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VIA KA..-.ATL.AN & VI::l<A Cl<U:'-;

Caputn Elliot Libbey report. to the owners of the tradinll Barque Tasso from
"St.Oiego March4.1845" a. follows: "MeSS WmAppleton'" Co/Cent/! arrived
in this port on the 12th inst after a very long and tedious passage of 188
days having- experienced very severe weather durinq most of the passage - the
Barque prov". herself to be staunchsnd IlItrong.and as tight as a bottle.! imm­
ediately on my arrival despatched a courier to Kr.Kellus· agreeable to your
instructions and. all now daily expecting hill, the country upon Illy arrival vaa In
a State of revolution "'hich i. now all settled, I received on the 28th inst an
order from the head department to leave here and proceed to Monterey but before
I could get ready for Sea by getting "'ater on board.an extraordinary courier
arrived countermanding the order and that I shOUld rellain in this place until
the arrival at Kr.Mellu. _ it ilpplara by a letter I Sa'" a few daya since writt­
en by Kr.Mellua he haa not received. your tavour torwarded before sal1lnll of the
Bilrque as he write. that he ha••een by papers received by the way at the Sand­
wich Island. the clearing of the Bark,but says he does not know towholll ahe is
consigned. the Barnatilble slliled on the 17th of December vitha full cargo of
32.000 hides _ there i. now in this house about 10.000 hides but the prospect
looks very bad in the leeward porta for thilll season liS there has not been any
ra i ns dur i ng the vi nter. 1 f you Should d.espatch another Shl P next filll pleilae
send for the Bilrque aOllle 1II01aaae. as the[ re 1vas only enough put on board tor
tvo years giVing thlll r"9ular allowence to eilch man at one quart pr.miln - there
is nothing- elae that I a. in ...ant ot at the present. Please acept.y liilncere
thankS and. wiahes tor your pros~rity. Your Obst/Elliot Libbey"

Barque Tilsso·
'Henry Hellua ...aa the .upercargo (at;;ent] to
the trading ahlps ':'ASSO &. ADHITTA."CE.
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Letter Io'lIS cllrried by a ship trom SlIn Diego to MaZlItlan,MexiCO,,,,here it was given
to H01'T T"LB01'''' CO. and then forwarded by them to VER" CRUZ ...here it entered the
mails on "April 14" 1845. On arrivlIl at NEW ORLE"NSHAY 6,i~ was rated "SHIP 27"
cents - 2 centll ship tee lind 25 centll pOliltage. The postage and forwarding (it any)
charges throullh Mexico were ilpparently paid In cash.See Bull letter opposite palle.
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CALlFOI.MlA MUlE. TALLOW nAIlE 1846
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rolded l.tur vrltten fr_ "!ionur.y March 7,ls:.6" by Captatn Elliott Lt Y
of tha Amertcan bnrk TASSO. It va. handed Over to Th0ft4. O.Larktn. the U.S.
Con.ul • .,ho fONardad it "pr Brig Hannah" to I'lIIZAtlan.Melllc<'. Thance overl."d
to V.ra Cruz.wher. tt "a. ,tven to a .htp bouod for MPv Orlean~,~her. tt va.
plac.d tn the Nt I... per po.t.... rk "NE'iI ORLEANS La KAY 3" In... '" and rated
"SIlt' 12".Th. rev.na of cover baar. the scarce h.nd.t..p FORWARDED BY ~S
o LAIlICIM tt:lJn'D.EY CALlFOllMIA.

Libbey .,rlte. to t"oe ownen of the ."011' back In 5o.ton:" Hr.lie:llu.
(Henry) vrtte. all the ~rtICul&r. concerntng bu.lne •• 6o. On tha
la.t p1••a~e up fran the leeward coa.t to thl. place 1 dtscoyared
the .htp Son.prlt to be very rotten and .pllt badly and 1 .hall be
~nder th. nece•• lty of ••tttng a new one and ~Jtttng tt In ln St.
rranct.co ••.• W. ar. alt .Kpecttng tha Barn.tabte. Hr. Mellu. vtll
r ..... in h.re ~ntll .he arr{v•• whlle 1 proceed to St.rr&nct.co ••.•• l
am tn hope. to be abl. to leave the coalt next winter wlth a cargo
ot )0,000 hide. It t.ut ••••• "
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U.S.P.,ZE B.IC KALEIT ADHEL·

• St.Diego,C"liforni;J January 20th 1847
'This wl11 be forwarded by the U.S.Prize brig Malek "dhel which sdls with
governlaent dispatches in a day or tvo CalifornH. nov belongs to the
L'nited States the p.rticular. you will learn by lIy letter to MeU •••... vhen
ve shall hllve collected 11000 Hide. in iIIddltion to what ve now have our cargo
will be complete _ in all probability we shall 10illd for hOlle in July next
which vll1 bring us hOlle 1n the winter of /48 ....•we leave this pille. for SI..
pedro on our way to SI..Franc1.co illS i trust for the last tl.e ••• how bitterly
dlsappolnted 1 was upon the arrival of the Barnstillble In not hillvlng. letter
frail you ..... our carpenter owns 640 acres of lillnd in Texa. and offer. II. 320
acres provided that 1 will ill I. my return rellovellY falll1y thither.theland he
saya 18 situated about 30 lI11es only froIllGalveston ..... John C.8ull·

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
'The KALEK. ADHEL vas captured by the U. S. S. Warren III. Ha:utl an on Septellber
7th,l846 and sold at San Francisco in Septelllber of 1847.ln all probabJ 1 ity
the Malek "dhel carried this letter to Mazatlan or sOllie other neutral port
where it WIIS carried overland to the Cult of Mexico and thence by ShlP to
Nev Orleans where it lIa. plac.d in the llIal1s. The partial strike of the nUlleral
10 is froll that post offlce.
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Oregon Trait - Firsc Offlclal Malt

T.... k"oll..... •.. III..., ...~'...... ,.·r '.""''''Mrk..., '""Wh·".... ...-.., I.. All' Ir UUtl. II wu .......iM to
"SQSOMA UI'VER CAlJFOIL"lA I MEXlOO ... TO TIfE CARE: 01' nfE POST I MASJ'ER AT
r~'DE:J'£NOo;CE I JACKSON COU"",, . No. TO BE: FORWAROEDTIfE FIRST' OPPORTUN'rTY­
U.".., It ..101 In t~ ,,,__ 01'1'I<1: ..nl~ I'" ",>rinll ,,( 111<47,

On Ma,.h 9, 1847, John M. Shlwly was otJIdally .,.,mmillaioMd to ~arTY the malb and
sowrnm~tdnpat~hn to On-son. and to IOttablioh Ih" nrst. U.s. Post~ ......t ofth" Ro<;k)r
M""nlal... at ""1<>Ii.. Orf:gnn,

Th"Sl'f.'CTATORof~n CitY. und", dat" "fSept. 2, 1847, ,eJJOrted In It.s.,.,lumnsthat an
ad'..nce C'Ompan.l' or 1& wllll9.... und.... If\Ikh.nc" or a Capt. Nat Bowman, was (limped within
twel"" m~ orlh" Dall.., and ''\w 1M........, t.'u!l Mr. 9Iiwly...""' .... 1Ho!tI III WlUillglOlt Cill',
II.......11 romptillM ..oirll II. ,"... qw.""Wy 'Ifptlr-> .."d 1tiU,,,.,./t>r UwI ~I",", ill Orowooo...

On Sept. 8th th"SP£CTATOR reponed that John M.Shh'ely, Deputy !'I:Istmast"r at Aatorla.
harl a"Modln Ihal rlly Ih~ ......nlnlt n(Srl'!. 7.h.

When Shlv"ly nnaJly a"h.'fJd In AlI\orla, he po8lmarked the Jette, -Mlo,la On: ,ated It
Posuge riOeu: and rorwarded It 10 Catll"omr... The "Paid lcr ...... lhe 'lI{"rrom Law,ence \'UIeto
InMpend"nce
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Thill ~t"" orICInoted at Granvm., Ohio on August 26, 1848. It" add..-d to Captain
J~h Ar.... m Monuny, CalIfornia, vl. TndeP'"ndn.,.., M......rt, wtth l.M followln.
dln<:t<vr It" poUteb' requHfed 01&1 u.:. P_ Muter atlndepe"denn: Mw-rl-,riU
fo........J t..18 b7 the nret opeftunlt7/Calllfomla. The PoetmQter at Independence rated
the Jew'.,. lOt from Granvllle to Indeprndence and. 40t forwardln. eh.... toCoiltomla,
msldn. a total tlte of GOt coiled- The Jett"" apparently lald In the Independer>Ce Po.t
otnee until the opportunity to forward It arrived on abolItJunt! 21, 1849. It wU probably
carrled o,,""land by an em.,a..t w.,o" train.

Of hiltorlcal note, the wrlttl1" otatH:"1 ~)'OlIndated Man:h 19,1848 Monter~.

SltpoM It e e by UeuunUlt C.....,n ravour to 51. Loulo: The .,..ldJnted Kit C&r1IOn,
fur trapper, lde, and Army Scout, made th ...... trip" from Call10mla car.yl... deopoteh.ea
and maU 10 Ihe eaM COQt _1846 _1847 _11l48. Lt. Brewenon, who wu with C&r1lOn on hill
Ian trIp, otal!'!! Ihot the porty left Lrno Anl:eleH May 4th. The St.. LaMy Rt:lJt!iU.1!Yft th.
date u Moy 6th when .-eportlnllthe arrIval of Canon in SaInt Lou.. On July 31, 1848.
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GOLD FEVEI 1I41!

