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JOHN OTHER DAY

An=pe=tu=-tok-cha, better known as John Other Day,was a Siocux Indian who
had been converted to Christianity under the ministry of Reverands S.R.
Rigegs and T.S.Williamson. He adopted the ways and dress of the whites

and while in Washington in 1858 married a white girl.Following the
Spirit Lake Massacre in 1857,along with two other Indians,secured by
paying ransom, the release of Abbie Gardner,one of the two women cap-
tivea who survived that tragic avent,Other Day advised the Indians not
to attack the whites as it would only bring on the soldiers and result in
killing and the Indians being driven from their lands.They thought other-
wise,He then went to the Missionaries and told them that the Indians were
going to wagas war on the whites and parsonally led 62 men,women and child-
ren to safety. John Other Day died from consumption at Fort Wadsworth,
Dakota Territory on Oct.30,1869,

SEE James Hinds letter on opposite page and transcription BELOW.

"St Peter Minn May 2lst 1863

ssssThe next day after I last wrote you I left for home by Stage and
came through in one day a distance of 90 miles. I just saw Henry at
Shakopee....{John) Other Day whose picture I sent you some time since
and who saved so many lives at the massacre last fall case up in the
Stage with me. He has just returned from Washington where he married
a white lady. He was with our forces in the battle at Birch Coolie
last fall and while in the advance had his horse shot under him but
he made a rush on the Indi{ans and solely and alone took three Indian
Ponies and brought them into camp. He goes out with us on the Expedi-
tion. He is a good Indian and was the one who captured the white
women who were taken prisoners by the Indians in 1857. There were two
women came up in the Stage with us who were saved by him last £all -
one of them was the daughter of Major{Joseph R)Brown - a quarter
bloed Indian and the most beautiful lady I ever saw(Brown was married
to a Sfoux woman until his death Nov.9,1870).Her father has charge of
the Indians who are to be removed around the Missouri{river).The last
batch of the Winnebago Indians left here this morning for their new
home on the Upper Missouri - they number over 2200, Some of them came
over from their Reservation by teams and others by Boat via Mankato.
Annie & I went over the River last evening to their camp on the oppo-
site bank of the River - they had a big war dance. T shall leave to-
morrow for St Paul and shall then determine whether I shall go across
the Plains or round via Missour{ River,....A man was shot by the Ind-
ians while plowing in his field not a mile from New Ulm yesterday....
Jas Hinds"
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FT ABERCROMBIE July 9,1863.

"I arrived here the night of the 7th safe and sound - I was on guard
yesterday and last night. We escorted a train for Sibles expidition,
there was 75 horses with the train. 26 of our Co rode one horse and
led another. The rest of the Co was left behind to guard the part of
the train that had stuff[freight]for this place .We expect them in to
day. word vas sent us at Alexandria that part of Sibles expidition
wvas here wvaiting for their train - So we came ahead,but one Co of
cavelry was left here,but found the hospital crowded and allso 40
sick in our quarters. the sick in our guarters mooved intoc the

Winona gquarters as they went to join the expidition. there was Six
Co's of cavelry here from Sibles expidition.Col Averil[Lt.Col.John T.
Averill,later Bvt.Brig.General Vol.6th Minn.Regiment]was here,That
man that I wrote about came in safe - his horse got scared and puled
the bridle over his head and got away from him,he ran the saddle off.
There was Soux arround the ft last night.l was waked up at 12 oclock
to go on post,and the Corporal told me what had been going on for the
las hour. I was lying under a cannon at the post nearest to them,and
their yells did not wake me up,they came[fromjnear a camp of Chipiway
half beeds and they told them not to fire on them as they were half
breeds and to come in to their camp.This was under stood by half
breeds in the ft,They could not under stand what the Soux said - there
was one old Squaw 122 years old that could talk a little Soux and she
talked with them some - the camp was about B0 or 100 rods from the ft
and the Soux were as much father on, The corporal said that he could
here them yell down the river for a mile,They lit up a fire down the
river about half a mile,and let it burn for five or ten minutes,I did
not hear or see any thing after T went on post[guard],Co H of our
regiment were camped just out side of the stockade and men were sent
out to wake them up and have them put out a guard - They were so near
the ft that they thought they did not need any guard,but when they
heard the noise they put out a strong guard and every man lay on his
arms, Co H is mounted and they did not know but what the Soux would
try to get their horses...,.July 10 - It is nearly night and the mail
is going out tomorrow morning....James E.Cady."
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FT.ABERCROMBIE.July 9,1863.

=That half breed that I told you about,whose cart they found empty on the
road,came in here the other day on his poney. he said he sav the dead body
of one of the men that was killed.,and un hitched to ride [the horse?] to
one of the stations as guick as he could to give notice of the Soux in the
vecinity,on his way four Soux sprang up near the road and fired at him,but
missed him. he left the road and tried to run arround them to get into the
road again but he had to keep a great distance from them so that they could
not shoot him, he lost his way and roamed the prairie all night,but early
the next morning he came to one of the Stations, The Soux wer a foot,but he
said that they ran like deers. he had two guns,one left vith his cart,the
other he took with him.This river [Red River of the North] runs north, and
you will know which way 1 mean vhen I say down or below here. Two Chipeway
half breeds from Red Lake came in here yesterday. They said that they saw
eight Soux at a place called Lewistown,(but at which no body lives, it is
about 25 miles below here).the Soux came into their tent and smoked their
pipes with them. The half breeds said that they could not understand what
they said, but knew that they wanted to be on frendly terms. The Soux do not
want to be at war with the Red Lake Indians, as they are a strong force,and
are the worst branch of the Chipeway nation. it is said that the Soux dread
to fight half of their number of those half breeds. One of the guard shot a
cow last night, the ball went into one eye and out of the side of the head,
but it did not kill her and probly will not.Our Co went out Scouting yester-
day - they did not see any Indians, but shot two coons and caught a white
headed Eagle which had been wounded about a month ago by one of the 9 reg
boys but he could not catch him at the time, his wing had been severly hurt
but it is not broke, We could not take him till after one of the boys hit
him on the head with his gun.(which wvas Oliver Jones).about as quick as we
got him up,he came to,and it took six men to hold and tie him - Some of which
got pretty badly bit and scratched. The Capt says that he is going to take
him with us whare ever we go.The boys said that they did not beleive that we
could have taken him alive if he had not been so poor and weak. his wings
measure nearly seven feet acrost the back."

MAY 12,1863. Cady then continues about the delay in the mails and that it is
his little brother Hobarts birthday: "I was 19 yesterday - Hobart 7 to day.
I shall all-ways remember where I was on the day I was 19 years old. it wvas
a Scouting party in the timber on the Red River,to see if there were any
Indians lurking near which might fire on the mail unawares from the timber.
it is just dark,and the mail has just come in - it brought me a letter from
you and allso a letter and Gold pen and silver pencil,and holder from a
lotery in the city of New York. The price of the pen and pencil is $4.00 cts,
it cost me $1.45 cts. There was [is] a whole Co of cavelry - with it there
is allson a new commander for us - it is the Major of our reg [George A.Camp]
- The paymaster is here, The rumor is that he is not going to pay us but two
months pay,but 1 hope he may pay us all that Government owes us. They saw
four Soux to day but they were so far off that they could not follow them,
They judged that it was 12 miles to them,and they appeared to be traveling
in an[oblique] direction to them .MAY 13. We have just got two months pay.
Which is all we will get this time,and as I suppose that you are in great
need of some money - I will send you $10 in this letter......Jameg E. Cady"

patrintic cover postmarked at FORT ABERCROMBIE,D.T. MAY 14,1863
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1863.
Ft Aberecrombie,July,18,

TUAW HOJ

Dear Friends

I am well as usual, but am a little to sleepy to wiite
much as I have just came off of Guard, the mail came in last night, it
brought one letter from you, and good news from the south, So you can expect
that I am in good spirits if sleepy. the Indians have been commiting more
deppradations below here and right at Alemdria where we were about one week
before they wounded a man there, one of co K his name was Loverage I was
well acquainted with him he was wounded in the arm but not very bad, he was
leading kis horse to water when two Indians rose up in the grass on the bank
of the lake and fired at him hiting him in the arm, they have five Soux
prissoners at Sauk Center, Frank K and L Kebdell and John Birdsly are with §
Sibles Expidition, and co A 10 reg in which all the boys from arround there,
are, I saw one of Co A 10, he is going home he expects to get his discharge
I have forgot his name he lives about a mile from Davis'es. It rains here
to day and harder than it has for Six months. I am glad to hear that the
erope look as if they would ammount to some thing since the rains, mother
has quite a stock of her own, hens and turkeys, I hope that I may enjoy
some of the turkey feasts at home this fall, It is just Eleven months to
day since I enlisted, and I do not expect that the war will last Eleven
months more, and I hope that it will close up before the opening of 1864.
I have nothing more to write,

Yours truly

LT-AW MOLO3LOHL

Jamesy,B.Cady.

MOLOALOMS L3ISHS OdA
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Ft. Abercrombie,July,26.63.
Dear Friends

I am well, The mail came in last evening, but contained
no letter for me. The inspection UGeneral of the State of Minnesota is here
to ingpect this garison. The inspoction of the troops aras is at one oclock.
We are just releived to eascort the mail (o Alexandria We shall start at one
oclock. The Indians are playing Smash in the Alecandria Woods, Co K have
been out scouting moste of the time since one of their men got wounded,
They are trying to rais a co to scout through those woods, the state offers
$2,50 a day besides $25,00 for every soux scalp that they take, We hear
first rate nows from the south, that thoy have got Vitsburg with 24,000
prisonfers, and 43,700 of Gen Lee's amy, and Moris Island, and now are
playing on Ft Sumpter the news about Vitsburg we heard the mail before
this allso hear that there was a large mob in N.Y. We have a young black
bear, and two wild geeso, had Six wild ducks but the Cats killed them, Tha
Indians have left Devils Lake, So the half breeds say. I have nothing more
to write, and must go and get ready for our trip

Yours truly
James, E.Cady.

—
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Ft Abercrombie, Aug,25,1963
Dear Friends
I am well as usual, have just came in from the hayi»—
dition, yesterdaynocon. marnod nsﬁm«:mm. fhmdaihlu
expidition here, Saw F and L, Kendall Ben Sanbumm, Daby Jones, Ja® Adems,
mm.mmmmcwm,am: Co is going te stay
here a while yet, he is in the cavelry, co K of the 9th is left here with
us,; they had four soux prissoners, Little Crows son is one, I saw then gll,
they had a trial here but did not make up their minds to hang them here,
the train has left here to day. I do not know where they are going nor they
do not, there is a Col gon below to see where they are to go. I can not
write all that I have seene but I have had a real good Rkime generaly was up
at break of day and going Saw capt Nackett and Lieu M Mneelly, and Bumons
Tailor, heard from every body gemerly, and the Indians in particular, I have
been ming several times this sumer, never saw so many before had a
maidling good time out haying 40 miles above here on the bois dos Soux :
river, I have not talked so much in one week as I have in the last 24 hours
I hope that this may find you well, and the harvisting nearly done, I
received mothers lotter, I got those gogles, and I sent you $10 in the
letter that I sent back after I got the gofles, and have not heard from it
since, I hope that you may have got it safe, I would send you $10 of this
money if I knew that the pay master would be hore before we went down, So
you see I am holding on to somo money withe the intemtion of ocomeing home
if there is any posible ghow, but this will suffice for this time as I am
in a tearible hurry.
Yours truly
Janes
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260 WAGON TRAIN - OVER ONE THOUSAND MULES AND HORSES -
CAVALRY AND "LITTLE CROW"™

*FT.ABERCROMBIE June 2,1863"

*The mail has not come in this week yet,but we expect it thursday or friday with
the arms and amunition train,our guard duty is pretty heavy nov,as twvoco's
have gone down to escort the train through,I have come on every third day.for
two weeks now, but Iguess it will be four day's befor I come on next time. The
Winonona co that has gone down have armed them-selves with six shooting rifles,
they are expected on this train.the train will have a heavy escort of cavelry
besides the two co's of Infantry.it wvould bea valuable prize to fall into the
hands of the soux [Sioux).it is said that a souxchief (Little Crov) is on these
roads with four hundred Indians,this report ve got from old Joe's son [Sioux
Indian - SEE letter of May 24,1863], just about the time that we heard the train
wvas starting from St Paul,and tvo co's were ordered to meet it at St Cloud or
Sauk Center,the Winona cowill open their guns and some of the amunition as
soon as they meet the train,but will box up their old muskets and bring them
with the train,with those guns they could wvhip out four hundered Indians in
guick time the one co alone. June,3.1863.1 have just been looking over my
accounts®...Here James gives an account of his belongings furnished by the
Army an a revolver he has just bought - SEE letter of May 24,1863.He then con-
tinues : ®" One of the boys shot himself through the had while on guard the other
day,it was through the right hand,cut the bone of the fore finger aff,and was
so far back that the Dr thought at first that he would have to take off the thumb
to,be took of f the fore finger,the ball was so big that it cut a hole from the
bone of the thumb to the bone of the big finger,a large peice of his hand gone.
he was a very small boy,of his age ,and he was only 17 the 28th of April,he is
getting along very well,I saw his finger this morning the Dr has got it ina
bottle of alcohal. June 6.1863" He then telis about guard duty and going out
on scouting trips and then continues " The train will be in to night the mail
staid at the same place the train did last night,it is said to be the largest
train that ever made a trip to Abercrombie,there are two hundred and sixty odd
wagons,besides the provision and bagage trains that the co's took down with
them from here, and most of Uncle Sams wagons have six mules hitched to them,

so there must be over one thousand mules and horses.They found a dead Indian
to day a short ways from where those men were killed that were bringing the
beef cattle up here, they brought his gun in with them..,.... James E.Cady"
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What a sight this wagon train and cavalry,strung out for miles,must have been!
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m Post Office established in mlaﬁ County October 23,1858. Patriotic cover
contains a letter written by James E. Cady from the Otter Tail River, August 11,1863,
Cady writes:"Little Crow is dead, he l&nummumm ‘we took his

son [Wowinapa] prizsoner, mhwmmm-mmmhmm
mmmmmmlmummmwmmmwatm
gm. 1 saw the gun - the Col [Colonel] had the gm, the boy was nearly sick and could
not get out of our way, he had a severe wound which was not well yet. khen he was on
his way to Devils Lake [Dakota Territory] from where his father was shoi he wounded a
woolf and when he went up to the woolf, he flew on him and tore him up bad."

