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THE WAR OF 1812

(Te His Excellency the Governor of Pennaylv
Bustis, Secretary of War)

I have the honor to aciknowledge your Excellency's
26, -and to communicate the President's [Monre]
youy arranfements,

T heve to request your Excellency to hasten the
March of the thousand Troops reguired through General Dearhorn =
You will pl te: with him and adopt such measures
I I
as he may commanded by the Preasident so far
te vary th Brigade reguired of your Excel=
ency by m T August aa to have them detached
L ¥ b of gust hav d d
and rendeyvous, in such part of the State as will enable them to
join the North-Western army in the State of Chlio as scon as
practicable = 1t will be distinctly underastood by your Excellency
that this forece is required in addition to those for General
Dearborn's Command, and the recent disaster at Detrdit requires
5 4 3 L7 - . L i - i
that they should be marched without delay = 1 shall dispatch an

r

a
1y

of ficer to Pittsburg with a request to the Senior Officer of Militia

in that vicinity, to invite Volunteers
sure an adequate force to operate on tl
arme and suppli

supplied by

and give them ald to en=
12 North Western Troniier =
f every kind as far ap practicable musa$ be

1l

I have the Honor to be Your Bxcellency'!s

Ubediaent Servant

gAr
W. Eustie . /;7,/ I:-:'*ZLJ/%:{

Ir is de that the
Brigsade should consist
of fifteen hundred
infantry




hip captain held prisoner on board privateer Yorktow™ Nov, 1812
Power of attormey )

= = 1 Bimeon Meteslf at present of the city of Hew York Shipmaster
= iha:;gts, I was late master of the Ship Fox, bound on a voyacze
from Philadelphia toc Spain or Portugal, and while on the high

seas, and ir the performsnce of ssid voyage, the ssid Ship Fumxw
Fox, 50 under =y command, was, without any just causme, brougat

to arrest, detained and sent in, by the private mrmed vessel
called the York Town, whereas Thomas W, Story was then and there
master and Commander, and I was unjwstly and unlawfully taken out
of the aaid Ship Fox and put on board the said private armed vessel
and there forcibly kepl and detalned s & priscner for a conaiderable
4ime by which meanm, I lomt the advantagen and emolumenta of the
sald voyage as menber of the sald Ship Fox, and sumtalined thereby
great losses and painm, both of body and mind= Now know ye that

I appoint Nathaniel L. Griswold and George Griswold - fv act as

my attorneys = =







WAR of 1812 - BATTLE of CHIPPEWA

“Queenston Opper Canada July 11th 1814

Dear Sir having a fev moments leisure I would give you a short sketch of the times
since ve crossed the Niagra river on the 3rd of July but the army at this place
used the River their first brigade forming a l1ine near the Fort Erie.The second
was sent round the Fort to meet a party vhich had landed above the Fort The line
being completely formed round the Fort.The Fort was commanded to surrender which
was some about 5 oclock P.M. without any fighting,The amount of prisoners was
about one hundred and forty.The army then moved down the river about twvomiles
where we lay in the grass for the night without being disturbed. On the 4thve took
upup our march down the river,the first brigade a head commanded by Brg Gen Scott
[Winfield] a trifling Skurmiching took place at night ve encamped about two miles
above Chipeway where we remained untill the afternoon of the 5th when we were
attacked Yy the enemy force from Chipeway amouting of about ninteen hundred reg-
ulars, 600 Indians and a fewmilitia.The 18t Brigade under Genl Scott met them and
[maintained] their ground for two hours while the second Brg under Genl Ripley
[E,Wheelock] were indevering to flank them. Our movement was [discoverd]by the
enemy which caused them to retreat with a loss of killed wvounded and missing of
about 614.0ur loss consderable but nothing to that of the Enemy.The next day was
spent in bringing in and buring the dead.The 7th in sendig off the wounded to Buff-
aloe [N.Y] .The Bth the second Brigade was sent up the Chipavay Creex for the purp-
cse of building a bridge to cross and get in rear of their vorks at Chipavay. We
commenced the bridge about two miles above Chipeway Fort which caused a heavy
canonadeing.......- about the time the bridge wvas completed.We were ordered to
march dovn the creek to the Fort that the enemy had retreated about 10 Oct at
night.The troops wvere all crossed the creek except the volunteers & Indians
which encamped on the upper side of the creek the enemy having destroyed the
Eridge,on the 9th ve marched for Queenston expecting to meet with [resistancs] at
Queenston heights but vere disappointed -When we arrived at Queenston hights ve
would have a handsome view of the Enemy about threemiles below marching ....on
their way for Fort George.Qur army encamped on the plains at Queenston where it
yet remains. .We havenot ben disturbed by but T think the next we shall hear from
them will be that they are on their way to Burlington Heights.

I have to announce the deathof........ #.0en John Swift of the volunteers the
loss of this brave man is greatly lamented by all.He was killed by one of the enemy
after surrendering.Genl Swift went with a party to surprise one of the Enemys
pickets which was done and after the surrender he was shot, it is uncertain what
will be..® Here the letter abruptly ends with one page missing.

* “death of the brave Brigadier Genl." Not signed.
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Ephraim F.Gilbert,the vriter of this letter joined the U.S.Army as a lieutenant
of the 23rd infantry April 8,1812.0n June 20,1813 he was promoted to captain and
on September 1,1814 he resigned.Gilbert died November 30,1863.

A portion of an excellent letter describing the battle of Chippeway on the Niagra
frontier July 3rd to the 10th.It describes the surrender of Fort Erie on the 3rd
of July and the battle on the 4th and 5th.Captain Gilbert was with the second
brigade under command of General Ripley. Gilbert also reports the death of Genl.
John Swift of the New Yoek Militia,vho wvas shot by the enemy after they had surr-
endered.He had been a hero in the American Revolution.

The letter vas sent postage "Free" to the postmaster at Oneida,Nev York.







THE WESTERN MAILS
BATTLE OF CHIPPEWA JULY 5,1814

"Camp near Chipaway July 7,1814

Dr.Wharton - Agreeably to the prediction inmy last letter we have had a hard
fought and glorious battle in which we have met the enemy in the open field

with equal numbers & have beaten them by the mere dint of superior skill and
courage - I will give you a sketch of cur operations since we left Buffalce - On
the 2nd night about midnight we marched to Blackrock where we embarked & con-
trary to our expectations landed in Canada without being cbliged to fire a sin-
gle gqun.On the 3rd the artillery were ordered up to storm Fort Erie about 2 miles
above where we landed - Our company being in the advance we precceeded to within
a few hundred yards of the Fort where we halted in the woods waiting for the rest
of the arty. Just as we arrived and were preparing to display out battery - the
fort surrendered - without any condidtions except for the officers private lug-
gage. On the 4th we marched to this place - they attacked our advance several
times but without doing any injury.During the morning of the 5th our pickets
kept up a constant firing - about noon they made a general attack upon our right
commanded by Genl Scot [Winfield Secott] -
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I have made a dirty kind of sketch [See above] which may enable you when you see
the cfficial account to make a draught of your own - upon the first attack from
their artillery,Scott crossed the Bridge & displayed in most elegant style -
Porters [Brig.Genl.Peter B. ,N.Y.militia] volunteers - the indians,& riffle-
men advanced through the woods in our front - the British indians & Can[adian]
militia met them at that point - Richie's[John,Capt.corps of artillery.Killed
July 25,1814 in battle of Niagara Falls] compy of arty were ordred into the left
of Scott's Brig.Towson[Nathan,Capt.,later Maj. genl. Captured enemy's Brig
CALEDONIA under the guns of Fort Erie.Died July 20,1854] advanced on the right
- I was also ordered to the right withmy piece - after a firing of upwards of an
hour - principally between the artillery on each side and the indians - the
British advanced and displayed on the plain - the hottest of the battle then
took place - both lines kept up a tremendous fire while each was enfiladed by
the artillery of the other - their artillery was 6 pounders 18's & 24's - Towson
and Richies were 6's nine 12 - at length the British line charged. Scott also
charged at the same moment - (I believe by the bye that Scott charged first)over
the ravine which was crossed without breaking his line - at this moment as you
will ebserve by the elegant map on the other side Towson advanced nearly on to
the left of the British and enfiladed them with canister shot which broke their
line & they retreated and rallied about 200 paces on the rear - they were again
broken in the same manner - we pursued them for 3 miles & drove them into Fort
Chippaway the fire from which forced us to return - just as we arrived sight of




Folded letter was
written on the
battlefield two
days after the
action,by Capt.
James Hall -
July 7th.It was
placed in the
mails at Buffalo,
as per postmark
on July 8th.and
rated 20 cents.

this place my piece vas dismantled and I wvas forced to return - I was the more
mortified as I was foremost in the pursuit - Towsons men being exhausted by a
constant firing of 6 or 7 hours - he had fired 120 rounds from 2 6 pounders
besides shells & canister from his howitzer - T did not get into action until
after the British line vas formed & my men were fresh and eager for action - the
British retreated slowly and in good order keeping up a heavy fire from their
artillery - Those who know better than myself say that this has been the most
beautiful fight we have yet had in this var - the number engaged were about
egual - we fought on an open smooth plain - each party having the same kind of
ground & equal advantages in every way - We beat them! by hard fighting - noth-
ing can surpass the bravery by Scott & by his Brigade - after the order to cease
firing & charge not a man fired but advanced in a perfect line under a heavy fire
- The Britishartillery fired very well - but vere exceeded by Towson vho bore
the brunt of the whole battle & in short from sunrise to sunset was in constant
& dangerous action - no other man deserves as much praise [as] his subaltterns
- Campbell [Col.John B.wha was wounded in the battle on the 5th and died August
28,1814] & Schanack? were as brave & active as men could be.

