Figure 1. New York, 3 December 1851, carried “out oi the mails” to forwarder in New
steamships service to Havana, Kingston and Vera Cruz. Rare “Detained for Postage”
handstamp of Kingston. Letter prepaid 35¢ in New Orleans and 1/4d in Kingston for on-
ward transit to Vera Cruz. Red “BRITISH/25" marking probably applied at Kingston .
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steamship to Cuba and British contract steamship to Kingston and Vera Cruz. Letter paid
postage due in Durango. Only other reported
believed to have been applied at Kingston by
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Iowa Postal History

This letter supplies us with some very pertinent information concern-
ing the development of Jowa's postal system during its early territorial
years. Written from Burlington, Des Moines Co., M.T., January 29,1836,
it was posted at Beardstown, Illinois February 5th to expedite delivery.

Because of the importance of the lead-mining region, post offices had
been established at Dubuque's Mines on May 27 and at Peru on August 26,
1833, receiving and dispatching their mails via Galena, Ilinois. Consid-
erably downstream, in the southeastern part of the state, another center
of activity created the early establishment of post offices--Burlington on
September 10, 1834 and Fort Des Moines (No. 1) on September 28, 1B35.

The writer advises of petitions under way "for post roads from Camp
Des Moines by Burlington to Debuque, also from Macomb, [1ls. by Burl-
ington to Mount Pleasant, the latter a stage route connected with a route
from Rushville (Indiana) east.' Low water & ice interrupted mail service.
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IF YOU DON'T CATCH HIM IN 10 DAYS.

CANADA Three fine examples top to bottom: CROSS HILL ONT
SP 16 1891 -

DEC Z0 1898.

MONTREAL QUE JAN 24 1912 - SOUTH STUKELY QUE
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e J.L.M,
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

B b o e ekt it WASHINGTON, D. C.

August 3, 1897,

L, J, Weichmarm, Ksg,,
Anderson,
Fdiana.
Sir:

Yours of the Z9th ultimo, addressed to the Attorney—General,
has been referred to me. ¥You reguest that you be jurnished
copiles and dates of pardons,and orders relating thereto,in the
cases of Dr. Samuel Mudd, Edmund Spangler and Somuel Armold,
who were convicted of conspiring to murder President Linecoln,

I have the honor to edvise you that the records of this
office show that a petition for pardon of Dr. Samuel A. Mudd
was filed January 11, 1869; that on January 16, 1869, the
papers were transmitted to the Praesident by his order, There
appears to have been mo endorsement made by the Fresident
won the pguers but the records show that the pardon was
granted February &8, 1869:

The application for ¢ pardon of Samuel Arncld was filad
with the President February 27, 1869, On'the same date thsy
were referred to this Department with the following endorsement:

"ixecutive Mansion
February 27,1869,




A yartugut,
~ 7

y S ale, &y am f': f.r-r(?{
.'--.f'- ;‘.-J.‘ e

w e avy, on

. ‘!ﬁ’!., _;:*:'J: riefe & !ﬂrzf:.ar
71812

- 10 ’
-

mend,

GEO, M. ROBESON,
Recrgtary of the .-Vu'try,
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The Minnesota Territory

REEDS LANDING Post Office was established on February 21,
1850 in Wabasha County. It was the site of a Sioux trading post
as early as 1810, The village was platted in 1856 and it became
well known as a steamboat town being located on Lake Pepin
adjacent to the town of Wabasha,
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RUSSIA TO MINNESOTA 1910.

Christmas post card depicting Santa
Claus as a Russian postman. Addressed
to Saint Paul,Minnesota.
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WINATIUS DONNELLY,

The Old Homestead,
1856=1805.
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ﬁbtlahtlpbm Theatre.

Mirs. Knights
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Third dppearmwe.

A R s e B M AT R e W

e g ]

Friday Evening, Febrnary 2, /87

Will be presented the celebrnted Musical Drama, of

D 4
Mannering

Or, the Gypsey’s Prophecy.

