


THE WESTERN MAILS

The following is an historical chronology of THE LETTER shown on the opposite page. It is tied in
with the “conguest” or takeover of California by the Americans and the subsequent arrest of
Fremont by General Kearny. THE LETTER is dated at “Puebio de los Angeles, May 20, 18477

1847

March 5  Col Jonathan D. Stevenson arrives at San Francisco with part of the
Tth Regiment of New York Volunteers.

March 18 & 25  The balance of the Tth N.Y.V. arrives making a total of 10 companies.

Shortly after arrival Stevenson is ordered to report to Kearny at Monterey
with 4 companies of the 7th, After arrival in Monterey the 7th is ordered to go
to the Pueblo de los Angeles on hearing a report that General Anastasio
Bustamante, with a force of Mexicans, is approaching the the Pueblo.

The Tth sails to San Pedro and then marches 28 miles inland to the

Pueblo but the Mexicans fail to show up.

May 14  Kearny leaves Los Angeles for Monterey via ship after having come down
from Monterey about May 2.

May 27  Kearny arrives at Monterey and orders Fremont to go back to the states with
him. This following a controversy as to who was in charge in California.
Fremont thought that he was the Military Governor but events proved out
that Kearny was the ranking military officer and the Governor in charge
of California.

May 20  Henry Toye's letter (THE LETTER) leaves Los Angeles by military express
for Monterey. In THE LETTER Toye states that "1 have just five minutes to
finish the letter.” The express was run in 4 to 6 days time.

May 31  Kearny leaves Monterey for Sutters Fort where Fremont and his party join
Kearny’s party. Kearny also carried THE LETTER with him.

July 24  Kearny's party and Fremont's cross the great South Pass.
August 3 They reach Fort Laramie.

August 22 Kearny arrives at Fort Leavenworth with the entire party after a journey of
2,152 miles in 83 days. On this same day of arrival he places Fremont under
arrest and orders him to report in person to the Adjutant General of the Army
in Washington.

August 23 Kearny leaves Fort Leavenworth on the steamboat AMELIA along with
THE LETTER.

August 25  Kearny arrives at Saint Louis on the evening of the 256th.

August 26 THE LETTER is placed in the Post Office, probably by the purser of the boat
where is it postmarked ST. LOUIS/AUG 26/MO. and STEAM 10 all in red.

August 268  Kearney leaves for Washington.
There are three other letters known to have been carried on this expedition, one of them
being in this exhibit. In an article in STAMPS Magazine, Nov. 20, 1837, one of these covers 5
reported to have been postmarked on August 28th. However in close examination with the
covers known it should be August 26th as all four covers were placed in the Saint Louis post
office on the same day — August 26th,

The writer of THE LETTER, Henry Tove, was a member of the Tth New York Volunteers. He
reports the momentous events taking place in California before the Gold Rush.
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OVERLAND VIA KEARNY EXPEDITION 1847

"BARK TASSO. SAN FRANCISCO APRIL 30th/47".John C, Ball writes to his
sister: "...in a few days i shall no longer be the first officer of
the Tasso, but the noble ship Loo Choo, she will leave here in about
a weeks time, either for St.Diego to take what Hides there are coll-
ected & home to Boston or otherwise to Manilla & Canton - Should we
take the Hides we shall be in Boston next October - if we go to Can-
ton we shall not arrive until february/48 - 1 would not write unt{l
Mr Mellus arrived from to Leeward or when { should be able to inform
you more particular about {t, but the U.S.Mail which will convey this
to {ts destination, leaves here the 3d of May (Kearny left Monterey
May 31st), & as { have two or three to write i am afraid to delay;
Captain Arthur left here to day may lst for Manilla, but will touch
at St.Diego whare the ship Vandalia i{s now loading for Boston,& put
letters on board for Melissa & one for Ephraim, i shall write to
Albert & Harriet by this mail - Mr Teschemacher the Head clerk upon
the coast will go in the Loo Choo should she go to Canton which will
make it very pleasant for me as he has been on board of che Tasso
ever since we arrived upon the coast & has been a very kind friend to
me indeed, & says that he will get me a Recommendation from Mr Mellus
& that will be sufficent of {tself to insure me the command of a

= - - -
! - ad

- -

vessel at my return.,.concerning California i have not much to write -
there are about ons thousand Unitad States troops in the country who
¢re 3ivided among the different ports, emigrants are a pouring in from
all gquarters & it is destined to be a great country & the key of the
Zac:f-2, 7o one can form any idea to what greatness our beloved

cocuntty is a growing - may God preserve her from Anarchy and confusion
like the Republics of old, may she not be swallowed up in her own vain
giory...Captain Hatch of the Loo Choo bears the Reputation of being a
gentleman & a sailor & most assuredly his looks do not belie it. he
wishes me to exchange with Mr Lindsey his first officer not because he
engaged 80 to do when he Joined the Loo Choo but because there has been
no peace & quietness on board of her since She left home but continual
Rows between him & the other officers & crew, & Captain Hatch is a
very quiet man & wishes to preserve the same around him...after recei-
ving this you need not write any more letters to California for { shall
be far from its fruitfull soil ere they could reach me.....John C Bull"

SEE Henry Toye's letter for the data on this "epic express'.
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U.S. Occupation of California 1847

Historic letter carried overland by Genl Kearny on his return to the states following the takeover by the U.S. Army,
Kearny had become embroiled in a controversy with Fremont as to who was the Military Governor of California. Events
proved that Kearny was in charge and he ordered Fremont to go back east with him. After a journey of 2,152 miles in
B3 days, the entire expedition reached Fort Leavenworth on August 22, 1847. On the same day Kearny placed Fremont
under arrest and ordered him to report to the War Department in Washington. On August 23rd Kearny left for 5t. Louis
on the steamboat AMELIA with the letter shown above, where he arrived on the 26th. The letter was placed in the post
office as per postmark 8T. LOUIS/Aug 26/MO. In the letter the writer states that it will go “across the mountains " with
Kearny and then gives a detalled report on the Mexican War and events in California,
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california Star 1847
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VIA MILITARY EXPRESS.

The cover below was carried from San
Francisco to Los Angeles by this

pony express - the first mail route
to be established within California
by the U.5. military government. See
Father Serra letter for the same route
by the Spanish government in 1776 in
this collection.Capt.Joseph L.Folsom
acted as themilitary postmaster.The
writer of the letter,Henry Mellus
came to California in 1835 as a sailor
before the mast,wvith Richard H.Dana
in the PILGRIM. For a time he wvas the
agent for Appleton & Co in the Hide &
Tallow Trade.Later a partner with
W.D.M.Howard buying the Hudson Bay
Co's property in 1846.He died in 1860.

The express ran
everyother MONDAY
from either end of
the route. Dec.27,
1847 was the fourth
Monday - the day
the express would
leave San Francisco
with this letter
for "Angeles” (Los
Angeles ).

See Henry Toye
letter in this coll-
ection - May 20,1847.

Col.R.B.Mason,Gov.of California to L.W.Boggs,Alcaide at Sonoma : *Monterey,
California,June 3,1847.,,,+++4,1 regret that it is not in my pover to afford
the people in Calfornia any greater mail facilities at this time than the
military express that has been established,once in two weeks,between San
Francisco and San Diego,which carries the letters and papers for all persons
free of charge..... This is a military government,and the supreme power is
vested in the senlor military officer of the Territory."

Lt.W.T.5herman,A.A.A.Genl. to Col.J.L.Folsom,Assistant Quartermaster Genl.
under date of Monterey Jan.9,1849 :*,.....Themilitary express mail to and
from San Francisco and Monterey is under your control;that from Monterey to
Dana's is under is under the control of the guartermaster at Los Angeles."

LR R R R R R R R R R

The two guotes above are taken from the 31st Congress,House of Reps, Ex.Doc.
No.17,Feb.6,1850.
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Allen Putnam's letter to the Amistant Quartermaster

“Published by order.

. i T. DUNLEAVY, Municipal
Ulerk.”

There were other and more urgent
reasons for the change of name. At
that time Dr. Robert Semple, who in
the previous year had belped to
establish in Montercy the ploncer
California newspaper, the “Californ-
ian,” was basily laying out & new
town on the north shore of the Strait
af Carquinex, which he proposed to

! il IiF i - -m %
to Donna Francises, Benicia
Vallejo, wife of General Vallcjo
The race for the more desirahle name
was won by San Francisco, and Dr,

Semple had to content himself with'

the lady's second name, Benicia,
which the town beara today.

In March, 1847, San Pumi;-:
had a total population, excluding
New York regiment, Indians and
Sandwich Islanders, of about three
hundred and fifty. Not for twe
years thereafter did it have an estab-
lished postoffice.