MMonterey,Cala.Oct 2),114I M Oras.tlc latt.r written by Ws.Rlch,
Arsy raysa.ter to Canaral Tow.on, ~urinl the ••citasant o( tha
laId ru.h .nd It. a((act On tha sllltary.The (ollowinl I. tha
entlra tran.crlpt o( the let tar, -I arriva~ on the 11th In.t.
fros S.n Dl'lo,.n~ h.ve p.l~ the (our cospanle. o( the i.t Maw
York Raalsent in (ull,[Col.J.O.Stev.o.on cossan~ar],and th.y
haya all atartad (or the laid sin••. Tha thraa cospani •• cospo·
ainl the coss.nd o( Lt.Col.lurtoD ar. now hare and will suatar
out todey or tosorrow ao~ paid by Major Hill iss.~iat.iy,aa tha
raaldaota ara a'tr.s.ly .naiou. to aat rl~ of th.s,th.y h.v.
the place io their powar.Maarly all tb••en of Co.pany MrM

l~

Artill.rT.hav. da.artad.Wa hay. the Ohio,Warran,Oale,L.ain.ton
and Southa.pton{U,S.W.r ahlp.lin port,but they cannot land •
••n.a. tb'T d••• rt a' aoon •• th.y .et foot on Shor.,th. only
tblnl the Ship. could do in ca •• of an outbr.ak would b. to
fire upon the town.Th. Voluot •• r. at Santa larbara,Lo. Ana.l.a
'C b.hav.d v.ry wall,no .ur.urlnl or difficultia. o( anT kind
With th •• ,thay co.plain.d that th'T wara not .llow.d trayalinl
aliowaoc.. Th. fund. fro. Maratlan[K.alco)ha.a at la.t r.achld
h.r"th. asount i. SllO,OOO,lt arriv.d .ery opportun.ly aa WI
baYI I.pand.d n.arlT all wa had.Tha a.ount I. a Ir.at d.al .orl
than will ba raquirad •• th.r. ara .t pr•••ot but tWO co.p.ni.a
In C.li(ornia,ona of l'Draloon. the othar of 3d.Artill.ry, rha
l.tta....aducad to ••• r••kel.ton by d••• rtlon,and tha (or ....
In • fal .. way to ah.r. tb••••• fatl.J .bould .uppoaa $20,000,
would ba .u((lcient to p.y the p.....ot forc.(pr"vid.d the co.p­
.n ......e fill.d up)(o ... T..... Tr.asury Mot•••r. lead for noth·
ina now,lill. on the Unit.d St.tl' could not be nelotlat.d a
.ny t.r.s.Cold dust c.n b. purch••• d for ellht 0 .. t.n dOllars
the oune. snd it i. s.id to b. woeth SII.OD in the U.St.t.S,con-
s.qu.ntIT all .... ittanc.s .r••a~. In It. Col.~••on[Ilch ...d
I.,lat ... C.narsilsn~ .ost of the lor.) of(ic..... r •• t rort
Sutt.r.Cos.o~orl Jon •• [Tho.a. lop C.tl.by)tbink. It would b. v.ry
i.pru~.nt to brina the pUblic (und. on sbor•••c.pt in .ucb .u••
•• • ay bl r.qulr.~ for i •••di.t. u",h. ~o•• _not 11k. to l •• va •
• hip h.rl on .ccount of the dl((lculty of k••plna the ••n. Th.
wbol. of the I' M.w Tork R'II •• nt .'T b. con.ld.r.d ss psl~ o(f~

tba I •• t tWO cospani.s .r. to b. lu,ter.d and p.id tod.y. Tha
onlT .ccount, out.t.ndina,whlch r •••war. o( .r',.r. Col,Stev.n­
.on'. for Juiy II"I,Cspt.II.T.ylor. for Oct.' lIov.II"?,' Lt.£.
Willi •• , (or JulT 1148,.11 whiCh h.ve be.n tr.o,f.tt.d to theit
f ••• lt •• to ba p.id In the Unitld Stat... Th. aol~ r.v.r t ••••
•• b.~ ., ev.t .nd tha qu.ntity cell.ct.d h •• not ~1.lni,h.d but
Incr•••• '.Ptovi.ion.,elothina snd .11 the n,tes •• rl •• of Ilf •
• t •• t .o,t ••orblt.ot ptic•• ,llvln, w., .Iwsy•••p.n,iv. In
thi. countrT,but now It p•••••• 11 re •• on,bo.td four dolllr. ~.r

day,wlahin, flva to .i. dOlllra p... dot.n.M.tchant'. cl.rks Ir.
t.calvina fro. $1,100, to S),OOO, p.r llnnu••• I.ry~ whllt the
Cov.rn••nt will ~o (or civll offioer. J ~o not know,Slll.ti.ll
will hava to corr.apond with the tl •••. Th. p.y of GcVernOrl,
Jud,.a &c .ll .llow.d In the Unit.d Stat.s,will h.rdly co.p.t.
with that paid to .. la ••• n & .hop clerks h... e. W•. Rich"
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Folo.d l.ttar .boy. orilio.t.d at "oot.r.,.Callforo'a ° t.
13.11~1 ard wa. probabl, carriad b, a .hip to Malatlao or
~c.pulco.K•• 'co. ~t thla po'ot it w•• probabl, h.oOI •• b~

the Iriti.h a. tndic.t.d b, the .aou.cript RI/-.hill'nt
rata. On .rrl .. al at V.r. Cru:r..a. par posta.rll on r .... r ••.
it w•• placad in the M•• ican .alla aod for-urd.d to ':..,
~rl •• n,.wh.ra It arr .... d on RJA~ 12-11~9.It w•• th.n r.t.d
SHIP .no forw.rd.d coll.ct to 1I••hiolton.

COLD FEVEI II'I!
-KOMTEIEY.CALA.Oct.2J.II.I- Dra •• tic latt.r b, ••.• ich.Ar.' r.y ••• t.r

to C.n.r.l N.th.n Tow.on.duriol the ••cit•••ot of the lold rush .nd
it •• ff.ct on the .ilit.ry .Itu.tion in C.llforni •. Th. fOllowlnl •••
tr.ct •• r. fro. the I.tt.r, "1 .rri ...d on the 11th in.t.fro. S.n
tl'lo~.n(, h.... p.ld the four co.panias of the 1st M.w York ll'II •• nt
io full.(Col.J.D.!t .... nson cc•••nd.rl,.nd th.y h.... all .t.rt.d for
the lold .In••.... th. co••• nd of Lt.Col.lurton 'r. nOw h.r ••nd
viii .u.t.r out today ....•• the r •• ld.nt •• r ••• tr ••• ly .n.iou. to
I.t rid of th••.... M•• rl, .11 the _.n of Co.-f- 3d Artillery, h....
d.s.rt.d.W. h.... the Ohio.Warren,D.le,Lexlnlton .nd South••ptOn[U.S
lI.r Ships lin port,but th" cannot 1.nd •••n.as th.y d••• rt ••• oon
.s th.y •• t foot on .hor',th. only thinl the Ship. could do 'n c.s.
of 'n outbra.k would be to fir. upon the tovn ..... Tre •• ury Note •• r.
lOad for nothlnl now .•• Cold du.t c.n b. purch•• ed for .1lht or t.n
dott.r. the ounc•• nd It i ••• 1d 10 be worth $11.00 in the U.St.t ••

. Col."a.on .nd .o.t of the Ar., offic.r••r •• t fort Sutt.r .
THE COLD FEVEa aACES AS lAD AS EVER .nd the quantity collected h••
not di.lni.h.d but incr•••••..... " A Ir •• t lett.r~
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[211] [CA1TI.E URANDS.] Pell, Ie. Wan!. Oril:"",1 au'OE:rapll
....."UfCl"ipt OIl:rIfd. Ill..,,,.,,,,!: Pel!". i"lf'C"Ilon 01 ....rious hid« oatI
~l""'" lor Mr. Wilh"m H, D:ml, ...ilh 1he number of hi<\&!s lisud
and 1he b~nd ......... 011 ,htm dn...n in. 1 p., 8'1'0. V....b:< B\IC1"Q.21
Sq>t ber 1&16.

I wu _ of .. w_ .......,. <I _11, _
u, _ 01_."" _.0. _ ...ea.__ Son, y..." c~ 0. 01 .. ..-
........... "" '. _'-,.... _ .. _ 01 nr_....-. 01 A_
_ no .. Caliloncil.

Edvard Eberatadt catalog *lS9.lot 29.

,
..

,

~~"'>\
G<lJ'lWi/#f f/~

YERBA BUIlNA,on San Francisco Bay,vas the nucleus of what vas to becollle
the City of San Francisco.It vas first settled by Captain Wm.A.Rlchardson
in 1622.HI vas the "solitary settler" vhich was described by Richard H.Dana,
Jr., In hi, book wTwo Years Before the Mast"
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U.S.CONSULATE
TALEAlIUANO. CHILE.

Cover on lett dated
Feb.15.1048 II .. '
routed "via Pan",..",
lIa3 carrle~ by the
captain at • ship
to Callao. Peru. IIhere
It. lias C:elivered to
"c.. reot J.H. Johnson
to be for\;arded t<
Sell Bedford.Mass. It
entered the "alls a.
per post.ar", _ NEW
YOIiK SHIP JUN 25/1 Cel
anC: thence by the
regular aaUs to it.a
destination. It h..d
been "'ept OUt of the
BritiSh .ails to .ave
posta,ge. ta"'lnq over
four ..onths ro reach
Nev Yor"'.

1 11 ........ IID1: O .~

l"U.J~"SO', 'EL30'"
~.\1'l ... )l ,..

The vrlter.Willl"lIl :r<.iabY.IIa$ the U.S.consul at T.. le.. hu.. no until
18S:.:n both letters he Sen~$ t~e E~ltor of the ·h"h.. leaen's
ShlPPlng List". infor.atlon on the arriv.. 1 of Aaerlcan !(h.. lers.
giving n"l:les of ships and lIasters out of New England ports and
theIr c .. rgos. He 18 no longer the Consul."being relieved fro""
the burden of ofUcial business.throug:h the kin~ness of the
Pre.\>1dent ..... nd th.. t he has eStablished tbe fir. of Keen. Crosby &.
Co •• Sh 1P Chandlers'" Co_i .slon !'lerchanta. Also. "About five days
ago the people rose in revolt a.; .. 1n't the government and overturned
it coupletely".The letter belov v.. , torvarded by ZACHRISSON.HELSOH
&. CO. via Pan.. lla The above o:;;uotes .. re troll this letter d .. ted Sept .19 .1851.

T.