Little Crow, one on the leaders in the Sioux Uprising, was killad by a farmer near
Hutchinson,Minnesota, July 3,1863. His son was sentenced to hang, by a Military
Camission, but was eventually released. He became a Christian and took the name
Thomas Wakeman.In a statement Wakeman told of shooting the wolf for food as he was
starving., His statement and Cady's letter remain the only evidence of the "wolf"
incident known to the editor. Cady was a member of the Eighth Minnesota Volunteer
Regiment, He was eighteen years old when he answered Lincoln's call for '600,000
more',
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The cover shown above was placed in the mails at SAINT CLOUD,MIN.
In 1863 the headquarters of the 8th Minnesota regiment was at Saint Cloud.
Cady's company G aswellas C and H vere stationed at Fort Abercrombie.
D.T.,and the other companies of the 8th,vere placed at strategic points
guarding the whole Indian frontier.

(TAEIIE

* FT ABERCROMBIE Sept.3/63

Dear Friends....-.. I have been pluming[wild ] several times have had some
of the nicest plums that I ever sav....We have toget permition of the
Commander of the Post to go beyond the limits of one mile,and besides not
less than five is let to go,and ve have to keep our guns beside of us all of
the time and keep together,other wise we are not let to go, four or five
days ago the boys were out on the Wild Rice river pluming and saw 12 Indians
out on the prairie beyond the river - they thought about two miles from them
- they were on horse back and were riding down the river,We vere on the wWila
rice yesterday,and more of our co has gone. ..today,....there was 27 gold
miners killed on the mizsuri river a few days after Sibleys expedition left
there#...A tribe of Indians (I forget the name just now) drove the sous back
acrost the Mizsuri river (after Sibley left),When they came back,some half
breeds, from British America,report that most of the soux tribe is at a place
called St Joe*, which is on the division 1ine [ 7 miles south of the Canadian
border and 30 miles west of the Red River] ,they also say that the Soux desire
peace, Some half breeds,up there vhich the Soux have been at peace with vent
out on a scalp hunt and took 9 Soux scalps,that are for the $25 business [this
was a bounty paid by the government],it will probly cause war between them,
and the Soux are afraid of the Red River half breeds, Sept,8. Themail came
in last night,but no letter from you....... Governer Ramsy is coming up
here ,he is going to make a treaty with the Red Lake Indians*, Major Camp
[George A. ] is going with him....We hear that Jef Davis has offered 500,000
Slaves their freedom and 50 acres of land to get them to fight...James E.Cady"
222222222 R RS 20 0 b b b b b
*The Dakota Sioux crossed the Missouri at Burnt Island on July 29,1863 to get
away from Sibley.If Cady is right it was probably the Cheyenne Indians who
chased the Sioux back across the river after Sibley had left.
*5t,Joe was Saint Joseph - now Walhalla,N.D. asof July 21,1871.
*The treaty with the Red Lake and Pembina Bands of Chippewa Indians was con-
cluded on October 2,1863.See Lincoln's authorization to affix the Seal of
the United States to the treaty,dated May 5,1864, in this collection.
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FORT ABERCROMBIE D.T.
Cady writes from Fort Abercrombie under date of March 17,1864: "0ld Joe our Soux
Scout brought in five Indians one of which was a Chief, belonging to the Sisitons
Soux tribe, they have gone back to get the rest that were camped with them to
come - there was about 250 lodges or tents of them. They signed a paper aggreeing
to give up all of their murderors or kill them them-selves, the five came in
under a flag of truce. the wild Indian looks twice as well as the half civilized
(half~breeds) one does. they were feathered and painted up but did not bring
there arms. I was in the service 19 months yesterday....Janes E.Cady."




1864.
Pt Abercrombie Mar,19
Dear Friends
I refed a letter from Mother Ebby and George last evening,
was very glad to hear from them, I have re'ed letter from quite regguarly
lately, I allso got my raizor. Old Joe our Soux Scout brought in five
Indians one of which was a Chief, beloanging to the Sisitons Soux tribe,
they have gone back to get the rest that were camped with them to come
there was about 250 lodges or tents of them, they signed a paper aggreeing
to give up all of their murderors or kill them them-selves. the five came
in under a flag of truce, the wild Indian looks twice as well as the half
civilized one does. they were all feathered and painted up but did not
bring their arms, I was in service 19 months yesterday. I am getting a
long very well an my I have not any thing more to write I am a well
a usual, Was sorry to hear that Charkes is so unwell has he not got the
dis caused by eating to much, I allway feel beeter when I do not eat
so much, and am fatter.
Yours truly
James,.E,Cady.
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Pt Ripply. Apr,9.1868.

Dear Friends,
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settled in the great Ft Ripply. We arrived here yesterday about noon, We i
Mnmthmﬂutﬂlhnh:ﬂ.ldinn.lﬂhyiﬂf-t.hdnmtwh:
stay here long, ( fmmmummm.w-tundmmmé
to Co D of the second Cavelry at S5t Cloud., We are 50 miles from St Cloud,
I suppose that it is settled that we shall be mounfed, We have had Eleven
recruits to our co. and expect several more at Ft Snelling, W, have one

more man now than there was in the co when it was raised. Co N of our reg,
got ten pecruits that was caleculating to come into our Co. We have 85 1
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is on the Missiseippi River just 130 miles above St Paul by land., We were:

NI4T 1S

>

carly and I must finish my letter, baker larrison is at St Cloud sick with
suall Pox, Sergt Carr has been there taking care of him but as soon as het
lﬂﬂtﬂllthlhll‘uﬂ-u.Mhlhllhlﬂﬂuhhllnﬂihldltlli
self, Serg't Welch left yesterday to take care of him, he has had the :
small Pox., I was vaxinated at Sauk Center in two places on my arm but it =
did not work. -nufmmmmmmﬂ.hmnmtmthﬂ‘;&
Snelling on account of the small Pox being there B Harrison had been home
on a furlow, Sergt Care will come up here, Several of the boys that was on
furlow were exposed to it, but the time is passed for them to come down

with it. Joe Collins has boen here all winker learning to drum and was -
here when we came here, there is some men out a fiew miles making maple

Sugger. A man that Lagiiiiag sous out there saw five of us owt
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Pt Ripply. Apr,19.1864

Dear Priends.
I hear that we have three mails a week instead of two as I had before =
one leaves to morrwo morning and one comes in to night. So I will have
to finglish the rest of my Diary. Priday 1. April.
We came into Sauk Center to day a little before 12 oclock. Our recruits
were here 9 of them, one is at St Cloud sick, Bill Parsons and John Dilly
are among them, I bought a shaving brush and scap. It is a happy day for
me to come énto Civilisation once more. The recruits have drawn their
guns. I was Vaxionated to day. Saturday 3. We came from Sauk Center 20
Miles Onc of the Pacpacse' died to day I am on Guard. we passed through
the thrifty and thriving town of New Munic where every thing was shut wp
and folks away from homo, We camped 6 miles beyond., Sunday 3.

Cold Springs We have camped here it is now half past four oclock We came
21 niles, there teoams sent from St Cloud to druw the soldiers., J Desse
and J Saith of our co came, We hear that wo are going to Pt Ripply. I sa.
William Skinner he belongs to Co F of the 2d Cav-

Monday 4
We stop three miles from 5t Cloud I wrote a letter home, B Harrison of our
oo is sick here with the Small Pox, Tueaday 5.

We have moved accrost the river a march of four miles, We have turnged
over the Indians to Co D of the Cav- and they have gone on to Ft S, We
start in the morning for Ft R, I an on Guard Wedneaday We lef't 5t C to
day and went a march of 15 =, We camped in an old Barn, It is maining.
We have teams enough to draw us all,
Thursday 7.
We left the Samm and rode 15 miles staid in a tavern at Wlittlo falls®
Slept on the ball room flore it snowed and rained most of all day.
Friday 8
Ve started for the Fort this mor It is a cold nasty looking day we got
into the Ft about noon We are in our guaters, they are two rooms 28 by 48
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Pt Ripply. Apr,14,1864.
Dear Friends

I thought I would commence a leotter to you to day but
the mail does not go out till Sunday. I was Vaxionated again yesterday.
Some of the boys that think they are not fit to go on the expidition this
sommer will be examined to day by the Dr to see if they are fit to go.
Most of the oo have beem in the Service 20 months tomorrow, all the way
from the 15th till the 22 of Apr. time begins to pass off very fast to me
m.mumudwmmmﬁ-mmhl:“m
back. I will give you the details of ouwr jourmey from Abercrombie

March Friday 25.
Ve had a great illmmination last night and a dance, We left the Ft this
morning with the Indians went about 10 miles camped on the Red River. We
will go to the Auter tail river to morrow which is about 18 miles. I am
on Guard,

Saturday 26 ~
To day we marched to the 01d Crossing of the Auter tail. Young Indians
and Squas ride all the time Soldiers mone of the time, 0ld Indians walk,
I got a lotter just now from home, It snowed last night., We met three
teams yestorday from St Cloud senyit to draw the Indians dowm,

Sunday 27
We left the Auter tail this momming and came to Pombetere which is about
24 from the Auter tail, It commenced snowing this after noon when we were
about 10 miles from here, it raned and hailed a little. We have to go iate
tents with the ground covered with Ice and snow, We build a fire before
our tent and nearly freese setting by it,

Monddy 28,
We stay at Pombetere to day on account of the storm, it has stormed all
day to day. I am on Guard to day have to stand 4 hours in the day time
and nona in the night. Wy got plenty of hayto sleep on last night., We
filled our tents half full of it and banked them up well. i




4%

HIS LIFE AND TIMES

THE SIOUX WAR

p g ' FORT SAUK CENTRE
t’, ” A This was one of the
2] gwadﬂc. civilian forts built

. on the Minnesota

, -
’t""-( cerieptch J'iz{:(/ztzz frontier during the

Sioux war. It was
% Q. el o o _’5".,“_,_*4_,‘} occupied by Co.B,8th
- e 9 aut = Minn.Vol's, ,and was
- aﬁ ar /«.’-‘ .:-.:.. - 4.“ 2“4.., ﬂM}, located on Sauk River

at Sauk Centre,Stearns
County,Minnesota. The
letter was written by
James E.Cady and the
following extracts are
from his letter: "We
arrived here vestarday
after a march of 28
miles...in three days
from the Ft(Abercrombie)
«ssthere was 300 men of
us - our Co - Co I of
our reg - Co G of the
Cav and 25 men of Co B
of the Cav.Co H of our
- J reg will be here to

R ———ca, o : T — night and the furlowed
men from Ft A with 300
horses. they say that
they are all ponies and
never broke or rode -
The Sergt.Major of our
reg rode one of them....
he says the ponie
throwed him twice...The

£ e ’ j Indians shot a man
- ‘—'ﬁf‘ ' : . carring the mail from
F » ; : ; Absrcrombie to Ft Gaerie

POST, SAUK CROSTRE, MINN., 1) SCCUPIED BV OO, B, sTH MIXX

(Garry) ,wounding him in
the back of the head ...
but not killing him.He
throwad the mail off
from his horse, the
Indians taking and
burping it. He ran his

horse into George
, Town - the horse
feing in a fiew minutes....One of Major Browns Scouts shot
sees & soux on the Shian (river)
about 20 miles from the Ft, his scalp went past here with the express tha other day N
tacked to a barrell head so every body could see it....TI had a ride this morning on a
steam side wheel boat up Sauk Lake,...I have gOt a nice litrle black one (pony) - they

are all Canadian ponies....Wa will up to the Stocade (fort o e .
a fiew min to get our suddlua....Js::: (Cady) . " . M SREERaApane) (n
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FORT RIDGELY 1864

May 30,1864:"We came here
yvesterday, two Indians
were seen here yesterday
morning, one was killed
here a fiew days ago and
his body brought into the
post.The Dr. has his body

- he is going to keep the
skelliton, two men have
been killed at Sauk Center
since we left(they were
soldiers) - We passed one
house on the way here with
the skellitoa of a child in
it and on the same prarie a
house with a whole family
of skellitons in it. the
whole of our reg is together
and all but two co's of the
Cav....0h,1 forgot to tell
you what kind of a horse T
got - it is a black ponie
seven years old, a midlin
easy rider,full of life,
tried to throw me several
times but T throwed him and
got off after he was down -
a good many have got throwed
and lots of the wild ponies
have got a match for them
and back them down...James
E. Cady." Cover postmarked
at FORT RIDGELY MIN MAY 31,
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CAMP WOOD LAKE.June,9,1864.

