
TIlE WESTERN MAILS

KA."SAS em' STOC'KTOS ROlnv. n,i>< mutr ,..a._ ~ulh...r ....'(\ hy.n aM n('''''l:l"l''M on Nar("h 3,
18$. bu. " ..... IItlI un.~ Mayor 1S57th., .....ntraM ..·..~n~ into wllh JtI«>b lIalllt callftl ror.
monthly mail rrom Kans.. CIt)'. M......n, 'ia AJbuqu('rqu~.Nf'W MuM:o t.o St:odnon. CaW"omlL Th~
....n ...... 'us In I", IIf'rf....-....t'd by. ,..~ mu'" "'agon and ",xlyda}""_~ allowed r.... IM Ihrou~ IMp al
179.999 PM")'<'&r

TlIt' n......·ett:bound mlUlldl KansuCllyon Oct.obn" I, 185ll and 1M_bound ...ftStockt.on on
"O\~m",","1, IBM ntf a«ompan)"lfll map xh--.. .M ......... rf"On\ Stockton .0 San•• Ff andl~up
.M Santa F~ Tra~ .0 Fort )4 ....n rro..... hoft II rontmued on '0 " ....... CIty

Th~ roul~ ..... d_unu<ed On July I. 1858 &1I.Pr bootng to opf'ratlOrt only II~monlhs.An-ordlltl
'0 .hf m_fr GfnfnJ' I'f's-t ror 1869 lylWO IEIiUlS~ C'lIl"ned u.. f'IIlJn roulf from
StocktOIl " ....AII Cay M...c 01.1><0 m.~ rrifd ........ th .. roulf"'aX _ ..~ ""nta F~andK_

"".
",. ('OYPI" n bdow o ......ated at Dl"TOl fUT. CAUfOR.'1A aU P1 lOW... north
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TAILI lOC(,H.T. P08t Office va, a.ta~llshed sbnut 18~6 Or 18S7,
in Pavnee,County,vlth John FI..ing a. po.t-aster. The Illustr_
ated all-over ..p cover bear. a unique use of a -anu.erlpt po.t.
-ark, SEr. ~. The cover I••ddte••ed to C.H,Cer••v~o va. pr~­

bably a ralatlve of Horatio H. Care, the .econd po.tas.tet of
Table Kock. Since It I, pr~paid vlth a )¢ .t~p of the 18~1

i"ue. the year data vould be about 1859/&0, before Cere bec~e

po.t tar. The at~p cover, the Imprint of a Land Agency at
!lr nvllle.N.T. The directive to left of at~p read. "Care of
Uncle Sano", !leeaun lMI.t of the t ....n. on the -ap are platted, the
po.t.a.ter probably wanted ~~ give Table ~ock a boost and platted
It for all to .ee.



TUB WESTERN ltWLS

L..
,
• 4

~

••';'.J"

JAPAN·U.S.VIA CANADA,SAN F1ANCI9DO
AND TIUt CElmtolL OVfJU.AHD STAGE

Thla cov<ll~ o~i&t.... tad at t .... Japane ... pont of LfJ\AC#Jl'A on Oct.
J,t&6J, If the notation on cover ta torrect. It wa~ ~out.d via
t .....hlp SOHASS to VancouV<ll~ t.land and t""'n forwa~d.d by t ....
U.S,Conaulata on March 2S,1864. Why tt took over ftv. ~ntha

to ~a.ch Vancouvar ra.alna to be explatned. On .r~lv.I.ln San
r~anctaco,t"" po.t of fica ratad it a. a ahtp I.tt.r and atamped
it "IllE 4" (2C ahtp and 2e local f .... ). On del1very to I'tacondary
and Company that~ addr.aa va. croaaad out, a Je poataaa atamp
wa. added and tt wa. plac.d back In tha poat offtea. Here it vaa
po.trw.rkad "1'Wl Jl 1864" and tha WE 4 vaa oblltnated with tha
cog can.. \' Nota indlcat.a that It vaa "Rec ApI 1864".
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Overland CalifornIa Stage Coa.ch

l1Zl«lUlCDA or THI HAIL aoun;s TO CALIPW,lllA

~ followt~ ettrlctl .re t.ken fro- • -e.orand. of the Po.t... tar Ceneral of
.~ Unltld Stltel Itlttn~ the ov~rland ..tl routel by no.blr and detlll '0 data
of KIrch 22d, U D.

