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L.dles .nd it"ntlemen, peT1llit me to .dd my words of welcome to th.t which
m.y h.ve .Ire.dy be"n "xpress"d by your conv"ntion ch.1T1ll.n .nd h"r "fflcient
st.ff. W" are .11 d"dlc.ted to the hope th.t thls convention fellowship will
prove to b" one of your best, th.t individu.lly you will it.ln new frlends .nd
acqulre deeper .pprecl.tlons for wh.tever f.cet. of our hobby you may wl.h to
pursue. Th.nk you for your per.on.l .ttend.nce .nd the many efforts you h.ve
m.de .nd wlll continue to m.ke to perpetuate such meetina' .nd the general
good of the p.M.e.C. I .pprecl.te the opportunity to .ddress your group.

Inasmuch 's we .re tod.y meetlng In the c.plt.l clty of the best state
in our Union, I wlll now proceed dlrectly to the subject of my remark., th.t
being, in itener.l, "Post.l History," .nd more .pecific.lly. th.t of Iowa, ..
I h.ve learned to know it through • atudy of ne.rly twenty ye.r••nd a col­
lecting effort th.t h•• been prlvileged the dlscovery nf many lnterestlng .nd
v.lusble items, not to s.y the le.st of countless hours of person. 1 ple••ure.

r--------- POSTAL HISTORY -- C£N£RAL -----------,

We are 'pt to thlnk of the post offlce a. an Instltution of
modern times, but there ls plenty of "vldence to show th.t the pr.c­
tlce of sending me.s.ges, either wrltten or by word of mouth, from
one peraon to snother h•• exlsted from the very earliest tUnes.

There .re sever.l r"ferences In the 8ible on this subject. We
are told ln 11 Chronicl", how "the po.t went with the letten frorn
the Klnit .nd his prlnces throu&!>out .11 Isr.el .nd Jud.h," how "they
p••sed from city to city through the country of Ephralm .nd M.nasseh
even unto Zebulon." In the book of E.ther there Sre vsrlous refer­
ences, .ueh as "Letters were .ent by po.t lnto all the Klng's prov­
lnces," "the posts .... re ha.tened by the Kin,'. cOllllD.ndment." It
.ppe.rs, too, th.t these post. went .ometime. on horseb'ck, or on
mule, camel., or young dromed.rles. We le.rn in Jeremi.h that there
once were rel.ys of the.e po.emen. When one man h.d run until he
was tlred he w's met by another man who wa. w.ltlng for him, .nd who
continued the journey. "One post sh.ll run to meet another, .nd one
me••enger to meet another, to show the Kina of 8.bylon that hi. clty
11 taken .t one end."

The Kaffirs, • s.v.ge tribe ln Southern Afrlc., .lthough they
were called one of the unclvllized r'ces, had a postal servlce.

It .e~ sin,ul.r that durlng the reign of Ch.rles II, of Eng­
land, in 1660, hundreds of ye.rs .fter people h.d found the useful­
ness of having. post.l messenger service, people should object to
.ny improvem"nt ln th.t ."rvlce. Yet such w••• f.ct. At th.t tlme,
In London, letters were delivered by porter.. A cert.in enterprlslo&
citizen named wililam DockwT.y thought he could make an Improvement
on this method, .nd .t con.ider.ble expense he .t.rted • penny post.
He .greed to dellver letters and p.rcels slx or eight time. a day in
the crowded p.rt of the city .nd four time•• day ln the outskirts
of th. city. The porter. fought .trongly .galnst thil improvement,
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cl.imin~ that th~lr business would be ruined; while other people,
morE suspicious than sensible, accused the projector of trying to
assist by his scheme one of the political plrtles of the period.
But the enterprise wa••0 useful that it finally succeeded tn spite
of all this opposition.

It was durin, the reign of Charles 11 that the post office be­
c~ the subject of Parliamentary enactments, and the franklne
privilege, hitherto enjoyed by the King and the executive ofllcer.
of the Government, was granted to member. of Parli.ment, allowing
them free service by the application of their signature upon the
letcer or packet cover. Opposition within the ranks of the ~ber·

ship of the Kouse of Commons and the House of Lords was eventually
overcome and the distinguished statesmen lost no time in loading
down the post with free letters Ind packages to their friends in III
parts of the kingdom. At that time the service was not organized
with anything like the system that prevailed in after years. They
could send almost anything they wanted to by the post. Old English
post office records include lists of the packages and articles that
were atlnt frtle un.er the franking privilege. Afttlr awhile the Gov­
ernnent had to stop lhi. kind of franking and allow only letters to
pISS free.

The man who brought this reform about was Sir Rowland Hill, and
the po. til seevictl OWe. more to him than to any other ~n who ha.
ever lived. He directtld his attention to postal reform in 1835, hi.
special desire being to bring about cheap postage.

The Penny-black, Great Britain, i840, first postage .tamp in world.

- 2 - -- --J
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tn the very early day. In our own country the postal convenience.
grew out of mutual arrangements between {rlends living In the 88me
neighborhood. Letten that came hom Europe, where Our early ancu"
tor. had many correspondents, ~re left at some coffee~houae at the
port where the vessel landed. Prom there they were carried by the
neaTut neIghbor to those to whOlll they wert addreued. In the records
of the Ceneral Court of Mas.achuaetts for 1639 we find this notice:
"It is ordered that notice be given that Richard Fairbanks hi, house
In Boston Is the place appointed for .11 letters which are brought
beyond the seas, or are to be ,,,or thither, to be left with hlm; and
hI< is to t.k,. care that they are to be delivered or sent aecordll\& to
the directions, and he is all~d for every letter a penny, and must
an..... r sll mhcarrhgea through hl. own neglect in this kind."

We find that the first po. tal law, under colonial rule, was made
In 1657 in Virginia, when plantera were directed to provide mea.en­
gers to convey dispatchea aa they arrived to the next plantation, snd
so on, whlch, failing to do, they were to forfeit a hogshead of
tobscco.

In 1672 the Government of New York provided a post "to goe
DIOnthly from New York to Bo.ton," adverthll\& "those that bee dh­
posed to send letter., to brin; them to the Secret.ry's offlce, where,
in • lockt box, they sh.ll be preserved till the messenger calls for
them, all persons payl"i the post before the bagg ia .ealed up."

In 1692 the po.t office was c.rried on by the [nglish, or homE
government, and the office of Postmaster-Ceneral for Amerlca waa
created. The rate. of poatage st that tlme were 9 cents for eighty
mile. or under; from New York to Philsdelphia, 18 cents; to Virginia
24 cents,

In 1753 BenJ~in Franklin, who wss then Poabaaster at Philadel­
phia, was promoted to be Deputy Postmaster-General for the colonies
of America. Thla famous philosopher was a postal refo~r, He ran
a mail-wagon from Philadelphia to Bo.ton, lesvlng esch place on Mon­
day evening and arriving on Saturday evening. He was the fir.t of­
ficer to make the post office yield a revenue over and above its
expenses.

After the Revolution the control of the post office was trans­
ferred to Congress, and Franklin waS unanimously elected Po.baaster­
General for one year.

In old times, both in the United States and in England, when the
rates of postage were very high, some people used to resort to in_
genious methods to avoid the pa~ent of the fee, which was then col­
lected on delivery of the letter. Signs or pictures were sometimes
used On the outside of the wrapper for the purpose of conveying idea••

- , -
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Coleridge, rhe poet, at a wayside inn once aaw a young wom&~
waa unable to pay the postage on a letter which the post messenger was
delivering to her, and paid the fee in apite of the girl's protesta­
tions. When the posbnan left th~ girl confessed thst she and her
brother, who had sent the letter, had agreed that a few hieroglyphics
on the back of a letter should tell her all she wanted to know, while
the letter would contain no writing. She said that they were so poor
that they had invented that method of corresponding. When Rowland
Kill heard of this Incident, he used it as an illustration of the
absurdity of the old system of high charges for postage and won hi,
case for the cheaper penny-post.

As the populstlon of the United States increased and the "move_
ment to the West" Clllmlenced, an even greater need for Improved postal
systems constantly prevaiLed. Settlers who had come one hundred or
one ~housand miles, had left homes, friends, and the amenities of
civilization to stake their claims and their futures in the cheap
lands of the West, universally felt an imperative need for contact
with their old homes. They wanted books, government documentl and
reports, home newspapers, magazinel, and moat important of all,
letters from relative. and uloelate.. Such a lervice was in the
control of the government's constitutional monopoly, hence the sett­
lers looked first to the federal government and the Post Office De­
partment for help.

Originally satisfied with a horseback mall, as the population
Increased such a service no longer sufficed. Settlers and complsin­
Ing newspaper editors soon were urging government certification of
mail routes as st.ge Ilnel hecause they wanted a swifter and more
certain means of bringing In all the bulk mail than the meager ,addle
bags of the horseback routes could promise. Conveyance by boat upon
the inland waterways was not overlooked. The development of the
railroads further alleviated the growing bulk of mall. With a more
complete settlement of and s sophiatlcsted rural America the need
arose, in 1896, for a Rural Free Del1very system. In 1918 airmail
.peeded the delivery of mail. The change in transportation system.
grsdually eroded the Importance of one over the other, Or conver.ely,
supplanted one by snother. The era of the railroads, in.ofar as cOn­
cerned the malls, was supplanted by the motorized Star-route truck
system and the Highway Post Office service.

