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WA.R of 1812 _ BATTLE of CHlPpnA

-O_ost.on Upper ClioiOdiO Ju 1'Y 1 I til. 181"

Dear Sir having a fev .oment.1i leisure I voula give yo as r sk.. t.ch t ~ha t IlI:ea
va rosli.dt.haJHa~rariYer t 'rd fJulyb t." aarmyat~hi ;:a

.ed the River Uleir tlrlt brIgade forming aUne near tha rort Erle.The .el'or d
vaa leot round the rort to .e.. t a party vhlch had landed .bove the Fort The 1 ...e
be> '.0 complet.el 'I formed round the Port. The Port "as cO-.lloded to surrender v
v.s some about 5 OClock P.I'!· "ithout IIny f1ght1ng,The allount at priGon.. rs vas
about one hundred and forty.The army then moved dovn the river about tvo m11es
vhere".a lay In the grass fOI' the "t,"ht vithtlut being dls~urbed. On the 4thva took
uPllP Ollr march dovn the river, t.he firat brigade a heed commendell by Brg Qen Scott
, Wi nf ie ld) a tri!1 i ng Sku rlliching tOOk pI ace at night ve et,c.lIlped a bout tva mile.
abov" Chipe\lay \lhere \I" rellained untill the IIfternoon at the 5th ..hen ve "ere
atta"'\:ed ':>y the enemy force tro"" Ch1pe"lIy II1l0uting at about, nlnteen hundred re\l
uUrs,flOO Indians lind a fe\l militia.The 1st Bdgade under GenlScott I'l",t t.hell'land
[,",,'intained] their ground tor two hours While th(O secon,j Brg under Ge"l Ripley
[E,Wheelock) were 1ndevedng to !lank thelll. Our mO\lement \las [dlsl'overd)b) the
enellY vhich caused thell to retrellt \11th .. 10S8 of killed\lounllelland missing of
.OOllt614.0ur 10S8 consderllb1e but. nothing t.o that of the [ne.y.The next day ..as
spent in bl'ingin'.l in .. nd burlng ths dsad.The 7th in sendl'.loff the wounded to BUf
.10a IN. Yl .The 8th the ssc:onll Briqalle w.s sent up the Clll".\lar Creel'.: for t II' purp_

s t buillllng a br16qa to cro",s .nd get In ,.-ellr r:I tche, tit at Chlpa\lar
:IIIIenced the bridge .bout t\lo.i le. above Chipeway Fort wnich caused. he."y

:.nan..deinc; _. . .•bOut the tlllle the brtdge Vila complstell.We \lere orllsre t
aIIreh dO\ln t.he creek to the Fort that the enemy had retl'e.ted about () OCt &1
nighl.The troops "era all crossed the cr_k except the volunteers &. InlllanlII
vhleh .nca.ped on til.. uppel' SIde of the eraek the enemy havin\l llestroyed the

. 1~gs.on the 9th Vllt m.rched fol' ue.n.tOn exp..cting to _et "lth [reaiet.n
ueenslon heights but verII' disappointed . When ve arrlved.t Queenston hlghts \Ie

would have II hand'o.e vIew or the Ene.y .. bout three mtle, bel 0\1 IIarchln\l ..
their way for Port George.Our ar.y eneamped on the plalna lit (lueen.lltoll vhsrs
yet rellaina .. We haveno~ ben disturbed by but 1 thlnk the next \Ie .. ha1_ hellr "rom
the.ll VIII be that they are on their lI.y to Burlington Hslght•.
I have to /Inn ounce the death of .......•.Gen John Swift of the vo unteer$ til.
~ose of th1:'l brave lIIan is greatly lalltented by all.He \I.HI k1llSd by one of the enslllY
attar surl'enderlnq.Genl S\lltt went wlth a plll'!;.y to surprlue one of the Enemys
pickets which \las done and after the aurrender he ."as shot, it is uncertain ."hat
viii be .. - Her.. the lett.er abruptly ends .. ith one page IIIla.lng .

• "death of the brave Brigadier Genl." Not signed .

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Ephrai.r.Gll.bert.the writer of this letter joined the U.S.Aray as a lieutenant
of th. 2]rd 1nfantry Apr 11 B, I 8 12. on JUne 20, 181] he vas prolllClted to capla in and
on September 1,1814 hs resigned.Gilbert died Sov...ber ]0.186).
"porllon of an excellent letter deserib1ng the battie of Chippeway on the Si ..gra
frontier July ]rd to the 10th.It describea the surrender Of Fort Erie on the ]rll
of July and the battle on the 4th and 5th.Captain Gilbert \las with the second
brigade under co.... nd ot General Ripley_ G11bert alSO raports the death of Genl.
John Svift of theNev Yoek !'Iilitla.\lho wa. shot by the enemy after they had surr­
endered.Hehad been a hero in the AiIlerican Revolution.

he letter vas sent poataq.. -Free- to the poatmaster at Oneida,NevYork.





'1UE WE,sTERN l'oLAILS
BATTLE OF CHIPPEWA JULY 5,1814

"Calllp near Chipaway JUly7,1814
Dr.Wharton _ Agreeably to the prediction in my last letter we have had a hard
fought and glorious battle in which we have met the enemy in the open field
with equal numbers & have beaten them by the mere dint of superior skill and
courage _ I Will give you a sketch of our operations since we left Buffalo - On
the 2nd night about midnight we marched to Blackrock where we embarked & con­
trary to our expectations landed in Canada without being obliged to fire a Sln_
gle gun.Onthe 3rd the artillery were ordered up to storm Fort Erie about 2 mile.'>
above where we landed _ Our company being in the advance we pr"ceeded to within
a few hundred yards of the Fort where we halted in the woods waiting for the rest
of the arty. Just as we arrived and were preparing to display out battery - the
fort surrendered _ without any condidtions except for the ofticers private lug­
gage. On the 4th we marched to this place _ they attacked our advance several
times but .... ithout doing any injury.During the morning at the 5th our pickets
kept up a constant firing _ about noon they made a general attack upon our right
commanded by Genl Scot [Winfield Scott]
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I have made a dirty kind of sketch (Sec above] which may enable you .... hen you see
the Official account to make a draught of your own _ upon the first attack from
their artillery, Scott crossed the Bridge & displayed in most elegant style­
Porters [Brig.Genl-Peter B. ,N.Y.militia] volunteers - the indians,& riffle­
men advanced through the lIOods in our front - the BritiSh indians & Can[adian]
mi 1 i t i a met them at tha t pain t _ Richie's [John, Capt. corps of arti llery. Ki !led
JUly 25,1814 in battle of Niagara Falls] campy of arty were ordred into the left
of Scot t 's Br ig. Towson( Na than, Capt. , la ter Maj. genl. Captured enemy's Br ig
CALEDONIA under the guns of Fort Erie.Died July 20,1854] advanced on the right
- I was also ordered to the right with my piece _ after a tiring at upwards of an
hour - pdncipally between the artillery on each side and the indians - the
British advanced and displayed on the plain - the hotte!>,; of the battle then
tOOk place - both lines kept up a tremendous fire lihUe each was enfiladed by
the artillery ot the other _ their artillery was 6 pounders 16's & 24's - Tovson
and RiChies vere 6's nine 12 _ at length the BritiSh line charged. Scott also
charged at the Same moment - (l believe by the bye that Scott charged first)over
the ravine vhich lias crossed without breaking hi" line - at this moment as you
will observe by the elegant map on the other side Towson advanced nearly on to
the left of the British and enfiladed themvith canister shot lIhich broke their
line & they retreated and rallied about 200 paces on the rear - they vere again
broken in the same manner - lie pursued them tor 3 miles & drove them into Fort
Chippavay the fire from which forced us to return - just as we arrived sight of
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Folded leu.er va$
wrltten on the
battleHeld tva
days sfter the
aetion,by Capt.
Jalllea H"ll -
July 7th.t t vas
placed in the
lIIails at BuffalO,
as per postlllark
on JUly 8th.and
rated 20 cents •

