THE WESTERN MAILS

KANSAS CITY STOCKTON ROUTE This route was authorized by an act of Congress on March 3,
1855, but it was not until May of 1857 that a contract was entered into with Jacob Hall It called for a
monthly mail from Kansas City, Missouri, via Albuquerque, New Mexico to Stockton, California. The
service was Lo be performed by a six-mule wagon and sixty days were allowed for the through trip at
£70,009 per year.

The first westbound mail left Kansas City on October 1, 1858 and the eastbound left Stockton on
November 1, 1858, The accompanying map shows the route from Stockton to Santa Fe and thence up
the Santa Fe Trail to Fort Mann from where it continued on to Kansas City.

The route was discontinued on July 1, 1859 aflter being in operation only nine months. According
to the Postmaster General's report for 18508, only TWO LETTERS were carried the entire route from
Stockton to Kansas City. Most of the mail carried over this route was between Santa Fe and Kansas
City.

The cover shown below originated at DUTCH FLAT, CALIFORNIA a small gold town north
northeast of Stockton. It i the only recorded cover carmied over this route.
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NEBRASKA TERRITORY

TABLE ROCK,N.T. Post Office was established about 1856 or 1857,
in Pawnee,County,with John Fleming as postmaster. The illustr-
ated all-over map cover bears a unique use of a manusecript post-
mark. SEE ABOVE. The cover is addressed to C.H.Gere,who was pro-
bably a relative of Horatio N, Gere, the second postmaster of
Table Rock. Since {t {s prepaid with a 3¢ stamp of the 1851
issue, the year date would be about 1B59/60, before Gere became
postmaster., The stamp covers the imprint of a Land Agency at
Brownville,N.T. The directive to left of stamp reads "Care of
Uncle Sam". Because most of the towns on the map are platted,the
postmaster probably wanted %5 give Table Rock a boost and platted
it for all to see,
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JAPAN-U.S.VIA CANADA,SAN FRANCISCO
AND THE CENTRAL OVERLAND STAGE

This cover originated at the Japanese port of KANAGAWA on Oct.
3,1863, if the notation on cover is correct, It was routed via
the ship SOMASS to Vancouver Island and then forwarded by the
U.S.Consulate on March 25,1864, Why it took over five months

to reach Vancouver remains to be explained. On arrival,in San
Francisco,the post office rated it as a ship letter and stamped
it "DUE 4" (2¢ ship and 2¢ local fees), On delivery to Macondary
and Company thedir address was crossed out, a 3¢ postage stamp
was added and it was placed back in the post office. Here it was
postmarked "MAR 31 1864" and the DUE &4 was obliterated with the
cog cancel. Note indicates that it was '"Rec Apl 1864",



Overland California Stage Coach.

MEMORANDA OF THE MATIL ROUTES TO CALTFORNIA

The following extracts are taken from a memoranda of the Postmaster General of
the United States listing the overland mail routes by mumber and detaf{l *to date
of March 22d4,1850.

Route: 12578 Butterfield Overland Mail. The route was
2,795 miles long, making it the longest
cont{inuous stagecoach line in history.

Route: 8911 St.Joseph,Mo. to Salt Lake City Utah.

Route: 10615 Neosho,Mo. to Albuquerque,New Mexico.

Route: B076 San Antonio,Texas to San Diego,California.
Also known as the Jack Ass Mail,

Route: 1280] Salt Lake City,Utah to Placerville,Calif-
ornfa. Also known as the Chorpenning route.

Route: 15050 Independence,Mo. to Stockton, California.
Also %nown as the Kansas City/Stockton
route.

Also listed are the Panama and Tehuantepec
ocean routes.

The memoranda goes into detail on the routes and the number of letters and
mafil bags carried, as well as the types of convevances - mule wagons -

4 horse coaches - covared carriages - horse-back ect. Also listed is the con-
tract dates,including the expiration or cancellation dates,as well as the
dollar amounts of the contracts.