, ,

I

•
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~SilQtil Fe H.H. April 4th 1849 ~

-Dear 8rother Ne"ton The nloht of the 30th ult brot us a mall from the
states,the fir'lt "V have had for mOre than four months _ & with It youe letter
of 28th Dec last & from that, baCk as far as the carll' part of September so..e
four or fi VI:! in all. Also the one fro.. father, forvarded by you. i t is cOme of
heartful congratulations once 1I0re to hv.. r frolll you all & unfigned gratitude
to heaven that you vere all the alive& enjoying usual heilith. The reception
of your last letter just as this particUlar tille, see•• opportune .. well fit_
ted tOay purpos.s & teelinos,tor I vas alao.t on the point of starting for
Calitorni. vhen itca.v,having concluded soavtiae since togo there _ 1 have
neilrly coapleted ay arrangeaents & expect to stilrt in a day or tvo in coap"ny
with about forty others. tie take tvoor three vagons vith provisions for 60
days about vhich tiae ve expect it viII take us to perfon. the trip; for It i.
froll here by the prlcttable wagon route not less than 1200 .. iles", ve are
only halt-vlly troll St Loui. vi .. Santa Fe, but I think we can get there' before
they all do,altho some must beat us! I presume the excietlllent here concerning
the Gr.. nd EI Dorado [discovery ot gOld] ,11I .. t best as 'ilrellt liS any"here in
the states,everybody ls going that can get oft & aany IIho cannot runllvay,solle
stllrt on foot & riSk geting .. aule on the val' by trading vlth the Indians. It is
so all the val' dOlln to Chi"a"a [Chihullhual S. Croa every point in Mexico of
"hich I hear: Santa Fe vlll soon be nearly deserted orits Aa. popUlation con­
sequently business aust continue very dUll until arrivals froll the states
begin to co.e in. _ Our pilrty expect to follo"oenerally the road laid dovn 01
the HllpS by Col n. Cook, froll th 1 'I place we go dovn the Ch Illalla road IIi th i 1'1
about 60 .. iles of EIPasso,thence strike across to the GilaE elver 1 a little
below the ~Copper S. GOld Hine" - dovn the south side of this River to Its mouth,
then either cross the Colorado (river] or make a raft S. go to itsmouth& there
takeshlping' - The object elf all is to make as straight a coat_tall for the
Gold Mlnes"l1 possible to get there all quick as possible & to get as lIluch 4S
possible when ve doget there. I all extremely anxlouli toget hOlle 6. intend to
t4ke"ater (ship] for that place this fall, but aa I return by lIay of Callfor
nia 1 .hall prob.lbly atop there afevveek. vhile I Clln collect afev hundred
pound. of Gold wh[ ich] ,vhen I arrive at N.Drelans can charge Off for coin
& hllve SO••thing to bring ho_ "lth ..e. J cannot tell vhere you aay next
vritelle wlthcerlalnty,but thlnk It quite probable letters 4ddressed to the
To"n ot San Franclsco,or Gold Hlnes,lIould reach lie via !>.Orlean. - The
Indians have brOkeloolle" var ag.. ln ragea round about uS,a Battalion of vol­
unteer trOOps has been c<ol1vd out the last cOllp<ony of vhlch take I the field
tomorrO",1t would do you good to see IIlth what avidity these Mexicans flock
to the standard,S. hOllavkvard they appear IIlth our arms & uniform - all the
com's but one are cOlllposed of Hexicans'. I could have had a commission had I
vi shed but my ardour is sOllewhat abated in thal line. It Is nov after one
o.c. night[ I AM] S. I have been 1I0rking hard PaCking up Ill' things for a start SO
I beg you IIi 11 excuse .. ll deflciencies_ I shllll write you as of len as I have
opportun1ty - You .1ght address.e general letters as before indicated.
lib[ ich] it they did not cOile wouid not alltter aaterhlly. I expect to be 11'1 the
before lIentioned place" frollwhaot J can l ... rn the golng" cO_Ing viII be prln­
clply fro. that quarter ..... I IIUSt no" retire to rest, for the chicks are
crowing for day. E.B.B.teaan~

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
* It took 135 days from Santa Fe to California. See Bateman's.letters after he
had reached his destination in California, in this collection - August 26th 4nd
October 4,1849.
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SQil1nn "!C. J6.!::b 11!l(9.

HOIlO_bl... V....,..bl. F.U.r

Dear .sJ.r. the U_ 1.... doub"... aw-r. lOll&"

to )'01.1. alao. )"Oil hay. _cal_d an,. oo_unioaUon tr"O. _ direct.. but lt

ham b~ tor the vant at an opportunit,. _ '!'rue :I ha'ftl vritt-. at'_ UII.••

to __ton at the cr-t uno.rtainty ot' hi••_r reoe1Yincl but in ca.. b.

do••••1th 9pecJ.a.1 ..-q~.t. Wi. rill adYi_ )'011 at' the ... ' ••diatel,..

:I arrl,," hera on the J0J:!l u.t. an.r a _..,. tadloua jounr..y ot 135

da,.. t'r"O. santa P•• OLll" r"Ou.t _. deVIl. the Uo GNnd. ISO .n•• to Soeor"O.

thana. aoro_ the .:tUDtain. to the head_vat.r. ot the 1.10 Qu... th-.o.

down that U".r to a point alJl: .n•• bmJ.ov It. mou.th vb.r. _ cr"Omaact the

1.10 Colorado ot the W••tl tll..c. acro.. the G.-t De_rt .. t.hroucb the

_lIfttala. apin to the ......blo La. Anaalo•• or "City ot the AAaml•• • th..._

on .. n_r the .... _.t northward aboLtt :ISO .n••• th.,l•• Ia.t.ard.

acro_ the Mol.mta..i.a. acau to the b..d ot the TuJ.aU•• Lak. 1D the fLIla..,.

Vall.,.. thana. acr"OSII .. up the Rio d.l ...,.. 01' Una. ll1y.r to the pout

vbera lt _ ....t •• tr"Om the a.._ ot the Si.ra W.yada. th-.o. a oorth-

••mt;erl,. QOLII"" up the '1'.11.1' ...0r"O•• the Maroay, ~.lud.., *rr1_po....

St&a.illh_Low .. a branch at the S&Il ja.qw.n UYU'. to !ltocktoo, _ th-.o. to

t.b.1. plac. 75 .n••, vb1ch 1. a _U .t,.... ....tytq lnto the ~am1.

twUy. mil•• d.1.ta.at. Prom the poat wh._ :I la.t .truck uto the mount.-

aUl. )'Oil vl11 paromiY. a .....t diCN'aalon t'ro. the orell ..,. r"Out. thJ..

va. _lac to OLll" haY1aC t'al1.. ln nth a DaUoo-t at' D pon. dl.-te.b.md

to the head ot ~. Uyer to chaatl.. eo•• lAdi_••ho bad reo-Uy

1r.111ed a party ot A.arlc&a... v. thoucbt It • pod opportllllit)' to t ... t<

whe_ other. bad t'al1ed " bay. the t'irmt; cb&ac. at the Gold vhJ.ch 1 ld

to eldet th._ la areat quanUty. but p ..U)' to our diaappolataao.t OIl

.rriYiq 1a abou.t two day. traTal ot' the dealpated point. _ l_rn.d the

:Iactl.aa. bad ned t'.r into the SDo.,. mollllt.a1a. _ Our laUo.... t'.U1q ehort

...al_l. brole. down. the co_d.1.a&' Ottioer d.~md to pJ'O(lmacl aata.t

a. poma1b1. to tb. aeipborbood ot' stockton I whera h••a. ordered to
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GOill 1849· ONI:: HUfI,'ORt;O &. TllIRTY FIVE DAYS fROM SA/'.'A FE

Letter written by 1::.8. Bateman from SuUivan,
California on Aug. 26th 1849. It ill pOlumarked
al San FTaneiaco Oet. I and rated 40 centa vi.
PanamL He deM:ribell hill overland journey
from Santa Fe to California:

--
4"
:.; () ''J:-.t.. 1 "')

<I> ". \..• •

"I arriv«l on the 20lh InM. alter. very
tedlou~ journey of '35 d~ from Santa Fe.
Our rout Wall down tl>e Rio Grande lro mlll!ll
to Socoro. tl>ence.cl"O$1!l the mountaina to the
head-walen oftM Rio Glla, tMn"" down that
rIVeT to a point six miles below Ita mouth wile..,
we crossed the Rio ColoradoortlleWest;thence
.CrO$l5 the G.....t Oesert " through the moun·
t.IM again to the Puablo Los Angaloa, or 'City
of Angels', thence on Ii near the cout nortll·
ward about 260 miles, thence eastward.croatl
the ,""untains "llain 10 the head orthe ThIaU""
L.ake In the Thlary Valley, thence ac"",," Ii up
the Rio del Rey, or Klngo River to the point
whe.... it emenat"" rrom tile b.... or tile Siere
Nl·vada. thence a northwesterly cou.,.e up
Ihe V1tlley &: &c"""" the Mereey, Thwalamle,
Merri-poIIll5, Sla",sh·Low " • branch of tile
San Jouquin Rivei'll to Stockton; thence to

hill place 76 mlll':'l: which;" a small str"am "mr>tylnl! intn the Tuwalam~ twelve miles d"tanL

'From the point where I last struck Into the mountain. you wtll perceive a ~.t digression from theordlnaryrouL
Thill w,... nwinl! tn ,It, r h'''''''1: f"II" .. In wI! h " ,1,'1 "d..n"n! "r nr"l:'.'''~d"I>"tch,~1tn the hcad of Klngll Riwr til (Ilut_
.",ne [n,Han. wh" had n~,·nlly kilk~1 ".,,,ny "r """'r.',,,,. II< w"II.'''ll:hl 11 a !t.... l "1',">rlUnity to penetrate wh.......
othen had fslk'd " hs"" lh" lil'!lt chan~ at tht:" Gokl which ill .aid \n eXlllt there In F:reat '1uantit)', but g....atl;y to our
d"al>pointment nn arrl'1nll: in about \1<'0 da)'! tra",,1 or the d""ijtnated point \..." learned the InalaJlll had lied far Into
the ~nowy mountains. O"r ratio"," fallinll.hon &. anlm"'" broke down,th.. oommandlngorncer determined to proceed
u fut u poIISlble to the nelhbor-
hood lIr Ikoclnon , , • tlM Gold
~n u far u dlAeowred, you
....0 perce;"" hu two great natural
divisions by the water·cO..lr~1

tlley contain, the one with the
Sac....r;~nto " the oth.... the San
Jouquln "- thel, tributaries. I am
In the last mentioned re!60n _ I
Intend to practice medicine "­
what le..u.... [ may II.,,, ~pe",j In
picking up 1008\' Gold scllttered
about the lurr...e ha,"" just
......d ....pt>rt or the death of Ex
Pruldent Polk, Coin. aenton,
GenL Worth . also d""lruetiYe
(numboat) nre In SI Lou.. &. the
owrno... of N. Orlean.o: He .u.o
eommanta on the eM! of IMnl
In Ih" C.Ufornla of the GOLD
RUSH· 1849.



Sull!?an .:>opt, 30th 1849.