Aside from the methods of transportation, many changes have also
taken place In the charges for the services and the markings applied
to the malls. Skipping the Colonial postal history period, we look
briefly at the postage_rate structure a. it affected what Is now Iowa,
while still In unorganized and succes.ively in territorial status
under the JuriSdictions of the Louisiana Purchase and the territories
of Indiana, Missouri, Mlchlg.n, Wisconsin and finally lawa.
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.----- >'OSTAL HISTORY -- GENERAL _

By thl! Act of March 2, 1799 the ZOM rates for single letters
wete as follows; Not Over 40 miles. 8 cents; 40 to 90 miles, 10
c~nt.; 90 to ISO miles, 12, cents; I SO to 300 mlln, 11 cents; 300
to SOD miles, 20 cents; and, over SOO miles, 25 cents. Every letter
brought In to the United States, or carried from one port to another,
in private ship or vessel, 6 cents, If delivered In post office where
received; If conveyed by post to any other place, 2 cents added to
the ordinary postage. The Act of April 30, 1810 added a Local (Drop)
letter rate of I cent. The Act of December 23, 1814, effective Feb·
ruary 1, 1815 increased all rate. SO per cent. The Act of February 1,
1816, effective March 3Lst, repealed the 50'1. increase and restored
the rates of 1799 and 1810. The Act of April 9, 1816, effective Ksy
1st, changed the rates to 6 cents for single letters carried not over
30 miles; 30 to 80 miles, 10 cents; 80 to 150 miles, 12~ cents; 150
to 400 milea, 18~ cents; over 400 ",ilea, 25 cents.

The next major change did not occur until the Act of March 3,
1845, effective July 1st, in which the zone rate for half-ounce let­
ters was 5 centa under 300 miles, 10 cents over JOO miles, with 2
cent. for Local (Drop) letter., 2 cents Carrier fee and 2 cent. per
sheet for circulars.

But, stampless covers pertinent to the study of Iowa postal
history were somewhat affected by some Intermediate changes effected
by the Act of March 3, 1825, when the ZOne rate for 150 to 400 miles
was Increased from 18~ to 18 3/4 cents to fit the currency (18 3/4
cents equivalent to I~ reales, Spanish). And, also by the Acts of
March 2, 1817 and July 2, 1836.

Under the te~ of the 1845 Act letters weighing over ~ ounce
were charged wIth the addition of one rate for each additional ~

ounce. Also, private (domestic) steamboat lettera and printed mat_
ter received from a steamboat not under postal contract, taxed at
same rate as If they had been carried In the U. S. mall, by post~

masters at receiving offIces. This only applied to non-postal
steamboats (for matter carried outside the malls).

The Act of March 3. t847, effective July 1st, authorized postage
st""'Ps. It fixed the tate of postage on letten conveyed to or froal
Chagres at 20 cents; to Or from Havana, 12~ cents; to or from Panama
30 cents; to or from Astoria (Oregon), 40 cent,; to or froal any place
on the Pacific Coast within the territory of the United States, 40
cents.

By the Act of March 3, IB51, from and after June 30th, the
sIngle letter rate of , ounce wag 3 cents not exceedina 3,000 miles,
prepaid, 5 cents if not pcapaid, greater dl,tances 6 and iO cent"
and double rate foc double letters. This act reduced Atlantlc-
Pa<:tflc tatea. Significantly, It provided that "postage On all j
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p~inted ..tte~ .hall be pr.p.ld by .t.-ps nr othervl•• , or .h.ll be
ch.~,..d double r.u•• "

TbII Act of March l, 1855, eff.etly. Apdl lit, .... the Hut
aakiol th.. prepa,.ent on dome.tle l .. tter. eompul.ory .nd proyid..d
th.t, for the Ir..at.r ••curity of yaluabl.. I .. tt.. r •• th .. Po.~.t .. r
G..neral ••y ... tabll.h a unlfo... pl.n for th.ir r'li.tr.tion .t •
f... of 5 e.nt•••eh. Expr.... eomp.ni•••nd oth.r. WIIr.. prohlblt..d
fro- earryinl ..11 uol••• u.u.l rat......ffix.d 10 U. S•• t..,••

The Act of Harch ), 186), .ffectIY' Jun.. 30th, defin..d Lett.r
Hall •• Flr.t el ••• H.II, prepayment eo-pul.ory, .ny dl.t.nc. )
cent., drop latt.r. 2 e.nt., prlnt.d .att.. r 2 ceot. per) circular••
Prlv.t••hip lett.. r •• forello and dome.tle, doubl .. I.tt.. r r.t...
(.tlll In fore .. 1947). Prep.ymlnt by po.t'I" .t..,...d. compul.ory
on Drop ..il; all c.rri.r .nd v.y f.... aboll.h..d.

Th.. Introduction of po.ta,1 du... t..p. in 1870 ..nd..d th... t..p·
Ie•• er. fo~ private .hlp latt..r.; thu. t .....io.tlna the Itample'l
pe~iod for all .att..r. of lnt.. r ... t to collactorl, vlth the exception
nf Fr..a and Soldier.' and Sailor.' aall.

,

The earlle.t town ..rk. on .t..pl .... cover. vere In •• tr.labt
Ih•• and fnr th...... t part vithout any bodo, or other device. Of­
ten VI fiod a ••p.r.te .tralabt lin.. d.ta .t"pa u.ad vith .uch a
.ark; certain of th.....arka hav.. the date a. a portion of the .....
• ark a' th. town. [n I.ter u.a,1 Ole often find .tralaht Ilnl .ark.
boxld. In ,Inl ... l •• trallht lin......r .. Iradually repl'Cld by the
early circle type. and by oval. from about 1800 oovard.. Oval poat­
.arka were popular In a period rouah1y b.. tween 1820 .nd 1840. A••
rule th.. oval town mark viii h.ve the n..a of th...t.te at the
botto-. The doubl. ov.l Ie p.rh.p. the eolt pl.ntiful .tyle of ov.I,
Some of the double .nd a few of the ainale oval. beer varlou••ort.
of orn....nt. a. well a. th.. u.ual in.cription.. A f..v quite unu.u.1
oval type. "xl.t In which th" letterinl I. In white cut into a color•
..d Iround. Th..... hev.. th .. eppearance for th .. eo.t pert of homemade
devle... aod .re included vith Faoey town po.tm.rk., F.ncy po.~rkl
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I
.re not It.nd.rd type••nd include f.ncy pictori.l .nd other irre,­
ul.r .h.ped de.ign.. They .re u.u.lly quite IC.rCe .nd conlid.r.bly
hieh.r in v.lu.. Prob.bly the mo.t common typl of c.nc.l i. the
circul.r, but it h•• itl v.ri.cion.. There .re pl.in clrcl•• , double
clrcle., double outer-line circle., double outer-II~ double circle.,
.nd no outer·ri. circlel. tn .... c.... th.. l.tter cl.. tlflc.Uon
i. doubt I.... produced by the we.rinc .w.y of the outer ri. of the
circle On the c.ncellinc device.

O.te. in town ••r~ .re i~ort.nt to th•• tudy of po.t.1 hie tory.
Ho.t li.tine' eiv. con.id.r.tion to the e.rli•• t or th.. l.t... t dete.
recorded. If d.te••r. not evident On the hce of th. cover, it is
.~ti~. po••ible to .Ieert.in the ye.r by the d.t. of thl letter
cont.ined with In. H.nd,ttmped YI.r d.te, in ov.1 .nd circie town
••rk, ere not Co-DOn. The flr.t po.baark with hend.tamp.d y••r d.te
occurr.d in a.ltl.or. io 1782. They .ppeered .an fr.qu.ntly.!t.r
1800 but .re f.lrly .c.tc' .nd h.~ .dded v.tue.

Colort of po.ba.tkt .ake .n int.rettlne Itudy. The ca.mon colort
are red, blue and bl.ck. Creen, purple •••genta, yeltow, brown .nd
or.nc. tre u.ually .carClr. Th. cl.rity of po.batrk. on well pre_
,erv.d covlr••dd, .uch to th. v.lue and c.rt.inly hei&htenl the in­
terelt of the collector.

A eenet.l review of pOt tal hl.tory, tuch I' thi. mu.t of nece.­
Iity be, in the intere.t of prl.ent.tion tl.e, unfortun.tely findl lt
n.c••••ry to ov,rlook ev.n p.I.ing re.ark. of ..ny .p.ci.llt.d ,tud_
ie, of the ..11 l .. tTic•• ; e.g., 10c.1 .atl .ervice, carrier., way and
drop lettarl, interrupted fllght c.ne.ll, tr.in l.te, we.ther reportl
,nd .Io,.n" Rur.1 Free Delivery, R.llw.y Po.t Offlcel, Highu.y po.t
Office., fla, canc.i., pionelr ai~il fli&ht clncelt, airport dedi­
c.tio~, .nd 'n indecish'e "l.. t" but .urety Ilot le.. t "Firat D.y of
1.lu." C.llcell.tion" of which even we c.1l ho•• t of • few.

p

Po.t.1 Hl.tory il not
intlrl.tin, to every­
on., but it h•• h.en •
"tnatun-hunt" to ..
with .any h.ppy hour.
dlvot.d to it•• tudy.

4 L
Through the centurie.
klngda.I, countrle. ~

.t,te., IVell eltie. ~

cro••road h..let. h.ve b.en identified &eoCr.phically. The .hove il­
lUltratlona .ppearld ln a local new.p.per artlele wlthln recent daya,
.nnOlmclnr; the "prn'r..... of our po,t.1 ay.t_ th.t h., bee_ ,uch •
biC cov.r~ot.1 bu.ine., th.t local ideotitie, .u.t be ••crlficed.

______ - 1 - __
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towa, aa ... know It, ia a a- in an e1~aallt I"Uina. It h dch
ill hhtory. It vaa Hut ..."n by whlt~ ..n wb~o Harquette .nd Jollet
touched the .... t b.1Ik of the HI •• I.llppi Ri."r in 1673. 'ta. 1803,
wh.lI it Ilcured ita fir.t ,o.e~nt by the f.-oul Loui.iell. Purch.s"
.1 • p.rt of th.t territory, thcou,h .ueee.li.e tr.llaf.cl fca. Indi­
'11', Mialouci, Hichla.n, Wileon.in, to low. territori•••nd finally
at.tehood In 1846, It h.1 at.adily de.elop~d ita r'aourcei.

