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WELLS FARGO & Co EXPRESS, COLOMO, hand=stamped under the pair of
3 cent 1851 issue,vhich vere probably applied at COLOMO or at
San Francisco,vhere they vere handstamped by Welle Fargo and
then placed in themails.On arrival in NEW YORK they were post-
marked and forvarded to North.Island,.Mass. No year date,
Pictured below is Sutter‘smill on the left end of the Island
in the South Fork of the American River.




SUTTER CREEK CAL1852
At end of letter the
writer says that he
encloses 6 gold doll-
ars.They were the
smallest gold doll-
ars ever minted by
the U.S5.measuring
1/2 inch in diamiter
and weighed 0.5p0 02
X6=3o0z.1It vas sent
collect 5S¢ peroz X 4
= 20¢.The 1 of the
wide 1 0 was crossed
out and the 2 was in-
serted.

e ——e

SOUTTEE CREEEK CAL Post Of fice was established Jan.21,1B852 in CalaverasCo.and then to
AMADOR CO. when created in 1854.The following is from the letter to his wife Janet

under date of "Amador California July 19¢h 1852".He is in a partnership and the supe-
erintendent is absent in Sacramento City to buy a team & wagon,vhile those remaining
are cutting down trees for timber and making preperations to start working the guartz
mine.It is hard labor and he is lonsome for home,but he has toc much labor and money

in it toguite and there is 1ittle chance that he can sell his share in the mine.At the

end of the long letter he says "I enclose six remai nlng geld dollars making twenty
inall” signed H.[Horace] Barlow. Y "

- Rl RETY P

This is a very
fine example
cf the 1 doll-
ar gold coin
of 1852.1t is
similar to
those menti-
oned in the
letter.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

of the country an maintain our position - the Indians has their way quite long
enough and rather too long as there has been considerable number of pood inhab-
itance driven out the Territory from pure necessity who will not be apt to
return. We consider ourselves still safe as there is no more likelyhood of an
attack than when you left = Also we are in a better mode of defence. Let me
know how you ar e doing in the mines - I am well acquainted about Aubyrn - I
have been there for 2 months - I worked on Grisly Bar on the Northfork & miles
from the town - {t is a very pleasant part of the country - how are they doing
in the quartz business about Grass Valley & Nevada City - we will be obliged to
get cur living from Oregon & California as I think there will not much farming
dope in this country this year as there is not as much as seed left and there
is no move made to build up the houses - potatoes are worth $1 1/2 per bu and
very scarce at that - the tame Indians has consumed the greater part of those
saved - there was a large amount distroyed by the hostile Indians - I would be
pleased to have you write often and pive me the news. I will promise to keep you
you posted on the same item as far as possible - let me know how the gold
buisiness prospers as 1 am quite a hand at that branch - Henry Fee says he will
will be at Sacramento City in the course of a month - he wishes you to write
him and direct to Sacramento City - let him know were you are and what your
doing - if he can get anything to do he will come and see you - he can give

you all the news and he is a first ratec man to work and a pleasant companion.
Write soon —

p—

-

Yours & (g eed S o
e Wm. Heebner 7 x 3 %f TH g

THE BATTLE OF SEATTLE
WASHINGTON TERRITORY 1856

Historical letter describing the battle with the Indians for the village of Seattle, written by Wm.

H%g::;r from Part Madison March 28, 1856 and postmarked in manuscript *Seattle, W.T. April 1
(1866)"

The western "Horse" tribes of Indlans waged a bloody war against the whites which began with
the bartle of Seattle Jan, 26, 18566, The battle lasted all day and Into the night. If it had not been for
the asslstance of the sloop of war Decatur, lying in the sound, Seattle might have been wiped off the

map, This [s one of the few Instances In which the navy has been of assistance to the army In the
Indlan wars.
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ISAAC I.STEVENS,GOV. OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY WRITES TO JEFFERSON DAVIS, SECRETARY
OF WAR,regquesting a steam vessel for the military defence and mail ‘communication
of the territory. "Executive Office/QOlympia,Wash.Terr.Febl0Q,1854/
Hon Jefferson Davis/Secretary of War - Sir: I have written to the Postmaster
General by the same mail which carries this,urging the importance to this terr-
itory of a direct mail communication with San Francisco and also soliciting the
establishment of a semi weekly mail communication by steam vessels between
Olympila,at the head of Budd's Inlet,the seat of Government of this territory,and
Whatcom on Bellingham Bay,touching at the various settlements on Puget Sound &
Admiralty Inlet. In connection with this last route I beg tocall your atten-
tion to the bearing which such a service would have upon the defences of the
Territory,as well as upon business relations.The only mail route now existing
upon these waters is between this place and the town of Seattle,a distance of
fifty five (55) miles,which is carried on in canoes.Beyond that,the more dis-
tant points depend entierly upon accidental oppertunities, for the character of
the navigation does not admit of either a speedy or safe transportation during
the inclement season by such means. The population of the Territory will not,
at present,support a steamer without the assistance derived from a contract con-
siderably above that usually granted to mail carriers;but sound policy appears
to dictate that every inducement be offered to the settlement of this country,
and every advantage to the developement of its resources. In regards to its
means of defence,you are aware that the Indian Tribes inhabiting the shores and
Islands of the Sound are numerous;nearly equalling,in fact,those of all the rest
of the Territory,and that they are far from being reduced to subjection. But
one military post [Fort Steilacoom] is established here,that at Steilacoom con-
sisting of two companies;and this is expected to move as occasion may reguire,
to repress hostilities ©or punish aggression,at the most remote points. It was
only a short time since that a detachment was required to be sent against the
Lummi tribe on Bellingham Bay.,almost the extreme northern frontier.and I ‘have
but now been compelled to ask another against the Clallamon the Straits of Fuca
to selze scme Indians accused of the murder of three white men.For this service
it will be necessary for the officer in command either to charter a sailing
vessel,which can only be done at a considerable expence,or to employ the usual
means of travelling,cances.,at a great loss of time and convenience,and at a
season of the year when it is frequently unsafe to cross the mid parts of the
Sound & Straits,while if a steamer could be supported here by incidental aid,
until increasing commerce and population enable her to maintain herself,move-
ments of this kind could be made with rapidity and effect which would lessen
the necesity of a further military force. Further than this,as this Terr-
itory is the extreme North Western frontier of the United States adjacent to
the British and in the immediate neighborhood of the Russian Colonies, exposed
by its position to the invasion of all the great maritime powers in time of
war,and,as the sound offers to their fleets a secure asylum should it be one
seized upon,it is an object of the highest national importance to create such

