
TIlE WESTERN ltWLS

STIAN 10

OHIO A MISSISSIPPI R1\'I:RS

SULTA."A.~...hHltr of 9Z4 toIlS. Bullt at Cndnnu.lln 1848 to openu In the
~ OrieaN'Sault Lou.-Lou.IIvIIk t~, Attordinll to tM L,rtIe u.. she ..... tM
thlrd oo.t wIl:h th. name to opeDte on the mld_Hft "''en prior to 1868. She
bunted at s.mt Loti. June 12, 1851

ne IUUl oo.t to ~r the- n....e, and the- _lI<ltOIVt;y, .... bulllll'l 1863 and
exploded a few mllH.oove Memphi!lon tM nlK!lt ofApril 27, 18M. At \'lckJburwshe­
h..t taken on 1,886 army tl'tltlp 11'1 ..tdltlon to her regIl.... pUIInlgers. Thill In spite
of the lepI limIt orthe boat bdnll376 Includll'lll theC~, The disaster that foUowed
..nU WIth the TItanic ... 1"" gnoatelt manne disaster or all time_ 'The Io»a In Ii,Oft.
elIUmated at 1,547



TIlE WESTERN MAILS

JOHS WAJlllo"E.L Sldo-...hftter 01 391 tons. Buill .. New Albany, I"daan. U. 1866.
O~ tf'd In 1M M_n. N__,ppi t...o.. I>"til 'M w-.1OId U) 1M U"ited St_
Go IIM"1 In 1864

eo..~ ,,,,",11 ..... ~marUd u S.teho:s 0" tM lohss_ippl Dec 21, 1856.

Th~ .......... C'OW'I" lip. plCtunoi. stn.mboC with 1M Iollooorut, les'md: "PEOPU:
I~OEPE,'"Df:.''TLISE PUU'nO" MMUI" .....UI!ft" C1..k ~IarX-.ri R...-PK!I:"-·



TIlE WESTERN MAILS
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER STEAMBOAT

IlARRY OFTlIF. Wt:ST, Sodo-whH)n- or400 tons. She w.. btl~t,n 1843 btlt
n" ,nf"rmatw,n &>It" where btl,lt or final d"p""it.,n

Co,~r lhown was carr~ from NewOrlt&rl.'l on March 23, 1844, to Saint"'..
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SUCKER STAT~. SldeOwh~eler of ~24 tons. Rullt at Plttsbur,h In l~O

for the North~rn Llne Pecket Company. H~r firal capteln waf T.B.
Ithod~, end h,'r ceptaln during 1866-1869 wu Wto.P.IHllht. She burned
end waa abandoned In the Alton Sloullh in 1872.
Th~ Cover and b! II of lad! nil are good examples of both h"ndst"",ped
and printed markings.
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STBAMER DUTTB lias a sternvheeler built at Sewickley,
Pennllylvanh in 1879 tor the Benton Line. She burned
12 miles above Old Fort Peck,Montana,Auqust 1,1883.
The bill at lading Villi lIent to T.e.power 6. Bros. llt
Fort Benton by Joseph K1pp the son at James Kipp the
tur trllder in charge at Fort Benton tor many years.
The only recorded ~.rk1ng at this steamboat.



MISSISSIPPI RIVER
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ctry OF ST.LOUtS. Thlt ~a~ a la,~e tide-whee Ie, of ahou'
300 feet In l"n~lh. Il wu built at Jeffersonville.lndlana
In 1883 fo, th" Anchor Lln~. She caught fire and burned .t
C,rond,ICl. Mlnourl In 190]. H", roost not"ble l"I.oen~er

wa. Pre.ld,·nl ....... McKlnley In 1901.Lcne. shown ~a. ~rltlen

on board the boal and I ••ddre ....d lo Keokuk,Iowa.



UPPER MISSWRI RIVER
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RED CLWD. LeUer wrttten ,n board the Red Cloud Jlln.. 8,1871'1. The followlnl!:
Is h ... thh t"tter: ''Our dcuaetMwnt ""mbe.. sillty sill ..,n lCanedlln Mounted
Pulice recruit, enroute to Fort Wal.h,Caneda> and If It were not for the
rowdy ele~nt, wlluld be a happv f~lly. t Wi' under the Impre.,lon that th
a.terlal c~polllnR the Mounted ~Iice was chosen for tntellilence ~ physique.
Now I ha~ ... t all cllssee of euelety In thle ltfe ••• 1 have had deallnRS with
t~ harde.t of c•••• but I'll back e~ of OUr perty •• being the Ir.ate't of
bleck-lI11ard•• 5<_ .r" whlekey .oaked bu_rs the ,CUOl of the back Hr ,-t,
oth"r, are puny decrlpld creatures 'endlnll whom to this country I. little
short of .. rd. r ••• the "'aJorlty are a .plendid lot of fellow...... I<:out was
taken On board thl' ~rnlnll who h..d orders for uS to .t ..nd at the H.. rla, fifty
.lle, below Fort Benton. From thence we have .. march of 160 mile. to Fort
\I .. tah." H,· reports "Sittinll Bull on the TampeRe". The <:over wa. placed in th..
Post OfClc.. at Fort BenLon On June 10th.