Likewiae, the poat.t hi. tory of Iowa il an inter'ltill' Itudy.
It i. i.,o•• lbl. to d••• lop c~I~.ceh ••tecial vithout an appr"ci.tlon
for or an underltandin, of the ~.ellt. that ••d" ouc pOlt.1 .y.t_ a
II.C"'S'ry p.ct of our bUlin"ss .nd 10ci.1 lif~. Throu&h the pr.s.r­
•• tion of eorr"spondenc. we h••e been .101. to tr.ce th" st'I"s of d~­

Yelo,-.nt 'S th" people .ayed Into, then .cross our .tate. Posbaarks
trac. the pione.r settleaents, sa.c of which ha.e Brown to l.ra"
citi~1 vbere.s oth~rs h••• lona linc••~tTed th.lr purpoI" and .re
no lon,er eY"n re.emb"red by the pr"aent ,en.r.tion.

Th" post.1 IYlt... in Iowa d.t"s fca. 1833, the first post office
bOlin, ~.tabllsh.d on H.y 27th in Dubuque (th~n e.ll.d Dubuqu.'s Hin~s

b.e.u.e of Juli.n Dubuqu"'1 le.d .in.s ther••boutl).

Tcue 'fIOu,h, th.r~ ver. settl"rs io low. prior to th.t ti... No
doubt they s.nt "Is.,es to thalr f..ilies .nd frl~ndl or in eonn"c­
tion with th.ir busia.ss but it V'I, .t th. yery belt, • difficult
t'lk. Wh.n Hilsourl b.came ••t.t. in i821, thil r",ion re.erted to
Its unor,anized It.tUI .nd h.d nO Ie-blanc" of a ,o.~~nt. Tr.d~rl

.nd tr.pper. ro..~d th. re,ion, h.d their fur tr.dlnl POltl .nd oth.r
e.t.bII.~nt., but no I"ttle.ent. could le,.lly be ..de.

U.uall,. V.CI betw~en the Indian tribe. vere foulht vithout In­
tecfer~nce by the aOY"tDa'lnt .uthoriti'I, but when the Sioux d•• _
eellded on tha le.d _inina celion .cound Dubuque .ad dro." aut the
l"liti.. te owner., the Sac .nd Fox Iodianl. troop' und~c Lt. Jeff"rlon
D•• I. (l.t.c Pr•• ident of the Conf"dec.t. St.t~.) WOIre di.p.tched to
exp"l the uaurpera. rollowina th~ .uceea.ful conclualOIl of the BI.ck
H.wk W.c, United St.te. fore.d the S.C and 'ox Indl.as to ..ke •
c."Ion of the Iowa l.nd bocd.rln, the Hi•• i •• ippl Ri•• r. Th" Bl.ck
H.Wk Tr".ty v'a alan~d on S~pt ...ber IS, 1832, .t Fort An-strona, on
Rock [.I.nd. Thi. reaion v•• not opened to s"ttl~nt until t833.
On ••••r.l occ.slona the soldJ~r...rehed out fra. Fort Ac.atron& .nd
rort Cr.wford to forcibly r~Y" thos. who waC••qu.ttlna On th~

I.nd. Th" l.ck of lavs in the r~,ion eauled • ar"at d"al of troubl".
To Ii." th. cellon sa.. st.tus in l.v .nd court it v'a att.ched to
HIchi,.n T~rrltory in 1834 .nd di.id"d into Du8uque .nd DeHoyn.
counties. At this ti.. th. firat 'oct Del Haines V'I eatabliah"d on
th" Hlssissippi RiT'c, .t the prt ••nt .itt of Hontrol'" by Col.
St"phen W. K~.~.y. This poat val I.rrison.d until t837 vh~n the
troops ware r.-oY"d to roct Lea.~nvorth.

-, -
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It i. not dlffic~lt, ~nder the.e circu..t.nc•• , to ~nder.t.nd

why It v•• eo-e ye.r. fro- the tl•• white ..n flr.t rOlDed the re,ion
until they could pe~nently e.t.bli.h their h~••nd ..ke their
liviihood here, th.t • need for po.t office••nd their .ervicee v••
required.

A Co-p.ri.on of the popul.tion et.ti.tic. indic.ted there vere
but ~O white. In love in 1832, but by 1836, only fo~r ye.re l.ter.
there vere 10,531, And Ju.t two ye.r. l.ter in 1838 (when lov. Ter­
ritory v•• e.t.bli.hed) thi. fiaure hed -ore then doubled, nUDberlnl
22,589. Thi. r.pld Irovth .il up .nd down the Hi•• I.elppl klver .nd
el.o up the IQVftr re.che. of the De. Koine. River cre.t.d • need for
po.t.1 urvic".

The .ettler. who lived in lov. d~rin, th" ".rly d.y••in,led
work vlth piey, .nd .itho~&h they h.d ••ny h.rd experience., they
.1.0 h.d ..ny aood tl.... Everythin, v•• very rude .nd pri.ltive,
.nd • Ire.t de. I of wh.t VI tod.y re,.rd •• n.ce •• ltie. the ploneer.
con.idered •• iuude•• AI there vere no r.lIro.d. here th.", th•
•ettl.r. d"pended entireiy upon hor.e••nd oxen, .nd, in .0De in­
.t.nc•• , .upplie. wer. brouaht I" on .n occ•• lon.l .te...r. A. ,00n
•• po•• lble .fter • territory v•• open.d up th" ,ov.~nt ••t.b­
Il.h.d .illt.ry .nd territori.i ro.d., but befnre this v•• done the
.ettler. h.d ..de their own hi&hvey••nd byw.y.. Th" fir.t ro.ds
fOllowed the old Indi.n tr.ll.. A. ther. wer. no f.nc•• thl .ettler.
drove over the pr.irie in .11 direction._ H.ll. vert f~ .nd f.r
betwe.n. For .... tt.e po.t.,e VII t_Ilty-fln cent•• Iettar. If
I .ettllr v•• too poor to p.y thl., the aDOd natured ..Il who .cted .s
po.baa.t.r would tru.t hi. ulltii the .Ya v•••v.il.ble. Th. po.t
offic. v•••t SODe store, .nd ..11 v•• received .t irrllul.r lnter­
v.I••t flr.t, .ccordln, •• the conditliln of the ro.d••nd of n.vi_
,.tion •••i.t.d or hindered. Set tier. rode ..ny .ile. to ,et thetr
I.tter.. Hore .p.cific.1Iy, pO.t',1 r.te. durina the e.rly d.ys of
.ettle-ent, •• aoveru"d by th" Act of H.rch 3, 1825, vere b••ed upon
the di.t.ncI ..il v•• c.rried. Th" Act of H.rch 3, 1845 reduced thl
r.tes to two cl •• slflc.tlon.; undlr 300 .lle., 5 c.nt.; Over 300
.Uu, 10 cent.. In 1855 letters could bl c'Hled 3,000 .net for 3
cent., over 3,000 .111. for 10 c.nts. Fln.lly, ln 1863, 'n ordin.ry
lett.r could b. c.rri.d .ny dlst.nce in the Unit"d St.te. for 3 cents.

Soon .fter Governor Luc•• entered upon hi. duties •• the first
chief executlvl of low. Tetritory, • Lett"r v.s .ddr••••d to hi., .t
Burlin,ton, Iov., by the offici.l••t W.shlnaton. Evidently the
people out E•• t knev little of events on the Upper Hississippi, for
the lItter Wlnt to Burlinlton, Nev Jer.ey, v's r,turn.d to W••hina­
ton, v.s sent out, thi. ti.. to Burlin,ton, Vermont, .nd 'I.ln c.-e
b.ck to W••hlnaton. The po.~.tet v" di'lu.ted. He wrote on the
letter, "Por he.ven'. s.ke let thh Ilthr '0 to .o-e other BurHna­
ton, whlrlver it ..y be!" Th.re were no env.lope. In tho.e d.y••nd
the ,reet v.rer s,.lin, the ietter vith the writlna of the po.baast.r

l--~ _ " _
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Hall C~ weakly ~o B~rlln&ton. th~ first territorial capital.
It wa, brouaht lea. the E•• t to Indlan.poltl by ataae coach; thence
by two·hoca. hack to Iowa. From Burlington ~ll WI' taken by hack
to Davenport and by horseback rider. to Dubuque. Before Iowa 01" •
hrritory l",Ucu wen addn..,d, "Iowa POlt Office. Black Hawk Pur­
dl..... Wlaconaln Territory."

The rlYee. wara Iowa'. flrat hlahwaya and were RUch larler thao
they are now. The Iowa, Dca Moln•• , Ced.r and eveo the Tur~y River
were thought to be navla.ble. Today the Hi •• I'llppl and the "i••ouri
..y ~ said to be the only Davla,bla .tr.... tn Iowa. The first
.te~t Co pa•• a10aa low" ••a.terft border ~. the VITI!nl.,
which, in lB2~. carried lappli •• to Prairie du Chien. The pioneer
,.,..-.boat on the 0., Moln... va. the S. I. Sci.nc., Captlln Cllrk,
which ..d. I .hort trip In the rail of 16'·. Th••te-.er tone Ilnd­
.d troop. Ind .upplle. It Raccoon fork. In AUlust of 184' where the
capitol city of Iowa now .tands. This b.c.ae a bu.y rout. durin,
th' n.xt few y.ars unrll thl Itl" Ind r.llrOld took the .te~r'.