I arri_d at thla plaoe on the ZO!:!:!. Ult l3S 0..,.. tro•

• t thi. l~ate point thare i. not a c __ t nu.ber .t pre.eat, bllt in the

nipborhood ( MY ) within tkral• .u•• there are probably 'l'hrea thouand fr

,..t thi. reCion t~ all aocou.nta i ...re ~rMl,. populatad than ..at

the next two ""1'., or 1 ••• U_, & whioh the i_.. edp'aUoD will t ....d

to ba.ten. I ..iab I could ba there or roll h.re, thel'l.

!ba cU-t. i ••ulllbrioua &0 tha peopla in thi. reelOD conanll,. health,.,

( altho, I hear ot oonld.denbla ld.ekna.. in othar part.,) bllt the h..t fr

e:l:ce~.,.. drollth are pppreaai_ dur1nc' the hour. ot aunahine • roll will

recollect thet we ha_ no Nin, nor an,. clawle, dur1nc the antire wa...

• N_ ( _,. ) tro. april to januaroy or th.re-abollta, I ba ...e ~ none ot

It i. abollt SO da,.. eail tro. san '~lIci_ to Olina fr abollt • .a twal ...a to

there ara paopla hare, _alUnC ~t appear to ba Con....ll,. oollaidered -ttl.
011. th!IIC naadtul.-

co..... troy tro••ipt to tweat,. -.ila. wida, rU;O.DJ.nc pal"rellal with the .. llD._

taia. fr the Tu.l.re Valla,., bannc tar it. w••tarn bollD~1")' the ..rlin at

the lattar 6' ita &a.tarn, tha .llPOrior hill. ( not tha prinoipla -ou.ntai.na)

ot tha tor.er. To the.. lidta tha ezparinoe {t opinion. ot nearl,. all
there ..._

te.tit,.. altho, ~~ are t_~ who think there -uat b. a cr-ad tou.ntain

head, to ... _\lCh TreA.1U'& hiebar up in the -ollntain•• In qlle.t ot which

_ ....ral Jbcplorinc 'arti•• haTe alreAd,. b_ Ollt, and other. are coincl I

bano in ool1t.-pJ.ation _tine Ollt abortl,. with a pany tor a relion 1,.1nc



Indian _ Mall - on. who twI. to...rly~ .-ployed by GoYe__t a••lliCh

ror ClUd•• R. dec.1a,... ha 1aI_. ""_ the ( IUe 51.,... li •• )

the -.In_ at UU. point .,.. .... ..,. rich. bllt tJl. Gold 11•• rl"'08 I!I to %0 r ..t

r~ all acoount. the eJtO&T&Uoa La all the oth.,. Oiatriot•• i. llc'It.er
•

thaD thia, I twI... be.a ~l~d1.. ~ t~ _ bat bet.- -.lnJ.q "

~di_ia. but tlAd the laborina part b_Yier th&a. I _ able to ~r •
ciA•• I ~ ...a

WltOrt._Uy tha .toaIr. ot .-dJ, i. __pooe a. to attord. t_

taoJ.11U•• in tha u..a. ot -1' pror--.t.oa.. "1' b_lth .....~ .....,. poor the

•laat. to- day. ~U QD.1._ it _hrially Ulpro...... 1Ibal1 _t att&lllpt th.

_liait.-de - that i • ..,. d_r r.th.r. who. I I~Uy t_r I ~ll _ 110

__ on &arth - God 1J1'At. th... r ..r. _1' not b • .--liNd - My dnd at

.... Oil thi••ubject. I would be ooaparati...e1.y happy. but it n .....r ~ b.

I think by thi. t~ TOu ba... o_Met .~tinc ..,. _tlU"D tha p__t y_r

• ~ oan }'Ou ,........bly axpect it ...._ TOU DOUO. th. OtIte•• -"7 &Dxiaty

to _t_ i • ..,...ter th_ TO_ 0&-" poaaib17 t..acta•• but .t p__ t I oaa­

_to tor acoord1.llc to tha ....t .n..t.-te. I .......~ able to ~e. it

vould _at. t~ b_ to ~t Lolli. ( -t'ort.ably ) 500$ vtLicb i •• UtU.

__ than I eaD .t p__ t _~. alUlo. I boaYe _d. _ • ha... cot it

_. yet it i. Qot -.' aut j-t. •• __ •• I oaa acc..-.l.ate _. to

it TOu a__rriad yetJ bow I would be d.U....t.d. to _ tbe Pair .1"'0....
ti .... , taU. _ 1a TOIU' o-.xt .11 you lImov about it.

I to!"lOt i. ray laat _-.Jl... 1.D ..,. heate. to _ke aclmovladc-.,(t. 01'

your la.t ...-teT*i at !Je.a.ta Pa. which P'" _ craat ..tiaraetion. ToUl'

r.epoo.. to the ...-,g Gantl_n abo"•• va. dna exaotly • the tranaition

vith the Doctor waa aqually pl..ainc. "a~ that littla articl. _ a



pre..u f'ro_ your brother...cred to hia ..-:>ry & neftlr part with it on

any account. the _Aurea taken for IIIII the reco_..,. of' tha acatteJ'oad

ralicka of' '"..ha of othar daya I hopa are thJ.a h.B._ b_ entiarly

aucc_aful 'l"ho.. oneo concentrated in pl"Oper handa. I hope in fut1U"e to

_ke no such other aaetteration. for all of the.. kind officara you will

pl.... accept a bl"Others uncere thank&:.

lnclo-.1 are "Pci_en. of Califol"'l\ia Gold. that taken in this rec10n ia

c_arall .uch larpr. but ! ~d the _11 baocau.e '14.~ 1••• liable to

datedtion _ the a_rap run _1' be fairly ..t down at fro. 6* cta to SOS

in ..1 ... _ the piac., ob_r.... it i. perf_tiy pure ft of tha f:Lne.t quality.

no ore. DO int.o~xtion of any kind, tha pur orillinal Vil"f(OD Gold ft thi.

1. charaoteri.tic of all t.aken in thi. oountry.

'o,......r )"Our ort Bro.

Addres. _ Stockton Upper c&liforni.a.
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Thillette!', routed '"\1.. P........", .... plac'N in th~ maill ...d poMmarked III
''SUlc1rto1l T.C.M (Territory orC.."JorniJ,) on '''Qa. 4t11" (18019). From tMr't It
.~nt to San hand.co whel'e it w.. c....celed, TIlled40~~ ...d forwarded to
M_rl Y\.I PUlama.

Bateman wnla to his broth~r, from SIlUro", OIl SeplCm.... 3OIh, aile!' hit
135 da,yt journey from Santa Fe. He (Ji\'ft an AC'rount orhitjourMY, but much
!eM det.aUed than the delIcrlptlon he ga~ hit ratMr (Re IettCt' in Ihil nhiblt).
The rollowlnl Ia from the letter "1M'" are tomewho think the... must be agrand
fountain M..t 10 kl much T.....ure higher up ~n the mountains. In quest or
which aeveral Exploring Parties have aloo been out, and others are going. I have
In contemplation _Inll oullhortly with a party for .. rpgion lying South l'ut
or Klnll" R,~r. We lake with Ull an experil'ncPd Mountalneu A Indian 1'01....
One who hu rOmterly ~n em~ by Go''''rnment u such ror Guide lie
dedllJ'8 he kno.... where the (Big Slull'llll!). The mines at this point are ~ry

rich but the Gold lies from 8to 20 fHl. b,meath thesurlace. I shall in adayor
two Rnd to St.ockt.on ror letters .. Inclosed .... specimens of California Gold.
That taken In this reglon Is ~nerally much larger, but I send the 5mall because
(II) h.. (1t'N) Ublc to detection •
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STMJ(BR S£NATOiI SACRMEJITO RIVER

1849

The SENATOR valone or the belt. );novn steallboats to operate all. the Sll-en.ento
River during the gold cUlh period. It "',,"$ "sidewheeler or 740 tonl,vith IIIX­
it lacy aa i 1. bu i 1 t U. Se... York in 1848. On ";Iceh 10. 18<19 she left. tor San Fran­
cisco via Cape Horn,arriving in thilt port on October 27th. She was i_edhtely
put into service on the San Franell1co,.5acrallentoClty river run.The folded
letter 111 datelined -s.cra.cnto i1iver S\:.ea.er senator Dec 27 1849 25 .11ea (rOIl
san Prancillco 2 a.c.p.M.- • tvo .anths ",fter the Senator had arrived troll New
York. The fOllowing is taken rroll the letter written ollboard the SENATOR by
Her i t We 1 ton. He we i tel regard i ng .& 11 (roEi hOlle and Bend ing Gold, • The HI U.
c ••liltence vall SIxty tvO& a half ounce. wort.hSLOOO here & 1 alii in hopes 1200 or
1300 t.here - 1 paid $ 70 freight. & Ins[urance]. 1 shall writ.e every opport.unlty
t. send ..oney when I can aend safe .... l have t.rave11ed tro.. Sutters Mill t.o Sac­
rament.o City vhich st.ands on t.he Sac. River 100lliles above S.Franchco ... The
roads are al..ost. illpassable .... 1t. rains allllost. every day & 20lliles feut.her
Nort.h it snowes as t.he Mt.s are all whit.e 6. and do not. look over 10 .i1es frail t.he
Mill ..•.... San Francisco Dec 28t.h le49 2 O.C.P.M.-l went t.o t.he [Post] Office aa
500n as arose this 1lI0rning 6. being there an hour before it opened I was t.he 4th
man 6. Obtained 6 1et.t.ers .... l cannot get. let.t.ers wit.hout. Ceruesy [Currency 1hera
t. t.hen spending half a day at the P.O ..... The people up in the revines would
9ladlly pay I Oit of COld a let.ter if t.hey could have thellon the arrival of the
mail here or in ona week atterwards but. t.hey cannot & it is a111uck & chance
about. getting any let.tere here.even by applying at t.he P.O. & valt.ing your t.urn.
The llIud here is very bad - you cannot possibly go out without being in the mud
(Which is excellent. clay Horter) about 4 or 5 inches - by picking round 6. going
bet tween Houles & baCk side & in the middle of the street it is up to a Horses belly.
There has been a Hre here which has burned up one Block at same Million. of Dolls
but the speed with which they are putt.ing it [baCk} again [is I1ke] N.York for
dexterity ..... Merit Welton"

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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~ lattar tran• .,rt~d
~Iow wa. wrlttan fro.
the Piette ltvar F.rry.
aho ............ the Itonoon
Ferry, on the North Fork
of the Platte,nee.. pr•• ­
ent day Ca.per, W~lna.