I wish I could tear off the.blackguard scrawl I put on the other side without
having to write over my letter - you will excuse it when I tell you that I am 1y-
ing on the bare ground with my hat for a writing desk - that my pen is so short 1
can hardly grasp it - our camp equipage has not come up - I have slept at night
with boots,spurs & sword on - nor has my horse been unsaddled since Buffaloe - I
have the separate command of our gun -

Genl Brown [Jacob, later commander in chief of the army 1815-1828.Received the
thanks of congress and a gold medal for gallantry at Chippaway,Niagara & Erie.
Died in office Feb.24,1828) is very popular in the army - there is no doubt that
he is brave,active,& prudent - as to his talents &mil[itary] knowledge there
has been no opportunity of judging - Scott is loved & respected by every man in
the army - he has the knack of infusing ardour & confidence,& I believe that if
he were to tell them that Hell could be taken by storm they almost believe him.
The Ripley[Eleazer Wheelock,Brig.Genl.,also given thanks of congress and
gold medal for gallantry at Chippaway.Resigned Feb.1,1820 and died March 2,
1839 ] Brigade was not in action - our loss in killed and wounded must be about



THE WESTERN MAILS

BATTLE OF CHIPPEWA 1814

300 - theirs far exceeded ours - 4
British captains are taken - one
field officer,one Capt.& one Lieut.
found dead on the field - they have
probably carried off others - the
Lieut I saw as ] was returning with
my piece - he was shot thru the leg
witha 6 Pr - his servant vho vas sit-
ing by him begged my assistance - He
told me it was necessary as he would
soon die - I brought my men to carry
him - he asked for a drink of water
which I gave him & he immediately
died - I have no more time - we sho-
uld have another fight this after
noon. J.H. [James Hall ].*"
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BATTLE OF LUNDY'S LANE
JULY 24,1814

NOTE: James Hall vas a 2nd Lieut.in the
artillery.He resigned June 30,1818.

SEE below for his letter written 3 days
after the battle of Lundy's Lane which
is also known as the battle of Niagara ¢ T
Falls.SEE map for the two battles.
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To T.J.Wharton,Philadelphia:
"Buffaloe July 27,1814
Dear Wharton: You will be surprised to
receive a letter from me dated at this
place and I am almost ashamed to tell
you that after having fought a most san-
quinary battle & obtained a glorious
victory cur army made a disorderly and
shameful retreat to Erie.The particu-
lars are nearly as follows - Genl.Brown
having recd. information that the enemy were advancing towards Chippawa and pro-
bably intended to attack us in the night - Genl Scott was ordered out with his Brig-
ade to bring them into action - (it is supposed then that they had but a very incon-
siderable force) - Scot met them about 3 miles from Chippawa,they were however too
many for him and the remainder of the army was ordered up. The enemy on the other
hand were reinforced from Queenston and the action became general about sunset -
after an action of 5 hours we drove them from the field having taken all their art-
tillery and Genl. Riol [British Maj. Genl.Phineas Riall] Commander of his B.M.
[Britannic Majesty ] forces in U.C. [Upper Canada ] etc & about 20 other officers -
Col. Miller [James,to Brig.Genl. July 25,1814 and given thanks of congress Nov.
3,1814 and a gold medal for gallantry at Chippewa,Ft.Erie and Lundy's Lane.He
resigned June 1,1819 and died July 7,1851] of the 21st charged their artillery in
a most gallant style - Genl Brown was wounded and unfortunately for Gen.Scot also,
as the command devolved upon Genl.Ripley. Brigadier General Ripley after
our army had fought the most bloody battle perhaps that this country has seen -
after having driven the enemy from the field & captured their Commanding Of ficer
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and all theirartillery - after having in short covered themselves with Glory at
the expense of the blood of an immense number of brave men - Brig.Genl Ripley left
the field - left the artillery which wvas taken & 2 of our pieces and retreated to
Erie ! Had Scot been there we would have slept on the field,and w'd have brought
off all we had taken and have pursued them in good order the next day. The artillery
taken consisted of one elegant Brass 24 Pr - 3 or 4 brass 55 inch Howitzers & 6or 7
Brass 12's & 6's all beautiful pieces and w'h [would] if taken of f would have been
the greatest trophy we ¢'d [could ] have cbtained - No men could have displayed a
more determined bravery than ours - They vere opposed to some of the best troops in
the English army - the enemy had their artillery put to the greatest advantage
while ours could only act at intervals - the firing was almost without intermiss-
ion during the whole action - we had 6 or 700 killed and wounded & a great many miss-
ing - Several Regts which crossed over with 3 or 400 men cannot parade men enough
for one company - I saw an of ficer who was the only remaining man of his company,
every other officer & soldier being killed or missing. Our army seems dstined to
disgrace - and yet the materials of which it is composed are the finest in the world.
I had been unwell for several days since that fatigue,exposure & vexation
have knocked me up - and I have been cbliged to put myself in purgatory at this
place - «.vssssed.Hio.o..I forgotto mention that Capt.Biddle [Thomas Jr.,killed in
a duel August 29,1831 ] was fortunate enough to bring of f one of the enemy's Brass
6 Prs.which we still have - two balls grazed him so as [to] bruize without breaking
the skin leaving honorable marks in his coat - his horse was vounded - Capt Richie
of the artillery was killed & several officers wounded - I have not seen an of ficer
except myself & one or two others who were not either wounded or had balls thro
some part of their clothes - 1 was not destined to obtain celebrity of a wound - 1

lost my horse.
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CAPTURE SIEZURE OF THE AMERICAN MERCHANT VESSEL PICKERING 1812

Pory Tioting o § Glizertr—

The American Merchant Brig PICKERING was seized by the Brirish frigate
BELVIDERE on July 1,1812 - only twelve day after the .U.S. declared

war on Great Britain.The PICKERING of two hundred and fifty tons,Elias
Davis captain,vas taken while on her way home from Gibralter.After remov-
her crew,except captain Davis and his son,vho was first mate,the British
captain placed her in charge of a prize-crew,and ordered the brig tosail
to Halifax,Nova Scotia.Captain Davis,with his son,recaptured the ship and
brought her safely to Gloucester.

The list of the crew of the PICKERING,on opposite page,was issued under
date of March 5,1812.0n the return of the brig,after her capture and
escape.the Inspector of the Port of Gloucester,added his note on the
afair under date of July 7,18l2. See below.
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~ The London Gazette.

? Publihed by Autharity,

From Saturdap, April 17, to Cuesdap, April 20, 1813.

snf woistcoats, dull.
wnords and buckles, :
And on Sunday the 9th of May next, 1he Court
W 5o out of mourmmng,

e iig- Stroct :
S Ammml. oF which the Flluwing 5 =9 |
LB gxtract, has been received at this Office, ad-
dressed to Eari Bathurst by Licutenant-Graeral Sie

dispatchies, adiressed 0. his Excallency the
Marquess of Wellugton, by which yaur Lopdehi

—

‘army, and of the difcrent inding aiaips which we
bave bad with the enemy. .
h——

Extract of o Laiter from Lientenan:- Gineral 8= J-
Mzvay & Loed Wallingion, deted Alicomse;
¥ HAD the hosowr, in my ldtter of the Mih
the command of the diveion of the Mrdoerranean
trmy serving on the cattors oot of Spain, s

Since wy lettrr of the 26th February, nothing
_of importanes s ocesrred. o
" O the 34 inumst, whe recvonoittieg the po--
sition of Alcoy, it hecame becessary to drire in the
sivanced posts. The ecemy lost in the sction, a8
T have been informed, owe oficer kifled, sud aboot’
twenty men killed snd wonaded.

The pomenion of Alroy appesred tn me of im-
portznce: and baving kel o very sceusate view' of
the position, I thougbe it posible, i curying the
place, to out of the corps statluded there. ' With
this inteation, on the fth mtae, L directad the
parch of 3 purt of the wwron Aloow, ambioate
tacked that post om the moming of the 7eh; bat

=pe irat o quastes of
wn hops befosg, mot . man,could have you of. The
advanced guand of tie, cologn destined to attack
the, cuemy in front drove him abaut six or seven
wiles, whep, Lfoand the saldiers so much futigund,
that even bad 1 wished, I could have pressed thom
to fusther. The cowngry over which the encmy
retired was extreguely favourable for him, and gees

if

will be fully apprived of the present sltuation of this

talnly might bave been much better fefended.
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He was on thiv account enabled to dispose of his Before T conclude this lgtter T beg to #dd, that,
billes! and wosnded, and § enomot-state bis loss | gince I have-been~in=oo-operation with General
That on the part of the allled army is Incomider- | Elio, Jhave found bis Excellency most auvxivus to 1
sble. 1 kave much sathfsction in mequainting yonr | forwatd every object 1 bave iu view : it s iwpos. . .p
Lordilip, thar trifling mx thesg affaics have proved, | sible too highly to extol kis zeal, or the readineis !
they are sufficient Lo give me grent canfidence in the | with which he meets my wishes. -
troopy which were gogaged ; and it is with pecsliar ;
pleavure | have noticed the state of Major-General
Whittinghat's divislon of the Spanhh srmy,

Estroct of o Lotter from Licateaont-General Sir J. | g by Licutonsnt Chads, late First Licutesent
Murray to Generel thé Morgwets ‘of Wellisgton, | of Hfis Maesty's Ship Jeze.

(dated Castolle, Margh 23, 1813, Laifed Steter’ Frignie Constitation,
IN my dispatch of the 10th imstant, 1 had the P

booowr 1o inform gour Lonhbip, tiat I bed found H,_._."

1 expedient to drive the encmy from Alcoy, snd to | Admiralty, that Hi Majesty's ship Java is no moee,

casnpy toon gl with s sbveng dieisiinof the allied | SRE¢ ssisiolng - =u.sction om the SRS bwiont, Bt

s tiom, ._ti._lmnl the s and ult
" | destruction of Majesty's . Captain
-lil.rm._.n_nil..ﬂﬂ.rhmﬂr.a bert being dangerously wosnded i nr-r..ﬁr_u of
gqaitted Valencia, and has'sssumod the command, in | ¢he srtion, the melancholy task of writing the de-
: lfﬁ%&?i% b
: = - i . ot eight
e mni-._“n.rr-ﬂ wn 1o this division A ML off 5¢. Selvador (couss of Bruzil), the wind
f bis sruy mearly all the disposealile force which | o N_E. we perceived 2 strange mil ; made all il
be bas in the peighbodilicod GF Valhei — [.ﬂjlﬂirﬂﬂwgwf
& . | gste; at noomn prepused acTian chmce not
Finding that the enemy was concentrating. his Ewnﬂninjﬂﬁi.ig towarde.

force, | sssembled the allied aroy ot Castalls on | os nnder easy sail ; when

the 20th. ?iﬂiﬂgiiils.ii . tached mod

S alied sy, Marshel Seqhat T reinforeed s [ ooie Sl semy spsn the wind. _Wie svon found

wght, and bas pow a strong force ot Ooteniente, | o ican co.