8911
I06U.."louta·

lout.:
lout.:

louu' 12}71!1 Iluttlrfl.ld o..~rl...d Katl. 1lIe route v..
2.795 atlea lon~, ..king it t~ lon~•• t
continuous .t~coech Itne in hl.tory.
St.Joeapb,l'Io. to Salt Lake CHy VUh.
Neo.ho,JOt>. to Albuquerque,Mew Me"lco.
Sin Antonto,T.xe. to Sin PteIO.Clltfornll •
Aho known .. the Jack ..... KIll.

I"",te. 12801 Salt Like Clty.Utah to Placervtll~.Caltt·

ornta. "'1'0 knnwn I. the Ch~rpe~nina r"",t••
I .....t.' I}O}O tn~penclenc •• !to. to Stockton, Callfornta.

,1,110 known a. the ran... City/Stockton
r ..... t ••

Alia II.t.d are t~ Pan......d Tahu... t.pec
ee.... route••

~ ..moranda SDe. tnto det.tl on the r..... t •• end the ~J.bar of Ilttlrl .nd
..0 bag. c,rrl.d. , ...~Il II the typel of conv.yanc~1 .... 1~ "'I:on. -
~ horle coachel • covered clrrla"1 • horll·back ect. 010110 Itltld II the can·
tr.Ct d.t•• ,lncludlna the .~ptratlon or canc.llation dat•• ,..... 11 a. the
doll.r • .aunt. of the contr.ct ••

Toe .hort•• t ltv.d rout..... the Neo.ho/"'Ibuqu~rque ..hlc~ lalted about 6
...,nth. - Oct. 11158 to Hay 11.18}9. Me.t ,,&I the Indf!p"nd~nCl/St~ckton..hlCh
la.tad fr~ Oct. IS}8 to Augult 1859. Only one letter ~a••urvlved fro-
tht. rout. t ••• Kan ••• City/Stockton route In tht••"hlblt), Non. ar. known
to '~llt fr~ tha Meolho/"'lbuq~erque route. The San Antonto/Sln Ptego Ie. ted
4 y••r. vith r.ductton••nd .lter.tlon. (,ee Jack A" Hail tn this ."l1thlt).
Thl. e~htbtt cont.tn••~.~pla. of all the abcY, overl.nd rOut••••capt for

the Nsolho/Albuqu.rqua rout., I' ... 11 el .......ple. of th. t ..o DCein rout•••
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I«l«lKAIfllA OF THE KAIL ROU'TES TO CALIFORNIA

(' ¥ (.;',u flltNr____ a-.£ ))/-fL. c.h,,_.....~_

ChUU/,"! d e.7n.J €h--Z{ • fU~-~_4J, _ J;. eJ:,,~~_ ~
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COAST L tKE STAGE COMPANY

Thi. California .~~. and expre•• was owned and operated by
Flint, Bixby' Company from January 1,1868 to about 1880. Tn.y
ran .tag•• , carrying the U.S.~.il. and Well.,F,rgo ••pra••
trOd San Fr.netlco to Lo. Angele. and San Dt.go including
Mont,ray,San Lui. Obi. Po and Santa Barbara. COVet shown .bove
.... " ..d trOll San ll~n&vent\1r.,Callfornl.to Provtclent•• Penn.
Iylvantll and tlwln fo...... rded to Me,hoppen. No year data.





HORHONS - PLURAL MARRrACE _ SLAVERY

A grea t let ter 11ri tten by John C. Haag land, probabl y a Scand inavi an convert, vho
had come overland a year or tliO betore this letter.Thr tollolling extracts are
taken under date at M Salt Lake City Utah Territory/March 11 1860":