The shortest lived route was the Neosho/Albuquerque which lasted about 6
months - Oct, 1858 to May 11,1859, Next was the Independence/Stockton which
lasted from Oct, 1858 to August 1859. Only one letter has survived from
this route (see Kansas City/Stockton route in this exhibit). None are known
to exist from the Neosho/Albuquerque route. The San Antonio/San Diego lasted
4 years with reductions and alterations (see Jack Ass Mail in this exhibit),

This exhibit contains examples of all the above overland routes except for
the Neosho/Albuguerque route, as well as examples of the two ocean routes.
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MEMORANDA OF THE MATIL ROUTES TO CALIFORNIA
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FLINT, BIXBY & CO.
f T
WILLIAM BUCKLEY, Supt.
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COAST LINE STAGE COMPANY

This California stage and express was owned and operated by
Flint, Bixby & Company from January 1,1868 to about 1880, They
ran stages, carrying the U.S.mails and Wells,Fargo express
from San Francisco to Los Angeles and San Diego including
Monteray,San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara., Cover shown above
was used from San Buenaventura,California to Providence,Penn-
sylvania and then forwarded to Meshoppen. No year date,
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MORMONS - PLURAL MARRIAGE - SLAVERY

Agreat letter written by John G.Hoagland,probably a Scandinavian convert,who
had come overland a year or two before this letter.Thr following extracts are
taken under date of " Salt Lake City Utah Territory/March 11 1860":

«+..Uncle Sams army is with us yet located about 45 miles South of this City at
Camp Floyd - a useless expenditure to the govt I think - there never was any use
of their comeing here in the first place & had this people have seen fitt to do
so could have cut themall off with five times their number in Echo Kanyon & you
would agree with me could you but see as I did how this people was fixd there -

the only benefit that I can see that it has been to any one has been to line the
pockets of a few contractors in the way of freighting supplies from the states
&C - there is one firm that has made a fortune at their freighting - they have
been as high as ZBcts pr Cwt & never less than 20cts,but itis let this season to
another firmat 18cts - the price is the same wether delivered here or left at
forts Bridger,Laramie,or kearney - I mean that portion of it that is designd for
those places - but the army are all to leave here in the spring,but about 500 men.
We have had a cold hard winter but not very deep snow in the valley - some six
weeks of it there was not a day but the thermometer was 12 to 15 degrees below
zero some portion of the day - Unless my prospects look much better I shall not
winter here more than another winter - the customs & manners of the people are
sodifferent to what I have been accustomed and it is not to be wondered at when
one takes into acct. the kinds of people of which society is found here - there

is over 100,000 persons thrown together fromall nations almost upon the face

of the globe - I dont believe there is another man liveing that could keep this
people together & harmonize all the different elements of the differentnations
so well ag Brigham Young - you will hardly hear of an instance of one going cont-
rary to his councel & all go to him for counsel & their affairs - there is no
appeal from the decision of him & his councllors of which he has two viz Heber C.
Kimball & Daniel Wells,& plurality....exists almost to a man hardly one of them
but has 2 wives & many of them from 4 to 6 & 8 but none can have more than one
without the consent of Brigham & from his decision there is no appeal in matters
of matrimony or divorce - in the latter case if a man & voman cannot aaree to live
together all they have to do is go [to]hi_n & state their griveances & if he thinks
them of sufficient import he at once disolves the marriage covenant between them
when each one goes their own way & if at a future time they should find other part-
ners go to him & he is just as ready to unite them again & so on to the end of the
chapter & all this without fee or reward - very magnanimous! ....... I dont know
but little of what is going on in the political world outside of these Mountain
bound vallies but T am with you heart & hand in extending the blessings of free-
dom to all but I amafraid that many of our friends at the North & East are to zea-
lous - perhaps youwill say that can not be but I have my reasons & I think they
are good ones for we must grant to each state her own rights & privileges ( I am a
state rights man) & one of her own rights is to make her own laws So far as they
do not interfere with the constitution of the U.S. so that when ever a strong
move is made by Northern men against Slavery it wakes up the ire of the hot headed
Southerners & they in their State Legislatures pass laws that is still more str-
ingent upon the Slave & binds the chains of Slavery so much the tighter - am I not
right - would it not be well as the constitution of the U.5. by its silence upon
the subject virtually permits Slavery to exist - to let it alone where it [is]
but admit no new Slave States - in my humble opinion it would with many a thinking
man - at the South Slavery is becomeing unpopular & compared with our free white
labor unprofitable - This letter comes to you by a pony express mail that leaves
here every friday [March 16,1860 the day the envelope was postmarked] & goes
through to St.Joseph in 6 days it is carried on pack animals & carries letters
only - it is a recent thing & I hope it will be continued although U.S.[Uncle Sam]
dont Seem to be very favorably disposed towvards a mail this way...John G.Hoagland"

