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The coming of the railroads to Iowa marked a rapid increase in the develop-
ment of the State. From the formation in 1853 of the first corporation, to
build a line from Davenport on the Mississippi to the Missouri, until the
turn of the century, many differenmt companies operated in Iowa. Some of the
earlier lines are still in operation but under different names, The Panic
of 1857, failure of some of the hastily organized companies, the widespread
doubt as to the practicability of railroads because of tragic accidents and
finally the Civil War retarded their construction until after 1865.
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Map of the Central Portion of the Umited States showing the lines of the
proposed Pacific Railroads, published about 1861. The Dubuque & Pacific
E_ extended to Cedar Falls, the Mississippi & Missouri River R.R. to Newton.

Note the proposed "Des Moines Valley Railroad" from Keokuk to Des Moines.
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7 <-- Keokuk to Mt. Zion, Eldon, Evans, Monroe, Des Moines, Fort Dodge
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Although the heokuk, Ft. Ues Meines & Minuesota Kail-
Load commenced construction this branch In 1856 with
38 miles to bentonsport, then 54 miles in 186l to Eidyville, it was not until
186b that the Des Moines Valley Hailroad added 74 miles to les Moines. The
route north of Des Moines extended to Grand junction in 1870, Tiually to Fort
Dodge in 1671, a distance of 245.7 miles. Twelve trips daily were made under
Mail Comtract No. 11011, The Des Moines to Fort Dodge portiou of the line was
sold under foreclosure in 1875, subsequently became & portion of Minneapolis &
St. Louis Hailroad., This postal card was mailed in 1873.
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CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY R. R.

This letter was postmarked May 23, 1862, on the Burlington
& Missouri River Railroad, being carried from Mt. Pleasant
to Fairfield., It is now operated as the Chicago, Burling-
ton & Quincy Railroad. This company was incorporated by a
preliminary meeting of some of the principal citizens of
Burlington, Iowa, on the 15th day of Jamuary, 1852, but it
did not complete its organization nor become an efficient
company before November 25, 1853, The first 75 miles of
the road, to Ottumwa on the Des Moines River, were located
and the building of it commenced March 22, 1854, finally
reaching that station in August of 1859, It had reached
Fairfield, 51 miles from Burlington, by August of 1858,
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Reverse of Pass showing the
routes of the NORTH MISSOURI
system for 1870,

Cover above was placed onboard a train where the
2¢ stamp was canceled with the rare postmark of
the "NORTH MISSOURI R.R, NOV 27"1866.
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CHICAGO, MILWAUKLS & ST. PAUL RATLWAY

Turkey River Branch

This branch was constructed over a lU-year period a distance of 58 miles to
connect Turkey River Jumction, on the Mississippi River, with West Union in
Fayette County, travelling along the Turkey and Volga rivers. Inm 1872 the
Dubuque & McGragor Railroad built 15.1 miles to Garber; in 1878 the Chicago
Clinton & Dubugue Railroad completed 29,6 miles to Wadena; and, in 188Z the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad completed the 13,6 miles to W, Union,
Six trips daily were carried under Mail Contract No. 27039.
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E‘ CHICAGO, BUKLINCTON & QUINCY RAILRUAD i

RIViER LINE

This "BUR., & K. K. H."™ cancellation was
used on the River Line between Keokuk
and Burlington im the 1870s. Con-
struction was commenced in 1857
between Viele and Keokuk, com-
pleted in 1870 between burl-
ington and Keokuk, over

witich 43 miles 6 trips
daily were made on
ml MUHcta ko,
11002 & Z7011.




RATLROADS

CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE
&
ST.PAUL RATLROAD

This cover was postmarked on
October 16,1877 by the agent
aboard the Fayette & Daven-
port division of the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St.Paul Railroad,
originating from Monticello.
1t was probably handed direct-
ly to the agent by the clerk
from the Burastt House
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CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL R. R.
This letter was postmarked March 16 (in the '70's)

bymuomdthewa
R. Written from rt, n Co., it went to

Davenport where it was transferred to Des Moines.
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DES MOINES & FT.DODGE R.R.

Cover shown bears the
handstamp of the railroad
station at RIPPEY, IOWA .

On January 1,1887 the rail-
road was purchased by the
CHICAGO & ROCK ISLANDR.R.
See opposite page for the
full story.
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This postal card was mailed on
this route from Kippey in 1879,

Construction of this railroad
was commenced in 1568 by the Des
Moines Valley Hailroad, with 82§
miles being cospleted in 1870 to
Tara from Des Moines, In 1882
the Des Moines & Fort Dodge K. K.
cospleted 55 miles to Ruthven,
Irackage rights were granted for
the Tara to Fort Dodge segment.