'" ,Uncle Sams army is lIith us yet located about 45 miles South of this City at
Camp Floyd ~ a useless expenditure to the govt I think _ there never lias any use
of their comeing here in the (lrst place!.. had this people have ..een fltt to do
so could have cut them all off vlth five time .. their number in Echo Kanyon & you
1I0uld agree lIith me could you but see as I did hoy this people lias flxd there-
the only benefit that I can see that it has been to anyone has been to line the
pockets of a fell contractors in the lIay of freighting supplies from the states
I.e - there is one firm that has made a fortune at their freighting _ they have
been as high as 2!lcts pr Cllt &. never less than 20cts,but itis let this season to
another firm at 18cts - the price is the same lIether delivered here or left at
fOrts Bridger,Laramie,or kearney - I mean that portion of it that is designd for
those places - but the army are all to leave here in the spring.but about 500 !:'len.
We have had a COld hard lIinter but not very deep snail in the valley - some six
veeks of it there lias not a day but the thermometer lias 12 to 15 degrees belov
zero some portion of the day - Unless my prospects look much better I shall not
lIinter here more tha.n another vinter _ the customs & manners of the people are
so different to vhat I have been accustomed and it is not tobe lion de red at IIhen
one takes into acct. the kinds of people of ...hich society is found here - there
is over 100,000 persons thrown together from all nations almost upon the face
Of the globe - I dont believe there is another llIan liveing that could keep this
people together & harmonize all the different elements Of the dlfterentnations
so lIell "" Brigha. Young - you ... ill hardly hear of an instance of one going cont_
rary to his councel & all go to him for counsel & their affairs - there is no
appeal from the decision of him l. his councIlor", of ...hich he has two viz Heber C.
Kimball & Daniel Wells,f, plurality •••• eJrist.. alaost to a aan hardly onc of thea
but has 2 vivcs l. .any of the. fro. 'I to 6 &. 8 but none can have lKIJ:e than one
vithout the consent of Brigha.&. fJ:o_ his decision there is no appeal in aatters
of .atei_ony or divorce - in the latteJ: case if a .an &. vo.an cannot aoJ:ee to live
together all they have to do is go [to]hi. &. state their griveances & if he thinks
thelll or surticient iaport he at once disolves the .arriage covenant betveen the.
vhen each one gael' their ovn vay &. if at a future tiac they should find other part­
ners go to hia &. he is just as ready to unite the. again &. 80 on to the end of the
chapter Ii. all this vithout fee or revard - very .agnaniaous! r dont know
but little of vhat is going on in the pOlitical ...orld outside at these Mountain
bound vallies but I am lIith you heart!.. hand in extending the blessings Of free-
dom to all but I am afraid that mllny of our friends Ilt the North & East are to zea­
lous - perhaps you lIill say that can not be but r have my reasons" I think they
are good ones for ve must grant to each state her own rights & privileges ( I am a
state rights man) & one of her olin rights is to make her ovn lays So far as they
do not interfere vith the constitution of the U.S. so that IIhen ever a strong
move is made by Northern men against Slavery it lIakes up the ire of the hot headed
Southerners & they in their State Legislatures pass lays that is still more str­
ingent upon the Slave &. binds the chalns of Slavery so much the tighter ~ am I not
right _ 1I0uld it not bewell as the constitution of the U.S. by its silence upon
the subject virtually permits Slavery to exist _ to let it alone IIhere it [is]
but admit no nev Slave States - in Illy humble opinion it would lIith many a thinking
man _ at the South Slavery is becomeing unpopUlar So compared with our free vhite
labor unprofitable _ This letter co.es to you by a pony express .ail that leaves
here eveJ:y friday [March 16,1860 the day the envelope va6 post_arted] & goe6
through to St.Joseph in 6 days it i6 carried on pack ani.a16 & carrte6 letters
only _ it is a recent thing &. I hope it vi 11 be continued although O. S. (Oncle Salll)
dont Seea to be very favorably disposed tovard6 a aai1 this vay •.• John C .Hoagland"

••••••••••••••••••••••••••
NOTE. The first Eastbound trip of the Pony Express left Salt Lake City on April
7th and lias 6 days in reaching St. Joseph On the Missouri _ April l3,1860Apparen­
tIl' ,Hoagland decided against the PONY,vhen he ... lIs told the rate was $5.00 p.~ oz.
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C~ntral Route
1860
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lnt~restin, Ietl~r lll1d~r poslmarUd iiALT LAKE em, u:r MAR. 16, 1860" II lelll abo...t
eamp f10yd and the US ArmyExpM'tion 10 Ulah _ .......8elessapendll......·, ...oommenQon
Brigha.... Youn" polypmy and Ih Monnon..

