DEAL

A member of the Cinque Port' of Sandwich. In the County of Kent (England). 74 miles S.E. from London.
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This fascinating letter describes the trials and tribulations of a Charles
Towni Charleston, South Carolina YMerchant who fed the American Hevolution the
day before the Declaration of American Independence. He first moved to
Savannah, Georgia and then took passage for Jamaica to start a new life. His Ship
was thrown off course by a storm and he was shipwrecked on a Bahamian Key
which today is called Great Guana. Rescued after living on the unihabited Key ina
tent he went to New Providence Island and from there to Antigua where he
embarked on a new career as a Planter. This letter Is quite fragile but contains
extraordinary details of the life of an 18th century adventurer. A complete
transeript of the letter is contained on the reverse of this jacket.
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Dear Mr. Ross. January 31777

I take this greable occation to write you these few lines the second time and hope
your, honour and the Lady is in Perfect good health. Sir, | being in good steat of
health at present write you this to inform you that I was under the Disagreeable
necessity of Departing from Charles Town, So. Carolina the 3 July Last to avoid
that Rebellios, Bloody Continent.i NOTE: Charles Town successfully opposed
attacks by the British Fleet in both 1776 and 1777 but was captured in May of 1780
and held til December of 1782 by the British, |

Mr. Ross | was in a fine way of making a small fortune in Charles Town before
this unhappy war Brock out, which John Deas merchant of Charles Town knows
for he was my best friend there. 1 workt for him. He recommended me to the Best
of Customers and promised before the Troublesum times came on that he wood
advance me 3 hundredipounds) Sterling to by nigrons and Establish me in
Bussness and Sir before [ woood take up arms against my King and Country 1 Left
Carolina and came to Savannah in Georgea and the 5 day of NOVr Last | tuk
passage for Jameca in West Indes and after Four Days sailing we was(wrecked)
and cast away with a Gaeil of wind({which) drove us ashore on the Rocks of a
Island called greater Goana(Great Guana, Bahamas)Key, but Blessed be God we
was all safe. 1 was two week on that Desmal island in a Tent and at Last spled a
saiel, 1 hailed her and (she) came to us for there was no Inhabitants nearer us than
four Days Sailing and they gave us passage to a Island called New Providence in
‘West Indes then 1 not having no oportunenity of Geting to Jameca 1 tuk Passage to
Antigua in West Indes and Sir when 1 arrived heare in Town of 5t. John's I thought
1 wood feind incouragement in my way but could not for trade in the West Indes is
very dull now for they had all these whites wood{ arrive as refugees) from america
formerly, and then | met a gentilman in Town, named Robert Harvey Planter in
the country and (arranged) with him to be a Planter(also) and 1 inclinded the
bussness very well. Sir if I see that it amount better then my former Bussness [
intend to follow it. My salery Is about forty pounds sterling, and if 1 Live will be
advanced next year. Mr. Ross, if vour honour wood be Pleast to write me answer [
wood Esteem it as a great Pease of honor and Sir, if you would direct to Daniel
Ross on the Estate of Robert Harvey E. Squire Antigua,

Dear Sir, I am your most honorable SEVT. Daniel Ross.
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JACK PINE CAMP
INDIANA DUNES

ArMav 20, 1935
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lancaster,July 1849

4ron has indeed gone to California,he started the 2ist.of jpril,

from Plattsville on the 6th of May he commenced his Jpurney =Xthx

on the Plains ,He went with a brother of the gentleman that

married my sister,one that will be to him a true friend in every
respect.They bought in with a man formily a merchant of Baltimore

gave him 90 dollars sach to Sutters Fort.I suppose you know all

about where it 1s. Aron wréte to me he was well fitted out with

good Ox teams, iron himself, was well supplied with medicine,guns
knbves,clothe and books.He bought a good horse to ride, I have

had three lettere from him form the Plains the last dated the 24kh

of May from Fort kearney he was well and sald he never enjoyed as
good health,they have joined Oapt. Budspeths train he had been through
with Fremont and had three good pllots who sald they could take them f
through safely.Aron will write fromFort larime if he 1s spared, lhat 1s
is at the South Pass,
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CHRIS LUND.my mothers brother,writes to his uncle,Knut Enutson,
from Hawkins in the logging country of northwestern Wisconsin.
The photo shows Chris driving two horses pulling a large load of
loygs. He also says that "It is fine in the woods now.There isant

hardly any snow." You can see that some snow has been put on the

road to make it easier for the horses to pullthe sled with such a
heavy load. F.E.R.
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Postmarked at HAWKINS,WIS.FEB 198 PM 1908; received at DRESSER
JUNCTION, WIS FEB 20 A.M. 1908 and at MILLTOWN,WIS FEB 20 P.M.1908.
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Pepanrwayr. Wastrinemmn D
B.K.is

al Lir picase refer

v w0 “Wawy Departmont, v» 288

Washingion, August 2nd. 1889.
Gentlemen:-

The Bureau acknowledges the receipt of your letter of
the lat. inst.,with accompanying blue-prints slowing a design for
a combined air and circulating pmp--

We have no work in hand now where we think an arrange-
ment like yours would be desirable. However,should the Coniract-
ors for the machinery of the MAINE submit a design similar to the
ons you send,the Bureau will give it due consideration in aeting
on their application for a change of the present design.

The Bureau regrets that there are no more copies of the

specifications for the MAINE'S machinery,and,thercfore ,cannot com-

ply with your request for a copys Messrs. Palmer & Co. could fur-

nish you the requirements for p

AN
Very respectfully,

Engineer-in-Chief, U.SeNs,
Geo. F. Blake Man'fg Co., Chief of Bureau.

