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STEAMIO

OHIO & MISSISSIPPI RIVERS

SULTANA. Side-wheeler of 024 tons. Built at Cincinnati in 1848 to operate in the
New Orleans-Saint Louis-Louisville trade. According to the Lytle List she was the
third boat with this name to operate on the midwestern rivers prior to 1868 She
burned at Saint Louis June 12, 185].

The fifth boat to bear the name, and the most notoriety, was built in 1863 and
exploded a few miles above Memphis on the night of April 27, 1865, At Vicksburg she
had taken on 1,886 army troops in addition to her regular passengers. This in spite
of the legal limit of the boat being 376 including the crew. The disaster that followed
ranks with the Titanic as the greatest marine disaster of all time. The loss in lives is
estimated at 1,547,
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LIGHT BRAUGHT PASSENGER STEAMER,

MISSOUTRI & MISSISSIPTL RIVERS

JOHN WARNER. Side-wheeler of 301 tons Built at New Albany, Indiana in 1856.

Operated in the Missouri & Mississippi trade until she was sold to the United States
Government in [B64.

Cover shown was postmarked at Natches on the Mississippi Dec. 21, 1856,

The stamps cover up a picture of a steamboat with the following legend: “PEOPLE
INDEPENDENT LINE./Patterson Master/ Warner Clerk/Regular Missouri River Packet.”
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER STEAMBOAT

HARRY OF THE WEST. Side-wheeler of 490 tons. She was built in 1843 but
no information as to where built or final disposition.

Caover shown was carried from New Orleans on March 23, 1844, to Saint
Louls,
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SUCKER STATE. SideOwheeler of 524 tons. Built at Pittsburgh in 1860
for the Northern Line Packet Company. Her first captain was T,B,
Rhodes and her captain during 1866-1869 was Wm.P.Hight. She burned
and was abandoned in the Alton Slough in 1872,

The cover and bill of lading are good examples of both handstamped
and printed markings.
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STEAMER BUTTE was a sternwheeler built at Sewickley,
FPennsylvania in 1879 for the Benton Line. She burned
12 miles above old Fort Peck,Montana,August 1,1883.
The bill of lading was sent to T.C.Power & Bros. at
Fort Benton by Joseph Kipp the son of James Kipp the
fur trader in charge of Fort Benton for many years.
The only recorded marking of this steamboat.




MISSISSIFPI RIVER
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CITY OF ST.LOULIS. This was a large side-wheeler of about

300 feet in length. It was built at Jeffersonville,Indiana
in 1883 for the Anchor Line. She caught fire and burned at
Carondelet, Missour{ in 1903, Her most notable passenger

was President Wm.MeKinley in 190l.Letter shown was written
on board the boat and is addressed toe Keokuk, Iowa.
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RED CLOUD. Letter written on board the Red Cloud June 8,1878. The following
is from this letter: "Our destachment numbers sixty six men (Canadian Mounted
Police recruits enroute to Fort Walsh,Canada) and if it were not for the
rowdy element, would be a happy family. 1 was under the impression that the
materfal composing the Mounted Police was chosen for intelligence & physique.
Now I have met all classes of society in this life...I have had dealings with
the hardest of cases but I'll back some of our party as being the greatest of
black-guards. Some are whiskey soaked bummers the scum of the back streets -
others are puny decripid creatures sending whom to this country is little
short of murder...the majority are a splendid lot of fellows...a scout was
taken on board this morning who had orders for us to stand at the Marias fifty
miles below Fort Benton. From thence we have a march of 160 miles to Fort
Walsh." He reports "Sitting Bull on the rampage". The cover was placed in the
Post Office at Fort Benton on June 10th.
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HELENA.Sternvheel steamboat built at California,Pa.,

in 1878, for the Benton Block P Line.A large mountain

boat 194' x 33" witha 4.5' draft.Served 10 years in
the Fort Benton - St.Louis trade on the Missouri River.
Snagged and wrecked at Bonhomme Island October 23,

1891. Only kown marking of the HELENA - Aug.21,1882.

The milage between St.Louis and Fort Benton shown above,
is from the advertising card of the steamboat LILLIE

' MARTIN.The handstamp of the HELENA is on reverse of cover.
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UPPER MISSOURI RIVER
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FAR WEST See other cover in this exhibit for this boar. Cover
was postmarked at Fort Buford,Dakota Territory on June 7,1881.
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Tf not called for in 10 days, retarn fo

Coulson Line Missouri R. T. Ca,,
Steamer Kxy West, N. Boosen. Capt.