Mogente, and Fuente del Higuers. Sioee | had last | loars ; sbe then bore about three points 08 our les

the honour of sddressing your Lasduhip, there have rul_. hu-wuuullh“n

been severnd trifliog afairs with theenemy. General | per . , when

Whittingham bas forced him 1o retire beyond the | mile distant, she opened her fire, giving m ber lar-

Puerto de Albuya, with a very cousiderable foss, | D8R broadside, which was wot_returmed Gl we

I this aifair, which Genersl Whittingham con- | mnorvred to obtain sdvantagesas

ducted with great judgmeut, and in which the ii%il&ﬂ"ﬂgn

RSty

th
i

bebaved with and | l#gh to “disshle cur , in

l&i.r”%&nill.gnllhluﬂ too well, baring shot away the head of our bow

d wounded, 88 ®ET | one with the jib:boom, and onr nmning dgging
sn officer and seven men. s0 ouch cut 23 to preveut our preserving the wea-

ther g=ge
In & recommoltring party on the wme day, con- ....hm-mm » miuntes b fading th

daeted by Major-Genersl Donkin, Captaio Jacks, | raki m-.nu._- S rlu ..“ : senyy
wnd the forcign troop of light cavulry, Capral .ﬂﬂﬁl—lri m_mu.-m”nu bourd, (o which wes—_

X m 1o g

Waldron, and the greandiens of the 3d 27th, snd erapusmi suceesded, s ons ore- et hewy
Licutennnt M'Doogalt, of the Adjutant-Geneeal's | iprit passing his raffrall ; shortly sfter this the
Department, had an oppportunity of making o |MEIntop-mast welt, leaving the ship totally usme.

spirited attoek on an eneiy's post, which was ede- | P00 Y lﬁ”ﬁﬂﬂﬂn ﬂh“uﬂﬂwﬂwﬂmgnﬂ“- L

rhed in the presenee of a batmlion drown up asspee- | At half past three ot gallant Captain received a

tators, dangerots wornd in-the breast, and war carried

f below ; from this time we could nut fre more thiu
We suffered po lons on this ecensfom, but killed |ty or three guns until « quarter past four, wh

oy
somme of the enemy, prd took a few prisoncrs, our mizéa-mast wes shot away ; the ship then fell off
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oy
pow went in the alings, both cn-
ced in this manner till tirty-five minutes past
Eur. we frequently an fire iu consequence of the
wreck lying on-the slde engafed rmut
pow mede aail a-head oot ol ptu -abot,
:ﬂmﬁ wn bour repairing bis damuges
wreck, with uu]y the “
left, lHMﬁtﬂm::‘;ﬁ Every mtbt was mmde
us during this jut to place L m nllﬂc
:?:-enuw the setion.  We succeeded In ing the
“Edﬂm'7uu from ont gut:"tl mﬂu&;
the af the fore-mant .
-w::'.r:ﬂ' of the msin.yard i uloft,
the main-tack war got ferwanl in the of
gruting the ship befors the wind, our helm
still perfect ; the effort unfurtunately proved fa-
cectusl, fromthe main-mast falling over the side,
from the heavy raliing of the ship, which nearly
covered the whole of our sturboard guns, We still
waited the attsck of l.hemuny be now standing

untinﬂliurﬂu: i on his coming nearly
withia bail of us, Proes e GG VT Per-
ceiving be intendtd a position l-hﬂd-’h‘uh
unllﬂl.l--hhﬂl oart.l:
ashot ; | then consulted the

with wyself that our having : grul our
crew Willed mdwmdﬂ,whmrlmrllhnﬁ
jﬂuﬁﬂmw‘%

maining, -H !h:
-i]l thi-t Iunt h-lvﬂ'f Hislf--
jesty's ship; under thew circumstances, howeser
reluctently, st fifty minutes past five, our colours
were lowered 'from the stump of the mizen-mast,
nnd we were tehen possession of, & little after six,
by the American [rigate Constitution, commaned
by Commmeodore » who, henodisiely after
ascertaining the state nfﬂt;hg resulved ou bars-
ing ber, which wr bed the saiifaction of weeing
dope us seon sy the wounded were removed, An-
neaed §send you o'return of the Rilled wnd wounded,
and it is with pain I perceive it so sumerows ; alo
. statement af the camparative force of tim two
when 1 hope their Lordships will aot think
m- Mritisk tarpisked, al swrcess bss not
sitended wa.  Ji woald be preampizous i me o
spesh of Captain Lambert's merits, who, theurh
siill in deuger from bis wound, we rGll entertain
the greatest hopes of HE DEINE restored to the se-
vice unil bis country,

Ei

e gollasidly oF
ol F & to
menton ﬁﬂ:hl: . 1 can never tan
sty of the cxertions of Lieutenants Hevring-
E.:ldlnduhu and alwo 3. Robimwou, Misger,
whio oas severely wounded, and qumu Marrer
and Davie, of the roynl warines, the latter of whom
alko was ::uuly woundel,  Te Captain Jobn
Hnﬂhﬂ R. N. who was a puu-nger. 1 am par-
for his exertiony and navice
&msp-lh-niw. To Lieutenant Apliv, whe
was oa the maio derk, snd Lirutenant Samnders,
wis comammdol en e fuoretls, l.-hnm-.-g

=

g to feelings to nutiee
o Hﬂﬁn e

LJQ:‘su;uu'h pod o , “-:..u.'-'
ju due for ther unwesried care of
the wounded.  Lieutenant- , Mujos

Lieutznant, snd forty-six wen woundedy,
four of whom are since dead.

Foree of the Two Ships.

JAVA

:l ?: Mlulrw:i-du. ﬁ- -m..EaE;. '_

© 46 o,
" Weight of metal, 3415,
Ship's company and superoumeraries, 377,
CONETITUTION.

22 2
lc-w_h-,!htqu--pnuh

.’A.'o guos.
Weight of metal, 1480,
480,

Wy

A List of Killed and Wemnded Mapestz ,ﬁ’,.
J-l?fuﬂhmm@ 4
Comatitution, -&M#D—hm

i S
Charles Jones, mate, Be

Wil igpe, ditto,

William

Eiu-mi Keele, ditto.

\’-‘Ll.l-n Hichans, Quaster

Jamwes Fagan, -ﬁlm

Jusmes Langford, landman:
Chacles Samuel, nble
William lesdman,
Williem W , caplain of the efler-guasd







THE WAR OF 1812 AS REORTED FROM THE HOME FRONT .

No 6 Bold[?] fellow of the North I begin this No.November 12th 1812 -
Yesterday morning we had news that red Coats had crossed - taken
Ogdensburgh - all the men Artillery and stores and went back - it wvas a
light weight [fight ] on my scales. this morning it is run out & has no
believers.This it is reported that an express has gone the Cherry Valley
Turnpike which carries news that our men Crossed from Buffaloe & taken
Fort Erie & we have lost 1200 men - the enemy 2500 - its extravegant - it
may be they have taken the fort & lost some men as well as the enimey -
Adjutant Jones for vhom I mentioned in a former No [letter] from Virginia
has returned home to gain his health - he told me that Genl Smyth [Alex-
ander 1808/13 -died 1830] would cross the last of last week or the begin-
ing of this which renders it in part probable. I saw Efy Carrington this
morning from Alabama - he saw 600 regular troops near fall hill - Genl
Dearborn[Henry] at their head for Sackets Harbor.Maj Young has taken a
party of british at 5t Regis consisting of 4 killed - 4 none hurt. Our
Sloop WASP of 16 guns fell in with the [British] Frolick a sloop of 20
guns - the Wasp dismasted Frolick killed & wounded between 50 & 60 and took
her & was making for port but a 74 [British] bull dog took them both and
sent them to Bermuda - [See note below] Capt.Jones [Jacob Midshipman 1799,
Capt.1813.died Aug.3,1B850] commanded the Wasp he had but 5 killed after an
engagement of 42 minutes - Qur papers speak of the increase of Republican-
ism to the southward.I expect Ensign Hale to carry this letter but if not
the Mail will.Ensign Hale has gained his health nearly expects to march
soon and will carry socks & Mittens & some letters.[Jones then continues
vith personal matters with but a few notes about the war]..."Genl Dearborn
[Henry ] went to Platsburgh - Merchants from N.York say there was never
half so many goods there before.I am told the President[Madison] in his
speach says the revenue the year past is sixteen & half Million of dollars
considerablely more than pays the expence - his speach is said to be a mast-
erly piece.It is calculated that as the minds are now Madison [James] will
be president by two [terms,he beat DeWitt Clinton for the 2nd term] but
before this will take place the federalist will Join the Clintonian party
& Dewitt Clinton will have it.......s Saturday l4th Nov Massachusetts
senate has at last in a address to Cov.Strong confess'd the war with Briton
to be just & that treties were in vain to procure a redress of grievousness
& that their imploying Indians abominable - it was an unconstitutional act
they oppossed. The wheels of a republic are so many that it is hard to get
themall in motion,if there is not much done this Campaign I trust there

will be the next. Bonapart [Napoleon] has beaten the Russians killed and
took 40,000 in a battle ...... . +We Conclude your ever afctionate Parents”.

et A RAR B AR R R R R ("}//{f". !r? /,.-‘-')‘!.r'f

WASP wvas a 450 ton U.S.Sloop-of-War,mounting sixteen 32 pound carronades,with

a full crev of 135 men.,commanded by Captain Jacob Jones.FROLIC was a British
Sloop-of-War,also mounting sixteen 32 pounders,with a crew of 108 men commanded
by Captain Thomas Whinyates.The engagement took place on October 18,1812, last-
ing less than an hour,with both vessels badly damaged,but the FROLIC struck her
colors and surrenderd with a loss of about 90 killed or vounded.Shortly after a
British ship-of-wvar POICTIERS,of 74 guns, commanded by Captain John P.Beresford
showed up and capturecboth vessels.They were taken to Bermuda,vhere the American
prisoners were exchanged.The WASP was kept as a prize of war,reoutfitted and re-
named,by the British navy.