~ Ietler ~nd. wilh the following; .71li.J /d~ amoa 1O)'Otl ~¥ 0 JlO"¥ e:rpr-.. ...... IIIJt4I
tHtIlIll ........ I!'VtrlI Pride¥ o"d~ UlI'OII9/t 10 Sl. JfJtIqJh ;" 6 d<J~ _ il '" CIl.....wd ()fI pod(
o.I/ ......LI olld CIll"l"WwId~ ()fI1¥ - 11"'0 _IUlIlIgalld f />opl! ,I ,,:W booOOllfill1UlUo~
U,s. IUttcw. So"'! doIll HIl'III 10 boo """JftJwrah/¥ dispoud IowtJI"d tJ lIIOi/UI", "'OJ'.. End q...ote

",.. le'lt~r w... po,n<!d _bo...t two weekll beto... the Pony E.pr~. began operaUng.

. .
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PLACERVILLE i. ST.JOSEI'H
OVERLAND TBLEGRAPH CO.

Thll pioneer telegraph COllpany was established by Frederick A.
Bee in 1858.!t was the flrlt telegraph line to be strung eastward
frolllCslifornla to Nevada and in June of 1861 it was incorperatcd
with other Interestl as the Pacific Teles;rilph,operatins; as the
Overlf,nd Tel.gtaph Company. Dullding crews,working ftom bot~

ends,completed the line on Oetobet 24th,thus bringing to an end
the need tOt the Pony Expte'lI, ,..hlch made it':!l last tim in November
of 1861.It was the Telegtllph,the pony and the ttanscontinental
talltoad that tied the nation together,aftet a great Civil War .1­
lIlost tore I t apart I The cover is addressed to A, Ii, Bee, brotl)cr of
Frederick Bee. Postmarked at PLACERVILLE CAL JUN 3C (1862).
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Fl•. 2 .:a..tbound co",". from San Pranc""", carrled ow. the enure route dUring
lh~ Ihle,t lM'rioot wlwn the rat~ w"," one dollar The clI._lern '''nnl"al wuchanllM
from St. J'.....·ph to Arch"""", K'lll~"'" In s.,ptem"". of lll(j I which lIC<'Ou lilA (or
th" 1l()!Ilmllrl<.
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nC. I W.....h......d"'""" no III f'aJa., t".,.I ....... ~Il ....... 01.)',

t lah T"l'rCmydlll'1ft£ 1M roN od whom 1M tar., walh'!'doIan..

•

- ......
--.L

-!PI ...'-
n .. 3n.. ......... r.hown ....~~

bean tIl~ nn.- ,uoodold pnnttd nA.'lK
tJLthr PonyE>lpr-.lt COflta.Md'I~
~ ...lUrh had bftfI W"ond fro- s...
r.....~.o c...- Cily. L'T TlwI~
~t(II'" III ear- ro.....·ardtd~ .... thrl'O~"
~ :111, llolliO, d II ......~I I". 110.'
eOCAPt' Expr 1St.~w~.w.
pl_ on thel.:.s Ott. 11th. ..".. ...w
ft.M • 1M ~phch~ by De... 1M
triqcraph opnator "m,1N! f'nYdopet of thill
Iypt _ .. for lh..... or 'M roonpany and
....re 1\0( sold W 1M fHlfTaI pubIie, Th.. 10
~r... pIIid thepl)lU«ll'todellluw.1on lmmSL-.,

Transcontln~ntalPony Express

OrpnHd by R..-U, "'IliOn .lId Wadd..U..... acc."..",. .........,.,OCwCENTRALO\1ERt..V-"DCALlFORNIA A
PIKES PEAK EXPRESS 00., to mftt the demlnd for • rapid overland maU 1efYic.., and 10 hrlp prClmote I

~rnm..nt mlU I"OntrKL On April 3, 1860, ..ith IIllr. continent tor I ra« course. til.. ~I famo.... letter
up._ In IlIILOry ~an lUI ronUnllO... relay or th.. m...11 (rom 51. Joeeph. Mi880url to San FranciKo.11I11
CO<ItJn ..~ IIntll th.. complftlon of theleltgraph line In the r,1I of 1861, Ih.. laM trip bel'4l made In NovemberGr
that ~.r.