‘HW /?//MJ

Yute Coutlegt

KEY WEST. Stern-wheeler of about 422 tons. Built at Pittsburgh
in 1871 for the Coulson Line. Operated on the Upper Missouri
until 1882 when she was sold and her name changed to NEW

IBERIA, Cover was postmarked at Yankton,Dakota Territory on
October L7th in the 1870's,
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UPPER MISSOURTI RIVER

G2 MISSOURE RIVER PAUCKET,

T. B. BURLEIGH, Master,
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BLACK HILLS. Stern-wheeler of about 3530 tons built at California,
Pa. in 1H77 for the Block P, Line. Operated on the Upper Missouri
until she was crushed in the ice at Bismarck,Dakota Territory on

March 28,1884,

Cover shown was used as a receipt for wood by the clerk of the

Black Hills.
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GREY EAGLE.

See other cover
in this exhibit
for details of

this boat. ' ‘(& % i
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BN WAREAGLE

WAR EAGLE. Side-

wheeler of 296 tons,
Built at Cincinnati
in 1854 for the Minn-

ﬂ 2 : esota Packet Company.
. Except for one trip
(‘f;& &-’d e to the Tennesee River,
J : during the Civil War,
- she operated on the
Upper Mississippi.She
was destroved by Eire
at La Crosse in 1870,

Cover shown was usad
about 1854,
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FAR WEST. Probably the most famous of all western steamboats. It was a stern-wheeler built at
Pittsburgh, Pa. in 1870 by Captain S8 B. Coulson for the Missouri River trade. During the Indian troubles in
the 1870's she was chartered by the US. Army te haul troops and supplies up the Missouri to the Dakota
and Montana Territories. Under Captain Grant Marsh she brought out the wounded, following the Custer
Massacre, which is known to history as the Hattle of the Little Big Horn. Her 710 miles passage from the
Little Big Horn River, into the Big Horn, Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers, was made in the record breaking
time of 54 hours. She brought the first news of the disaster to Fort Abraham Lincoln on July 5, 18786,

The cover shown 5 postmarked at Bismarck, Dakota Territory on July 11, 1882 The letter contained is from
the Purser of the Far West in regards to wood taken on at one of the wooding points along the river

Northwest Transportation . Peek Line,
STEAMER FAR WEST,

J. W FELK, Master, B WOODy Clerh. - \
AR D T ONNOR, Gen. ayr i l J
EIAMARCY, DL T o
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MELLIE PECK. Stern-wheeler of about 350 tons. Built at Brown-
sville,Pa. in 1871 and was still operating as late & 1892,.She
was owned by Durfee & Peck and her first Captain was the well
known Grant Marsh of FAR WEST fame. In 1872 she ran a race
with the FAR WEST from Sioux City to Fort Benton and relurn,
2800 miles, and lost by three hours.
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OHIO RIVER

JIM CROW. Keel boat on the Ohio
FC| er September 27,1830,
One of the early forms of river

transportation was the Keal boat
which was pushed up the river by
man power using long poles as
pictured here,

Bill of lading shown is for one
box of hats from Portsmouth to
West Union, Ohio.

IN GOOD ORDER mmm BY
West K. LODWICK, Wego

on account and risk of Lrer2zetad Q{ é’
on board the good (d Bad,ﬂ“ﬂl . cre
whereof is master for the present royage
now lying i the Ohio River, and bownd for
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TO BAX:

Baing marked as per margio, and are 1o be delivered, withoul delay, I y
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d, the other 1o stand
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RED CLOUD, Stern-wheeler of about 400 tons.Built at Jeffersonville. Ind.
in 1873 for the EVANSVILLE & TENNESSEE RIVER PACKET COMPANY. In 1877 she
was sold to 1.G.Baker for the Missouri River trade, On July 11,1882 ghe
hit a snag above Fort Oeck,Montana Territory and sank. See other cover
in this exhibit.
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PHIL.SCHECKEL. A small local packet, of 90 tons or less, operating
in the Chippewa River trade between Reeds Landing & Eau Claire,Wis.
Owned and operated by Captain Phil.Scheckal, Letter states:"We are
only making 1 or 2 trips a week now as Chippewa is very low." It {is
signed '"John" who 1is probably the clerk of the boat - J.V.R. Lyman
Postmarked at Reeds Landing on the Mississippi August 15,1878,



The design above is printed in violet on the reverse
of this cover.