AR AR R R R S e R R SRR
NOTE. The first Eastbound trip of the Pony Express left Salt Lake City on April

7th and was 6 da}'s_ in reaching St.Joseph on the Missouri - April 13,1860 Apparen-
tly.Hoagland decided against the PONY,when he was told the rate was $5.00 p.% oz
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Interesting letter and cover postmarked “SALT LAKE CITY, UT MAR. 16, 1860" It tells about
&myﬂwdmdmuamﬂrpdhunmuuh—‘umm.mmm
Brigham Young, polygamy and the Mormons.
mmmmmmmmmmmﬂwummmm
mwmmmmmm to St. Joseph in 6 days — it is carried on pack
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PLACERVILLE & ST.JOSEPH
OVERLAND TELEGRAPH CO.

This pioneer telegraph company was established by Frederick A.
Bee in 1858.It was the first telegraph line to be strung eastward
fromCalifornia to Nevada and in June of 1B61 it was incorperated
with other interests as the Pacific Telegraph,operating as the
Overland Telegraph Company. Building crews,working from both
ends,completed the line on October 24th, thus bringing to an end
the need for the Pony Express,which made it's last run in November
of 1861.1t was the Telegraph,the Pony and the transcontinental
railroad that tied the nation together,after a great Civil War al-
most tore it apart! The cover is addressed to A.W.Bee,brother of
Frederick Bee. Postmarked at PLACERVILLE CAL JUN 30 (1862).



Fig. 2 Eastbound cover from San Francisco carried over the entire route during
the third period when the rate was one dollar. The eastern terminal was changed
from St Joseph to Atchison, Kansas in September of 1861 which accounts for
the postmark.
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Fig. 1 Westhound cover carried to Camp Floyd near Salt Lake City,
Utah Territory duru-u; the l'n period when the rate was five dollars.

Fig. 3 The cover shown on opposite page
bears the earliest recorded printed FRANK
of the Pony Express. It contained atelegraph
message which had been wired from San
Francisco to Carson City, U.T. The

operator at Carson forwarded it on the PONY
Sept. W), 1860, and it was received by the
C.O.C&PP. Express at St Joseph where it was
placed in the US. mails on Oct. | I1th. The Pald
$2.50 is the telegraph charge by Dean, the
telegraph operator. Printed envelopes of this
type were for the use of the company and
were not sold to the general public. The 10
cents paid the postage to destination from St

Joseph.

Transcontinental Pony Express

Organized by Russell, Majors and Waddell as an accessory service of the CENTRAL OVERLAND CALIFORNIA &
PIKES PEAK EXPRESS CO., to meet the demand for a rapid overland mail service, and to help promote a
government mail contract. On April 3, 1860, with half 1 continent for a race course, the most famous letter
express in history began its continuous relay of the mails from St. Joseph, Missouri to San Francisco. This
continued until the completion of the telegraph line in the fall of 1861, the last trip being made in November of
that year.

Until April of 1861 the rate was $5.00 per half ounce, From April to July $2.00 per half ounce, and from July
on it was $1.00 per half ounce. In July of 1861 Wells Fargo & Co. took over operation of the western division, and
issued stamps such as the one on the cover shown Fig. 2 Financially the Pony Express was a fallure because the
company was never able to get a government mail contract.