UntU April or l~llhe r.te·......~.oo ~r h.lfounc:e. From April 10 July 12.00 ~r hall'ounce, and tromJlIly
on II ..... 11.00 ~r hlfounce. In JlIlyot 18(11 Wellll FarllOlr.Co.lOOkOYe1"operatlon ohhe ettern dJVilIon, and
Issued .lamlM.uch .. the one on Ihe cover.twwn FI~. ~ Fin.nchallythePonyExpn8B r.Uurebe<:.Ultthe
comp.ny ..... nt'V1!r .ble to get • llOV1!rnmenl m.ll contra<:L
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RAXlflllAL , ST •.JOS£PH 1.1.
1lIr; IAll.IOAD OF TlIE I'OtfY EXf'USS

th. K&nnl~1 , St • .Jo•• pb I.'. was c~pleted••cro•• the st.te of
!1luoutl. f ...~ ll&"nl~1 to S:.Jo.eph I" r.bn,a ... y of le~9. The ••st.
er" .all. t~t wee...de uo foe the flest we.t~~nd run of the PO~y

r;.p...... we .... C.......I.d ov.r thl ..... llroad on A~rll ).18~0. Becau.e of
• _I •••d connactlon .t Detroit the ~ll arrive late .t St.Jo I"
.plte of • recoed run by the Ha.... lbal l. St.JOleph 1.1. It w•• 7 P!'l
In the .v.nlnK of Aorll third bafo ... e the ~y cot aol"l. Tha flr.t
..II .rrlved by POny .t S.cr.....to on the 14th .nd I.te th.t sa~

avanlna It arrived .t San Francl.co vi. the .te..boat ANTELOPE.
The covar .bow.. w.a carrlad Over thla r.llroad early In A,rtl of
1860 and st the tt.. of the Inaullur.' of the Pony £"pre".
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. . , So. Naples •..
lIa'lllb'" -""ro'd t·'"- ..-J. 1110.

rtf- ~ ~b...~ 18,0
~, ~.,/-"~

./ >0<.) /- ~

,l~fE51~:~ .. ..... ---e;t":)~.'" <.:::;.... ..,,,....,..,,-._-
,"'fTU. Kt.u:::- ... Cooo" ~.-....--- ",:</=__.':"':/_L.:__J

L2'~·'·__'::;:=-""'''''~---;~~::
IlA/'lIflIlAL '" sr ..JOSEPIl 1t.1t.

Ad"utl.i,.. c.rd .bovina a ..p of the railroad and It.
conn.ctlon. with the ST.JOSEPH 6. callen. BLUFFS 1t.1. til

the nlltthwett .nd the 1lAlllf[1lAL & "APLES 1t.1. to the ... t.
P••••• Ilf the t .... connectlnl I,n"••nd the re""r•• Ilf the
cud .hewn .bov••nd bel .....

MISSOURI LOYAL AND PEACEFUL.
HANNIBAL" ST. JOSEPH R. R...__,_r __ __"' .

-'''''-'''---""I. 'I. " ". "" 11" ~",.~, ,,."•......__ _, , , "'-_ ...
no " _ ,,. on _ """'-' ,__._..

I.UYUWOITlI. Ilunu.&, qurnuo. WU.'DOTTI u. au,....., ....",-...,..
..aa.......... "'TY. PL.&TnMOIIT•• OOLUl ... ~I> ootIII"U, .w....

nA'L"" MAIL COAC""" ••
• _~ "'_ - ~_ ..'--I -...~ - " .. ..- -

.,...I~U. .. O ~rotn ~(.Oot " CALlrO~"IA MArL co..Clln,
......... '_. _ ...,....... , .... , ,. , .--, e<oI. " .., •
.".B.'•••r "w.,.•. "w •• ~, ••, ., , _ .•,"I

......, .. 1 _ •• ,,,,_. '-' __
......... _ __ 0:-,.., ,_ _ _., , ..