pllc., Some of th••• lin•• h.ld ,ov.rnment contrsct. to clrry the
01.11 .nd "Stellrlbo.t" Dr "StlllrI" markinSI On eldy cov.n vedfy Ind
portr.y this Intere.tinl ph••• of our 'Irly po.t.l history. Until
the comln, of the r.llro.d, Ind for mlny y•• rs Ift.r the buildin, of
thl first line., the Stl" In.w~red the leD.rll d...nd. of inl.nd
travel Ind traCflc. Frink Ind W.lker WI' t~ ca.plny oper.tln, the
flrst .tI,U III lowl. III 1854 the Western StIle C.-plllY succeeded
UBI old.r concern, Th...il route. cov.red by th••••ta,•• were I~­

portlnt to the rlpidly explndlnc bu.ine•••• 104 ,.ve I ~r. c~rc­

III I~sphere to the postll •• rvlc. that hId S'en It. be,lnninc in
the iTT.,ullr .t....r·trlp. Ind the po.t rider, Th. flr.t rail In
lowl was laid in Kay, 1854. fly the .nd of 1855 then _n Ilxty·
••ven ..iles of track in operation. Jlnulry 1, 1856, the flnt train
pulhd into low. City, the w••t.n..... t .tatlon of lowl. In AUlu.t,
1866, the flrot train entered De. Moln•• over the De. Moines VII ley
Road. Tn 'bout six IIlOnths, or In February, 1867, I IOCOllloOtive ar­
rlv.d at Council 81uff.. Steam h.d .ucceeded hor.... [ow.'s sta,.
co.ch dsy. wen draWing to • elose. It w.s not untll July I, 1870,
how¥ver, th.t the lIst old cOlch left Des Moln.s for lndllnola. With
thl camin, of the rlilrold, postll .ervlce In lowl WI' a,lln Improved.
011 Au,u.t 26, 1864 the flnt tdp of the U. • Rlilw.y Po.t Office
WI' caapleted fra. Chica,o to Clinton, The trip proved successful
Ind thereaft.r the ,rowth of the Rlilway MIll Service w'a quite rapid.
Atl rout. l,enU bec_ Rlllwly Postll Cluks by 1890, Ind pos~rk.l

Chlnaed froa "Alt," to .... p.O.M

Rur.1 Fre. DelIvery ••rvice VI' estlbtlshed under Presld.nt
Clevetlnd in 1696, Atr ..11 .ervlce in lowl c~nced In 1920 when
I through service between New lork and SIn Frlnci.co wa. atte.pt.d,

- 11 •
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~ut this "rYlce va' DOt coatl~uou ••• iDe' the ..it .a. carrl.d ~y

trd.. at ..ipt. It HC'" ap'parut th.t tIM "rYin. to H rully
_rthvbU•• _.t H OfI'Iutd day a..d t1ipt. 111. fiut LhTOUP d.y
.Dd ..iaht '.rYic. _. i......r.t.d Jaty t, t'l4. la _r. r.c t y.ar•
• a the p r ......U tul.... "'y.. H .... vithdr_ fr_ U _
which It towa. DO 101l,.r .upport.... tIM .arYic.. , Star-rout•• aDd
Hi ......y Post Offic.. 11....... c...U .....d to hnrol.1I. ..... tal .."in. T1lis
l.tt.r type of ••"Ica h•• HCO-& quit.. pop1Itar I. Iowa, .0 -.ch '0
th.t De. Moina. ha. ~.Il t.~d Mthe hlahv-Y ..... t offlc. c.pit.1 af
the URlt.d St.t•• ,~ ••y... ro.t•• opIr.tt... fro- ~at poiot.

•

'~""

.. .. . _..

.......­a

..

r-"--­_........... :>0-_.-__ A'I'

............

.......,.... n--

C "'.. O"'CI hr.... " ••• lW...... 1$4)

l:( 1\00< 0.0.- hr.,,, ..... Puo..... '1l41
CI ""H ",., '.'IU ""'R , ,

1833 - 1843

IOWA

GQO\~TI'I cO" Pllsr 1. SlR"n
~lONG TilE 'lo$lio' ,...., \o\',~,,,

,g UP '-I1E Lo"llit k'1I'".. "ES 0"

tHE DE$ MO'Nes R,,,~~

"_"'''-',';0'-r ~_.....

Thl .tade~t of po.t.l hl.tory .atl.fl•• hi. d••lr. for kDov­
1.01,. vlth .uch r.f.r.De•• a' the United St.te. Po.t.l Cuid.....p•
• uch •• Andr.a.' Hi.torlcal Atl •• of lov., 181S, .arly low. Ca•• t­
teer. and hi. tori....ttt... by Y.rlou••uthor. which tnuch on the

- 12 -
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aubj.ct. But the po. tal hiatory coll.ctor feel. he hal cone but part
of tha vay unle.a he locatea ex..ple. of the.e typ•• of ••11 .ervica
Chen Iowa co".n throuchout th. perioda juat described. The .tory
of po.t.l .ervica In Iova c.n be told .ucb -ora affactlvely when il·
luatr.tad with cover' ne.tly .rr.nced on .lbu. pacea toceth.r with a
brief d••criptIon of the cover. the town Or the cont.nta of the cover.

Poatal HI.tory of Iowa la lntereatlnc •• it h.lp. u. better ap·
pnd.t. the ... U service Vfl an pnlelltly 'lIjoyllll' By .tudy .nd
rea.arch we can learn the hiatory of our .tata In a .uch -Ore per.o­
nal ...nner. vl.uallslnl the circ~tancea connected wIth each cover.
Many new frIend••ay b••dd.d to Our acquaintance in the ••areh for
"Iho.t tOWll" .nd other hlatoric.Uy lllUrutillC eovu•• And fln.lly.
alld thl. i. I~rt.nt. In my jud~lIt. po.t.l hlatory collectora are
helplnl to pre.arYe docu.&ntary avidenca of tha Crovth and ad..anca·
.ent of OUr poat.l .yate. which .libt otherwlae be d.atroyad and for­
lottell. Th. pcaeadlnl r~rk. aerve only to outlina the poatal hia­
tory of Iov.; a -ore det.lled .tudy I. n.c••••ry to thoroulhly under­
.t.nd .nd .ppr.cI.te It. d.flllite Icowth. atep by atep •

~"'$1' klitv(J

A'1r, ::Jl l~~Z

" wA.

. _.

IOWA.

!JOONEVILLB, IOWA
j'e!- r'; _ 'fd""- ,'1',',* 4:-

•
• I) •
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trappeu deliverlnll it personally. Mail ....IU very infrequent for thea"
hardy pioneers. The need for an "stabUshed postal ayllem ....i1U not f.1t
\1I1IU the "Iquattflra" c:rotaed the Mi•• i •• ippi and the Del Moines riven
to InabUah their "elaim,". shortly before the Black Hawk War in ISll,
The federal troop_ atatloned at Fort Armetrong (Roek III.ndl and Fort
Cr....ford (Prairie du Chien) found 11 nece.... ry to forcibly evlcUhue
Iquauen on It!veral CH:C•• '0na prior to J=e I, 18)), offlel&J <!ale of de·
parture of th" lndiana from ealtern Iowa and the opening lor .enlement
by th" while".

........ '1"'*4"'_
DE'"ELOl':JI.l:..,-r 0.' (:01.0" IF--'..."".""""non--

•

.-
•

Ahove map locat". early military in.tallatlona and explorer'. route'

"'.----- A
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The HaU-Breed Tract. In the loutheanll'n tip of 10_....... OCCU·
pled a. early &1182.4 by lome whUe men who had taken Indian _ornen ..
wlv.... The Fox Ind~fa. who had stubbornly Iu&rded the "Min... of
Spain" at "'hal later became Dubuquea Minea, Iver Ilnce the deilth DC
Julie" Dubuque In 1810. w.re driv." out of the are.. by ill. •• ri•• DC int" ....
tribal 'OO'aU with the Siowe. Immediately, lOme thirty .hite men, with­
out any 'ell&!ity wtlatever. ero••ed the Mlnl...ppi a.nd took over the
lead mines. Soon after, ho.,ver, loldiers from Fort Crawford evicted
them. Scores of _ite !amllie. liDe up to _I the three improvbed
ferrl•• at Dubuque. Bur1lnllon and Rockingham (Davenport) at llI.e eSo­
piraticm of the Indian utle 10 the Purclaa.... Many of the .,ulen n,a ..ch­
ed for water-pow"r alte, for milh and for lopOI.....pblc:al c:onforrn,ulOfUI
which would make .. nahu'a! alte (Dr .. town. Mafty O( theu mills _ere
never b\liltlLftd (e_ o( the ha.tily .eJected to-Q lite. ever b.came 1mpor­
tant. Some tOTnl. _ere Inevitable; amonl the.e _ere Keokuk, Montro....
Fori Madi.on, Burlinlton, Bloomington (Mu.catine) and Dubuque.

The leneral .urvey of the public land. in 10_ bepn io Ute £all
of 1836, under the authority of the Surveyor General at Cincinnati, Ohio.
FIuI the boundaries DC the cOrtlrenlonaJ lo.o.hlp. had to be located,
.nd then the lown.hip. were .ubdlvided into thirty-lis. .ection. accord­
il'l to the 'yllem irtauIUJ'aled by Conlren in 1796. To ltart thil work
the lum oC $0;0. 000 ..... 1 .pproprlated on May 9. 1836, 10 be .pplied to
the lurvey of landl "In Mlchlgln Territory. ....ell oC the lake. .nd in
WI.con.in Territory." Al!houih the fir.t land lurveyl were definitely
lovernmental in character 11 I. Intere.ling to note that the f1rlt lurve)tl

___________A
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and piau of town .Itel, like 10 many other act. of the (ronher, were
made through the initi;ltivl! of individual. and not by authority of the
government. Survey_ of Burlington and Dubuque were made in the fall
o{ 1833 while Iowa wal Itill an unorganized territory. In ...ddilion to the
.urvey of public landa and the rnainten;l.nee of Territorid oUicea, the
Federal government Wi'" inltrumental in the eltabll.hmenl of pO.1 offi­
cea and POlt road•.

Mail, alway. highly prized by ploneU'I, "';I.. brought aCr011 the
Mi•• i •• ipp! ..Imosl a' loon al the Hut while people Came Into the area,
often by private carrieu before the POIt Office Department a.turned
charge. By an act adopted on July 2, 1836. provision Wil.l made fOr pOlt
road. reaching Burlington, Mount Ple....ant, Bellevue, Keokuck, Fort
De. Molnea (No. I), Glbaon'a Ferry, Iowa, Clark'a Ferry, Davenport,
Parkhurat, Dubuque. Peru, Durango and WeyTniln'a Ferry. The paaa­
age of lawa eatabliahing poat roada would .....ve been futile jf towna and
poat oHlcea were not already preaent to fix the routea and termlnala.