Writeen by 1), T'E er F. £y innd fﬂulidgd on _the relebraied Novel of that nume. Pﬁ:fmmd in Londen,
Mo Yoo kodond Ratliagore, with-greal i lplulql. Wk the F}nimd Mhasic,
Me. 15 METZ, (his f 3¢ nppt-:r.un.,] i which he will introduee the much
addaivenl Sougs, of

CSSVTLE AGAIN MY Hn..r\"ME LASSIE

‘ECHO SONG)

And the evlgbrated Senz of

‘qeots’ Wha hia Wallace Bled.’

_+ Luey Berteam, Mrs. KNIGHT, inwhich € haacter She will introduce the fnllumn; Songw:

Harry Bertrim,

“IIS THE LAST ROSKE OF SUMMER,”

‘MY SOLDIER LOVE,
‘Rest the Babe.’

Colone] Mannering,
Duomicie Sampson,
Dendie Dinmont,
Dirk Hatteraiclk,
Bailie Mucklethnft,
Gilbert Glossin,
Galiriel.

Sehastinn,

Jock Jnbos,
France,

Me WEBE,
Mr. JEFFERSON,
Mr. HALLAM,
Mr. DARLEY,
Mr. BIGNALL
M. HATHW ELL.
Mr, GREENE,
My PORTE®.
M MURLAY.
Miss H. HATHWELL
INACT

Sergeant, Mr. JEFFERSON, Jr.
Barnes, Mr. FARKER.
Gypsies, Saldiers, &e.
Mrs M*Candish, Mrs. FRANCIS.
Meg Mecrilies, Mes. WOOD
Flura, Mrs. JEFFERSON.
Gipsey Gitl, Miss HATHW ELL.
Julis Masuering, Mrs, J. JEFFERSON,
{With Sonzs.)
SECOND,

anall
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KANSAS ASSOCIATION OF CHATHAM CCUNTY,
SAVANNAH, SEPTEMBER 1856, }

I._/l;f-:f"
s /‘

Duar S —The undersigned hovis beon appointed a specinl Commitice by the Kaxsas Assoctarios
o Cmatinan Covsry, o addmss their follow-eitizens ol the lower section ol the State, and to solicit their
co-operntion in ruising fouds for the reliof of the Grorais Coroxtsts in Kansas, and 10 aid the men of the &mh
who are strugzling to mainuin Sonthern Rugtos wod-Fostitadons io that oritory.

It is 1ot pecessary that we should review the history of the contest pow waging i Kansas. Tt ean
e regarded m no other light than a straggle on the part of the Somth in defence of her constitutiounl nights
which have boen openly assailed by the Abolitiontszs of the Nonth. The settlers of Kansas, while in the peacefnl
ncenpation of the conniry, have been attacked. murdered and plundered, or driven from their homes by the
lureling hordes of mamuders and asassins sent o the territory by the Abolition Socisties of the Narth.
1o their reckless determination 1o exclude the people of the South and their institations from the soil of Kansas,
they have set ull law at defiunece, and are rosolved to drive all persons from the territory who oppase their
{rnatical doctrines,  Backod by the Abolition Societies of the North, by whom they are furnishod with ans
and money, they are formidable agamst our people, who must abandon the country and . give it over to fren-soil,
unfess they nre sustaiped and reioforced by ns who have an equal nterest with themselves in the issue of
the struggle

The Colomists from Geongia have boen driven from their setttements and plundered of their property.

They have been foreed to seek pefuge in Missousi, and arr, with their wives and children, in a destititn

condiion.  They have sent thelr Agents to us with an appeal for immediate aid. Asa = brother w brother, **
they ask us to belp them against our common snemy. In this City we have formed an Association for tlie
purpose of raising money 10 aid the Georera Coroxesrs, and the canse of the South, in Kansax, We have sent
what we were able o collect in u day, and our  Associntion is still making colleotions of money to be remittod
to the Kansas Commitiee in Kausas City, Mo,

Shonld you fsel disposod to co-oparate with us in the objects of our Association, we shall be happy
to adil your eontributions and such contributions as you may obtain from the friends of the Kansas eanse in
your neighborhood to the fund, and to make prompt acknowledzment of the same.

W will only add that it s lmsportan thar we shonld aser in this maner immediately. Addnss
either member of the Commuitee.

