed, until one
year later, which concluded the official mourning period.




THE FRANKING FRIVILEGE. free born citlgens—the right to the pursuit  prejudices or passions of one foreign eiti.
Mr. Borron: of Lappiness, ta life, to liberty and mh-%m nar proseribe any religions denoming-
The aboets published io est expresslon of vpinlen—snad thet is sl tion,Cathalie or Protestant. Those geatiemen:
this State, which are engaged almost exclu- | right; Kanwas is inthe hands of cur friends| who are so loud in their praise of the one,
sively in ndvoesting free trade in whiskey | they ressos, we wont say one word sbout| and so sensitive sbout the other, if teste
and negroes, seem intensely horrified at the it, but must nat frank letlers to | to-morrow, would be found disfravchising
seeming abuse of the sbove priviiege by the Know } 1 ‘Ihmnlhlmﬁlclbmqgh
your humble servant, whis giant rnnp' Read what the “Cedar County Advertis- other, moch souser han those whom they
stalk unrebuked before their eyes, and onder | er™ of the 12th imt., over the sigmtere dimmlqnhtmd-m“
their vory poses, unnoticed, s long as per- | “Jomdan," asd in the editerial mﬂJMhM[.lM-lhiﬂﬁy with it
by the rals that lnfest the aationzl the week previons, says aboat Pardee Dut-’ where it constitntionslly ralsts. The peo-

trenrary, or the hirelings that da the biddiog ler. How muny pruhlﬁllmcdtn-llph of this cosgressisesl district bave

of n debused Admizitration. ted 1o the slave propagundists, and free trade | elected meto the 34th Congress by's majori
T um epposed to the existence of the frank- | in whiskey, will notice in the sume -Illr"!-lmlﬂ, 1 feel bosored by their
ing privilege, and will go as far a3 33y cae | style, the trestment of & feliow citisen, vne | fattering vote. No vile sessult upos my
in itx repeal, and if that question cowes up | who has earncd hin brrad by the sweat of | private character, contemptible ';
in Congress while | sm & member, yoo will | his brow in lows, & citizes of their adapted of bass intimstioss, from these political
fisd my vote recorded in favor of its repeal. | State; natore’s sobleman, sn bonet lﬂpwhﬂhmﬂ-*qw
The franking privilege is mwﬁyﬂilm min. Mok kis trestment in| and my whele duty. | sm & freeman, rep
eafety sgainat the theives and corrupt offi- | Kunses ond bis manly besring and fesrless resant freemenfand from their Meel republi
cers of the State, with a fex bolmhhu-Eilﬁpﬂ‘l-nt. J]lhi » vight to claim the | cxnism | shall turn & doxf exr, 1 kzow of
coptions. My frank plsced on a letter is o | protection of tha’ presd of Jows, and yet| oo theests, sawuits, sbuse, or attscks, per-
sure gusrantes that it will be opemed wt | these sheets esy nothing sbout thet matter, | sanally morslly or politically that skall make
same post ofice in this State. In Locas [and st the vame time woste thelr thunder| me falter In representing s confiding cone
county be ana of those places, whence came | upon Tharington for franking documents to stituency. When | s sesailed 52 = Enow
“the elfasion of the sick Know Nothing, of the | the Know Nuthings ! Nothing, and It beeomes necessary in my
Burlingtan Gasette, an official of the Admin- |  The sriicle copied from the Union of Keo- | judgment 10 addross them or their lodges,
iatention who either instignted the Postmas- | sauqua, into the Bamaer of the 14th inst., || shall doso, | have no secrets to withe
ter ar did rob the mail of the letter, and pub- | e/itorial and allapea ke of frecmen enterleg | hold from them or te world whiere the rights
Lish the same in the above named paper on | bor Cannolls sl becaming  slaves, *Leing | of mnn and proporiy, religion or morale, are
the moening of the eleotion. Thelr bass- nehooled in faleehood nnd oll kinds of polit-| coneerned. | have same ton weeks to apare
ness recalled upon themaslves aa both [,n-|lul fraude und triekory,” This effruntery | bofore the meeting of Congrens, e il they
cas nind Dow Muines couuties teturned free- | o vnly equilivd by their Kansus bogislature, pes wnxiove § will part with a portion af
men {or office-holders, | where by their laws they woull make free- | tlat time, in posting the vaters of lows with
While it n asserted 10 bo all wrang in menslaves, After such cooland delibernte | rogned 1o the benutiind wals the Adainistrs-
Thorington 10 send Know Nothing docu- | stifling of the (reedom of speech, the seiz: | ton is working with in this Stacw to gueed
monts, and that it s abasing tha “'““WI:’I af property wnlawfully, the desecration and protect the vights and Tiberties of jta
privilege, sad while they steal his letters, |ofall logil, civil, religions and politieal | peaple.
peblish them and wtter falschoods miihﬁhMm“mmmﬂﬁj In conclusion, Mr. Editer, | =ik fur twe
them, oo one word is uttered in condemna. oW lurhing. Freedom occupies 4 plnna- | thoussnd copies of your paper 1lat contains
tion of the incembents of the past -Iutlldlli high, thas.te them it would require | this srticle, und to enable ihe Sag Nickt poet
Chicage, where bousaads of dollars xre | something mare than the effulgent Ighto! | mesters infows 1o know difiniely whay
stulen with the most op=n and barefaced ef- the sun to see ber in her fair rudes ! they are stealing wnd peguring theomsaives
frontery, Thisls apparently all right, as* They condema tha franking pﬂdlq-.—1|u. I intesdl sanding and franking them
the pro-alavery and whiskey crgams are Does oot the slavery mopagandist sbise it? (o the Lodges ia lows. | think. wy brothe
e risctly sum v the subleet  They wink Hawe you no levutiten in your reoks that er Koow Nothinge ma getsliog witk cae
4! the stealing of Thorington's letters, snd cver sverstep the bosnde of moderation in | copy to the dusen Gembers. |
11 ¢ conductoberrved towsrd his documents, ite wer ! Uone wonld thisk ol from the  As o the post master & this plaes, T
and keep silent sbout the thoosinds of let- ' silracs of your organs. Now set bover- regrot 1o subject bim aod his efficient depu-
tors destroyed aod made way with and the | sbly for ence In yoar lives, if but 12 Uy the by to the lax of mailing them, yet diey most
hundeads of dollazs stolea from the depart. | novelty ofit.  Rauise your stamdard, sdvo- artribute the extrs lador 1o their ows
ment, but 5t the sume time hoap upan Thor- | cate repeal or modification, 1 do net care friends. | loclude them in the boneesbie
ingten every abuse for frankiay lettzes to @which, and | will join in the efort =nd do | exceptions mentioned sbove. When Emw