#05 & 97 Liberty St.,
New York City.




THE WESTERN MAILS

N7 N
AIVERPOOL)
A NG T
(Cs2C,

/4—’

DENMARK, IOWA. Post Office was established in Lee
County on April 7,1846 and continues in operation.
Folded letter above postmarked"Denmark Iowa/Oct
15th/52" and rated 5 cents U.S. as per numeral 5in
circle and 24 cents to Scotland - 24 incircle and
the manuscript 10 canceled out by grid in circle.
Backstamped as per illustration.
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PERSIA,
HARRISON CO. .
TOWA post

office was m
established
July 3,1882.
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¥ J. R. ELLIOTT.
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WALNUT CITY,
APPANOOSE CO.
IOWA post office
was established
March 12,1867

and discontinued..
in 1903.A regis-
tered cover bear-

ing stamps of the

Banknote period,
May 18,1886.

LISCOME , MARSHALL

8 CO.,TOWMA post

office was estab-
lished October 14
1B69.The three
covers are GEMS

of postal history

i and are very much

self explanatory.




RETERR B TTVE @AY TE

NORTH-WESTERN CABINET CO.

MamyfACTURE RS OF FIWE
Chine Book
% Ladiss

BURLINGTON. IOWA.
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BURLINGTON, IOWA H'

Is a growing city of the middle west, with a population of about 35,000. Situated
in the heart of a rich agricultural district, watered by the great
Mississippl, surrounded by magnificent forest trees and all the
beauties of nature that America boasts ol ; peopled by
citizens who are wide awake and energetic;

having four lines of railroads with

the Mississippl affording

cheap transportation

by water.

-

Burlington offers many Inducements to the man
secking a home or desirable business location. Its
churches are active and well supported and her public
pride. She has six strong
seis are over §9,000,000.
it ol water mains with 293
18 miles of paved streets
and vared, while the many
lington gates are open and the

"—W\_TF_/,H the right spirit. Come and see.

COMMERGIAL EXCHANGE OF BURLINGTON,
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THE WESTERN MAILS

GEM CLAYTON CO IOWA JAN 4 [1859] A turned cover of a 3¢ Nesbitt
envelope,used from Michigan to ELKADER,IOWA. The GEM Post
Office was established September 18,1858 and discontinued on
December 12,18B87. This is the earliest use of this postmark.

GUTHRIE CENTER GUTHRIE CO IOWA MAR 18 1863. Post Office was
established April 1,1856 and is stipp operating.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

IDA COUNTY, IOWA

IDA GROVE.Post
Office established
as IDA on February
9.1857.Changed to
IDA GROVE December
11,1877

WRITE THE ;.npﬂga'g OR THiS SiBE-TRE MESSAGE ON THED

s ﬂ

CLARENDON. Post
Office established
on September 5,1884.
Name changed to
GALVA January 8, 1887.
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IF YOU DON"T CATCH HIM IN 10 days

Cover above is probably the granddaddy of this
type of corner cards. Used from Eagleville,
Ashtabula.County Ohio.A scarce in the 1860"'s.




FRENCH INTERVENTION IN MEXICO

In January of 1862 the French landed a military expedition at Vera Cruz,
and occupled Mexico with the approval of other European powers. They then
persuaded the Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian of Austria to become Emperor
of Mexico. Maximilian landed at Vera Cruz May 28,1864 and was crowned
Emperor Maximilian of Mexico. The United States had warned the French to
get out of Mexieo but were too occupied with the Civil War to take any
action at the time, On Fenruary 5,1867 France withdrew her troops and
advised Maximilian to abdicate and return to Europe with them. He refused
and was overthrown by the Maxicans under Benito Juarez. Maximilian was
executed by a firing squade on June 19ml867.

The cover shown above bears a French stamp used from Mexico as per postmark
CORPS EXP.MEXIOUE MARE 1864 and is backstamped PARIS 28 APRIL 64. The cover
below bears the 25¢ Maximilian stamp which paid the inland postage from
PASO DEL MACHO to Vera Cruz. The eover was probably picked up at the Vera
Cruz post office by a forwarding agent or private party and droped in the
U.,S.mails at New York on Nov.25, The year date would have to be 1866 because
the stamps were withdrawn on the death of Maximilian in June of 1867, The

3 cent U.S, stamp is over the imprint of the IMPERIAL MEXICAN RAILWAY,
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THE WESTERN MAILS

TEXAS EXPEDITION - 1865/67

The following 18 letters were written by Albert L.Norris,Asst.Surgeon,U.S.
Army.He had enlisted or "contracted",as he states, 6 months previously to
May 1865.But,in 1862 French troops had occupied Vera Cruz and placed the
Austrian prince Ferdinand Maximilian on the throne of Mexico.The U.5. had
their Civil War and could do nothing about it,although they opposed French
intervention in Mexico.As the Civil War was drawing to a close, the Texas
Expedition,under command of General Phil Sheridan was sent to the Rig Grande
to protect U.S. interests,while Benito Juarez and the liberals were fight-
ing Maximilion to regain their country. The presidential termof Juarez had
run out in December of 1865,but he had continued himself in office by procla-
mation.No elections could be held because of the Maximilion occupation.Also
citizens and soldiers of the defeated Confederacy,were fleeing across the
Rio Grande River,with their money,possessions,live stock,arms,ammunition
&c,with the idea of aiding Maximilian and establish a colony of Ex-confeder-
ates in Mexico.