A~cordtna to the vrtt.I'
tht. letter va• .,arrtad
e,.t by the Captetn of
the Ferry In the fall of
18~2 end placed In the
_tl. et St.Jo..ptllfov.l.
It va. cerrled f1E£ to
the po.t ofUce end ""&f­
sed "Ill" cent. to tta
de.tl.-tton. Me -onth
date. but 11)2 wrttten
on addret••~et.

In 1"~2 S-I H. Cn~ ""Ha. fro. the "Platte Uvar r.rry 12~ .11.. fro. Fot't
W-, ..te; '-o.er Uncle I heve Juet been Infor.ed by the Cepteln of the Ferry that
he would cerry I,tt,r. back to the Stete' or neere.t po.t offtce frea of cher..
e••oon ,. the !AiRratl ..n va. pe.t ~ here 1 have ",ated .ytelf upon the around
vtth .y paper .preed out upon .y peck to eketch a fev It".,. ~ let Y"'" know vhen
I.. " how wa .re I'tttna alona ~ ••••...•. 1 cannot enter tntn perttcul.r. a••y
tt... t. l~ _Inute. to wrtte .all the BoY' are veil ~ In lood .plrlt. - D.L.
Norton ••y. for .. vrtt. vhat he t. doing - he t. eattnR le.te. wtth ••peon by
the aide of .. _ the r••t er. a,tttn~ dtnner _ we laid our va~on at Fort Lar..I.
for" Dollara (.I11$l "._ kcon at 10 ctt _ Flour 13 ct. PI' lb. we left the
Fort the Sth ~ Und pecklna e .peedeer vey of traveltns _ wa ..ke fr ... 2~ to 3S
elle. per day _ our provl.tont con.l.t In Bacon" hard Breed - Drted poache. Tea
"CoUee - ,uS&f ~ ._ Flour _ Our load per _Ie II about 12~ lb. _ In all OUr
.tock .... to .tand It hatter _ I have nothtng but a &uffalo lo~ for .y bed aa
ve cant carry a tent vlthout overloedlns our Hor.e. _ It doe not ao very hard
It t. nothing to ae. fra. 10 to 20 waRon, a day thet I. thrown avay " (owner.l
h~ve aone to packing - our .ode of trevellng t. a. follow.: ve .tert ietl .un
hal! an hour hlah•• top at 12 (noon),.tart again at 2 " .top 'Rain at .un an
hour hlah ( hour ~fore .undown) but vary (the ttme) a. Cra•• t. good or bad. W.
ale to traval 10 hour. a day. the Cral' h Ct""rl~' good ~ It .e'.. to ha .,ch
ttrongar th.n our tame ara.a. Iqual ! thtnk to the &e.t Timothyihay). - I have
..en but 2 or 3 .tck on the roed. tt i. healthy MOre '0 then the .~ No.proba­
bly would be In the Stete•• here they are fr~ all the .tetee - ell grade. "
..xu banding thetr etep' like u' for the EI Dorado of the ",est· .•••.••• the
Rocky Ht. are In .Isht partly covered with .nov " .t.o dotted over with Cedar
pre.entlng e beeutlful vte'" for thos.. who .dmtre natur.l curlo.ltle •••••••••• W.
expect to 8.. t to C.llfornle In JUly perhapa by the mlddl ..
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SACRAMENTO CAL 20 Jl,JHB 12\ (1849). Post Ott fce establ1ahed on
Sovelllber 9,1849.Lociited on the Sacralllento River fn SilccillllentO
County. Lettec diltelfned "Rio de los !'l.okelo."a Calfvacils Co KilY
27/50" ...... probolbly cilrrled by iln -Express",as per the "1.50"
llIallUacrlpt chilc;e, to SilCCIIDento vhere it vas placed 1n the
Poat OtUce ilnd tor"'ilrded to Stockton. The "12'1- 1n the pQst
.ark VIIS the rate tor one place to another in Calltor:lla.
-.G.SIll1t~,a torty-niner ottera sOllie oJdVli>e to h1$ trl.nd b<llck
hallie: "It yol,l C4n Uke $10 or$12 per d4yat yOl,lr trade I t k
Yol,I ",ol,lld do :letter thill! you ",ol,lld in the IIItnes- in ot •
...orda stay hOJlle'