The Hannibal & St.Joseph R.R. was completed, across the state of
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HANNIBAL & ST.JOSEPH R.R.
THE RAILROAD OF THE PONY EXPRESS

Missour{, from Hannibal to 5:.Joseph in February of 1859. The east-
ern mails that were made up for the first westbound run of the Poay
Express were carried over this railroad on Anril 3,1860. Because of

a missed connection at Detroit the mail arrive late at St.Jo in

spite of a record run by the Hannibal & St.Joseph R.R. It was 7 PM
in the evening of April third before the Pony pot going. The First

mail arrived by Pony at Sacramento on the l4th and late that same
evening it arrived at San Francisco via the steamboat ANTELOPE.
The cover shown was carried over this railroad early in Aaril of
1860 and at the time of the inaugural of the Pony Express.

et




HANNIBAL & ST.JOSEPH R.R.

Advertising card showing a map of the railroad and its
connect{ons with the ST.JOSEPH & COUNCIL BLUFFS R.R. to
the northwest and the HANNIBAL & NAPLES R.R. ¥o the east,
Passes of the two connecting lines and the reverse of the
card shown above and below.

MISSOURI LOYAL AND PEACEFUL.

HANNIBAL & ST. JOSEPH R. R,

(4 L T wtw it « EANT A WEST, ihe -
e vt rm,ﬁ_-uu'::ma—ph"rh = B Irompnlion 6. s
ALL MAIL ROADS LOCATED EANT OF THE MISSISS1PR] mIVER,
liwvw disert sonmeoiion with the 1L & ¥r. Jo. 0 I, o iis Line of Splemdid Stesem Farkets.
The Hamwinas b 8. Jossen B, Nosw Ling or Piruars nn ihe Misssnri River, run wisily, sauth, 18
LEAVENWORTH, PARKVILLE, QUINDARO, WYANDOTTE & KANSAS CITY;

ANE TN W ERELY, ROk, To
NENRASKA CITY, PFLATTSMOUTH, OMAHA, AND COUNCIL BLUFFS.
DAILY MAIL COACHRES,

Hun lu susseetbon with tralos of s Raml, to sl § Wit towms bn Northery Missmiirl anid Suuthern

Tows, Al o Lawnswcs, Lisowrros, Torexs, et RiLey, and Fonr SCOTT, Kanens.
OVERLAND PIKE'S PEAK & CALIFORANIA MAIL COACHES,
Laavs 8L Juveph, dily, Time ta Denver Clty, 6 days ; Salt Lake, 9 daye ; San Franclaco, Cal., 1§ daye.
frlates of Frelght aiways ne low ns by any sther Liune, while the patren snves
in Insuranes, Distuiee, hnpes, wid Tiine,
Tinurs for anle, aml Fralght Contracts mails iy all Uonierilog Hasds, st important paints | nlew, by
o W BUBRUIE, Cluetunati, sl o, 0, HOW BN, M. Lols, Azenisof the Ling.

P. B, OROAT, Gen'l Ticket Ag't, nANRBAL, M J.Q A, BEAN, Gen'l Traffie Ag't,
{_lf:_r. ROBINSON, Gen'l Freight Ag't, i v . BOSTON,
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UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD 1869.

WASH-A-KIE WY May 13 1869 was an express and telegraph station on
the UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD in Sweetwater County,Wyoming Territory.
It was the first station east of Red Desert,midway between Rawlins
and Bitter Creek.There was no post office at this station and there-
for it is a railroad station postmark applied at the station. The
U.P.R.R. MAY 13 and the "killer"cancellation were applied on the
train. On May 10th, just three days before this cover was postmarked,
the CENTRAL PACIFIC,building east and the UNION PACIFIC ,building
west, met at PROMONTARY , UTAH,completing the first railroad across
North America.



MAY 10,1863

PROMBENTORY

An event that deeply affected the lives of all Americans and forever
changed the American West

Now. one hundred Yeiurs later, two fascinaling new books bring vou
in graphic words and fabulous pictures the epic story of the building
of the two great railroads that jolned East and West
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CENTRAL PACIFIC R.R.. This was the western division of the
transcontinental railroad from Ogden,Utah to San Francisco.
cover above bears the typeII postmark dated "Nov 22" 1870.