TIlE WESTERN ftWLS
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HEL£NA. Sternvhee1 Steallboat bu 11 t at Ca 11 torn ia. Pa. ,
in 1878.tor the Benton Block P Line.A large lllountain
boat 194' xJ3'vithil 4.5' drlltt.Served 10 years in
the Fort Benton - St. Lou 1s trade on the H1 ssour1 R1 vel'.
Snagged and wreCked at Bonho_e hl"nd OCtober 23.
1891.0nlykovn .arklngoftheHELEHA _ Aug.21.1882.
The lIlil"ge betv.en St.LoU1S land Fort Benton l!;hovn above.
is rro. the advertising card ot the stealllboat LILLIE
MARTIN. The hlandstall:lp or the HELENA is on reverse of cover .
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KEY WEST. Stern.wh.,.,I.,r of about 422 ton•• Sullt at Pltt.burgh
In IH71 ror th., Coul.on Line. Operated On the Upper ~i ••ourl
until 1882 when .he Waf .old and her n~ changed to NEW
IBERIA. Cover waa po.tmarked at Yankton,Dakota Territory on
October 17th in the 1670's.
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UPPER MISSOURI RtVER
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eLAC~ HtLLS. Stern-wheeler of about 350 toni built at taljfornla,
Pa. In lK77 for the Siock P. Ltne. Operated On the Upper MII.~rl

until .he wa. crushed in the Ice at el.-arck.Dakota Territory On
I1arch 28, 18K4.
tOyer .hown was used a. a receipt for wood by the clerk of the
Slack HUls.



UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER
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TIlE WESTERN MAlLS

f,flSSOURI RIVER
PAl: WEST. PliJboobl) 1M _ r_ 01 aI welUnl _boau. It w•• stn-n·whHIK built •
P1ltabu,""" Pa. In l870byC~S.8 eo...... 1'00" 1M loI_riRn-tndo: DunlllliM IndlUlt.-~ In
1M 1870's he .... (:hut~ by 1M l'S Army lO h-.uJ troDp8..-d SII~ up 1M N_r1 lOlhe~•
...d Wont.... T.ill!l~__ l'n..... C."uIn G.... llolarsh wbroushi 0iI1 tMwoundiPd, 1OODwIn,IMe­
M_rt, wtlk'h • knnwn to hloltory. tM BatU.ol'IM Utile 8l« HOI"Il. tki" 710 ...... P--ae l'rom!.he
La~ a.c 110m llt\'ft', lnlo!.he 8l& ,......... l dIowsI.oM and 101 ,; Ri\~_ ~ In tM r«ont brtP;InJ
111M or 6( houl"L She brnu"'i the I\nI ""'" oLt... m.- to Fort Abrah.... LinI:oIn on JIlly Go 1876.

The ro..........n "P'"tm...Rd .r o.kouTn-ntory ... July II. 1882.TIwlnlntorlwMC! IIl'rOOO1
1M 1'u1"Wi" or I"" ,'...... _ In n'lIa IO i.~ on. _ofilw........un.c _u do.,. the mow
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l!PPER MISSotJRI RIVER

,SOURI RIVER & FT. 8Enrn~ PauET .....
M

I£Ll.lt 1'£0:. Stlrn-vtleel.r..:>f .bout 35 Coal. Built I' IIr .......
Ivln•• h. in 11171 and v...UlI o~ntl... AI latl a \ 2.She
Val oWned by Durf_ 60 1\,,,k and he, flnt Clptlln Val the _II
kn...... Gnnl l1anb of r~ WEST f_. In \872 ,he ran I rae.
vith the FAl VEST fra. Sl~. City to Fort Ben, on Ind ratura
2800 _I '1. and lost by thr_ bour •

",.IIIt1.

•
/

7<1
/

A; <

-- "'0.