Between 1836 and 1840 a large number of poat oHicea were e&tablhhed
in Iowa. The fint delivery of m&il within the orlgin&1 limita of Burl ­
ington in 1834, for example, waa through the private enterpriae of W m.
R. Roaa who later became poatmaBter in 1835. In the apring of 1834 he
had written Poatmaater General William T. Barry aaking for the eatab·
liehment of a poat office at Flint Hilh (early name of BurUngton). He
waa granted a route between "Flint Hilh, Ill.," and Sho-ko-kon, aeven
mile a from Burlington on the eaat eide of the Mininipp!. The mail
wa.a delivered on horaeblock and the compenaation conabted ot the pro­
ceeda of the oUice.

.""-------------------"'"
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Colonel George Davenport Witl the fiut POltmalter in the vicin­
ity of Davenport. being appointed to the oHice at Rock Illand (minolilin
1824. Previoul to thil time the maih Came at intervab Which were
regulated by the movement of troopl and luppliel up the Mi..i .. ippl to
Rock I11and. Thle wal lometimee but OnCe a year. The nearell poet
oHice wal 300 1011"1 away at the little town of Atlae near the mouth of
the Ulinoll River. During the next few yean the pOll roade were grad­
ually extended until quincy became a duly conetituted office. Aboutl830
the quincy route wae luepended and mail then Came from Chicago and
Galena by houeback to Rock Illlnd. Davenport held office eeveral
yearl before he wae duly l"'Orn in by Judge David Irvin.

Antoine Le Claire received a commieeion .I.e firet pOlt......eter at
Davenport On April 19. 1836. He received mail from Stepheneon lnow
Rock I1land). Dlinoil, and brought the letteu to Davenport In 11.11 coat­
taile. He received leventy-five centl for Me firlt quarter'e work.

-,

---

•,
•,------.-. ----_.- ------..

On April 2:. 1836. a bill wa.e introduced into Congre.. to utab­
lilh the Territory of Wile one In. Michigan wal lee king ltatehood and
provillon mUlt be made for the government of the remainder of til. e
Ipra",ling territory outllde the new Itate. New territorial organization
wal "'elcome. Reprelentallvel from the remote partl of Mich.lgan Ter­
ritory lived .1.1 much .1.1 five hundred miles from Detroit. the clpltal •
and frequently. it was Impoleible in the "'inter for them to attend I e I_
lionl of th.e legillature. LaWI were lometlmee put Into eHectmonthl
before coplee of them were rec"ivcd in the extremities of the Territory.

"'----------~
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Durin, Michigan Teultodal jUrI_diclion Iowa conaleted of but
t ...o counu•• , Du Duque &lid De MOine_ They .ere mw;:h too large for
efficient adml.D.btr.. tion, al;cordlnl to Governor Dodge of Wieconai.n T..­
ritory. COl....quenuy. on December 7, 1816 Demain. County ....plll
into Del Moin••• Lee, V."" B"re... Henry, Louba, Cook. &tid ),(uec.w
countiee. but nOne of thea" had. tl:oeir pre ..'nl boundarlea On December
ll. 18l7. old Du. 5\1Clue CO\Ulty ..... divided into Dubuque. Clayton, Jack.
eem, Benton, Linn. Jail... , Clinton. Job"-OD, Scott. Delaware. 8ucha,,·
an, Cedar. Fay.It". &tid Keokuk countiee.

Under the Territory of Wi_con. in. Iowa began to have ia flut
real government. Itl fir at o;" ..a ... w... taken in 1836. Ita firat election
w". held on October 10th. One of the important dedaione of the flut
legialill!ur.. willi the choice of the capital. Dubuque made every effort to
eecure It, but Burlington eucceeded.

On June Il, 1838, Pre.ldent Van Buren approved the uLll.blleh­
ment of the Territory of Iowa and the Organic Act became eUeclive on
July 4, 1818 A permanent territorW capltal...at etLII.bUthed allo_
City in 1841 Later, after tLII.tehood. the capital _at moved to Dee Moinu
near the center of the tLII.te. where 11 II preaently located.
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Gallina, lll.! to F.rkharst (Seott Co.), lOR Ty., Jan 13 18404.

The _S$&&ll written OD the race of this letter ill typ!CfJ. of the ape­
d.U rayon allked of acCOlJlf,)(\at.i.nl: poltM.lltllrl~ those early 4ay.
ot ou.r poat&! IT.teal. The polJt~e of 1211 "&.I prepaid ill this illIt­
ante .1 e1'idenc:ed by the "'.Ill .ari<1nf;. It ...... aUIpl.....tUr there­
fore to hold the Iuter at the Port Byron POltottice, just &Crtl&ll thl!
IUuiuipp! !I"C*. rarkhunt, iIlatead of allowiq it to &0 down to Rock
laland, acro88 to hvenport and. b&eIt up the ri'o'er. No doubt J,lr, S-­
_r, .... well kn01JIl tbore.bouts and. arrl.ll&ed to pide up IIllch letters •

.,..------- A
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ROCKlNGHAM
Po-t Ofhce enabU.bed MU'ch 11,18)7 111 DuBuque COWIty, WilCOllII'" Ter­
rlto..y. Flut Poetmaeter _. JoII.... H. Sullivan. who conti..Dued in office
when il became a part of Scott County. SecoDDd PoUma.te .. _e Jam... Has­
lett. appointed Sept.. mber 16.1840 durin, I~ TerrItori.&l pe .. lod. Thts of­
bce _t diecontln_d December 16, 18·I7"e", it b ..came a part of the r&pld­
ly expandln' town of D&venport. Tbts am&.1pmatto... ruulted from th. lOll.
of the county ..&1 by p ..oponenl. fa .. Rockinpm who I.-t the I.. fipt with
thoee of Davenport afte .. h&vin, h ..et canbined effo..a in a ech"me to d .. f"&1
!..be bid of Buff.alo (ori.in&lIy Cl&rk'e Ferry) by a ..ran,in, for the tranefer of
two townehlpt to Mutcat1ne County in order thai they would be nearer the
cent" .. of their county. RocklnJh&= R_d ie a nwd"rn remmd.... of the patt.

i .., u ~~fI.#uP"-'
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BLACK HAWK
Post Office en..blbhed M..y l7, IS37 in Louie.. County, Wiecone1ft Turatory.
Fint POUmaeter ""e William L. Toole. Elieh.. Hook ....e the eeeorMI. Poet.
maUer. taJu.lI1 oCbce Uay S, IS3S ..nd continued 111 oChee -hell the name ....e
ch..n,ed to Tooleeborou,h. dur11l, 10... Terrator1&1 period.

TOOLESBOROUGH
Poet Office eet..bluhed U ..., l7,IS37 ae BI..ck H..... durin. WiecOlle1n Ter­
r.tor1&1 ~riod.•,th W.lham L. Toole ... IU hru PoetmaUer. Firel Poet­
maUer of Tool...boro,," _ae E1bh.. Hook, appointed November', 183'
S~lhft._e chaft.ed to Toole.boro oa A"."st l7. 189l ..nd the office ..e
flfl&Uy ducontlft"ed 00 December 31, 1903.

- / (
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FORT MADISON
POIIt OChce uUblbhed February 2:2:, 1836 in W....e .. County. Dlinou durin,
Mlchlaa.. Territorial period. Flut POIItmauer _I Jobn Box. Second
P~tm.&lter ..... Jame. Douala••• appointed November 18. 1836 durin, Wil­
Conli.n Terrltorl.l.l period. Third POltmalter ..... Je••e B. Brown.appoint­
ed May 2:6, 1838, "OW beinl locatld in Lee County. Fourth POltmalter ....1
Johnltoa I. Ph.eru, appointed Oc:tober 18. 1818 durin, Iowa T.rrltorial
period. Flru of thele two letter. b cancelled 'Madi.on. W. T." i.n ~n.
Ulcript. omUttn, Tort", by P~lfn&.ter DouaJa•• , indicatlve of the 1oc:ah:r.­
ed d ...crlption of th.et town In itl earll.e.t day. Ithe fort h:aV1na been evacua­
ted and d ... troyed in 18Il). The other leiter beau a typica.J example ofa
''WI•. T." canceUatiort :altlred in manu.cript to ind!C:a'1 it. proper u.ea,e
durin, Iowa Territorial period.
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DAVENPORT
Po., O{{IC~ ~u...bhned Aprill9,l8J61n Du Moinu COlDlty, Michipn Tel'.
ritorJ". r1rll P~'maeter .... Antoin~ L<e ClaJre. S"cODd Po.tma.t.. r _.
D....c ..n.E. Eldrid.e, appoin'ed F ..bruary 13,18:38 durin. WbcllIain T .. rrl.
torial JWuod, i' then beln. located ltt SC~t COWlty. Man1,llct"ipt canc ..la-
ti.on of the flr.t leuer ia typiCal o( early po.' offlc prior ,oth. inilitulion o(
uDdetampUlI device.. a load ..xample 0( ... PolI ter '. frankUlI-privUel"
............xercl.ed "'_y from hie own. office. The e ..cond l"U~r be....... one of
th~ ~arll~1I handetamp..d can<;dlaUOlu r~por'ed bam an Iowa offic.. in
which 'h~ u.~ of "IOWA" replac~. ''1. T." dudn, Iowa Territorial period.
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!luff envelope. cancelled (bled') ..itll ··PAID ]- rate _Dd .....t_rk uH4 OIII}'
in tM period 1852_56, i"",ludlna; -C- in t ........._. ahllt_"aH"" nne ··19"
I:aoIlIICt. (~ Co.) poal efn". uUbliahed ~J' J, U136, ape1litll later cb.anc­
" to bol<uIt, atiH in ...."lc•. Willi.. Pattenon _. poat_ner frc. Apr.
8, 1853 until Apr. 6, 1857.
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Amber advartllinc anvelope. of druggilt at Jaaper City, letler .nclo.ura i.
datelined "Kellogg," but poat-.rhd (_nuscript) "~lIlball 10. "Ui 13 '68."
POlt ott 1". all.bll_had Jun. 2, 1865 .a Kimball (Ja.per Co.) bllt r.~~d
Jaaper City H8y 20, 1869, finally Kellogg MGt. 21, 1871, atill in aervlce.
An excellent example of poetal hhtory '" affected by na_ chang.a.