~ ~ ..~ " ,~ ~. II '''' •••. ,~.,.. " .

I !... G.G , 0.., 11011.. .1.'1, 1"'''00'.' 1.11 .... nn. U..1t &.'...
LW, ~.I'IG , ".....1. jl'~ •. .
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UNION P....CIFIC "RAILROAD 1869.

,.....

,.

WASll_A_IUI WY May 13 t869 was an express lind telegraph atatlon on
the UNION PAC t FtC RAILRO .... D in Sweetwa ter Coun ty, wyo.. ing Terr I tory.
It was the !irst staLion ea.t of Red Desert,mldwlly between Ralltlns
and Bitter Creek.There was no POSt office at this station and there­
for it il a railroad Itation postmark applied at the station. The
O.P.R.R. HAY 13 and the ~killer·cllncel1ation lIere applied on the
train. On M",y 10th,Just three dllys berore this cover lias postmllrked,
the CENTRAL P....CIFIC,building east lind the UNION PACIFIC ,building
IIQlit.lIlot It PROMONTARY.UT....H.cOlllpleting the first r",ilrOlld lIcross
North Amer ICII.



MAY 11:1. 1869

PREIMEINTEIRY
An e,' n! lbat dt 1'1> fIe<' d Ih. Ii,.,. of all Am ricaI" and fOrr\N
clIan~~d the AmI''' an \\r

r ,\"". "n.. hundr..d ~· ..a" I., .. hUJ I., .. jnaljn~ n.." bnok$ brinll )'''U

in graphic woroland fahulo01 pklu"" the epic slor,' of lh. huildinR
of the 'w" great railroad. thai iujn~d East and Weot.
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CENTRAL PACIFIC ll.ll .. 'this vas t.he vestern division o( t.le
transcont.1 nental ra i I road (roil Ogden. Utah to SOln Francisco.
Cover above bears the type II postllOlrk dated "NOV 22" 1870.

CALIFOllHIA PACIFIC iI.lI. co. Illustrat.ed Olllover aap cover
shovs the railroad routes o( the C.P. and the CENTRAL PACIFIC
R.ll. Map is a -Lith by Ezra A.Cook Ii. Co.Chicago . NO year date.
Indistinct postmark.
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._ P1CF1C 1ll1lWAY COMPAN'

BUILDtllC THE FllST nAllSCOl'TtKEIlfAL lAtLlO.\D

Llttlr written by a ..~bet of on. of the surv.y pattl.s laylnl o~t hi
routl ot the Union '~Iflc 1.1. In the spring of 1860.Fort Sand.rs wa'
then In the Dakote T.rrltory _ Just four .anth. before It bec~ the
V~lnl Territory on July 10,1868. Bord.a~a IWII.o~tl wrl~.s to his
.ather: ''ThIs party will operet...ch f.rth.r w.,at than the ot'wlu If
the ru-ors which we heer et. correct; we will proc••d to Gr.en llvet
.bout 250 Or )00 ell.a west of thla plac. ~ will work .eat until w.
~.t the other patties. Col.HuCnutt'. & Kt Jon.O'NeIII'a pertl.s I.tt
here this .arnlnl, the flnt for the North Pl.tte ~ the aecond fo':"
Hedlclne Bou, Eech werl accoepanled by two four _Ie te&ft. for ttans­
porting the provl.lona,tent., etc, & a two _Ie t ... for conveying the
Instrueentl balAege &c; the engineer. being cocpelled to uae ~.nk'a

~re.*Thelr a.cort being ra~dy will at.rt tomorrow & ovart.k. the. on
the way, ~~r party wIll pro~ably I.ave o~ Handey unle.a det.lned by
the w.ether; and the pre.ant Indlcatlone .re not very f.vor.bl ••••••• t
heve luat ftnlahed ey dinner Which consisted of aOJhelly (potk) or
turkey,blscuta with butter,ltewed tOGatoes & ap,les, coffee without
eUk & .ppl. pl. w..tieddovn with. cup of water. Thl. la conald.. red
vary lood living for thia country - v.. ry aubatenttal & fl ••h producing,
no doubt, &we ell rell.h It v.. ry euch Inde..d . It vill not do for UI
to antlclpatl the nature of the f ..rl vhlch v.. ah.. ll racelv. two eanthe
henc•• W•••y how.ver subatttut.. ,fr..ah me.. t,such as antelope,.lk,buffa.
loe &c for the bacon aa game Is .ald to be very plenty In the neighbor­
hood of Gr..en llv..r, t hev.. been obliged to Inve.t $12.50 for a revol­
ver al the C""'pany dooe not furnish th.e thl•••••on •....• Bord..aua"