the Knaw Nothings, slthoagh he has the |whet | esn ta attain the objeet. | Nothinglem censes to be republicas in this

Tegal wight, snd sotwitheunding Julgs 1 shall be eotithed 10 the frankiag privi- State, | shull cows tualfilists with it. Tnthe
Devgles Boods lilineis threagh the svme lngs uutll the st of Decewbers 1557, unless | mean time the morw its cpponents stir 1his
priviloge, Gen. Jonns, Jows, and Dr. Olde, the Jaw ls sltered | during that tiae {<Lall | matter the worse it will be for them. Theit
Ohlo, with his professional sotices, and  not pay une ceal of pestagn upon any doco- | gld system of attacking upright, banest de.
notwithwtanding they send pounds where mont of lettar 1 may sewd or reccive, that1] partment, and glossing over deformitiesin.
Thorington sends vunces. | tngbe entitled to senil ur receive tree. 1know | their own honsehold, hes hisd ts dey 5 tha
The frauking privilegs is greatly M!-rknlﬁ.lluidmm sguinet @ | peaple huve opened thoir cyes and the soon-
and corruptly veed by Thorington in the es. | by the palitical slave propagandists of lowa | or they make their wills the better, sa the
timation of thees eorrectors and guardians | will not deter me from using them, | ehall | hundwriing loon the wall end the ides of
of the dear puople’s Liberties nnd morals | nat yield to, cr faver tholr tyrannizing over | Novamber, 1806 sro approaching.
wihen at the same tinn they read column after| (reemon and the fres Institutions of the| | gm, wir, very respectfully, your ob't per-
eulumn of the wholesale trampling under foot | North,  Tehuli not favor free trade in whis. | yam, James TromsNgToN,
and the violation of the demrest rights of key and nagroes. [ shall not penderto the

—




Pictured above is James Thorington, Member of Congress from Iowa.

Below is the envelope, mailed from Davenport, Iowa on or about Oct & 1855,
which contained the blistering editorial (appearing on the second page) by
Mr. Thorington, in answer t¢ those who would criticize hiz for his use of

the franking privilege in sending Know Nothing documents, such as the one
shown on the first page following.
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EARLY I1OWA ADVERTISING COVERS

ABOVE : HOTEL ADVERTISING COVER OF THE JULIEN HOUSE, DUBUGUE, IOWA
POSTMARKED 1856, WHICH HOTEL CONTINUES TO OPERATE TOQDAY. THESE
EMBOSSED, RICH- COLOURED ENVELOPES WERE TRULY "WORKS OF ART"

BELOW: BUSINESS ADVERTISING COVER OF THE PERCUSSION MATCH & WRITING
INK. MANUFACTORY OF A H BURHANS & CO, VALLEY STREET, BURLINGTON, 10WA
POSTMARKED IB57. LHOICE EXAMPLES OF SUCH COVERS ARE DIEFICULT TO
ACQUIRE, ADD MUCH To THE VALUE OF STANMPS NORMALLY FounND THEREOMN
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