The following extracts are from the first letter under date of:

®" washington D.C. May 26,1865 Dear Brother....I wrote you from Richmond Va.
that I was ordered to Texas.I am still under orders and while awaiting trans-
portation; have come up to the Capitol to get paid,and to see the great — gra-
nd Review of Am.Troops &c.[May 23rd Tuesday] .....It is now Friday morning
and ere another Friday comes around I expect to be embarked on the great Expe-
dition that is to accompany Gen Sheridan into Texas. Virginia Troops are
fast being mustered out of the service.The 25th Corps entier is ordered to
the South & I amto be in it.City Point Va & Petersburg and Richmond to a great
extent will be abandoned by our forces - All field hospitals will be broken up
if not already in Va.Our hospital at the Point of Rocks;broke up the first of
this week - only two Post Hospitals will be retained,one at Richmond and per-
haps one at Petersburg.I do not know to what part of Texas I am to go but hope
.to some healthy locality.....A.L.Norris" The balance is personal matters.




"Fleet for the Texas Expedition
On board Steamship "Glaucus”
Hampton Roads Va.June 2d 1865"

R.G.Norris Esg./Dear Brother.

You doubtless are feeling some what anxious to know where I am? and
how the expedition progresses ©n route for Texas. Well;we are lying
at anchor in the Roads awvaiting orders,(ie) the 2d Div.25th A.C. (Army
Corps).The first 1st Division some 12000 left here some five days ago
for Mobile Bay and we remained in Camp of the 2d Div.at City Point ~
until yesterday June the lst when at 9% oclock A.M. it steamed away a
portionof it - my boat "Glaucus" and some others as far as here,and
have been to Norfolk,for officers to get paid,and now await the "Cres-
ent",with Gen Weitzel and the headquarters on board, together with the
rest of the Fleet when we expect to set sail for "Mobile Bay" where we
_are to rendavouz at "Fort Gaines" and report to Gen Smith & then we ex-
pect Gen Sheridan [Phil] will take command of us,in his force of 100000
men and embark the force for the Rio Grande River where we are supposed
to be going into summer gquarters on the Yankee frontier bordering on
Mexico.My Boat the Glaucus is of about 1800 tons burdon.She was constr-
ucted and is owned I think at Gloucester Mass on Cape Ann,for sea
use &C.Has an able Sea Captain " Norris goes on about his duties
in the medical department and about the excellent conditions onboard of
the "Glaucus" He also says that he has been transfered ® from the
24th(white corps) to the 25th colored [negro] Corps of the Army for
Texas". A long four page letter. signed Albert L.Norris.
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Steamship "Glaucus"®
nearly off Charleston S.C. 9P M
June 6th 1865 Tuesday Eve

® Dear Bother. We have weathered Cape Hatteras and the Capes all along the
route since leaving Fort Monroe at 1 P.M. on the 4th inst. and are expecting
to make Port Royal tomorow morning when we go in, for water Ice,- Coal,and
some medical stores &c.Our journey thus far has been quite a pleasant one
except Sea sickness and some Diarrhea...... After reporting at Ft Gaines..
. .Wwe expect to embark for the Rio Grande River next to Mexico the place of
our destination...... I have on board a Parke of Ambulances,some 300 men
and as many or more Horses & Mules. I am the only medical officer,I have a
state room and things very comfortable....5hall probably recieve them
[letters] at Fort Gaines when Major Genl.Weitzel & Hdgrts.boat arrives...
A.L.Norris A A Surgeon U S. Transport Glaucus in Fleet of 25th Army Cotps”
Balance of letter about his insurance policy and business matters.

*At this point in the letter he states that *I am still a Contract officer
and wish Mr Ray to understand I am not a Regimental man.” In other words he
was not an enlistedmilitary officer,but was acivilian doctor under con-
tract to the U.S.Army.This is the reason he is not 1isted in Heitman's
REGISTER of the UNITED STATES ARMY.
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"Brazos Santiago,Texas
June 22 1865.

Mr R.G.Norris. After a trip of Twenty one (21) days from "City Point,va."
we arrived here last Evening the 21st of June and our immense fleet are fast
disembarking and encamping upon the beach, 8000 are now already in camp and
the rest of the troops fast getting to the shore.Our Transport - Glaucus
draws some 14 or 15 ft of vater and has to lie outside the bar and have troops
transferred to "Lighters" and taken to the wharf. Our entire trip has been
most delightful on board the Glaucus,Weather exceedingly beautiful - Sea
calm and smooth except of f Hatteras &c.We are'encamping on the shore( Coast
of the Gulf) not far from Mexico. It is only (9) ninemiles from where I am
now writing to the Rio Grande River that seperates Texas (the Lone Star
State) from Maximillians domminions.Just across the Rio Grande is Matamoras
the theatre of very recent battles in Mex...... " Balance is perscnal/

Letter not signed,but complete. Written on letter-head of U.S.CHRISTIAN
COMMISSION.
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® Brownsville, Texas,
July 20th 1865.