In the letter Jones says he has nothing more until "I return with themail from
Clifton",Monroe county in western New York?? Also interesting note that "the
revenue the year past is sixteen & half Million of dollars considerablely more
than pays the expence"! The letter was "carried by "Ensign Hale" as noted.
BONAPART was the main reason that Great Britain lost the war - they did not have
enough man power and money to wage a full-scale war on two continents at the
same time.



Warrant anf receipt for prize money, Fort George, Oct.19,1813
(1) FPort georgr, 19 Oct. 1813
.~ Cant, Phelpa Asst., D Q. Master Gen. will pay the aaid Jacob Dockatad.
ten dollars & prigze money from him
Geo. M'Clure, Br, Gen. Commanding
( Note: Gen, M'Clure left in command of Fort George Oct.13,1813,
Loseing Pape £31)
(2) Rec'd of E,.L,Phelpe Asst. D.Q.M.Gen. ten dollars by order of Cen.
@.M*Clure 1t being prize money for the Indizns

Fort George, Oct,19,1813 Jaccd (his X ) Dockatad

( Kote: On Dec.10 M¥Clure abandoned Fort George & retreats to Fort
Nisgara., On Dec,18 Gen. M'Clure resigned his command, Lossing, Page £335 )
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THE WESTERN MAILLS

PR :;T(_{:‘, 4
-’ﬁ't'-__ /s Tt _'iy_-/”..-
3

-
b

4
prd

! CEL L _f e CrTg G prmpreeas eslyn
; ;

i .-(J‘,-E"L-A'i s
V. s
——

S
s

L

—
of

i

A
"y .ﬁf"u‘”‘

Folded letter to Joshua Hatheway,Postmaster at Rome,New York.It
is endorsed "Brigadier General Commanding/the Northern Army Sackets
Harbor®.It may have passed through the mails FREE because of the
endorsement or by military express.

ATTACK ON SACKETT'S HARBOR 1813

On May 28Bth a British squadron appeared off Sackett's Harbor. It consistead
WOLFE;of 24 guns,ROYAL GEORGE,24; EARL of MOIRA,1l8;schooners PRINCE REGENT.
SIMCOE and SENECA.The squadron was in command of Sir James Lucas Yeo,under
the direction of Sir George Prevost,Governor General of Canada.The followlng
letter by General Jacob Brown describes the action that followed.He was made
Commander in Chief of the Army on June 15,1815 until his deatn on February
24,1828,when he was succeeded by Winfield Scott.

"Sackets Harbor 29th [Mayl1813 ]
Dr Sir I received an order some days since from Genl Dearnorn to take comm-
and at this Post - Comd [Commodore ] Chauncey is up the ake [Lake Ontario ] - We
were this morning attacked as day dawned by Sir George Prevost in person whoo
made good his landing with at least a thousand picked men - Sir James Yeo comman-
ded the fleet . After a tolerably well fought action generally and most admirably
as it bore upon some corps - We are completely victorious. Sir George took to his
fleet after loosing some distinguished officers and of course some gallant men.
Our loss is very severe as to the quality of those who have fallen.The enemy left
many of their wounded on the Field - but I have no doubt carryed of f many more - We
shall probably be again attacked as Sir George must feel very sore. All I can say
is ,whatever may be the result we will not be disgraced. Jac Brown"
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THE WESTERN MAILS
LAKE CHAMPLAIN AND PLATTSBURG 1814.

The Battle of Plattsburg Bay,on Lake Champlain,was two battles fought on
the same day - September 11,1814 - one naval and the other on land. SEE
map above. Although one of the very smallest actions of the war ,it was
one of the most decisive.Official reports give the British land forces at
14,000 and the U.S. 4,700. With the defeat of the British fleet,General

Prevost pulled out with his army.
giving the Americans a complete
victory.Sir James Yeo charged Genl.
Prevaost with the British loss
because he had ordered the naval
action before the ships were in
position and full force.Back in
England Prevost demanded a court-
martial, but died,vorn ocut by
worry and humiliation,on January
5.1815. At thé time of the Platts-
burg Bay battles the British forces
were being defeated at Baltimore
and peace negotiations were taking
place at Ghent,Belgian. Both British
losses influenced the treaty.

e (g Ea «f_.«’:‘-*/y
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Folded letter postmarked at "Georgia [vt.] Sept 17 [1814]".
Rated "Free"™ to Joshua Hatheway,postmaster, Rome, New York.

~Swanton [Vt.] Sept.14 1814

Dear Sir I have not a head large enough to express our joy in this country.
The Lord has been on our side in giving us a complete victory over the British
both by land and water on Lake Champlain.To their disgrace they have surrend-
ered their whole force on the water vhich vas superior to ours in numbers -
Their land forces were said to consist of twelve or fifteen thousand regulars.
Ours was not to exceed fifteen hundred which was employed in the fort at Platts-
burg - There were twelve hundred Yorkmilitia,but in the Vermont Volunteers
was more in numbers than my pen can express - for from Swanton to Bennington was
one complete line of troops with the green bough in their hats but there was no
more than two thousand engaged before Prevost [Genl.Sir George ] with his royal
host left his tents standing and his pickets out in numbers when seven hundred
which surrendered to our arms with a large number of killed and a large quanity
of provisions and ammunitions. Simon J. Howe and myself - four of Uncle Brushes
sons and Abraham Hatheway were in the action and have all returned home in high
spirits. There was but one man killed who wore the green bough. The volunteers
have the highest praise from General M.Coomb [Alexander Macomb] who was first
in command - The British said that behind every tree was a Yankee firing at them
and every log was a solid colum and every Yankee an officer and every officer a
soldier - I forgot to state that the British Commodore Downey [Captain George
Downie,in command of the British fleet] was killed in the early part of the
action [In the first fifteen minutes of the naval hattle,a cannon ball knocked
a British gun from its carriage into Downie,instantly killing him]....

The above action was on the eleventh instant....Levi Hatheway Jr..."



THE WESTERN MAILS

BATTLE OF CHIPPEWA JULY 5.1814

“Dear Sir Buffalo July 10th 1B14

I just drop a few words to you relating to our arms,our Army under
command of Major Gen.Brown [Jacob ] Brig.Gen.[Winfield ] Scott & [Eleazer
W.] Ripley..Crossed the Niagara [river] on the eve ofthe 2nd and on the third
Fort Erie was surrendered without opposition in which were about 150 men.On
the next day our Army passed down the Niagara [and ] met with some little
opposition at Black Creek about 12 miles down river but the British retired
to Chippeway where they had a strong and well fortified position.On the 5th
Inst.they marched out of Chippewvayand met our Army about two miles and a half
above,where Gen.Scotts Brigade, the Seneca Indians,and Pennsylvania Volun-
teers engaged them and after a severe engagement of near twvo hours the British
were obliged to retire leaving as report says three hundred dead and wvounded
on the field. Our loss inkilled is stated at 71,vounded 150, many severely.
All the wounded capable of being removed have been conveyed to this place and
it is a shocking sight to behold.Some with one leg,some with one arm,many shot
through the body.Arms,legs and in fact every part of body mangled.One was
tomahawked in five places through the scull was brought here alive. Likewise
three that vere scalped,all save one of vhich have since died.The British
have since evacuated Chippevay,our Army in pursuit &c .The groans of the
wounded and dying are constantly sounding in our ears.We have an Officer in
our house which was shot through the body which we expect will not survive
many days......I write this in great haste knowing you would be anxious to
hear from this frontier...... H.Callender."™
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Folded letter addressed to Levi Callender,Greenville,Co.
Greene/S.N.York. Postmarked "Buffalo NY/July 11[1814 ]
and rated "17" cents.
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{WIRTEL for the Exchange of PRISONER
and the UNITED ST

r g VE provisisaal agrecmetl fov the exchangze of naval prisogers of war, made and concluded

ut Malifax, in the proviace of Nova Seotia, on the 25th day of November, 1512—Ye(ween the
ilonoruble Ncmann Jory Usiacks, His Britunnie Mujesty’s Attorney and Advoenie Genersl
far the provinee of Nova Seotin, and Winsias Miss, Esq. Licatenant in the Royal Navy, and
Agent for Prisoners of Warat Halifux, nod Jous  Mrreneiy, lsq. late Consul of the United
Siates ot §i. Jago de Cuba, Amevienn agont for prisouers of war at Hanlilax, huviog been trans-
snittod to the Dopariment of State of the United Stutes for approval, and JOIIN MASON, Eay.
Commissary General for prisoners for the Usrran Seares, having heen duly authorised to moet
THOMAS DARCLAY, Esg his Britannie Myjesty's ngent for Prisoners of waroand for eavrying
on on exelpige of prisoners. for the purpase of considoring and vovisiog the said provisional agree-
mient 3 and the les of the snid emenl having beea by themponsi and dimunjl..“';l.
thias bhten agreed brihe said TH Al and JULIN ;

cation of both their governments, thut the said w&urﬁdoml agresment shall be sv altered ni. 12