EN Captain Putuam bronght

his ship to harbor, one of his

first duties was to report to the
Assistant Quartermaster General

who had chartered his vessel. The
Quartermaster General himself was
in Mexico with the army. Accord-
ingly we find the Captain, on the day
after his arrival, sitting down to
write the following brief repart:

“St. Francisen, Zd March, 1847
“Dear Sir:

1 (am) happy tu inferm ww of the
the & Drew o this Port in

lflniw. .
ond the Perkins here. She did
where after leaving Val-
Lop Choo has pot arr'd
She ailed from Valparabo a few hours
s 1 beg wom will excuse these
few lines, as T have mot time (to) write
a time, the express being

-
g
3T

“ALLEN PUTMAM.™
At that time Califorpis was under

the title of Governor of California.
Fremont was in Los Angeles, Kearny
at Monterey. Commodares Stockton
and Shobrick, of the Navy, werr at

San Dicge and Montercy, respective-
Iy, with their commands. Kit Car-
son, famous scout, friend and de-
fender of Fremont, was with Fre-

selected to lead the party. The two
Navy commanders were invited by
Fremont to forward by
the Carson party, but there s mo
record, nor is it at all probable, that
n similar invitation was cxtended to
Kearny.
The Carson party started cast
Los Angeles in March, 1847,
were ten pleked men in the
including Llﬂ! *Don_ Kit,"
Edward F. Beale, USN,,
from Commodore
Stockton, Lieut. Talbot, USN,,
with disputehes from Commodore
Shubrick, some five or six “mountain
men” from Fremont's Battalion, and
two or three others, They went by
way of the Gila River, Santa Fe and
Taos, st which latter place Carson
had a few days to renew scquaintance
with his pretty Mexican wife, Joscfa.
Late April found the party crossing

=

L]

br

fashion “El Rio de las Animas Perdi-
tas en Puorgatorio”—The River of
the Lost Souls in Purgatory—in
wemory of sotse comrades murdered
there by Indians without benefit of
clergy, was called by the French

Fort, and thenee doubtless followed
the already well established Santa Fe
Trail along the Arkansas to the Mis-
souri River. Carson, Beale and Tal-
bot, pushing on ahead of

4
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and it was onc of these that Captain
Putnam was in haste to eateh.

It is practically impossible that
our letter eould have goone by the
Carson party. That party left Los
Angrles not later than March, and
even had it been the last day of that
month it would have been very diffi-
calt to get the lctter to Los Angeles
in time to catch them. Fuarther, the
letter ahows that it went to Monterey,
that is to Kearny, who as we have
safld is not likely to have had sn
opportunity o send any letters by
that party. More conclusive, how-
ever, is the fact that Carson reached
the Missouri in May, and the letter
was not postmarked st St Lonis
until the 28th of Angust, and even
with the known caszalness of frontier
[Int'lll arrangements, it is c:trﬂ:nrl_r

which is the date of a letter written
by him declining a public banquet in
his honor. He was subsequently
found guilty and sentenced to dis-
missal from the service. President
Polk remitted the penalty and re-
stored him to his rank, but Frement,
smarting under a sense of wrong,
refused to sceept the restoration and
retired from the Army,

There can be ne serious question
but that oar letter went overland
with General Krlru'\', It is troe it
must have remained in his hands at
Monterey for two tmonths. But
Kearny's last dispatches went by sail-

287

[ ing vessel via Panama before this
letter was written, and no further op-
| portunity probably oceurred to for-
ward It. On reaching Fort Leaven-
worth it was placed on board one of
the little stcamers which picked their
l uncertain way among the sandbars
and snags of the Missouri, where it
reecived the stamp “STEAM 10"
The rate was stricken out and the
| “f7 for “free™ substituted becawse
the letter was on government buosi-
ness and was entitled to go free of
| postage. It had ample time, reach-
ing Fort Leavenworth aboot Angust
| 22, to srrive at St. Louis by Angust

DO NOT OVER

]

LOOK

itnprnlrnhlr that a llr]l_r of three
months would have sccurred at that
point. Further, intending to go him-
self immediately to St. Loois, Carson
would not have put the letter on a
river stemmer when he reached the
Missouri, but would have ecarricd it
himaelf. |
I, then, the letter did not go hy
the Carson party, how did it go?
There in (lhly o I‘ID.II“}I{‘. way. The
contest between Fremont and Kearny
ended with the receipt of orders from
Washington econfirming the latter's
authority, and Fremont was foreed
to submit. While there is good evi-
dence that Fremont acted in good
fuith in the dispute, and believed his
appointment as governor by Com-
modore Stockton to be superior to
Kearny's claims, Kearny was not the
man to forgive and forget, even in
victery. An army afficer sines be- |
fore Fremont was born, he regarded
the latter as an officious upstart, and,
having determined to go East. he
proposed to take Fremont with him
and teach him a lesson there that
be would not forget. Kearny left
Monterey on the 31st of May, 1847
Fremont had before that Jeft Los
Angeles, and was at Suiter’s Fort. |
He was ordered by Kearny to swait
him there and accompany him East.
They left the vicinity of Suotter's |
Fort on June 14, with Fremont and
his men in the rear with the baggage.
Throughout the journey Fremont was
subjected to petty slights, which he
secms to have suffered with upusual
forchearanee. They arrived at Fort
Leavenworth on or very shortly be-
fore August 22, By a written com-
muttleation under that date, Fremont
was notificd by Kearny to consider
Limwelf under arrest and to proeeced [
to Washington for trial by court

changing eighl screws.
with lour partitions or shelves.

THESE REAL BAR AINS!

1. 1937 French Colonies, Paris Exposition Commemorative issue, 21
colonies, 126 stamps, complete, munt, ONLY 5195 per set, or $1520 |
Eﬂ' block of four,
oronation lssue, the 45 Crown Colonies and the 14 Dominions
(except the long set of Newfoundland) complete, mint, $13.50 per set,
or $50.00 Ber block of four.
Only the Dominions. That is Canada, Cook Is., Great Britain, Nauru,
ew Oulnea, New Zealand, Niue, Fapua, Southern Rhodesia, South
Went Africa in bi al pairs, Union of 8. Africa in bilingual pairs,
French Morocco, Spanish Morocco and Tangier, 14 Dominions com-
lete at §7.00 per set or $27.00 per block of four,
4. '2%?&' Islands Coronation complete, in mint sheets, (120 sets) at
New Zealand Coronation in mint sheets (120 complete sets) at $22.80.
Niue Coronation in mint sheets (120 complete nets) at B0,
Papun Coronation in mint sheets (40 complete sets) at $9.50.
. ;Iﬁlaia of South Africa, in mint sheets (60 complete bilingual sets)

9. South West Africa in mint sheets (60 complete bilingual sets) $110.00.
Cash with order. But we can send the merchandise to your Bank if
desired. Prices subject to change without notice.

THE MONTREAL POSTAGE STAMP CO.
4362 ST. DENIS STREET MONTREAL {CANADA) _l

A STRONG STEEL FILE AND
HANDY WORK CABINET FOR
STAMP COLLECTORS

Protect valsable sta=p collectios with a
Globe-Wermiche e, which iz de-
signed i meet the special requirements of
afiords needed profection to valushle collec-
tices and is a cocvenien! work cabinet.
This sttong siesl file will sccommodate
bve large albums and has drawer divided
iabhndymmnuhhm
Baceding type (like sectional book-
case) has paracentric lock. Awvailabls in

baked esamel, walau! or mahog
grd.n:?:l::h. = s

Write for prices and illustrated circular . . .
dealers wanled everywhare.

Globe-Wernicke

O i

The vertical par-
titions may be
converted into
nhelves b

Furnishiad

martinl for insmbordination. Fre-
mont was in St. Louls by Angust 30,

STAMPGUARD FILES
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Dutch Colonies

AT 1le, 2e, 3c. ETC.