this place Illy piece waa dialllantied and I was forced to return _ I waa the .are
1II0rtified as I waa forellloat in the pursuit _ Towson .. .en being exhau.ted by a
constant fIring of 6 or 7 houri _ he had fired 120 rounds frolll 2 6 pounders
besides .heI1a &. canister frolll his howitzer - I did not get into action until
after the Brttiah 11ne was forllled" lIIy ..n were fresh and eager for act ton • tile
Britiah retreated slOwly and 1ngood order keepIng up a heavy fire frolll thea
artillery _ Those vho knov better than lIIyself say that thia hal been the lIlOat
beautiful fight we have yet had 1n this var - the number engaged vere about
equal - ve fought on an open alllooth plaln _ each party haVIng the S.III. IOnd of
ground &. equal advantages in every vay _ We beat them! by hard fighting - noth­
ing can $Urp"SS the bravery by Scott &. by his Brigade - after the order to cea.e
firing" Charge not a .an fired but advanced in a perfect line under. heavy fire
- The Briti$h artH1eey fired very veIl - but were exceeded by Tovaon who bore
the brunt of the vhole battle" in ahort frolll sunrise to sunset was 1n COn$tant
"dangeroua actIon _ no other lIan deserves as much praise [aa) hia aubaltterna
_ callpbell [Col. John B. vho W/IS wounded in the b<lttle on the 5th .nd died Auguat
2B,I814J &. Schanack? vere as brave" active as men could be.
1 vish I could tear off the blackguard scrawl I put on t.he other side without
having to vrite over Illy letter _ you wIll excuse It when I tell you th/lt I amly­
ing on the bare qround vlth lIy hat for a writing desk - that my pen 18 so short I
can hardly grasp it - our callp equipage has not come up - I have slept /It night
vlth boots. spurs &. slford on· nor haa my horse been unsaddled since Buffaloe - I
have the separate cOllmand of our gun-
Genl Brown [Jacob, later comm/lnder in Chief of the arlly 18IS-1828.Received the
thanKs of congress and a gOld medal for gallantry at Chippaway,Niaqara" ErIe.
Died In office Feb. 24,1828) 1$ very popular in the army - there is no doubt that
he IS brave,activo,&' prudent _ as to his talents £. mil[itary) knowledge there
has been no opportunity of judging _ SCOtt 15 loved £. respected by every man in
the army _ he has the KnacK of infu!ling ardour £. confidence,£' I believe that It
ho were to tell them that Hell could be taken by storm they almost bel1eve him.
The Ri pley[ Eleazer WheelocK, Sri g. Cenl . ,OIl so given thanKs of cong ress and
gold lIIedal for gallantry at Chippaway.Resigned Fcb.l,1820 /lnd died March 2,
1839 J Brigade lfas not in acUon - our 10ss.1n killed and lfounded IIIUst be about
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BATTLE OF CHIPI'EWA 1814
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300 - theirs tar exceeded ours - 4
British Cllptllins lire taken - one
field of!1cer,one Cllpt.6- one Lieut.
fOllnd dead on the tield - they hllve
probllbly cllrned otf others - the
Liellt 1 SIIWIIS I 'olliS returning with
my pIece _ he was snot thru the leg
with a I> Pr - his servant who was 8it­
ing by hilll begged DIy assistance - He
told lie it was necessary as he VOllld
soon die _ I brollght Illy lIIen to carry
hUll - he IISleed for II drinlt ot wllter
which I gave hI. 6- he l_edlately
died - I have no .ore tl ..e - 'ole sho­
Illd hllve IInother tight this after
noon . .J.H. [.JllllesHall].-

•••••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••
BATTLE OF LUNDY'S LANE

JULY 24.1814
NOTE: JlIllIes HlIll vas a 2nd Lieut. in the
art illery. He resigned June 30, llllll.
SEE below for his letter written 3 days
after the battle of Lllndy's Lane which
is also known as the battle at Nlllgllra
F"lls.SEE lI"p for the tvo b"ttles •

ToT.J.Wh"rton, hilildelphia,
*8uffilloe July 27.1814

De"r Wh"rton, You '01111 be surpr.8ed to
receive a letter fro••e d"ted at this
pl"ce lind I 1111 al.ost ashuled to teU
YOIl that ilfter haVIng tOllght" .ost slln­
qUInary bllttle 6- obtllined a glorious
victory ollr lIrlllY made a dIsorderly and
shallletul retreat to Erle.The p"rticu- ~

lars are nearly as follovs - Cenl.Brown
haVIng recd. intor.lltion that the enellly were adv"ncing towards Ch1ppilwil and pro­
bably lntended to attack us in the night - Cenl Scott '01"5 ordered Ollt vith his Brig­
IIde to bnng thelll intO IIctlon _ (it is supposed then that they hlld but a very incon­
siderable torce) _ SCOt Illet thelll about 3 mUes from Chippava, they vere hovever too
many for him and the rema inder ot the IIr..y V". ordered up. The enemy on the other
hand vere reinforced from Queens ton and the action became general about sunset­
after an action of 5 hours 'ole drove the.. from the field haVing t"ken all their olrt.­
tillery and Cenl. Riol (aritishMaj. Cenl.Phineas Rhll] COll1lllander of hiB a.M.
[Britannic Majesty 1 forces in U.C. [Upper C<lnada 1etc & abollt 20 other otficers­
Col. Miller (James,to ari!il.Genl. July 25,1814 and given thanks of congress NOV.
3,1814 and a gold medal tor gallantry at ChippevlI,Ft.Erie and Lundy'S Lane.He
resigned June 1,1819 and died July 7,185l} of the 21st charged their artillery in
a most gallant style _ Cenl Bro'oln lias Iiounded and Ilnfoctllnately for Gen,Scot alSO,
as the command deVOl ved upon Genl . Ripley. Brigad ier Genera 1 Ri pley aft.er
our <lrmy had fought the most bloody battle perhaps that this country has seen­
<lfter hllvin!il driven the enelllY frolll the field & captllred their Comlllanding Officer
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and all their artlilery - after having in short covered thellselves vithGlory at
the I!xpenle of the blood of An l_enle nUllIber Of brave _n - arig.Cenl Ripley illt
the held _ left the artillery vhich vas t ..ken & 2 of our pieces and retreated to
Erie! Had Scot been there we would have slept On the field,and v'd have brought
off "'11 we had taken and have pursued thelll in good order the next day. The artillery
taken consisted of one elegant Brass 24 Pr - 3 or <I brass S\ inch Hovitzers & 6 or 7
Brass 12's oS. 6's all bp."ut1!uI pieces "nd v'h {vould} if taken off WOUld hllve been
the greatest tropny w. e'd {could]h"ve obtained - NO lien could have displllyed a
1I0re deterlllined bravery thdll ours - They vere opposed to sOlie of the belilt troops in
the English arlllY _ the enellY had their artillery put to the greateat advantage
while ours could only act at lntervals - the firing vas aillost without lnterlll}SS·
lon tlUrlng the IIhole aetlon _ we had 6 or 700 kliled .. nd vounded oS. a great Ill"ny 1I1SS­
ing - Sever,,} Regtl Which CrOlilSed over with 3 or <100 Illen cannot parade Illen enough
for one COlllpany _ I sail An officer who was the only relll"ining lI"n of his company.
every other officer oS. soldier being killed or lIIis&ing. Our arllY seellls dstined to
disgrace - "nd yet the lIateri"'15 of IIhich it is COllposed ",re the finest in the world.