SACRAMENTO CITY ON THE RIVER



OREGON TRAIL 1848

·St _Joseph Mi ssoure
-St. Joseph MissourLAprll 16th 1848-

Dear Brother We lert Cincinnati late on Sunday evenlng_nd ardved at St.Loula
on thursd.y ..orning.FrOIll lnrou•• tion I got on the bo.t rrolll passenllera that the
dver vas too lov .nd vould he untll the spring dse .... ve deterlllined to land in
TOlin - bUy teams i1nd go by l.nd .•ccordinllly our goodsllere .11 put on shore and 1
lIent up into Town to !lnd lodging and get a te.m to help take us out of TOlin to aome
far. house vherewe could fit out for the journey,but 1 could find no plilce vhere
ve Coul<! get lodginll fOt one night ahott of e1ght doll.ta,.nd 25 cts • dril1' Ib.d
tOt hauling to. warehouse and atoralle .s lIIuch tor one night as tOt a .IIOnth so
th.t we could not get 10 .l1es out ot tOlln.uch ahott ot $50.00.- III the r •• ily
vere guatdin'il the goods on the vh"rr so we loat nothing but one axe," the s •• 11
bt.sa kettle. There vere .bout 50 [at.ea.IIboata) boats Iyin'il.t the vh.tt. good ... ny
of which Vete 'iloinll up the Missoud (tlvet J _ ve detet.lned to go .bo.td ot one ot
the... nd get out of St. Louis .a aoon .s posa i ble ••ccotd Ingl y ve got .bo.rd the COt,l
bound tor Weston 30 .l1es .bove Independence & 30 belOv St.JOseph.thursday evening
took deck paslage having to p.y $30.00 to Boonlville vhlch is about halt vay to
Weston .nd.t the s"lIIe rate it the v.ter V.I deep enough to go highet up _ ve lett St.
Louis the next evening and vent •• t.r as the mouth ot the Missouri and lay by til
lEIorning.s they never run th"t river.t nillht.Th.t night the General Washington and
3 other bo"ts vere burnt.t the vh.rt at St.Louia "s ve heard the next dsy .The river
.... lov the gre"ter part ot the ch.nnel va. bare sand tJ.rs ,and a gre.t part ot the
river had the appe"r.nce of an overfloved botto.. vhere the ti_ber h.d been cut dovn
and the bru.h 'il0ne and the larger Uabs stiCking out - tro. 10 teet above vater to
deep under vater so.a to aeet boats at any atage [depth) ot ..ater SEE NOTE BELOW.·
on aaturd.y the 11 th Nevton took the vintet tever, he took. chill folloved by a hot
fever.i1 pain In hia side and gre.t tightnesa and oppression in hia brest. ve gave a
vo.it and 'lith co.positlon &. snakerOot tea lucceed<ld In .bout 12 hour. in qetting
hi .. in. s ..eat, but as the nights lIere cold .nd chilly and having to get up in the
night he gOt cold and rel.psed vorse than ever - on saturd.y night the boat ~un on a
sand b"r IIhete the vater vas only:3 feet deep and floundered all night - ti~st vith
one vheel and then vi th the other .0 as to votk a passage through the sand "nd about
sun ri se ahe got over - she then sa i led on deep v. ter til 10 0' clock vhen she run her
right hand vheel on a log or 50_thing under ... ter .. ith a trelElendous crash throving
her lett Iland gu"rda dovn to the vaters edge.and then the great .etal .haft vich con­
eets the tvo ..heels brOke .nd the boat ri'Jllted her hull not being injured. the boat
Mlng pertectly un.anageable drifted dovn tU near the bank vhere they Cabled her at
a ..ide cotton wood [tree) botto.12 ailes fro. the ... ln ro.d and nosettle_nt except
some vood cutters sh.nteel vithln:3 .lilies - the engineer Itarted back to St_Loul. a
distance ot 70 l:Iiles by land to get a nev sh.tt cast .nd hauled out vhich ..ould taXe 10
days - At the time the boat struck ve vere giving Ne..ton a vOlllit and the hands being
out ot elllploy crovded the deck so t.h.t ve could do nothing. I vent on Ihore,g"ve allan
a dOllar to ride 1I1th lIIe to find oxen to buy he being acquainted vith the settlement.
Oxen being verry scarce ve found none untll as 1111 returned back in the evening sbout
:3 .iles frOIEl the boat 1 bought 2 yoke of a .an by the nallle ot John Me Kinney ror $80.00
- he agreed to send the oxen do..n to the bo.t in the 1II0rninll by hi. Negro .an and
t.ke us out to his house, turnish a good varm roo. until Nevton got better. I returned
to the boat requested the ... te to put the vaggons on .hore.o that ve could put thea
together that evening and load up next .arninll,but he ordered the h.nds to put every­
thing We had on ahore tirst,thew"'ilgons Ming the list thing put ashore save the
elothlil Nevton lay on. but sever.l ot the p.ssengers helped u. and ve got every thing
lo"ded uphetore dark _ the bo.t. crev being" desper.te set or tel 1011. rro. St.Louis
..ostly roreinerll and the .ate no better lIere out of ellploy _ The watch.an a trusty
lEIan hired at $30.00 pr.month to valk the deck every night rrolll d.rk to day told me to
guard my goods as I kne.. not ..ho I ..as amonq _ So I put. the dogs ashore and they lay
under the vaggons which stood close side by aide and MUton and a younq man by the
n••e or B.ker rrolll Bo.ton or ..ho. t vl11 speak again l.y In one vaggon vith the pist­
ola loaded in their h.nd. _ It ..as ela"r .oon liqht and va h.ving to be up all nlght
vi th Nevton.
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I went out to the waggons every half hour generally seein~ sOllie tellows strolling
about on shore - on vednesday 15th we got out to Mc Klnney. in a ~ood warlll roolll and
co_enced with Newton anew who had gOt so weak that he had to be carded out of
the boat tothe wa~gon by 4 llIen in blankets - broke the fever again in 24 hours and
kept hilll In a sweat til Sunday 1II0rning ...de syrup which loosened his cough and in
tWO weeks he was able to ride horaebflck in good weather. When at St.Louis a young ailn
by the nallle ot Baker frolll eoston who had cOllie on to get in wi th a tur comp.ny .but v.s
too late c••e t., me [& 1 vanted to get in vith Us t.o go to Oregon _ I tOld hi. if he v••
• good ox driver and would a •• ist in every thln~ I vould U,k. hI. _ he s.il! he knev
nothin"g about driving but vould hunt, I retuaed t.kin~ hl. - he hovever got on the
sallie boflt to go to Jefferson City sOllie distance up the river .nd as he appeared to be
a verry .odest younglllan ve still invited hi. to a cup ot Cotfee vith us and sleep
vith Hilton - he rendered us all ilssistance in his power in getting ready to leilve
the boilt,ilnd ilS ve vere about to start he stood by the vilggons verry disconsolate
like I told hi. it vanted to go to Oregon to run and bring his trUnk and he should
t.re as ve did - he jUlllped dovn the bank ilnd in a Ilinute vas bilCk with his effects all
but a .vord cane vhich had been stolen froll the side of his trunk vhile helping us to
fix - vhile at McKinneys I took out the tongue and hounds of the big willilgon ilnd put
in an ox tOngue and elllteed three box•• into ••cks ;,nd left l.ft the boxes silturdily_
bot another YOke of Oxen for $40.00 _ Sunday 19th yoked up the J yoke of Oxen to the
big vaggon and Illy lIares to the other _ McKinney sent his boys to drive to the Boon5­
liCk road, 12 lIIiles vhile MiltOn and Baker vere to learn iHl they could in that tlile
so ve carried Newton to the vaggon and stilrted wishing Cities and steamboats all
1"__ - ve vent ;,bout J lllUes and overtOok a family ot II person. vith J vaggons
bound tor Oregon who had started froll down the river some miles and were on their
way to the state road - his nalIle ia DiCkens has 3 sons grown 2 younger ones large
enough to drive oxen two daughters,an old Aunt 75 or 60 years old,his wite has been
siCk 10 years 1Il0stly bedfast one son haa the ague every day and has had the most of
last year - we have traveled together ever since and probably viII to Oregon. Sunday
it rained verry hard Which proved our vaggon sheets to be good keeping every thing
dry.Monday the hillS were so s1ippry that.y llIares could not. get up vithout a yoke of
steers ilt every hUl.Sd.e evening bot a noble yoke for 40 dol. vhlch drew the 5111,,11
waggon with ease.Saturday 25th rained 1n the evening and snoved at night, lay by
Sunday ,Monday bad coads.put the.ares before the catt.le tor 2 daya,bot anothec yolte
for 45 dol. Monday April J bot 2 yoke of cattle and three .i lch covs - the oxen 40 dol.
each ttlecowsl atS the other 2 10dol.e.ch-April 10 stOpped in 10.ilesof St.Jo­
seph, road In and ascertained that there vas to be 1I _eting of e.igrants at the Court
house on S.turday next.The ••nner ot titting out is t.o hilve nothing too heavy for
one pecson to pick up vlth ease. I bot Slicks of drilling ilt St.-Joseph at 20 cts
each.ilde up vhichholds 70 Ibs.flour,gOt flour at hughs .ill vhere ve lay at 2 doll­
ars pr. hundred and side bllcon and ha.s at J cts pr.lb.shoulders vere 2,but bot none.
The State ot JIlissouri is as rich a Country Of l.nd a'S I evec aaw illl both prarie .nd
ti.ber lilnd rollln~,thehighelilt ridges and pOInts are as deep blaCk rich soil as the
botto.s but .carce of timber and vilter. the grfilater pact ve have seen ia the vorst
vater I ever tasted varlllmilky lind bitter _ their best vater is cisterns or vellll dug
10,or even 20 feet dnd troughs cilrrying the vater fro. the eav.s ot the houses to
the vells,and vhen that fails,haul water and fill the. ,it is the siCklyest state
in the union _ almost everyone I talked with vants to sell fond leave - up near St.
Joseph the water is good, there is as auch ague nov in Mls.ourie as in general in the
fall In Ohio,ve Cd.e up the North side ot the river - the nearest vay is to cross at'
Boonsville over to the south .ide and cross over allain at Lexington or Glasgow but
to save ferriage and travel In a cheaper country of grain ve vent North 40,or 50
lIiles out of our vay ccoslldng the streams high up that vould have to be terried
near the river,corn was from 12; to 20 cts pr.bu.If the Mislilourie River vas a safe
stream tor boats, the cheapest villY for emillrants vould be to start vith nothing but
their elothing take water and come to Welilton JO miles above Independence where
there is vaggos already made in large NUlllbers purposely for ellligrants ox yokes and
bovs _ &e all eheap - I was Offered gOOd drilling in St.Jo. as I have with Ille,for
9 f'ts. pr. yd. _ Oxen are verry dear nov - the dOllland for the arIllY," Sant. fee Trade
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for the troops now on the Oregon trail and California and Oregon emigrants have
taken all the hest oxen out of the State,there is plenty of old steers and 3 year
old ones hut good steers from 5 to 7 are verry high and scarce _ the hest chance of
buying is in Illinois where they can be had for 30 to 3S.It has been a verry
expensive trip to me throl,lgh bad ll,lck and vant ot correct information I brol,lght too
much along which I could have got cheaper here and I am told hy people right tram
Oregon that cotton goods are not much dearer in Oregon than here "'oolens are - I
paid $30.00 passage tram St .Louis to Boonsv1l1e and could get but 10 hac!£. wh,.en I
lett [t.he hoat), they told me they "'aUld take me on according to promise when
the[y) mended [repaired] the boat-accidents wIll happen - the next day after we
left the hoat the Little Missourie Boat came along,and all the remaining passen­
gers got On her and the vater rising sOme passed On up the river - So",e time after I
got hold at" newspaper on the road and saw a piece headed"Stea'" boat disaster - The
steam Boat Little Mhll,lOurie ran on a snag near Glasgov and sunk instantly six feet
under water boat and load total loss crev and passengers all saved". I have taken
out all my load,put the Clock and dresse ware in as small a hox as they could he pack­
ed in and left all the rest ,packed the clothing in sacks of about a hundred wty for
convenience in loading and unloading in rattin'ij streams every thing must be light
and handy _ 'ole had a meeting on Saturday (yesterday) there were 40 or 50 attended ",e
agreed to erOS!! over the river [Missouri] on the 27 Inst. but it is verry COld hack­
"'ard spring and no 'ijrass yet _ it is uncertain ",hat day "'e ",ill leave there is some
here vho came last tall [1847] who are looking tor Large companya of emigrants yet.
they are collecting at Independence,Weston,St.Jo. Fort Kearney (the 1st Kearney
on the Missouri] £. Council Blufts _ the South side at the river is Indian Country
from a little above Independence and the !lorth side is settled with whites up to
the BIl,ltts 150 miles above here - There are 7 Companys of troops at fort Kearney,one
company the (pioneer) are now out cutting roads £. bridging,<;. one company is to start
the 20th Inst _ the contract_!! are let tor haUling provisions, the Mormons take t",o
trains for government _ part of the troops will go as far as the Dalles [?] on the
Platt _ immediately on crossing the river here 'ole are among the indians the Sacks of
whom there is no danger - 10 ",aggons can travail ln safety,about 200 miles 'ole enter
the Pa"nee Country vhere it will require 100 men to go in satety,after a fewhl,lndred
ml1es then emigrants may break oft into small parties of from 10 to 20 waggons - I
will leave St.Jo with about ;500.00 my expences now are ahout one dollar pro day for
cattle & will til grass comes _ I have not written half I intended but viII ",rite
again before we leave here _ I intended to write to Franklin too, but have no time­
please send this down to him & Me Candles as soon as you can - I ,,111 ",rite to them
next with the same request to send it to you -" signed/ Robert Houston
Harvey Houston-

•••••••••••••••••••••••••
Notes: The CORA lias a sidewheel boa t at 144 -tons, bu i 1tat Rock Island in 1646 and
was lost in 1851.'!'his explains the use of the "wheels" in getting over the sand
bar. Snags or "Sawyers" were caused by the ever changing current,which under­
mined large trees along the bankS and tumbled them into the river.The treets
floated with the current until their roota, the heaviest part,after dragging,
became anchored in the hottomot the river, There they remained solidly fast­
ened,some extending above the water and others below,thl,lS becoming one at the
mllin causes tor steamboat disasters. They could rip the botto",of the boat open.
So tllr the burning at the GENERAL WASHINGTON needs conf1rmation in the newspapers
of St.Louis. It could be a false report.
The LITTLE MISSOURI was a sidewheeler of 198 tons, built at Cincinnati in 1846 and
reported IOl':lt in 1848,which contirms Houston's report in the letter.
A great letter on the complex problems of moving a tamily and property,trom Ohio
to St.Joseph ,via St.Louis.Forty_one hundred persons traveled Over the Oregon
Trail in 1646,1300 to Orlilgon and only 400 to California and 2400 Mormons to Utah.
"t the time of this letter the discovery of gOld in Calitornia had not been 9c,"­
eraly known.
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PLATTE RIVER INDIAN TERRITORY