"'_....... .,......1.00l.......
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lU._ten tra..elled'_l'ZOO'- _
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tu. of .ucent Dee.? 110 at 1 A.M.
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.... of Aeronavt "'onll. OD-dlnh.. 1!. J - Mea_leur.
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A. THROUGH

[\ TI5) ~ •.§

Mddresses @.'ines, & ancell.tions

OF IOWA POSTAL HISTORY ARE SHOWN
IN THIS EXHIBIT OF A REPRESENTATIVE

RANDOM-SELE.CTION FROM OUR IOWA
COVER AND POSTMARK COLLECTION. A
BRIEF NOTATION WITH EACH ITEM IS
GIVEN RELATIVE. TO ESTABLI SHMENT AND
DISCONTINUANCE DATES, POSTMASTER
APPOINTMENTS, AND DESCRIPTION OF THE
CANCELLATION TYPES AND RELATIVE
SCARCITY AND PERIODS OF USE.
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Two .t.-pI•••• I.tter Is....e. of the Dece•• ity of ~inc ~i.tinc paat.
&1 f.clliti•• in n.l&hbo~inc .tltl. to expedite 4alivery of ..11 ~_
tinad t0r offiee. within our Itlt., w~n service had not y.t be& ••_
ubli.a.d in ....... jv.n Mine .urveyed and ..tHe<!.

AIIOVE, An 1849 lltte.. fr_ .u.I.-I<_ County IddrlUlled to 1_ CUY.
po.t..r~d fro- PTliri, du ChIen. Wi,c0Q8in.

aELOIi: An 1852 I.tta.. frc. Taylor Cwnty to Dubuq.... potlt..rl<ld It
HlI.ryvilll, MI........!.

w............ w..,..... o.Ilo<_
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Stamp I••• envelope bearing ~nulcrlpt free_frank of Poat~.ter Tha..I MitCh­
ell who .arvld the Apple Crove (Polk Co.) post office Era. itl eltablian.ent
Aug. 16, 1849 until May 17, 1854. The office was finally dilcontinued Mar.
6, 1868.

/
Government postal card cancelled (purple>, double circle type, with Haltel.
era•• killer, both tieing stamp. Avoca (Pottawatta~ie Co.) pOlt office el­
tablhlled Jan. IS, 1869, It ill in I .. tvic•• Jona, B. Blake wa. post"""l.te.r
when this card wae Dalled Aug. 28, 1878.
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GOver-RlIIeRt postal card cancelled (purple) with '<_aid..d ahi.eld, ruely used
in IO"a. Bancroft (Ko,.uth Co.) poat otUce, tirat known u Greenwood cen­
tre (Hay 13, 1870), established Nov. 17, 1881, atill in service. Firat
poatmaster E. Frank Clark was in oft ice wilen thia card waa ..lied, serving
untH Jan. 11, 1886.
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Government poatal card cancelled (black), no outer circle type town ~ date
poat~rk, nondescript cork killer cancelling atamp. Brooklyn (Poweahiek Co.)
poat office, first na~d ~e.t Brooklyn (Aug. 28, 1869) ...t.bll.hed Jan. 24,
1871, atill in service. George Phillips was poat...ter when this "a. mailed
Apr. 18, 1884.

w"""..,.. W. W.'''I. Col.......
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Gove~n","t p""tAl card cancelled (black) Sap. 28, 1886, ,Ingle circle and
3-ri,,& tarp;f.l kille.. tieing st_p. Very rarely und "IA." abbre.viation of
Iowa, often misinterpreted a. IndIana. casey (Gut~rie Co.) poat office e,_
tabliahed Oct. 28, 1812, atill in aervlee. Hailed during postma_tee,hlp of
S. Y. Thompaon Sr.
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Greeting card speeially cancelled for mailing abo&rd one of Iowa'. few pio­
...... r .1......U flightl in 1912. Autographed Oil reveue by Lincoln Beach.y,
pilot, and noted "8500 feet high," cedar Palla (Blaclt Raw Co.) posteffice
eat"blt.hed Jan. J, 1850, .til1 in .ervice. Edwin H. Wil,on served as
postmaater Jul. 24, 1912 until Dec. 16, 1915.

"'.... tow W. "'","I..Col~
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.....ber envelope cancelled in 1866 (bla<:k) with woodcut type., privately _de
device, dQte inserted in manuscript. Dahlonega (Wapello Co.) pOlt offlce
established Jun. 13, 1844, discontinued Nov. 30, 1907, -ail to Ottu~.

John Davis was postmaster ~t. II, 1865 until Sep. 5, 1866.

Amber envelope cancelled in 1860 (black) _... 11 .ingle circle type in which
"FORT" has been relllOVed for u.... at re""'....d Dou Moines office. Very late us..
of luch davitl!, nearly tllree y&ars after change and other properly spaced
town-na.... postmarkl Seen bearing earlier dates. De, Moine. (Polk Co.) post
offiCI! established Jul. 30, 1857, still in servlce. Its first p<l.teaster.
Welley RedhNd, served until Hay 6, 1861.
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S.1I "hiu .""elo"," uno:dlad In 1~6S (blue __uript) abb...vut111C t-.
_ •••1<1_ dona by Iowa ponaanen. Enr;lhb Settl-...t (!ilfiOQ Ct.) pon
offlee. tlrlt aa.ad Dur~·. Ford 0.". 28. 184S, e.tabliahed J~I. 2~, 1850,
41."o<>tl_<I Jul. 10, 18111. ""c:klin Copela"" aerved '1 polt"n"r Cr_ "",.
10, I~S5 until Sep. 24, 1869.

6 t

~nill. anvllope "a""elled (bllek) ,ingle circle and double-fr..." ",,It••__
ero.. Hlle.. tidlll It..p. Eagle Center (Black Il.awk Co.) pon ortl..,. n­
UbUllled Jun. 19, 1819, dhconti"....d Hay 31, 1904, ..U to W;lurloo.
JOlilh Hill ••rvad •• pOlt..'te" from Sap. 18, 1890 until ~pr. I, 1899.

'10'......... W. W."loeI. Cel_
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Small ~hite envelope cancelled (black) single circle type used during terri_
lorial into early atatehood period. Rate Indicated by unique PAID are-can_
cellation de.aigr>ed ....ch like then_current )C eoin. Fllirfield (Jeffe....on Co.)
poat office eatabli.bed May 2$, 1839, atill in aervice.

Amber envelope cancelled (black) large cirele type with. "precancelliP.d" 3
killer On atamp. Extenaive research deter.lnel USe of thl, rate markinl on
stampa only for the relatively ,hort period of early January to Biddle-March
of 1853, thereby suggesting cancellation ..y have been appliad to poa,ibly a
single aheet, truly Iowa'. earlleat precancel. Fort 0&. Moines (Polk Co.)
poat office .atablished Dec. 31, 1846, firlt known a, Raccoon River Dec. 13,
1845. challged to Diu Mol ..... Jul. 30, 1857. Hoyt She~.... n wa. po.t....te~ f~OIIl~

JUlI 26, 1849 to Feb. 10, 1853.. .

.._ .... w. W••<Ml.CooIIoo__ .
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St.-ple•• , folded letter with .anu.eript town, datI and ..ate ....kine. !re­
t.- Te.. rtt"I'J'" IK'rtb&r_t po.t offi"... cane.lIed 01117 one. and olM_hAlf
....t"- before n&t-"ood end ...bHquent juri'diction by Hin_.ou. event...lly.
Port S,..lIilll (Dubouq... Co.) po.t effie. uUbluhed!'tll)' 9, Ib28 but ""'t
under Iowa juri'diction ..ntll .101. II, 1838. Franklin St.ele val appointed
~t...ter ~r. 31, I

Bu~f Invelope c.n"el1ed (bold black) with bal~oon_type circle tleln; .t..p,
in 1851. FrankvUle (Winne.tlielt Co.) post oftice utabli.had Sep. 6, 18S3,
diu;ontlnued Jun. 30, L911, IIlI.ll to ponvilh.• Til..... Bell .... po.t_nl"
froe Dee. 19, 18511 to Oct. 1, 1858.
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St.-pl•••• folded litter witb ..nulctipt (bl~) town and dati ca~.t. I 51,
fr~_trank of Iobert ~, fl"lt ~t...ter fea. ••t.bli.~t dAti until
Slop. 9, 1856. ~ 01. oHiea"" "b.a.'1! to cedar aluft Oac. 30, 1859,
whleb dileontlnued OCt. ll. 1951, ..11 to Tipton.
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~rly inlurlne. advertl,ina Invelope eancelled (pencIlled ..nuleript) wIth
"10." abbr.viAtion of Iowa, "67" y.... t date. killer on nUlp. Glen Roy
(Howard Co.) pOlt offi"l, tirlt known II Newbury Jul. 20, 1865, ••tlbli,h4d
Jan. 23, 1866, el'lan&~ to Li_ Spri"i /lov. 24, 1815, now Lt. Spring••
~ilad durina firlt pOlt..'te.. Ja•• Greenleaf'. lervice.



Gover....m. potlUI eard Ullledl&<! (pink, un.) post...ttr~tn>- town and data
~t_..... lI-r1ll& url"'t kille.. on It_p. Holland (Grundy Co.) POlt ofHce
••tabtl,bed Aul. 14, 181" It111 ia ..rvlee. Poet... t ... Stephan •• 8urT~
..rved ere- Get. JO, l~~5 until Jln. 17, 1888.
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Govern_"t envelope canealJad (maganta) It"light-line town_na-a with ..nu­
,,,ript data and "'alltry nuabBr. Pen eancela on atampl. Hibb.vill, (Appa­
noo,. Co.) POlt offica .'tabti,hld Aug. 19, 1854, Jacob W. Hall, po.t... t ....
.11_1 Ilibb, ••rvad .. only atM. .. pOlItautar ~ 16, 1859 until dllcontlnu_
InCI Apr. 30, 1902, • period of forty·three yea I



I
o
II
A

p

o
S
T
.\
J.