“....we are camped at the place the battle of Wood Lake's took place,We
iayed over here today,but leave at six oclock to morrow morning, one of
our boys (Henry Sherman from Lake City township) deserted while we were
at Ft Rigley,after the axident (as he called it) of breaking his own
horses neck. he allso borrowed 25$ in money of one of the boys,..... We
are about 40 or 45 miles from Ft Rigley.We have to pay the scouts for
carring our mail. at the last camp ground those that wrote had to pay

10 cts besides the postage but the officers cut them down to 5 cts
apeice - they bring our mail to us free - so you must write as much as
usual.Direct to Minnesota Brigade, we had a dress prade to night and the
expidition was maned by Col Thomas,Act Brigadier General. I have got my
horse so he will lay down by just taking up his feet with my hands, The
boys found a revolver - several bayonets and an Indian beaded cap pouch
with over two hundred 200 caps in it. We found whole humane shaped skel-
itons,those that pretend to know say that they are Indian skellitons,
they were above ground....James E. Cady"

The battle of Wood Lake on Sept.23,1862 resulted in the capture of 2500
Indians. .
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CAMP ALDRIGE July 1,1864.The expeditions of Generals Sibley and Sully

in 1863,drove the Indians out of Minnesota,into the Dakota Territory,
west of the Missouri River. For the first time all ten companies of

the Bth regiment were assembled at Fort Ridgely and became part of Gen-
eral Sully's Great Indian Expedition of 1864.From a temporary camp on
the Missouri River. Cady writes home: "I hear that the mail is going
out at four oclock this evening,so I have one more chance to address
you....The reason I have not writen to you is because the mail has [not]
went to the settlements since I wrote to you last.We are camped within
four miles of the Missouri River,Sully is camped within 1% miles of us.
he had a little skermish with the Indians two or three days ago - he

had one Capt killed, he killed three Indians, I was on guard yesterday,
I was in the rear,saw a small party of Indians - the first that I have
seen on the trip, they came down on our camping ground before the rear
guard were out sight., Some of Sullys scouts came in to that camp the
night before and reported that Indians were all arround us, It commenced
raining yesterday before we got into camp and is raining yet, We had
muster to day. We shall lay over here two or three days.Sullys steam
boats are within 6 miles of us - he has 15 in all, he has cne years pro-
visions for the posts that are to be built here, I suppose that we will
have to build them and garrison them, The Eight reg has got the band
detailed and they are playing together every day now for dress prade and
on the march, The Second Cav have got a band, We have seen Buffalo and
Antelope every day lately. We went about 150 miles out of our way to get
here,Sully had a man killed day before yesterday while runing a buffalo
by the Indians...I have to pay 10 cts for every letter I get from you, I
think they will come for nothing in a fiew days.James E. Cady"




AT FORT RICE. CAMP NO.23,

This letter was written "hreea days after General Sully had selected the site
for the fort and before it was built. It could be the earliest recorded letter
from Fort Rice - "Sunday July.l10 1Bb4, Cady writes to the folks back home::™
hear that the mail will leave tomorrow noon, and as I must write every mail in
order to have you “ear Erom M@.......we pgot here Friday the 8th,Cen.Sdlly came
u» on the boats and got here the 7th, layed out the plans of a fort on the
other side of the river (west), - Named {t Ft Rice (located by Gen Sully July
the 7th) - The Wisconsin troops ar= going to bulld end Garrison it, - We are
divided into two Brigades, - the part that came up with Sully is the Eirst
Brigade, and the 8th Co Cavlalry) and Linn Batery are the second Brigade, -
Letters directed so as to come through have to be directed by way of Soux City,
as every post master does not know which way to start a letter. You can pit on
if you are a mind to Second Brigade Sullys Expidition. This is the first place
that we have struck the river, - we will lay over here a few dave, - there are
7 boats here, - there was 8 last night, with one that had been up the river,
and came down last night - she went on down the River, - the river here {5 a
great deal larger than the Missippi i{s at St Paul or any whare abovc the lake -
1 do not know but the Missippl is as big at Winona - it {s a very midy stream -
there is about two foot of mud and sand mowing on the botom all of the time,-
You can dip up a cup Full and let {t settle and there will be a "“alf fnch of mud
in the botom, - part of the first Hrig crossed over yesterday, - we will all
cross here but two Co's, they will stay here to guard some waggons that are left
on this side - one of the Co's is Co K of our Reg - the other Co I do not know,
- There have a fiew Indians given them selves up here but how many 1 do not
know. My horse is about as fat as any horse in the Co - 1 have got him 30 he
stands (gun) fire [irst rate, - he was very Cratfous In the Cirst place, - there
was horses in the Co that would nob stir out of their tracks when they were
fired off From - My horse can run like a streak, - four of us were out hunting
for grass (and 3s a Guard) - we run our horses about five miles aot letting them
walk but two or three times in the whole distance, - we would let our horsss just
get up and skedadle when we went by a good places for Indians, 1 have not seen
any Indians but once and that was when I was on rear guard, - we were on the
march, - it was in rhe morning just as we left camp, - they came down a side hill
right down on our camping ground - they thought that the whole Expiditicn were
out of sight, but the rear guard were passing up a ravene partly Sehind 3 hill to
them, - we could not see with the naked eyz to make out much, - they looked as {f
there might (have) been a flock of Fifty or a hundred of tonem, %1t a fellow that
had a spy Glass said that there was only about two dozen of them, - one of the
Capt's went and told the Col = he stoped the train - had it double up into two
lines - then came to the rear with two files of men - went behind us out of sight
to look at them, (he loocked with his glass - said he could not tell wheather they
had a flag of truce or not){then he went bshind us to take a look) - I did aot
haar him say what he made out when Ye came Sack, but we were on the march and had
been for an hour when he came up with us, - it seams they (Indians) were not
frendly any way as they did not come Into give them selves up ....(Balance of the
latter {s =missing),...James E. Cnﬁy.

R R
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AT FT RICE JULY 10,1864

Ths letter shown above was written three days after General Sully
had selected the site of FORT RICE. See oposite page for transcrip-
tion of the letter, It was carried down the Missouri River by one
of Sully's steamboats to Fort Randall where it entered the mails.
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BATTLE OF KILLDEER MOUNTAIN & RESCUE OF THE FISK WACON TRAIN,

During the 1860's the govarnment promoted a wagon route from Minnesota,via Fort
Abercrombie,Fort Rice, and Fort Union,to the gold fields of the Montana Terri-
tory. Captain James L.Fisk, an assistant quartermaster, was one of those assig-
ned to lead a train over this route in 1864,at the time that General Alfred
Sully was in the field with his Great Indian Expedition.Fisk Followed, Sully,
who had a force of 4000 cavalry,infantry and artillery, to a point 80 miles west
of Fort Rice. At this point,Sully turned .0 a northwest direction,looking for
Indians, while Fisk continued west, with an escort of 50 mounted soldiers, to
the Little Missouri River, where they were attacked and pined down by Indians,
forcing them to corral their wagons and defend themselves. In the meantime Sully
had left his supply train at the Heart River and headed north teo the Knife River
where he found the Indians encamped at Tah-kah-o-kuty, or Killdeer Mountain. Im
the letter below Cady describes the battle and the rescue of the wagon train.

Ft Rice,Sept,10,186%

"I hear that there is a mail going out tomorrow morning,So I must write and
let you know what is going on in this part of the country, we are back again
at Ft Rice, but it 1s not my luck to start for home, Capt Fisk(James L.) {is
out on Heart River entrenched and surrounded by Indlans, he has sent in to Ft
Ft Rice a day or two bafore we got here for reinforcements, a small datachment
were sent out from the Ft but are unable to tender the needed assistance for
them to eome back to the Ft,two co's of Bracketts men - two co's of the second
Min Cav, are to go mounted and 25 men out of each of our Co, We are to go on
foot, the rest of the expidition are to start for the state immediately,It is
185 miles and a half by the roadomiter to Cept Fisks Correll, he followed our
trail most of the way but has just turned off of it, he has got into the same
nest that we stired up, on the 28th July - We ran on to a camp of from three
to five thousand wvarriors with their fam{lies, they only knew of our coming
but two hours before we were on to them, we took their camp with every thing
piled inte the brush near by, we came onto them about noon, that night we
camped in their camp, we killed 113 and probily many more ran off to die, the
next day (29th) we under took to follow them but they were on the border of
the ruffest ridges that 1 ever saw or heard of, T ecan tell you some-thing
about the butes(hills) but can, not tell half, we returned and spent the rest
of the day in burning their stuff, we then went back to where we had left our
train on Heart River , near whare Capt Fisk is now, we took up our rout up
the Missouri to the mouth of the Yellow stone River, on our way, we went
through these butes on an old Indian trail, on the 7th of Aug ocur road party
were attacted, on the Bth we had to fight all day, allso on the 9th making
three days fight - T can only tell you about the fight in woords (person),can
not write it , 1t-would make a large book, We had 16 men wounded in both
battles, four men killed in the first battle - two were killed while we were
in the battle - one ordlie Sargent, two men were killed while on pickett
Guard, I shall not be back to the state till about the last of Oct or first
partof Nov, It is reported now that when we get back from helping Fisk back,
that we will get onto a flat boat and go down to Soux(Sfoux)City, our horses
qare to be led down mow, but I must clozse, I got four letters from you yest-
erday 17th and 25th June - another Envelope 1th and 8th July,I sent you 25§
in a letter before I left here before, wa went up to Ft Union(Montana Terr-
itory) on the west side of the Missouri and back on the East side of the
river, We were in the village of two freindly tribes of Indians, the Rees

and Mandana - they are a tribe of the Soux, Gen Sully started a 7t there, I
am well, James E. Cady We were inside the line of Idaho but how far 1
do not know,"
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Cady's letter was carriad by the military from Fort Rice
to Fort Abercrombie where it was placed in the post office
and postmarked "FORT ABERCROMBIE D.T." Thence to BLUE
EARTH CITY where it was postmarked on "OCT 6" and with
the notation "Missent" and then forwarded to Dodze City.
Sea opposite page for the content of the letter.
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MINNESOTA

THREE LETTERS FROM REV.GIDEON H.POND TO DR.THOMAS S,WILLTAMSON,MISSTIONARIES
TO THE STOUX INDIANS. THE FOLLOWING EXTRACTS ARE ALL IN RELATION TU THE
INDTAN PRISONERS WHO WERE CAPTURED OR GAVE THEMSELVES UP ENDING THE STOUX
WAR IN MINNESOTA.

Bloomington Dec. 9,1862:",...have not seen John(Other Day) except as he callad haro
a few minutes as he passed down. I have not been to the Ft.
since the Ind's arrivad(captives).We hoped John would have
been here before now, but learn from the Ind's that he is
wvery busy trying to render them service in various ways....
The number who sympathize with them (Indians) is very small.
«sss1 might find lefsure to go to the Fort(Snelling) but I
have not yet.....I want to see the poor captives but {t {s
not probable that T could do them any good & the pain of see-
ing them in their present condition, would probably overbal-
ance the pleasure,....G.H.Pond."

KOTEY 392 Indians
were tried for war
crimes; 307 senten-
ced to death; 38
were executed;1lé6
were imprisoned.

Bloomington Feb. 21,/63:"....1 have written a breif account of my visit to Mankato &
sant it to the Evangelist for publication if the Editors
think proper to puhlish it.When you write I wish you would
tell me how many (Indians) were among the prisoners who had
been baptized before, & how many, {f any were left in the
prison who were not baptized. I feel anxious to hear how
the poor fellows get along. I hope they will make thorough
work of 1t & learn to show as much regard, & as =uch =ure

BOTE:See John Other affaction for our GCod & for the christian relgion than they
Day.Galbraith did did for the Medicine Sack....Otherday 1 suppnse has pone

buy him a farm but Washington. He was here last weck & <aid he {ntended to go,
Other Day ended up & laft his horse here. If he had aot gone I think he would

have been back before now. I think he intendsd to briag his
wife back. She has written several times to him, & her
letters have considerable of a religious tone. Mr.Galbralth
{Thomas J.,Indian Agent)proposes to purchase for Lthem a farm,
{f he can Eind one suitable i{n their vivinity - I think he
feels that he owes Otherday a dabt of zratitude. [ suppose
he does. 1 have not been to the Dak(ota Indian) canp but
once since my return & that was soon after I returned......
G.H. m“'d‘

at Fr.Wadsworth in
D.T. where he died
in 1869.

Bloomington Feb.29,1864:",.....We are glad that you have so much encourdgenent to
labor with the Indian prisoners, & hope that you may “gather
fruit unto sternal life". We hope that God will give you

NOTE:The Indians who, Success, I judge from what I can learn, that there will
be great suffering among the exiles at Fort Thompson{Da%ota
Territory) before they will see a time of prosperity & of
plenty such as they enjoyed before the Indian war. T feel
anxious for the boys in their efforts for them,but think
that God, whom they serve will take care of them. 1 sunposea
frum accounts that Little Six(Chief Shakpay) & his adher-
ants are by this time convinced that he cant extarminate the
Isantatki. That work of Aug. 1862 was a sad thing for Lhe
Ind!'ans, tho they did enjoy it for a time, It has proved
another {1lustration of the truth that "the triumphisg of
the wicked (s short".....It seems as if the war was goinpg to
desolate the whole country - I don't know byt {t will be as
it was in Egypt, not a house whers there i{s not one dead....
I enclose with this & note (not present) to Rab't Hopkins
(Chaskay,a Sioux Indian) which contains 30cts currency, for
carved fishes sent to me......G.9.Pond,"

were not hanged or
imprisoned,were remo-
ved to the Missouri
River near Ft.Thomp-
son in Dakota Terr-
itory.Little Six was
later tried,along
with Medicine Bottle,
and both were execu-
ted on Nov.11,1865.
Robert Hopkins was an
ordained minister to
the Dakota Sioux.
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TREATY WITH CHIFPEWA RED LAKE ARND PTEMRINA BAXDE, 1S4,

A\uricnE % Nothing horein contained shall be construed or taken to
i greater title interest in the lands embraced
hin the territories doseritvsd nsid treaty
Indinns than existed in them upon the aegui
from Mexico by the laws thereof

any other or

= o7 hands of

spid 1
jon of =aid territories

TREATY WITH CHIPPEWA RED LAKE AND PEMBINA BANDS,
1664
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the Old ( g of Redd Lal
¥ payment EI:”‘ Whed for by the
d treaty, the nites] States will pay
of the President of the Unitid States, to
rEwns the n of ten thouwsand doll
Chippew e sum of fve thowsaml rs, which said sums sh
distrihasted to the members of said bands, respectively, in cqual am
per cajmin, for whh PUrpese A urale enums ration and enrodlie
limnids shall be made by the

« durmgt
i Lake band of Chip
to the Pemubios tand of

of the members of the respechive
of the United States.