a population as would secure its defence,and the facilities of travel & of mail
service are among the cheapest and most efficent means to this end. With
these considerations,I most earnestly request that the influence of your depart-
ment may be a@ded to that of the Post Master General in procuring from Congress
4n appropreation for a mail servce within the limits of Admiralty Inlet & the
Sound,sufficent for the purpose.The sum of two thousand dollars ($2000)per month
ls asked for,& this I believe,would not be required more than two years at far-
thest. ISAAC 1. STEVENS Gov.Wash-Terr."

Ngt? on reverse by T.S5.Jessup.(Q.M.General,that it would be of service to the
military,but too expensive to maintain a suitable foundry & work shop for such
a vessel. The Secretary of War agrees that a steam transport would be useful to
the military "but not ina degree which would warrant its maintinance by the Dept.
of War - signed:Jeffn Davis".

LE A S AR R R R e
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In 1853 Stevens led the exploration and survey expedition for a northern railroad
route from St.Paul to Puget Sound.At the same time he was under appointment as
Governor of Washington Territory.On completion of the survey he rode horseback to
the little frontier town that was Olympia,W.T.- a few cabins and many tents incl-
uding stores and a restaurant where he went in and ordered something to eat. On
seeing that the town was in a festive celebration he inguired as to what 1t was
all about and was told that they were expecting the governor of the territory!
Jefferson Davis not only turned down Steven's request for a steamboat but also
opposed a northern railroad! Stevens had arrived in Olympia Nov.25,1853 and the
letter was written 17 days before the first territorial leglslature convened on
February 27.1854.1lsaac Stevens had a notable career as an army officer in the
Mexican War,the U.S.Coast Survey and the Civil War. He was killed at the battle
of Chantilly on September 1,1862.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

G.H.WINES & CO EXPRESS turned this cover over to RHODES & WHITNEY at
WEAVERVILLE,vho then turned it over to the PACIFIC EXPRESS at SHASTA,
as per their handstamps, for delivery at San Francisco.The printed

frank of the Eagle & Shield is one of the most spectacular of all print-
ed vestern franks.

\'LQF#“GCI <
'#EXPRE SSQ}
PeTaLUNE

THOMPSON & Co's EXPRESS operated between Healdsburg and Petaluma,
where they connected with Wells Fargo & Company,as per the printed
frank.It is believed that J.A."Snow-Shoe"Thompson,who operated the
Thompson Carson Valley Express,between Placerville and Carson Valley,
Nevada,also owned Thompson & Co's.Express.They both connected with
Wells Fargo.SEE Snow-Shoe Thpmpson and and his exploits in carrying
the mails across the snow covered Sierras in this collection.The cover
above originated at Healdsburg and was carried to Petaluma,where it
was turned over to Wells Fargo,for delivery at San Francisco.
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SAN FRANCISCO NEWS LETTER This type of a news letter was prepared and printed with current news
to date for the sailings of the ships of the PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY. The cover shown was

carried by the GOLDEN GATE on June 20, 1857. The rate to Panama ‘was 20 cents thus the “DUE 10°
marking. To New York it would have been 10 cents as originally rated. See upper ieft hand column

newspaper for rates as highlighted in yellow above.
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CHORPENNING ROUTE “VIA CALIFORNIA"

SALT LAKE CITY In 1851 Absolom

Woodward and George Chorpenning

contracted with the Post Office Department

to carry the mails from Salt Lake City to

San Francisco via the emigrant route through
Nevada (then Utah Territory) and over the

Sierra Nevada Mountains. This was for the period
1851/58. Because of the deep snows in the high
Sierras it became too difficult and dangerous

to continue this route during the winter months,
Therefore the route during the winter was changed to
the Old Spanish Trail going southwest to Los Angeles
and the port of San Pedro.