Stamps preceded by wn ** are anused; all ofhers
are ubed.  An "x" w0 Pumbier indirates that the
mmhmmuwmmum“mim
Leftors precading numbers desi w8 Ll
wies s follows: C—CURACAD, DI.ITUH IﬂBrEi
undd S—SLAIHAM,

TEAMS: Cash with srder, DISOOUNTS: 57 aves
A.0G; 1075 wwar E3E.00.

e Each:  Seott's 23, 1L, 35, B9, 40 41, 41,
A6, 47. 50, 31, 52 o, b0, 100, 102, tm.mlnum
100, 320, 1IE 108, 195, TOA 117, MR, D100, 13, 13T,
178, 120, 180, 131, 134, 147, 10, Hu m 151, 185,
184, 168, 178, m':.ﬂh‘l 483, 433, 81

2 Each: i'u’tu H! 1- 1‘31."

57, bW, G, 280,
132, 134, 142, m, un lm. "1aE, 1ed, 1062, 68,
168, 171, 401, m. 472, 4T3, 474, 470, 481, n—.' 113,
1, e, 4
3 Eschiz |:'-1u !1:1 m. nlu.m! 104) 10 34, B

:H. 4. w0, , 5 5, 107, 012, 134, !!&
144, 154, 168, 1 m .on:\. 408, 400, 96T, 475
B 44, AT, 4, B3, TV, "B, "4
4 Esch: © xdd, 47, Izn“ Uz‘! 8%, NE, 42, M5
48, "0, BB, 00, 64, 100U 133, =150, *JA1, *e54; S AL,
=1, 116, 120, A48, xid8,

S¢ Enpht - 0 #10, 217, 30, *4T, W, 134; D §
o, TA, W1, 135, 170, 1L, 1BE, 46 470, E04; B
121, *130, #1540,

Now, D
6, 10

B Each: [
B 20, *7, YHA, "I51.
Te Ench: 1 %21, 35, 98 135; T "10, B4, *400, =400;
B 80, AL, 82, 85
e Esth: 010, 20, 136; D 7,6, 11,56, 43, *a, 80,
1, urs,unn Bz I, w17,

O Esghe O *16, 17, 6N, 406, 89, 111, I
-un. 190, 145, 160, 161, 292, 24, 458, &ﬂc- bk,
B 5, 95, B7, 106, 10T, 117, *130, 135, *130

Ve Esch: 0=, 69, %4, *7, 100, 101; 1) 07, 28K,
-HH":IB\I ez, m 64097, B8, W, U3, *131] L8,
e

18¢ Ewoh: [ 08, 57, "9, 113; D 4, T, 84,
375, I, *EhT, WANG, A3V, MV 6 a0, * 104, *HT,
19,

18 Engh: 13 -s.-u. B 40, T8, *i41

20 Each: t, 2 A0, 0, 1R4, 3405 DTE, W4
L TR ||...'Ha 5%l *L50

e Eagh: 01734, #1080 D 104, 018, 400, *357, &l
=il B30, 1L

B0e Ensh: %18 13 495, *101; T 12, 454, 437, 405,
dis, 478, 864; B *120, 113l

35 Each: =1, 20, 104, 308; D 471, #550; § =136,
1

400 Eashy 5, %57, 60, *102 117, S I i, PRI
-m w470, *IE, *50E; B #1008

600 Emeh: 01 43; [ 180, ®450, 847,

B0e Esch: 74, *23; H 5133,

Toc Ench: B4, 118; 8 119, M4

Toe Eash: © 213; D *14, "G4, 8 W0,

§1.00 Ench: € 21l; D 37, "800 5 807,

*ian,
113,

$1.25 Eachy O x8, 121 1) %417, "85

§1.80 Each: @ *58 124, §1.75 Eash: D 30
5200 Esch; O ¥35; D) %I, *410. $09§ Each;
B =10, =0

SETS

"i}?l-‘.i‘l 27 .50 um 1 m-sm-nm:ta
=013 .20 | *10E-ps, , *EIMAI, 1.48
-c:um. v IJ!H-OL ,il 'ﬁll'l'-i-l. 175
oCHM-11, &.00 | *[oue-30a. 58| *Hia-8 7.00
sOIE-al A5 | SDI040D,. 36 | *BeUig. A
*DI434R 1228 | *DE31-55., 2,80 | *BLM-0T, 6D
SO{6e-80 575 | +DSM-G., 250 | *R408-1), TE
“paer 8| D .. .75 %B412-168, 86
sDaTE-Rl 04D CHLES | E4IeA1. a8
SOIRL-EE 66 | D017 14 80 ]
SDERe-S0 LT | *GUT-100. .20 50 | *H30107. 3 60
Dasasp .68 14, 980

‘Wa salicis Want Lists For ltssnsan  Sebed abowe.
Comprobansive Prico Lists of sovernl inter
muﬂuuﬂim EM: - thmu# Entfd
Saar, ceintpin, Czecha-Siovakin, L
USED FRENCH COLONIES and of USED AIR
MAILS OF THE WOHRLD FREE LPOK REQUEST.

The Stamp Studio

AR Nassau Htroet

New York, N, X.

Moavembar

28, the date it was postmarked in
that eity.

There were no direct railroad con-
pections with St. Lounis in 1847, The
common routes Fnst were either |lj
the mall stage over the National
Road to the Baltimore & Ohlo, or b:.’
river steamer down the Mississippi
amd up the Ohio,  The letter doubt-
less went by stage over the National
Rond.

We have said that this letter wont
overland by the third expedition
known to have carricd letters from

Californin, The Carson party of
Mareh, 1847, was the second, What
then wans the first? A few words

on this subjeet mav be of interest,
In Juoe of the previous year, 18446,
Fremont and Carson S
noma, Fremont, who bad os yet no
knowledge of the declaration of war,
was in California ostensibly on a
“tapographieal expedition,” and had
been ordered out of the eauntry. He
had however token an entirely un-
authorized part in the “Bear Flag
Revolt” at Sonoma dn June. When
the Californinns looked at the erude
bear on the flag ﬂ:ri.'rll.': in the Sonvmn
publie square they muttered “Coche”
(“Pig"). No doubt they muttered
| the same word when they looked nt
the Americanos. However on Jllr'! T
the American ﬂrlg was raised at
.‘Ilnnd'u-]-r-_r+ and the mi][tur_\.' DeCijin-
tion of California hngnu, Fremont,
| with his Californin Battalion vaised
ut Sonoma,, '[:nrnt'(i:'uh-].\' started for
Monterey to assist, e placed him-
self under the orders of Commodore
Stockton, and on July 23 was sent
by sea with his bhattalion to San

were dn

20, 1937 Stamps

Dicgo, Stockton proceeding shortly
thereafter to San Pedro,  Joining
forces, they ocoupied Los Angeles o
August 18, after a certain amount of
opera-houffe  warfare, "“Tell  the
Commodore”  said General Castro
“I'hat if he marches on Los Angrles
it will be the grave of his men.”
“Tell the General," replied Stockton,
“To have the hells ready to toll at
cight o'clock, for I will be there.”
He was as good as his word, but
Castro and his army were not there
to reeeive him.  All resistance hay-
tng ceased, the conquest of Califor-
nin seemed an accomplishmed fact,
and ways and means were then con
sidered of advising Washington, As
a result Carson and a party of ff-
teen were started East on September
15, with instructions to carey the dis-
patehes to the President himsclf, On
the Rio Grande south of Santa Fe,
however, t]ll.'l‘l.' met General Erul’ll_\'
and a foree on their way to “conguer
Californis,” and the General was no
doubt pigued to learn that his con-
muest had alrendy been accomplished.
Carson was foreed, unwillingly, by
the arders of Kearny, to retorn to
California as goide, and to surrender
his dispatehes, his liopes of seeing
Josefa In Taos and of bringing the
glad news to Washington. His dis-
pateles were enrried FEast by Thomas
Fitapatrick, himself a famons scout,
who had been Kearny's guide until
the mecting with Carson,  These dis
putehies, so for as the writer has bean
nble to determine, constituted the
first overland mail ever cavreied from
California.
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FORT YUMA » CONTRA COSTA EXPRESS