Arrore 3. The United States will niso expend anpunlly, for the
period of fifteen years, for the el Lasks: band of Chippewas,
purpose of supplying them with pilling

linsey, hlunkets, shevting, Miisiel=.
such other useful articles, and [or
be deemed for their best inter
amd will --1|n11-|. g Hke misnne i
prirposes, for the Pembing band of Chippowns, the sum of four thou

snid dollnrs.

ArmiciE 4. The United States also agree to furnish said e
uns, for the [« rived of Hfteen venrs Kstmith, ome physu
i ler, mmd ome farmer; and will als i them annnally,
inge the samo period, with Bfteen hundred do e’ worth of iron, steel,
and other articles for blacksmithing purposes, ind one thonsand dol

lurs for carpentering, sl ather purpo

Aierriere 5, The United Stntes nlso ng
at some suitable point, to hadi termined by the Secrvfury of the Inte.
rior. & saw-mill with a eon of millstom =< it bached.

varene O, It is further agreed, by snd botweon the partics hereto,
that drticle four of the sand treaty, concludid at the Od Crossing of
Red Loke River, aml the amendinent to wiel mrticle, shoall by modified
i Tollows: that is to ssy, twenty five thousand dollirs of the amonnt

rrvn tio Turniish for sid Indians
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THE SIOUX WAR 1862-63

Facsimile Repro-
duction of the
first and last
portions of Lin-
coln's
Sioux War Order.
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The hanging of
the Sloux, as ple=-
tured In John
Stevens’ panora-
ma of the Sloux
War.

On the day after Christmas, December 26,1862, at Mankato Minnesota,

thirty eight Sioux Indlans were executed,

on one gallows by the

cutting of a single rope. The Indfan in the top photo was No,2 on
Lincoln's Sioux War Order as high-liphted above in yellow. Cut Nose,
the Indian below was was the worst, having split the skulls of 18
women and children with a tomahawk,



THE WESTERN MAILS

SURRENDER OF THIRD MINNESOTA AT MURFREESBORO!

"Nshville Tenn.July 22 [1852]
Dear Folks at home, I wrote to you immediately on arriving here which I
hope you have already received.I almost dread to attempt to give you even
a faint idea of the terrible occurences of last week. I will not give a des-
criptian of events as they occured are as I had connections with thef per-
sonally.I will send a printed statement as soon as printed.[See copy of in
this collection] You can have no idea of the awful misfortune that has fall-
en upon us.A noble body of men has been most basely surrendered,and the spl-
endid name we have so long borne is utterly ruined - And at this moment,vhile
thiscityis threitened with attack at any moment, 1200 well drilled & strong
men are chafing in their inability to assist in protecting so important a
point.But must stand idly by,listning to the roar of cannon & rattle of musk-
etry and perhaps see the old flag again torn,from the Capitol of Tennessee.
Our condition is by no means without danger.at this moment,as in case of
attack we should be between two fires and also are near their Penitentiary
vhere certain gentlemen of Nashville are continuing their theclogical
studies,and the release will be early attempted.I had found myself under
pleasanter circumstances.Just the Sat.eve before the surrender that I had
ever been in the army. My services and ability now fully acknowledged vir-
tually adjutant,and with a splendid horse fully [equipt?] fed & tended with-
out expense tomyself in my charge & use during the absence of Adj.Blakely
in Minnesota on recruting service. I was arroused from sound sleep on the
morning of the 13th by the distant dull..........& rapid discharge of fire
arms,springing tomy elbows at the same instant with my fellow we listened -
became satisfied that something was wrong & dressed quickly - laid a wager
of Ice cream on the chance for a fight - I for it - and rushed gut to assist in
alarming the camp,which was by this time in great excitement. I was cool &
pleased - put onmy dirty shirt that I might exchange for a clean one on return-
ing ,a few days later regretting the philosophy - Our Colonel was excited,but
in no degree to alarmus,vhile the companies wvere forming........rodein at
full gallop,with the information that the town was full of rebels & the 9th
Mich.being cut to pieces - we fell rapidly into line.Now see the account for-
warded with this [in this collection],and consider your boy as guilty watch-
ing the progress cf events in his place in rear of the left wing ready at a
moment to discharge his duties as aid in [giving] commands to the left.I pro-
vided myself with a comfortakble lunch of blackberries from a clump of bushes
at some little distance .Here we find the first biunder.Our force should have
forced its way to town thro the woods betveen the pikes to the assistance of
the Sth - it would have been hotly disputed, but successful as I firmly believe
would [ not have caused us to abandon our camp ] which however Lester[Col.Henry
C,commanding 3rd Minnesota] in his stupidity permitted to be destroyed with
in 300 yards of our line - vhen too - One company would have effictually pro-
tected it.A junction formed,the prestige of the first succes on our side and
the advantage of numbers augmented & position would have ensured the safety of
the men - tho at 2 loss of stores - camp &c &c.but nothing of the kind. We
remained in a most hazardous position for ourselves - all that for men engaged
in skirmishing & firing over the heads of the rascals in the wood with.........
The line fronted on the pike presenting to the woods (in which the 2d Geo[rgia]
was drawn up awaiting a formable moment to attack) our unprotected left flank,
and had the 1ittle foolish charge ben made with 500 instead of 25 our line would
have been swept on both sides down its whole length and the battery [of ] 2 guns
on the left surely captured, perhaps much worse - A little after noon we moved
back as indicated - and had a strong position. Had we taken it in the morning our
situation & safety would have been perfect - our camp protected and so far all
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right. The flag of truce came & was received.Another terrible blunder
hadLester replied "The Minnesota 3d does not receive such a flag after a
fight". The answer alone would have disheartened the 2000 that might been
brought against us. The one hour givin [we] would have barricaded our en-
closure - the grounds about the House - with orchard & shade trees - 2 rails

- 2 1logs from the negro quarters and have made the position impregnable.We
could have neld it easily so long as amunition & food lasted.Had Lester act-

ed upon the suggestion of his officers he would have obtained from the train
agreat sufficiency. Lester accompanied the flag to town to consult. We

learn that he was told by Col.Duffield, then wounded & a prisoner, to hold out

if possible.Lester only wished to knowv the rules in cases of surrender!! -

He came back,called a council of war of his captains and after considerable
discussion carried as most of hands [were] to fight.The coward [Lester?] &
three captains vere not satisfied & asked a vote ballot. Well you know that

the vote stood 5 to 3 of our Regt. Capt.Hewitt of the battery voting aye .

The feeling was very high at that time impossible to describe - All save a few
craven officers wished to hold out.The answer was returned,a free officer
rode in. We were permitted to go,after stacking arms, to our camp ,take what

we wished of private property and fall in tomove off as prisoners,surrender-
without a fight! I rode my horse.Our reception by the rebels was courteous &
kind - they were as much astonished as we our selves.We moved without halt thro
town & directly for Mcminninville [McMinnville,Tenn. ].We marched 13 miles to
Rudyville & camped.My horse had had nothing since the night previous & got noth-
ing this night - nor indeed themen. I lay down in my overcoat beside a fence
witha canteen for a pillow but slept feverishly - Next day Monday we marched
32 miles withonlya little peice of corn meal in the morning and again getting
nothing that night.I was fortunate in buying a good supper and lay down in a
blanket & over coat under the starry canopy,vell & comfortable in body but so
sad in mind.Next day we were paroled - simply signing a paper “ not to bear arms
or give information of the movements of the brigade and at 4 0.C. we fell into
line 1200 strong fine men and moved for Nashville - Of these 610 were of our Regt.
380 of the 9th 150 7th Penn.& 4th Ky - 70 1st Ky Battery &c.We marched back to
McMinnville 3 miles and waited two or three hours for thecitizens to furnish
some corn “pone® & meat,and then marched some 7 or 8 miles and lay down to rest
by the road.I put on an over coat I had found and lay dowvwn under a tree and
slept as sweetly as ever I did under the roof of my home - Next day the poor weary
footsore boys dragged on, some fresh & strong .,others not able to walk half a
mile withouot rest and so the column stretches cut for 20 miles along the road.I
valked as young as ever,had saved a biscuit for breakfast in my pocket & got a
dinner - rested all the afternoon - and at dusk marched on alone ,but passing
hundreds along the road & in houses.I marched to Rudysville & crawled in to a
comfortable corn crib & found a nice place with my dress coat for a coverlid &

a corn cob for a pillow - I had thrown away my over coat in the morning. that was
too heavy to carry.The pattering rain awoke me next morn so I quiet till Bo.c.
and then got out,went into a house ,remained quite a while & then hired a cov-
erd buggy to carry twoof us in to town,arriving in good trim about noon - was
immediatley invited to the house of a "sesesh” [southern sympathizer] & en-
joyed his kind hospitality till .......... vhen at 4 ve started for Nashville,
marching half way ve got aboard a return [railroad] train that had taken troops
under Genl.Nelson [Maj.Gen.William ] to reoccupy the town and so got safe to
town about 4 o.c. P.M. weary & dirty & hungry. Now of the treatment wve rece-
ived - Really as surprising as any part of this vhole business! - Men and of fi-
cers treated us like gintlemen,kindly generousiy,dividing their scanty peice
of bread & meat with us,walking to let a sick & worn out "Yank" ride and,while
compelled to force us much farther than we ought to go - doing it in a kind gent-
lemanly sympathetic mannor.Their uniform if it might be called such is gray,
coarse home made,durable & dirty.Armed with revolvers & shot guns & occasional




sl oo

HIS LIFE AND TIMES
SOLDIERS LETTERS

. W'
ek . L > \ »‘M cf‘—d—-w-' ,\Qﬂt.&f 22
é . 4 > l@m "M ZA4N . ’ % < ) .“. { LR

D > , Mé—;yw Crrerrcotimtats, #inT
Vi S o it I Mo e hrase olecaity Aseiit

jww Gaﬁmﬁk\ﬁ7¢§n. o mmﬁ‘wé

het yuq, @ oles > j\M?;M Ko on tecedd Viash
%.J'b;{ 'a-nﬁ:Zf( Maﬁ&n«w\ \liwq

@mxm ro rion’ f Ll citfots st Soat

2 PV SN ff:l":—*“" . N g bls ﬁ-zzy fﬁm« HAaz
ileens, Bowald ‘-.«.47 Btrciin linnedln s Satat et Cle M«m-—(‘ﬂdﬁ

e Seais Qu Loy fovrns - S [ OVE_ TR, SR @u.a.
W“ipﬁ_m‘,‘.w; SV wwr e

e Qv 0‘-‘74;&’4 P : \n'a‘;nt.od-'-s—d IR | l::.-\fﬂwﬁa:i:z
éﬁrﬂmﬂ-‘zdht, A cdmﬁéf‘-luudhilf‘¢4;‘45‘ ég?gr 1&“4;6“ ﬂd}' D. %

-

sabers which they do not know how to use - tollerably mounted,on lean & tough
horses. The physique of the men is good compares favorably with ours.They are
excelleent riders & can live in the saddle,as for instance, They rode 50 miles
to attack us and then some of them returned that whole distance, stopping but to
feed a half hour & eat a bite - They subsist on the people.l assure you there as
holding back on the part of the enhabitents in furnishing them so far as possible
and their wants can be communicated in advance - The country is poor,& had been
drained by their advance - poor picking fell to our lot for that reason.Their
officers are fine men,dress & live & labor among their men & can scarcely be dis-
tinguished from them.In point of education I should judge them to be well —==--
We leave tommorow ( Thursday 24 ) morning at 2 o.c. via R.R. to Louisville for
Jefferson Barracks St.Louis...... s e ‘e».Will [William D.Hale]"

NOTE on back of letter in pencil: We left N[ashville for St.Louis] 50.c.,A.M.
24 [July]) and [arrived] safe & comfortabaly aboard [ Steamboat ] "Forrst Queen"
at 12 P.M.a pretty hard jaunt®.

LA S A S R S S s et




A statament of facts concerning the surrender
of the Third Regiment of Minnesots
Volunteers at Murfreesboro, Tenn., July 13th 1862.

The undersigned officers of the regiment being wi tnesses of
the events of that day so memorable end so fearful , make the
following statement of facts to correst the contradistory reporis
whish have slready beean circulated, and to place before the publie

the truth coneerning matters that involve the honor of our State

and of every man in the regiment.

The enemy, as far &s we can learn from all the witnesses
of their movements, from the muster rolls end from tie statements
of prisconers, had a force of two thousand five hundred cavalry;
two regiments were from Georgia, one from Texas, and then there
were shag-ling parties from Alabsma, Tennessee and Kentucky.