The Des Moines to Tara portion
of the route was sold at fore-
closure in 1874 to the Des Moines
and Fort Dodge HRailroad, which
continued to operate it until
Janvary 1, 1587. It was then

leased to and operate! by the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad uatil
January 1, 1905. From then on it has been leased to, operated and finally
owned by the Minneapolis tr St. Louis Railway.

Six trips dadly were zacde under Mail Contract ko. 2703l between Des Moines
and Fort Dodge at the time this postal card was mailed in 1579,
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ILLINUIS CENIRAL RAILKUAD

The Main Line of this railroad was built in three dif-
ferent segments, with the construction of 29 miles
first to Dyersville from Dubuque, then 49 miles to Jesup by the Dubuque &
Pacific K, K., in 1857 and 1860, The Dubuque & Sioux City R. R. completed
_ 21 miles to Cedar Falls in 186l, 43 miles to Jowa Falls in 1606. The Iowa
1 Falls & Sioux City R. R. completed 49 miles to Fort Dodge in 1869, 136
miles to Sioux City inm 1570.

This cover was mailed on this line soou after the completion of the road
to Sioux City, when in 1571 there were 12 trips daily under Mail Coutract
No. 11007 operating on the 327.]1 wmiles between Dubugue and Sioux City by
the Illinois Central Railroad system.

The use of the word "To" in the railroad cancel was not commwonly used.
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CHICAGD & NORIHWaST RN RALLWAY
OKAWA GRANCH

Rwver JuscTron

This "Maple River junction
Maplevon® Agept cancelliadion
T appears on a postal card, in
1679, soon after this Lrunch
line was constructed. These
60,2 miles were built in 1577
by the Maple Hiver Railroad.
In 1878 there were o trips

Fracsnsesmewuleonsn s s o

. }--Jo---q-.—

1 daily by the Chicago & North-
! western Railway under Mail
So—-1-—~— Contmct No. 27038.
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CHICAGO, MILWAUKLL & S1. PAUL RALLWAY

Magquoketa Branch

The Davenport & St. Paul Kailroad Company constructed 32.4 miles of this
route, from Eldridge to Magquoketa, in 1872. The remaining 10 wiles were
completed into Davenport before 1875, At the time chat this cover was to
receive this very fancy Agent-marking of j. B. Baird, on a Southbound trip
in 1881 the Davenport & St, Panl Railway was operating 6 trips daily under
Mail Contract No. 2701B. This cover originated at Maguoketa, travelled to
Davenport and themce castward to Watertown, Hew York.
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This letter was postmarked Jammary 15, in the early 1870's
while carried on the Dubuque to Iowa Falls division of the
Dubuque & Sioux City Railroad, later operated by the Illi-
nois Central Railroad. This railroad was projected in 1854
and the preliminary line was surveyed in 1856 & construc-
tion started. Forty miles was completed to Earlville by
January, 1858, The next year it was extended to Jessup in
Buchanan County and in the spring of 1861 it was continued
to Cedar Falls, Blackhawk County, 100 miles from Dubuque.
It reached Iowa Falls in 1865, This route, with its fine
connections with the Des Moines Valley Railroad at Fort
Dodge and the Sioux City and Missouri River Railroad fur-
ther west furnished Wisconsin, Minnesota ana northern Iowa
the shortest commmunication with the Western States.
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CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL R. R.
This letter was postmarked March 17, 1880,
by an agent aboard the Fayette & Davenport
division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul R. R., originating from Monticello.
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

THE RAILROADS

Dubngue & Sionx City Railroad -
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VPELE

DUBUQUE & WESTERN RAILROAD

In 1859 this railroad was built from Farley to
Anamosa,lowa. From Dubuque to Farley the Dubuque
& Western operated over the line of the Dubuque
& Sioux City Railroad, By 1865 the line from
Anamosa to Cedar Rapids was completed and the
name changed to Dubuque & South Western Railroad,
The cover shown is a unque usage of a patriotic
cover and the only known use of the marking of
the DUBUQUE & WESTERN RAILROAD,
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CHARITUN BRANCH