FORT YUMA This post was first established in October of 1849 as Camp Calhoun. In March of
1861 it was moved to the summit of a rocky hill on the west bank of the Colorado River in
California and renamed Camp Yuma. Then in 1861 the name was officially changed to Fort Yuma,
although it was being referred to as Fort Yuma as early as the folded letter shown above, which is
dated November |, 1855. The fort plaved an important part in aiding the California bound gold
rushers, emigrants, U.S, boundary survey parties and the Indians. It was in the early spring of
1856 that the commanding officer, Col. Martin Burke, arranged through the Yuma Indians to
obtain the release of Olive Oatman, who had been captured with her sister by the Apache Indians
in 1851, The Oatman family of the father, mother and seven children had gone on alone from the
Pimo Indian villyge towards Fort Yama heading for California On the evening of March 20th they
were brutally attacked by a renegade band of Apache Indians and all were killed except the two
girls who were taken into captivity and a boy who was left for dead but managed to escape.
Olive's sister died in captivity, The nearest post office to the fort was Yuma, Arizona across the
river, The cover shown was probably carried by military express to Benicia Barracks, California
Thence by JW, Hoag & Co/Contra-Costa Express to San Francisco and the US, malls —
December 20th,
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WELLS, FARGO & CO.
establishad tha

azency at PORT YUMA,
California on the

west si{de of the
Colorado river in

1859, See BUTTERFIELD
OVERLAND MAIL,in this
exhibit ,which operated
over this route from
September 15,1858 to
July 1861 and carried
exprass for WELLS,FARGO.
Cover shown was used in
Septenmber 1870,
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Passenger travel by “Jackess mall” In the late 50 |s enilinea in this
old adverilsing poster possessed by the Dancroll library,

sutfrn ke Bam Awloanin

“JACKASS MAIL ROUTE™

On June 22, 1857 the US. Government
awarded a contract to James E. Birch for a
semi-monthly mail service between San
Antonio and San Diego. It was to be in effect
from July 1, 1857 to June 30, 1861. The first
westbound mail arrived in San Diego on
August 31, 1857, The line was soon dubbed the
*Jackass Mail" because passengers often had to
ride on muleback from Fort Yuma to San
Liego. The sand desert over this leg of the route
was too heavy for coaches. After September of
1858, the Butterfield Overland Mail handled
most of the mail between El Paso and San
Diego until it was discontinued because of the
Civil War. The cover shown above is routed *Via
El Paso and San Antonio” but apparently was
carried by steamer to San Diego, or via Panama
to New Orleans, because it s stamped “DUE 7%
to make the steamship rate of 10 cents. Thence
to Nueces Town, Texas
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The *California Alta® requests
that Edward C. Wharton, of the
New Orleans Picayune, send a
weekly newsletter via San An-
tonio and the Jackass Mail in-
stead of the Butterfield route
via Saint Louis. They want to
try the new route and save
three days time. The cover
shown was carried by steam-
ship to San Diego and thence
overiand via Fort Yuma and
San Antonio. It is postmarked
at San Francisco November 21,

1868. .
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Jackson, Cal. Feb. 5, 1860
to Nueces Town, Texas. A
double rate for under 3000
miles — 3¢ = 2 for a total of
6 cents.

Probably carried by
the Butterfield stage to
connect with the Jackass
Mail.

. j"ﬁudqm

JACKASS MAIL

:l’?!’ﬂ;:f'-.'m?

probably routed via
Panama Thence from San
Diego to Fort Yuma viathe
“Jackass Mail". No year
date but probably 1858 or
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~ PACIFIC

PACIFIC EXPRESS COMPANY
With the failure of ADAMS & COMPANY {n February 18553,
some of its former employees organized the FACIFIC
EXPRESS which lasted until early 1837.1t operated in
California and Oregon carrying letters,parcels and
Erieght ,making connections with steamers to the
Atlantic States via PANAMA,
Its printed frank was the pony and rider as shown on
the cover above as well as several handstamps as on
the cover below,
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THE "HOUNDS™ & GOLD RUSH JUSTICE 1849.

"Stockton Aug't Z1st 1849 - on the/
San Joagui
Dear John.......... There are craft arriving here every day from San F{ ra%cfsco]

and one that came yesterday left as the steamer was coming up the bay.Though on the
river they heard from good authority that the cholera was raging with awful viol-
ence in the States and that Genl Worth[Wm.J.] and [President ] James K Polk were dead
and Genl Scott[Winfield] at the point of death - T hope that it may not be true or
that it may be greatly exagerated - This is all I.have as yet heard - I hope that it
all may prove untrue though a few days we shall hear more. I am now more able to
give you some idea of this country than when I wrote to Pa some days since.The mines
are already thronged with people who are making according to their industry the
harder they work the more gold they gather. I presume that the average may fall short
of an ounce a day which passes here for sixteen dollars. gathered in small scales
and lumps about half the thickness of window glass and the same length & breath but
the shapes are as various as broken glass - This place last winter had Z houses and
now has regular inhabitants of at least one thousand and tents are constantly being
erected. It would strike you as singular to see the houses - the best of vhich have
vooden frames with canvass streched over them wvhile others like curselves have the
regular tents fastened down vith tents. Port Cozzens and myself are the only ones
vho as yet have left San F - They the remainder being engaged erecting their house to
do which they had to buy a 1ot for 3,500 dollars - about 25 by 100 £t or else pay a gro-
und rent of from 200 to $300 per mo. We brought to this place one of our tents and some
few goods all of which would not amount in N.Y. to 150 and have about $200 in silver &
gold & the dust in our pockets and pay a ground rent of two ounces (32 Dolls) per mo.
The proportion here is greatly in favor of the States though foreigners of all nati-
ons are here in crowds and a good linguist would have plenty to try his powers. About
a fortnight before we arrived there was a society of rascals here wvho had great pover
called the Hounds - The citizens of this place have confined and tried before an
alcalde [Mayor] and twvelve jurymen the two leaders and the head Captain [ Sam Roberts ]
of all was hung last Monday - all the citizens arming them to prevent any diasturbance.
I attended part & left when the white cap was put over his head and the rope adjusted -
all passed of f very quietly and every thing is now as peaceable and even more so than
at home [ at Stockton or back in New York? ]The Mexicans who are notorious for stealing
are detered by the summary maner in which justice is done and goods of all descripti-
ons are 1lying out of doors in any gquantity without a particle of loss.While we hear
nothing in the shape of crime being committed any wvhere in California since the supp-
resion of the "hounds”. I forgot to say they vere princepally Mexicans* SEE NOTE.
It would amuse you to see us live making our own coffee and boiling and stewing over
a furnace in the open air and at night spreading our hammocks on the ground a blanket
on that and covering ourselves with another and a coat &c for pillows. it is hard
living and yet to answer vhat you would like to know whether I would be here or home
I would say that unless recalled by some unlooked for event I do not expect to return
for years without I make [a] fortune in a very short time and when that does happen
won't I trot for home gquick. You can make money in California but youcan't live here
much better than an Indian without paying 21 Dolls per veek - Clerks and wvaiters can
get in San F from 150 to 250 and even more a month. I vould advise any young man to come
out here and try it,and the very best you can do is to get all the money you can to
togather and come out,but above all join no company — I have regulated this a number
of times though our vessel[a company ship that he and his group came out in] will in
case of a severe winter be an ark to us.remember me to all friends/

Truly your friend Rutger"
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Cover shown originated at STOCKTON and entered the mails

at SAN FRANCISCO SEFP 1.1849 and was rated 40 cents to
NEW YORK.

ABANDONED
SHIPS BY
GOLD
HUNGRY
CRENWS.
TELEGRAPH
STATION
ON TOP OF
HILL TO
THE RIGHT
AS SEEN
FROM
RINCON
POINT.
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The "Hounds",mentioned in the letter,wasan organization of the disbanded
New York Volunteers regiment,which had come out in 1847.Their claim for
being was “self protection",but it was more like "unorganized lawlessness".
They conducted  a campaign of violence & robbery,mostly against the Latins
from South America. On July 15,1849 they attacked the district called "Little
Chile. The next day the citizens organized into companies and arrested 20 of
the Hounds.That same afternoon a "peoples court™, with the alcalde [mayor]
acting as judge,convicted 9 of the accused, including the leader Sam Roberts.
However,because of the disturbed conditions at the time,the sentences were
never carried out. The records do not show that the leader was hung as related
in the letter. It may be that the leader came very close to being executed and

was released at the last moment - after the writer had left the scene as he
states in the letter. See opposite page for content of the letter.



ADAMS & COMPANYS EXPRESS. Organized by Alvin Adams,
Wm.B.Dinsmore and D.H.Haskell in 1849 to operate

in Californiz.PBesides mail and express they also
conducted a banking business,becoming the largest
shippers of gold in the West during their time.With

the failure of Page,Bacon & Co. in 1855,Adams was
forced to close.

Cover above originated at LAWRENCE Mass JAN 29 1852,
rated *10* cents to Yankee Jims Placer Co, California,
where it vas picked up by Adams and forwarded to Placer-
ville. The *COD §1* was the express charge. Cover below
was carried in the mails from SAN FRANCISCO to MORMON
ISLAND,vhere it wvas picked up by Adams and forwarded to
Benecia.The *5" was the postage rate. No express charge
is indicated.
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D CIARLES toRa,

BY THE VIGILANCE COMMITTEE, OF SAN FRANCISCO,
On Thursday, May 224, 18566, from the Windows of thelr Rooms, In Bacramenlo Btreel, between Front and Davis Strowis.
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WOI3Y  CARMIERE.

MAIL.