The cover shown was probably carried over the Old
Spanish Trail in January of 1854, 18556 or 1856. The 3 cent
Nesbitt envelope was not issued until July 1, 1853, thus the
year date would have to be after 1853, The mails left the Salt
Lake City post office on or about the first of each month.

There is no record of a 8 cent rate “Via California.” One logical
speculation can be based on the fact that the Mormon postmaster
at Salt Lake City was in a position to charge whatever he thought
appropriate. Thus he may have reasoned that the letter covld have gone
overland to the east coast for only 3 cents. Therefore if the sender wanted

it to go “Via California,” he should pay the inland rate for under 3000 miles g W =4 Te———
to California, plus the 6 cent rate for over 3000 miles from California via Panama, * \% ‘ﬂ*
making a total rate of 9 cents. %{.-‘\.

1 |-|..|

Note manuscript directive in lower left corner of the envelope Via California

/‘V a‘i‘f—'?’fﬂ o7 v
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"VIA CALIFORNIA"

SALT LAKE CITY,U.T. Cover shown was
carried over the Chorpenning route
between 1854-1856, Because of
deep snow in the Sierra Nevadas
the Post Office Department

gave permission to use the

0ld Spanish Trail via Los

Angeles and the port of

San Padro to San Francisco

during the winter months.

It was not until the late

fall of 1858 that Chorpenn-

ing contracted with Snow-

shoe Thompson to carry
the mail over the

snow covered high
Sierras. Previous to
this, Thompson had
been carrying the

mail for the

Carson Valley

post office

and the surroun=

ding area, but

not for the Salt The
Lake mail. SEE covat
CAMP FLOYD on the
COVER IN THIS apnoifis
EXHIBIT FOR page MELh
MORE ON the 9¢ rate
THOMPSON. is similar

to the cover
on this page.
If the deduction
for the 9¢ rate
is correct, then
the cover on this
page would be a double
rate of 9¢ X 2 for a
total of 18¢, From the
position of the 12¢ gtamp
it appears to have been
added at the post office.
SEE OFPOSITE PAGE FOR THE
EXFLANATION OF THE 9¢ RATE.
L.P.Waldo, to whom the cover
is addressed, was a clerk in the
Commissioner of Pension's office
and is listed in the U.S5.0fficial
Register for 1853, but not in the
1857 register, Thus the date of this
cover would be about 1854-56, This
ust about rules out the possibility
of Snowshoe Thompson packing the cover
over the snow covered mountains on skis.
SEE CAMP FLOYD COVER CARRIED 3Y THOMPSON.




4 UNN'S STAMP NEWS NOVEMBER7, 1983

Collector sees rare envelopes on
TV news; find includes Snowshoe
Thompson cover

One of the near mythical fig-

ures in the folkiore of the

gress to pay him for these ser-
vices.

Other carriers also packed
malls pcross the Slerras on
skis, and (he dntes of specific

postmarked
U.T. (Utah Territory — subse-
quently Nevada) and dated
APR 26 (1858).

The envelope is addressed (o

express marking was appar-
ently used by Saowshoe
Thompson in ooe of his early
forays as & mall-carTying ex-

pressman

The discovery cover in Fig-
ure 1 Is the only cover known
{o bear this marking and (to
my knowledge) the only cover
that can definitely be attribu-
ted to Thompson.

The cover was just one part
- of a find of 100 or so envelopes
made eariler this year, Rich in

ABC affillate, Chaunel 7.
Frank Mathie gol the call,
smelled & story, and went out

Figure 1. A Chicage TV news
reporter Interviews the dis-

follow-up report,
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down from Washoe Valley to
Truckee Valley.
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‘day last, January 25.

Later from (%nrmn alley —Snow rape
idly Melting—All Quiet in the Valley—
The Carson Valley Memorial, etc.’

- PLACERVILLE, Jan. 29,

' &arnbld the Carson Valley Expressman, ar-

rived this afternoon, having left Genoa on Mon-

On account of the wet

weather his trip has been longer than he usually

makes. | | ) >
" Yarnold says 1hat on the summit of the cSu!:'-
ras the snow is {now about five feet deep, but

rapidly mcfh,ng, and that
this qeasnn_ muchiearher th
There iqino further news

1e road will be open

an usual, -

from Salt Lake.

Lvervthmg is quiet in the Valley, the Indians

peﬁceublc and Col. Rodget
is defunct. ‘

The miners had ¢
Canon and were
mel looL ﬂnely

Mr. Crandall has twenty
Valley! which will be used
c~'~1:u'rn'rr %

The people of the Valley
petition of their bc:mmisqu
bly received by the Califory

g army of o_céupanc'y.

: mmcnced working in Gold
n good spirits.