CALIFORNIA PACIFIC R.R. CO- Illustrated allover map COvVer
shows the railroad routes of the C.P. and the CENTRAL PACIFIC

R.R. Map is a "Lith by Ezra A.Cook & Co.Chicago®. No year date.
Indistinct postmark.

Carirunam Pacirie
il Rowd Company
DFFICE VALLEI®ML |




BUILDING THE FIRST TRANSCONTINENTAL RATLROAD

Letter written by a member of one of the survey parties laying out the
route of the Union Pacific R.R. in the spring of 1B68.Fort Sandsrs was
then in the Dakota Territory - just four months before it became the
Wyoming Territory on July 10,1868, Bordeaux (Wilson?) writes to his
mother: "This party will operate much farther west than the others if
the rumors which we hear are correct; we will proceaed to Green River
about 250 or 300 miles west of this place & will work east until we
meat the other parties. Col.Hudnutt's & Mr Jon.0'Neill's parties left
here this morning, the first for the North Platte & the second for
Madicine Bow. Each were accompanied by two four mule teams for trans-
porting the provisions,tents, etc, & a two mule team for conveying the
instruments baggage &c; the engineers being compelled to use Shank's
Mare.*Their escort being ready will start tomorrow & overtake them on
the way. Our party will probably leave on Monday unless detained by
the weathar; and the present indications are not very favorable,.....I
have just finished my dinner which consisted of sowhelly (pork) or
turkey,biscuts with butter,stewed tomatoes & apiles, coffee without
milk & apple pie washed down with a cup of water, This is considered
very good living for this country - very substantial & flesh producing,
no doubt, & we all relish it very much indeed - it will not do for us
to anticipate the nature of the fare which we shall receive two months
hence, We may however substitute,fresh meat,such as antelope,elk,buffa-
loe &c for the bacon as game is said to be very plenty in the neighbor-
hood of Green River, I have been obliged to invest $12.50 for a revol-
ver as the Company does not furnish them this season..... .Bordeaux"
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UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD

ROCK CREEK,WYOMING TERRITORY.was a station on the U.P.Rail-
road that became a Union Pacific town. Post Office was estab-
lished Sept.10,1868 and discontinued March 17,1869 while in

Laramie county.After the establishment of Albany County the
P.0. was reestablished on Sept.13,1876.

Two fine examples of the postmaster's postmark - 18686/1887,
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If not delivered within 10 dayw, to be returned to

P

UNION PACIFIC RATILROAD

GREEN RIVER CITY,post office was established in Sweet-
water County,at the crossing of the Green River, Aug.26,
1B6B.The site was selected as a camp and shops for the
U.P.Railroad.Outof it grew the town of Green River as
it is today. Another UNION PACIFICK TOWN.The name had
been changed to GREEN RIVER Nov.27,1887
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FORT SANDERS

This fort was located on the Union Pacific R
miles S.5.E. of Laramfe City. It was establi
the name of Fort John Buford on July 4,1866 to
the survey and building crews constructing the
On September 53,1866 the name was changed to For
after Brig.Gen.Wm.P.Sanders who had bsen kill
at Enoxville,Tenn.in 1863,

The post office was established Noveaber 12,1866 while in
the Dakota Territory and discontinued May 18,1868, It was
reestablished June 21,1880,after Wyoming had become a Cerr-
{tory July 29,1868 ,and finally discontinued June 2,1B82.
The P.0. was first established as Fort John Buford October
4,1866 and then changed to Fort Sanders as abave,

o

ST

w4 pOSTAL CAJ 25

- 4a ren f

WHITE TR ADORE i i ‘.‘: . _;_:r T L
'