SPREAD EAGLE. Side-wheeler built at Madison,Indiana
in 1873 for the Eagle Packet Company of Saint Louis.
She operated in the Mississippi and Illinois River
trade. In 1881 she was dismatled and her engines and
boilers were put in a new boat of the same name.

Cover originated at Peoria on the Illinois River and
is addressed to the Clerk of the Spread Eagle at
Alton on the Mississippi in the 1870's.
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KEY CITY. Side-wheeler of 359 tons. Built at Cincinnati in 1857
for the Minnesota Packet Company. She was abandoned in 1870.The
cover was postmarked at Dubuque,lowa on April 19,1857.

NORTHERN LIGHT. Side-wheeler of 414 tons. Built at Madison,Ind.
in 1857 for the Minnesota Packet Company. She struck packed lce,
in Coon Slough in 1866, and sank within several minutes. The
cover was postmarked at Prairie du Chien in 1860,
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COLUMBIA. Stern-wheeler
built at Clinton,lowa in
1897 for C.H.Young. Took
part in the river parade
for President Theodors
Roosevelt in 1907. Met a
tragic end on July 5,1918
when she hit a snag and
sank with a loss of over
B0 lives.

Letter is addressed to
C.H.King the Captain of
the COLUMBIA,
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STEAMBOAT RAFTING ON THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI

WALTEM BLAIR, Soo'y sk ToddE.

nseapere lowa KIT CARSON., A ]ark_‘.\.‘
stern-wheel steamer

2 LE CLAI*: & b\j‘”f— at S_Lina_lLer.

o Minnesota in 1880
2171 1 3 ! it T for the Burlington
Navigation » Company. — for coe Burtine
4 RAFTS RUN WITH DESPATCH,+ Dismantled in 1915.

B o@m o s

BAM. VAM EANT, P

Wi, Miiis

Steamboat rafting
on the Mississippi
river during the

2 last two deades of
WINONA, MINN., (//:- '/F’ I~7 the 19th century

was big business.As

) //Z{_’ /}/ / /,- piilaib oy AES much as 600 million
C

FARPDORED AT RIASOWARBLE FRICES.,

—— e

feet of lumber and

& SO PO Ay logs was brought
,_/ down in one season.
%_‘_‘.__(_4 — j‘l‘:‘&!.—-r_.s
== T wmmmmmm
oA o = u%_,{_ f : woer taken down the Wississtppi Rieer;

um-u-.m
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f;].-b'q_. Lo s 7L ;/

i, AR
0.//"{.«.!../! /‘:Z;(_
P /«__t-—g o Eite en

——— —_— The letter shown was
,df-rfd—} = Py AV B Pi“—- e s written by Sam., Van

: 0 e - Sant the president
a"r"—"—-‘—-—' — /MC‘L %“" e Aot of the Le Claire Nav-

igation Company and a
o place A _ two term Governor of

~ Minnesota.
A earele
e A Note the ree raft-

three
ﬂ,-u_( boats listed on the
: letter sheet: LAST
CHANCE - J.W.MILLS &
TEN BROECK,




20md waH@;EA.IIHHQ
" HEERMAN'S
CHIPPEWA RIVER LINE.

THE FIKST.OLASS PAUEETH

MINNIETTA AND UNION,
Light Draft Boats,

Enels drawing but | walar, are
5 this line. Bebing lghr spd por oo
& for

B

L8 s low as ever given

Wi yas st cannection with the

HEERMAN'S

MINKIETTA,
D4 CAMPANLL,

Nteamboal Line!

oA OITY.

CHIPPEWA RIVER

HEERMAN'S STEAMBOAT LINE. Operating
a line of small steamboats in the
Chippewa River trade between Reeds
Landing and Eau Claire, Wisconsin.
The cover shown names three of the
boats in the Line - MINNIETTA -
I0WA CITY - IDA CAMPBELL - as well
as the UNION. See Wabasha Herald
add of April 20,1871.

These boats also pushed rafts of
logs down the Mississippi River to
Saint Louis when not on the Chippewa
run.

They were small boats under 90 tons
and probably not over 130 feet in
length.