I had been unllell for flever",l d",y& since that fatigue,exposure & vex"'tion
have knocked lIIe up _ ",nd 1 have been obliged to put llIyself }n purgatory at this
place - .... " ... J.H ..... I forgottolllention that Capt.Biddle {Tholllas Jr. ,killed in
a duel Augul5t 29,183i] W/iS fortunate enough to bring oft one of the enelllY'S Brass
6 Prs.lIhich lie still have - two balls grazed hilll so as (to] brui>'.e lIithout breaking
the skin leaving honorable III,U"ks in his coat· h1l5 horse lias 1I0unded - Capt Richie
of the artillery \fas killed" several officers \founded - I have not seen an officer
except myself & one or two otherl5l1ho vere not either wounded or had balls thro
some part of their clothes _ t vas not destined to Obtain celebrity of a wound - I
lost my horee.
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CAPTURE SIEZURE OF TilE Alt.ltIilICAN KERCIIAHT VESSEL PICKERING 1812

The Aaerlcan Merchant Srig PICKERING vas sei~ed by the Srirish frigate
BELVIDERE on July 1.1812 _ only tvelve day atter the .U.S. declared
war on Great Britain.The PICKERING of tvo hundred and fifty tons. Elias
D<1IVIS c<1lptain.was taken while on her vay ho_ tro. Gibralter.After re.ov­
her crew. except captain Davis and his son. who V<1lS first .ate.the British
captain plilced her in charge of I prlr.e-crev.<1Ind ordered the brlg to sill1
to Hilliflx.Nova ScOtlil.Cilptilin Dilvis.with his son. recaptured the shipilnd
brought her sately to Gloucester.
The list of the crew of the PICKERING. on opposite page.was issued under
date of March 5.1812.0n the return of the brig.after her capture ilnd
escape. the Inspector of the Port of Gloucester.added his note on the
ilfalr under date of July 7.1812. See belovo
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THE WAR OP 1812 AS REOMTeO PiiOM THE HOME PROMT.

NO 6 801d[?] felloll of the North I be'gin thla No. Novellber 12th 1812 ­
Yesterday llorn1n; "e hJld nells thllt red Coats had croaaed - taken
Ogdenaburgh - all the.en Artillery and atores and vent baCk - it VIIS a

1 light veight (tight] on Ily scales. th1allOrning it ia run out&. has no
believera.This it ia reported that iln expreas haa gone the Cherry Valley
Turnpike vhlch carriea nevs that our Ilen Crossed lro. Buffaloe &. taken
fort trie &. ve have loat 1200.en - the enellY 2500 - its extrJlvegant _ 1t
Ilily be they have Uken the tort &. loataolle Ilen as vell aa the enilley­
Adj\.ltant Jones tor vhO. I lIentloned in a torller NO [letter] froll Vir;inia
hila returned hOlle to gil in hia health - he told.e that Genl Sllyth [Alex­
ander 1808/13 -cUed 1830] vould croaa the Ust ot last veek or the begln­
Ing of this Which rendera it In part probable. I aav Ety Carrington this
lIlorning trolll Alabal'la _ he sav 600 regUlar troops near fall hill - Genl
Oearborn[Henry] at their head for Sackets Harbor.Maj Young has taken ..
party of brithh at St Regis consiating of 4 killed -" none hurt. Our
Sloop IfASP of 16 guns tell in with the [8rltish] Prolick a sloop or 20
guns _ the wa.sp disllasted Prolick killed &. vounded betlleen 50 &. 60 and took
her &. vas Ilaking for port but a 74 [British] bull do; took thell both and
sent thell to Berlludll _ (See note below] Capt.Jones [Jacob Hidship... n 1799,
Cllpt. I BI 3. died Aug. 3. 1850) co_anded the Wasp he hlld but 5 killed atter an
engage.ent ot 42 .inutea _ Our papers speak of the increase of Republlcan­
is. to the southvard. I expect Ensign Hale to c",rry this letter but if not
theMa11 vi 11. Ens ign Hllie has ga ined hi shea 1th near I y expects to Ilarch
soon and vIII Cllrry sOCkS &. Hittens" sOlle letters.(Jones then continues
vI th perlSonal .lltters ,,1 th but II fe" notes about the Vllr] ... ~Cenl Dellrborn
(Henry] vent to Pilltsburgh _ Merchanta fro. If. York allY there vaa never
hllif so .",ny ;oods there before. I ll. told the Prealdent(Madiaon] In his
spellch aays the revenue the year past is sixteen" hllif Hillion Of dollllra
considerablely Ilore thlln pays the expence _ his speach la said to be a .ast­
erly piece. It ia cllicuillted that as the .Inds llre nov Mlldison [Jlllles]"ill
be president by tvo (terllls,he beat DeWitt Clinton for the 2nd terlll] but
betore this will tllke place the tederallat viii Join the Clintonhn party
&. De vttt Clinton vlll have it Sllturday 14th Nov Massachusetts
lumlltc has at laat in a address to Gov.Strong contess'd the var vith Briton
to be just &. that treties vere in vll-in to procure a redress of grievousne88

f" thllt their iI.ploylng Indians abondnll-ble - it vas lln unconatitutionaillct
they oppossed. The vheel'" of a repUblic llre ao lIlany that it Is hllrd to get
thelll all in 1Il0tion, if there is not lIluch done this CllBlpaign I trust there
v111 be the next. 80nllpart (Napoleon] haS beaten the Russianli killed llnd
took 40,000 in II battle we conclude your ever llfctionate Parents~.

......................... (~,(J'I ,"f !."';({1

WASP VUi a 450 ton U.S.Sloop_of_War,aounting sixteen 32 pound carronades,vith
a tUll crevot 135 _en.co_anded by Cllptaln Jacob Jonea.F.OLIC vas a British
Sloop-Of-war. also JlQunt i ng s ixt een 32 pounderlS. vI th II crev of 108 _en co_anded
by Cllptai n Tho.as Whinylltes. The en!illl!iif'Cllnt tOOk place on OCtober 18. 1812, lalit­
1ngless than an hour,vith both vessels badly da.aged,but the FROLIC strUCk her
colors llnd surrenderd vith a lo",s of llbout 90 killed or vounded.Shortly llfter a
Br i t ish sh 1p-of-Vllr POICTI ERS. of 74 guns, co••anded by Cllptll 1n John P. Berea ford
shoved up and capture" both velSsels. They vere taken to Ber.uda, vhere the Aller lclln
pr iaonera vere excllllnged. The WASP Vlla kept ll-S a pr i ze of "a r. reout fit ted and ce­
nlllled,by the BritiSh navy.