*0981 % AQN, UD PaSn SEA mO®q 940D °ALLD VINIOWIA 03 Sisujuw ay3 £q
peSupyd sum YDJym sweu syy sSnyl °,AuufBaip Plo, S¥ L3015}y 03 umouy a333aq S| oy ffeuuty
sows[ Aq ,umol Wjujas, PeusISTAYD SEA T uaya ‘scgl JO 19qoIdQ ul Sujuldeq s3F pEy umol

ay] *Ajurod £a1035 uj £I103ja1e] EpEAsy 03 PISuFYD SPA 1} 1981°%2 yoaey ug “Aaoljaaal ywaq
“£quncd uosawy Ul STIYM Cg1°f 3squedag uo PIYS]IqUISD SEA 93}3J0o 1sod eyl *ALID VINIOMIA
*sawek 3304 1N0j U]l PooYaIWIS 03 £101}313] ¥ woij wpwasy pajiadoad vyl aem 11ARD
@43 puv (A¥PO] UOSPIAB(Q IUNOK ST UMOUY) UJRIUNOK UN§ JO PIOE puP JBA[FS Y] sEA 3] ‘1Al
-mofj 1sseafuoj) uj sajiviussaadsa suo Ljuo 203 Igg'lzl Paajnbaa @yl jo 13oys Iwy [1iis sEa
1] *peyddiaa pwy 31§ £9el £9 Ing */cg*g sea uojawindod 9yl 098l Ul *PIPIS HIXFS-A33FYI B4
pawjuidoad svA WPUASN “40gl'lf 3290330 uo ‘ATTPuRd *1981°Z HPIVH ‘$9]103]218) wuozjay pue
ywif Y3 woaj Ind Sujeq*Li031}i393 ¥ SPEm uaaq PEY EPRASN ‘uojuf] Y3 wOlJ IPIDRS 03 WpRAIN
103 *3janu) sweadng $jul03F1P) Iyl jo =8pn[ aswioy ¥ Laaal's plavg eo8pnr £q ‘uoc sEA Iaou
¥ pus paldals SPA ujoduj] WEYRIQY 0981 UL “IEA [FAl) SpavAc] Sujaequn] A[AO(S SEA WIIouy
J1T4n UD SEA ¢ (PR[IFD SBA U9IW SY3 SV),P0USPA 943 03 YSNI Iaa[}s, Syl "sejuves 3y
u] *suwiuol uj [JEil UPEZOg IYI UO ISA(OARI 1[0) W YIFA IN0 SUTRIq S}Y AS[q }I0ISWO) 1IJE]
siwad suog *i@al}s sand 3jsow[® sem 3§ Jo SPajyl omy ing prof peujwiucy L[uo lou ,IINIE
anjq, Y3 IPY1 umouy Jou PEY IF ‘00°000°11$ o I . -
Jo wns Laa(ed w 103 Swiw|d SIY PIos 34 sEA A e
«33N3S enjg,, Y3 IELA JNC punol yDojswo)
a0jag o0l1swo) g 1l Llusy - pawwu SBA IpoT]
FY3 EOUA 10] uURE Byl Aq I2A0 uINW] I1am
WSEIRII,, 1JPUl "1} 1¥9as3 pInod L3yl 91038q
paIp Asys ang ‘1) p3[[¥> sasulm 2y SE
“.33Nas Inpq, Y31 o Aze3siw Iyl pIalos pEy
s1ay301q Yssoay syl scgl £g ‘uodus) prod
3o pre @niq 3143 Y3 uj 31p o1 pakeis ma3
v Ajuo *sawsd uaj Jujmo(ioj syi ul Ag pe
-ddoys oym ‘spuwsnoyy jo SuU33 34l Jo “#po]
Wyo03880]) eyl s¥ L103SFY 0] uMOU)y IWOIIQ
03 s¥A IWYa - BDJaewy yidoN uj prod puw
i18a[}S JO SAns¥s1l [wanjEu 3sajEaad ayl
Jo 1003 #y3 Iw Jujpumis axam Layy vyl a2}
-1®a1 Aayl PIP 913317 ‘uoduw) piod 3 sumu
pue piod swos ued o3 yInous Buoy pazadujl]
Aluo Aayl *wpwASN uaalsam mou ST JEYA JO s
afuwa P0YSFH @43 U] UTRIUNOK UNg JO UDAUED R ' Setr Ty
¥ jo 3jno Bujuuni weaals ¥ uj prod paiaaod
-§}p Suowlol punoqisam @wos gcgl Jo AEW ul
FA0T ¥D0ISHOD FHL QNY ALID VINIDHIA

'STIVIN NUALSAM FILL




A.G.Armstrong writes home:"Palmer and Dana sold tizir interest

in the Middle Lead (mine),..and the Ophir Company had ewvery-
thing their own way...the trial was set for next Tuesday and [
could not help myself - I was obliged to sell for what T could
get - So I sold today for ten dollars per foot." The Ophir Co,
lost their suit claiming that the Middle Lead was part of the
main si{lver ledge of the Onhir mine.