revised as (o stamd expressed ia the fullowing w

Article 1st. The Prisozers takea ut sci. or on liad. on hoth sides, shall be treated with hona.-
nity, confurmatle to the asags and practice ol the most civilized nuticos during war ; and such
prisoners shall withuat delay, and as speedily as circumstanees will adwit, be cxehanged on (he
i'u-!hn‘mgtrml:ﬂ eonditisns, Thal s fo say : An Adwiru] or a Geacra! cammanding in olisf
siall be exehanged for affizers of raak, or for sixly men each ¢ a viee Admiral. or a Lice-
tenant Gieneral. for officers ef equal rank. or fur foriy men each ; u Rear sdmirsl, wvra Major
Gieneral, for officers of efual rank, or fer thirty men each : a Commodore with 2 broad peadast,
nnd a captain wider him, or a Brigadier Genernl, for officers ofequul rank. or for twoaty men
cach ; a eaptain of a lize of battle ship, or a Coloncl, for officers of crjaa! rank, or for fftees men
each ; n eaptain of a frigate, or Licutenant Colouel, for oficers of equal rank, or fortea men
ench ; Commanders of of war, bamb keiches, fire ships and packets, or s Major, forafli-
cers of equal rank, or for cight wen each ; Licutenants or masters in tie navy, or captains in
the army, for officcrs of equal rank, or for six moa each ; master’s-mates, or leutenants in the
army, for officers of equal rank, or for four men each; midshipmen, warrant offiecrs, mustors
of merehnnt vessels, nnd eaptains of private armed vessels or sob-licotenunss and ensigns, o
officers of equnl rank, or for thive men eash ; lieatenants and mates of priveie armed vessels,
mates of mevehant vessels, and all petty officers of ships of war, we wll non-eammissioned
oflicers ol the army, for officers of oqual 1ok, or for two wen ench § scamen and private soliliors
one fur the other.

Second.—All non-rombaiants, thut is to say, surzeons and surgeons males, pursers, secrela-
vies, ehuplaing and schoslmasters, belonging to tho aemy or men of war ; surgeons npd surgron’s
mates of werelant vessels, or rﬂﬂlm passengers, and all other men who are not engaged in
the naval or military serviee of the enemy, not g sea-furing persons ; all women and girls,
sand uhh droy=s wgel o twelve Fears ui?r “.L:ul} ia:;:: ul't!lf.‘.:'::'ll du:fg};m ar :!' Ihu:.':
er deseri exciept from captare Ly usage pract st cly malions, w
at \mr—il‘ talien. shall be immedintely relensed without exehange, and shall take their
ture ut their own chage, 2grecably to passports to be ed them—aor otherwise shall be pot
o hoard the nest cartel wlich sails—persoas found oo recaptured ships, whatever dina.
tiun they may bave beld ia the captuciag ship—stall rot be comsid=reil ne nos-cambatants. Non-
combiztants pre ol 1o be imprisoncd execpt for improger conduet. amd if poer or anprovided wilh
racans 1o suppert themselves, the govornment ol cach natios will allow them o reasanable sub-
sistenne, haviag respoet to their rank and situaticn in fife—

Third.— American prisoners taken and brovght within any of the demiaions of Lis Dritanuie

jesty, shall be stationed for exchange at Halifax in Nova Seoti, Quebes, Bridge-town in Bar-
m. Kingston in Junaice, Falmouth amd Liv in Englund, usd at eo other ports or places,
and British prisoncis taken and brought into the U, States, shall he stationed at Salem in Massa-
v husetts—Sehenecteday in the state of New-York—Providezee in Rhode-Island —Wilmingten in
Delawaro—Anaapolis in Maryluml—Savunnah in Geargin—New-Orleans in Loalsinan, wl at
no cther ports or places in the Unitesd Stutos.~"The government of Great Britain will rescive
and protect nn agent to be uppoiated by the government of the United States, to roside at
or near each of the before mentloned plaees in the British domintens, for the purpose
of inspeeting the menagement anid care which is talien of the American prissners of war
ut ench station; nud the government of the United Siates will iu like wanner receive anl
protest nn agent {o be vinted by the British government, to resiile ot or pear each of the
stations before mentioned, within the dominions of the United Biates, for the like p ol
imspeetiag the managoment znd care taken ol the British prisoners of war pt each of sta.
tious 3 and each government shall be at liberty to appaint an agent fo reside sl or near
Aunai sstuldistied for prisoncrs by the other aatios, for the purpese of takiag eare and fnspecting
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8§ of WHR, between GREAT BRIT.ALN,
TES of AMERI(.A.

reasonable time, not execeding tea days.  They are to be Durnished by the goverument in whose
possession may be. with u subsistenee of sound and wholesome provisions, consisting of one
pound of beel, or 12 vances of pork ; one pound of whesten breadl, and a guarier of n pint of
Pease, or six eunees of vice, or a pound of potstecs, per day. to cach mon ; =nd of salt and vize-
gar in the preporiion of two guarts of salt, and four quarts of vinegar, to every bundred days =l
sislener. U7 the ratios n.h:.l] vonaist of sueh other meats and vegetables (oot changing the pro-
portion of meat to the vegriables, and the qeantity of bread, salt aml visegar zlvays remaining
the same) 2 may (rom time (o time be ugreed on, of the several stations, by the respectise
of the two guvernments, &y of vqual nutriment with the ration first deseifbed—Both go-
vermments shall be at liberty, by means of their respeetive ﬁrﬂn o supply iheir prisoters with
clothing, auwd such other small allow %, ns may the deenied ressonable, and to inspest ar =l
fimpe the qrahiy and quantity of v teace provided for (e prisgners of their nations Fespeetive-
ty, ax stipluted in (his avtivle,
Eighth—Exery faeility thall be given as fur as eircumstances will permit, 1o the exehange of
ers ¢ and they shall be seleeted for exelnnge ureording (o the seale bereby estallishied o
il sides, by the respeetive agents of the eountry (o which they may belong, withunt any interley -
enco whatever of the govornment in whose possession they may be 3 and iF any prisoner is ket
{ zk. when kis exelange shali be applied for, geod amd suflicient eanse shall be assizned for sueh
= ruiben
Nialh.—Te enrry on a regulag exehange of prisoncrs between the twe eoantrics, four vessels
shall be emploxcd, 1we of which shall be provided hy the BDritish government, and twe by the
government of the U, States ; and the two vessels of each government shall be as near o possible of
the burthen of fve hunlred tons together, and peither of them less than two handred tons ; aml
shall be manned, vietualled, and provided with every neecssary and ronvenienee for the safe tmns.
ion of prisvgers ; the expence of the two British vessels is to be delfrayed by the British po-
verument and of the two Ameriean vessels, by the government of the U, States, When these ves-
~ sols are provided, sweveyed and appraved ofy by the proper officers of both governments, they shall
bie furnished with passports from ench government, as flags of truce, and shall carry nrms and
ammunition sullicient, with a guard ot exceeding o nen commissioned officer and six men, to gusi
the prisoners, and keop them io suljection ; and shull each earry one signal gun with o few charges
of powder, and shall earry a white fing coustantly at the fore top mast head—the British cariel
p> shall carry s British emsign at the galf end, er ensizn staff, and the Americon casize at the
muain Lop mast head—ard the American eartel =Lips carry the American ensign i the gafl’
ond or ersign staff, and the British cusign at the main top mast heal.  No cartel shall be saffer-
ed (o proceed to sea with bess than thirty days fall allovaner of water and provisions for the shing
ecompany, sl the number of prisouers cmbarked oa beard ; and whes soch eartely shall be ectub.

T

lished, they shall be kept at all times constantly well provided with sails, rigzings andcvery ¢
:.‘ pre » amd sea-worthy ¢ aml skall hunﬂmlyl:-i:'?
' o 16 uned the stations herein hefore named, and appeinted

B ’
ur ke exelinnge of prisosers ; nnd when earry fog Amerienn prisoners leom a British port to an
I Americon port, the American t nt the port nF embarkation shull diveet the station at which
such prisoners shall be delivered, aud whea caveying British prisoncrs feom an American port,
the British agent sball direet at which of the British stations sueh prisoners shell be delivered ;
amd vhe a — fur trim:l:nuar “t lxl:m 1-l!m.'llli bym mmr'd““llf and fix the ;ri;:rul
’Imdrau isioms w constiiu ¥y mlion sorved oul to Olers W iy
board eartels, with ihe yulue thereol ; aud a regulur account shall be ke tf!::lunmhrr of days
cuch prisover sholl hnve been vietualied on board eaeli eartel, apd the British povernmrst shall
pay at that mte the expenes usd cost of victualling the Biitish prisoners delivered ot a British
station ; and w the Awericun government shall, in like masner, pay at the same rmte the daily

fur vietualliszg the American prisoness, deliversd ot an A-;ehrim station ; but no charze
is 1o be introdueed for the ar carriage of prisopers, as cach nation is to furnish for
shant eerviee an equal number of tuas of shipping.— No eartel shull be permiitted (o remnnin in port
more than ten days afler her arrival unless deloyed by winds or wenther, or the order of the
sommarding officer of the station at which she may be, whether Dritih or Amervican.  And in
future, eartels shall on po wecount, woless driven Ly steess of weather, or some other unavoidable
necessity, put iolo nny British or Ameriean port—save the ports hevein before appointed for the
exchunge of prisoners, unless specintly agreed npon by the principul agenisof the twoe govern-
ments,  And in cose the number of vessels now m:frrul on to be provided as enrlels, shall Le
fourd insafiicicnt, the number may be enercased, nod so in like manner diminished, by agroement,
=2 LES geenxign moy require ; eseh nation always furnishing un equal shure of the tonnage
. Tenthi_Tutil yeguler eartels shall be provided, as stipulated in the foregoing sriiclo, the

e W W
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To John R 11, B
= Rnnnpgg g. hgﬁﬁigﬁge

to the care of Peter Haynes, Esg.,
Wnshington, U, States

Hon'd by Brig.Genl EBinchester (Put in B.U.}ay Baltizore
ksy 15
(on reverse) Ex'd J.U. Wint(?) Major and Brigade Major

Quebec, April 20, 1814
Uealr Father

Our hopes of an izmediate return to the U.States are
again disappointed. An exchange of Prisoners of War has been
effected by Genl Winder in conjumction with Col.Baynes,on the
part of the Sritish Govt., but unfortunately six Aserican
officers and non-con'nd officers confined as hostages. We are
totally unable to account for this unexpected event and must
therefore rezain in suspence until we hear frox the U.S5tates,
#hile I deplore the necesasity which separates us fro: our
Country I rejoice sincerely that so =any of =y fellow captives
#ill be restored to their Friends and to the enviable rank
Of Free zen,

The general opinion here s that this exchange is oaly
the forerunner of an entire exchange of all prisoners of War
and that we sha}l soon be returned to the U, States. A4s Genl.
Einder has left C.nada for the U. States you will have an
ugpurtunity on receipt of this, of ascertaining pricisely our
ituation. I have just this moments seen Generals Winchester
and Chandler who leave this place tomorrow for the U. States,
Genl Wonchester has proxised to deliver this to Mr. Hagner
should he proceed to W shington which he expects to do.