®....I have been ordered to duty at this office,vhere I am (now writing) far-
ther up the Rio Grande River. I am now on duty at the Medical Headgquarters
of the Army of the RiloGrande......I arrived here this forenoon,after riding
one and a half days up from the mouth of the River in the Steamboat Tamaulipas .
I cannot describe to you in any fitting language, the surroundings of the river
and the oddities of the scenery presented,inarideof 125 miles or 130 miles

up the Classic Rio del Norte. We left Brazos on yesterday morning and steam-
ing out over the bar into the Gulf of Mexico,we made our course some 32 miles to
the mouth of this noted river,where we passed the French & English Squaderon
of War vessels,lying at anchor,and calling at Clarksville Texas,and having a
very excellent viewv of Bagdad, in Mexico;ve again pursued on course up this
crooked river,perhaps half of the time in American and half in Mexican waters;
«++s.howcrooked it is along [the river] this far,hot climate,and level land-
scape in Texas,and Mexico,vhen for hundreds of miles ,a hill is not to be
found;only now and then a Sand hillock quite small.The inhabitants on both
shores - Am.& Mex.seem l1ike a semi-civillized race,living in Cots [huts?] of
willow with thatched roofs,and folloving a rude form of agricultuer living
with their herds of sheep and Cattle,& horses,and goats,& Dogs ,all or many

of vhich appear realy quite fine.This morning far down,the river in the
bottom lands of Texas,I sawv an metlnq scene. "It vas some Texans chasing
down a wvild Horse (with Lassoos) vhich they finally caught in a noose™ as 1
believe they always do, in the chase.......At Brownsville we are some 28 miles
from Brazos and yet the American shore boasts of troops and soldiers for 300
miles farther up [river] to Ringgold Barracks .Just across the River from
Brownsville is Matamoras in Mexico,only perhaps two miles from where I amsitt-
ing. Brownsville exclusive of soldiers has from 2000 to 2500 inhabitants.
Matamoras 8 to 10000.But the American troops are superior in number,and effic-
iency,though "Cortinas"[Republican General] has a reputed force farther up
the river on the Am. shore etc.We are of opinion that Maximillian will suspend
warlike pursuits before autumn..... ™ signed Albert*®
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SIEGE OF MATAMOROS

"Office Chief Medical Officer
Western District Texas Oct 30 1865
Rufus G.Norris Esq/My Dear Brother

Brownsville is pretty well flooded to day with a rain storm from the North-
ward that has prevailed here since Friday P.M.now Monday A.M.- the wind across
the plains is subsiding these (Norwards) Northerners are famous (storms or)
rainy seasons on the Rio Grande. Another week has passed since last I wrote and
thrilling scenes have been transpiring within sight and hearing,meanwhile &c
A unusually severe (Liberal) siege has been going on against the City [of]
Matamoras,since Oct 25 Wednesday last 4 A.M. Maximilian [Ferdinand, Emperor of
Mexico] has quite a number of times,well neigh lost the place but not quite, as
yet,the siege is still waging .Had I time to write you a description of Mexican
Battles as I have seen them the past week I am sure you would be amused and indig-
nant at their want of disciplin and action. The Imperialists of
Maximilian's Army under Command of Gen Mejia [Tdmas],holding the City of Mataro-
ras: were attacked last Wednesday in force by the Liberals,of President Juarez
[Benito] Army,under Command of Gen Escabads [Escobedo] Cortinas,and "Hinojosa",
( ) who attacked by a smart Infantry engagement in the morning at the
West side of the town on the river just on the plains across the river from where I
board at the hospital.It being only a few rods to the American shore and the river
only about 300 feet across,at that point .I turned out of guarters long before
sunrise and went to the shore to see the engagement.In Mexico as in Texas on the
Rio Grande,there are no hills,all plain land covered with chapparal.(bushes
full of thorns much like barbarris at home.& Conseguently the fighting was done
either on the open field or behind stockades bulwarks and sand forts for artillery
Kc.Iwill give you a rough diagram sketch of the position of forts stockades,and
the conternding Armies the other side in full view of my quarters.SEE Oppositep.

Drafting being gquite out of my line of business you will please excuse the extreme
ugliness of the landscape but not of the river for the Rio Grande is more serpen-
tine than even the Pamunky River in Va [Virginia] in its meanderings.I richly en-
joyed the excitement of the battle of the 25th Oct.while standing on this side of
the river[U.S.],in another country [Mexico] only 100 yards from me was an excit-
ing battle going on.&c - The fighting is not yet over — the seige I suspect will
continue until the city is reduced the place sacked,by storm pillage rapine &
plunder and what should be ,the scoundrel U.S5.5eseshionists who emigrated them
to abett and aid,the Southern Confederacy and have amassed great wealth at the -
business aredrivenout! I anticipate their piles of Mexican Silver will be con-
fiscated .Mexican affairs here are now the all absorbing them and little of note
is transpiring on this side the Rio Grande.I think I wrote you in my last that Gen-
eral Steel [Frederick,SEE NOTE] ,has been relieved,Maj.Gen.Godfrey Weitzel is
now the ranking General in this District.I amstill in 0.C.M.0ffice,and at Post
Hospital,as heretofore &c. I have several officers in my ward,Viz-Bevt Brigadier
General Armstrong [ Samuel C.,SEE NOTE],Chaplain Higginson,Capt Covington,and
some half dozen Lieuts.have had Majors,and full,and Asst Surgeons,as patients.
My practice has been with white officers,and men,since coming to Brownsville.and
always since entering the service up to time of enbarking for Texas in June.We are
anticipating that the next session of Congress will disband the 25th A,C.Colored
Regiment,and admit such of the colored soldiers as they choose to retain to the
Regular Army.But I must cloS€..csecsvueses Your Brother Albert[C.Norris M.D.]"
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"OFFICE CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER,
Western District of Texas,
Brownsville,November 5 1865.