A tort.y nlner .. rit.es under dat.e of,·Sunday aft.ernoon June 3t.h 1849/Plat.t.lliver
Indian Terri tory .. Dear Brot.her When I ..rot.e t.o you last. I expected t.o vri t.e
again before t.his tille, but. being ver)' buisy ..hi Ie at st. Joseph !'l0 I concluded
'_owait. unt.ill got under vay and I have had but lit.t.le t.i_ t.o vrit.e since I
st.art.ed.h'ee did not. leave st Joseph as soon as I expect.ed - We left. t.he bluffs
5 IIllest.his side of lit. Joseph on Tuesday 8th of May in cOllpany vit.h 50 ot.hers
ealled t.he ea li forn ia !'lut.ua 11 Prot.ection cOllpany - ve t.raveled t.ha t. veek sOlie
80 lilies t.o t.he N111ahav (Neaaha l ri ver an encallped t.here over sunday - t.he sec­
cned veek ... traveled about 1"0 lilies snd encallped on t.he Banks of t.h. Ii ttle
Blu. Riv.r - t.hen on !'londay 1I0rnlng over half of our cOllpany left. us because they
thought they cOuld t.rav.l faster _ neliCly all t.he large COllpanles that st.art.ed
toget.her have split. up for they Und it not nessary to be In a large co.pany for
they can aqree bet.ter in sllall eOllpllni.s· _ the t.hird sunday vee encallped of the
Plett River lIbout "Olliles this side {east of] fort Kerney forll.rly ft Childs on
the Blinks of the Plat.t. - .... ar. nov encallped on t.he north Branch at the Platt
about 100 .. iles fert.her up _ Wee lire nov about. 450 Biles fros st.Joseph - I supp­
ose \ of our distance to California. I suppose if vee h.ve luck vee vill reach our
destlnat.ion In about. 4 mont.hs frOIl t.he t.llle vee lett the States and 3 frolll t.hls
till. _ hovever th"'t is so.evhat uncert",ln. I have enjoyed Ilys"lf very ...ell sO far
and have had very good health _ it Is a very interesting trip to lIl"e so tar - it.
has been prety lIluch all Praid. cuntry &. some of it very beautiful - if I had ti ..e
I \/ould like very ...ell to give you a history of our trip so far but. you have no
Idea ho bulsy "'ee are ... hile in c ••p _ ...ee had our load to[o] heavy ...hen "'ee star-
ted so ee h.ve packed all our spare lIIules and have alt.ered our vaggon and
al ..ase salle fixing to do ...ashing and mending our clothes. but. I t.hink vee vlll
have more lea sure t.ime hearaft.er _ ....e are get.t.ing our t.hlngs better fixed - wee
h.ve not. been d1&turbed by t.he Indhns yet. and have seen but very fe - I believe
they are afraid t.o come on t.he road as there is a perfect string at aggons and
pack lIules passing nearly all the tillle - ...ee have never been out. of sight of thell
yel unless vhen in salle ravine - there is salle pass us and "'e. pass sOlie I bel­
Ieve "ee travel about as fast al thelilijorit.y of the trains - vee have not travel­
.d yet. on Sunday _ the only danger of Indians h; of persons leave the trale a hunt_
Ing and of [Indians] st.eellng: our aniBals night.s - I have heard of several lien
that hal been 10lt by leaving the road _ "'ee are no.. in t.he Sioux country - It is
alSO a great Butflov country but. it has been rat.her early In the season for the.
- vee savour fIrst day before yesterday and sOlie of our lien suceded in killing
yesterday and vee have had so.. fine st.ak. since and Buffalov soup t.o day for
dinn.r _ our appet.it.es is a11900d and enjoy eat.ing very .uch _ ve so.. tilles
tind a searecit.y of vood bUt. t.hen vee use buffalo.. chips t.hat. is vhen the veather
is dry for they vont. burn in .... t. veather· _ vee have had gOOd roadl t.he .-ast of t.he
...ay. the veat.her has been very cold tor t.he tille of year - vee l.arned at fort
Ke.rn.y t.hat t.here vas 1970 ...aggonl ahe.d or: U$ and I suppose there is 1I0re than
behind _ I vill have t.o clos. t.his lett.er at. present - I vill vrit.e again soon to.0_ at our folk _! viii lend this vith the first. t.rddinq party Illeet. - vee
havellet t ...o since ...ee left but if I dont _et any I villlea"e it.t fort. Lary.a
[Larlllllie] ne.r 200.11es ahead Geo !'lover·

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
No envelope
'The COllp.ny seells veil organized, having ext.ra Ilules 10 they can rest. hoof sOre
anll1ll1s and in t.his case lighten the load of t.he vaggons. At the tille there "as
lit.t.le danger trolll the Indians all long 118 they kept up a strong appe.rance and
did not strllY t.o far from t.he train •
• BuffalO dung vhen dried made oS good subst.itute for \/ood.
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~Pt.tt. llve~. n••~ Fo~t Ke.~ny

Hay 9th IS!o9"

F~.d Sn)'Oa~ ..~tt.. to hi. b..other' "thev. just tI_ to Info... you that
- have trav.ll.d .bout 310 _11 .. f ...... St.Jo.epll ...d :KlO fr_ St.L....h
...d .1'. _ .nc_pad upon the PI.tt. ltv... bat.....n ro~t K y ...d
Fort L.~"I•• w..... nov .. Ithln 16 d.ys t~.v.1 f ..o. the I.tt fort _
C~ t ••bund,nt but the ...... I. POO" • I .hall taka .very o~.. tun­
Ity to .... tt. to you but I heve not hea~d • wo..d fro. ~ .ince I I.ft
no .. do I ••pact to until .y ...rlv.1 In C.llfo..nl•• 00 not fo.... t to
dtr.ct I.tt.... fo to San F cl.co by the ...y of C-n••~•• , Pana.a
w t Indl.n••v y d.y and nov In the Paun•• c....nt~y. _ by to
_ - ....ha,11 be .-on. the 51 - lClchol•• 801_<1". of C.hokla
.ccldently .hot hl•••tf • fev day. ago and dl.d i ...dl.tely • He ....
bu.. t.d on the al. alu. ltv... _ l.p~d. to .11 _ All ....11"........................_-."
Row.rd Stan.bu..y,C.pt.ln Co..ps Topog..apllical Engln.e .... U.S.A...y. ~e.­

crib.. Bot_nue' ••~.va In hi. book AN EXPEDITION TO THE VALLEY OP
THE Cl.EAT SALT LAIC!, paa. 21. "On the l.ft bank wa. the fr••"ly...d•
....v. of • Fr.nch t ...d......ho•• name ".s wall known to ~.t of ou~
voy.g.u.... It .... he.pad up wlth ea.. th and cove..ed longitudinally
.. Ith he.vy .pllt 10,•• placed the..e to p..ev.nt the dep..edatlons of
the ..olves; the ..hoI. baln, .u~~ted by ...ooden c ..o.s ... Ith the
na.. of the decensed .nd the u.U31 signlflcant .bb~evt.tlon, IRS,
c.~ved ru:tely upon It."

Cov....... c .....i.d out of the ~il. to K.n••ville ..h.... it .... pl.c.d
ln the po.t offtce •• pa .. post_..k "Kene Io./June 13.18109" end "et.er
to een'e •• ll.e'.
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C...p 110.43 _ 125 all...bov.
Fnrt Kearney.On the South Fork
of tM PI.tt•• Hay 22d 1850.

Irother ~IIII.. ;
I .v.11 .y.. lf of rhe return of the captain of OUr train to the

Stata., to vrlta you a fa.. line. to lat you know how 1 .. proara•• tna on .y
Journey. Aftar la.vlna the the .t.ta Itne (the la.t place fra. vhlch 1 vrota to
)'OIl) ... travalad .bout SO .tla. throulh the "Shavne." indl.n•• n.. •••r••
lo".y. tht.vl&h lookinl .. t ......_hertna about 400 _ ~a then c... Into the "Pott_
....n ..i ... nation••nd pa••"d throuah their tradlna po.t • called '''nlont""n'',
.t the cro•• ina of the I£n ••• rl~r • Thl. town con.l.t. of about fifty lOS
hou tth • popul.tlon of .bout 300, "",ady .11 indian•• The ao~r....nt he.
n.tI d at thl. po.t, a pby&1cl.n. tva bl.ck••nh., ...,n _Iter. tva I"n
..ith•••nd • circul.r .... aill. Cro•• lnl the ~.n••• , nc..ped "",.r the hut
of • chi.f; ..ho had the U.s. ft.a floatina proudly over hi••I.erabl. habit.tlon.
A .r.at ..ny "aly looIr.lna Indl.n. ~.~d .round our c..P. that ni.ht; but ...
h.d nothtnl to f••r fra. the., .. they only vanted vbi.lr.ay. an .rtlcl. vhlch the
ao_n_nt ha. prohthet.d bain••old UlOnln the•• After le.vlnl the lan... ten
_II ••• va .rrtv.d at the "POtt....tt..t. Mi •• ton", •• t.bli.hed by the c.thollc••
for the conv.r.lon of tha indl.n - It i. a very ne.t lookina place, con.l.tina
of thr•• , or four tva .tory lOS houle. belonainR to thl. church••~ about
tventy ...11 101 hut •• n.. tnelhn. here hav" larp far_, .nd lee_ to be very
Indu.trtou•• T.n all.. farther ... c..pad at tbe "'Ltttl" V" ...tlltan" (rlv.d.l
her. found • rr.nc~ vlth hia f..lly Ilvtns in ....11 loa bou.. and v,. c.ll.d
In by hi. "prof...I_lIy" to .....ick chUd - 1 pre.crtbad for It, and the
"",It .omin. had the ••tl.faction of ftnellnl it auch batter. We ..t ..ny tndt.n.
her" In • tolar.bl. at.ta of civili~tlon. hetna abl" to r"ad 'vrlt. _ Thla
nation (n.. POtt ....na.I•• ) ....abar .bout 4000. In a day. <>r tva ... cro...d the
"Iill V.noillian"(rl.,.rl. then .truck the "Iia 11"""(rlv,,rl. Tuv.lltnll 71 ail..

over. 1".,.1 pl.ln .I~t de.tttute of wood, , v.ter _ VI! c'" to the "Llttla
Ilue"(rt~r), aolnl up thi. fina littl••tr....bout 60 _ite. _ va turned to tha
riaht, .nd 1I0hl .bout 30 atl .. vlthout vater .to...:k the ..PI.n...(rl.... d .t
"Crond Island" ThIl 11 a .lnf:\Jlar 1Jtr.... , In .'_ pl.c". tvo, Dr thr•• _II".
Vida. f,,11 of I. land., and .and bar., .. tth no tlaber on elthar .tda _ the ...t.r.
only .bout 3 f""t da.p run. al&O.t On a level ..ith it. banka, and at a dletanc.
looka ..ch Iii,•• I.rl& lalr.a - the botta. I. of coa....e aa~ and tM ..at.r .... ry
..ddy - tt I••ald that It I. thta rtv.r that aive. tM "Ki..ourl" all ttl ..nd.
The t.la~. tn tM rlv.r .r. co.... r.d vlth ti_ber .o.tly c.dar , cotton wood. w.
at.yed .t tht. c..p • day r.palrlna , r.toadlna our ...gon•• and .tact.d the naxt
d.y and Tr.~ltna up tM rivar 8 _II•• to the head of ·'Gr.nd hl.nd" v. c_ to
"rore It••rnay". Ttli. po.t, built on the fl.t bon... 1& a.rri.onad by about 200
.oldt...... and about a half 6o••n III pound gun•• According to the ..... In.r kapt
heta 2400 v..on. had alr.ady pa•••d • gr••• I. tolar.bly cond. tbou.h ..ch .or.
backw.rd now th.n l ••t .ea.on .t tht. ti.... We ... t hundred. of buftato .nd
..... telope .v.ry day••nd 11_ ""'arly alt0lather nn fre.h ....t. W••r. now on tM
South rork (PI.tt. rtv.r) about 200 .il•• fr "rort Lar..i."••nd on. hundrad
_II•• beyond that I. con.lder"d half v.y bet en St.Loul., & Sacraaento City.
There i. nO .Ickoa......ng the emigrant.; though the road i. lined ..ith .raye •
..da I•• t ye.r. W. vtll cro•• tM "South Fork" tod.y, .nd .trl!r.a o~r for the
"North Fork", .nd ..hen 1 .rrlv" at the Fort (Lar...la). 1 will a••in ..rlt. to
you. The ro.d 11 elcellent, .nd ....ather very Hne. The country here fa low"nd
.andy vlth vary Iittl. tlabar. On the "Little JUue". John.on left our .... and
Jolnad • crowd frDft Hi ••ouri. 2$ _il•• above Fort K"arney. sa. H1nckl.y '. t ...
••v. out _ 1 took ay provt.lon. out. and joined Capt.H.y'. coap.ny. and l.ft
J.k•• , ._ to "~.nd to the broke d_n ..Ia., end ~ek. the. tllr"...h If th.y can.
I am going on good term., .. Ith • flr.t rat" ~n, and ..III be In Callfornl. by
the I.t of Au.u.t. S... Hinckley &.. got along flt.t rAte togetller,.nd It ..a•• t
hi••ugge.tton thAt I left hi. te.... a. it lighten hi. load. 1 h.t"d to I.ave
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tha~; but 1 thovlht tt wa, ~ttar to be ~ertaln of letttni throulh,then to rl,k
.y ch.n~. ot ,t.rv.tnl tn the .ount.tn" and not letlnl throulh at all. 1 thtnk
they vtll pt throulh; but It vtll ~ a lonl tl_ flut; .. "they au on thoo
road, wtth a lorry t.a~, and, heavy load" _ I _at wtth curto,ltla, dally, but
.. unable to carry thea alonl.
I vrlt. ln a Ireat hurry; a, the team hal Itoped only for. few _tnut,1 to allow
Capt. HaYI to taka htl provilloni out , Itlrt ba~k. My health tl lood • ftrlt
rate - and thtl Itf. lultl .....ctly••••• I viii 'Saln wrlta to you froe Fort
Lar..t. and al often al 1 can ftnd oportunltiel to wrtte. In Ire.t halte.