In the letter Jones says he haa nothing 1Il0re until "I return vith thema11 trom
Clitton",Monroe county in vestern Nev YOrk?? Also interesting note that "the
revenue the year Pillit ia sixteen f" halt Million ot dOllars considerablely Illore
thlln PllYS the expence"l The letter "aa -carried by -Enailln Hale- as noted.
BONAPART vas the lIlain cellson that Great Britain lOSt the vllr _ they did not hove
enough IIllln power llnd Iloney to "ag'e a tUll-acale var on t"o continents at the
Slllle time.
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Folded letter to Joshua Hatheway,Poalmaster at RODe,New York.It
11 endorsed -Br1'il"dier General Co_anding/the Northern Aemy Sackets
Harbor-, It may have palsed through the .ails FREE because of th.·
endocsement or by Military express.

ATTACK OM SACKE1"I"S HAllBOR 1813

On Hay 28th a Britilh squadron appeared ott Sackett', Harbor. It conslsted
WOLFE:ot 24 guns.ROrAL CEORCE.24: EARL of l'lOIRA.IB:schooners PRINCE RECENT,
SIMCOE and SENECA.The squadron vas in cOllUlland of Sir Jall.s Lucas Yeo. under
the direction of Sir George Prevost. Governor General of Can"dll.The (0110yln9
letter by General Jacob BrOlin describes the action that (01 lowed. He va" made
COllllander in Chief ot the Arlly on June 15.1815 until his deatn on February
24,IB28,when he was succeeded by Winfield Scott.

·Sackets Harbor 29th [HaylelJ J
Dr Sir I received an order some days since from Genl Dearnorn to take COlllaJ­
and at this Post _ COllld [Collllllodore J Chauncey Is up the 'Ike [Lake Ontario J - We
were this morning attacked as day dawned by Sir Geor-ge Prevost In person whoo
made good his landing with at least a thousand picked llIen - Sir Jallles Yeo COmlllan­
ded the fleet. /If tar a tolerably well fought action generally and 1Il0st adlllirably
as it bore upon IIOIllC corps _ We are completely victorious. Sir George took to hi.
fleet after loosing some distinguished officers and of course some gallant men.
Our loss is very severe as to the quality of those who have fallen.The cnemy left
many of their wounded on the Field _ but I have no doubt carryed off many more - we
shall probably be again attacked as Sir George must feel very sorc. All I can say
Iii ,whatever may be the result we will not be disgraced. Jac Brown·
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TIlt: \\!B!:>""EnN J\.1AILS
LAKIl CHAMPLAIN AHD PLATTSBURC 1814.

The Battle of Plattsburg Bay,on Lake Cha~plain,was two battles fought on
the same day _ September 11,1814 - one naval and the other on land. SEE
map above. Although one of the very sIIIallest actions of the war .it 'oIas
one of the most decisive.Official reports give the British land forces at
14.000 and the U.S. 4,700. With the defeat of the Britiah fleet ,General

Prevost pulled OUt with his army.
giving the Amerlcans a complete
victory, Sir Jallles Yeo charged Gel'll.
Prevost with the 2ritish loss
because he had ordered the naval
action before the ships vere In
position ...nd fUll force. Back In
England Prevost demanded a court­
martial, but died.vorn out by
vorry and hUDlllatlon.on January
5,1815. At tho!! elme of the Platts­
burg Bay battles the 8ritish forces
vere being defeated at Baltillore
and peace negotiations 'oIere taking
pl ...ce at Ghent. Belgian. BOth Bntish
losses influenced the treaty

Foldedletter pOstmarked <lit "Georgia(vt.)Sept 17[1814)"
Ra ted "Free" to Joshua Ha thevay. postmaster, Rome. Nev Yon:.

"Swanton (Vt.] Sept. 14 1814

Dear Sir I have not a head large enough to express our joy in this country.
The Lord has been on our side in giving us a COmplete victory over the Britilsh
both by land and vater on Lake Champlain.To their disgrace they have surrend­
ered their ....hole force on the vater which vas superior to ours in numbers­
Their land forces vere said to conldst of tvelve or fifteen thousand regulars,
Ours ....as not to exceed fifteen hundred ....hich vas employed in the fort at Platts­
burg - There ....ere tvelve hundred york lIlilith.but in the Vermont Volunteers
vas 1II0re in numbers than my pen can express - for from Svanton to Bennington vas
one COmplete line of troops with the green bough in their hats but there vas no
more than two thoulJand engaged before Prevost [Genl,Sir Ceorge J with hilS roy,l
host left his tentlJ IStanding and his pickets out in numberlS vhen seven hundred
vhich surrendered to our arms vith a large number of killed and a large quanity
of provisions and ammunitions. Silllon J. Howe and myself - four of Uncle BrulJhes
sons and Abraham Hathev,y were in the action and have all returned home in high
s~iri.ts, There vas but one man killed vho vore the green bough. The vOlunteerl
have the highest praiae from Ceneral M.Coomb [Alexander Macomb) vho vas tirst
in command _ The British lJ,ld that behind every tree was a Yankee tiring lit them
and every log was a solid colum and every Yankee an officer and every officer III
soldier - I forgot to at,te that the British Commodore Dovney [Captain G",oqle
Downie. in command of the British fleet) vas killed in the early part of the
action [In t..he first rifteen mi"ut..cs of the. nilval "attle.a cannon ball knocked
a British gun from its carriage into Downie, instantly killing him) ....
The above action VUI on the eleventh instant .... Levl Hatheway Jr" ,"



TilE WE!:l~fERN MAILS

BATTLE OF CIIIPPEWA JULY 5.1814

"Oea~ Si~ Buffalo July 10th 1814
I just d~op a fe ......o~d, to you relating to our arllls.our A~IlIY under

cOlZlllland of l'laj o~ Gen. Bro...n [Jacob] Brig. Gan. [Wi nrield J SCOt t & [Elea r.er
If. 1 Ri pley .. C~ollsed the Ni aga ra [r i ve~ J on the eve of the 2nd and on the thi rd
Fort E~le ...aasurrende~ed ... ithout opposition in vhieh "'ere about 150 _n.On
the next day our A~I!IY passed do...n the Nlagau (and llllet ... Ith some little
oppoal t 10n a t BlaCk C~eak about 12 llIi 1es do ...n ri ve~ but the Bri ti sh ret i rad
to Chippevay ...here they had a strong and ...ell rortlfied position.On the 5th
Inst. they Ilarched out of Chippevayand Ilet our ArlllY about tva llIiles and a haH
above.vhera Gen.Scotts B~lgade.theSeneca Indians.and Pennsylvania Volun­
teers engaged thelll and after a s.ve~e engagement of near tvo hou~s the B~itish

ver.. obliged to retl~. leaving a. ~epo~t aays thr.... hundred dead and vounded
on the tield. Ou~ los, in killed Is stated at 7l.voundedJ.50 • .,any leve~"ly.