Vory Respectinlly, &c
EDWARD € ANDERSON,
THOMAS PURSE,
: S. P. HAMILTON,
105, W. WEBSTER,
H. L. BYRD. ’

Remittanees may alsa be made 1o the following gentlemen, who comprise the Finaneinl Commiticn
ul the Association :

J. B. Garux, Chairman, Arexasvee Fawczrr,

W. N. Hanessmas, Dr. H L. Brss, .
R D Assorr, Jors N. Lewn,

1 K. Terrr, Joux Coorewm,

James G, Rovcens, 1. W, Wessren,

And the Editors of the “ Republican,* “ Goorgian,” and * Moming News, "
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————

March 24, I888
Geo. W. Wekefield, Beg.

Deoar8ir:

The Smurian® ceme in pood drder a few daye
gince, and T have just looked it over# but only hestily. and ‘
write to ask rhomor.‘it ie posible o g2t any of the more imrorts
®ent zissing yparts. Theeé are @ as follows:

1 The greater yortion of the skull end jaws.
2 One !'oro-pa:!ﬂle and both hind ones.
3 The scapulas and relvie arches.
4 The greater Fortion ef the tail.
The cervical and dorsal vqr-ebrzﬂ arrear to be nearly pll
pﬂrlunt and are of muech intcrcn.- Alltogether |

the gpocimen

is lf much interest, and if YOou canmnot get any more of it, I will

2ce what ean be made out of wha: wc have.

4 Yours very truly

0. C. Marsh
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Bodontifis Hssosiation.

Profs O« 0+ Marsh,
Paleontologist, n.a.m;. Bnﬂ-r.

Dear Firj=- Your letter nf ceeived and the reguest sheres
in made referred to tihe Peientifie Associmtion of fiowx Oitvy end I

mn inssructed to send you the reeidue of the Faurien ce muahdld&

vour letter, I have nccordingly, this dey, sent vou by Express
proyaid the romsinder of this foasil. Our Mr. Hoskins hop numbor-
=~pd mos: all of the pleces, having first thoroughly elemned the
smno. One pleco in mm “o* ig thousht by \r lioslins in viow
of vour lasst letter %o be a part of the hesed where the pome joine
the spinel colmm. The nambiys'l o Bl, are the remainder of thoe
vertobronae, portion of which numbere I herctefore sent You. Tho re-
mmining emell piecep and framonte have been numbored as & new se-
ries:. ‘oe. X1 to @ pye pupposed to be piceen of the skwlli x16 3a
14 picces of bones X165 to 18 diaks eimilar to one ment youj =19 to
48 yie cee of boneix?d to 89 surposcd to beleng to paddles;xdo 0

48 suprosed to be cnds of ribsj X49 to 72 plecer of ribejx7s tn 'l'l' -~

slocos of lead; xdd to 408 srinnl procossed; x104 to

t¢ be porticons of pelvis or sternumi the picee lester 'A‘ ip she
remainder of "A" horotofore eent youi *K* in suppoe«d £0 bo n por-
tion of shouldey Wlade; "H" 48 2 piece of the ¢lay composing the
mugrix in which the foseil wae found) *1% ip o coneretion from tie
meirigs In ad ditien, I send ¢ mumber of piceer nmi fregpments wemrk
=od. 1 gpll your attuntion tc vertobree lo. 42 to which a yicee
of the jaw snd tceth is sdhering in the poeition in witieh ic wss
foumi. Tho box coniaine overrthing we lave exeopt one large tooth
whigh w8 not o hand at the time Lhe box wae pack/d, an! for thng
rengon win omitted. This tooth e hmznr than oy thot hap boon
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Naw Havan, Conn.,

Novambar 21, 1BuH,

George W, wakefiald, =sq.,
Daar Sir:

Your note of petcbar 1Z2th cace during my
absance, or I should hava sconer writtesn in raply. 1 spent my
summar vacaticn in Surcpa, and this has put ma bahind in my weork.
1 hope scen tc tAka up Saurians ‘again, and will then maka a care-
ful examination of yoenur Spaciman, and write you ths rasults.