I hope the letters which I wrote by Cobn. Lewis have
been received, We continue in good health and support our
situation with patience and fortitude, confident that our
Country will o=it no exertion to effect our enlargecent froo
captivity. I az anxious to hear from hozme to know of the con-

inued health and nappiness of all xy dear relatives and friends

whom you will assure of my most affectionate rewesbrance.

Adieu dear Father
Affectionately your Son

T, Handall

Jezi
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" (Ex. iaj. Gen. Glasgow) .15
3 g g ad byl .
xaﬂgihkiuﬁfhﬂn liﬁqgta%ea
Brig, Genl. Winder (carried by)

Quebec Prison,January 15

¥y Dear Friend . S
The return of General Winder to the United States on Parole by

perazission of Sir George Prevort afforded me the opportunity of
writing to =y friends at home. I had very little expectation when
last I had the happiness of seeing you,tnat the first perfor:ance
of oy promise (to wrete to you ) would either be at s¢ distant a
period, or under eircunstances of the present nature, I flatter
ryself however that you will do me the justice to believe, that umy
omission in that particular, is neither to be ascribed to a disrsgard
of =y prozise, nor to the forgetfulness of thosm senticente of
affecjion and gratitude which induced ce to zake it, The confusion
and incessant trouble attending the sarch of Recruits to the froatier
the continual movements and variety of scenes passed through when
arrived thers, which left =e scarce a corent wnich I could call =y
o¥n, induded ze daily to postpone writng you., But believe ze,
vhen I assure you that nesther the stern sandate® of ny duty, nor
$he still sterner aspegt of Affairs coulé obliterate for a z0-ent
froz =y zind, the" rance of those Friends and Relations, wmhos
1 left behind me; amongst whom I a= happy to have you a rexber,

The situation in which we have been placed since the couc—
encecent of this unfortunate and cruelSystecs of Retaliations ( a
Systez which is fraught with incalculaole ill, and wholly inefficatious
to recedy the evils for which it is intended has besn rendered as
coxfortable as was not incozpatible with a strict and unrelenting
confinecent, We are allowed Books in our Prison; which with the
soclety of each other, serves to vegulle us of =zany tediousx cosshts
and is not destitute p€ either of amusexent, or instructdon. Fro:z=
our Agent Col, Gardner we receive whatever pecuniary asciStance our
situation reguires,

The conscliousness likewise that our sisfortunes are unmerited
and our Country will take every measure not inconsistent with its
honor and dignity sgusdily to reinstate us to the rank of Freecen,
dispels the gloo= which would otherwise prey upon our uinds, We
have sanguline hopes that a strong assarance of a conciliatory dispos-
ition on the part of the British Governt. which the rission of an
officer of General Winders talents and situation evidences, will not
fail to zeet with a corresponding one on the part of the Azerican

Governt, and to produce a recurrence of those honorable and huaman
principals of warfars, which ought to regulate fhe conduct of enlight-
ed and civilized nations,

The General we understanc carries with hix proposals from
S5ir Geprgr Prevost, which if acceded to will produce a speedy and
honorable ax® ternination of &4l difficulties in the way of an exchange:
and avert those dreadful consequences likely to accrue frox a pers=
everancg in those measures of Retaliation.

For ny part I never could concieve for a moument that either

party would be do callous té the feelings O humanity, or so blind

to consequences to suppose that mutual and reiteratea acts of cruelty
pnd aggrdssoion constantly increasing in numbers and degree, and
calling intd action all those irrétable feelings which would otherwise
lie dorpmant, could ever eventuate the settlement of the abstract

rinciples of Right, I am confident therefore that the American
govarnt. having evinced a laudable and absolute deternmination to
defend ite rights and vindicate its Soldiers from the ignominy ek
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My

Peter Hagner, Hsguire
Washington, D. Ca. Untled States

Ex. taj. Gen Wayne
"Plattsburg July 15"

guebec June 28, 1814,
¥y dear 3ir

While I lanent the continuance of this unfortunate state of
thinga, which separates me for an indefinite period frox uy
Country and friends, I feel an inclination to relieve as zuch as
possible the anxiety of those whom I know to be interested in me.
fou will I am sure escuse the great dearth of news in =y letters
and attribute it to the peculiar situation in whiwh we are placed
as Pr, of War, which precludes us frox entering om any topic not
paeticularly relating to ourselves.

I an sorry that it is not in =y power to give you any satisfac-
tion as to the termination of this business., I have only heard of the
refusal of the President of the U, States to ratify the Convention
frazed by Genl. Winder, but as to the reasons aesigned for that
refusal, on the course likely to be pursued in consequence of it we
resain totally uninformed,

At present the affair is involved in such doubt and mystery
that it would be rash for fors even a conjecture upon it, Soze-
thing however seeus to be in agitation betwmeen the two governzents
which I hope will socon prove favorable. Late accounts from Burope
state, that the British Govt, have insisted upon the settlecent of
this Hostage business, as a prelisinary to any negotiation for peace;
if that be the case the Question will becorme of more icmediate io-
portance to both nations. It appears strange that we have heard
nothing of the condesmation or even trizl of those 23 American
soldiers, sent to Zngland, the presuxzption therefore is strengthened
that they are Avericans and consejuently should be first released,as
being the original cause of all this confusion. But should the facts
alledged agadnst the= be true, if they were at once proved, the case
would stand better as the Parties would then lknow the grounds of
difference., At present a systez of Retaliation is pursued with
increasing vigor when the prizary cause and the point upon shich the
question rust ultizately turn, seess to be forgotten or at least
never adverted to. I have been induced by the nature of the subject
to make these few resarks, xontrary to =y first intention, and shall
therefore return to sy present situation.

We have all been for a considerable tise removed fros the
Prison to a large, and commodious house, in a pleasant part of the
City, where we have the benefit of an extensive G rden and are on
paroia. As there are 20 officers in the House, we forn a very large
zess, and having access to the Public Libraries, enjoyall those
retional amusements consistent with our situation. I should with & part
of the officers have been removed to the house imwediately after the
release of the Generals who had before occupied it, but that one niﬁht 1
took the liberty of walking out of the window in the Jail, for whic
I was complimented with a private apartment for some weeks, This
zeasure of Punishzent, or precaution (as it was called) did not continue
long, but to prevent any attempt of the same kind, I was rewmoved on
Parcle with the residue of the officers, I au extresely sorry that I
failed in this atteupt to free uyself froum Captivity by uy own exer=
tions, in which I should have succeeded, but for the nolse pade by uy

comprnion in following ne, which axposad us to the Centenial {Elp- .
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WAR OF 1812

* Camp near Burlington

Dear Gardner. Septem.13,1813

Three days ago our Army began to move towards the Enemy,upwards of
2000 Troops are already on Cumberland Head a position five miles below Plattsburg
& twelve above the Enemies City,a thousand more will follow in the morning. Other
detachments are expected and will follow also.We have the entire command of the
Lake [Champlain] - The Enemies squadron (much inferior to ours) has dropped down
to Isle aux Nior under cover of His Batteries. From every information that we have
been able to get the Enemy appear to be greatly alarmed, & indeed He has good cause.
We shall enter Canada in about ten days with 4000 Troops.The plan of operation you
will yet have to hear. Our Troops are new, but they have been astonishingly
improved since the arrival of Genl.Hampton [Wade] ,& I believe will make a good
fight. Two detachments of light Infantry of two hundred each have been made
from the main body. Are commanded by Maj.Hamilton [Wm.S.resigned 1817] & the other
by Maj.Snelling [Josiah,later Colonel,built Fort Snelling,Minn.],these are hand-
some commands for those Gentlemen & I presume will be infinate service in our oper-
ations.Lomax [ Mann Page Lt. ] commands a select compy of Light Artillery & will act
in cooperation with them. We have two other companies of Artillery,and two Troops
of Cavalry well mounted. Indeed I think upon the wvhole we should calculate on
2 favorable issue of the campaign,and I should not be surprised if we vere to make a
decisive stroke on Montreal. This you will perceive is Speculation,but it is never-
thiess well founded. Genl. W. [ James Wilkinson* ] made two attempts to interf-
ere with the command here. Genl.H.[Hampton] has assurances that it is not to be
touched by another untill a junction is made with an other army &c. "

Write to me addressed here/Yr friend truly
H.Atkinson[ Henry,Col.,later

Brig.Genl.].”

Brig.Genl.Wade Hampton was ordered to penetrate Canada toward Montreal.He did go
as far as Odell Town, just within the borders of Canada,westward of Rouse's Paint.
Rather than push ahead, he returned toChamplain and marched westward to a point near
I:.hg present town of Chateaugay,where he encamped for twenty six days awaiting
orders.

*James Wilkinson rose to Brig.Genl. in the American Revolution and was a Maj.Genl.
at the time of this letter. He resigned March 16,1814 and died February 4,1835,
Josiah Snelling was promoted to Colonel in 1819. He was commanding of ficer and
builder of Fort Snelling,Minnesota - August 1820 to May 1825. See Snelling letter
dated at "Ft.St. Anthony Feb 20, 1822",0riginal name which was changed to Fort
Snelling in honor of its builder by Genl.Winfieid Scott on January 7,1825.