All the vounded capabl .. of being removed have been conveyed to this pUce and
1t IS a shockIng sight to behold. SOllie vi th one leq. so_ wi th one ar•••any ahot
through the body.Arllls.lags and in fact every part of body ..ng1ed.One vas
tOlllahavlted in five plac... th~ough the scull vas brought here 0I11ve. Like... ise
th~ee that ...e~ .. scalped.all ••ve oneof ...hich have StnCe died.The British
have sinc_ ev.cuated Chippe.... y.our ArllY In PUrSUIt &c .The gro.ns of the
vounded and dying a~e constantly sounding in our ears.We have an Officer in
our house vhich ...as shot through the body ...hich "'e expect ... i 11 not survive
llIany day' I rlte this in great haste knowinq you ould be anxious to
hea r fro. thi s front i.r .•.... H. Ca llender. ~

-

III/It 1It/,) ,

•,

Folded letter addressed to Levi Callender.Greenville.Co.
Greene/S.N.York. Postmarked "Buffalo NY/July 11[1814 J"
and rated "17" cents.
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WAR 01' 1812

• Ca.p near Burlington
Oear Ga rdner. Septe•• 13. 1813

Three days ago our ArlllY began to move tovards the Enemy.upvards Of
2000 Troops are already on CUlIlberland Head a position five lIl11es belov Plattsburg
Ii. tV<llve 3bove the Enelllies City.a thousand 1I0re ... ill fOlIo ... in the 1I0rning. Other
detachlllents are expected and viII folIo .... also.We hav<l the entire co_and of the
Lalte {Champlain 1 - The Enelllie.s squadron (Illuch infedor to ours) has dropped do .... n
to 1$le aux Sior under cover Of HI$ Batteries. Frolll every information that ..... have
Deen able to get the EnelllY IIpp.ar to be gr.atly alarmed.1i. indeed He hil$good cause.
lo"e shall enter Canada ln about ten days vith 4000 Troops.The plan ot operation you
\/ill yet hllve to hear. Our Troops are ne.... but they have been astonishingly
llIlproved Slnce the arrival ofCenl.Hampton [Wade] .Ii. t believe viII Ililke iI good
tight. T1oIo detachllents of light tntl!.ntry of tvo hundred each have be.n .ade
froll the lIlilin body. "'re co_anded by !'laj.Hallilton (lo"lIl.S.re61gned 1817)" the other
by Ma l . Sne 111 ng (JOSt ah. h ter Colonel. bu 11 t Fort Snell Ing .l1inn. ). thes. are hand­
sO.e co_ands for those Gentlelllen Ii. t presullle viii be Infinate service in our op.r­
attons.LO.lIx {Mann Page Lt.) co_and. a select COIllPY Of Light Artilleryli. vill act
In cooll4'ratlon "'lth thelll. ~e have tvO other cOlllpanles of ArtlllerY'''nd t ...o 'rroop.
of C"vllry "ell.ounted. Indeed I thInk upon the ....hole ve should calculate on
a tavorlble l.sue of the clIllplllgn.and t should not be $urprised If \/e ...ere to .,Ike a
deCl,.lve .trOl<eon Hontreill. This you viii perceive is SpeCullltlon.but lt 1. never_
thless "ell founded. G.nl. W. (JaDe. Willtln$on·) .ade tva lIttelllpts to Interf­
ere Wl th the cO_lind here. Genl. H. [Halllpton 1 hll$ a$surances thilt it h not t< be
touched by IInot!!er untlll a unction is lIlade with an other arlllY /i.e."

~rite to lie "ddressed here/Yr friend truly
H.... tklnson[Henry.Col.,later

Belg.Genl.

t' ;fa-ri""­
.A~A.<7~

#~4

Dr 19. Gen 1 . Wade Halllpton "a s ordered to penetra te Canada to"a rd Hontreal. He d ld go
a". far as Odell TOlo'n, J us t VI th I n the borders of Canada. "est va rd of Roulle·. Po i nt.
Rather than pUsh "head.he returned toChalllplain andlllarched "estlfard to a pOint near
the pr",sent tovn of Chllteaugay,lo'h<lre he encamped for tlo'enty six day a...alt.ing
orders.
·James Wilitinson rose to Brig.Genl. In the American Revolution and "as a Maj ,Genl.
at the time of this letter. He resigned March 16.1614 and died February 4.1635.
Josi.;lh .'>ne11ing "as promoted to Colonel in 1819. He "as commanding Officer and
builder of Fort Snelling,Minnesota - August i820 to May 1825. See Snelling letter
dat<ld.at "Ft.St. "'nthony Feb 20. 1822".original n"me ...hich ...as ch"nged to Fort
Snelling in honor Of its builder by Gen1.Winfleld Scott on January 7, 1825.



Washington 21st Qctr 1814

My dear Ann,

I enclose a paper wh.lch contains a letter from Govern~r

Wright of Congress, It will shock the feeltngs of any savage. DeSire Elbridge

or Thomas to have it published in the Patriot, with this addition, "That General

Stewart Informed a member of the Senate of the U. States, that the British

officers stripped young ladies at the same time, &; obliged them to stand before

thase Cannibals an bour &; an half naked, 1& untiU they permitted these d,lstressCl:S

females acaJn to cIoath themselves and that Admiral Coburn, is Cockburn, the

Infamous Cockburn. Accept with dear mamma &; the Ch.lldren the Arr{: regards

of yours sincerely &; affect'ly

E. Gerry

P. S. OCtr 23. Since writing the above, I have called On some Gentlemen, who

lodge at Mrs Suters. of whom I mentionCl:S to your dear Mamma some anecdotes.

J saw her two sisters, who had left Washington on the approach of the enemy &.

who informed me "That General Moss with several BrItish officers came to

their Sister's House, near to the Treasury building, &: to the PreSident's house,

&; desired to have Coffee ready for them on their return, calling her by name,

that before their return other British officers whom she had mistaken for the

same, came In &; seated themselves at the tea table. That all the officers wore grey

coats over thelr uniforms, "ma:!e it dIfficult to dlsUnguish them--- Th:lt when

General Moss, who It seems was a genteel welt behaved man of about 30 or 35

years Old, came In, he appeared to be Surprl2:e:l, till Informed of the mlsto'\ke.

That She Immediately replenIshed her CoUce pot, of which he made her drink,

before he took any hlmseU. That one of the officers then told her th3t Admiral
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TIlE ~'TERNMAILS

•••
-

THE DAY TilEY BURNED THE WHITE HOUSK!

Br i t i sh art Ulery ott i cer'.$ let ter of Septellber 2, I 814 .... vi vid eye II I tne••
account of the battle of Bundenllbur,."the taking of Washington.the burnlnq

of the Capltol and the Prelilidents House.Written by one IIho took part 1n the
action. a fell days after the event. Much Interesting detail of the cOllposition
of the British force COllanded by .Haj .Genl.Robert Ross,the destruction Of
the dock yard, arsenal and military stores by the Americans to prevent frolll
falling into British hands.'" fascinating historicalletter.SE£ tranllcript
on follol/lng pagell.Folded cover carried by British pilcket to Engund all per
PORTSMOUTH SHIP LETTER.rated 1/2 and on arrivill at Glouster it \jail rented
1/100 shilling 10 pence) and forl/arded.



H.M. Shtp Hoyal Oak.

PatlUl:cent Riv ....

...y d.a.. Fath....