17 LoNC WHARF S.F. CAL,

THEY HUNG CORA & CASEY OUT OF THE WINDOW

Descriptive letter of the Vigilante days in the San Francisco of 1856, Dated at San Francisco June 1,
1856 and placed in the post office June bth by the NOISY CARRIERS. John Terry, a member of the
Sacramento lumber firm of Friend & Terry, writes: “f sent you a letter however & a paper [giving] an
acet, of the death of James King of Wm [William[. We have been having terrible times here sinee you
lefl. [will send you some more papers by this mail; that will give you full accounts of the proceedings
of the Vigilance Committee etc. The members of the Committee I should judge must be by this time
10,000 people - they are governed by an Executive Committee which consists of some 20 to 30 of the best
merchants in loun - they keep several hundred men on duty all the time guarding their rooms &
prisoners & are looking up the ‘Hounds' round toum - they have got any quantity of guns, cannon &
ammunition & besides every member has his revoiver & knife. Gov. Johnson [J. Neely| & the
Authorities that was have ordered them to disband & o give up the prisoners but they wont, & I think
they would have a sweet time forcing them to do it, as stromg as they are ... Every toun almost in the
state are with them heart & hand. They have now caged in their rooms [Fort Gunnybags] Billy
Mulligan [the county jailor[, Bill Carr, & some Y% doz others of the same sort. Yesterday Yankee
Sullivan killed himself with a case knife rather than to be hung or transported [out of the country/.
The rooms are on Sacramento St At Dawvis & Front [streets| they hung Cora & Casa [Casey| out of the
window the same time that they buried King. In their searchings round tovwn they found an old Ballot
Box that had been used which had a false botlom & sides & these d-1's that they have caught, explain
hone they used it & have accounted for the Elections of men that no body voted for. They have raised
sorre 30,000 for Mrs, King, [ think this breaking wp of this gang {Hounds & Sidney Ducks, see below|
of rowdy office holders in this state will be a good thing for all of us. " Terry then reports the wreck of a
Schooner on Coose Bay, Oregon and the attempt to save a woman and child: “Lou [Louis| in
attempting to save a woman & child was drouned. They thought the vessel would go to pieces & Lowis
& the mate attempted to get the lady passenger & her child ashore in a small boat - the boat swamped &
they were all droumed except the mate who had an air pillow with which he managed to get on shore. "'
Terry then comments on business in general and the lumber trade: *"We are having dreadfully hard
times here, there is no goods of any kind selling & it looks like sunday every day only more so - this
Vigilance excitement has had a tendancy to stop business for a time. " On June 4th he adds: "The
Vigilance Committee are still operating - the last party arrested was Charley Duane - Gov, Johnson
has ordered oul the militia & declared the city under martial law - We dont anticipate any fighting
yet although we may have some before the thing ts through with..."

The Hounds were recruited mostly from the lower stratum of the New York Volunteers that had
come out with Col. J. D. Stevenson during the American occupation in 1847, They were organized by
Sam Roberts and represented the lawless element of society. The Sydney Ducks were convicts who had
been deported to Australia from England and with their arrival in San Francisco joined with the
Hounds. The government in far off Washington was too busy with the neutrality laws and the slavery
issue to be concerned with law-enforcement in the golden west The cover is postmarked at San
Francisco June 5, 1856 having been placed in the post office by THE NOISY CARRIERS as per their
handstamp on reverse of the cover. See above.
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A great letter om the financial houses and their affairs in the days of the Gold Rush. Jessup was
collecting monies owed to Nat Miller who had sold his business and returned to Long Island, N. Y. in
1852. Of historical nole is Jessups comments on the state of affairs on the Nicaragua and Panama
rotes.

SAN FRANCISCO MAY 4th, 1856. “Friend Naf, Enclosed please find sight Dft on Van Vieek, Read &
Drexel of New York for Ten hundred & Sixty Seven 95/100 Dollars ($1067.95) for amt as annexed., .. ...
...... Money is so infiernally tight in this market that I could not collect it when due April Ist and
expected that I should have to renew it for three months. The commissions of 5% amtg to $55.00. | have
not deducted, concluded to let it be as a nestor and whence I come down (o the East end of that Island
will offset it in board at $5 per week will furnish all the luxuries, {f not will have to shorten the time and
increase the price. Looking over old memorandums [ find your letter of Instructions, instrucls or
directs me to purchase (whenever the amts were collected ) Exchange of Burgoyne & Co or Page, Bacon
Co. Those two institutions having gone in I felt at liberty to purchase of D. 8. & Church and as white
men, particularly Bankers are so very uncertain in this country I want you to distinctly understand
that [ don 't underwrite for a d-d one of them. The enclosed piece of paper ealled a Dft or Exchange cost
$1100 cash on delivery in this market and if you don 't realize $ 1067.95 on the sale of it just consider
yourself a victim and hang it up in frame in your parlor as a ‘memento mori " or as an evidence of the
degneracy of a community of which you were once a member. Another banking house failed yesterday
Argenti, Cavallier & Co our old friend and fellow villain Felix of Metcalfl vs Argenti, Vigilance
Committee notoriety, They occupied the institution where Plume & Burgoyme drew their last financial
breath. The pestilential atmosphere was comtagious. Evem the hale, hearty, lecherous and licentious
Felix the ltalian_could not stand it ‘The young disease must subdue at length, Grew with
his growth and strengthened with his strength'

His monied reputation made him a very important man on the streets but like his confreres and
predecessors, he withered, pined and died. ‘Requieseat in Pace' and his whore likewise.

In the name of everything Holy what is the name of the Toun where your nearest P.Office is located?
It appears to me that every letter has some new P.O. mark on it

Well I have not been gunning lately, but what is the use writing to you about gunning [hunting),
ditching and stone fencing would be more interesting topics. What do you find to talk abowut during the
winter evenings nestling around the stove at the village Inn. [ know you go there. Know your
disposition, temperament and habits. The darkey can 't change his skin or the Leopard his spots. The
homey moon has waned and Nat has fallen from grace or relaxed into his old habits, Ain't that so Nat? [
may be wromng in my conjectures, if so I'll apologise. I may have measured your wheat in my bushel.

The Capt Dennison is no other than your old friend Sam Denniston, have heard nothing about or
JSrom him lately and hardly recollect what the circumstances or provocation were that led to his
capture, it would be severe on his family {f he had to stretch hemp.

Mess A. 5. Edwards & Co are doing a very good business that is judgeing from appearances, they
keep the side walk erowded with goods daily. They must sell a great many goods in a small way, but
when you divide the profits of the year by Four it is drawing the wire down very fine. I should like to
reverse the thing and divide my expenses for past two years by that same figure 4. Would have no
objection to a parlee om it. The C. 8. N. Company [California Steam Navigation Co.| will declare a
dividend from the Profits on the receipts of last month [April]. This is the first revenue from that
institution for the past Twenty Months. Its affairs are in a more sound and healthy condition now than
ever before.

I am in hopes of getting a judgement from Supreme Court either pro or con on my Ship Property
this month. The prospect brightens. As soon as the last mentioned operation is brought to focus I shall
visit Long Island. Not before.

Nat I am getting gray right fast and what is still worse [ can 't respond (o feather bed music as of
yore or as a friend says, am getting stronger as [ grow older. Five years ago I could not keep it doun

with both hands, now one finger suffices. If I dom't get married before long there will be no necessity of
making a Eunuck of me, shall be perfectly harmless,
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They are having a right merry time on the Nicaragua and Panama roules. | hope that Walker =0
[William | and his fillibusteringf confreres stretch hemp and as for those interesting black sonsgfbsal =< —
Panama hanging would not do them justice. Just let them tackile a ship load of passengers from
Cal{fornia then the day of retribution wili come. Uncle Sam must take that country or we A~
(Californians} have concluded to anner it The papers represent that a company is now forminghere
by Capt Shaffer and Chariley Duane (who was shipped out by the Vigilantes in 1856 and camebackin  “Faira
1862) to go down and give them a small specimen of the difference in the raw material between
unarmed passengers from the States and those returning. The two steamers leaving omorrow may e
carry to Panama 1500 able bodied men, a good portion of whom have faced all such music as guns
pistols and knives, and every Mothers son of them will carry the tools with them. Panaminos and l=&---
Jamaica negros had better migrate. My kind regards to your Lady and if there is any good looking
young lady in that toumn, (not so dammaed young either) get out a habeas corpus and don't have the = -
infunction removed until [ come on. It may be in less than one year . . . ... ... Rich N. Jessup.” =

s 2 8 8 8 8 s
[T

Richard M. Jessup was born at New York City in 1819, On January 10, 1849 he sailed, for California,
£ on the ship HARRIET NEWELL via Cape Horn, arriving at San Francisco on July 24th. He died at -
Panama on February 4, 1865 and was buried at Taboga. Apparently Jessup was a member of the <
; Vigilanee Committee and also an Alderman of San Francisco. In some fashion he was associated with 255
the California Steam Navigation Company and was a member of the Society of California Pioneers /
Jrom whom the above data was oblained
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RESA " CROCER AND COMMISSION MERCHANT.