II
I
S
T
o
R
y

-,.. :--1--

\;j.-.-:::C::;g?i"
-. r .... ---..:- .. _-
~--~-"-.~._...,

a J10' ~/A
~. /-, <; /.

(/ I/o /;' /;- I "

<
,

Yellow ~Y.lope "eQCelJed (black) lingle eirele. fliot tarset kille.. on 15<
1866 ~t.&e t ••ue. to Europe. I~ City (J~n Co.) poet office ••t&b­
lhh..-l Moo", 14, 1839, flnt Napoleon Har. 2, 1839, ItUI ill ..rvice.

•

( •

Civil ~r patriotic envelope caneelled (~nu.eript) lower_left. pen-caneet_
led .tamp. 101. (HQrion Co.) poet office .etabli'hed Jun. 29, 18S9, die.
continued Jun. 13, 18&3, ..U to Durham. David T. Durham ""'I only poat..... ter.

"'........ ". w."..... CoJ...,....
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St.-pl••• , folded Ilttar CAncelled .cr~. left end (black ..nuaeript) (r~

• t.rrlt~ri.l ~t offiea tbAt waa i~ .ervice only tour .ant~. Jonelvilla
(.1__ Co.) pen office ..ublhbed .1.... 23. chanced to l4inburp HI)' 30.
H40, whlc:h _. dhcontinlRd Apr. 28. 1~7. one. apitl in _rvie. tr_ HIlT
27, 1856 to A .), 1~1). J.... HUttOD served II ~t...t.r Cro. ••tabli.b­
_nt until dl." "tl "I in ISI&1.

r
Buff envelope cancelled (bold black) balloon_type pOltmark and .traight.liDa
"PAID" ran ....klnll. with original lpelling of off1"". J.ynuvUla (Bn....
Co.) POlt otti". Ilt.blt_hed Apr. k, 1854, chAnsed to Janeavill. May 23,
1876, Itill in .ervlee. Seyoour T. Hotchki.....al po.t~.t.r Apr. 8, 1858
to Apr. 20, 1861.
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e.,y t'J,... I_tr.~ ..." ... tieing corner-card ~r J_a Itu~ r .•
!Aver _ perc....lon ....1 pre Ste.. l burning... St_~ ...

teneil•. .>9 v. th St., cD i .....to.. R.re "re. e:>eo' 1 -
grid kill ~.nc.l ti.i g Ie at..p, proper ~t.O* for ~l.r .tte .
Very in e t g .. ~rti.iDg l ••flet. enclc.ed.
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Saoewhet un, ~n type of adverti.!n" "nvelope with corner-card of
"Thc.peone 800nk ~port, P.O. 8<:,x 'Ill, New Vork City. AnthOTlY St....pf 6. Co.
Publi.he..e." Unueuel " ..reng_ent of ....ginel .dv..rt!......nt oC verioue

~~ of th.ir ....vic... Standard poat,....k for circular letter" 'n Ie ......p. ~_g

~ "'_.... '" " ••tIool. ColI__ ~
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Post off'iee elubliahed 28 Jan 185B; Joseph Chitelter, first pcutm.t,'r. was
chanced to Wutcatt: 9 Dec 1886, Nathan W. Spear first polltllllUter; still ill
serrie". Situated in tbe northust corner of" section 21, I"r_nt Township.
Located on the Chicago, Gre.t Western Ra11roild. Population (1950) 226.

POSTAL CA
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POST (Wp'lQi, ""AlmlDl!

Sir: J.rr.U uu.. HiS«
Il..--i ttl r- w1ll r-«be .. key U ttiJlc tbI! in.Q. -.u led!..
1M Mf. k..p1aa ef die -U key Iboald &1." "'" U obJact ef ywr

_rat_tic ~ _tc.btul CU'a. It _.f. ,,"er be eJq!OteII: to publle ab_na_
t.ba, ....r pl&ctod wbere it ..,. be lut or Rd_. aor ...,.te~ to pa" "_
tar. _nt, iato dle Illalllb rI UIJ .... DOC .. _ ......tieer .. ebe ••,.n­
_to the lo.. rI ... -.1.l hy, &a it afford. t.c:iUt.iu tor "bbiJl& dI.
_u., 11 &II att or un1...IIII.. _n penticioa. to u.. -.u ..me- clap,
u-n ....,. othtor wbidl .. pon-.ur ~ c-J.t •

.I.. 'rUT aer1.., .... uta.,h. lajuriu bau be.. nth",,- br ebe ~
~t a.nd tile public r~ thh CAlla., the '.aouter o.DUal (iad. it
..n.aary to .....opc tbe nale that the lo.. at .. -U key lIhUl be d.....
cau.. ror ~"U& t.be ,on.lter -0 ortePtillCl fr be will fMl C:OIlI:tra1'"
ratber to dbcontillll' .. 'OR atUOI thaa to b .... tho -.11 ko,. 111. carOllo..........

tou. aro r-.u..ced to 1.1". panicular attenUOII to tho taatneth_
OIIataiDed in tlle priotM nplatilJlU of the DepartM:at:_t:bapuu 46 tr 47.

Ibn .. -.u loek or key 11 brol,,!'n it ahou.ld DOt be "pal",", but re­
turned to tho ~taeDt with .. explalllltory lettlr.

'Ib_ .. loek On" _U baa caMOt be op...d with the prop.r key it
,bout. aot hoi brook..... nor lIbould. thl Itn.p of the ba& boI cut, but th, lock
-)" be r_nd., if )"0\1 haT' a p.rfect OGe to ,uhnitut. tor it. by cuttillf,
t.b, naph at dr...... Ir; that cu. a aew naph ahoW.d. be put Oa the bole
before it 11 Uled &&lin.

tIN will reWa this e.1rcul.. r ia 1911I" office. but Cllt off the amexed
bluk receipt, ..ad after huina filled it lip wit.b the _ 01 )four olfic.,
count)", ..ad State. aad upled and dated the ...... return it br fint Mil
to tb.h office.

To tn. Po.can.r of Dela.....re.
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Gover_ot p<*U11 <:JI.rd "."""lled (&r_o) with bold.lettu-a4. h.r,1 drcll
tn- u_d duri,. ..... 1,. luteboocl period and -10" in eirel. lr.111cr no~ll,.

...n only on lta.pl••• it... , unulual .. lltl II 1816. Libertyvllil (.1..ff_

..non Co.) J>C*t ofUcl "'U1bli,bed Feb. 3, 1846, Itill h aerv!.::.. Writt...
by W..llillBtOll J. K. 5_1tll. pon_ncr Feb. 21. 1813 to tin. 15. 1878.

Advenldnc ••walo.- ot .la-I C. Jay, ori.ginator of lowI', only "locil" ..11
...rvll:a, "Rlel'IWood • Jay'." bst....11 La Hoyt and Mount Plea.,nt, bearing.
ttilllgula.. local-lump tied by .oJ"' U lower-len. La Hoyt (""nry Co.) pOI ..
ofUea ..,ublhtl8d JuL 29, 1880, dll.,Or\tlnued Alii. 31, 1904. Jatm Durk " ••
pOltmalte.. fra. Apr. 1, 1888 until May [5, 1901. ~

"'........ w.w........ c.I_ ~
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~r envtlop& e.tInceUed (black) dou&bnut.tn--. Itn.i&ht-U.......AlD~ ItUleu
"" tOC It...... doubl... letter cat. to C&lifonlia io l1i62. Huacll.th.. (Hu,u_
tina Cell.) polt oUk, InablUbed "un. 26, 1549. Hut -.d Bl ....h.toa
SCpo 15. 18l7. Itill in ..~ic.. John ~in was ~t...ter Mar. 30, 1861
untU Apr. IS, ·~69.

-

White .nv.lo~ ~rln& .peclal 75th anniverlary postmark dated Oct. 12, 1928
not per.ittld under pre••nt poetal regulations. ~r.halltown (Har,hall Co.)
pOIt oftie. ut,blhhed Jun. 13, 1854, ,Ull in let'vice. Miller S. McPar­
land WI' pOlt.a,t,r Apr. 10, 1928 to Oct. 11, 1933.



Y"I_ .dYer-Uat", ..,..dopt., 11..........1 for a pbylician....t .ur8....... UlllC:dlad
(black) o<:t"0<1 town and date, -.-..ted_c:on. killer CII~h on at....
Mewall (Bu.na Vi'te Co.' ~t offic••at.blt,bed Oct. 11. 1670, tirat ~..d
Sarsent."lli. Jun. 6, 1870, atill in aervi"e. Fr~ P. ~"k ~. ~t...ter
Dole. 5, 1878 until Oct. 16, 1885.

#~ ;a.~a..Cf,>

.f'Vr>y "",.u. ..
,f),~a.. "
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White envelope. cancelled (black) double circle type. with italic lette"'a,
fAncy Ita ... kl1le ... ti.a Ita-p. North Engliah (Iowa Co.) POlt offi". elt_b_
It.hed Feb. 21, 1852, Itill in ••rvl"e. Ebenezer B. McCracken waa p~t­
...ter Nov. 18, 1815 to JuL 22, 1685.

w........ w. Yi••lIoooI.c..u.._



/.-

Buff ,,_1<>1" <:.llne.ned (b1«ck) with (leLat....1
(cta""a Co.) ~1. offic....ubllllbad Dit". 19,
II, 1812 to o.ceola, Itl11 in I.rvlee. A. C.
1861 qntil Apr. 30, 1666.
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.pettine DC offlca. oc.ola
18.51, apellinl ""-"Ced 0.".
JohnJIOII. .... POlt..,t... Ma)' 2,

White envIlo," cancaUed (black) d.-ele type wi.th cork-kUler dil!liS..d for
in••rtlOfl of IIlOnthly dua chana", "At(;" It ill used on Sep. 5, 1890.
Ogden (Boone Co.) p~t ottica eltabliahed Jan. 21, 1811, firlt ......d YoUCh
Aug. 10, 1860, nUl in u.rvice. Ellrl Billings "u poltu.ter 00:1.. 24,
18Sg un1.11 Apr. 2, 1891.
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Goyer_lit ,..tal "ard. cancdled (bl."k) .eruted~OY.l Coullty tJJl'l with Il­
ri,,& target l<Ute.. oa IUIIIIl. P<>wbattan (Poeahonul Co.) polt offlcl ••Ub­
lhhed OCt. • 18]". dhcontinlM'd Hay 2, 1881; r_aublhl>ed May 3, I 82,
" .....11&.<1 to Rubella !1Ioy 21, 1&63, which _. dhcontitl..d O<:t. 2), 1864. JoIuI.
frl.e .. ~. ~t...t.r H.y 3, 1882 until ~y 21, 1883.