-­•

, IIILL, CUIf.'CS cr, roo 's ,V-:u "nTH £1,1'£,

/itu Z(,.. ,. .l((~'V G '< ;J-! /

/1, l( « ;Iu~o STEAMER SELKIRK, 'Dr.

/ ( ('11;,. Jl(~

/( / .6u /
Jr, (

I

• • • • • • • • • • >!?l THE 00 ,.................nAs CITY OJlAtlA, SIOUX CITY, FORT BENTO. ........ •

j rOll ST. LOUIS, I • <c. ,_~ /172
Capo 30" P.llC......T. !( _ .
rR'. • ".Dr.

i ~o ~)h·oml,!l:"

j ~... ~- . / 2..7,:/'
~ " ,. r-- ---./
• /Zi r (
1 J / (; ~/, •.,
4 II ,ll'ay"-. ft/j; • •~.~..__~~;......'""--_..-......---> -~ .. '"'.... _..



OH 10 RlIfER
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THE DR. HAnR MEDICINE C~.

415 CHRISTY AVE.

St. Louis. Mo.

RED CUlJD. Storn-"huhr of about 400 tono.llutlt at Jaffeuonvtlh. Ind.
In IH7J for the EVANSVILLE & TENNESSEE RIVER PACKET COMPANY. In 1871 .he
wao aold to t.e.Baker for the Hio.ourl ltv,", trade. On July 11,1882 ,ho
hit. on&, above Fort Deck,Montana Territory and .ank. see other Cover
In thl. axhlblt.
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PHIL.SCHECKEL. A .-all local packet, of 90 toni Or le'l, oper.tlnR
in the Chippewa Rlv.r trade betwe~n Reed. Landing ~ Ea~ Clalr.,litl.
o..ned and op.:ratad by Captain Phil.Sd...ck"l. Letter Itlte.;"Ii. art
only ..king 1 or 2 trip. a week now •• Chippewa tI very low." It I.
IIl1n~d "John" who tl probably the clerk of the bolt - J ,V,R, Lyooan
Po.tmarked at Reedl Landing On the Mllllsltppi Aug~lt 15,1878.



..... lIPIIE D EA.OLE.
w:;,aJ.-'"

~ 0.518n abo.. I. pTint~d In .Iolet on the rever ..
of ttlu <:_e••

SI'I.L\D EACU. Side-vh"el~r built at I1adlaon.lndlana
In 11113 for the &agl~ Pac~t C~pany of saint Lou! ••
Sh "p"'ra~ed In the Hlninlppl and I1linoh Rlv.. r
track. In 111111 ah" v" dl_tled and her ~nglnea and
boilera Olea pu.t tn a new boat of the ._ nalll<.

Co¥er originated at Peoria on the Illlnol' RIver and
I. addre.,.d to the Clerk of the Spread E&8I~ at
Alton on th.. Mi.,i.'ippi in the 1870',.



UPPER lHSSISSIPP[ RIVER
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lEY CITY. 51~· ..beoel.r uf lS9 ton•• Ilu.Ht .t C{ndnnatl In 18.~

f r the Hlntlelot. P.cket C.-panv. She .....bandoo>ed In un '.llIe
r .... pon..rbd.t Dubt.>q".. ,t"",. on April 19.1llS7.
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NORTHERN LIGHT. Slde· ..heeler of 414 tons. Ilullt at M.dl."n,Ind.
in IllS7 for the Mlnnelotl Packet C~pan~. She Itruck paCked Ice.
In Coon SIOURh In 1866, and lank within several _lnutel. The
cOver .... poltmarked It Prllrle du Chien In 1860.



MISSISSIPPI RIVER

COUlHBIA. Stern,,,"eele.
built et Cllnton.towe In
IM97 for C.H.Youn~. T~k

p,an In t .... rlYer p,aradol
for President 1lIeodo...
lOO&eYelt 1m 1907. Met a
tr~I~ ..6 On Jul ~.19Ia

..hen ,be j t a an.. end
• ."k .. It It. a lou of Oft
SO IIYe •

Letter t, .H••ned '0
C.H.Klma the C.pt.ln of
t be COLl.ItfIIlA •
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STEAHBOAT RAFTING ON TIlE UPPER MISSISSIPPI

"..",....-. _.--~

• LE CLAlo •

~ayigation Company.
......PT8 R"~ WITH ORSPATCH,.

The letter shown was
written by San. Van
Sant the preSident
of the Le Clalr~ Nav_
Igation Company and a
two term Governor of
~1!nne6ota.

Note the three raft­
boats listed On the
letter sheet: LAST
CIIAOCE _ J .W.MILLS &

TEN BROECK.