Hoping wy delay has caused you ne treubla,
1 remain,

Yours, very truly,

v C (;1(;{1(-Lf

-

4
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Michigan's militia did end up arresting some Ohio officials, capturing nine surveyors, and
firing a few shots over the heads of others as they ran out of the area. But Ohio was the only
one to take a casualty when a buckeye name Two Stickney stabbed a Michigan Sheriff in a
tavern brawl.

The war ended when President Andrew stepped in and removed Mason from office and
militia commander, General Joseph W. Brown disbanded his troops. But Congress still held
Michigan statehood hostage until it agreed to Ohio's claims. The citizens of Michigan set up
a state government anyway, and elected Stevens T. Mason govemnor.

Following the Compromise of 1820 it was the practice to admit a free state and a slave state
at the same time. However, when both Arkansas and Michigan were ready for statehood,
Michigan was involved in the dispute with Ohio over the Toledo Strip. President Jackson
signed a bill on June 15, 1836, that admitted Arkansas but required the people of Michigan
to settie the dispute before Michigan would be granted statehood. Michigan would need to
consent to a compromise measure drawn up by Congress. The compromise gave the
Toledo Strip to Ohio and the western 2/3 of the now Upper Peninsula to Michigan. Delegates
to a convention to consider the compromise were elected, and the convention took place in

Ann Arbor on September 26, 1836.

Michigan eventually became the 26th state of the union, on the 26th of January, 1837. But its
territory did not include the Toledo Strip. Instead, it gained title to the western three-quarters
of the upper peninsula as compensation; 9,000 square miles of the most valuable timber,

iron, and copper country in America.
i i ﬁAm!yﬂnglh'I\ruCuvm
e illus in Figure 1, addressed 1o Vern Cruz, originated i

3 December 1851 and was sent “outside the mails™ o the fmafﬂing &Nf»;:?
Iummuudufﬂc?uﬂrmm:gmphmdunirmdhmdﬂ.mpouﬂrmufmc
cover and dated it 11 December 1851. A mail steamer had just left New Orleans for
ilamaudﬂwyludwqmm:mtﬂqm."mpnucdthclcﬂ:rinm&imnm
;l_I_)m:m_ber IESF._ paying the x_rqnimd 35¢ fee 1o Mexico via the United States and
nitish mail steamships in the Caribbean. Another United States Mail Steamship Company
ﬂmuﬁ:pmpupmngmhufubhm"ﬂcwﬂdnmmu:tﬂzmdmmhm
mﬂm@mu%"mmumﬁcm@mss:mmm
Ummﬂlhlmmmﬂlmwylaﬂtnmdﬂunmpinbhctmml lrv
stcamships of the United Staies Mail Steamship Company to Havana and Roval hin;l
Stmnh:ka_(‘mupmy from Havana 1o ngﬂm.ihcien;rwm:d“ﬂrwmr
Postage 1:4.-ipmnn;_mmmmwpuummdmbmmnyn
February 1852 (red circular datestamp on the cover face), the forward transit fee of |
dull:_ngdp:mehdhempidhyduﬂﬂmdSmqut.wmmdmp:a
rhcnghl:ndrrlﬂfﬂnelgua,mdmelumrscmouit;wnymMuino,Thismumhnc
been the British transit fee from Kingston 1o Mexico." Since the letter was addressed |
the pon of arrival of the British steamer, Vera Cruz, no additional postage due was .
quired. This cover. by the way, also shows the only recorded example of u::“Demimdf’:r-

Postage™ marking, which was sent 1o Kingston from London on 26 August 1845+
The cover illustrated in Figure 2 shows similai handling. This letter was postea n :
Boston on 8 January 1852, addressed to Durango, Mexico. Boston struck both the circular
duuumplndPMDinmcLwideammmiplmdm)mﬂ“}i"nlongsid:mshwnm-
payment of 35¢. The letter was undoubtedly sent 1o New York, which had been identified
by the Postmaster General as a dispatch office for mails to the Caribbean. The letter ar-
rived in Kingston on 2 March 1852 and received a red circular datestamp indicating it was
paid the same day. This letter also received a red manuscript rate mark of 1/4d. the re-
quired fee folrn letter from Kingston to Mexico by British sicamship. This time the letter
wunmdumned. having probably been paid the same day it arrived by the United States
Consul. Since this letter was going beyond the port of Vera Cruz in Mexico, an additional

4 reales postage due was marked in Vera Cruz.