Washington 215t Octr 1814
My dear Anmn,

I enclose a paper which contains a letter from Governor
Wright of Congress, it will shock the feelings of any savage. Desire Elbridge
or Thomas to have it published in the Patriot, with this addition, "That General
Stewart informed a member of the Senate of the U. States, that the British
officers stripped young ladies at the same time, & obliged them to stand before
those Cannibals an hour & an half naked, & untill they permitted these distressed
females again to cloath themselves and that Admiral Coburn, is Cockburn, the
infamous Cockburn. Accept with dear mamma & the Children the Afif regards
of yours sincerely & affect'ly

E. Gerry

P.S. Octr 23. Since writing the above, I have called on some Gentlemen, who
lodge at MTS Suters, of whom I mentioned to your dear Mamma some anecdotes.
I saw her two sisters, who had left Washington on the approach of the enemy &
who informed me "That General Moss with several British officers came to
their Sister's House, near to the Treasury building , & to the President's house,
& desired to have Coffee ready for them on their return; calling her by name,

that before their return other British officers whom she had mistaken for the

same, came in & seated themselves at the tea table. That all the officers wore grey

coats over their uniforms, & made it difficult to distinguish them--- That when
General Moss, who it seems was a genteel well behaved man of about 30 or 35
years old, came in, he appeared to be surprized, till informed of the mistake.
That She immediately replenished her Coffee pot, of which he made her drink,

before he took any himself, That one of the officers then told her that Admiral
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THE WESTERN MAILS

THE DAY THEY BURNED THE WHITE HOUSE!
British artillery officer's letter of September 2,1814. Avivid eye witness
account of the battle of Blandensburg, the taking of Washington, the burning
of the Capitol and the Presidents House.Written by one who took part in the
action,a few days after the event.Much interesting detail of the composition
of the British force comanded by Maj.Genl.Robert Ross,the destruction of
the dock yard,arsenal and military stores by the Americans to prevent from
Falling into British hands.A fascinating historical letter.SEE transcript
on following pages.Folded cover carried by British packet to England as per
PORTSMOUTH SHIP LETTER,rated 1/2 and on arrival at Glouster it was rerated
1/10(1 shilling 10 pence) and forwarded.



I'HE WESTERN MALLS

H.M. Ship Royal Oak,

Patuxcent River.

Sept, 2nd 1814,

My dear Father,

I know it will give you the greatest pleasure
to know of the almost unparallelled success of our little army.
We arrived at the mouth of the Chesapeak on the 15th August
after one of the longest and most tedious voyages ever known
and immediately proceeded up this river with our whole fleet -
the army landed at Benedict on the 19th. The primary object of
the expedition was to attract the attention of the enemy and
prevent his reinforcing his army in the North - which was in a
great measure effected by our landing, but it was desirable to
increase his alarm by threatening the Capitol and doing him all
the injury which so small a force was capable of. WwWe had been
joined at Bermuda by the 2lst Regiwent, 1000 strong and a company
of Artillery and in the Chesapeak by a battalion of Marines. Genl,.
Ross landed at the head of 3,500 bayonets. We landed but a small
propoertion of cannon and a few rockets as the Genl. was fearful
of incumbering himself as we were entirely destitute of animals
for Draft - we proceeded up the right bank of the river looking
from its source to Marlborough, the boats of the fleet advancing
at the same time, our intention being to destroy a flatilla of
enemy boats lying in the river, which was accomplished on the 22nd
when Commodor Harnay'whu commanded them, finding it impossible
to save them, set them on fire and marched his men to join the

American army.

On the 23rd it was determined that we should march
against Washington and we advanced a few miles on the direct road -
I had by this time collected a great number of horses and had
formed a smnall Corps of Cavalry of my drivers with these dispursed
so as to make an appearance of our being in feorce, we pursued the
enemy on the 24th who retired into Washington and breaking up the

two bridges, in the meantime our army had taken a sudden turn to

* Commodore Joshua Barney U.S.Navy.



THE WESTERN MAILS

the right and we arrived at Bladensburg where there was another
bridge which had not been destroyed almost at the time the others
were blown up = The Americans were very strongly posted at some
height which over-looked the river they had 10 lines of cannon
and, as Commodor Earney who was wounded and taken told us, seven
or eight thousand men. Our army was much fatigued and the rear
was nearly two miles off - nevertheless, Genl. Ross judged it
right to order an immediate attack by the troops in front before
they could recover from the confusion they were evidently in -

the attack was executed and in an hour the enemy was driven from
covering half of his position and retired in great confusion
leaving every one of his guns in our possession - about one half
of our troops only were engaged - Genl. Ross has expressed himselfl
extremely pleased with the conduct of the artillery on the occasion
and has mentioned them in the most distinguished manner in the
Public orders. In the evening, the army marched into Washington,
a few muskets only being fired on us - then immediately proceeded
to burn the Capitol, a most handsome, elegant building - the
President's house and all the public offices - the enemy himself
set fire to the dockyard arsenal and all his military storehouses
and in the morning we proceeded to accomplish the destruction of
the cannon and everything which had escaped the flames. The loss
of the Americans must have been immense, there were seven or eight
magazines blown up during the night. The navy-yard appeared to
have been full of stores - all of which have been destroyed, as
well as the buildings together with all the Rope Walks* in the place
in fact, everything that could be of use to them in a Naval or
military point of wview, 206 pleces of ordinance have been taken
by us. We commenced our march back to the fleet on the evening of
25th and embarked on the 30th.

The enemy never having dared to show himself. Genl,
Ross has recommended me for promotion which I trust there is little
doubt of my getting. I am very anxious to hear from England,
having received no letter since the beginning of April,....
* Long narrow buildings where rope is made. J.Murhiiin
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The Attack on Baltimore

Seprember [2-14,1K14
British Army Fo——

Brinsh by Warer - R

Three Eventful Days

September 12-14, 1814

The following is taken froma "‘/ 3
letter written in the form of \

2 journmal by a British officer
starting on Sept.10,1814: *10th

Sept Chesapeake...... the Americas must
make Peace their country is just defenceless -

and if we please ve might destroy as much as was
concelved necessary if the war cantinues, ve must

levy contributions for the expence of it on the counties
that are exposed - ve are now going to Baltimore - my principal objection is the
sickly season,and its being short for a Coup de Main - I wish that we had gone to
the North for two months and then returned.The Americans in general are very
averse to the war - they have nothing to animate them,and their only pleasure is
railing at each other,which they do to perfection — the wind is fair and I shall

be at the mouth of the Patapsco [river] tonight [SEE MAP] - I trust we shall
succeed,but I fear our information is not sufficiently correct - the Admiral

[Sir Alexander Cochrane,in command of the British fleet on the North American
Station] has been over persuaded tochange his plan........... And I think so has
the Ceneral [Ross ] by Cockburn [Rear Admiral,George] and the Quarter Master
general.both dashing sanquine men, full of Zeal and enterprise but sail rather
fast. l6thSept - ......We landed on the 12th fourteen miles from Baltimore
at North point [SEE MAF ].I took leave of the General [Ross] about six miles on

the road,at two o'clock - at three the enemy were discovered and just as our Troops
were formed an unfortunate Ball struck my esteemed and gallant friend [Ross] -
the only words he spoke were "take me to the Royal Oak and if T die request the
Admiral towrite my wife", I sincerely lament him - I had formed a strong friend-
ship for him and it was reciprocal - he was not only a brave ,but he was a good man

- he was always in the front,at Washington he escaped by a miracle, he had two
horses shot under him. I have written Mrs,Ross - she is at Bristol with his Brother.
He died on his way to the beach in the arms of a Lieut of the Royal Oak who had
always accompanied him.[Lieut Haymes aide to Ross] I have had his body preserved



THE WESTERN MAILS

and we propose burying him at Hallifax [Nova Scotia] and erecting a monument.
Our Army defeated the Americans but on their approach to Baltimore they found

it defended by a strong intrenched camp with double their numbers to defend it

- We had got within shot of the Batteries - but thay had sunk ships to prevent

our approach - our bombs could only throw shells into the Forts - they could not
reach the Town. Sir A.Cochrane [Admiral] was in the SURPRISE and your friend in
the SEA HORSE with Gordon [Capt.James A.] as fine a fellow as ever,

It became a question wither the Camp should be stormed - it was considered that
we might force the works, but that our loss would be more than our little army
could stand - it was therefore resolved to retreat which they did and embarked
without molestation. If the General had lived he would have retreated,

and there is only this to be said that on approaching Baltimore it was found to
strong and we gave up the enterprise having beat a superior force on the road -
My own opinion is that if it had been attacked by the Bayonet in the night it
should have succeeded but it was a greater risk than Col.[A.] Erooke [who took
over command on the death of Ross ] was authorised to run - he is a very goaod
officer,we have not lost many men - they all did their duty famously - the Seamen
were particularly steady - six hundred of them were on shore.

James as usual got credit - he knows his business but his Brigadier is a great fool
- Col.Paterson of the 21st - it is distressing to see so fine a Regiment in the
back ground from the heads wanting that necessary article. I am just returned to
my ship [Royal Oak ] we all find occupation and our ships are generally aground
BVery day — ceeeeq I told you in my last that Capt.Dix was appointed to the
MENELAUS [ 38 gun frigate — to replace Capt.Sir Peter Parker who had been killed]
- Capt. Crofton who takes charge of this,was my Captain for a few days he appears
a gentleman like man he was only acting - there is an old friend of mine on this
station that I hope to get hold of, Capt.Pearce,l have now got my lower deck guns,
s0 that I begin to hold up my head,but this war must not continue -

We should make peace as soon as possible.