. —t - W Front Street, near Pacific Wharf,
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NMATHANIEL N. MILLER was born at Brookhaven on Long Island,New York the very
same day that Wellington defeated Napoleon at Waterloo - September 15,1815,
On January 13,1849 he sailed for California on the ship TAROLINTA, Captain
Cave master. There were B5 first cabin and 38 second cabin passengers on
board. The ship arrived at Rio de Janefro on March 5th, safled on the 10th
and were twenty days off Cape Horn because of adverse winds. They arrived
at Valparaiso on May Bth and the bay of San Francisco on July 6,1849.See
letter written on board the TAROLINTA. Miller built the first store to be
constructed at Clark's Point and Battery street and then moved to Front
street near Pacific Wharf. In 1851 he was a member of the "Executive Comm-
{ittee" of the Vigilantes. He was a successful business and sportsman as the
letters of Richard Jessup will testify. In 1852 he was called home to Long
Island to manage his fathers estate. Miller kept up his interests in Cali-
fornia and his membership in "The Associated Pioneers of the Territorial
Days of California" until his death at Brookhaven on December 23,1896, The
illustrated letterhead showing the office in Miller's store was probably
intended for his business stationery.
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GOLD RUSH CAMPS

ROUGH & READY CAL.FEB 17 1858.Post Office established Jult 28 + 1851

in Nevada County.Postmark ties a strip of four of the 1¢ 1851 issue

on a 10¢ Nesbit envelope, paying the ocean mail rate.

HANGTOWN vas established as 01d Dry Diggin's in 1848.Because of the
influx of riffraff and criminals,vho committed robberies and murd-
ers,the irate citizens took matters into their own hands and flogged
or hanged the perpetrators.By 1849 the place was being called HANG-
TOWN. On April 9,1850 the post office was established as PLACERVILLE,
but it was not until May 13,1854 that the town was incorporated under
that name.

SAN FRANCISCO CAL .10 1850. Folded letter to HANGTOWN rated
12% cents - the within state rate for California.
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Fmgrmhﬂm&:ﬂmhwimuldamqr:unnm
California, this hand-drawn cover from Cincinnati in 159
depicted 2 Conestoga wagon beaded for the Golden State.
Written on the canvas is “Oklshoma for starvation/Kan-
sas for desolation'Texas for devastation/Nebrasks for
MAY 5, 1997 damnation/Going to Cal. to sponge on my relation.” Cal-
lector Floyd Risvold has only a photograph of the cover
made at the Camera Corner in Oakland, Calif,, in 1940,
:admmlrﬂvduxwtn:tbewiﬁnlmyhghdu.

LINNS STAMP NEWS

 OnLAfOMa fop PTAFVATIAN
WANSAS For pesoLatian
TeXAS Yom Devastarion

NEBrASKATIR DAMNATION
QOTNG o CAL. #a spanet on My FELATIGH

Shortly after the publication of the cover by Linn's,the original shown
above, was sent to Risvold. The following note appears on the reverse

of the photograph,"Here's a cover of the "Not so Gay Nineties".] acquir-
ed the original a few weeks 4g0.1f you are an Anti-New Dealer its " To

Hell with the Democrat Administration" will strike a responsive chord,
despite the fact that the administration in guestion was that of Cleve-
land [a Democrat]!". At the time of this notation in 1940 it.was the
Democrat Aministration of Franklin Roosevelt,and now comes to attention
after one hundred yedars , for the third time under the Democrat Administra-
tionof William Clinton.The Same punch line could amnlv I F wris msem s 88w b &
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e WRECK OF PHE CLIPPER SHIP “"GOLDEN FLEECE.”

OFF FORT POINT, BAY OF SAN FRANCISCO,
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GOLDEN FLEECE. Medium clipper built at Boston in 1852, Operated in the
New York/California trade during the Gold Rush period. She made two voyages
to San Francisco vin Cape Horn. On her second voyage she arrived at San
Francisco on April 10th and left for Manila on April 21, 1854. On her way out
of the bay she was caught in an eddy and drifted onto the rocks oifl Fort Point
in the Golden Gate. All efforts to save her were futile and she became a total
loss. This illustrated letter sheet must have been made shortly after the accident
as it bears a date line of April 20, 1854,
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THE LAW AND ORDER PARTY
IN OPPOSITION TO THE VIGILANTES

SACRAMENTO, JUNE 19, 1856. Doctor Wm. HR. Wood, who had been the Deputy to James W,
Denver, the Secretary of the State of California, writes to Denver regarding the state of affairs in
California: “We have had a dreadficl time of it with the Vigilance Committee in San Francisoo
since the last steamer. They have banded themselves together, taken the law into their oun
hands, and have commenced the work of hanging and banishing with a vengence. They have
Jortified themselves in San Francisco and declare their intention of doing as they please. The
Governor issued a proclamation declaring them in a state of Insurrection but could obtain no
assistance from the United States forces either of men or arms. Representations will be made to
the government by this steamer in relation to the matter. Such high handed proceedings have
never been known in this State bofore, nor in the country that [ am awareof ... The affairof Phil
Herbert is oreating some excitement here. The black Republicans — Vigilance Committes men
and such like are awefully doun om him and endeavoring to make political capitol out of it..."
In 1855 Denver and Philip T. Herbert were elected to the House of Representatives from
California. Herbert had been a *“Mariposa monte-dealer” and had killed a fellow student at college
in Alabama before coming to California. On May 8, 1856 he had entered Willard's Hotel in
Washington for breakfast. While ordering same he became angry with the waiter who refused to
serve a “hot breakfast” because it was past 11 AM. In the confusion that followed, Herbert shot
the waiter, Thomas Keating, who died within several minutes. In two trials Herbert was
acquitted -but on his return to San Francisco in Aguust of 1856, the Vigilantes handed him a
formal letter requesting him to leave the state and never “again make California your residence.”
Needless to say he took their advice and left. Herbert had been one of the Governor's *law and
order party” in opposition to the Vigilance Committee along with Dr. Wood and Denver.
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SUCCESS TO THE VIGILANTES

SAN FRANCISCO JUNE 19, 1856. "The Vigilantes are now arrayed against the pretended Law & Order

sen Party - six worthies were shipped before and we have now another batch of eight in custody for shipment
_ mmrmn-—a_fm-ummkawhnduumfmmmmwm-ﬁmmmlmumumrmm
v rﬂ'ﬂbeam{h‘.uirmw’mzmfadhmmﬁmhwphmdﬁmnﬁmundwﬁepﬂmﬁmm"mm
authorities - (f they resist the state authorities & they will go gether - The Vigilantes are stromg &
determined - Resistance will result t'nummphﬂcrwuluthn-mf:hinkwiahoutmudhmq{bhod-uvmay
have a brash in this city but the State will be easily carried by the Vigilantes - We have between five & six
thousand armed citizens enrolled in this city with as many more who stand ready tojoin {f the fight begins
- Ome thousand is the highest estimate of the opposition but you know they are desperate and we do not like
to louse good men for bad ones - We are well organized and certain of success but the greater determination
is not lose a man {f possible - We are strongly entrenched at Fort Vigilant (also knoun as Fort Gunnybags)
with about 30 pives of cannon & 2000 stand of arms - The remaining 4000 arms are stationed in different
sections of the city to guard approches and prevent surprise-ifagun be fired in resistance to the mandates
of the Executive Committee (Vigilantes) woe be to the present state authorities ... ballot box: stuffers etc ete - |
will send you the papers with latest accounts of tomeorrow - Success to the Vigilantes ... (sigmed) Medicus. "

Doctor Willlam Carman, who sometimes signs “Medicus” or “Pills”, writes to Nathaniel Miller about the
exciting days of the Vigilantes of 1856,
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YANKEE SULLIVAN IS GONE

L.E.Leaman writes from "Grass Valley Cal June 3rd 1856" to his
brother in Fallsburgh,N.Y.: "I send you by this mail some twelve
or thirteen papers containing full particulars of the great ex-
citement in this state - The People are bound to clean out the
murderers Gamblers thieves &c &c. I wréote to you last mail and
sent you papers, did you receive them - Yankee Sullivan is gone in
"his guilty concfence was too much for him. You will see the accou-
nt of his arrest by the Vigilance committee and his committing su-
icide &c &c. 1 never saw such an excitement in my life, There are
thousands all through the mountains organized and ready to go down
to San Francisco and assist the Vigilance committes. The Atlantic
mail will be up to night. There was no fighting nor any smash up
on the Isthmus (Panama) this trip. There is bound to be a regular
revolution in this state.....send ‘out of the state about a hundred
of the worst cut throats and then one can live here with some saf-
T,