Stock of every

h:cnd of horses in the

on this route in the,

are anxious that the
bners may be favora-
ia chmlature

The recent snow storm in the mountains was

tlenv:cr on this side than th
o be somewhat smgulnr
pqmcd by Thompson the
for |thu BlgTrce

p other, which seenis
Yarnold was accom-
former Expressman

They both used Nolll--

koute.
v.cgmn' skateq in crossing the mountains. | '

Ieame for the
IH'I'l\ .

e s

Tho Ipson
Atl: hm mai

Yelley as soon s tlm

\%Dl




BY 'mm ALTA LnkE. -. *

'l.ltor from Carson ‘Valley—-Fnrther rrom
3 - Salt Lake.
| | Puc;nTILLI Hay 10,

|Thompson the expressman, has arrived from
Camon Vi ey with further news from Walker's
river dlgglngﬂ. Thompeon Iei‘c We.lker’s river
6 Fndly, l{ny th, ut, noon ; arrived m||Genoa.
yesterday, Mny ch nt ten . .ul. y left Genoa at
_fcmr P, H'., llnd nmvcd hem this - evening at
'ﬂeven P. M. He' reﬁom the djggmgs, so far as

5y

|
|

1

| M
NN, ]\‘H-/ ] :

KlCYamiviloe l_

c

peospected, td’pay from two to. three cents’ to
the pen, the average depth being from three to

The miners who went there are makmg prepa-
ration by getting out lumber for alulces and
other necessary purpos*e Thc farmcrs who.
went from Carson Valley lin hopes to find a for-
tune in a few days, feel isappo:nted and some
are rgturmnﬂ' : B t,,j'. |

Thompson has converged “with one Edwards,
who rf.lstded in’ Salt Lake City all winter, and
who states that John (‘hapman“_-, the only sur-
vivor, of the party of five' who were massacred
by the Mormons on thefr|way to the States, | is

8ix feet to the bed rock VFth plenty of water.

now on his way here from/ Genoa, 'in company_
with the partv ment.lopecll n yesterday's ;eport._
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SNOWSHOE THUMSUN OF THE SIERRA

1827 (To be honered at Squaw VYalley] 1876

[ Pioneer - Miner -
Millwright & Ma.ll Carrier]
IN e s

whose daniog explotts have never been equaled: wh

the high Sierra v bromg

s brave and daur

stratn of Vikings

unlortunate, and mosasapcs
Upper Tins,
T, _'\;'r. o j

. parendy (O Amnenea, wi
T\' e (o
Diamond, 1 the Garden of Edenn — |
Thence ba

kecph Smath, then wn { .

repasres] wurh r
an in 1340 Khin parted witt
Beigham's host for lows, Winter Quarters
In 18351 the futute hero of the Sierra pjoined 3 ¥
werland ek
Foek, Utah, to
\1--*1:;.1! fanth,
he mined wll o
be jmned in M ton banid s and grist ma
at Carey's Mills (now Woodiords) and Genoa, New
From here he carmed | s the m I

Knott by shas during winter time lics m
the Mormon sertlen In fu
bidder on weekly m ute b : vl Sale
Lake, allowed 10 Geprge Chorpending, for whom he worked
several venrs withour remunerntion. For W, (. Ralston |w

worked locating nimber for the Comstock mines above Lake
'rﬂ]'u'lg, nren; nnd tor Cenrrnl Pacific Ri vilromd carming messapges
on skig i winter during construction of the road till 1869,
From Scandinavian mimvmng town of Silver Mountain o Genon
he cardied mail from 1370-74 ar $1856 per annumn, passing
awidy on his Diamond Valley ranch from o sudden attack
of appendicitis May 15, 1870. Phow—Courresy Kathryn
Scocin — daughter-inlaw - of Mrs. John Thomson Seocin
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“Snow-Shoe” Thompeon

craid the High Sierra, No matter

For twent
BOR, ppAL

m 1856 o 1EMS—Joha A. T}
“naw-Shoe” Thompacn, braved the
winter storms of the High Sierra to deliver the United States
il to carly pioteens, in the dayr before railways “Pene-
trating the mountwing 1o isolated camps, rescuing the lost,
nd piving succor to those is peed along the way,” he wm
truly & “pionser bero of the Sierra™ On one cccasion be
rescued from certain death James Simscn, who had lain for
twelve dayn in 4 deserted cabin s Lake Valley. When
fourmd, bt Somon's {eet were (rosen

W

yrms, he pever falled to come

riy

e, his only f besrg a
derp wwrw
ben the rescor was 82 la

ciud DEOCISATY L0 Ammpratute Seawon

o went ol the way w0 Secraments and back

by kncwiedge of the mountaing end all ther wirs, as
as bia posae and By mwrveious strength, that eabied m
hee wild storms of the Sern w

socerssfolly to def
riy in Janas
Creeit, Thesspeon read
perenced = griteg the mals acros
Sierfa Nevads in winter He mssde bumsel! o
&8 be had maed i
aaC began the ardesess gred levoec work w
2 first trip was mmde
erville, Cal y

ar

e papers of

Ner

shoases. ™ or skia, »

VR

orna, o ( =

all the race of = n the

wid Abko e forerssser of the stage-

Seerra Nevada™

Jeha A, Y Snowshoe
1833 . 1875
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Adiners’ Ten CommBpancinienis. Frrruin—If vevmin infest thee or thy blankets, thon shalt be banisked i
{'the eabin. thes anel thy raitment untll ks shalt id Uhyself of thine unwed:

: WEEI0%, ISOLUPING A PREAMIE RY.LAWE AND ECKES
it | comp visitors. Aud on the day—ves, the haar—in whieh ji shall nppear that

o ﬂ_‘rfﬁfn :.'t'.”r iy thow art pidden of wll plagues—then in solemn posseosion shalt thow be

hzag e s e e 2k i Pladns Iy bt b1 stz Iu-mﬂ:-:l“:i:k- thy brother miners bick even unto ihe cabin, and all feast
Hign e Aine, - iy I | llll.l.ﬁ .