The following is taken from the only letter to beare a printed letterhead as above:
Returning from church services "I went for a short time to the office and then came
round for the ambulance to return,found one mule had suddenly taken sick,had driver
fix up matters while I went with Dr Monong Dr.Perry and others to hear a Mexican Band
(Liberal) serenade the General of the District (Gen Weitzel) at his house.The Band
consisting of about (12) twelve brass pieces played foreign airs,but not equal to
"America" .They were followed by some (100) one hundred or more Mexican Soldiers
Citzens &c and a street full of Men Women and children from the suberbs of Brownsville
who came rushing in to town to see the Novelties &c. In an hour returning found ambul-
ance ready to go out and that Gen Cortinas of the Liberal Mexican Cavalry was in Brown-
sville with many of his Staff Officers, thinking no assault would take place surely
to day upon Matamoros I went round to Gen Weitzels House and procured a pass across
the river and had Dr Perry's and Gen Armstrong's [ Samuel C. ] names added. So after
coming out to hospital to dinner we (3) returned to town and crossed the Ferry taking
a2 Coach to the plaza which we reached only by a very serpentine circuitous route
amongst baericaded streets of the Imperial town [Matamoros] ,arriving inside the
inner fortifications at the Plaza % of 3 oclock P.M..we decided to attend Cathedral
(Catholic) service at 3, in fact our main object in visiting the place on Sunday. As
you may be aware in almost all Catholic Countries the Inhabitants betake themselves
"en masse” to their Cathedrals for safety. We;(ina foreign beleaguered city with
the seige still in force only quiet as far as fighting went,for to day) proceded with-
in the embrasures across the plaza (square) laid out by Gen Zach[ary] Taylor in the
46 & 47 [1846/47 ] Mexican struggle to the old Cathedral occupied by Gen Taylor where
foramilitary hospital. Our expectations were somewhat disappointed when passing
the Imperial Guard at the entrance to the edifice on ingquiry he informed us the
service would not occur till (Mangauna) tomorrow at the same hour. We however
obtained permission to enter and pass down the isles of this massive Cathedral and
sit near the "chancil” to view the spacious hall or church that Gen Taylor once held
by force &c. Gen Armstrong who had been on the Sandwich Islands told us many things
about Catholics and their rites that were novel and interesting to me.After chatt-
ing an hour we went to Globe Hotel a while saw our American Diplomat Mr Avery; and
from thence visiting the square and Post Office we again took a carriage drawn by
mules and riding about the City,Past Theater & Palace,Custom House & Royol Houses
within the barricades of the inner works we were let out on our credentials from Gen
Weitzel as US Aofficers to find our way to the river and return to U.S.The suberbs
have been and still are being injured seriously by the Liberal bombardment of Gen
Escubado of the Republican [Juarez] Party. We passed through herds of cattle,mules
& Goats that had been driven inside of their outer line of defense prior to the
attack for sustenance of life during the unquestionably long seige..........The
Cathedral towers are used as lookouts to take views across the imense praire of the
American Forces on this side the Rio Grand and of the Liberal army surrounding them
on the other side. We arrived safely back at hospital to supper before Sundown feel-
ing well paid for our travel and tour of observation amongst the forts armaments
and troops of the unfortunate Gen Mejia[ Thomas],who is so faithfully endeavoring to
sustain the Austrian Prince Maximillian in power over a people who should boast of
the "Mexicannae Reipublicae" and not the French Province...... Monday P.M.Nov 6th"
Norris then wants his brother to come to Texas and set up a mercantile store and he
will set up a medical practice and that the Volunteer troops will be mustered out
within the next four months and that he may not remain in the service beyond Jan.lst.
He wants him to send some personal effects and his Masonic Diploma.
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*Post Hospital Brownsville Texas
January 2nd 1866.
Wiy I am gquite weary from the excessive labors of to day.My usual duties

have been unusally laborious,and then a 1little after dusk this evening as
one of my patients; (Doctor P J.-Kelly) - (Surgeon and Medical Director of
the Mexican Liberal Army under Gen.Escobado;against the Imperialists)wvas
walking along Elizabeth Street,in Brownsville City,he was shot by an Assa-
ssin's revolver and brought by ambulance again tomy ward.I have this mom-
ent left him after operating;assisted by Dr's - Radmore,White,and Raphael
& other Doctors H.Davis,Grinell,and Perry,being present. Doctor Kelly's
wound is of a very serious character though he is still concious kc.Were
he in ordanary strength I should have some hope for his recovery;but as it
iswithavitiate constitution and a general want of tonicity in his sys-
tem I fear for the results.Dr.K. came to my ward very sick indeed not exp-
ected to l1ive from one hour to another (3) three weeks ago last sabbath,and
had but a few days ago got out again,and you may be sure I am sad at seeing
him again prostate upon my hands ..... The wound I judge must have been cau-
sed by a Navy revolver - it entered at Spine of Scapula (shoulder blade)
fracturing it and entering deeply into the dorsal muscle if not penetrating
the thorax (chest) his scapula is very badly fractured indeed...... Office
C.M.0./January 3rd.....Not much news to state to day - Doctor Kelly is a
live and suffering much pain - Surgeons Conover & Morong were present in the
ward wvhen I dressed the wound thisA.M. ...We hope hewill survive."He ends
with " Please to assertain what the effect would be onmy life [Insurance]
Policy if I were to go into Mexico as a Surgeon?™ Albert L.Norris.™
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"0ffice Chief Medical Officer
Brownsville,Texas Jan 17th 1866."