CHIPPEWA RIVER

BUCKEYE. Side-wheeler of 69 tons. Built at Reeds Landing,Minn.
in 1868. She operated on the Chippewa, St.Croix and Minnesota
Rivers with her home port at Keeds Landing. Bill & Champion
also owned the Steamboat CHAMPION. The BUCKEYE was abandoned
in 1890,
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CHIPPEWA FALLS. Stern-wheeler of 93 tons. Built at Monongahela,
Pa, in 18537. Abandoned in 1B68.




MINNESOTA

R R
:
N

REEDS LANDING, located on the south end of Lake Pepin,

on the Mississippi across from the mouth of the Chippeiwa
river,in Wabasha County,Minnesota.Post Office was esta-
blished in 1850.Cover postmarked REEDS LANDING,MIN.FEB.
9 1887 ,to Lincoln,Illinois.
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UPPER MISSISSIPPI

DUBUQUE. Side-wheeler of 168 toms. Built at
Elizabethtown,Pa, in 18547 for the Saint Louis,
Galena and Dubugue trade. She sank st Mundy's
Landing in 1855. Cover is a bill of lading
dated at Saint Louis on Ssptember 29,1851. It
was carried outside the mails by the IWBIQUE.




CITY OF WINNIPEG. Buiit on the Ohio River in 1875 and then knocked
down and transported by railroad to Moorhead, Minnesota where she
was rebuilt and named the MINNESOTA. She was put in the Red River
Trade, with her sister boat the MANITOBA, and operated for the
Merchants International Steamboat Company.

In 1878 she was sold to the Canadians and her name was changed to
the CITY OF WINNIPEG operating for the Winnipeg & Western Transpor-
tation Company. She sank while crossing Lake Winnipeg with a load of

lumber.
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ANDY JOHNSON Side-wheeler of 844 tons. Built in 1866 at Madison, Indiana for the
Keokuk Packet Company. Crushed in the ice gorge at Saint Louis on December 13, 1876.

The letter was written on board the Andy Johnson at the Keokuk landing on August 5,
1866, It was carried up river, by another boat as per notation “Way Aug 6/66,” to Davenport
where it was forwarded to lowa City via the Mississippi & Missouri Railroad. The stamp was
cancelled by route agent M. & M.RR, lowa/Aug. 7, 1866.
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LOMINARY. Side-wheeler of

645 tons. Built at Cincinnati
in 1863 for the Atlantic and
Mississippi Steamship Company.

Took part in the seige of
Vicksburg during the Civil
War and was almost captured
by the Confederates. After
the war she operated in the
Saint Louis-New Orleans trade
until she was snagged LU miles
below Helena, Arkansas on
December 18,1B&69,




THOMPSON DEAN Sidevheeler built at Cincinnati in 1872
and was dismantled in 1882 with her cabin and machinery
going to the newly built WILL S.HAYS. Operated in the
Ohic and Mississippi trade_

She once carried a load of 5,000 bales of cottonm,10,000
sacks of cotton seed and 2,000 bushels of coal, Each
bale of cotton was 5 ft long, 3 ft wide and weighed 500
pounds. Each sack of seed was about the size of a sack
of flour and weighed 120 pounds. The bales were stacked
12 tiers high with the river being wvisable only from
the top deck and the pilot house, She must have looked
very similar to the picture post card shown above,
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THE GREAT

<= THOMPSON DEAN=-
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RED RIVER
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1852, —JK.A\_.

P.DALMAU . Operated in the New Orleans - Red River trade during
the 1850's, Cover was carried from Alexandria May 27th to New
Orleans where it entered the mails on May 31,1852,



THE WESTERN MAILS

AMARANTH. This was a sidewvheeler of 293 tons,built at
Saint Louis in 1846.0perated on the uppper and lover
Mississippi as well as the lowver Missouri. Lost in
1852. Cover used November 9,1849,probably from New
Orleans to Saint Louis,where. it entered the mails as
per the STEAM 10 marking.

DUB & ST PAUL R.MAIL SEP 22 - no year date but letter
was dated 1869. A rare route agent marking of DUBUQUE
& ST.PAUL RIVER MAIL.See Civil War letters of W.D.
Hale in Risvold collection.

Nan/




UPPER MISSISSIPPI

On Boarp

%51\“‘

b gi't gatit‘ 9
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Stre M iNnEsOTA

Jis WARD, Masiex, 1. PAWLEY, Doz, MINNESOTA. Side-wheeler
po of 482 tons. Built at
Vi " o ;'p:;ﬁ{ Wheeling, West Virginia
‘7 in 1866 for the North-
o . ern Line Packet Company.