CHICAGO, BURLINGION & QUINCY RALLROAD

This branch railroad was built a distance of 69 miles, southwesterly, to
Urant City, Missouri, travelling through and serving the communities of
Lucas, Wayne, Decatur and Ringgold counties in Iowa. &Eventually, in 1B86,
it connected Des Moines, Ilowa with St. Joseph, Missouri, a distance of 200
miles. t;onstwrtiou was commenced in 1872, 36,7 miles between Chariton and
Leon, by the Burlington & Missourd River Railroad. In 1680 the Leon, Mt. Ayr
& Southwestern Kailroad mplt.te‘ 37«0 miles to Grant City., That was the year
of this postal, when © trips daily were made by the burl. & Mo. River R. R.
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Iowa Postal History

DAVENPORT & ST. PAUL BRANCH

CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & S1. PAUL RAILROAD

Gl wiscomMSsIN
IO s

The Magquoketa Branch of the Davenport & St. Paul branch of the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad was built in 1872, a distance of 32.4 miles,
between Maquoketa and Eldridge, to gonnect with the Davenport & Calmar Ry,
In 1877, when this postal card was mailed, The Davenport & 5t. Paul R. I,
made 6 trips daily under Mail Contract No. 2Z7016.

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS EIB[-—‘I:'HS MESSACEON THED
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Iowa Postal History

CHICAGO & NORTH WESTERN R. R.

This letter, postmarked Junme 17, 1870 at Boone, Iowa, was
carried aboard a mail car on the Chicage & North Western
Railroad to Grand Junction. Here it was transferred to a
Des Moines Valley Railroad train, for the balance of its
trip to Fort Dodge. The above map indicates this was the
only rail connection between these points at that time, &
pictures the stage-rcads comnecting the various villages.
Just eleven years prior to this time the Northwestern had
come only to Cedar Rapids, from Chicago. The Cedar Rapids
f« Missouri River R.R. was organized to extend the road to
Council Bluffs, which was finally completed by 1867.
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CHICAGD, MILWAUEKEE & ST. PAUL R. R.

This letter was postmarked October 15, 1881 by an
agent aboard the Davenport and St. Paul branch of
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, Other
rail routes of that day are also shown on the map.
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Railroad passes of three of Iowa's early railroads. 4&5
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JOWA CENTRAL RAILKOAD

MINNEAPOLIS & S51. LOUIS RALLWAY

This cancellation (as appears on the postal card at
the bottom of this page, mailed in 1876) is truly
representative of its descriptive titie "lowa Central
Railroad.” For this route, 190 miles from Albert Lea,
Minnesota to Albia, lowa traversed the very center of
Towi's rich farmland, crossing a number of the main
river systems of the state.

Construction was commenced in 15867 by the Hdeora
Railroad & Coal Company, 10 miles of trach were
laid between Ackley and Eldora. In 1568 the lowa
Hiver Railwey Company completed 27 more miles between
Eldora and Marshalltown. In 1870 the Central Rail-
road of Jow: built o5 miles of road between Ackley
and Northwood and in 1871 the route was completed
by the same company when Bl miles of track was
lajd between Albis and Karshalltosm, thus com-
pleting the southern portion of the route. It is
to be noted that this route served Masom City,
Hampton, Bldora, Marshalltown, Crimmell, Uska-
intersecting a oumbes other cross-

when
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state rallways and skirting the capital city of
approximately
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CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC RAILWAY S —

SOUTHWEST RN LINE

This envelope carried a letter from South inglish, Yowa to Salem, Uregon
in the early 1880s. It travelled southwesterly to Kansas CGity, on to the
west.

This branch of the C. R. I, & P, Ry. extended 196 miles, from Davenport,
Iowa to Irenton, Missouri. Construciion was commenced in 1856, completed in
1881. The Mississippi & Missouri K. h, built 12 miles from Wilteon to Musca=
tine and 38 miles to Washington. The Chicago & Southwestern Ky. completed
270 miles to Leavenworth, Kangas, The C, R, I, & P. Ry. Tinished 26 wiles
from Davenport to Muscatine. Six tyips daily were made, Contract No. 27017.
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CHICAGO, BURLINGTUN & QUINCY KALLWOAD

This cover is an carly example of the Main Line service,
on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Hailroad, in 1863,
which operated between Chicago, Illinois and Ottumwa,
Iowa. Construction was commenced im 1856 between Burlington and Mount
Pleasant, 27 miles, by the burlingten & Missouri Kiver Railroad. In 1859,
47 more miles were completed to Ottumwa. In 1863 the C. b. & Q. Ry. had

12 trips daily between Chicago and Burlington under Mail Contract N9 11505,
a distance of 211 miles,
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LaS MOINES VALLEY RAILROAD