Wi it wningh ol 2l pise irves . ‘J‘;m | Sixrmiy—It s deorded that thou shalt not be made servanis one te another,
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" And dig wstil & vieker e~ | o' i oo 1l ¥ Th'm -nltﬂ*nri: mid mll:‘ lmﬁll;& e ber siares of shamo

Andl U “Uncle Fenins™ saliloqidsed ;—* L oneived In peace amd pros. | 9060 di an, AR ne honar, viriue wol thy } and

I""":;' “:.;r dern:-in the Stale of o, il e beweoemwn, ton apen | 8 ek wonld desplss and eursi and i’ thee away. enr; Handed,

anil threo shoats—hesldes dear Polly, woil Al Jake, and Tabitha, and | Bewore, lest thou art everiaken in wearel wanderings, and lose thy 1ifs,
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kel Incensne Ahes Tibed up hor volee st wept 460 | kissed hor and de | Erruy—And it is also deoreed, that thou, 0. young nius, who hast e
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stk s fur ma 'is tew houm,  And the romdorks!  Womler whish of
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YOL. 1.
TERWITHTAD IITao7,
8 FTELGEES FTIRT FafTEBAT NT
THORNBURAY & SLADE.
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ABYRATISE M ENTE.
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Followhing (nfermation:

On Wednesday, Ang. 20, Mestrs, Jobs
wan and Wilson, packers, were pttacked by
the lndisns, 81 & camp obi the Hid Wood
mountaln, Trinity trall, seme 2 miles
from Humbokdh Nay, which reslted in the
deatls of Mr. Jolmwun.  Mr. Wilson wia se-

gel’s Ranch, 14 miles from Unioutown, for
‘which place messengrrs were lustasily dis-

patchad,

s the arrival of the meesengeds in Us-
lottown, » company started fof the scene
of the melubcboly affals, uider the e
dinte command o Usplaite Bzith, Duxkes
and Taggurt.

(2 Friday aferneos, the compaey suc-
oreded o marprisiag & s=mter of lndiase,
waly & fow of whem escspeid; sad o Bai
wrlay, s woosd of four @ Bve miites &b
tacked and killed & wember, L3y whom
wad sidugalied aoe of Us serlerm of
dabnps

|
Mr Jubmees wes tman wide kad iz aayThing bul &a sgrendld <um
ye=ig il | gramed 1 ~ b

B dadng BEewh, & sbles o Germadj, S
which conutry be keteaded retarmosg skt
iy, Por the purpess of ridtisg bis parexts
asd & b froms wihich be bad besa o
meat werws rears.  He beeked forwand with
moch piessury o the Susest whes be
sbould Wil sdies 4o the coustry of hin
adoptioon, fur his sative land, bt his pame
Bow 124800 amety Use et of rictime bs Lhe
mrnge brdality of Ukest marciliss Indi
am. Mr. Wiless bs, wr sz Bappy b leam, |
prenscoced vut of daager by ter phreecine,
althoagh frem the aatare uf Lis woads kia
recomary wibl b sdow.
The lndisne in that part of the conwtry.
those luliabitieg the viciaity
of Rad Wiod creek, bave displayed a deep
anad Bitter hatred s the whites, which they
have evinesl by the mstdsr of many pack-
ery and elbses whis wer travelling threugh
that neighborhead.  Ustil the present
Kime, no sheps have beon talien to put o
st to their deprodations,

We bhave & goph Giles, known by the famillar appelin

Yreka, Siskiyou County, Cal,

2oy, 25l bundrnds of perees el b
Oakinad co the epposite side of the Tag,
attmatted by the sncomnormest of § rasd
Salloon sacvmiom, s wwdl a3 by the daise
toenjey the country alr.  Three
ol zamplement of passsngrry
day. the vellon wmnsed

Crakland, wilst the procass of inflating
talloon alowly progressed, under the man-
|agement of Mr. Kelly, who wa to hate

At hulfl past thive o'clock, the bafivg
wat & Ditte imore L half | v
and it was asnoasced Lhat Mro "
abowt bo amderiake Uhe vopuge. A drme
cruwd callected roead the baliocn, and

mvenl voynger boek Ble sosd in the

wizich was relessed from confssseni, 1w

L] Eelly rriaising his pe
withen in the oar. A Bas of Lighter weighi
s Sook his wesl, sad wsoiber sitempt
sl made, bt with s brilermoees. In

1y igoorant of The mazodr of BANAging 3
tallsm Bavisg wscreshed ase thirty =
farty feet, the Enllors was carried shong &7
& genlle bresze im A B. K. course sorees an
arm of the Bay socth of Oskinad, wad ri-
SR b il procesded 19 & preaber helght,
sktl [ wai concealed from view by some

coest of ibe mowntnine. 1o the course of
Ball an bour it bed attalae] & greater albl
v, aod sUill 158 courve was cnward and

Comme #3iAngird.