KIT CARSON. A large
stern-wheel ste""",r
built al Stiliwaler,
Mlnnesola in 1880
for the Burlington
L"..ber COIIlpany•
DI ....antied In 1915.

St~amboal rafting
on the Mississippi
Tiver during the
last two deadas of
the 19th century
wu big buslness.As
much as 600 ..Ill Ion
f~et of I"..ber and
logs was brought
down In one season .
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HEERMAN'Io

CHIPPEWA RIVER LINE.
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MINNIEnA AND UNION,
Light Dr&n Boats,

CHIPPE",A RIVER

HEER~N'S STEA~BOAT LINE. Operatln!\
a line of S1l1l11 ot""",boau In the
Chippewa River trade between Reeds
Landing and ~au Claire, ~tsconsln.

The cover shown names three of the
boats In the Une HINNlETTA·
IOWA CITY - IDA CA.'IPilELL - as we 11
as the UNION. See Wabasha Herald
add of April 20,1871.
These boats also pushed rafts of
logs down the Mississippi River to
Saint LOUis when not on the Chippewa
run.
They were small boats under 90 tons
and probably not over 1)0 feet In
lenl\th.

Mnll.\"~

,,' 'ali/boat f.im
~~

• on"
1M c••"n.L,'" ern,
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CHIPPEWA RIVER

L' L I 11
8'l;' ~MER

BUCKEYE

IlIJCKEYE. Sld~_wheeler of 69 ton.. Built at Reeds Landln;\,Mlnn.
In 1868. Sh~ operated on the Chippewa. St.Crolx and Minnesota
Rivers with her IIn_ port at Reed. Landing. Bill 0. ChampIon
al.o owned tile Steamboat CHA~lON. The BUCKEYE wa. abandoned
In 1890.

d~L~~r'9£'
-'I ri@""~ ..

\1;O~tnt'l OliIEl':E.WA :B'!.:r.LS1~1
.-- .... ""'no .., I.""'".

TO J'REIGHT ON

r

I

CHIPPEWA FALLS. Stern_wheeler of 93 tons. Built at Monongahela,
Pa. In 1857. Abandoned In 1868.



J/INNESOTA
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REEDS LAMDING. I )c.JOt ~ 0 It .nd ,r L Pe >1 I,
the MississippI acrose {roil tnellout of the Chtppelva

r I vee, In Wa basha County, HI nnesota. post or fi co ...as ',-- ta·
bllshed in IOSO.Cover P08t.~iHked REEDS LANDING,NTN.FEB.
918117.toLlncoln,!1Iino1B.
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UPPER MISSISSIPPI
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II:BLQl'E. Side-vbo!ele~ of 168 ton•• 80Jilt at
EIlu.bethlown,Pa. In \8'07 fo~ the Saint Louh.
..I ..... and tlubu""a trade. Sbo! .ank at "'nd •
Landini In I 55. Co..~ Is a bill of ladlnl

d at Saint Louh on Se~_ber 29.18>1, I'
at ca. t~d )UUlde the -at • by tbol a.;tl;lJlE.

,
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1878 - la:u .nn:1l.. II.\I."'!""'.
"•
CITY Of WJl'o'NIPEG. Buill on the 01110 Rr.'!'r In 1875 and~.. l<ftocnd
dow...lId uansportN by rllll....... lD~, MIft ••.,,;uU ..~~

..... """,~t lllId lIanwed ~ MISSESQTA. Shit was put in lhe ~ Rr\w
n.d~ ....0. 1'1", _u boat the MA....ITOII.A, N\d openud ror the
loltrthanu Intrmational Steambo-.I CoIIIpany_

in 1878 aM WU IOId 10 !.he CanIdIllN and her 11__ rhallJPd 10
the em Of' \\,l.;SIPEG opt'TaUR& (or the "'"lftll1pq: & W$Pm Tl'anspor
tat"'.. Cnmpan)' Shoo sank whlle Cruo<'<,nll Lake Wlftll,~ 10""'1'1 • lo-.d ul

1"-

,.
2

1878

•
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ANDY JOIlNSON S1de· ...h",ler or 844 I.OM. Built in IBM at Nadloon, Indiana for the
K~k Packt'l- Company. CruaM<l1n Ih.. .,.. gorg.. at SainI ~;" on D.....mbf'r 13, 1876.