"Many thanks for your Box and Contents,recieved to day via Adams & c0.Express;
which you forvarded tome (3) three months ago yesterday.Patient waiting is
always rewarded, Every thing came through in perfect order even the Revolver
did not rust,nor was the Derringer Pistol tarnished.(what a little beauty it
is) T amgreatly pleased with it,it is somuch nicer than I expected.*Norris
then 1ists the other contens of the box and other personal matters.He then
continues " I think I told in my last of the attack upon and capture of Bagdad
in Mex.Eight more colored Regiments are about being mustered out...... I am
having some Surgery to perform now that Mexicans are being wounded,on Satur-
day last I operated a second time upon Doctor Kelly and successfully.I remo-~
ved the bullet and some fragments and extranous matters - he is doing very
well indeed. Dr Folsom saw him with me on yesterday and approves all &c.

A.L.Norris"
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" Office Chief Medical Officer
and Post Hospital Brownsville Texas.
January 27th 1866. Saturday Eve"

"R,G.Norris...... On Monday Morning Jan'y 22d I attended to sick in my wvards
as usual and then mounting my sorrel horse rode in town to office as is my
custom, Had been there but a short time before an order fromMaj.Gen.Weitz-
el was brought to me reguesting Col Conover Act.Med.Director,to at once de-
tail a Medical Officer to take charge of some people badly vounded the “last
night,about twvelve miles from Brownsville in the Chapparal upon the great
praire. This Medical Officer to at once report to the Provost Marshall Gen-
eral vho would furnish a Cavalry escort,and two Citizens as guide and Inter-
preters. Col Conover [Wm.Arthur?)] arriving at the office socn after
began to study wvho he would detail,refusing one for this reason and another
for that,requested me that I would take his ambulance and such medical and
Surgical appliances as I might think necessary and go out with the escort
furnished.I at once consented and reported to Capt Conklyn Provost Marshall
and was soon on my way out of town with Ambulance and my Blankets and Instru-
ments,chloroforme and a 1ittle assortment of medicines,not yet knowing what
I was to meet &c. Nor yet how badly the people were wounded.

Report of ,AL.Norris M.D.A.A.5.U.5.A.,upon visit to "Ranche Sabinita*®
to take charge of some citizen people wounded by brutal force on Evening Jan
21,1866.

Monday Jan.22d '66
In company with a detail from 4th Wis.Vols.and Mr.J.G.Browne and Mr.Richard
Miller - Citizens of Brownsville (as guides and Interpreters),I proceeded
to the Sabinita Ranche wvhere we arrived at 2% oclock P.M. safety with medic-
ine,restoratives,and Surgical-appliances. Found (7) Seven wounded,
(3) three severely (2 probably fatally) who were 1lying prostate and bleeding
from fearful gashes inflicted upon them their head and face and arms on the
Evening preceding. The Family relate that this was done at about 9 P.M. -
by a party of (8) Eight armed Ruffians who fell upon these unsuspecting peo-
ple just as they were entering the gate of their own premises and beating them
in a manner to be hereafter described rode avay leaving the 16 tied of men Boys
and the vomen shut up in a small Kitchen as shown in my diagram sketch &c [p.B].

Victim No.l Secili Gorney.

Aet' - about 40 yrs. An examination of this patient showed that his Scalp had
been lacerated,cut.or punctured in some (12) twelve different places or
directions,and upon further exploration I found that the Skull was fractured
in several places;(in 3 or more severely). The Frontal bone was fractured
to a great extent apparently across from right orbit to Middle of right pari-
etal bone;a Slight depression vas preceived betveen the two frontal prutuber-
ances,of an irregular ovoid Shape 1§ by 5/8 inches in extent,but not moveable.

Exploration at about centre of right parietal bone revealed an extensive
fracture,of a crucial Shape across the vertex where was a considerable depre-
ssion as if caused by a blow with the hammer of a gunlock. On left of vertex
in left parietal bone there was another fracture;with bones denuded somewvhat
of periosteum and transverse fracture seemed to be at least six inches in extent.

Full extent of fractures not found at this time.Patient unconcious and

delirious. There had been a great loss of blood from extensive scalp wounds.
After exploring patient under chlorofome,wounds vere sewed or strapped and the

cold wvater dressings applied ro head.



Victim No.2. Christoval Rosas.

Ae't about 35 yrs. Scalp lacerated and contused extensively,and immensely tum-
efied [swollen] with coagulated clotted blood. Some (15) fifteen gashes through
scalp and the Skull in several places denuded of its periosteum. One fracture
of the Skull at least its outer table near the superior border of the right Pari-
etal bone.Seemed to be a streight fracture 1% inch or more in length and no espe-
cial evidence of depression upon the brain.Extent of fracture not acertained
fully at this time. I removed the coagula of blood and taking up the two sup-
er ficial bleeding arteries - sewed up or strapped the wounds and applied cold
dressings. Both arms were found broken.Ulna bone of right arm at about its
middle a transverse fracture. Ulna bone of left armat its lower fifth or
about 2% inches from the Styloid process compound fracture — movable fragments
but no Left Shoulder very badly contused and over scapula region but
bone not fractured.Patient partiably concious and sensible at times of the pres-
ence in the room of members of his Family,though suffering extreme pain.

Victim No.3. Juan Garcia.
Ae't. 30 years. Apparently struck (cudgeled) [club with round head] across
left temporal region - contusing [to injure without breaking the skin] the bone
and integuments [skin] but not fracturing them.Another stroke had cut a deep
gash in the left cheek over malar [cheek bone] bone. Eye lids much ecchymosed.
No other injuries important to this man.