R e ]

Cover postmarked "GRASS VALLEY Cal JUN 4" 1856,
Routed overland and rated 10 cents for over
three thousand miles,

Franeis Murray,al{as Yankee Sullivan,was an English prize-fighter
of Irish birth. He had been shipped,asa convict,to Australia,where
he escaped to the United States.Sullivan was arrested by the Vigi-
lance Committee for stuffing a ballot-box and rigging elections.
Found guilty he was sentenced to be "transported out of the terr-
itory of the United States.....never to return to California,under
penalty of death." On May 31,1856 Sullivan committed suicide.
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" LYNCH LAW, VIGILANTES AND MORALITY
SONORA, CALIFORNIA NOV. 25, 1851 ... “You have of course heard of the action of the Vigilance

were orgawized but in only ome instanoe has a prisower been forcibly taken from the authorities. That
prisomer was dawgling by the neck aboit 15 minstes after the people got him. His name was James Hill and I
think he was from Madison or Oneida Co. [N.Y.]. It may be that his real name was not Hill He was a
hardened villain and probably deseved his fate. Our Police is composed of the most resolute men in the
country. When they atltempt to arrest a person il is very unsafe (o attempt resistance for they will drop a man
certain with one of Colt'’s 6s - We have a Catholic church but no Protestant although in progress ... The
influence of Cal{fornia morality will be deeply felt in the States when the thousands of Californians return
and each one will be a teacher to more or less of his friends and acquaintances of the accomplishments he
has picked up in California. Many of the soms of the most respectable families al home are engaged in the
practice of the mast degrading vices and their friends might as well mourn their death ... A. A N. Tuttle",

According to HH. Bancroft, in POPULAR TRIBUNALS, a David Hill was convicted of armed robbery by
the citizens of Campo Seco on June 29, 1851, He was sentenced to death by hanging but was rescued by the
Sheriff and taken to Sonora where an armed mob seized him by force. The mob gave Hill fifteem minutes to
make his confession and say his prayers before he was swung into eternity from the limb of a tree. The folded
mﬂ%wmﬂ%“’mdﬁh%pﬂﬂﬂmm

1.

It is almost certain the David Hill was James Hill as reported by Tuttle above,
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Manging of Jeniles wa The P

VIGILANTE JUSTICE 1851
THE HANGING OF JOHN JENKINS BY
THE SECRET REGULATORS

A two page letter postmarked at SAN FRANCISCO JUN 12 it is addressed to
Placerville and bears the intra-California rate of 123 cents. The writer gives a vivid
evewitness account of the hanging of John Jenkins by the Vigilance Committee
Jenkins was hanged at two o'clock on the morning of June 11, 1851 - the day before this
letter was written. Sketch shown below is from THE ANNALS OF SAN FRANCISCO
1RG4

“On last Monday night a person named John Jenkins was discovered stealing a
small iron safe on Long Wharf Pursuit was immediately given and the fellow over-
taken. He was tried by a band of Secret Regulators, who after a trial of six hours,
found him guilty, and sentenced to death by hanging He was taken on the plaza,
a rope was swung over a beam, his hands were manacled, one or two long pulls were
given, and the poor wretch was swung into eternity. He struggled hard for a few
minutes. the blood gushed from his nose and mouth, he drew his legs up convulsively
and then stretch out, perfectly dead. The body was swinging there for several hours,
being viewed by thousands of spectators, and remained there until the officers cut him
down. and took him to the dead house. The man was an Englishman and a most noted
bad character. It is an awfull state of affairs in a populous city like this to see a person
strung up on the plaza, for the crime of larceny. But our citizens have suffered so
much by the depredations of these miscreants, and the laws are administered in such
a lax and dilitary manner, that it is actually necessary, for us to resort to violence to
secure the protection of life & property. The Governor is al present holding an inquest
on the body, for the purpose of finding out the persons who committed the deed.
The person who pulled the rope it is said is Capt. Wakeman, formerly commander of
the Steamer New World" Dated at San Francisco, A.C. June 12th 1851 by Fred A
Snyder.



THE HANGING OF JOHN JENKINS
VIGILANTE JUSTICE IN THE DAYS OF THE GOLD RUSH
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San Francisco 30th June 1851
1 send you a very graphic picture of an execution by the People on the body of a
Sidney [Australian] man - a notorious character - vho on being apprehended in the

act of stealing a safe (a small one,containing about $200[)] - was taken and
tried by a peoples jury was condemed and hung - as represented - on the morning of
the 11th inst.at 2 A.M. - The old adobe building on the end of which he was hung -
was burned on the 22d a representation of which I send you also - we are slowly
recovering from those calamities of the 4th May & 22d inst. and still entertain
hopes of putliving them - However it is considered as a case of "Quien Sabe?"{Who

knows?) Jas 0' Grady.



WEAPONS FOR THE CALIFORNIA NILITIA

(CALIFORNIA). KIBEE (W. C.). Quarter-Master &
Adjutant-General of Califormia. Autograph
Ietter Bigned, 4pp., 4to, Head Quarters Calif
ornia tia, Sacramento, November &4, 1855,
Addressed to 'I:hne congressmen from the state,
and pleading for arms to put the California
militia on a par with other areas. Kibbe ar-
gues at length that California's position
makes her "more exposed to attacks of a for-
eipgn foe" and that, because of the mixed popu
lation, "Mobs and violent demonstrations have
been of frequent occurrence during the past
year," ete, Long and important.




vy S L

-

" ALANN] ”R.\‘-ﬁ COUNTY, CAJ:




_jm‘:ﬂ%‘c{- g Aere por P MA-M/&? Lk F g

: ..izﬁfmm,ﬁ« M/‘M_g_._‘, E

”744, Fre ﬁf@é&-‘f /ﬁ:- f?'mér {i’ﬁ._n’{l?:ﬂd{—
) —-. . '; :

A-M}_cs‘—'!, _&MMM
el @emy, o MM%:_J—M%
é;«—mf”MM*‘n- G it ot el

':rr S MM 'x«-—ﬂi«pﬂ. WMM@
Pusre  Gamesarl, Kol nu ;,447%»7__541-#&5:&-‘_&_
Jﬁ-fb/%a Al i — M 4 u&n&_!w,rﬁfwﬁﬁ-
e /#,M:ﬁf:d—t T M}J‘M

P Mjﬁw_ﬁ@@ 9@1—
t'o;u_ Ly dlm.L M'?m é"—a—ﬁfﬂ—{"w_

= £ e P2 T 5 ,Jag‘;
m....-(——'_ W—?/M M)}J{,Zi?

f




THE WESTERN MAILS

Unusual use of the 12¢ stamp of the 1851 issue, diagonally cut in
halZ,to prepay the overland rate of three cents per half ounce,or
five cents if unpaid. Apparently the covers were one ~unc: and
the postnaster didnot recognize the stamps as being valid and
rated them as unpaid mail as par the "10™ cent collect charge, In
the case of the "place" shich bears the "10" in manuscript he
added the "X" beside the stamp to Indicate the reas>n for dolag
so. TU0 BAD that the piece and the cover were not {n reverss!

THE SADDEST WORDS OF TONGUE OR PEN ARE THOSE IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN!
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“From the Democratic State Journal of July 29, 1852,

“To the Democratic State Journal; Gente—My attention has
been called to an article in the Alta California of the 26th instant,
in answer 10 a card published by the memben of the Relief Train
in your paper of Saturday last. Puerile and silly as it is, it may
perhaps micrit a pasing notice. The whole tenor of the artice
shows that we were right in charging that the assult an Governor
Bigier was made by an ‘envious and malicivas heart,' and when
detected and expoted the editor of the Alta can resort only to
cpithets to defend himsclf. It is just the counc any other plack-
guard would have taken.  As to the threat held out at the conclusion
of the article, | can only speak for myself, Jeaving the other mem-
bers of the train o 3ct = they may think proper.  1f the editor of
the Alta thinks himsclf aggricved by anything | may have ssid or
done, it is for Afm 10 find me, and whea so found he may rest as-
sured that he can bave any ‘imuc upon the matter® he may desire.
Lest he shall have an excuae that he did not know where to find me,
I will state that during the summer | shall be engaged in the Relicf
Train and on the firt Monday in Jsnwsry ncst expect to be at

Villejo. J. W. Denver.