I kilO" it viII give you the g....ate.t I,l.a.u .

t.o kno.. of" t.h•• I..o.t. unpa...ll.ll.d .ucc••• of" our lit.t.l y.

~••r .. iv.d at. t.h••out.h of" t.h. Cho•• p••k on t.h. l'th Augu.t.

aCt ... on. oC t.h. long•• t. and .o.t t..diou. voy.g•••v.r knovn

.nd 1_od1.t.oly pr...c ••ded up t.hi. riv.r ".;ith o ... r ..hoI. Cl•• t.

t.h....~ l.nd.d at. B.nedict on tho 19th. Th. prl•• ry obJ.ct oC

tho .",p.dition .... to .tt..act the .tt..ntion of' tho .n••y and

pr.v.nt hi.... i"f"o ..ci"g hi.....y in the North - ..hich ..... i ....

gr•• t ••••ur••tC.ctod by Our l.ndinc. but it ~•• d•• ir.bl. to

i ...cr•••• hi ••1.... by t.hr•• t..ning t.h. C.pit.ol .nd doing hl••11

the injury ..hich .0 ... 11 • f"o ..c. v •• cap.bl. oC. ... h.d b••n

join.d .t B.r.ud. by tho 21.t R.gi ••nt. 1000 .tr,-ng .Ild • co.p.ny

ot Artill.ry .nd ln tho Ch•••p.ak by • batt.lion of" ....rln••• G.nl.

Ro •• IAnd.d .t the ho.d ot ),'00 b.yon.t.. V. l.nded but ....11

proportion ot c.nnon .nd • f" rock.t••• tho G.nl ..... t ••rtul

ot inc b.rin.c hi ••• 1C nt.i ly d•• t.ituto of' .ni..l.

Co.. D f"t _ ... proc••ded up t.h ight. b.nk ot thO riv ... looking

tro.. it••ourc. to M.rlborough. t.h. bo.t. of" the Cl•• t. .dvancing

at tho .a"'. ti.... our int.ntion b.ing to de. troy • tlatill. of"

.no.y boat. lying in tile .. iv.r, vhich vA. acco..pli.h.d On tho 22nd

..h.n Co"""odo.. Rarnfly· .. lIo co"""and.d the"" tinding it illlpo •• ibl.

t.o ••v. the.. , •• t. eh.... on Ci ... and ",arch.d hi. "en to join t.h.

Americ.n army.

On the 2) ..d it wA. d .. t ...."'in.d that ... should ...rch

.g.inst ....hington and ....dvanced • f ..v mil •• On tho dir.ct ro.d

I h ..d by thi. ti",. coll.ct ..d a gr•• t numb of hor••••nd had

form"d ••~all Corp. of Cav.lry of my driv ith th••• di.pur••d

.0 •• to mek. an epp.aranc. of our boing in Co .. c .. , "e pur.uod the

Qnomy on the :24th who retirod into V.ehington and brOlaking up the

two brldgo•• in tho "' .... "time our army lIad taken •• lIddon turn to

• Commodore Joshua Barney U.S.Navy.
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~he rith~ lOnd "'e .rrived .t BI.den.burg ",here there .....no~h.r

bridge ",hlch h.d not been d •• troyed .l.o.t .~ ~ha ti •• ~he oth.r.

"'er. blo"n up _ The A.eric.n. "'.re very .trongly po.~.d .~ .Om.

heitht ..hich ov.r-Iook.d the riv.r ~hey h.d 10 lin•• oC cannon

.nd, •• Co..odor Barney ..ho ......ound.d .nd t.k.n ~old 1.1•••av.n

or eight ~hou••nd men. Our anay "'a...uch 1"atitued .nd the re.r

"'ae nearly tvo mile. oCC - never~hele ••• Genl. Ro•• Judged it

r.tglH ~o order an i_edia~e .~~ack by ~h .. ~roop. in 1"ron~ b.Cor.

~hey could r.cov.r 1"rom ~h. con1"u.ion ~b ..y "'..re evid.n~ly in _

th.. at~ack va••x.cut.d and in .n hour the en..my .... driv.n 1"ro.

covaring halC oC hi. po.ition .nd r.~ired in tre.t con1"u.ion

l.aving .v.ry on. oC hi. gun. in our po••••• ion _ about On. halC

oC our ~roopa only v.re .ngag.d _ G.nl. Ro.a ha••xpr••••d hi••alf

.x~r••• ly pl••••d ",i~h the conduct oC ~be ar~ill.ry On ~h. occa.ion

and h•••entioned ~he. In the .o.~ dl.~lngui.hGd mann.r in ~h.

Public order.. In the .v..ning, ~ha anay .arched in~o ~.ahlng~on.

a C.v ..usketa only baine 1"irad on u. ~han i_Gdia~.ly proca.ded

~o burn tha C.pi~ol. a moa~ hand.o.a, .laelOn~ buildine ~h.

Praaidont'. hou.a and .11 ~ha public orrica. _ ~ha anamy hi••alr

.a~ Cira ~o ~ha dockyard .r.anal and all hi...ili~ary .~orahou.a.

and In ~h. morning ..a proca.dad ~o .cco.pli.h ~ha da.~ruc~ion or

~ha cannon .nd avarythine ..hich had a.capad tho rl...... Tha lo.a

oC ~h. A.arican••u.t hava bean i_an... , ~h.ra .... r .....v ..n Or ai,h~

.agazinaa blown up durLng tha ni,ht. Tha navy_y.rd appaarad to

hava baan rull or .~or•• _ all of ..hicb hava baan da.~royad•••

v.ll •• ~h. building. to,a~her ",ith ..11 ~h.. Rope Walks' in ~h. pl.c.

in C..c~ ••verythina that could b. of us. ~o ~h•• in .. 1'.101.1 or

..ili~ary I)oin~ oC vi.... 206 pi.co. or ordinanc. have b•• n tak.n

by 1.1., Wa comm.ncad our march b..ck ~o ~h .. rl ... ~ on the ev.ning or

25th and .mb.rk.d on the JOth.

Tha .n....y n"v.r h ..ving dar..d to .ho.. hime.IC. C.nl.

Roa. hlOa r.comm.nded me for promotion ..hich T truat there la little

doubt oC my gettinG' J am very anxious to haar Crom England,

having received nO letter .ince the beginning of April .....

• Long narrolo/ buildings vhere rope Is made. J.Murhill"
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The Attack on Baltimore
~",,"'ll.lf,lI/f

a.,.... Aml1 .,-:===
_1>T w....~

---

...