4.Beniti Myjosga.
Received a blow across the neck with some weapon,badly bruising the muscles of
left side; ( and neck) .

5 Rafail Garcia.
Was struck evidently with a gunstock or bludgeon across side of head.He was brui-
. sed but not very badly injured.He fell to the ground & feigued death on receipt of
first blow.

6. A boy not much harmed only tied down &c.

7 A young man with contusion of knee caused while
tied down back of ( Jacal harkel) house with the other {7) seven young men who
were tied with their faces to the ground,and forbidden to utter a noise under
penalty of certain death;this was done prior to the return home of the first 6
spoken of who were brutally beaten and Robbed by the Bandits.

On page 8th you will (find) A rudely pencilled outline of the premises at Sakinita
Ranche. In which I endeavor to show apart of river Rio Grande & The Horse shoe
lake 1 mile in extent,The little Island ,and the Two Haskels,and Kitchen,and corn
cribs,at Sabinita - The gate or entrance where the terrible affray took place
where 5 were felled 3,outside and two inside the fence.The beautiful large plan-
tation and the Chapparal in the U.S. & & Mex. soil &c.Also the telegraph line to
Brazos,that I folloved it,down 7 miles and then obliqued 6 miles to the Ranche.

Particulars as communicated to me through an Interpreter,by the families 1iving
on Ranche Sabinita,Texas. Themen (6 ) (Citizens) six in number had been out
upon the plains (praire) hunting for meat and game &c,and returning unusualy
late 9 oclock P.M. their burden mules,laden with meat &c.Dismounting at the
gate were met by (8) Ruffians .Stricken down 5 of them and tied and brutaly beaten
over their heads. Prior to this however,some two hours 7 P.M. they, the



Ruffians (8) eight in number,arriving at the Ranche proceeded to secure all the
more defenceless inhabitants by tying the young men and grown Boys (8) eight of
them with ropes (lassoos).their faces to the earth and not permitted to speak
under penalty of death:(this done in rear of Jacal House) They then drove the
wvomen and children into the Kitchen at the end of the harkell (house) and kept
them there at the same time charging them not speak aloud on penalty of death.
The Wife of VictimNo.l.Mrs S.Gorney,now (forvard some B% months with
child ) near the close of a pregnancy,was seized by the wrists and a revolver
placed to her bosom threatened with death if she did not tell them (the robbers)
where the Silver and treasure & money belonging to the Ranche might be.Mrs Gar-
cia wife of Victim No 3 ,vas seized and treated in a simillar manner. Their
own horses (stock) were turned loose upon the plantation during the time the
above named preperations wvere making for cruel robbery. The private arms and
weapons of the houses and famillies were seized prior to the return of the
owners,and thrown into the Lake of the Ranche. Then stationing themselves
behind the chapparal fence near the gate awvaited the return of the unsuspecting
proprietors - the 6. six vhom at 9.oclock they foully maltreated and robbed -
not only the men but the women of their property,their Silver and Jewelry and
clothing(and about $1000.00 in meney) $200.00 in specie and Jewelry from one
woman alone &c &c. Evidence of the cruel butchery and purderous attack was
found in (3) three pools of clotted blood,outside,and (2) two pools inside the
gate,where they vere seized,tied,and 5 of them pounded barberously over the
head and arms & shoulders - the 6th a Boy vas not beaten only tied down to the
ground and left confined with the others. Victim No 5 Mr Garcia gives his
testimony that the Ruffians soon after this brutality,finding one of them
Victimno 2 Mr C.Rosas,still breathing,said let us finish him and setting about
it,did beat him over the head with his gun."He (Rosas) exclaiming (compadre)
friend 'protector’' why do you so &c &c” (This brutal murderer it seems was god-
father in the Romish church,to Mr Rosas'own child) and perceiving that he was
known doubled the fierceness of the attack &c. Then they proceeded to
raffle every trunk and bed and box in both houses for booty &c. The murderous
party (supposed to be Cortina's men) were armed with guns & side arms,but no
shot was fired by anyone. The Brigand party (8) eight in number were supposed
by the women and (children) young men to be Librtal Mexican Scldiers [opposed
toMaximilian] and in fact they claimed to be such - and told the families that
they were come by order of the Yankee General Weitzel) at Brownsville to regul-
ate them, Impirial sympathisers &c Etc, . After the above outrages so incon-
ceivably horrid they the "murderers™ regained their stock and stealing tvo fine
horses,and silver mounted saddles,drove away again taking much booty. (subse-
guently abandoning the two horses,and silver mounted saddles). I of course
had a tedious and severe four hours work to preform in chloroforming two men ,
and exploring and dressing the 7 wounded &c. An hour after sundown I took
supper with the family a rude meal in a rude way of Mexican Bread - (tortars)
and meat and griddle cakes and hominy with tea sugar & goats milk,After which
I occupied the evening in conversation on the habits and customs of the people -
of their immense herds and native acquired wealth &c. Medicines adminis-
tered and patients quiet on their beds. I had my Ambulance drawn close to the
(Jacal) house and slept in it with my Interpreter Mr Miller - surrounded by
the Cavalry escorts a guard of vigilance outside while my six shooter,and
Derenger,at my head made me feel quite safe from harm from foreign or ga?ive
desperadoes. Called up but twvice during the night at Ranche Sabinita I
of course rested, though you may be sure I did not sleep a great deal.Next day
Tuesday Jan 22d I left the Ranche and 5 patients doing quite well - But took the
two first and worst cases in my ambulance to our hospital as I fear [them] to
die - Will try and write you more of their history &c &c.
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Monday Eve Jan'y 29th 1866