Thf' I..u ..r ..........rltlen "" "'",nlth.. Antly John""n at the Kf'Okuk landing on AUluM 6,
1866. II ...u ..a..oed up """r, by .nothf'r bont .. per notation "WayAug6.--66," to oa""nport
...h...... Uw.. forw.rd..d to low.Clty,ia th.. MiMiAAll'p1.4,MiMouri Railroad. Th...I.mp .....
...n"f'Jll'd by rout.. "!l<'nl"M .4, M.II..H., lowi/Aug. 7,1866:

,



MISSISSIPPI RIVER

••• ,- r ••h._ ........ ,...
WILL U:.VI 1'0. '.II,T LOUI••.... ,

n.....".,... I'ao.
/11:\\ OIlU:I/lS TO ST. 1.01'15.

~........
, ­
.~_..,.. ............. ".
W,o. ...'." .., ...,."- .~ .... ~ '" ~­, --h· , ~ • '"".. .­
~ ..-., -"-'-'" ~-. , ..
'" II ----

.-.". ,,,,
,~•. ,, ..,..'-­_..-
......... _e

" -..., .."._"....... " ..,_ .•.­..

,...,
..

,1866

? / ,·r

}

r

U11'!I!Wl\. 51 de .m-l... of
l>lo6 :" ,. kill at Clncl n.stt
In l~) fOr the Atlantic and
t1luluippl St.....hlp C_pe.n

Took part In the Mlae 0
Vick.bur~ durin. the Civil
War and wa' al.o.t captured
b" t'" ConfIOdoerat.... Aftn

he war 'he operal.d [n the
saint Loui.-Mew Orleen. trade
untiL .he wa' ,naRied 10 .il"
below He IlOna , Arluln... 0
Dec...."". PI, I

I
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THOMPSON DEAN

•. L ........., au L Ma. Clort.

THOHPSOM DEAM SI~vhe.I.~ built at Cinctnnatl In 1&72
and vas dl--.ntl.d In 1382 with he~ cabin and ..chlner1
sotn. to tbe ......1, built IrILL S.IIAYS. OpI!~at.d III the
Ohio and Mlasiasippl tra~.

Sbe onc. carrted a load or 5,000 bales or cotton,lO,OOO
-.eks or cotton ..ed and 2,000 bushels or coal. Each
bal. or cotton wa. 5 rt lon8, 3 ft vide and watahed )00

poundl. l.ach sack of ...d was about the d_ of a aack
of f1ou~ and wal.lwd I2lJ pounda. The balel ...~e lUcked
12 tlerl htah vlth the rl~r betnK vlaabl. ollly fra.
the top deck and tM pilot hou... S"'" ..at ha_ loobd

~ ":::'~'1 sl_tlar to t plctu~e POlt card .t-n abo



RED RIVER

P.~~. Opcr.t~d in the New Orleans Red River trade d~rin~

the 18)0'1. Cover wa' carried from Alexandria May 27th to Kew
Orleans wher~ it entered the ~atl. On May 31.18)2.



TIlE WESTERN MAIlS
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Al'IARAHTIi. This v•• a ddevheeler of 293 tons,bullt at
S.1nt Lou1s in 1846.0per.ted On the uppper .nd lover
Missi:ul.pp1 as veil •• the lover Missouri. Lost 1n
1852. Cover used Nove.ber 9, 1849,probaobly rroll Nev
Orle.n. to Saoint Louis,vhere it entered the 11.1 Is .s
per the STEAM to llaork1ng.
OUB" ST PAUL II.MIL SliP 22 _ nO year daote but letter
ViiS dated 1869. A raore route aogent Ilarklng or DUBUQUE
&. Sf. PAUL IIIVER HAIL. See Civil War let tees or W. D.
H.le in Risvold COllection.
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llPPER HISSISSIPPI

MINNESOTA. Slde-....... ler
of 482 toni. Ilullt at
WbHllna, We.t Vlrllnl.
In 1866 for tbe H,rth·
ern LiMo Packet C.....ny.
Lou In 1&86.

Tba co~r .hootn po.t
..rked .t Dubuq , 1.....
on Jul, 14.1870 .

The letter .h~n above deacrl&e. a trip up river fro. Saint Loula
to Dubuque and ..a. written on board the bo.t July 12,11170, Th..
followlna \I frc. the letter: "We are landed on a rock In the
rapids above DfIvenport •• ,lefl St.Louia On the sle_r TOM JASPER,
reached K.okuk sunday night." Hen they changed to s s..aller boat
to take theft over the Keokuk raplda, becauae of low water and then
they were transferad to the MINNESOTA at Nauvoo, Illinot.:



TIlE WESTERN MAILS
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(1, Iff,.f J'ls.tl l"

l1.'t Sh.r"
JIt,

CltEAT LA.'l:ES STEA.'l8OAT MAIL
eovlr ~arlnl cornlr Clrd of D.V.wrdTTI~ orlAlnltld It
Iuffalo,M,T. and vaa carrild by ate~bolt to DETlOITI
Hlch/S£P 23 (18)31 vhera .t entered tbe ..'I. and VI'
forvardld to Ht.SterllnA,lllinot ••
Covlr bll_ va. carr'.d by tbe STEA.'fD HETEOI. to DETtOn
vhlrl It entlrd tb... 110ft Aug.26.1864.
The H£ttOl V.I I IcrpV oropp!! ed ,tu.'nat of 729 t"" ••
built It Cllveland.Ohlo I" 1863. Burned In 1875 I~d vI~

rlfUted a. I Ichoo<1er In 1882.

• • ~ ,. ~

1/
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GREAT LAKES

1111'1- \1.0 \.\ I) \ 1111 .\f,O

C. BLAKE. MAS'I'E••

,

,

I

lLLUlll!S. Slde-..h.... l .... )f 7)5 ton .Bullt 8t DotrOlt.
~lchl~.n In l~]~. Oper.t ..d In thu Gr..at Lake. tr.~

until _he .... lo.t In 1M68. COYer ...s po_taark..d at
HII ..&UkaR.~I_con_ln T.. rrltOr, On Nove.ber 7.1H44.lt
be.r_ the red poltaark of that Post Offlc...

•
• ,
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CREAT LAKES STEAMBOAT

ILLINOIS waa a side-"'heeler or 926 tons built at Detroit in 1853.
The boat ",as abandoned in 1869.The handstamp is similar to and
"'as used as a postmark, giving the nallle of the port where the cover
waa picked up,as indicated by the two covers. The illustration
is from the reverse Of the lower cover.



TIlE WESTERN MAILS
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OREGOf•• A sidevheeler of 235 tons, built lItHlIriettll,
Ohio in 1827.It vas the first of 11 ste"lboiltts to bear
the na.e. Lost in 1832. Covel" above odginated <It Saint
Loui. OCtober 18.1827 •

...

/

/u~,rh '7-:;"
• //'('r ,.}k~n.-/ r

a/~

PAWNH£. Thlll stealllboaot .... aos a side....heelel" of 19B tons,
built at Pittsburgh in 1835. It was abandoned in 1643.
Cover originated aot St.Louis Maoy 26,1636 and vaos
tiltaolllped STEAM and rated "25" cents when it entered the
maoils at Nell Orleans.
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Plnt.arked at Hr:II ORLEAHS La Hov 19 (1849. Rated
10 cent, to V~rren,Malne. All mark, In red.

The fold.d letter above de,crtbee tn great det~11 the eye-vltnae' account
of the ..ploeton of the St_.boat LOOISIANA On the eYentng of Nov_ber l!>,
1849. Ju.t ae the boat wae backtng away frOM the wharf her botler, let go
and the concu.eion frOM the exploston ehook the lurroundtng buildlngl and
".-o,t dutroyed the ere_... 8OSl'ONA and STORM vhlch ",re lytnK near by.
Although the vrlter .tate. that 300 llvea vere 10lt, the official count
a, atven by LLOYDS STEAXBOAT DIRECTORY u 86. There .ay have been _re
but the actual count vi 11 neVer be knovn. Othetwt .. the wrl t .... delcrt p­
tlon Ie fairly accurate for One perlon, oblervatlon of the iragedy. See
opoelte page for the COntent of the letter.
The LOUiSIANA wal a .tda-vheeler of 376 tOn. built at Jeffereonvllle,lnd_
lana tn 184g.



TIlE WESTERN MAILS

EXfl,OSION OF 1llIi LOUISIANA

Alalara (.hlp" No.18th 1849.
De.r par.nt•.•.•. w. .rrl~d hear lNew Orl.an.) fro. New York .ft.r ••hort

and pl...ant ....... ot 12 d.y 1'0 to an anchor 2 d.y. oHt) the IIland
of are.t and took oflf) pu.ngtIra fra. tho taland that uc.ped fr_
the wreck of the IIark Elijah Swift - they had been on the taland 3 &Oy. with_
OUt any prevl.lon••"capt .... r_ ~.f and pork, and no w.t.r • 0'" ot the
pu......r. that ... took on board had t"" of hh Ib. !nob and w•• bruh.d •
aood de.1 otherv!a•• The ~ac:h w.. lI.....d with li!l chandl .. of .11 .o... u .uch ..