I) (
The following 1. taken frOIll a 1"(-.......
letter Written in the forlll of ,
~ Journal by a Briti'h officer
starting on Sept.IO.I814; -10th
Sept Chesapeake the ecica. ",ust 1.-
lIIake Peace theIr country I' Just defenceless
and if we please we .. Ight destroy as lIIuch as was
conceived necessary it the war continueS,ve ..ust
levy contrIbutions tor the ell;pence of it on the count,es
that are eJtposed - lie are nov going to Baitilllol'e - Illy principal objection i. the
siCkly season, and Its beIng short tOI' a Coup de Hun - 1 WIsh that we had 90ne to
the ~orth tor tvo 1II0nths and then returned.The A.IIIerlcans In general are very
averse to the liar - they have nothin9 to anilllate thelll,and their only pleasure i.
raIlIng at each other.vhlch they do to pel'fection _ the "Ind IS t.Ir and I shall
be at the mouth ot the Patapsco (rtvel'] tonight {SEE MAP] _ I trust ve sh.l1
succeed,but J fe.r our informatIon IS not sufficIently cOl'rect. the Adllllra!
{Sir AleJtander Cochrane,ln command ot the British fleet on the North Alllerlcan
StatiOi'll has been over persuaded to ch~nge his plan _And I think so has
the Genera! [Ross] by Cockbul'n I Rear Admil'al ,George] and the Quarter Master
general. both da!:lhing sanquine men, fU!l of Zeal and enterprise but sail rather
f~st. 16thSept •...... We !anded on the 12th fourteen lIliles trom Baitilllore
at North point [SEE !'lAP l.r tOOk leave of the General [Ross] about six lIliles on
the road,at tvo O'clock - at three the enemy were discovered a •. d just as our Troops
were tormed an untortunate Ball strUCk Illy esteemed and gallant triend [Ross J _
the only words he spOke .,ere "take me to the Royal Oak and it I die request the
Adminn to write my wite". I slncere!y lament him _ I had formed a strong friend­
ship for him and it ..·.s reCiprocal - he was not only a brave ,but he "as a good m<ln
- he was always in the tront,at Washington he esc<lped by a miraCle, he had two
horlles shot under him. J have written Mrs,Ross _ she is <It BristOl .,ith his Brother.
He died on his way to the beach in thc arms ot <I Lieut ot the Royal Oak who had
always ilccompanled him. [Lieut llaymcs aide to Ross] I h<lve had his body preserved

Three E"nUuI DaIs
s.,._I1-If.lllf
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and lie propose burying him at Hallifax [Nova Scotia] and erecting a monument.
Our Army defeated the Americans but On their approach to Baltimore they found
it defended by a strong intrenched camp with double their numbers to defend it
- h'e had got vithin shot of the Batteries - but thay had sunk ships to prevent
our approach - our bombs COUld only throw shells into the Forts - they could not
reach the Tovn. Sa A.Cochrane [Admiral} was in the SURPlllSE and your fnend In
the SEA HORSE vith Gordon [Capt.James A.] as fine a fello" as ever,
It became a question "ither the Camp shOUld be stormed - It "as considered that
lie might force the lIorks,but that our lOSS "ould be more than our little army
could stand - it vas therefore resolved to retreat which they did and embarked
without mOlestation. If the General had lived hewould have retreated,
and there IS only this to be said that on approaching Baltimore it was found to
strong and "e gave up the enterprise having beat a superior force on the road­
My Own opinion IS that if it had been attacked by the Bayonet in the night it
shOUld have succeeded but it vas a greater riSk than Col.[A.} Brooke ["ho took
over comroand on the death of Ross J vas authorised to run - he is a very good
officer ,"e have not lost ..any men _ they all did their duty famously - the Seamen
vere particularly steady - six hundred of them lIere on shore.
James as usual got credit _ he knovs his business but his Brigadier is a great fool
- Col-Paterson of the 21st _ it is distressing to see so fine a Regiment in the
baCk ground from the heads vanting that necessary artiCle. 1 am just returned to
my ship [Royal Oak 1 \Ie all find occupation and our ships are generally aground
every day - 1 told you in my last that Capt.Db: vas appointed to the
MENELAUS [3B gun frigate - to replace Capt.Sir Peter Parker \lho had been killed]
- Capt. Crofton "ho takes charge of this,vas my Captain for a few days he appears
a gentleman like man he \las only acting - there is an old friend of Illine On this
sta t i on tha t 1 hope to get hold of, Capt. Pearce, I have nO\l got my lower deck guns,
so that I begin to hold upmy head,but this liar must not contJnue-

We should make peace as soon as possible .
. . James Pasley commanded the Seamen that lIere landed from the ROYAL OAK - he

is a spiri ted fello\l [and probably the James refered to above). YOu wi 11 see Capt.
Capt. Carlton - he was in the Action lIith James when you have heard his story
wri te Jane. Pul t. Malcol ..~

••••• * •••••••••••••••••••••••

·0 SAY! CAN YOU SEE BY TilE DAWN'S EARLY LIGHT"

This letter was lIritten onboard the HMS ROYAL OAK,74 gun Frigate,by RearAdmiral
POUltney Malcolm,Commander of the troop convoy. SEE MAP for the positions of the
troop ships off North Point and the liar ships firing on Fort McHenry.Rear Admiral
George Cockburn lias in charge of the fleet of var ships, Malcolm lias in charge of
the troop convoy, Major General Robert Ross in chilrge of the army troops and Vice
Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane \las in overall command of the expedition as veIl as
the North American Station. During the burning of Washington the British had taken
Dr.h'm.Beans captive.FrancJs Scott Key had been taken onboard Cochrane'S flagship,
SURPRIZE. to negot ia te Beans successfu I release. Before they could lea ve the night
bombardment of Fort McHenry had began and the action that follo"ed forever immor­
tal~zed our National Anthem,The Star-Spangled Banner.When Key sail the American
flag stil1l1aving over the fort in the early hours of da"n,he IIrote dovn his notes
for the song. The follo"ing is in reference to nameS above: Col-Arthur Brooke,
Capt. Edllard Dix and Capt. Edward Crofton.
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EUSTIS. WltLlA.II _ Sec _r LS, liar Dept. I sept. 2:. to t oov-rnor f Pennsy
IoTn.l p"S...... 11'1 <Tt •

h<.>vund trool' re'lui,e throu De r~ n •. I fIN! )W C'"""'" by the Pre tie
to have them detached and rendezvous in such pert of the State as will enable them t
io;n the ....rt"-.tem ermy in the State of Ohi.., .s soon as practical... Postscript
In (ustls' hand. ·'It is cJesired t:-.. t t~ 8riCl<'de should consist of f- "'" hundred
,nfantrY." Docket illdl :ates 2,(\Cl() en _~e furnl.oheo.

~"'----------~-



,

,

•
,

,,

-
,

<

, ,.\

"
, ,,

~ ,
,

,, ,
" , -

,
, , ,

"

,

"



TIlE WE~'TERN MAIL':>

II 1 I

,

Folded lette.r above ls dated at -London 27 Decelll.18l<l-.It IS postlllaked by the
-POST PAID WITH ORAW~ SHIP LETTER/LONDON/30 DE 30/1814.Just when It left Eng­
land ls not certain, but It was over 5~ lIIonths before Its ",rrlval on !'tay 17th.
1815 at Phlladelphia a. per postlllark.vhere h v"'s rated SHIP 27\ and forwarded
to Rhode Island.
:liote:The Srltlshgovernlllent had a aonopoly on the .... ll. and all over.ea.mall
had to go v1a a lila 11 packet. During the years 18141815 a letter could be .ent
by any vessel not being alllail packet or by ",n individual.it it VllS po.tlllarlCed
as a WITH DRAWS SHIP LE'M'ER.otherwise it would be SUbject to confiscation.'he
postlllarlC was ,;truck over the folded letter-JoInt to prevent further enclos.­
urlle.The .... rkln'11 ••carc. but fine ex"'..ples as above are rare.

TREATY OF GHENT ENDING THE WAll OF 1812.