They had passed within our lines early in the morning,
their scouts going through fields and coming up in the rear of our
pickets surprised and out them off before they could give the
alarm, The sttack wos made on the ecamps of the Seventh
Pennsylvania Cavalry and Winth Regiment of Michigan volunteers
about 4 o'clock A. Me Qur camp was n-n thle WMurfree Farm, & |

little to the right of the Nashville turnpike near Stono river. |

—eee



THE SIOUX UPRISING 1862

"Fort Ridgely Minn. Nov.10,1862

Dear Folks at Home

Since I wrote to you I have been with the Regt.on a ten days
expedition into the Indian country west and southwest from this point. We
returned from Sibleys Camp where T wrote to you (if T rightly remember ) to the
Lower Agency 12 m from this post,on the 23d & 24th and followed in two or three
days by the whole camp of 1500 soldiers ,400 indian prisoners & 1500 squaws &
papooses - We made ourselves very comfortable,and supposed that we should re-
main there till the trial & execution of the savages [SEE NOTE BELOW] * was
accomplished & then fall back to Ft.Ridgely - We found an immense gquantity of
household furniture from which we selected dishes cooking utensils stoves(2)
&z all we wished.Made large captures of pigs & chickens and also all required
vegetables,and living high and further forage for our horses was plenty even
the weather fine.But there wvas work to do & the 3d must do it.0One fine evening
the order came to march next morning to Lake "Shtek" [Shetek] (65 M.) to make
that point Hd.Qrs. of the expedition - thence to send out smaller ones westward
to bury the dead of Aug.20 [Sioux massacre that swept Minnesota] to secure the
corn - forage - hogs & calves running at lage &c We rather hated to leave our
warm liuts and to risk being caught on the prairie in a terrible snow storm and
worse than all to drive our horses on dead prairie grass. We left the Agency on
the morning of the 30th [with ] 450 men with a train of 24 wagons.0ur course was
along the south side of the Red Wood [River ] nearly due west.We had several
guides scout us,one indian one half breed one Frenchman one white who had
spent & large portion of his l1ife among the indians & traping in this region and
two settlers of Lake S. The first day march was 25 miles.the road was the unmark-
ed prairie,and a most lovely day - Had a most comfortable night,a nice supper &
breakfast which - coffee & steak - T cooked myself,and indeed have run the comm-
issary Dept. for myself & chum all the way round.We had with us an abundance of
blankets,a very necessary thing too.Next morning an expedition was detached to
proceed still up the red wood to Lyns Trading Post.To come to the Lake the second
day,while the main body turned due south for the Lake 40 M. This days march was
in the first real marshy country I was ever in.There was between the lakes just
enough dry land to enable us by constant twistry & turning to wiggle thro, that
long days march - at no time out of bullet range of a Marsh or lake,and in a per-
fecly level country - Towards night we struck dryer region fortunally,and we en-
abled to move in the dark. we reached the Lake about 9 o.c. in the evening without
halt since early morning throughly exhausted.It had been a bitter cold day, not
uncomfortable in the morning,the wind damp & bitter cold rose with the sun & blew
vary hard all day. I suffered much and about 11 o.¢c. got in a moving wagon striped
L put in an extra shirt & drawers ! We found at the Lake a company of soldiers from
New Ulm who had come out for the purpose of burying the dead, 15, in number who had
bleached on the prairie since Aug 20. We found here the homes of seven familes -
some 45 personsof whom 15 were killed - 12 taken prisoners (6, 0f whom have been
recovered ) and the remaining have either escaped after incredible suffering &
hardship or were at the time aksent.The attack was made on the second family at
the N end of the Lake,where one man was killed and the woman directed [permitted]
from some friendship (for they were well acguainted ) permitted to go home - 65
miles across the prairie ! The third house was visited the same - the man killed,
but the woman escaped & alarmd the settlement while the savages plundered the
houses already reached - they all reached a house at the lower end of the Lake
where they thought to make a stand ,but concluded to try to escape and started
out on that wide prairie,18 M to one house - 25 more to a second.They were immedi-
ately followed [ & ] a battle of an hour ensued and the men [were] all killed or
wounded but one- 1™en the women & children fell inte the hands of the savages an
easy prey. one woman wounded twice & beat on the head till apparently dead was
saved to reach the settlements & die. one man twice wounded the same, one boy 12
years carried his infant brother the whole distance & when overtaken the wounded




.J‘rv.t 14 /5% 2.

tﬁ&- —‘;1% Cr-.

'?".&14. < u

’ﬁ'f’ Lie ﬁﬁ,ﬁ-il‘c-fu-u o " |
et Al JL,QM uyén..e’- y, ;
'ﬁ-t“‘"-/;-f' at-t-rr} h'%tql- T IWL: é‘;;mfe!( 1

!!_ fee f" d{”dlt&-/ A2 Pre /-m m-l-ﬁ .
I . S tt;"’PAA_tL ﬂfa.)p .‘-‘ o M‘-I ’

--er’.{.z-..; L cg:#-m/?-mr > LER7 _ :
ot 1o s e caRiG s tfmﬁ&dd e
lave difesints) rig ey gniis 4&"&.., fite fﬁ- Chnl
m:nfc- A QT : A
S ANPN: SRSV VoA
e bk Gl et M‘; sn(:-uai Olinc (25
.h"' GY v sesateont., Primote fﬁwr t't,&ﬁuur? /u}u 7 OfedBresy
tand alas &LL Ugprerced W«W ¢ et tatee /mm ﬂgf.ﬂ
ceeed ua—f&/u /w-/. /-vrrw-'-' 7 O /a.,{m.é. Brey T st Ly
prvss S Bk Mt time periho b Blo Sz 8 Drerceh-cle K
&ml,.ﬁ Lotaissy Hocrrolor Qoren & Drnprotc migi Porertrey
wh S CD90.) Lo Drreke Hhat frriih FGT s,
ﬁé £¢,‘-¢'f¢ﬁ~_— o O, LR dalls rrruit oy L Tl o
< peprel -l f-w-;, M e " #«:-fm R ¥ e Ciina, P
Povat - f"{-‘m 2 #‘;’;- el — Mum-u—; vy 44-;4- T
%/Mr’-?’x.w Sralid J’ -t.‘frmw o srirssans . V148 Swat) krzué
{w‘, 0&—&;# oo ;Mu.— s . Lo blss Rarusw 8l
ﬂ—@m Wi DR Lo~ T8 e it Dritsin Ribiomsinsdians e ald oo

,
"44-&&:-# f(tt.r




Diis Jrail B B Wit kR CH S bt S opiiies D

# 5 . ;
a1 Mo iz poefiie Sl ' s F g “
#‘Fi-b‘?' et t';; ® e, iuzf v ‘4‘.’}_.:_4_4!.44- ;hu:r.ﬂg: (ﬁ‘a!"_—?“j % '?wf?

M-r,fpf:},.gm P (ﬁ(:n&{ﬁ—,;pﬁ - ;Fﬂ'f.‘ﬂ(id‘é@ .ﬁ/ aidf A’..:mﬂ: e HOE.. e
‘s:m‘x}_ P S - Aot Dy ;:_g:_.«_._ﬁ—.f_-m.u_#_.fz-p_w Peotets d &A& x...r.
Ly ¥ y e . : el 22 e A ]
Drsane £ Dt it e 7 f:;/;c & .& m.a:__;,...- 4" ?. fl‘ .ﬂf P ria
[-ﬂﬂ Pl B —— 4‘-':«-‘) e ,_ﬁ. Ladt arele ;,.,y(rf; ﬂi—m&-vw ;’H-rlf-'g e ﬂ:&%
”’ﬁd “f-l. Ié— [/#rm P .{Aﬁ-l—f&aaa .-:31.# P A?-Gﬂfmrr,-.m %,, e SRR R

B sl romrin, * Clin Sy ki, el it af o oo Amgo ek AT,
for e Prrsrnit i Baan v ol Komnmy T itk [ ive bo Srifoy omant
fra '}-lff.ri‘f/a{:a /.‘-t.-‘-'ﬂ"- =

P/ et a -i“_'}v

Lrwiina) Jfﬂ/ Ca-iF d-éy ’L..,...:S f;r:ﬁ i ot 2 Qf'irﬁ_g.‘....-t 1
fi.'!. 'r_@_ﬁi:& L it Mt oe ™ it F'ﬂ"l’-’l’-lu-;_-‘.;?r e A ‘(f'dj,po] & Jﬁc‘;g_._
*.4.-;.4 . t{j' J-mf .57 éﬁ fcfsl/z:m Dlorer é':)a-vz-) 7 ;'s.rurf-'fm:-r » Olees:

ﬁvvf-‘z Mv_n:?-/au-n Putisrca & ﬂ':i’_d’fﬂ-"“‘.‘-t f—-:-— m{-,,.,.. Pt

#E-lr‘*ni;_f

it /—rm. i EZ
= h =t -

dffn-v?fiwftlﬁ{ﬁ;;;m% &8 Pnilis at wihiat /h—/n o L f?!/»;‘ el

R W ) éﬂ_‘. ngm{fif4.:F:, . fv-vtﬂ'f::-;\l oiie Fert g & |

.ff"d}(!w e Lo _M)_‘{.ffdli.u_.a.‘,‘_— = M :44(1&3"%;;}1#,»&; fata&.f-_p%

yaum‘.‘? lcir erved /3 ﬂ(af?‘_ﬁ.ﬁv—m P zﬁ'f&ﬂ'ﬂfj‘ " ﬁf'(': Aarn S;:;{..flyjf? ..-‘1’{;.

éh% hell //fz% tin ton LoaCal Lot .A{laté-'&' ffa’-‘tﬁ :'::// ] :H'./W:'

-'.6;744,?'@ alrscat %u&(f;g&". el an Bocorornens a oA bkt

/::‘"ﬁnf bl lix Bcwen o apo Fg#f-t-ppf/é-nm' S ] trrntey Ao~ o7

7 7

P p;w;-tz’t o r/ hz'—ﬁ/ pre f)-t:f‘_ sy of drveed svaih Gised

Lt - cteso- Oltrif Pocne terfocnty AT pailiy Sea s Ul b Olectl. 4

g - WW »;-._/wée 7

kil o B daw a Pruad b Prakie oF

A)h2e ﬁ:-;m;'fm - ug‘ég,n, ,i;_‘.,..i{é( f“.,,fj_ﬁ-nm/b{; lf—;.,y_, m.r_",a"_ Fa
‘;'Ju--gﬁ‘ln-ln:ev : Mﬁéﬂ-ﬁ-gzﬂm‘ﬁ' r/ﬁh—m‘fﬁ

.-u/ Iy O &P"""ﬁ A -Jéwr?_d .
d’# tii ety Pl

R
ISRELE T Ny

bl




man was requested [the boy to ] leave his bro. & go forward for assistance [was]
refused,[the boy ] saying he had promised his dying mother never to leave him
so long as both lived.They escaped by being hidden in the high grass.The utter
desertion of the settlement was its most peculiar feature, the indians had plun-
der the houses,to be sure,& drove off the cattle,but all else seems as tho the
people had gone to church.We expected to find here a good deal of corn,but it had
been mostly destroyed by hogs wild geese & blackbirds. Vegetables of all kind
we found in great abundance and the finest I ever saw. The lake is some seven
miles long by one to Three broad,gravely shores low & covered, only on the east
side with timber mostly oak,along which the farmers are situated,and all surr-
ounded by an ocean of level prairie. An expedition started after one days rest,
N.W. for the Mountain Pass 100 strong,leaving the rest of us toenjoy [ourselves]
on vegetables fresh pork chicken calves & wild game in abundance - The second
day out they found a five day old trail - followed it a day - found the indians
were runing avay and were obliged to turn back,by way of the Red Pipe Stone
Quary & Great Oasis,due vest from the Lake.During the 3 days out they lost 5 hor-
ses - Returning ve come to New Ulm on the Min [river?] in three very comfortable
days marches 65 miles at which place our regt was devided into three Battalions
and ordered we here,one to St.Peters one to Henderson - We reached this post
Saturday having been out 10 days from the Agency. I have enjoyed the trip well -
have been in eccellent health & gain fast. I regard myself as almost quite well
with an enormous appetite.What will become of us I dont know yet - We may winter
here or go south,rumors of both arerife,and T must wvait and see - and dont care
wvhich - A wvinter here will be dull & as one to himself as one has a mind to make it -
a southern campaign full of excitement & work — I have hardly heard from the busy
world you live in for more than Two weeks & know little of the progress of events.
Good bye Yur aff.son & bro. Wille®
drdadrdiRherdiniddntiddsidrisididrrinine

¢ 3 A
¥ T{:‘_?,.

*NOTE: The Indian prisoners vere
those captured, or vho surrendered,
folloving the attacks on New Ulm
and Fort Ridgely.They were tried
and convicted by amillitary comm-
ission.President Lincoln reviewed
the findings of the court and ord-
ered the execution of 39,wvho had
been identified as having murdered
women and children.On December 26,
1862,38 Indians and half-breeds
were hung from a single platform
by the cutting of a single rope,one
Indian having been commuted to
prison. SEE Sioux Massacre section
in this collection.

The attack on the settlers at Lake
Shetek was made on August 20,1862
and involved about 50 persons of
which 15 ,0r more were killed and
many wounded.

Also SEE the Spirit Lake Massacre,
which lead to the Sioux Uprising
in Minnesota.

Contemporary illustration of:
Indian terror on the Minnesota/
Iowa frontier.




BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE INITED STATES,
PROCLAMATION

For the sale of valuable lands in that part of the Sioux Indian
Reservation on sMinnesota Ricer, MinyEsoT A, lying within the
limits of the district of lands subject to sale at 87 Peren

In pursuanes of law, L ANDREW JOHNSON, President of the United States of Aperien, do
|:u*ﬂ-||_t iherlare aml make kiwrwn that o pul-rb' sabe will bee Juebd st the upbrasntiagsal | and (1],
in the State of Minnesota, at the perisd beranaftor desigmated, 1o wit:

At Land v 08 o AT I'FTFN asnes z == Wears The traet: o poresle o the pam Cp
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Pt ab pabvakes i e pate el i 8 el [0 T T
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Ther alwove-mwntioned laneds will wot be solid at less than their appraisesl valis=, aml a list of the
sevtioonu] sulufivispons, with the np}lﬂti‘ﬁi values attachald, = i the hamds of the bsal slfoers aml will
bme L Ll for the examination of those o nir“in;: [ 0 Pﬂn‘lmq-.