A part of the Chicago, Kock Island & Pacific Ry.
First identified as the Keokuk Northwestern
branch, construction was commenced in 1856,
with 38 miles being completed from heckuk
to Bentonsport and 54 miles in 1Bel to
Eddyville by the Keokuk, Ft.les Moiues
& Minnesota Kailroad, Im 186b the
remaining 74 miles to Des Moines
was completed by the Des Moines
REsownLE Valley Railrcad. In 1871 this
line operated 12 trips daily
under Mail Contract 11011.

umwa,

—— i —— et e e s

This particular cancellation is unique among railroad postmarks
because of the "I0OA." association with "D. V. K. R.", identify-
ing the state as "Iowa" in which the Des Moines Valley Railroad
operated, first between Keokuk and Des Moines, later on to Fort
Dodge (which latter portion was subsequently sold under {ore-
closure in i875 and became a part of the Minneapolis & St. Louis
Railroad.)
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Original sketch which accompanied proposals for the establishment of the Des
Moines Valley R. R. up the valley from Keokuk to Des Moines, Note that the
artist called attention to "the best settled portions of Iowa and Illinois",




THE WESTERN MAILS

()
4
oy

ASA M iearee

- Bl VALLEY
1869

&%

/éjﬂe
a'fjtl\l".éﬂ% 1R,

‘f.- -
Wi
.,

os St
_

o2

Prae s
e A
Upan the condition




SABULA, ACKLEY & DAKOTA R. R.

Now a part of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway. Construction commenced in 1870, 20
miles completed from Sabula to Preston, 13 more
to Delmar Junction in 1871, and finally, 54 in
1872, to Marion. Became a part of the C. M. &
Council Bluffs in 1882, This cover cancelled in 1872, when 6 trips daily
were made under Mail Contract No. 11017. Cover origimated at Magquoketa,




Freight receipt of the Des Moines & Fort Dodge Railroad Co.

Postal card mailed in the 1870's from Fort Dodge to Des
Moines showing the Agent's marking on the D.M.Valley R.R.
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CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN RATLWAY

Y The Main Line of this railroad conkiects 5
Chicago with Council Bluffs, via Clinton and Cedar Rapids, This postal card,
mailed in 1875 from Logan, travelled over most of the Iowa-portion to Clinton
when 12 trips daily were carried under Mail Coatract No. Z}JUJ.IE r
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JLLIKUIS CENTRAL RAILLAUAD

First called the Dubugue & Pacific Railroad, shen coo-
struction was cq-“.nccd in 1857 from Dubugue, it was
changed to the |Dubuqu ¥
contimued on from Jesup to vedar Fa t B, and then to Iowa Falls in 1866.
This cover was mailed on the Dubuque to Iows Falls segment of the rail=-
road in the early 1870s, and bears the rather uncemmon cancellation which
incorporates the use of "To" instead of "&” in comnection with the termini.
The dotted lines indicate the course the railroad took beyond Iowa Falls
when, in 1808 and 1570, the Iows Falls & Sioux city Railroad Company com~
pleted the line to Sioux City and the Missouri kiver, thus linkiug
great rivers (Mississippi and Missouri) bounding the state of Iowa.
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CHICAGO, MILWAUKGEE AND 51. PAUL RATLWAY

Davenport - Calmar Branch

This branch was constructed 1B872-1882 a
total of 165.7 miles, to serve several
northeastern Iowa counties in their coo-
nections with Davenport, an important
terminus, both for eastern rail connec—
tions, and for river traffic on the
Mississippi River. 1t first started
as the Davenport & St. Paul R. K,,
changed to the Chicago, Milwaukee
and St. Paul Railway in 1880.

This cancellation, one of the rarer Agent markings, indicates a Southbound
trip, from Monticello to Clinton, in 1881, as applied by A, L. bBlakeslee,
Six trips daily were made under Mail Conmtract No. 27027 on this line.
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& S5i. PAUL RAILROAD

The need for connecting rail service between lubugue
and Cedar Rapids, via Monticello and Anamosa, was Bat—
isfied by the construction of this brauch of 56 miles,
between Farley and Cedar Rapids. The Dubuque Western
Kailrocad, in 1859, built 13.8 miles bLetween Farley and
Sand Springs, and 16.9 miles to Amamosa in 1860. The
Dubuque, Marion & Westerm Railroad built 10,7 miles to