o epaliy wermifs swsiie? him—ibat pre

camme in combart with U babe of & tree

bt sacaged wnlsfmred Il.mlnnh-ﬂl

:Ihlnw.-lr p-.-ld.nlmr-i

ks o the boup, aad s mmell basd was
et acie fren o side of e boop s

| tioe otier, nod tied faet.  Upos thin n mmam | P

af stil] Tnwe weight ook B seel, And wa
mrriad, & few fowt from the groand, & dis
tance of sume Aftesn or twenty yards. By
this thime, the eXvursion wes looked apon
sa & good farce, and of course & twtal fail.
uwre.  Beweral pemons, appreclatiag the
fun, saliéd bo b permitiod 1o take & Fde,
suppeslag, a4 & matier of coaree, it would
be oniy fura fow yards. Amoog them wes
a youll of sixteen yoars of sge, named Ji=

villaine.
Wil ou frisnd Capl. Tagmst, or same

saflietant gusrotee (i the well knawn | sion of “Raadg.” Hahad gone ts Oaklsnd
characters of Caplaios Smith and tlsildl to well orangee—his avocatlon—and wus o
snd thidr men, that st offectunl stop Will | for all kinds afsport.  Withoat reflection,

duoed by the mevlaction of the air. The
routk Los wy mndevetgad, & felber and
brvileer lving in this city. Weawslt with
aEEa SLEALY 1o reamit of this maet ENLR-
endicary afisig
A frw maments sfler the balloon Bad
parted ororpaiy with (e earth, and whis
the distance of ball & wmile, sus of
yoang Gates' comparions shoxted to him
o know If be “wocld st have an wver
woatT™ The crowd srand mnjoyed ihe
jokn Bwartily, Itle thinking thet Uy brave
boy would in less ihan half an hour be
shiveriag with intenss cold: Wo may re
murk thet be was very lghtly elad. Ax
bie pscended, and befurs the outlioes of bis
fgore wers lost 1o view, in the distance,
lils buek was tarned ba the crowd, g we
did ol observe him make sny sitempt to
Ik bk o the workd Lie was lesving, we
trunl, bot temporarily. Wis deportment
was, howerer, atlirely comjosed, alibough

Saturday, Sept. 10th, 1853, NO. 14.

) mﬁu—h.'ﬁ-n of gir, p=d

made the cxrve Whick earried b 1 fhe
navth easl.  After baving strsck the cone.
bt cErrest, the dmtance wam se Eread thel
he BreTe of the by ranil za bmger be
distinguiabed. The bey sod the ballecs
presrzted & maghe STk o 1he virw:
peared, the dimisatien iz e cize was very
eradmal. 1 was, bowerer thrmephest the
whole e sers with the grestess distinee.
wem.  The atmesplers was czivessally
pore, and alter the balison had Seaced pasy
the low clouds babind which & was cone
craled within the first ten minutes, it wia
a0t again hid frote view aetil it hod  pess-
od beyond the range of vnsided bumma
vislon., Even when b dlssppesred, it did
not beems G0 have been capecalid by the
11ght Beecy elouds kthe buckground, bot
grndunlly dwindled to & apeck s amall
that 14 could bo Jenger be discoversd.

At et the rpeciatory sected 10 bive
Leen losenaibde of the danger attendant
upon the voysge.  Ther regarded 11 mers-
Iyas mgost Jolie. od » pretty spectacio—
s beautifil did the balleem tise, und so
gretelully did it Bout along bigh shove Lhe
topn of the mosotains. N wes only when
 bechine acarcaly pererptitle, Hilleg bigh-
er and bigher sbeny emcoesaive bell of
londs, Uhal they begas e euquine tnty the
clrrumatanees of Uor ssceet gad the sams
of the dring bey, v well a ts whe mighy
e ks bame for permitiicg or roontesme:
fng the raeb est. Moch unxiety was e
tertadined to Mww whatler ke bad flen
from the board. A gl was bdalosd sod
11 was macertained that u Besvy esdwtzzcs
wad ofil]l sttached b fhe ballaes This

m. wearted om
beosaback 3 the Srvction the Malioa bad
Lakrs, bet Uty b 2o prbabiity be coeid
Barw ket 12 im adght for whem lied sevn it
miat bave been beyomd the Sowntals, sl

When the balloes Srafattaned & poi-
tiom abeve ihaf line of the mossmtaly iy
serzsrd Ao be abost Bve limes the Beight
of e mosatain—whez last sess, abeui
Hght timws. 7 then sppesred to be gt an
wngle of abeet eightees degrees with the
Base lse of the ensth. The distapes froem
the place of departore, and the beight
above the earik, mont of coares remaln &
Subject of cenjecture. The directiss i
which the balleen wua pring, when lust
Sven, wan hat of Kacoamente, The bal-
loow waa dintinetly secn throughest it
progress, by the citisens of San Franclsen,
and W wdiditional distancy adided by the
Mrlrmuhuwnum
of tha abject bat slightly.”