UNION PACIFIC KAILROAD

ROCK CRBBK,WYOMING TBRRITORY,lIas a station on the U.P.Rall­
road thllt became II Union Pacific tOlln. Post Office was esta!;l­
lhhed Sept. 10, 1868 and discontinued !'larch 17,1869 IIhi le in
Lanlillie county .... fter the establishment of Albany County the
P.O. Wlil roestllbllshed on Sept.13,1876.
'1'110 fine exulples of the postmaster'a postmark - 1886/1887.



• .

UHION PACIFIC RAILROAD

GREEN RI YER CITY. post or t ice vas ustabl ished in $'oIeet_
IIl1ter County, at the crossing of the Green River,Aug.26,
1868. The 'I te vas selected as a camp and shops for the
U.P.Rallroad.Outot It gcev the town of Green River as
It h today. Another UNION PAClrlCK TOWN. The nllMe had
been changed to GREEN RIVER Nov. 27.1887
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TIlE WESTERN MAILS

FOI.T SAlIDEIlS

Thl. fort Val locatad on the U~ton Pacific 1.1••~t 3
.tl., S.S.E. of L~r..la Ctty. It v.a eatablt,hed ~nder

the ~ of Fort Jo~ Buford on July 4,1866 to protect
the aurv.y and butldtnl Crewa con.tructing the r.tlroad.
Ch S.pt_bar \.1866 the __ val ch.anged to Fort Sandau
aft.r Irtl.Cln.W•• P.S.nder, v had ~en ktll~d to actfdn
at (noxwtlla,T.nn.ln 1863.
The po.t offlca va. a.tabll.had MOy..~r 12,1866 vhila In
tha Dakota T.rrltory .nd dl.conttnued ~y 18.1~6a. It ~••
....t.blt.had Jun. 21.1880,after Wyoalng had ~oaa • terr_
ttory July 29.1~,and finally dt.contlnued Juna 2,1182.
The P.O. val flr't elt.bll,hed aa Fort John Buford OCtober
4,1866 and than ch.,..ad to Fort S<lndeu aI abo~e.
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A.C.An..trong "rites 'lD'lll!:"Pal-er and 'JJ,nll J"ld tl·lr Intl!rut
In tha Kiddla Lead C.. lne) ••• and the Ophir C"""pany Co.d ~"~rv

t~lng their own "ay ••• the trial "aJ, set for ne~t Tuesday and I
~ould not help ..y.elf • t "e. obliged to .ell for "hat t eo~ld

iet • So t .old today for ten d.;,l1.trt per foot. ,. r~e Ophir Cn.
lo.r their .ult ~lat.. tn8 that the Kiddie Lead " •• part of the
.aln .llvar ledg~ er the Onntr .. Ine.
Cover po.tmarked Oet.~1,1860 "Ith the type 1 po.t~rk of Vlr~lnta

City "htch come. In black and blue. See cover on other paRe.



VIRGINIA'
TRUCKEE R_R.
The Silver
Short Line
52 .lles.
1869 - 1938
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THE COI'tSTOCK LODE

SILVER CITY. U. T. OCt. 8. { 1860] • 1 he POSt Office vall ellta bl uhed 1 n
wha t waa then Carlon County. Utah Ter r I tory, cn May 10, 1860. I t vas
changed to Lyon County. Nevada Territory on March 2, IB61.Located
On the Comstock Lode.between Caraon City and Virqinia City on the
Slopes at Mount DaVldson (Sun Mountain)
Cover tlllted "Paid 10 Ct",vas conveyd by stagecoach to Carson City.
where it connected with the Central Overland,east vi", S"'lt L",ke
City.or more-llkely.via San Franclscoand the Butterfield Over­
Land vh the southern route. which was carrying most at the mall at
thlllt time, The railroads had not been built or completed until
1869,



TIlE WESTERN MAILS

VIRj;JNJA t."
T'P".UCKEE P....~

<l"/umdiol/i,1 yol.l,
...,.ct".... "n...D....