OHIO & MICHIGAN TERRITORY BOUNDERY DISPUTE 1835

The following extracts are from a leteer under date of " Tremainsville April 5,
1835 " ......I suppose you have heard there is quite A Fus between Ohio & Michigan
about the boundary 1ine it is realy so.Michigan has gone so far as to collect all
the munitions of war at at Monroe She can posibly get and has [ordered out ] the
Militia so they are [going] togo into the field at A minutes warning - the acting
governor Mason is at Monroe Avaiting for the governor of Ohio & his Commishoners
to come on and runn the line - the notention of Mason is to take the governor & the.
Commishoners from Ohio & put them in Jail until the question is settled but the
Governor of Ohio will not be taken - he is here and cays the line shall be runn even
at the point of the Sword - tomorrow is the day for the Town meeting to be held
under the appointment of the Governor of Ohio - the Legislative Council of thes
Territory of Michigan have passed an act making any person Finable in a sume not
less than $ 5000 & three years imprionment for accepting an of fice under Ohio -
there was a caucus held at our house the 4th for the purpose of Nominating sueta-
ble persons to hold the several offices in Town.Michigan has already elected her
Town Of ficers so there vill be two sets of Officers in town. General[J.W.Brown]
has the command of the Militia at Monroe & has sent on word he shall be on the tak
off all that acept of fices under Ohio but there will be no backing out on the part
of Ohio for the governor is here & ready to asigne all that May acecept office

under Ohio.There must be some backing out or we shall have a fuss soon.Tomorrow
willbetheTest......." John W.Collins

@

This letter concerns the famous "Toledo Strip" controversey,over towns and
lands along the boundary of Michigan and Ohio,established by the Northwest
Ordinance of 1787.1It all began in 1833 and by 1835 it had become heated on the
verge of wvar,with the Militia being called out in Michigan.It came to a con-
clusion in April 1836 when Michigan was given the Upper Peninsula as compen-
sation for giving up the "Toledo Strip to Ohio.This resulted in TREMAINSVILLE,
M.T.,along with other towns, becoming part of the state of Ohio
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COVER OF DEATH. Unigue use of the skull & crossbones cancel of the
SAIRT PAIL post office, on a mouming cover during the 1860°s. Covers
shown are the only recorded examples known to bear this cancel.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

Harine

Colony of

Louisiana

New Orleans, Frimeire 17, year 12
(December 10, 1803)

The Colonial Prefect ef-Leuisiesma, Commandant of
the French Government.

To lr. Duparc, Commandant of the Pointe GD“Pao

I am eanclosing, Sir, the order which I have issued concerning
the taking of possession of the French Republic of Louisisne .in
your aistrict.

I reachea an agreement on it, in sdvance, with the commissaries
of S. . C. s0 that it was issusd by their office, dated the 12th

of Frimeire (December 4, 1803).
Sir, please comply with it and confirm receipt[of this order].

I em sending you several co'piea of my proclemstion and some
of my principal orders concerning this situation. '

If anything snould come up in your territory, which is worth
the trouble, please hasten to give me an account of it.

If, in this packet, there are some other things for the
commenasnts of the Upper-Posts, it is in the hope that you will
forwera it to them: I charge you with it, I command it of you
for I count on this t0 recdouble zeal for peece and Zood order.

Continue to justify the public confidence which you enjoy.

Yours truly,

Laussat







f’ "
e Fort Belxnsp Tex
August 1lst 1858

Colonel.