San Francisco, July 30,1852

Sir - Inanarticie published in the Sacramento Democratic State Journal
on the 24th inst.,and signed by yourself and ten others,in speaking of a
paragraph which appeared in the Alta California of the 26th of June last,
you say - “We are well satisfied that none but a personal enemy
could imagine any such thing,and that enemy must be of the smallest poss-
ible calibre who could decend so low as to pervert facts" etc.etc.

And again, you add - "We can have but one opinion of this attack upon
the Governor - that it could have emanated only from an envious and malic-
ious heart." In a subsequent communication to the same paper,

signed by yourself alone,and published on the 29th inst., in reply to an
article vhich appeared in the Alta California of the 26th inst., you
reiterate your previous assertion in the following language -

"We were right in charging that the assault on Gov.Bigler vas made by
an 'envious and malicious heart, ' and vhen detected the editor of the Alta
can resort only to epithets to defend himself. It is just the course any
other blackguard would have taken." As I am the author of both the
articles published in the Alta California which have been alluded to by
you as above quoted. I find it my duty to demand from you a withdrawal of
the offensive and unjust charges and insinuations which you have made.

I have the honor to be Very Respectfully/Your Obdt.Servt.
E,Gilbert

J.W.Denver,Esq./ This will be handed to you by my friend H.F.Teschemaker,Esqg.

EEREREAA R AR bR R Ak kb kb

Sacramento City/August 1st 1852.

Sir, In reply to yours of the 30th ult. I have only to say that not one
word of the cards you allude to can be withdrawn by me unless the articles

calling them forth are withdrawn by you.
E.Gilbert,Esqg. I remain,Sir/Yours Respectfully/J.W,Denver,

IR SRR AR R e R R R R R
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DENVER - GILBERT DUEL & THE "code of honor".

During the winter of 1851-52 thousands of westbound emigrants were caught
in the deep snows in attempting to cross the high Sierra Nevadas. Gov-
ernor John Bigler persuaded the California Legislature to appropriate
$25,000.00 with which to send relief trains and relief parties to rescue
the emigrants. At the time Denver was a state senator and had been put in
charge of organizing the relief trains. When the first train left,Governor
Bigler personally led it on horse-back through the city. The next day an
article appeared in the Alta California,by Edward Gilbert,founder and
Editor,charging the Governor with making political capital out of the relif
train. Denver answered these charges in another paper which 1ed directly to
the Denver - Gilbert Duel,as documented by the four letters in this collect-
ion.The duel took place at sunrise on August 2nd at Oak Grove, about 13
miles up river from Sacramento.Denver,being the challengec party. had the
choice of weapons,and selected the Wesson rifle at 40 paces. The first inter-
change of shots left both men uninjured.Denver walked off and l1aid down
his rifle,but Gilbert stood in his place and demanded a second shot. After
15 minutes of conversation with both parties,Denver picked up his rifle and
said *Now.I must defend myself". Tworifles cracked simultaneously and
Gilbert was probably dead before he hit the ground. In 1884 Denver was a
candidate for President at the Democrat National Convention ,but failed to
get the nomination of his party because of the duel in 1852.SEE Denver in the
Mexican and Civil Wars in this collection.

TS It s TR R 222222t A B

GILBERT DEMANDS SATISFACTION

Sacramento,August 1,1852.
Sir - As you decline, in your note of the lst inst.,just received, to with-
drav the offensive and unjust charges and insinuations alluded to in my note
of the 30th ulto.,it only remains for me to demand the Satisfaction known to
the code of honor. I am, Very Respectfully,/Your Obdt.Servt./E.Gilbert
To J.W.Denver , Esq./Sacramento.

I SRS AR RS S S SRR R R RS S bk

As it turned out,Gilbert,by this note to Denver,was signing his own death
warrant!

DENVER ACCEPTS THE CHALLENGE.

Sacramento City/August 1st 1BS52.
Sir, I have just received your last communication,and in reply,answer,
that I am ready to give you any satisfaction you may desire,and refer you
to My friend Doct Bryarly,tomake all preliminary arrangements.

Yours Respectfully/James W.Denver.
FEREERE AR A AR A A A TR AR TR

sir, I have just recd. yours of today.My friend Dr.Bryarly is authorized
to transact any business for me in connection with it.
E.Gilbert Esq. Yours/Respectfully/J.W.Denver

LSS RS s A R SR R R RS R S SR RN
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Siamps Mevembar 20, 1937

By A. R. ROWELL

CORWITH WAGNER wof
‘ S5t, Louis is the fortunate
a owner of a stampless cover

of outstanding historical interest. 1t
went overland {rom San Franclsco
to New York in the sommer of 1847,
by the third expedition koown 1o
have carricd letters from California.
It is probably the oldest California
averland Jetter existing Ioday; and
s stody of its contents, and of the
times which gave
it hirth, opens
up an interesting
" wista of the west-

ward course of
empire. It trav-
ellod on  horse-
back frem Cali-
fornian to the
Missouri  River,
down the Mis

soari |‘I}‘ river
steamer o St
Louis, cast {rom
St. Lomis by
stage coach 1o the Baltimere & Dhieo,
and thenes to ity destination by rail-
ennd. It was five months and Bre
days om itx journcy from San Fran-
cisco as {ar as St Loois Recentiy,
in the present writer's hands, it was
again, after ninely years, within sight
of the spot where it was written, and
from thence it went haek to lts awn
er. over substantially the same route.
im two davs! This time there was no
endless shuffie of horses’ hooves in
the descrt sand, no rattle of rain on
the satldlebags, nor rumble of the
stage on the old National Romd. In-
stend only the singing of ste=l ralls
and the long whistle of the locomo-
tive.

This letter was written from San
Francisce on Muarch 28, 1847, by
ane Allen Potnam and addressed to
Col. Henry Stantun, Assistant Quar-
termaster General of the United
States Army, at New York. It s
stamped “"STEAM 10, with the
“10°" weratched out and an “f" writ-
ten beneath it, doubtless for “free,”
and it is postmarked St. Louls, Au-
gust 28, Both warkings are in red.

To get the historical setbing for
this letter, we must go back a bit,
In 1840 the Mexiean War was In
full swing. In June of that yoar one
Jonathan D, Stevenson, then a mem-
ber of the New York legislature,
and a man of considerable military

STEAM 10” Cower sddrened &=
Cal. Heary Slanton

285
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ability, was authorized by his per
sonal friend, President Polk, to raise
& volunteer regiment for serviee in
Californis. This be promptly ac-
complished, and on August 1 the
regiment was mustered into serviee
at Governor's Island. Some delay
gecurred in obtaining the peccssary
transports, but finally three sailing
vessels, the Thomas H. Perkins, the
Susaw Drew and the Loo Choo,
were secared for
that purposc.
Duoe possibiy to
political camity.
suits for damages
were institoed
against Col. Ste-
venson by certain
ralcontents who
had been dis-
missed from the
regiment. Ste

venson took ref-
ngr shoard ome
of the transports
and deficd the sheriffl with a threat
ta shoot him if he set foot on deck.
The sherifi's diseretion prevailed
over his meal for doty, and om the
agth of September. 1846, the

OVERLAND MAILS

thiree transports, under convoy of the
U.5.5. Preble, salled away on & six
monthis’ vovage te California. Allen
Putnum was master of the Sweaw
Drew.

The Thomas H. Perkine areived in
San Francisco Bay en Mareh 6,
1847, the Seean Dreew on March 22,
and the Lao Choo before the cod of
the month

The name “Sat Franciseo” 28 8
designation for the little commrunity
growing up on Yerba Buena Cewe,
was at that time Jess than two manths
old. On Japnsry 30, 1547, the fol-
lowing ordinance bad been published
in Sam Brannan’s “California Staz™:

“WHEREAS, the lcal rame of Yerba
Borms, as apphed 1o the settiemond or
tows of San Franosco, i ookoowm be-
yord e dutrict; ssl ban been applied
fermn the local e of the eove on whath
she town is beili: THEREFORE 0 pre-
vt comfuwkon am! misakes i@ public
zr=l that the town nmy bavr

arage «f the mame piven o the

! g —

1T 15 HEREBY ORDAINED, tha
e mame SAN FRANCISCD) ol heres
after be mwoed in all officia] creseadeatons
sl public datmmenss or records APpUTTEIn-
n2 o e towe
“WASHN A BARTLETT, Chal

.‘JJ;HT.'J.L:.

Visw of San Franciseo [formerly Yerba Busna) in March, 1847, [Aftar & lithograph designed

and published by W. F. Swammy,] A—USS,
Draw, Thomas H. Parkins and Loo Chos.

Portsmouth, BBB—Stevenson trantporhs Susan
C—Ship Vardalls, D—Comting Schaensr.
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