Hion. George Adsms Smith, District
dudge of the niath Jodicia] IHatrict, died
Festerday. st Hamilton. Judge Bmith wae

be put to the depredetiond of these red | be was told io jomp in.  Tumilog o b

bis sent waa & most uncotufisrtalie ot —

compagion, he hasded his basket of mi!‘“w!lm N T
e 80 b, s mekine Ll bl Aiem pes ep

A yuung man of grest promise. snd rapldly
Hislng It bis profession. T his endden de-
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THE GREAT FIRE OF 1851

Wm.B.PETERS vrites a long letter under date of "San Francisco Le 22 Mai/51",
tohis lady fiend. A six page letter written 1B days after the fire that swept
San Francisco May 4th 1851.The following is taken from the last two pages, the
first four being in French."0f course you know about the Fire that destroyed
our beautiful city - I was coming from San Jose at the time & only got here the
night aftervards,but then the smoke was enough to smother one a mile from the
city, & the harbour was full of embers & half wrecks of the houses vharves,fire
kept burning for a week.But the energy of the Franciscans is eagqual to the cal-
amity & S.FPr, is rising Pheenix like from the ashes.Already more thany the
town is rebuilt tho not on the same costly plan,vhere there were good substan-
tial brick houses now only little frame houses.™ He then goes on to ask ™ Has
your brother William any notion of coming to California to see the Elephant”.
This last expression was popular with the gold rushers on thier arrival at the
gold mines,which was a sight as rare as naagng an Elephant to them.




THE WESTERN MAILS

ZACK'S EXPRESS
Granwville Zackharian operated an express between Downieville and La Porte,
California, via the Gibsenville Ridge in 1865 and 1866, by snowshoes in winter
and on horseback at other times
handstamps known of this express,

There seems to be one printed frank and thres
as illustrated. The 1857 dats on the third hendstamp is regarded as an error.

Will ertnmeuce ruunnrg- twize ‘A w .
1 ek bt
mﬁ.mm Ly Fucts, asd istermetlate p:::'
Lettors, Papers, Langton's Ex prs
X THE

Al
Mountain Messenger,
| Lraving Dewywrels gy Tt 1wy enia

ll-ll Lalvrie va Ssalays sut l‘-ﬁwd::. .
b8 80 B hopad Ut eitmene alun

JRLFMLLS Vi enlorpr o Hitveralis 1 lu.I: :l:r; :T-“

.":.'.‘-"{“ MOFDL Wiliter communication belween

s SRR i Soath Shew of @b Viauty, miviag the

l ng _tr;_alt—ml UG kelier cotsmunbealen via,

Masyun

The above is from M.C.Nathan's,book, FRANKS OF WESTERN EXPRESSES,
Collectors Club of Chicago,1973.Al11 are from printer,s proofs.
Also submitted to Zack vas the unused cover shown below,with the
date of 1857.Apparently the middle design vas selected, because
there are three known used on cover.All four shown above are print-
ed and not handstamped as claimed in the book.The rectangle shown
above was just recently discovered and is now the only recorded

example.
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U. 5 WEST
" Exploits of some of the more engaging of the road agents who justified
the salary of James B. Hume, chief of Wells Fargo detectives, will be found
By the early sixties Wells Fargo was once again making headlines by the

handling of perishable foodstuffs, not oysters this time for the nabobs of
upstate New York, hut&uhbutur&um\'unmtfnnhcwdl-h::hdpopu-

Jarna A Con Tenmaloni' wad F. 0

elsewhere in this narrative,

Valley
date of
sho like
sntieth-
er from
Vashoe.
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RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, L.L.C.
P.O. Box 2679
Ranchos De Taos, NM 87557

telephone: (505) 751-7607
email: covers@sfrajola.com
web site: www.rfrajola.com

DATE......... (L2308 . %Wm\&w_.

\\\q\.ﬂm\%v

NAME ... A4en8. ANV PLlD oo,
....... vPey wrten 7ERCACE o Phone... e e
........ P B, AL e
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ments may be made by regular first class
mall without additional insurance
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THE WESTERN MAILS

FORD & COs EXPRESS. This express operated in California in 1851 and 1852 between
Sacramento and Greenwood in El Dorado County. The letter dated at San Francisco May
8, 1851 was picked up at the post office in Sacramento, post paid 12%, by FORDS
EXPRESS and delivered to the Doctor as per note on reverse of cover "Rec'd Saturday
June 28th 18561 at Hangtown®. The manuscript 1.40 is the express charge.
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PILOT CREER CANAL, GEORGETOWN, EL

DORADO UOLNTY.
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Minec's Lite — Nevada, California

17 O y Blustrated letiershee!, publshed and sold in the goldfields of Sacramento — depicting different scenes of the goldminer s
Blestyle. Writien from he goldmenes ness Nevada by 3 young mines/ sdventurer, writing home 1o his mother and father — %—'
ipfnrhegded MNevads Feb 4 1855 excerpt as fofiows

‘I am now Eving at Nevada, | left Santa Clara with the sxpectation ol finding limes more lavorable. Miners are not doing

but very iftie owing to the scarcity of waler. | with some others have jumped a pisce of ground on Big Deer cresk, which ==

was claimed by some Dulchman and contested thair Ulle and we gained our rights. | shall go to work as soon as we 72— =
can fix our sivice boxes. They are sinking shafts lo the depth ol 250 lee! and carrying water over the lops of some of :

the highes! mountains and lore away whole mountaing thal nothing sise bu! the yellow ore could have done. t’r"_"g
Today ks Sunday, » greal day in the mines, on one side you can hear the volce of the preacher — preaching o his congregation,

on the other you hear music and Gamblers crying al the piich ol their volce. The cilizens ol Calllormnia are going ahead