I recelved by the mail of last week, Dr. Wood's letter of
the 10th Msy sddressed to me ut Fort Leavemworth, asking me to com-
‘municste to you"such scts regerding the Conception end Termination
of the battle of Buena Vista as may Lisve come to sy ‘Twowledge 30
far &= the merits of the conflict were due Conl. Taylor, the msin
points desired™ belng "the facts occuring between the absence of
Genl. Taylor at Saltillo and his return to the fleld on the sorning
of the 23rd." ¥ith regard to the first point the conception &nd
planing of the battle, I do not believe toere is & singlie officer shose
mind is unprejudiced, of all those who sarticipsted in the battle, who
does not give Cenl. Teylor full eredit for the selection of tha ground
and the genersl plan of srrangin: the Army for the receptlon of the
eneocy, thatls, he directed thnat Fesiulngton's Estilery snoula be placed
in position at the Angostura, that tue aroyc on hls ¥asuington's
rigot should be exsmined thorougily, end if mecessary Artlillery and
such other troops &s could act most efficiently should be so posted
on its left benk &s to secure cur rignt froa belng outilanked, and the
main body of the army was directed to bLe posted on the maln platesu to
receive the enemy. Before lesving Agus Nuove I lesrned that it was
Gen. Ta;lor's intention to helt &t Buena Vista. I do not now reseaher
whetner I heard the Genersl say so himself the cvening Lefcre LLe Army
left Aqua Nuova, or heard it froa some member of bis staff. _rmrdu
sundosn on the 22nd Sherman's Battery, to wunlch I belonged, woved
forward from a slight eminence about half a mile Iln rear of the Angos-
tura to the foot of the hill on which Col. Hardin's Hegt. w#S posted,
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THE LONG-MISSING CONFESSION OF
GEORGE A. ATZERODT
Jamas 0. Hall

'I. George A. Atzerodt, 2 German immigrant, was recruited

dnto the action team of John Wilkea Booth in a plan to capture
President Abrsham Lincoln and carry him off to the Confederacy.
This recruitment was by John H, Surratt and Thomas H, Harbin,

‘both Confedsrats sgents, Atzerodt was then living (Janusry

1865) in Port Tobaceco, on the "otomac Piver, Charlas County,
¥aryland, Hers ha was engaged in painting carriazes and in
"running the blockada™ by rowinz agants and contraband across
tha river from Marvland to Virginia.

¥han the plan to captura Lineoln fall through in Maveh of
186, Atzarodt wes still available to Sooth and wes hrousht to
Vashington, He wes assigned to asaassinate Vige-Presidant
Andrew Johnson st his hotsl, the KFirkwood Houas, at 10 n.m,
on 1l April 1865, Fe went to ths hotsl for this purposs, but
loat his nerve at tha lest moment. Thas next morning Atzerodt
flad Washington and managed to reach the homa of his cousin,

Hartman Hichter, in Montgomary County, Maryland, He wes mrrestad

at Fichter's farm by Federal ¢evalry durinz the early morning
hsury o7 19 April. He was bpousht to ¥Washington and imorisoned
aboard the wership, "Saugus, et 11:30 p.m. on the 20th,

IT¥. Atzerodt was interrogated on the ™Sauzus™ by Col. E. H.

Walls, and later made other statements which are extant. But

onea confession was missing and remained missing for over a
century. The history of this missing confession makas an
intarssting sccount which yuns thus -

While on tha ™Saurus,™ Atzarodt asked to talk with

Maryland Provost Marshal James L, MeThatl, and Nis oun brother—

in-law, Jokn L, Smith, a detectiva unnloyad by McPhail,
Bafores this could be arranged, Atzerodt was removed to a cell
at the old panitantiary on the grounds of the Washington
Arsenal (now Fort Leslie J. MeNair), Secretary of War Fdwin
¥. Stanton gave permission for the interview. So MePhail and

Bmith came over from 3altimore on 1 May, They ware brouzht to

the naﬂitnntiAry fust beforn A p.m, by Assistant Secretery of
¥ar Thomas T, Fekert, Major Gensral John ., Hartranft, who was

'in charze of the orisonars, had Atserodt's call'dﬁanqa; caussd

the hood over Atzerodt's head to be rempoved, and sllowsd McPhail

and Smith to interropate Atzerodt privately, Hartranft's

fatallad report of all this 12 containad in & mamorandum to his

~sunsriap, Major Genaral Winfisld 8, Hancock., {San Fartranft

lattarhock, archives of Gattysburg Collase, Gattyshurs,

_Pannsylvania,} The statement they took from Atzarodt batweren

B and 17 p.m., aimply vanishad, Resesarchers subsaguently
ransscked every possible depository for i1t. ¥Not & trace.

‘But 1t was known that 1t exiasted at one tima.

Ty

oAl N et udel oad l'-“ls‘t-fﬁ
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