• • u .....

RENO" VIRGINIA cmAGE~'" Co\lOt.shown abo,.eb!arst~route .ntmarkln.or
th~ \'RClNIA" -mUCKf;E RAI~OAD_ Thill WQ th~ nnytwo mIle railroad that hau~
m""t or th~o~ antlsil\'n bullion from the r.blllousCom~kLode. It operated bottWffn
Reno and VIrginia CltY,In the 1870's and J88lYs,<:onnecting with th~CEm'RALI'AClflC
DIVISION or the tranKOntln~nlalraIlroad. The lin~ was dioo:onUnue<J 10 VIrginia CIty In
1938. Thill "O\lOt. WQ UM'd In the uno period,



TIlE WESTERN MAILS
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TIlE VIRGINIA CITV

roNV [Xr>RESS

By 1862 thtl C"Hock L......
and Vtrllnla City had
loa"... h,-_:,I' aI a It Ivar
and lold capitol of the
world. O~ Au~.t It.1 ~2

~Ih F.r", , o:"",pany
a.tabll.hed • pony e.pre.
to c.rrv lettere bet~en

'trltnta CHy and i.n
'r.ncl.co. Lettar. ware
required to be andoud
tn fr.~ked ~ver~nt

"~ped ~nyelope•• plu•
• I~C Pnnv E_pre•• ~4he .
• tv••ta~p for aach ~ ~%.

~~ n~ __.. ,~_ _....._ .." -~._-

_.,. -'" -_.'::'.~~:'I••.._..~_.... _.....-
........-_ •• M ••• _ •••.._.._._ ....- .. --..... u _ .. _ .. __ •••._ _..- ...._....~. -\

::i - .._..- '::n=:-;:._ .....

I V'6'Ol'l' em'

Q , ~"-'- !fltlCI.

~y . wr:l.l.....·,\M(;O" £,eI.'>I

../ POKY EXPRES!..10 WASHOl
~_ nJ. '"' U!I.....tc::. _.-

In 1863 the r.ta v•• tncr••••d ~ra. 100: to 25"
vtth the tal....nc. of a bl... ad"lIelv. et_p ano
then tn 1864 by • r.d .t_p of the ._ valu••
7ht. ,.tt.r ••pr... va. carried ~y a pony
rld~r fra. Vlrltn,a City to Pllo:erville.where
1t ~a' put onboerd 1 tr.ln bou~ for Sacr...nto.
vi. the I'llcerO't\le to Sso:ra_nto V.lI.y ltall·
>road. Thenc. by eea_boat dovn the
S3Cr_ntO Ilvar and 'ia.. "ranchcD Bay
to San Franct.co.The aV••rtl ••d tl..
" ... "TlItO'JCH IN 24 If(JJ'I.S."

-h/

..
/0
../

Covet above vaa
carr'ad on Sept.
23.1162 • 22 d3y'
nft." tne e.. rLtent
recorded co"er.
The o:over below v••
earrted M4y 10.1863.
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GOLOPI ELD,
NEVADA. Post
Office estab_
lished in
Esmeralda Co.
Oec. 5,1903.
Gold lola. di.c­
overed in Dec.
1902.P.O.
still operating
to this day.
Cover Illustrates
a 20 lIlule te••
hauling luaber to
the .. in••. Po.t­
aarked GOLDFIELD
HEV.MAR 22 1906.

THJ:: WJ::~TJ::J(N MAlLS

III
GOLDnELD.
..E....D..

NEVADA COLD ROSH •

DULUTH
-lAIN,., ­
IIJ~277l~AlI'OS

-.-'.-

COl.O ROSH
GHOST TOWN.

CAHOELARtA.
NEVADA. Post
Off Ice esta­
blished Aug.
18,18'76.and
discontinued
Jan.3t.1911.
Esmeralda Co.
Located on the
Carson &. ColO­
radaR.R.In ltll
heyday the
mines produced
$50 million in
bullion.
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