Lost in 1886.

v The cover shown was post-
o marked at Dubuque, lowa
on July 14,1870.

The letter shown above describes a trip up viver from Saint Louls
to Dubuque and was written on board the boat July 12,1870, The
following Is from the letter: “We are landed on a rock in the
rapids above Davenport...left St.Louis on the steamer TOM JASPER,
reached Keokuk sunday night." Here they changed to a smaller boat
to take them over the Keokuk rapids, because of low water and then
they were transfered to the MINNESOTA at Mauvoo, Illinois.
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CREAT LAXES STEAMBOAT MATL
Cover bearing corner card of D.W.WHITING originated at
Buffalo,N.Y. and was carried by steamboat to DETROIT/
Mich/SEP 23 (1853) where it entered the mails and was
forwarded to Mr.Sterling,Illinois.
Cover below was carried by the STEAMER METEOR to DETROIT
where it enterd the ma’ls on Aug.26,1864.
The METEOR was a screw propelled stesambaat of 729 tons,
built at Cleveland,Ohio in 1863. Burned in 1875 and was
rigged as a schooner in 1882,
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GREAT LAKES

BUFFALO AND CHICAGO

= .

STEAM TACRET WWALVNMS,

C. BLAEE, MASTER.
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ILLINDOIS, Side-wheeler of 735 tons.Built at Detroit,
Michigan in 1838, Operated in the Great Lakes trade
untfl she was lost in 1868. Cover was postmarked at
Milwaukee Wisconsin Territory on November 7,1844,1t
bears the red postmark of that Post Office.
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1863 (CLEVELAND, DETROIT AND LAKE SUPERIOR. 1863

) Tha Splondl] Sinam Pockris “Mﬂmﬂ' ol "lu-l-\'l’ﬂp,' -{ﬂ teave Cleveland snd

METEOR, J x ILLIN"‘ IS,

L 6 RYDEZ, Master JOHN ROSIRTEON, Master,

LEAVES DETROIT, > LEAVES DETROIT,
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J. T. WEITING & 00., Mazagers, DETROIT, NIQE,
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GREAT LAKES STEAMBOAT

ILLINOIS was a side-wheeler of 926 tons built at Detroit in 1853.
The boat was abandoned in 1869.The handstamp is similar to and
was used as a postmark,giving the name of the port where the cover
was picked up,as indicated by the two covers. The illustration
is from the reverse of the lower cover.
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OREGON. A sidevwheeler of 235 tons,built at Marietta,
Ohic in 1827.1t wvas the first of 11 steamboats to bear
the name. Lost in 1832. Cover above originated at Saint
Louis October 18,1827.
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PAWNEE, This steamboat was a sidewheeler of 198 tons,
built at Pittsburgh in 1835. It was abandoned in 1843.
cover originated at St.Louis May 26,1836 and was
stamped STEAM and rated "25" cents when it entered the
mails at New Orleans.
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Postmarked at NEW ORLEANS La Nov 19 (1849, Rated
10 cents to Warren,Maine. All marks in red.

The folded letter above describes in great detail the eye-witness account
of the explosion of the Steamboat LOUISIANA on the evening of November 15,
1849, Just as the boat was backing away from the wharf her boilers let £O
and the concussion from the explosion shook the surrounding buildings and
almost destroyed the steamers BOSTONA and STORM which were lying near by,
Although the writer states that 300 lives were lost, the official count
as given by LLOYDS STEAMBOAT DIRECTORY is 86. There may have been more
but the actual count will never be known. Otherwise the writers descrip-
tion is fairly accurate for one persons observation of the rragedy. See
oposite page for the content of the letter,

The LOUISIANA was a side-wheeler of 376 tons built at Jeffersonville, Ind-
fana in 1848,
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EXPLOSTION OF THE LOUISIANA

Algiers (ship?) No.lBth 1849,

Dear parents.....We arrived hear (New Orleans) from New York after a short
and pleasant pasage of 12 days - we also to an anchor 2 days of(f) the Island
of great and took of(f) some pasengers from the Island that escaped from
the wreck of the Bark Elijah Swift - they had been on the Island 3 days with-
out any provisions except some raw beef and pork, and no water - one of the
passengers that we took on board had two of his ribs broke and was bruised a
good deal otherwise. The beach was lined with Merchandise of all sorts such as

Cloths and furniture of all sorts - The wind blowing fresh we could bring
nothing of(f) the vessle. There were thirteen lives lost - Most of vhom was
passengers.