--_. "-,.,
J'lV..-< Ca. 2I.e..tJ"

t'l:u:i<.«<• • l>,

Whit. envelope "ancelled (black) circle with 4·bar killer type in which
..u .iupellad "IOWO," only Illch eool1lllJ1e reported for an lowl office.
Packwood (Jefrlnon Co.) POIt afHee eltabliahed Jan. 8, t8B3, nill in
..~rvlce. Mr,. Libbi. L. Lockhart 'III' po_lllla_ter Jul. I, 1930 _ Sap. 30,

194~
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I•
S-ll ...bite .~lopt1 c:ancaUed (blad:) eirel. tyPe. ..ith '1Q..\. ahb...vuHOft
of Itata, 4-r1nc targat killer ti•••~. Queen City (~ C~.) peet
ofttc:a ••Ublhhed Feb. 16, 18S8, crl.r;iDally lc:aru .Jun. 7, IUS. d1.co....
t1-.:1 HI,. 19, 18n, Andr_ J. ~ldell••vgb .... poII~t.r Apr. 3, 1 72
until din,ontiDUADCI dIlta.

Gov.r~nt poIItal eard ..lneel1ld (blaek) double-lined cirela, pinwheel killa..
tl•••tamp. Quarry (Mar.~11 Co.) ~t office Rlt_bll.bed Aug_ 9, 1869,
dheolltlnued Pab. 27, 1909, uil to Mar-hallt.own. Benja.. in P. RD•• "'••
poltu.te.. Sap. 6, 1880 to Jun. 28, 1882.
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GoYer_nt ~t.1 eIOrd c.a..,.11ad (bled,) double ctrcIa Coullty_Poat..ner
ty~. ahield_kill... c.ancal. "'ck:llffe (Rudin Co.) ~t offi"...ublh....
ad Oac. 27, ISIO, Itil1 in ..rvlee. Addiaon M. Drake w•• tba fl"at poet­
...te.. , lllltil 0..:. 4, 1185.

. /t..-, . I

Cre•• envelope cancelled (black) with woodcut type deviee ~.ultinl in bold,
vul.ed lettau, data lnutted In ....nu• .,ript. lI.ieevill" (Hitel\e.l1 Co.) poIIt

otfice a.tabtl.bed Apr. 16, 1861, Itill in aervl"e. Firat poltma8ter cenni.
Rice ."rved untll lin... 12, 1867.
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White • __lope. Uonedled (bbc:t) ckJIa&hnut-type _rtinc with ~ .. itl& target
una.. and _ .....cripe "F.-..•• dlr":Ud to '" -..bu or Coal...... Slow: ell,.
(Woodbury Co.) ~t offic•••tablt.bed Mar. 6, lass, Itlll in ..rvlee.
.JaM C. C ......k1... __ p..-t...ter Nov. 12, 1862: to MIl ... 12. 1878.

•

. '~ltinnal Lifi..' In\lIf..lIl('C' Company

rH:~ )IOI\E~. [(I\\.l

I
~•._"'. W. ",...MI.Col~

Govern"ftt postal card clncelled (black) in typical circll with ~~bar tilla"
Heins Italllp. But note thllt ••w.n replacu tile. "5" of tile town....... , ratller
urtl'l.ua for a 20th "antury canc.T:-Swan (Marion Co.) pon oftlee Utablhlled
Jan. 26, 1880, Itlll in ••rvlee. Samuel J. Koonl wal po-tmAlte.. Sap. 14,
1914 until Jan. 22, 1911.
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Gove~t ~ta1 c.~d ~ncell.d (blue) plain circle, 6_bar circle cork
kUl..- on n ..... Town-na.. h -.i..pelled "SfEWloirf," thi. babe ...... of
onl,. t_ copLII ...portad. Sea bltl_ f .... info~tion on poIIt nfUe..

( ,r-
'" !yST,IT. (" U11ll
r- ~L/

Government poIItel card cancelled (black) plain circle, al<ul1 and ern••bone.
ktller cancel on , ... .-p. Such kIller haa been a..en only fra- thi. and loIan
poa ... office tn Iowa. Stuart (Guth...i. Co.) post office ••tabli,ked Jan. 21,
1871, tint IWIled Hack.vIlla Jul. la, 1862, It1l1 in I(!l'viu.• Henry C.
Trout Wil. POltulter Jan. Ill, 1875 until Dec. 16, 1881.
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5t..,.1... , folded latter canc.lled (bl\11 ..nuacript) and W1"ittan by PooIt_
_Ita" Step_n Hote"". T_ Corvin (AU....._ Co.) POlt offl.,. ..ublia'-4
~, ill, 1849. <::b.a,,&ed to BwLUr Bill Mar. 18, 1!52, fi....U,. to [on HIlt. 11,
1855, .... t"h .... diacontin..d Hay.'. 1906.

a
Whit. anvelope "aneell,d (black) atandard "ircle with 1 wavy-bar kllle.. in
which tM fiut "N" of tQWl\-1UllM wal a.itted, "rurlng till, urar. It Val
avan .ara tlnique Inasmuch .1 there i, nO pOOlt offi". in tba United Stat••
rll_d TOORrON. Thornton (Cerro Gordo Co.) poot offl". wa. eltablhh6d MlIt.
13, 1898, .till in ..rvlce. carl M. Hansen hal been pOOlt "altar &lnca Jun.
22, 1950.
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C.-r....nt pcllItal card .,....,..11.4 (blue_bl.d) CCOlnt-y-tn-- with ...lid HlJlt...
ero.. killer on It...." lift!"", (Rardin Co.) ~t offic...tabliJIbe4 Apr. 12,
1860, Itill in .ervic:e. Daniel V. WAlker waa po.t...ter ~.n. 9, 1~82 until
Jun. 7, 1882.
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Spanilh-Aaerican War patriotic: envelope cancelled (black) plain circle,
emudg.d cork_killer on Itamp. Unionville (Appanoo•• Co.) polt otfice 6._
Labll,hld Sap. IS, 18~9. atill in I.rvlee. calvin W. Hortlaon wa. pOlt­
~.t.r o.c. 27, 1897 until Aug. 18, 1910.
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Alllber anvelope "aneaUed (blue) balloon_type circl. and .treight_line "FREE"
...nuacrlpt (black) frN_frank of J.... H. B. Harrh, po_to.uter trOll HIly 18,
1859 untU Har. 25, 1861. Vernon Sprin8' (HaO/"ud Co.) poat "ttl.,. anab­
li,hed Jan. 29, 18S6, dbeontinueo Jun. 10, 1869.

)

i

n GovernMnt poltal c.rd "ancelled (gr..n) lars_ doubt ........l. 1011d ltar
kille .. on Ita-p. All" leen eaneelled in rid, purple and black. Van Heter
(Dalla, Co.) pOlt offic. e.tablilhed Aug. 31, 1866, Itill in .arvlee,
originally na_d Tracy Apr. 10, 1868. Jolin W. Welch .... poatllllliter !'by 23,
1889 until May 5, 1893.

",....... W.1"__C' •
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Gover....nt ~Ull t;ard canc:dled (bbck) oblo,,& oetqon. doucbnut-Ir.lllu
on at.-p. W••r ..o4 (Palo Alto Co.) po.t offic" ••tabli.~d Auc. 1]. 1862,
ItUI in aervlc:•. J_. 3ol>..-ton ... poat_st~r Jan. l, 1881 IUltll Hat. 6,
UHI).

0,
~," ,.-;

l

~r envelope "ancallad (black) circle with original spelling of town_na...
Pen_cancelled .tampa. Wa~rl.y (Brea£f Co.) P08t offica eatabti,had reb.
27, 1854, _till in nrvlee. SpelUng "bange.d to pran.nt-day \</averl)'.

111·""" c.J__
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Ambe~ envelope cancelled (black) circle, ,tamp apparently·uneancelled.
Yough (Boone Co.) pOlt office eltablished Aug. 10, 1860, changed to Ogden
Jut. 21, 1871, which i, .till in nrvice.
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Cover'_ttt Colurobian "n"dope. cancelled (purple) double_circle. Postlllaater
type, with italic letters, bold 3-ring target killer on stamp. Yarmouth
(Del Moin"" Co.) pOlt office utablillled No". lB, 1881, ,till in service.
Charles Fye was postmaster Nov. 7, 1891 until Apr. 9, 1894.

w.... tow W. W.....I. CoI..-.. _
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A I~r_nt pOll1.d ",rd «IDCdlad (black) circle and Io-r1"1 tarlet killu
tiainc _t.-p. z.-rinc (Story Co.) ~t office e.tablisbed nac. 20, 1&81,
firat ~d Illinois Crova Sep. 14, 1851. atill in aervice. John C. lurk­
hart wa. post........ ~y 8, 18B2 until Oct. 28, 188S.
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D1\Y GOODS. 1I0000n---

Amber advert1_1", envelope cancelled (red) circle, solid ata.. tilte..a on
.t&lllp" Zallorlvllie (Boone. Co.) po.t office nt.blhbed Jun. 29, 1876, John
P. zenor .e..vine a. poetmaller until Jan. 29, 1886. Discontinued 0.<:. S,
1900, ..11 to Soon.. An axeellent example of haw the general atore -erc~nt

••~ed often .a poatmaate.. , and even had a village named for him.

w......... W. w."Ml.Cou....... _
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