The ffering of the above lamds will commaenee oo the dax appoistesl, and will prowesl in the
sevler i which they are wlvertised until the whole shall have been offeral, aml the sale thos elosel:
bt tliss =ales whimll gpest Ine Ll']ll e lun::--r than two wevks, amsl e fu-iv. ate eniry wif any of the lamls
will lw 1u'rlllilh1[ wntil alter the l'l.'li-,ruri-m of the two weoks,

Thereafter the trats offired aml remaining upsold will be subjert to sale ot private ontey at the
appraisal valuation.

Liivien 'thllll‘f my |ul|1vl|. at the I‘I"I\' of “'u-hirlgtﬂll. this 28th llu_! llr .\!lgw-l_ anne Domying o
thes=aml izl hunides] aml MY -seven,

ANDREW JOMINSON,

By the Prosident:

Jos. 8, Winsox, mmsemner .a_lf the Cienorad Leowd f.yﬁ'n-,

NOTICE TO PRE-EMPTION CLAIMANTS,

¢ of the tracts within the I:ll'\lln|Li|H weml st usl Iu'lnlhip- aliye
entiiersted bs peguinel e vel ctiots of Uie Besister ainl Bveiver of the Dapd 00w, sid inake
Pyttt therwfior e s we practioahle giter soving this notior aid befuee the day appednbed e the commemviient of the
|n|.i-|h' sbes off this basids vnileaching e braet ehabd; otberwbse siel clafin will be fartfeinsl

Every poson entithed G the right of precinption to
bilbshi il saime 1o the sat)
i

Jus, B WILSON, Claniiismoner,
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IS LIFE

AND TIMES

THE SIOUX WAR
IR62 any 1868

DOWN THE MISSOURT IN FLAT BOATS
STOUX CITY,JOWA.In Cady's letter .
from Fort Rice,under data of Sept.
10,1864 he states that the members
of the 8th Regiment,who had gone
to the resciue of the Fisk train,
would "get onto a flat beat and go
down to Soux City".SEE letter
before this. On Oct.2] Cady
writes from Sfoux City:"We arrived
here day before yvesterday.Ws camp-
ed sbout one mile up the river
from Soux City.We will have to
stay here till Sully hears from
Gen Pope, 1t is reéported that
there are a thousand Gorrillers
(Guerrillas) in the sothern part
of this state.Ws may have to go
and help disloge them before we
join the Reg - Gen Pope sent
orders to Gen Sully to get his men
ready for action.....there are
about fifteen hundred men here,We
are ordered to stop here till Gen
Pope ordars (us to) come.lt
snowed here night before last -
most all day vesterday,and some
{ast night...the snow melted most
as fast as it fell,I got a letter
at Fort Randall...I have seen lots
of wild turkeys,the first T ever
saw were in Nebraska,.We started
From Ft Rice on the first of this

if we do not go to fight the Gorrellers we will be carried to Ceeder

rappids and then take the Carrs to Dubuque, there we will find out whare our Reg is, whather

going south or to staying (in) the state of Min(nesota),

I would not be away from this little

detachment for a good deal, we have sann a great deal of teritory since we left the Co (Bth
Reg,), since we started down the river, we are now as you can see by the heading of this letter
in the state of Iowa, We are about 5 miles south of the line bettween Dacota and Iowa - the big
Soux river forms the line. We did not have & storm all the way down the river. had a better
journey than I expected, no axident worse than getting on to sanbars and snags. I had rather be
at home to work, than to sit aroiund a camp fire out doors when it is snowing....James E Cady",
No cover with latter.
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MARCHING ACROSS TOWA
EMROUTE TO THE WAR IN THE SOUTH.

A siclinn

HIS LIFE AND TIMES
SOLDIERS LETTERS

James Cady writes from Dubuque
Nov 3,1864:"1 am well and on

the Mississippi River once more
«s+1 have been quite buisy to
day cleaning up my gun and arr-
anging camp.We left Ceeder falls
last evening at 20 minutes to
eleven and got here at 30 minutes
to 5 this morn - §o yvou see that
1 did not have much sleep.We mar-
ched 24 miles yesterday before
we got to C.F, - the people there
were very kind,..we were treated
well all a long the road,but at
a place ...called 7t Dodge they
were very strong Mc "C- men and
some of them very near Secesh -

a drugist expressed his opinions
which the boys did not 1lfike....
they sade him get the stars and
stripes and tried to have his
put them up that night but he
said he would put them up the
next morning. So they lat him
off. The next morning must every
{one) on the expidition walted
for him o come to his stores to
rais the flag but the train wvas
like to go and leave us, So they
found whers he lived and paild
him a wisit - told him {f he did
not put up the flag they would
help him do ft. he cams out and
put {t up tremblingly. most of
the Citizens {n town were out to
sea him do it, most of which were
glad to see it they said, for he
was a Secezh. We hear that the
rest of the Reg are in Chicago,

but do not know as to the thruth of {t.We do not know wheather we shall go south or not, T am in
hopes to be up in the state (Minn.) and be allowed to have a furlow so that T can come home and
see you...I was never happier in my life than I am since we got back to the settlements,you can
write letters to follow the Reg by way of Dubuque,...we have traveled through a country whare
no soldiers have passed through and have been treated with great respect, espesialy by the
ladies who shed tears when we left. most every one was telling of some brother father or son in
the army or of being in them-selves, but I have a poor pen, and have a miserable place to write
while citizens are looking to see in what position we have to write to thosn we love, it is &
novelty to see the women looking at the cooks, and making coments, most every one must taste of
the pan cakes to see {f they are lits, and tha hard Sread to see what kind of bread we have,
this was espetialy so with the ladies of a small place called Webster City. three of them came
up to the fire just as the cook had stoped mixing the pan cake batter,with O do let us Seo you
mix the batter,but T must close...James E.Cady". The reference to "Me C- men' Is to Georpe B.
McClellan who ran for president on the Democratic ticket in 1864. A Secesh was a Secessionist
or Southern sympathizer.
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Murfreesboro,Saturday,26 [November],1864.

James E. Cady,and the detail from the Bth Regiment that went to the
rescue of the Fisk wagon train,arrived at Murfreesboro,Tenn. on the
16th of November.On the 26th Cady writes"....We have mooved camp

once since I came here, we are puting up winter gquaters.have got five
build[ing]'s four and five logs high.We got [here] on the 16th of
this mo, found our reg all here and most of it well.It has rained
most every day since I have been here,they have brought some Garrill-
ies[Guerrillas,; ,marauding irregular soldiers]in since we have been
here - There vas but an Ohio reg here when we first came but now
there are several reg here.It is rhumored that Hood is fighting at
Chatanooga. You probly hear about the fighting than I do.[Cady then
tells his father,a Baptist minister.not to try to get a chaplaincy in
the army)....I tell you chaplains have a hard time in the army - I
never saw one but had hard work,besides Ft Rice is a sickly place -
they had upwards of 25 graves there......and the Fort had not been
standing but a l1ittle over a mo....I hope you will give up this chap-
laincy buisness.....they have 90 cannon here from 2?4 lbs to 62 pound-
ers,when I was on post the other day I could count 11 difrent works..
..We have a store,they have a room over in town for soldiers to write
in,they furnish paper,envelopes,pen,Ink.and stamps,and a place to
write.they take all of the letters to the P.0. it is sustained by some
christian society.We have to get a pass to go into town,so I write my
letter in the tent......James E. Cady."
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Murfreesboro,Saturday Dec.3,1864.

I thought that I would commence one to you,to let you know some-thing
of the exciting times here about Gen Hood[John Bell].We have heard
heavy firing last Wednesday and Thursday,and have seen the smoke in
the day time and the flashes by night,the canonading was north west of
here.at a small Ft called Ft Franklin. Hood got the worst of the fight
we hear,but Iexpect that you hear all about it as soon as I do,they can
hear in St Paul sooner than I can for the news is not permited to go
south by telegraph. A woman came through day before yesterday from Nash-
ville with a rebel sash arround her,with papers for this Ft.She came
with a horse and buggy. Five hundred rebel Cav crossed the R.R.between
here and Nashville. 11 Eleven trains with soldiers passed this place
thursday,to stop about 15 miles from here,to keep the rebels from
crossing the R.R.[railroad] Hood tried to pass west of here but got
stoped,then he turned to cross the R R between here and Nashville.It is
reported that he will have to run on to this place in his retreat. he
will get a warm reception if he comes here. We had 10! one hundred and
one canon ready for him two or three days agoc and have had an addition
of one field battery since, of I do not know how many guns.(it is the
14th N.Y. battery). We have 71 guns between 24 pounders and 45 pouders,
there is a mail in the P.0 now but they have been moving it out of
town in to the Ft,and did not have time to distribut it,they do not send
a mail out till Hood gets away from between here and Nashville [ Cady
then tells that he has bought a fife and that it will help him to learn
music]. Monday 5.
We wvere ordered about 2 oclock yesterday to go out about 5 or 6 miles
to drive the rebels from a block house on the R.R. The block house had
about 35 men in it with artillery.the block house was built with two
tiers of timber with six foot of gravel between,and was covered with
timber - then R.R. iron[rails],and had roof boards ocut sid of them. The
rebels fired 13 rounds at it - only one ball taking efect,that not hurt-
ing any man inside.A reg[iment] of Cav[alry][and]one reg of Infantry
went out to reinforce some Cav.scouts we had out near the block house,
they went in the fore noon.Then there was 3 reg's of Infantry went the
time wve did, (counting us) _ the right wing of our reg fired a fiew shots
- no musket balls came near us,but the shells burst prety freely
arround us one time,We were ordered arround to get a chance to charge on
a rebel battery,under the protection of a hill,but the rebels discovered
our manuver and moved their guns back a little.Then began to shell us,
wounding one man in Co H in the forehead - the peice runing arround the
bone and coming out behind his ear.I have heard since we got back to the
Ft that he was dead.It loocked hard when we were marching up to the
rebels to see the Cav that had horses wounded coming back to the rear,
some of the men still riding horses that were wounded in the legs. one
man said this is the fourth horse that I have had shot from under me to
day.but when I sawv them carring dead and wounded men on streatchers it
looked rather worse.The second shell that the rebels fired after we got
there went into the window up stairs of a large brick house, (belonging
to a planter now in the rebel army)seting it a fire - a vhite woman
rushed out and called a reg(all most)of niggros out of the cellar to
carry water - She walked up and down the stopp hurring the neggrows,
Shots were continualy hiting the house(from the rebel side)the niggrows
dodging,but she did not dodge,but once that I saw,and that was when they
fired at one of our battery guns standing by the side of the house - but
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drill call is sounding and 1 must close for this time. Dec 8th We built
up large fires and at half past 8 oclock started for the Fortress [Rose-
crans Jand got there about 10,but I have more news to tell.I mail this
letter Dec 23 with the other letter,I am quite well. James.

Murfreesboro.Fortress Rosecrans thursday,Dec.B,1864. I have been
writing a sheet full before this of the battle of Sunday the 4th at
Overhalls Creck.You will see after I went to drill I did not write any
more till this morning....We did not fight any Monday the 5th,but Tues-
day the 6th we were ordered out to support a battery that was shelling
the rebels out of the woods.The rebels some of them got into town,but wve
had bateries planted in town and all of our pickets from the other side
of town retreated into town and went into brick houses and opened the
windows and fired on them.We have guite a guard in town all of the time.
Two Reg were ordered into town with pecies of artillery,the tvo colums
(rebels and ours)met in the street and the first shell we fired at them
drove them back leaving 17 dead rebels and twvo niggrows,our men followed
them up firing the artillery on them all of the time driving them out of
town.Yesterday Wednesday the 7th,wve were ordered out about 9 oclock in
the morning to drive the rebels back who were firing on our picketts
beyond town.We drove them back(with 5 thousand men)about 5 miles when we
learned that there was but one small reg of them (Cav) probily from two
to three hundred,ve then came back shifted arround to the west of our Ft
and going north toards Nashville we came upon the rebels fortified (a
large force) - We tried to shell them out but they had larger cannon
than we did and answered us lively.The,our batery was ordered to move -
Ke were left there to keep the rebels back if -they should try to follow
the supposed retreiting battery of ours,till they got the batery in a
more desirable place,we were then ordered by the right flank and swung
arround to the end of the R's[Rebels]unfinished brest works,then wve wvent
into them by charges - they were in the woods throwing grape and canister
shell and solid shot at us while we were in an open coten field.We fall-
ing down every time they fired,we got up most to the woods then we layed
down flat in the open coten field and gave them a continuval roar of musk-
ettry for fifteen minutes - two Co's an our right got up to run.(some of
them did run) - They would not mind their officers. it is said that one
Co's.Capt gave them orders to crall back to the brush beyond the coton
field and that started the other whose Capt lay clost down and ordered
them to stand,but they payed no attention to him till our Capt got up
with his sward - motioned them back,and they cam with a rush,We had 5
men wounded while lying on the coton field,and one killed(Marshal Veeder)
- he was shot through the head,throwing his brains all over Ally Allen
and two spots on my dress coat sleeve,he was lying to the right and a
head of me, a man by the name of Wm Reeves had a ball pass through his
coat sleeve - then striking in the ground bounded and hit a man by the
name of Crow in the back.Crow was laying right by the side of me but
about two feet behind me,the ball cut his haver sack strap part way of
going in at the point of the left shoulder blade. we then heard,see the
prisoners coming in,see what a string of them ,see......this was said by
our Capt,who had an eye out to see what the rebels were about, he said
it to incourage the boys but did not want the boys to get up to see them
like himself for the bullets were flying thick and fast cuting off the
coton all arround us.I did not rise up so did not see the prisoners but
the boys that rise up saw them(and fortunatly none of them was hit) -
then they gave a general Indian yell,and we could see the rebels runing
in the woods,and then came(their runing;their runing) crys at them boys.
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When we were ordered to charge into the woods,we all broke for the trees,
and fought them behind the trees.The Co's got all mixed in to gather. I
came onto some thing that at first sight I did not think what it was,but
I saw a gun beside it. it was a rebel dead on his hands and knees with
his head on the ground, their clothes look so much like leaves that they