Springville, the hgﬂ' Southwestern K. K. 10.8 miles
to Mariom in 1563, 25 to Ledar Rapids

in 1865. Six trips daily were made in 15877 under Mail Contract ho. 27020.
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Contract with the Mississippi & Missouri Railread to transport 3 car loads
of horses from Jowa City to Davenport for Capt. W. P, Hepburn, Compamy "B
2nd Regimental Cavalry in comnection with the Civil War, dated Aug 15 1861,




CHICAGO AND NURTHWiSTERN RALLWAY

This CEDAR RAFILS & COUNCIL BLUFFS KR.P.0. cancellation was used in 1570s
and 1840s on the Main Line of this road between Clinton and Council Hluffs,

Construction was commenced in 1B57 when the Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska R. K.
built 44 miles between Clinton and Wheatland.™ 1n iEGtT, 20 miles were bullt
to Lisbon, and in 1859, 17.3 miles on to Cedar Rapids. In 1861 the Cedar
Rapids & Missouri Hiver W. K. constructed 4] miles to Chelsea, 29 miles to
Marshall in 1862, 19 miles to Nevada in 1864, 23 miles to Boone in 1865 and
finally, in 1867, 149.0 miles to the Missouri River, to connect the Missis-
gippi and Missouri rivers.

When this postal card was mailed in 1876, there were 12 trips daily unde
Mail Contract No. 23003, by the Chicago & Northwestern Railway.
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DUBUQUE TO FT.DODGE
L.D.BUTTON 1/15/MAR D.TO FT.D. R.P.O.

Item 1- L.D.Button, D. TO Ft.D. R.P.O., 24, blue, 1873, IV

This is an unlisted postmark which I am glad to record. It is of
the type-known as clerk's personal handstamp, normally used for facing
slips, reports, sorting slips, etc. While not normally used to
postmark mail matter, the clerk sometimes used them when regular
hammer was damaged, mislaid, lost, etc. Will assign catalog No.
759-AF-1 to this example. Route was via Illinois Central R.R. Iowa
Div. from Dubugue to Fort Dodge, Ia. 192 miles. R.P.0O. clerk
L.D.Buttom was listed in 1871 and 1873 Register .He was born in New
York, Hired in Iowa and had a salary of 51,400 per annum.

ED " Faetla

Charles L.Towle

ILLINOIS CENTRAL R.R.
Both cards addressed to
Manchester, Iowa and
routed over the Illinois
Central.Cover below
originated at Rockford,
Illinois CHICAGO & DUBU.
R.P.0O. W - bound.

Cover above originated
betwveen Dabuque and Ft.
Dodge about 1875.

Charles L.Towele & Henry
A.Meyer were the authors
of RAILROAD POSTMARKS 1861
1886.
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' ST. PAUL, MINN.

St.PAUL & SIOUX CITY
RAIL ROAD.The route
was S5t.Paul,Minn.
to Sioux City, Iowa,
via the CHICAGO, St.
PAUL,MINNEAPOLIS &
OMAHA RAIL ROAD.

The two railroad
postmarks are not
listed in TOWLE &
MEYER,but there is
asimilar - ST.P. &
S.C.to the R.P.O.
shown here




THE WESTERN MAILS

HOUSATONIC RAILROAD

This route ran between Bridgeport,Conn. and
Pittsfield,Mass. The cover shown bears a three
cent stamp of the 1856 issue,tied by the rail-
road station postmark of HAWLEYVILLE, Conn.,
on OCT 31,about 1860.
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ALLEGHENY VALLEY RAILROAD

E.B.EX.A.V.vas the Eastern Branch Extension of the
ALLEGHENY VALLEY R.R.,between Driftwood and Red
Bank Furnace,Pennsylvania,used about 1876.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

BALTIMORE & OHIO R-R.

MONROVIA OCT 18 1869 B& O.R.R. Arailroad station postmark
tying the 3 cent stamp of the 1869 issue,addressed to PAWNEE

AGENCY NEBRASKA
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EAST TENNESSEE,VIRGINIA & GEORGIA R.R.

E.T.Va.&Ga. R.R. BURNSVILLE JUN 29 1885. A rare railroad station
postmark in BLUE. Cover addressed to Burlington,Iowa and back
stamped on reverse as illustrated above.
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LAKE SUPERIOR &
MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD

This railroud was established under territ-
orial land grant charter, to connect the
head of Lake Superior with the Mississippi
river, at St.Paul in 1857. Later, after {ts
construction in the 1870's, the name was
changed to the ST.PAUL & DULUTH R,R. The
cover shown beers the type B-1 postmark
used from Pine City,Minnesota which was a
station on the line.
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