I was witness to a horid scean last thursday at about sun down of the explos-
ijon of the Steamboat Louisana,(Louisiana). T had ben on (the) MNew Orleans side
(of his ship Algiers) to work on a mast and was a coming down from my days
work and had gon within about a quarter of a mile of the boat (Louisiana) when
she exploded and I was down there in some ten or fifteen minuts after she was
blown up = The fragments were hurled in every direction - some peices of the
boiler were thrown some two hundred feet which weighed over one thousand
pounds - The boat's top works were all blown of(f) clean to the lower deck -
but what was more sad to see (was) the human beings a lying in ever(y) direct-
ion on the levy - some with their heads and arms blown of(f)..There was some two
hundred passengers on the Louisana bound for St. Louis all of whome with the
exception of two or three which was a standing on the after part of the boat
were launched into Eternity. The los(s) of life is estimated at not less than
three hundred souls - indeed one could hardly move without seeing some part of
the human body on the levy (levee) - one man was killed by a plece of the
bofler that was thrown some 200 feet - it struck him as he was along side of a
bale of cotton and he was ground all to between the cotton and the piece
of boiler - and there among the dead and wounded was thieft and robery a going
on - some were rifelling the pockets of the dead and wounded - Others were
taking the rings of(f) of their fingers. The after cabin or rather the ladies
cabin was blown all clear of the hull out into the water. It was towed over on
this side and left in charge of the man I am to work for, Mr Robberson. There
was & great many ladies dresses hooked up out of it and of all kinds clothing -
There is supposed to be several bodies in it. I suppose you have the full
details of this disaster ere this time. but I mever wish too be an eye witness
too such a havoch around my fellowbeings again. Day before yesterday there was
another boat blown up - There was however but a small loss of life only four
killed and several wounded.ssssas Yours Alden Watts.
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J.L.HASBROUCK [Listed as JOHN L. Hasbrouck

steaper of 685 ton,built at Brooklyn,N.¥.
i iver.Had 2 1long cafrier
1918. Cover postmark
_]"L‘ )'s.

‘ning cover HGE_.'_IZI..K

p canceled and tied I
n 1B68.

K
K
wn
w
-




h AW

E—

The Cabin mﬁmodaﬁona

aF e XKW ETEANEN.

GOLDEN CROWN

Arx of superior order, her Gtate-
roonma bring atts latge snd
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Ied capacity lor
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OHIO & MISSISSIPPI RIVERS

|

—

MED U TaE

Ciucipnati aad New Orleans § |

FASSENTGEN PACKET. |

THE MEW ANE BLESAXT STEAMER,

GOLDEN CROWN

H M DROWNN, Macter
EUGINE L. SiHiNMLE,

— \ 1

LOUIS A. SHIRLEY.

GOLDEN CROWN. Stern-wheeler
built at Cincinnati in 1877
for the Ohio-Mississippi
trade. She was =sold in 1888
and rebuflt and renamed the
DE SOTO. On January 28, 18%0
she was destroyed by fire
with no loss of life.

Stern-wheeler built at Madison,

Indiana in 1876. She operated on the Ohio River
for the U.S.Mail Line Company until dismantled in

1890.



ADMINISTRATOR'S

SALE.

—_—

| WILL SELL TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER, FOR CASH, THE

One=cighth part : % 4> of the Steamboat

Ll

L

On THURSDAY, the 28th inst., at 10 AM.,
OF THAT DAY,
In front of the Store of Jessrs. McCalister & Co.,
ON WATER STREET,

Being the interest in said boat belonging to the Estate of
Matthew Hogan, deceased.

SAINT LOUIS, March 6, 1844. M. BI.AIR, Administrator.
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JEANNIE DEANS, Side-wheeler of 485 toms. Built at Mc Keesporr,
Pa. in 1852, She burned at Carondelet ,Misscuri in 1866.
The folded letter shown above is a Price Current news-letter

from St. Louis May 2,1856. The I¢ stamp is canceled with a blue
Route Agent marking "St.Ls.& Kk.STEAMERS" (St.lLouis & KEOKUK) .