are hard to be seen.]l looked off to the left and saw another,(looked all
arroundé me)and saw twvo just behind me that I must[have]passed with in a
foot of them and had not seen them. after this I keep an eye out to see
what came in my vay. I sawv about a dozen dead rebels,and one vounded on
the field,but when we were going into the Ft I saw many wounded rebs and
our men wounded and dead as we passed the ambulances.Qur reg drove off
the cannoneeres.......of a rebel battery of two guns,the cannon was got
by another reg to the left of us but behind us. our lines did not reach
to the battery but our getting into the woods first was what drove the
rebels from their post.We passed a caseon with three horses lying dead
in their harnesses,probily killed by a shell from our cannon.We [went]
into their camp whare their fires were burning - they left a good deal
of stuff on the ground and some boxes of catriges which vere got by Co 1
of our reg. The Lieutenant Colonel[Henry C.Rogers,died a few years later
from the wound)of our reg was wounded in the arm.We had four men wounded
after we got into the woods, A man by the name of Richard Hammond wvas
down on his knee caping his gun a little to the left of us when a ball
took him in the arm,he gave a grone and rolled caompletly over. he went
to the rear but would not leave his gun,his arm vas bleeding bacly., 1
have not seen any of the wounded since they went to the hospital -
Joseph Crawshaw of our Co is the worst wounded man we have got. he vas
wounded on the coton field,the ball going intoc the top of his shoulder
and going down his side and side of his ribs. the dr[doctor ]Jtook the
ball out from under the skin. he lay in his tent till most night after
getting here.Some rebel prisoners help him in here.[both Crawvshaw and
Hammond survived]We took about 200 prisoners - two Majors - one Col - We
killed a Lieutenant Col. it is rhummered that we took a brigadier Gen
prisoner but I do not know his name. Sunday Dec.11,1864.

....... our com[mun]ication is cut off for the present so I cannot send my
letters.....The rebel prisconers that we took bring us very favorable naws
in regard to Nashville,they tell us that they made a charge on one fort
at N (but did not know what we called it) with 4,000,men and took the
Fort.(as they supposed) but the men could not get out of it after they
had got in - they then made another charge of 4,000 men - they were let
in but could not get out again,then he said the Yankees pitched in and
gave us h___l.......but says he we took those 1,500 head of cattle you
tryed to send to N.We had 1900 and sixty odd head of cattle here. they
were for the forces south of here,but the Johnys[rebels]got so thick that
it was considered unsafe to take them south - so they sent them [te?] N,
but to late as it seems.The rebels say that they can not whip us but that
they are bound to bother us all they can. A rebel letter was found on
the battle field in which was expressed the idea that the war would not
last long as it was about the time the north was electing president and
that he felt shure that Gen Mc - C - [Geo.B.McClellan] would be elected
and then they would get their rights. that he had not got any pay from
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the Government for land...that they then owed him over $200. that some
body had sent him a 5% Green Back for which he was much cobliged. One of
the prisoners that we took one week age to day sayed that he had served 3
years,and that he had reinlisted for the War. That it would be 4 years
next Feb since he enlisted in the first place., another fellow speaks up
and says that he enlisted for the War or for life. another says he enlist-
ed for now and laughs, all the prisoners that I saw give themselves up,
shook hand with our boys,they would fairly jump to grab their hands. one
of them says 0 take me back, he was probily afraid of his own men shoot-
ing him. We have began winter guarters here - Some of the Co's have got
into theirs with out doors or bunks - We are not in ours. We went out to
the woods last friday to get timber to finish our houses with but found

a camp of 1,500 rebels right whare our timber [was] - there was but 500
in our reg out and no artillery or Cav,and they had both and could have

driven us back. The Major was in command - he said that when we fought it
would be for somthing more than a fiew loads of wood. We will go to morrow
to see if the rebels are their. Our Col [Minor T.Thomas] is acting as
Brigadier Gen. so we have no regimental commander but the Major.Our boys
have gone out as Guard for a train of cars that have gone after wood. 50
you can see that they get wood - fight or do any thing that comes handy on
Sunday's as well as any other day.[Cady then tells that he has been sick
with diarrheal....It is said that Gen Thomas [George H.] is within 16 miles
of here,and allso that there are 44,000 rebels in this neighborhod,but I am
getting cold - the fire is going out and I must close.

Dec.19,1864. The mail went out this morning but we did not have but
about 15 minutes notice of it and that was before day light this morning
and not a bit of candle to finish my letter. I am well. The rebels got
whiped out as I suppose you have hear by this time. Qur regiment had kill-
ed in that battle 11 and 14 wounded in Co H on - 2 of the wounded have died,
that man that was wounded in Co H on Sunday the 4th was taken prisoner and
did not die as I heard, the block house had to surrender on .the next tuesday
after we had the fight up there.

Murfreesboro,in Fortress Rosecrans,Dec,19,1864.

..... we are preety nearly freed of rebels here now, they are building the
R R that the rebels tore up. The rebels captured a train of Cars coming
from Chatanogo[Chattanooga] to this place with,(150,000.)one hundred and
fifty thousand raitions for this place. We have not had a bit of hard tack
for five days,and but half raitions of hard tack the other five days
before this. The rebels burnt 14 of the cares,raitions and all as they did
not have any teams to hall them.They sent out reinforcements from here
when they heard the train was taken,and so took the rebels by supprise
that they did not have time to destroy the engine and four cares,which we
brought in .The rebels shelled one engine that was out after wood nearly
spoiling it.We are on half rations of Corn meal now and fresh pork,which
is foriaged every day. I have just eten diner out of pop corn and fresh
pork. The cooks only get two meals a day. We draw five days rations of
pork and fry it our selves, The rebels made their brags that they would
take this place and not fire a gun on it,and they would have taken it if
they had got Nashville. Gen Rusau[Rousseau,Lovell H.,Maj.Gen.]told us on
dress parade Saturday night,that he was instructed by Gen Thomas as to
express his thanks to the Bth reg in common with the other forces for their
galantry and bravry in the battles at Murfreesboro. he then said that the
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Pvt.JAMES E. CADY from original
in the Risvold collection.

rebels had been driven from every position arround N and that we had taken
4000 prisoners - 3 Gen[erals] - 50 cannon and an immence site of small arms
vhich the rebels threw awvay,and that the rebels had lost in killed and
wounded some whare in the neighborhcod of 17,000. The rebels here threw
away lots of Guns. I sav boys go and pick them up when there was no man. I
sav one of the cannon that we took - it had C.S.marked on the top of it and
on the end of the mussele it had C § A Columbus Georga. it was a tweelve
pounder - one of the guns was loaded when taken and double shoted with
grape. The boys turned it on the retreating rebels. our Co's wounded are
getting alond well, five of them are back to the Co in tents again.We are
under marching orders to leave this place,but where we will go I have no
idea,perhaps to join Thomas.It is raining to day - it is very mudy. oh how
Iwould like to be up there in the dry snows.

Murfreesborc Fortress Rosecrans,Friday,Dec.23/64.

THE greater part of this letter concerns the health and affairs back home.
Before he closes Cady writes ",..We started for Chatanooga Wendenesday,got
to the Depot [railroad] - then did not go. We expect to go,any time,at any
minute now.We think it is to intercept Hood and keep him from making a raid
on Chattancoga......James E. Cady."
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"phio River Jan.22,1865

Dear FriendS....seees we tock the boat at Cliffton on the Ten[ nessee JRiver at
evening of the 18 of Jan and rode 180 miles to the mouth of the Tenn River then
up the Ohio River 340 miles to Louisville,we then marched arround the rapids,
and took another boat for Cincinati,we would have been to C this morn but we
iayed over last night on account of the fog and Ice,we will get there to night,
I expect to get this letter mailed there ....we will follow the Ohio River up
to Pittsburg Pa but I expect we will take the Cares at Cincinati... [See note]
we are going to join Shermans Army --... the first snow that I have traveled on
this winter I marched on yesterday in going arround the rapids,I tell you this
is a cold place by the side of the place we have been all winter. It is said in
Louisville morning papers that the Richmond papers denounce Jeff Davis - If
that is so there will be a change before long. .....The Two Rems Brothers in
our co had a brother in the 10th Reg wounded at Nashville - he has since died,I
hear that [Gen. ] Hood {5 coming back to Nashville - if he does he will get
gobled this time,according to what I hear our reg lost more inkilled and
wounded than any of the Minnesota reg at Nashville,14 of our reg got their
mortal wound in the battle at N, 3 died from wounds,since the 11 killed,but it
is so dark here in the enjine room,and the boat jolts so,that writing by half
candle and half day light is hard work....James E.Cady"




HIS LIFE AND TIMES
SOLDIERS LETTERS

L3
& . “The . h
S ﬂﬁh-l. ut—ﬁﬁq?-ﬂ

i, Ju LD
.\.A ﬂﬁﬂ;{&
—=e3 2 Loy !uu‘\ b }-ﬁ&"- <
.&nf_& Fuad
, ) WL I:!—k----—*-- Vv -' )

%«m




© Washington Feb.1l,1E65

Dear Friends

I amin the City of Washingtonyouwill see. We got here last
night sonie where about midnight,We had supper after we got in,and breakfast
before 5 oclock [A.M.], Tt is reported that the 22 Army Corps is togarrison
the forts about Washington, Some of the other Corps that was here said that
they were releived to day.We were just 13 days and 14 nights on the road from
Cliffton Tenn on the Tenn River,The South are trying tec pass a bill to
free all their Slaves and then to press them into service, They do not talk
peace somuch as they did but I think that the time is not farr off when they
will be glad to cry peace,till they get it, If we are stationed here wve will
soon get our pay,We came through one tunnell in ,,,akout twomiles through
it a man stood at one end with a black flag and heldup two fingers,[?7] We di¢
not have any stoves in the Cares[railroad box cars - see belovw] till we
crossed the Ohio River at Blaire - We went through 4 tunnells one day in the
Alligany mountains and six in the night before.......We are in soldiers harr-
acks near the Depot, there are about 2000 men in them,and besides lotts of
News boys and black your boots....there was a minister in herea fewminutes
ago distributing tracks and paper [Cady probably got this sheet from him],
then he presched us a short sermon..... James E.Cady"
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At Clifton,General Schofield was ordered to proceed with the 23rd Army
Corps,via Washington,to North Carolina.They toolk steamboats down the
Tennessee River and up the Ohio River to Cincinnati. Here they were put
on railroad box-cars with out seats or heat.At Wheeling,W.Virginia they
were transfered to boi-cars with stoves. All this in the freezing veath-
er of January.They were a pretty rough and tough locking outfit and were
soon cubed "Sherman's Woodticks". On February 23rd Cady's unit embarked
on the steamship AERIAL for Moorehead,North Carolina and the greater wvar
in the south.

Thursday,Feb.23,on Steam Ship Aerial,out from Ft. Fisher.We are ancored off
the coast from Ft.Fisher,We hear that Ft Wiliamton [Wilmington] was taken
yesterday,Gen Schofield was in command, he used to be our Corps Commander, but

is assigned now to the department of North Carolina,Charleston is taken,there
Was 100 Guns fired in Washington the morning that we left when they got the news,
(Monday Feb 20) I do not know what is left for the rebels but Richmond now,We

had a butifull tripof it,it has been very pleasent weather,but the clouds are
in the heavens now,so we cannot see the sun.I saw two black whales yesterday
throvw themselves out of the water.I saw a number of them spout water,we will
have to go ashore in small boats if we go ashore here,I do not know as we will
stop here at Ft Fisher.....I did not get a chance to send this letter before vwe
left Washington,so I undertake to get ready to send back with these boats as
they are going to takea mail,I suppose that mails are very uncertain along
these coasts.I dare not trust any money in this letter.We came in sight of Point
Lookout it was a butifull Point,We came through Chespeak Bay and down the
Patomac River,we had to pass loots of big guns each side of the Potomac,no reb-
els could ever get up that river.I send some verses which I copyed vhile at Camp.
Stoneman last Sunday.....I saw lots of Sea Hogs or Porpics last evening. A
shark came within fifteen feet of the boat..is a pretty godd size one its tonage
iz 1.700....James Cady"
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES
SOLDIERS LETTERS

A RAW RECRUIT.

A raw recruit my taste doa't suit,
Althoogh be shonld make me a gueen—
i:: I seo from ;ran fane,

your unnatural graoc,
That you are too awfully preen.
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SOLDIERS LETTERS
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& WASHINGTON,D.C. FEB.17,1865 4,

JAMES CADY writes from Washington,to his little brother Hobart, on the .
sAL back of two hand-cciored comic valentines: "I have got a couple of Val- 7
entines which I thought would cause you to laugh,and that's worth the 4;‘
[-fg, sending them to you. I do not suppose that you would rember valentins
» day,but any one would be reminded of it here by the Valentines we see
[? ++ss+] never saw so many beggars and peddlars as there are in camp every Wa-
¢» day.We are run over since wa got our pay.It seems as if the whole ,ﬁ
} United States had sant their poor and beggars to Washington .to be ol
turned into the soldiers camp's...We expect to go to Ft Fisher in a day #**
At/ OF two,the 3d Div of our Corps is there and the 2d Div is starting out f2.
to day,and it is likely that our Div will follow.....James". J
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HIS LIFE AND TIMES
SOLDIERS LETTERS

TO A DRAGOON.
* Bring forth the steed! the steed was bronghi®
Lndanhiihlnhtomtﬂw thought;

But don’t you think for a Dragoon,
That you ;nmmml almost too soom?