I did not find time to complete my lengthy and I fear uninteresting (to you)
epistle on Saturday evening so will continue now. I had got so far in my
account as removing the two worst wounded Mexicans from their Ranch to our
Post Hospital on Tuesday Jan 26d,and at 4.P.M.had a medical consultation
over them - Col Conover, Surgeon Morong,and Hospital Staff present,gave a
doubtful prognosis in both cases but commend my treatment thus far and advise
a continuance of the same,with trephining [a small crown saw used to remove a
portion of the scull)] atsome future time if found necessary to relive-compre-
ssion upon the Brain.Gorney - as before,was unconcious delirious. Rosas -
semiconcious and suffering decided pain of Hd.& Arms . Tuesday night called
up to see them once &c. Wednesday Morning Jan 24,Consultation renewed and
trephining of skull in Rosas case decided as necessary to the continuance of
life for any number of hours longer. Then and there, I performed my maiden -
Capital operation by use of Trephine.Heys Saw,and the Lever,removing a por-
tion of Skull and temporarily relieving the compression &c. Gorney,only par-
tially came to conciousness and had life prolonged for (25) twenty five hours -
when he died. Rosas still semiconcious &c. Thursday 12 P.M.Jan Z5th
Gorney Died. Post mortem revealed all that we had suspected ante mortem,and a
great deal more. Autopsy revealed a fracture fromright orbit to occiput
[bone] (longitudinlly) and transversely across oves vertex from side to side
with (3) three depressions and irregular fissures and complex fractures

in the Skull &c. Base of Skull was found fractured in (8) eight places - in-
cluding the orbital plates (which you may recollect were broken in the case of
our honored President Lincoln last April) and also the Basillar [base of the
skull] portion of the spheroid & occipital Bones.Large clots of Blood were
upon and within the Brain. It is truly wonderful that Mr Gorney should have
survived so grave injuries for (4) four whole days.I have the skull to add to
my medical museum collection,&c. Thursday Jan 25 at sundown Mr G. was
burried by his family and friends. Friday Jan 26th Mr Peter Gorney brother
of S.Gorney - brought tome §$ 50.00 Fifty Dollars in Silver all Mexican and
asked me to accept them for my faithfulness to his wounded Brother &c. an exc--
ellent fee for me, for which I felt very thankful I assure you. And he also
spoke to me to go in two weeks from now to attend the widow Gorney - at the
forthcoming child birth confinmenk. Saturday Jan 27 Mr Rosas still very
low and semi comitose [conscious 7 ] - held another consultation and decided
that he too must die,but considered trephining not necessary. Sunday yes-
terday Jan 28 Rosas still failing.,afternoon I thought him dying and his family
sent for the Priest.Patient unconcious at evening and died 2 A.M. today.
Monday Jan 29 Christoval Rosas Died aged 34 years.eight days after receiving
murderous wounds from Robbers - producing Concussion Contusian Compression
from Compound fracture of the skull and compound fractures of both arms. A
hasty examination (Post Mortem ) showed his skull to be fractured from top of
head across right side [of ] skull and forwards to right orbit &c.Also a punc-
ture and indenture of small fragment of left front of Frontal Bone.Also cont-
usion of back and fractured arms &c. Some one remarked to his Brother to day
that no power human could have saved his poor Brother - he said impossible -1
Le docture Norris has done all that could be done for which he shall be rewar-
ded &c &c. I coffined both patients and to day attended in person the funeral
of Mr C.Rosas,with his sorely afflicted family.May the Lord spare the rest &
bless themall! Thus you see some desperate Cortinas men are pilfering for
gold and Silver all through this Country and successfully at times &C......
I have a pet white Kid (goat) presented to me by the Ladies of Ranch Sabinita
as a token of ardent approval of what I had done for their men &c."

L &




ARMY OF THE RIO GRANDE
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*0ffice Post Surgeon
Brownsville Texas Feb 25/66

A short letters mostly regarding
families of themilitary : "1 am
now attending the Family of Col Wm
D.Graham 1st US arty (regulars)
His child is very sick also his
wife unwell - Mrs G. is a daughter
of Maj.Cen.Rickets,U.S5.A.and a
Niece of Franklin Pierce (Ex Pres).
.-..My (Point of Rocks Va) Friend
Wm A.Gardner,M.D. was murdered
just out of town on the night of the
21st inst. I have his effects now
in my room,attended his burial on
yesterday in Ancient Masonic Rites
beautiful,but sad & impressive....
Military matters along the Rio
Grande are fast closing up so far as

the U.S5-Vol. Army is concerned......
Albert®
Yo sre respecifal'e pegnestod ththdtddbdt ettt e AR
b aitend to ihe !‘n-..--n.:q of wnr -1»‘rr-‘-:"'J_ L This is the only letter to have the
Irretor William A. (iil_'l‘l.'ﬂ- 1"“: .84 envelpoe,bearing a 3 cent stamp of
The fancral Wil star} |:mr: thie Peeal }.‘.t:,““_l' the 1861 issue bearing the pnst.mark
Qirnrah, on Elimatath atrect, ot ball pas wa &t o of BROWNSVILLE TEX.FEB 26.

this day.
His Manoxis Fair ik

Brownswille, Torur, Vueb'y 24 1808
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