COlZUllerclalletter written the day after the arrival of the Treaty of Ghent
in London and the day before it was ratified by the Prince Regent _ Dec. 28.
1814: "We congratulate you 1lI0.t .incerely on the near approach of Peace
betveen our two countries -'0 long and anxiously desired _ the Preliminary
Treaty frolll the COl\llllssioners at Ghent haVIng arrived yesterday _ has been
ratIfied by the Prince Regent _ & ,,111 be forwarded ..-ithout delay. to the
United States for the Signature of the President - vhich "e cannot doubt will
be Obtained - untll that takes place.hostllitles are not to cease .
We hope to get this on board the M. W. which carries out the Treaty.".
Tho. Oi ckason & Co. to Mell. rs. Brovn & I veil. providence R. I .

••••••••••••••••••••••••
The British sloop of war FAVORITE salled from England on the 2nd ot January.
1815, i1nd arri yed at New York wi th the Treaty on the II th of February. The
intelligence wall too l11te to prevent the battle of New Orleans which tOOk
place on January 8th. It may be that a duplicate WilS sent on another ship all it
vas a cOlll.lllon procedure in those days.
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SPANISH SURIitENOER OF PENSACOLA TO TilE AMERICAN 181'1

Historic letter ~ritten by HaJ.George H.Brooke describing the capture
at Pensacola.West Florida tram the Spanish and British on Nov.7.1814.
He vrites tro. Pen••coUl June lilt IB15, "After. most teadlous lind
fatlgelng a.rch or tventy d.ys through the vilderne•• ,from Applachl'
cola.ve arrived at this place.vhich ve entered.vlthout reSiStance
notvlth.tandlng,the repeated declllr.tion8 at the Sp.nlsh Officers.
th.t ve should be tired on.We .oved on ready tor actlon,expecting a
shot every .0ment.The Governor had retired to the Barranca. [Fort]
a .trong vork,commanding the entrance of the Bay at Pen••cOla. vith
about 300 troop••deterained to defend it to the laat extremity! •• he
sald).On the 25th ultimo ve set dovn before hiS vork,and lay to next
.ornlng.erected a battery In 320 yds of the upper Fort.A aevere cann­
adlng co.-enced at aun rlae.lasted that day and part of the next.
vhen he thought proper to capitulate.A Flag at truce v•• reed. Juat
aa the .tormlng parties had been foraed.[Wantlng]to aurrender - the
peace va••ccepted.othervi.e not ..ny of thea vould not have vltneslled
the ri.ing of the .un.We had .. fey killed and vounded.the enemy aany
more. Genl Jack.on[Andrew} with his Volunteer. set out tor Tenne••••
the day before yeaterday.The vhole of the Floridas.v!th the{exception]
of St Augu.tine.ha. been ceded to the American Force•• subJect to the
dece.lon at the President of the United Statea.1 trust they VIII never
be returned.aa in the pre.ent .ituation of Spaln.she I. entirely un­
able.to restraln.or keep In check. her own Indians.vho hated the Span­
.sh lnhabetant•• a. their .lave•• killing their cattle and de.trOYlng
their property a. they plea••d.la. nov the CIVil and Millt.ry Governor
of ~eat florlda.vlth •••uch trouble upon ay hand•••••ny tellow ever
had.The Pepole are extremely dl.satlsfied.not wlthstandlng.thl. fine
"'-erlc.n liberty ve have been telling thea of. ThiS 1. the .ost
beautiful .1te tor a Tovn I have ever seen. and the harbOr.th. handsom­
est .nd[best)basln of vater in the vorld.large enough to cont.ln the
~.Vlea of Europe.Shlpa of the largeat cl.ss.have aufflclent depth of
vater over the bar.at all tl.... there being never Ie•• than 24 feet.
and generally 26.1 have sade no acqu.intances as yet.although the
be.Uty .nd the aalle. of the fe.ales.are certainly great Induceaent.1
h.ve seen so.e aost lovely voeaen.It is strange I h.ve not reed.
single letter froa Va[Virginia]vith the exc@ption of Allmond •• aince
left the State. Before 10ng.I viII vrite you aore in detail.a. nov,
there .re tventy peraon•• vaiting on hiS Excellency the Governor.and t
have JUSt excu.ed ay.elf for a fev ~o~ent•• to take advantage at an
expre••• golng to Fort Hontgo.ery.to vhich place add rea••e

Yr. ever truly & sincerely/Geo.K.BroOke"

?·.4·~L
By the Tre.ty of Paria in 1783 the Floradas vere returned to Spain by
the Britllh. At the tlile of th1B letter the British vere uSln',; the
~ort of Pensacolll in operatiOns a~ainst the Unlted States Qurin~ the
war at 1812.An~revJackeon had led an expedition to run the Briti.h
out at Ileit Florada althou9h the U.S. did not vant to provoke a vllr
vith $pain.As it turned out there ~as no battle for Pensacola and
Spain dropped her ciail<l to I'lest Florada at the end of the War of 1812.
Then on February 22,1819 Spain ceded East Florida to the United State•.
The IIriter.George Ii.Brooke.enlisted liS a lieutenant in the army in 1808
lind had ju.t been promoted to Major May 1.1814.f1e died Mar.9,18S1 lIith
the rank of Major General.
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IHDIAIf PRISOIIIE.RS 01' WAR

Henry Clay vri tes to W., H. Crawford, Secretary of War. about pr isonera taken 1nto
captIvity by the Indians at the River Rusin and Fort Meigs,

·Washington Dec.26 1815
SIr There IS reason to believe that aOlleot the prisoners,taken by the Ind1ans.
In the battlea at the river Raisln and at Fort Meigs,aay yet be held 1n captIvity
On one or both ot those occaaions, Indians were observed, On the side at the eneay.
whose costulles and statures indicate that they belonged to tribes that had never
before engaged us in war. These tribes are supposed to have come ftoll towards or
perhaps beyond the head Of Lake Superior.lt is known to be the practice of the
Indians to diVide amongst their several tribes the captives that victory lIay place
place in their pover ... Salle ot our prisoners ..ay have been Col tried avay by remote
tribes and yet rellain In bondag..... t the battle of Fort Meigs Charles Postlethwait
was wounded. His father,John POlJtlethvait of Lexington K... has several tllles
SInce heard Of him,and has recently received sOllle intormation vhich induces hi.
to thlnk it poslJible that hi. son lIlay be yet alive ... how painfUl the state of
uncerta 1n t y otpa rents and rela t i ves must be, under SUch ci rcullstances .... 1t is
perhaps the duty Of the government _ it vould certainly be an act of humanity,
to employ all practicable means to recover and to restore to their triends any
pri&oners yet detained. I ahould think that through the Indian agents, and by
other measures in the pavel' at Govetnment.an inquiry could be InstItuted, and if
any prisoners are found In the lIituation supposed, that they might be regained

•• J shall be glad to be enabled to communicate tOMr.Postlethwait,or to any
other person concerned,the steps that you may think proper to take ... H.ClayM

•••••••••••••••••••••••
Henry Clay,the noted ...merican statesman, vas a cousin of General Green Clay,
who led the 3000 Kentuckians to the relief of Fort Meigs in the var of 1812.
SEE General Wm.llenry Harrhon's letter on the battle of Fort Meigs in thh
collection under date of "5th May 1813".
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