Before unhﬂameﬂomd
Whydi’ﬂ;aunula hbyt:!;?im
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TWO WHOLE BRIGADES PUT INTO RALEIGH TO PREVENT THE ILLINOIS
TROOPS FROM BURNING THE TOWN ON LEARNING OF LINCOLNS MURDER-

"Raleigh,N.C.Saturday,Apr,22,8% oclock A.M.1865

Dear Brother Ebby. It isa beautiful morning.........Peace is near at
hand we all think. We have orders not to forage for any thing but feed for
the animals now, a guard is sent into the country every day to pick up men
found out forageing. Day before yesterday we had two Grand Reviews,in the
forenoon our Brig[ade] under Brevette Gen Thomas,in the after-noon our
Div[ision] under Gen Rugar [ Thomas H. ] ,yesterday fore-noon from 8 cclock
A.M. till 11 oclock A.M,. ,under Major Genl Sherman [Wm.T.]. Now our orders
no more Drills or Dress parades until further orders.We are in our beauti-
full camp yet. I have my tent raised up about 18 inches with rails on the
out-side and boarded up nice on the inside and one end. I have two shelves
in it a pole with my clothes hanging on it, a bower in front and over the
door,the top is covered with pine bows,in front is a rowe of Ceeders set in
the ground, just back and under the pine bows is a table and bench where I
amwriting now. I have been studing the Geopraphy ever since I got it. I
have the key to an old Gramar of 1809.1 am reading a Baptist Book called
Theodosia Ernest or the Heroine of Faith. It is a book on the merits of
Baptism. I would like very well to have Father read this book,it belongs to
I HWhite my partner. he got it the same day that I got my Geography. he says
that if he does not take it home he will give it tome.I think he will not
take it home,and I will take it home if we do not have to march so far that
I can not carry it. We hear that the state of N C has offered to fix the Rail
Road if Sherman will take his troops out of the state by Rail rather than to
have them march through the country. The road is narrow Gauge. It will have
to be about 3 inches wider to have it so that engines and carrs from the north
can run on it.There is not runing stock enough of the narrow gauge to take
the troops. We get full rations and mail comes in every day.We have only one
falt to find now with the times we are geting,that is 4 roll calls a day.,and
every man has to be there, this is I persume to stop or to help stop forageing.
One in the morn,one at noon,one at retreat (about five oclock P.M. ) and one
at half past eight P.M. before going toebed.........I have a Raleigh paper
of this morn which I intend to send home . I have a one dollar bill of Raliegh
money which will be 40 years old the 2nd day of July next. I had for diner
yeasterday some puding and molazses,for supper and breakfast this morn
fried hard tack and molazses,meat.Coffee every meal.We have some beans on
hand,but have not cooked ththem on account of the Reviews. We hear that
Abraham Lincoln is dead again, it has been conterdicted so many times that
I do not believe it yet.I hope that it may not be so. When the news came here
one of the I11[inocis] Reg's went for the townwith the intention of burning
every house in it.Two whole Brig's vere put into town to keep them out , (more
than what they had in town then which was one whole Briqg).It was a wonder that
some of them did not get killed in runing the gquards,but I guess that most of
the guards wanted them to do it. Andy Johnson our Vice President was born in
this town." Cady then says that he is anxious to be home and get " some
green corn and peas....tomatoes,and mellons...new potatoes will not go bad
for an old soldier that has been so long with-out them.......Sunday 11%
oclock,A.M. Apr.23d 1865.We had a co Inspectionat 9 this morn.The news of
Lincoln being killed was confirmed in the N Y Herald that we rec'd yesterday.
I hear that the lst and 2d Div of the 23d Corps is to guard mule train through
to Harpers Ferry,if this is so we will have tomarch,but will probily have
our things drawn on the train. It is about 250 miles from here to Harpers
Ferry...s.s«...James E.Cady."
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CONFEDERATE GOLD FOR GREENBACKS

pear Friends at home...... we left R [Raleigh] , on wednesday morn the

3¢ - we got here last evening(Sunday 7thMay)about 2 oclock P.M. It is

said to be 80 miles from R.to here,we went passed the town of Greensboro
about 2 miles. The 5th 6th 7th were as hot days as lever saw up in Minnesota.

14 men died on the S5th & 6th of being sun struck, we had tvomen that came
very near dieing last night after getting into camp, they were over heat,

but I have stood the march first rate,there are but fiew menthat are tougher
than I am,but are a great many that are stronger,the big strongmen are the
one's that give out,while the midling sised thin fieshedones stand the
march. It is reported that we are ordered to Charlotte,which is about 85
miles South west of here.It is said that there are 11.000;carrs and engines
at Charlotte...... ..We hear that Gen Thomas [Geo.H.] had a big fight down

in Alabama.We passed the building in which some of Gen Johnston's [Joseph E. ]
musketts were piled up.We got a mail last evening,but I di¢ not get any
letter....- ."May 9th 11 oclock A.M. 1B65........ wve will gev transportation
to Charlotte on the Rail Road.Gen.Thomas says that this will be the last
trip we will make,but when wve leave C [Charlotte]we will start for home, he
says we can drav all of the clothing ve vant - that ve will not have to carry it
any more. I hear that some of the Cavalry made a very good haul of Gold and
silver near this town.They had orders not to burn fences when there was any
other wood they could get hold of . They were cutting out a brush pile for wood
and found that the ground had been lately dug up. They commenced fealing
around with their sabers, they found five boxes of Gold and Silver $ 84,000 in
all of them, it ammounts to the men that dug it up - something 1ike § 12,000 &
peace,each man hid his share,but the citizens have been making a mess about

it and have found one 1ot I beleive, I wish that I had 100 in Greenbacks I could
get 100% in gold for it,these mem all are trading off their gold for eaven
dollars in greenback,It is so heavy they cannot carry it.and money runs a
great risk in being burried in this country.l heard one of our boys say that
one man was selling gold for 20 ctson a § 1,he said he saw the bargin and knows
that it was not 20 cts premium on the $ 1,but 80 cts discount,The fellow said
he would not leave a cent of money burried in this country,thathe would give
it a way what he could not carry before he would leave it,he said he could pack
3,000 $ if we went by carrs he could tice as much, they say that 1,000 % in gold
weighs 5 pounds, I never saw sucha gold panic, the suttleris trading in gold,
at least he takes it in,and does not allow any more goods than with Greenbacks,
I tell you there is an awfull pile of gold and silver in this country hid,and it
will be found,there is a man on allmost every rod of groundfor as far as you can
see,and some of the rods you can see for the men ,we know every inch of the
ground as deep as our Gun Rods will reach. 7,000.% was found on the road between
here and R,and lotts of it at R, the boys have got an idea of another place near
town,where there is money hid, it is being prospected,but my sheet is almost
Full.scsnnnsas ..-James E.Cady"



“Charlotte,N.C. Monday 4:45,0clock A.M. June 19th 1865.

Dear friends at home....ccveeee-1 am Glad to hear that the Colts are so large,
they must be nice ones. So it is a Mexican Mustang Pony you have got instead of
an Indian Pony for me.Well this suits me still better. if he is a real Mexican he
can stand the heat, have you ever rode him.how does he ride,vell if he does not
ride easy I can learn himgaits that wvill be easy.The Pony I had on the Plains
[of Dakota Territory] last summer was a hard riding Pony vhen I first got him,
but I set to vork to learn him to ride easy,and I guess the most experianced
horseman could not have had any better success than I had wvith that pony. The
boys that rode him from Ft.Rice [D.T.] to Ft.Snelling often speak about ny
Pony being the easeist to ride in the Co."Cady then mentions rumors about the
10thand 8th Minn.being discharged which turn out to be false.He was told that
the soldiers could keep their "muskets" by paying $6 and then goes on to say
"1 have put twvo 10§ bills of Confederate in this letter..... Jim says he is go-
ing to learn us how to eat Citizens food. he bought us some butter eggs potatoes
(new) &c:....we pick some berries plumbs ripe apples &c and live quite well...
We had for supper last night potatoes,eqgs, fresh beef,soft bread, and black-
berries,and our ever indespenciable Coffee....Brevt Brigadier Gen Thomas is in
command of the Division now......James E.Cady".
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THE WESTERN MAILS

"fasting and prayers in remberance of Lincoln"

“Charlotte N.C. Thursday 8:30 A.M. June 1/65
AT we have news nov that ve are to be nustered out of U.S. service in the
field,and are to turn over our guns at our State Capitol.and get our pay and
discharge papers there,anéd that the places for nustering out for the district
0f NC are Willmington and Newvburn,Czpt Fullsom of Co C of our reg started last
night for Nevburn to assist in making out papers,so I guess this news is very
reliable. Today is the day appointed by the President for fasting and prayers
in rememberance of Lincoln,they are building a platform for the ministers and
the of ficers toc speak on......we have preaching at 10 oclock today....."
James E.Cady"

e s e e e S R R R R R R R

I WILL SEND 20 § IN CONDEDERATE MONEY

"Charlotte,N.C. Saturday,2 oclock P.M. June 3d,1865.

"I was out 3miles in the country today - got some butter and plumbs mulberries
balackberries and cherries,and a fiew stravberries.We baked some pancakes
anc¢ cooked up and sveetened our fruit, and had some pan czkes and butter and
fruit and coffee &c ; for dinner ....ve had the 3¢ Divi band here,and the offi-
cers and ministers talked in turn,and we had a cuire of singers,made up of the
best singers they cold find,thay wvere all young men.Our capt vas one of them.it
was very good singing. Monday 11 A.M. oclock,June,5th/65. The 179 Ohio
reg came in yesterday from their trip to sustain the Polls,the people abused
the soldiers at first,but aftervardes sent in a paper to the Col asking his for-
givness,which was granted of course, the Col told tham that he did not care nor
either the soldiers for their railings,after this they used the Yankey soldier
25 if he was actualy a2 man, they had heard so nuch about the Yankes that they vere
supprised in the way the Y's treated them. I suppose they got the Idea that if
they acted as mean as they could it would answer as part pay for the way the Yanks
would treat them,but we would have been to such people if it had been in the time
of var instead of just after peace,and just vhen the officers and soldiers were
for making friendship instead of conquering the enemy which they had all ready
done.It beats all how well the South is conquered,now the rebs in this place dare
not even say their soul is their own,they did blame their officers for giving up.
They thought they had backing enough,but since ve havetheir officers under arest
they begin to think we mean to carry out to the uttermost extent the laws,and
that we are able todo it;this makes the most of then love the old Government the
more,and it has learned the ignorant that the Government is a strong one, and
they think that their officers expected vhat isnov in progress to be tried for
trezson and that they held out as long 2s they could, feeling that forfeit of 1ife
would be the result of failure. The rebel soldiers are the best friends we have,
they are in camp buying coffe &c: and every one of us can feed two or three
and then have plenty. .They come in and ezt with us,They see that we have
pleanty and to spare,and they want to know if this is the wvay we have been fead
always,and they starving,vhen ve camp in one place,we allwvays get lots of stuff
[food ] ahead for we do not eat so much as wvhen on the march......James [Cady].

P.S. Iwill send 20% in Condederate money in this letter.”
A F i S S SR RSS2 R RSS2 R R R R SRS



THE WESTERN MAILS
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THE WESTERN MAILS

*If you want to see soldiers
come up to Fort Snelling.

* Charlotte,N.C. Saturday,5 oclock A.M.July 8th 1865
Dear-Friends I am coming home in afiew days.A special order came night before
last at eleven oclock for the imediate muster out of the 8th Minnesota 180th Ohio
and 25th Mass. Yesterday they began to make out the Rolls and all of the Discharges
are filled out.The boys in the Co that were good writers took hold and made them out.
Samuel V.Carr ,made mine out.All that is to do now with them is to date them and sign
them . it is said that transportation will be here on Tuesday.We will be mustered ocut
on Monday. We will leave,if not Tuesday morn ,at night.or early Wednesday morn. We
will be in the State - to place it at a face estimate in about 20 days.If any of you
want to see soldiers come up to Ft Snelling. if you can hear the exact time we will
be there,if you come bring transportation for me home.The recruits will go home with
us,so Tom Carpenter will be at home withme . I got up this morning before breakfast,
I think I will quit for this time.I have not heard from you for over two weeks. I am in
hopes to have a letter at Chicago,and if you do not come to Ft. S. to have one there
forme. / James / 12 oclock m. July 8th/65 / Iam on Guard today,it is reported
that they are going to try to start us on Monday.I have just come off of Post. I will

go and mail this letter. Your friend James"
AR R R e S R R R R S S R R R R Rt h B

In Jamena's last letter, date lined "Charlotte, N.C. July Sth, 1865", he ndvised,
;I llurl coming home in o fiew days. — If you want to see soldiers come up to Ft
nelling.”

Bo after almosl three long years James E. Cady and the Eighth Minnesota came
home — home from a Ionﬁ and varied service extending from Faort Snelling to the
mouth of the Yellowstone in Montana, to Tennesses, ashington, Fort Fisher, and
North Carclina. From Northern Indians to Southern rebels, the Eighth saw a greater
;::Iq{y of service and traveled more miles than any other regiment In the United

tes Army.
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