Cover postmarked Oct,21,1860 with the type I postmark of Virginia
City which comes in black and blue. See cover on other page.




THE WESTERN MAILS

VIRGINIA &
TRUCKEE R.R.
The Silver
Short Line -
52 miles.
1869 - 1938
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THE COMSTOCK LODE

SILVER CITY,U.T. Oct.B.[1860).The Post Office was established in
what was then Carson County,Utah Territory,on May 10,1B860. It was
changed to Lyon County,Nevada Territory on March 2,1861.Located
on the Comstock Lode,between Carson City and Virginia City on the
slopes of Mount Davidson (Sun Mountain).

Cover rated "Paid 10 Ct" was conveyd by stagecoach to Carson City,
where it connected with the Central Overland,east via Salt Lake
City,or more-likely,via San Francisco and the Butterfield Dver-
Land via the southern route,which was carrying most of the mail at

that time. The railroads had not been built or completed until
1869.
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RENO & VIRGINIA CITY AGENT Cover shown above bears the route agent marking of
the VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE RAILROAD. This was the fifty two mile railroad that hauled
most of the ore and silver bullion from the fabulous Comstock Lode. It operated between
Reno and Virginia City, in the 1870' and 1880, connecting with the CENTRAL PACIFIC
DIVISION of the transcontinental railroad. The line was discontinued to Virginia City in
1938, This cover was used in the 1870 period.
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In 1863 the rate was increased from 10¢ to 25¢
with the {ssuance of a blue adhesive stamp ang
then in 1864 by a red stamp of the same value.
This letter express was carried by a pony

rider from Virginia City to Placerville,where

it was put onboard a train bound for Sacramento,
via the Placerville & Sacramento Valley Rail-
road. Thence by steamboat down the
Sacramento River and 5an Francisco Bay
to San Francisco.The advertized time
was "THROUGH IN 24 HOURS."
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Cover above was
carr’ed on Sept.
23,1862 - 22 days
after the earliest
recorded cover,
The cover below waa

THE VIRGINIA CITY
PONY EXPRESS

By 1862 the Comstock Lode
and Virginia City had
become famous as a silver
and gold capitol of the
world. On August 11,1862
Wells Fargo & company
establ{ished a pony express
to carry letters between
Virginia City and San
Francisco. Letters were
required to be enclosed
in franked govermment
stamped anvelopes, plus

a 10¢ Pony Express adhbe-
sive stamp for sach % oz.

PONY EXPRESS TO WASHOE.

Y Ry ]

Laaae ' "

AT ml‘.'ﬂ.-ﬂm“ L ]
"*“"ﬂ' b eeed i sar Preaied ¥

[y s om il T ol Canas bud dars IJ

p—
Laviey
LA e i e L Tan00 4 €U

Notice.
WELLS, FARGO & COUN

carried May 10,1863,
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GOLDFIELD,

- NEVADA.Post

I Office estab-
lished in
Esmeralda Co.
Dec.5,1903.
Gold was disc-
overed in Dec.
1902.PF.0.

still operating
to this day.
Cover illustrates
a 20 mule team
hauling lumber to
the mines. Post-
marked GOLDFIELD
NEV.MAR 22 1906.
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GOLD RUSH
GHOST TOWN .

CANDELARIA,
NEVADA.FPost
Office esta-
blished Aug.
18,1876.and
discontinued
Jan.31,1911.
Esmeralda Co.
Located on the
Carson & Colo-
radoR.R.In its
heyday the
mines produced
$50 mililion in
bullion.

NEVADA GOLD RUSH.
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