...... James Pasley commanded the Seamen that were landed from the ROYAL OAK - he
is a spirited fellow [and probably the James refered to above].You will see Capt.
Capt. Carlton - he was in the Action with James when you have heard his story
write Jane. Pult.Malcolm"

IR AR RS AR SR RS RS SRS ]

"0 SAY! CAN YOU SEE BY THE DAWN'S EARLY LIGHT"

This letter was written onboard the HMS ROYAL OAK,74 gun Frigate,by Rear Admiral
Poultney Malcolm,Commander of the troop convoy.SEE MAP for the positions of the
troop ships off North Point and the war ships firing on Fort McHenry.Rear Admiral
George Cockburn was in charge of the fleet of war ships,Malcolmwas in charge of
the troop convoy, Major General Robert Ross in charge of the army troops and Vice
Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane was in overall command of the expedition as well as
the North American Station. During the burning of Washington the British had taken
Dr.Wm.Beans captive.Francis Scott Key had been taken onboard Cochrane's flagship.
SURPRIZE, to negotiate Beans successful release. Before they could leave the night
bombardment of Fort McHenry had began and the action that followed forever immor-
talized our National Anthem, The Star-Spangled Banner.When Key saw the American
flag still waving over the fort in the early hours of dawn,he wrote down his notes
for the song. The following is in reference to names above: Col.Arthur Brooke,
Capt.Edward Dix and Capt. Edward Crofton.
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EUSTIS, WILLIAM - Sec of war, LS, War E»:pt, I Sept, 1612.
bto, 15 pages. "...I have to reguest your Excellermcy to hasten the merch of the twe
thousand troops required through Gen Dearborn... I am now commanded by the Fresidenl
to have them detached and rendezvous in such part of the State as will enable them to
join the Northwestern army in the State of Ohio as soon as practical...'" Postscript

in Eustis' hand, "It is desired that the Brigade should consist of fifteen hundred
infantry." Docket indicates 2,000 mean were furnished,.....c.-

to the governor of Pennsyl
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Folded letter above is dated at "London 27 Decem.1B14".1It is postmaked by the
*POST PAID WITH DRAWN SHIP LETTER/LONDON/30 DE 30/1814.Just when it left Eng-
land is not certain,but it vas over 5% months before its arrival on May 17th,
1815 at Philadelphia as per postmark,where it was rated SHIP 27§ and forvarded
to Rhode Island . _
Note:The British government had a monopoly on themails and all overseas mail
had togo via a mail packet. During the years 16141815 a letter could be sent
by any vessel not being a mail packet or by an individual,if it vas postmarked
as a WITH DRAWN SHIP LETTER,otherwise it would be subject to confiscation.The
postmark was struck over the folded letter-joint to prevent further enclos-
ures.The marking is scarce but fine examples as above are rare.

TREATY OF 'GHENT ENDING THE WAR OF 1812.

Commercial letter written the day after the arrival of the Treaty of Ghent
in London and the day before it was ratified by the Prince Regent - Dec.28,
1814: "We congratulate you most sincerely on the near approach of Peace
between our two countries - so long and anxiously desired - the Preliminary
Treaty from the Commissioners at Ghent having arrived yesterday - has been
ratified by the Prince Regent - & will be forwarded without delay,to the
United States for the Signature of the President - which we cannot doubt will
be obtained - until that takes place,hostilities arenot tocease. .........
We hope to get this on board the M.W. which carries out the Treaty.".
Tho.Dickason & Co. to Messrs. Brown & Ives,Providence R.I.

LA AR SRR RN R RS RS SRR R E)

The British sloop of war FAVORITE sailed from England on the 2nd of January,
1815,and arrived at New York with the Treaty on the 11th of February. The
intelligence was too late to prevent the battle of New Orleans which took
place on January Bth. It may be that a duplicate was sent on another shipas it
was a common procedure in those days.



: ol tw@i@'.um:mhl‘“"“' ;
L“migh@u%-hm.ﬁw.@w

NS AR e

Loy rf Porsacola. sdiscit Aou Avohs, ola onse & .

s o b A lavh 43 G for b i . A LSl lt s wn dah Feiire E

ﬁ‘;%- “—r-*----t-(?..t-u,..r. B £ o Lladly, wm WPe gl |
a"— uﬁ-mm..ﬁmw sl il Sibsenn IR

& 3 - :
) g -I-Ld-fn‘.a‘.: . _.g- 3 selans A ‘_“._...M
» _'3“4__? e 2 Jlask ay S L Amet

- mﬂ—-w PR SR v .‘m W‘L
7 et K - F
.1 b*;— 1&-’. Md.‘_ Aoos e .z;‘ﬁ‘? = f_‘_,‘,.._; e AT e b At
“‘ - . {"""‘"""‘}f 4"“--4-\-1 hp--?huu-
Eﬂ k E\-L? e sina g R v}
| o A B iy e ko i K Normaring, v e A
e A Canccilimd

.




THE WESTERN MAILS

SPANISH SURRENDER OF PENSACOLA TO THE AMERICAN 1814

Historic letter written by Maj.George M.Brooke describing the capture
of Pensacola,West Florida from the Spanish and British on Nov.7,1814.
He writes from Pensacola June 1lst 1815: "After a most teadious and
fatigeing march of twenty days through the wilderness,from Applachi-
cola,we arrived at this place,which we entered,without resistance
notwithstanding,the repeated declarations of the Spanish officers,
that we should be fired on.We moved on ready for actlion,expecting a
shot every moment,The Governor had retired to the Barrancas [Fort]
a strong work,commanding the entrance of the Bay of Pensacola, with
about 300 troops ,determined to defend it to the last extremityl(as he
said).On the 25th ultimo we set down before his work,and lay to next
morning.erected a battery in 320 yds of the upper Fort.A severe cann-
ading commenced at sun rise,lasted that day and part of the next,
when he thought proper to capitulate,A Flag of truce was recd. just
as the storming parties had been formed,[Wanting]tc surrender - the
peace was accepted,othervise not many of them would not have witnessed
the rising of the sun.We had a few killed and wounded,the enemy many
more. Genl Jackson[Andrew] with his Volunteers set out for Tennesse,
the day before yesterday.The whole of the Floridas,vith the[exception]
of St Augustine,has been ceded to the American Forces,subject to the
decesion of the President of the United States.I trust they will never
be returned,as in the present situation of Spain,she is entirely un-
able,to restrain,or keep in check,her own Indians,who hated the Span-
ish inhabetants,as their slaves,killing their cattle and destroying
their property as they pleased.lam now the Civil and Military Governor
of West Florida,with as much trouble upon my hands,as any fellow ever
had.The Pepole are extremely dissatisfied,not withstanding,this fine
American liberty we have been telling them of. This is the most
beautiful site for a Town I have ever seen.,and the harbor,the handsom-
est and|best)basin of water in the world,large enough to contain the
Navies of Europe.Ships of the largest class,have sufficient depth of
water over the bar.at all times,there being never less than 24 feet,
and generally 26.1 have made no acguaintances as yet,although the
beauty and the smiles of the females,are certainly great inducement.I
have seen some most lovely woemen.It is strange I have not recd a
single letter from Va[Virginia]with the exception of Allmonds,since I
left the State.Before long,I will write you more in detail,as now,
there are twenty persons,waiting on his Excellency the Governor,and I
have just excused myself for a fev moments,to take advantage of an
express,going to FortMontgomery,to which place address me.

Yrs ever truly & sincerely/Geo.M.Brooke"

Atk AR TR AR R R LA R R R R R E R R //
H"-ﬂ- -d"é -

By the Treaty of Paris in 1783 the Floradas were returned to Spain by
the British. At the time of this letter the British vere using the
port of Pensacecla in operations against the United States during the
War of 1812.Andrew ‘Jackson had led an expedition to run the British
out of West Florada although the U.S5. did mot want to provoke a war
with Spain.As it turned out there was no battle for Pensacola and
Spain dropped her claim to West Florada at the end of the War of 1812.
Then on February 22,1819 Spain ceded East Florida to the United States.
The writer,George M.Brooke,enlisted as a lieutenant in the army in 1808
and had just been promoted to Major May 1,18l14.He died Mar.9,1851 with
the rank of Major General.
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INDIAN PRISONERS OF WAR

Henry Clay writes to Wm.H.Crawford, Secretary of War,about prisoners taken into
captivity by the Indians at the River Raisin and Fort Meigs:

"Washington Dec.26 1815
Sir There is reason to believe that some of the prisoners,taken by the Indians,
in the battles of the river Raisin and at Fort Meigs,may yet be held in captivity.
On one or both of those occasions, Indians wvere observed,on the side of the enemy,
whose costumes and statures indicate that they belonged to tribes that had never
before engaged us in war. These tribes are supposed to have come from towards or
perhaps beyond the head of Lake Superior.It is known to be the practice of the
Indians to divide amongst their several tribes the captives that victory may place
place in their power...some of our prisoners may have been carried away by remote
tribes and yet remain in bondage.At the battle of Fort Meigs Charles Postlethwait
was wounded. His father,John Postlethwait of Lexington K...has several times
since heard of him,and has recently received some information which induces him
to think it possible that his son may be Yet alive...how painful the state of
uncertainty ofparents and relatives must be,under such circumstances. .. it is
perhaps the duty of the government - it would certainly be an act of humanity,
tc employ all practicable means to recover and to restore to their friends any
prisoners yet detained. I should think that through the Indian agents, and by
other measures in the power of Government,an inguiry could be instituted,and if
any prisoners are found in the situation supposed, that they might be regained
»++.Ishall be glad to be enabled to communicate to Mr.Postlethwait,or to any
other person concerned, the steps that you may think proper to take...H.Clay".

LE R R R R R s R e

Henry Clay,the noted American statesman , was a cousin of General Green Clay,
who led the 3000 Kentuckians to the relief of Fort Meigs in the war of 1812,
SEE General Wm.Henry Harrison's letter on the battle of Fort Meigs in this
cellection under date of "Sth May 1813".
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HARPER & BROTHERS over-all illustrated cover ,bearing 3 cent
1861 stamp, tied by a geometrick star cancel,postmarked APR
4,1864 .Cover is a patented letter-envelope,with message
enclosed,addressed to BENSON J.LOSSING, eminent wood-en-
graver and author of the monumental history WAR OF 1B12.The
letter illustrated is signed by J.W.Harper Jr.The book
was published in 1868.
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