Cloth. and furnltu .... of ell .o... t. - The wtnd blowlna f ...e.h ... could brlna
nothlna of(!) the .....1•• The.... 'wer. thirteen live. lo.t _ Mo.t of whoa ....
pu.enpu'"

I v •• wit..... to • horld sea I••t thJra&oy .t .bout su." down of the ."plca_
Ion o! the Su."t Loute (Louhl >. I had be.n on (the) New Orl..... Itde
lo! hi••hlp AIRI.r.) to vo k on t and wa•• c_lna down f ..._ .y d.y.
work end hnd ~nn vlthln .bout I qun te nf I .lle of t~ boat ~L~I,t.na) w~n

,he ."plodad ...d I WII down there In ten 0 ... Uft•• n .I ....t. aft.r .he w..
blown up • Tbe fr...ntl were hJrl.d In every direction - ..- pel<:e. of the
boUer ... re th...ovn _ t_ hJndred feet whiCh _Iahed CMI! ... 0.. thou....d
pound. _ no. bo.t'. top OIOrk. _roo .11 bl...... oHt) clean to t'" 10000r deck.
but vhat "" ad to "' (.... ) the t.u.&n bel.... Iylna In .vedy) direct_
Ion On the I.vy with thel'" ....d. and ano. blown o«O••There ..as .... t""
hJnd...d on the Louhana bound for St. Louh .11 of om... ..lth the
."ception of t"" Dr three ..t.lch vII •• tandlnc on the .fter part of the "t
...1'1 launched IntO Et.rnlty. The 1...1.) of life t ••• tlalt.d .t not I••• than
th hJndred ..... 1•• Indeed 0 could ha dly _ ..lthout -Ina .... part of
the body on the 1.1r)' (I ) __ klll.d by, pl.c. of the
bot I that ..,. thrown 200 f.et - It .truck hi••• ho v•••10,,& .ide ot •
bal. of COttOn .nd he a ........nd .11 to "bet_en t'" cotton ...d the pi.ca
of boiler· and the na the de.d and wounded vas thl.ft and ....bery • lOin,
on ..... wen rifelltna the pocket. of tho de.d and wounded _ Othe .... lllre
takina the rlns' of(f) ot thetr ftn8.r•• The .fter c.bln or r.t"'r t'" I.dl••
c.bin .... blown .11 cl••r of the hJII .... t tnto tho te.... It .... tow.d over on
thta .tde end I.ft In charll of t ....an 1 .. to rk for, Hr lobbe ....on. n.. ....
v" • ,re.t alny I,dl•• dr••••• hooked up out of tt .nd of .11 kinds clothl", ­
There I ••uppo••d to be Mv.....1 bodte. tn It. I .uppoee you h.ve the full
detail. of this dl.ast..... re thts ttme. but 1 never vi.h too be an .ye vttna ••
too .uch • h.voch ........ nd .y f.llowbe.tna' ag.tn. D.y befo.... ye.t....d.y the ..
• nothe ... bo.t blown up - Ther..... hOWOlV1lr but • __II lOll of tif. only f r
klll.d .nd Mvard vounded.. ..•.. Y....u Alden W.tts.
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J. L. HASBROUCK {Li sted as JOHH L. H;, ..brouck 1 . this vas a screw
5teal:ler or 68' ton, bui 1 t at Brooklyn, N. Y. 1864. Opera ted on
tbe Hudson Rlver.t!ad a long car::ier in the sew york area,being
abandoned 1n 1918. cavlilr postlla rlted pQUGHKEEPSI E.!Ii. Y. 11 nO
year date but late 1860'5.
LAKE CHAHPLAIH. /'lourning cover po5tailrked LAKE CHAMPLAiS S. D·
SEP !i. Tllree cent stalllp canceled and tied by STEAMBOA .PenCll
notauan indicate. use in 1868.

1{

/
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~ lLDEN ~tlOWN

-

OKlO & HlSSlSSIPPl RIVERS

COLDEN CROWN

GOLDEII ClOlol!t. Stern·",,"'.
built at Cln<:lnna'\ In 1817
for the Ohlo·HI •• t •••
trade. 51.- .... ,old in 1883
and rebuilt and ••..-d tbe
IlE SOTO. On J...... lll, 890
.~ .... ~.tr~ d b {t.
with no •• f IHe.

\" T. UllO I ... XL

LOUIS , HIRLEY, > (~< ft.

• '.
~

Io~J1/(", 7/J. f;.
)It 1 1,f,,$,pd "r'

.1' ,
k

LOUIS A. SHIRLEV. Stern.wheeler built at ~ndl.