A with their raiiroads pretty lively. Wrile where all the girls are lor they are rather a scarce arlicle out herel’ 850,
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MINER'S LIFE.Ilustrated.
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THE HONEST MINER'S SONGS
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES

PATRIOTIC COVERS

IBE1-1865
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VIEW OF WORTGOMERY NTNEET, NEAN THE FOOT OF WARHINGTON STREET, SAN FRANCIRCO, CALIFORNIA. [ © 7
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THE GOLD RUSH EXPRESSES

EVERTS, SNELL & CO.EXPRESS.This express was established in 1850,
Frank Evert's name,as indicated by the cover shown above, which
originated with ADAMS EXPRESS at COLUMBIA on Sept.8,1854. ADAMS
carried it to MARYSVILLE and turned it over to EVERTS for deliv-
ery to Edward Wyman at the Junction of Nelson Creek and Feather
River. 1In 1851 a man named Snell was taken in as a partner as
indicated by the cover below.Various changes in partners folloved
until 1862 when Everts sold out to Holland,,Morley & Co.(SEE cover
of EVERTS,WILSON & CO.EXPRESS in this collection).The cover below
originated,as per postmark.,at Coldenham.N.Y June 15,1853 1t was rated
“paid 6" to Marysville where it was forwarded by Everts & Snell to
Mr.Stuart.as per manuscript directive "To be forwarded by Everts &
Co.Express to Onion Valley"
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SNANG
cﬁxp RESSZ:
o PANAMA.»/

FREEMAN & COs.EXPRESS. JOHN M.Freeman entered the express
business in July 1850 vhen he bought 2 half interest in

HAWLEY 'S EXPRESS. In November of 1850 he bought out Hawley

and in June 1851 he bought out Mumby & Co.He sold out to ADAMS

& COMPANY on November 14,1851. Then with the failure of Adams

in 1855 he organized FREEMAN & COs.EXPRESS.Freeman operated
world wide and extended his express to all themining regions
inCalifornia and the Fraser River gold rush in British Columbia.
He sold out to WELLS,FARGO,his biggest competitor,in 1859.
Cover above originated PANAMA on Sept.14,1856,via the steamship
J.L.Stephens to San Francisco,where it arrived Sept.29th. As the
handstamp indicates,COVA & CO vere Freemans agents at Panama.

Cover BELOW is a fine example of FREEMANS printed frank,type 11,
used to GRASS VALLEY,CALIFORNIA. No year dates.




THE WESTERN MAILS

NEW WESTMINSTER, BRITISH
COLUMBIA. Cover shown was
carried by ocean steamer to San 5 —
Francisco and thence by the over-

land stage to the east and its destination where it was backstamped OTTAWA June 16, 1886, The canceller tying the 3
pence B.C. postage stamp was first used to frank letters carried by the express companies and after 1864 to cancel the
stamps as shown on cover Lo the right. The conver is backsiamped GENERAL POSTOFFICE BRITISH COLUMBIA M-l:i' 14,
1866. The US. stamp was probably put on by the NEW WESTMINSTER post office for pre-payment through the US. mails.

Cover below was carried by Wells, Fargo & Co. from Victoria, B.C.,, via San Francisco, to New York where it entered
the 11.S. mails on Feb. 18, 1870 W, F. & Co. would send a quantity of their franked covers to the Victoria P.O. to be stamped
and cancelled with the local rate of 5¢ for which they were charged. They would then add the US. stamps, if for trans-
mission to or via the United States, as needed. The rate of 24¢ to England from the US. was changed to 12¢ in January
1868 and then to 64 in January 1870. Apparently the sender had purchased several of these pre-stamped envelopes from
Wells Fargo in 1869 because there are 2 more identical covers, except for the added 10¢ stamp, from the same corres-

pondence. The sender

could have added the 10¢

"“‘1 stamp because is was over

I 1 oz. not knowing that the

N rate had changed on

January 1, 1870. The cover

is back-stamped as illus-

trated below — Feb. 1,
1870.

1 not delivered wiihin

In any event, the 10¢

kP stamp most certainly did

P o /:_":‘_ 5 originate on this cover and

187 | one can only speculate as
- = - 5 — -~ to why it was added.




THE WESTERN MAILS

CAMP ON SNAKE RIVER, WYOMING TERRITORY

This post was established on November 7, 1870, when Companies F and K, 8th US. Infantry,
marched from a camp near Rawlins, Wyoming pursuant to Special Field Orders No. 14,
Headguarters Ute Expedition, November 3, 1579, The troops were under the command of
Captain Leonard Hay who selected the site on the Snake River about due west of Union Peak and
the Wind River Mountains. It was abandoned on July 16, 1883. There was no post office at this
post.

The hand painted UUS. postal cards bear a detailed description of the camp on the address
side. The writer states: “These pictures were painted with water oolor by a soldier of this
command.” The views are signed by the artist in lower right hand corner. The Snake River runs
between the line of trees in the background and tha hills. One is a summer scene and the other
winter.
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