DIE VERNON. Side-wheeler of 578 tons. Built at Madison,Indiana
in 1B50 for the Keokuk Packet Company. The boat was lost in
1867, Cover is postmarked at Alton, Illineis, on the Mississl-

ppi, on June 9,1862, Contains letter written on board the boat
6% miles above Alton.
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Tllustrated letterhead showing the Mississippi River with
Davenport,lowa on the left side anf Fort Armstrong in right
center. The steamboat is the WILSON and the railroad bridge

in left center is the bridge that sank the GREY EAGLE in
1861.
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER

PRINCESS No.3. Side-wheeler of 687 tons. Built at Jeffersonville,
Indiana in 1852 for the famous Captain Thomas P. Leathers.Ran in
the New Orleans-Vicksburg trade. This was the third boat in a
series to bear the name. The boats most notable passenger was
Zachary Taylor when he was enroute, from his plantation, to his
inaugration in 1849, Cover was picked up,as per WAY 6, ar New
Hope and carried to New Orleans where it was placed in the Post
Office on June28,1852, The boat was dismantled in 1854,

SYDONIA. Side-wheeler of 235 tons,. Built at Cincinnati in 185] for
the Mew Orleans trade. She was lost in 1857, No date on this cover,



The New Bant Kesknk.

Our friend Capt: Silas Heaight arrived |

yostarduy nt 1 o’clock, p. m., on board his

new wiesmer Kaosksk. 1Te came throagh

from 3t Lowls inaboat 51 boure, which, con-

sidering the sivong carres!, B & very guish

trip. Ths boat weni on last night 1e Roek
fe Iand.

As whe 1s owned principally by our own

Laas than two months fter t 1 the stagmer | ] . citigets, i intendsd to make daily trips he-

ez ight tr tales o — " twesn here azd Buslington, sad is pamed ia

"7 bemerst our eily, we all nsturally feel an in-

terest in the erafy, and iba fuilewing detalls

Ca will e a..o-:t;uh'e &3 our sy Tenders
&he wus Luilt ander the su;-rr.ult:.:ﬁnuﬂ
4, [ e of ['p||!ain Adam Juoobe, ooe af the hest|
boat Vuilders on the Westarn wstors. The
it was built st Brownevills, langth 152 Fes;

beam 27 fest; bald 5 feet.

icg Gaod

o were ul the best desermip-

in her comatra

tion; ahe L axtr erod anl fas . Ths
mae inery waa buily by Mossre. Jobn Bnow.
den & Sons, of the "“Volean™ works; eyline
ders 20 knebies io Jismeter, with 5§ [zot siroke)
3 bailers 40 inches in diameter, 20 feat long
wheels, 37 feed in diamster, with B} femt
baekcta.

la her constreciion mo expenee haw bean
spared to mako her & splondid paasenger voe-
wel, nnd quite bandsomely have her owners
suseeeded. Bha is not waniing in any of the |
Iatost improvements, whils ey furnitar
cabim, kc., | tasty apd elegunt.  Sheis bo
for spesd se weil me durability, eod =

goalbilens male bettee time than sny b
abuve the rapide

Capt. Hosight is Master, and his weil
known energy snd clovernsss will win sud- l
ceam if it cza be woa in swel dall times, Mr. |
1. Hinsdals iain the Cleek’s cillee, and s
koown to masy of our cilizess = 5 geod
basiness man, and (o7 his obliging masorers

Wa hope the Keskak wili get the mail con-
traet betwoen this place and Burlington, or
that the present contraetors will be sparred
uy ty greater speed. At premeai this malle
are abent 20 hoors behind time., Thuis =
Ereal saismses, which ooght 13 be reformed.
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PADUCAH & WATERLOO RIVER MATL ROUTE.This route ran from Paducah,Xentucky,

on the Tennessee river,to Waterloo,lowa via the Tennessee,Ohio Mississippi,
lowa and Cedar rivers as per map above.The cover is postmarked b5y the Route
Agant's handstanp and the 3¢ stamp is canceled by five "A"s ir the forw of
a cross.There {s no point of origination,only ths destination - Florence,
Alabama on the Tennessee river.The Route Agent is the Post Office Department
representative on board the steamboat and handles all the mail picked up
and delivered enroute,Very similar to that of a railraod mail clerk.Cover
postmarked "Feb/23/1882 in a bluish green ink.A very unusual route on five
rivers.
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