Indiana In IIlJb. She operated on the Ohio R\"".
for tho U.S.~ll Line C~p.ny until dtaaantied In
\liIJO.



SALE.
I WILL SELL TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER, FOR CASH, THE

-

ODe.el~btb part or tbe Steamboat

0. THURSDAY, tile 28tll iust., at to A.n.,
OF THAT DAY,

hi .frotII of ,lie S'ore of M_rs. M~Cal18'er If Co.,
ON WATIIJl STlUlIlT,

Belog the loterest 10 said boat belooging to the Estate of
Matthew Hogan, deceased.

84INT LOUIS, Mm' 5,1844. _ M.,BLAIR, Administrator.- .
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JE.UCNLE ~~. Stde •..tlMler of 485 XIS. Built .1 1I" ~..po
Pa. in \152. ~ bur"*d at C.ron~let.MI.~rl in 1866.
r.. f lded lau" .t>oom abov,. 11 • Prtc.. C".reflt ...... - lette
fro. St. Lout. Kay 2,18)6. Thr Ie It..p Is canceled with. ~lue
I._t" Aa- t _,1<lna "$I.LI." lOr..STEA.'lI:aS" 1St-Lout, .. lEOOJI:l.

•
•

I

,

'- .I lUna lUI

•

c

. .
PtE VERNON. Side-wheeler of 578 tons. Built &1 Madlson,lndlana
(n 11159 for th" Keokuk Packet C(Jlllpanv. The boat WIIB lOlt In
11167. Covu I. polt...,rked lit Alton. 111Inol •• On the Minlul·
ppl. "n Junp 9.1662. Contains letter written On board the botH
6~ .. Ilel above Alton.



01110 .. MISSISSIPPI RIVERS
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Illust.ated lette.head showln. t~ MI.sIs'i~ i ll¥e ~Ith

Da¥Pnpoft,low. On tha left .Id~ .nf Fort A~ll.ong In Ighl
""'nt••• TIM .t",_boat ta the WU.SON and lha r.II .....d b
In left .,eote. I. he b.ldse ~•• sank t~ GREY ~LE In
11161.

F • • • " " Pi" , • • -, I .~ t' ,..u,• .. • " •
6 .. , 1,.( A" " • •

J ;"'1: _I
" " " , • " /..;".1

.) • " " • .. "rlD,/1. l{~'tl ,..



MtSSISSIPPI RIVER

P1tINC~SS "'•• 3. Side-vheeler ,f 68, ton • Built at J"Un.onv e.
Indiana In 18)2 for tM fa-ou~ Captain Tho-a~ P. Lea'har •• tan In
the """' Orlean,-VIcI,.boJr, tradr. Thh va. tbe thIrd boat in a
..riota to baAr tha _. 1lle IIo&t • .,n notable pa'_,ar va.
Z&~hary raylor vhen he va. enrout". fro- hi. planta.lon. to hll
1R&U~ratlon In 18'9. Cower v., pl~~d up.a. per WAY 6. a' Nev
HoF* and carried to ~ Orl"an. vhere It va. placed 1n the Poal
Office >II June2a.1 ~2. 1be 110&, va. dl_ntled tn 18;:..

JRIl.

T A
8)'DO

~V4-'/';,wu'"k/~~
~:?r~And

.e£....

SYOONlA. Sld"-vh,,~I,,r of 21~ tona. Built at Cincinnati In 18~1 for
the Nev Orlean. trade. She va, lo,t In 18~7. No date On thl, cOver.
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PAWCA.Il io WATnLOO kiVU HAn ..ron.ThI. route un fr ... P..:t_l;'l",'(t.,t~;",)'.

Oft t~ Tanna••ea rtvar,to Waterloo,Iowa VI' the Ten"e••ee,~~o,"I.'I•• l~p{,
Iowa and Callar rlvan al per _p above.Th" C-O"a~ Ia "'It...rked 1 t"e lot..a
~.nt·a ha.,dstnp .snd tha ]c- auap Ia eanealed by flv.. "A"a In the for .. ,£
a cro••.~arl I. no poInt of orlalnatlon,nnly th. da.tln.tlon - Flor..nc- .. ,
Alabula On thol T..nna....a rlver.The ..<>.'ta A:\ent Ia the Po.t Offlea Department
r"pr".entatlve 0., board the ate4Abo~t .snd handla. all the ~{l picked up
and delivered enrouta.V.. ry .imllar to that of A rallraod .. II c-I .. rk.Cover
po.t .... rk..d "F.bU31l552 In a bluhh grea., Ink.A vary \IMII.lII rout" on flva
rivers.
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