J.F.Snyder
II.H.Snydu "11.,,01. til. On the S.Fork of Platte •

•

~

W.• X B <\ •-"._-
~- .A. -

~. ";,,,";,.t-0__ -'~:.-.~ ._.
..~'$'-

•
•

~...",..
"" •-..-

- •, -, _..-- ....,{o _,- .. ....... ,..... -,.1.;
~ r--:-

UIfICl!m)<I'If, POrI'Clo'OTTOIil£ R£S£Il.VAT 1011
Great letter dea~rtbln8 the over lInd route In ISSO froe Independence,
foLlowtnl alonl the Kania, River to the south of the Btl Blue, thence
north northwelt to the junction with the Little Blue, thence northwelt
to Gr.nd III.nd end Fort Kearney On the Platte River Ind th.nce dJI
welt along the Platt. to a point 12S ~tle, froe fort Kelrney on the
Fork of the South Platte n.ar ItI fork vith the lIorth PlItt., See sap
for outllne of tha route .nd lo~atton of UIf10trrOWll whtch II lndlcated
by an arrow. There waa a POlt offtee located at Uniontown froe Feb.20,
18S6 to Augult 28,1856.



,/ r __ / ~7--,4/ ~

//: t: ~t'.... ' 'I' ~ 4- r/" //:
';'" • /,"' /.'. __ /, /c, /' /, ,

'j, .. __, k / ,_ /.12/ ?

/.'..., rn(· /'.J -- / .•.• ~ )1_• .< -<.7 )-,
/,.1. .,/".J (:-h;,,( ..... ...'/.u /4. 'I .1..(. J~_ .. -,;" ~-..

~ ,1_". /;:';",... .. -1":._/, t/_c :. ( /. • .tI._ ., s',~_

/ jr,"" _!W".. I'r(,.~ _, .... ~ r~ ~r.,.;t:....-'.

_ .... " " .. ?_. <-./ / ... J'.... ",. rt=": ... / ..... .....:. ~~ ......... "'/... ,~
C* 1/;,,( "1,,__ .4... ", '" / ..<: , "4.- 1. C/.: ft .. " "
/--A',,:, ~ ..... h I" II ~ ':! ;t'.,... h',' "L
a '7.4~. w-~,..~ ........ 5- .... // ._..,/, ..., 7~,

)' ....... .i";/" ..//.. 11:._ ~/ ~L.' ;t ..~,. /7J.....·-~,
$- ~~ ... L..~ .. (~, _ 1~ • I f_ -/-- "-"'/~,

~-<t' • r"Op •. , ..............,........ .:.1'1'. ~ .. .".., •./ /<': 1_,,-, -'
". '-r"~"" .t'~ L./ 1 .. .. Ly-; ...... /. /. -/ FL,

7U, F;f /1'..< ;"''';7' -, ~- .k.. ,~./.•."
lA.r---oI."" """'-......... /"-7 ~""'/ ." iH....._...( .._I
,._ ... ? ,Ii{.,/ , ••.~ M I t-r ............. d" a' '<.../L ~"",. /

d, I,..,. ..~. ~ d 1/.1' I
/ I. ft.

I.
•

;, .. ~..,



•

•

,
•

or.

.-

..~
~.

•

t •..., ,

•

,
•

•

•
•

1
1
••

,

•
•
,

•
,

•

•,

\



-
-~::, ,<,• , -1,

-,-"
~

'F.< i<
Z;"

~ -<><< T,, ----:--



THE WESTERN MAlLS

----

•
•

~ /ft;UJ"'d~
J-.../.,~I'.~,~.r.,t r... }

,!..Ir,,,·a L < ee-
l/> }J

G.H.GRISlllOLDvritea t hi. vtt
troa ··sebraakey Big IS.U dy ul

63.He haa been on the c ..
~~."a "'nd exoeeta to at '" atter
'coe hOlle vhen he el. t f I~t

I ne Keilrne

Dllaiela Rlinch. H.T. The po.t oftice
vaa eatl1bllahed Jul y 13. 11l58. in
"hat vas then Jone. County"Then tv
Jetteraon County. and on anu"'ry

65 th" 'llllle vaa hlln~. to.
l>ANDY

I{ ,,>-'
/ I 1

)

/(1)

•

A
... ,.{ J/""h,.

~. Nuro;4 u/,/~"r

ti-.r4.) /,,,/<
Az, " (,.,/1' ,."" <.f

~~/I.', u 4', /. II

p rlJ, ... \.(. r.-~,r l.

I~~,(u,~ LV"

/11' 4ty " t

;- r L K ~..:G(.,I,.

,',(";7"
4.,,£ ,.('-< ,f'.

t/ ,~. c", L ... I ;l

~ ~,.,). b.-y I t. q "

~ , .... rJ'.~.t~(/' ..
l." ""/.'j ~~ f L"f'/...Ul" r.,rt'
.~6. rti) (tY"'<u.",~n,r
CLt"J~U!i!.. ",._ "r""-..4":
';! l:.tUI'.... .,.../'t·'OC '1 ......

p-.". _.A~,,~~U~'(.

--
......



DUIlUQIJ£, lOW" TO CALIFORNIA VI" 1'''''''-'1.1. l~')l

•

{foftnlAdlll

A , Nln' Vi ...n i'" to C ....... -1< .. do r
.. I ~ithou aold. K

"1 r ......rl Un on lay 11.1I1l1 .nd I. pott..rk.ed "WlIlJQ.'E
tUlIA JUS 2" .nd "".r. the hand.t"p"'d," cent r.t of th"'t offlc •
It \'1 eddr ned ,,, 1/111.. Ewrtnll:h.. ",tS.<. CH~. Upper C.llfo•. ,e,
4nd I'",bablv ~"nl "I'" P"'nN'Oe .Ince there i' eo dtr.,cl\ft to Indlc.te
any ot~r rOUtr. There I. a penciled not"'tlOn on the In~l~ of th
l"tler ~hlch read,: "l"cleved Sept. 10,18.)1." On arrlv.1 In Sac.Clt
(sacr_nlo CItv) It .... ptcke.d up by.n eltpre,. cc.pan;, Inl,taho.
rated ..... H Co. SI.65". end delivered to EvednRh.. in on., of tlltl
many .lnlnR c~p•• The nam. of the eltpre,. COMpAny he' not been
dt-terOltned.
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I'tAACH OF THE J«lIJ HI'EIl
IIn.E.'fEH flOM ron
LEAVEIfII'lIlTH nl
OREGON IN 1849.
the line of _~ch

11 ht,hltt.d In
yell .....

HI.to~I".1 I.ttu ~t_rl<"d FOI.T LEAVEIfWOI.TH I«) KAY S (1849) uferl ... to ~hlP ....y
.1Ip"dttlon. to pur,,"'•• FOllY LAI.'YIE. the _~ch of tbe Itounud I.tfl_n to O1'.lIon .nd
tht _lllt4~Y ••"o~t" for the SAKTA FE TlAIL folt .... tn' th" Helltc.n War. Leur. SplPrry
vTlt.a to bel' "on tho•••",,,Ittnll tt_a: "Th. be.nd la pl.ylnlt for t.tO"', " 1 have
Ilttl" tt_ to vrit. to nilht, but t vant to tlPll you that our deatlnatl"n I" .t la"t
fllllPd .. 1 .uppa•• , "v. '0 to Fort L.r.. I•. It I" only 520 _II"" frc. h"~e " ,,0 ...re
acc"a,lble than a~y farth,,~ po.t. Th" ~elt ..."t .ev" fra. her" "ellt tbur"d.y the 10th
.1IC"pt H 1_,,(Lt.Col.&enl..ln S.~obert" _ SEE bet.....) ca.pany " o~e other of th" rifle",
~Ich valt till the I"t Jun. to ."cort " train of 400 v&&lOna of aupplt", for Ft La~,,­
"Ie " 't (..~ ...y, v~l"h I."t I" only h"lf th" dl"tanc". Th"y ",,~ry provi"lon" fo~ •
ye&~_ ~en H I_ v" In Wa"~tn,ton.h" lot an o~d"r ~o 10 wl~h hla co-pany( CHaunted
Ilfl.") to ••cort a~ civil offlcl"l" " th"tr famllt"" to San Fr.nct.co. Thl. would
glv. hi_ .n Ind"pendlPnt Co..&nd. " h" vTOt. to hi" brothlP~ H"nry " to PI"rpnnt. to
c~ " JoIn hie, ." he would gtv. th ployeent "v.,,,,, of ,Dea 40 Or 50 pr ..e .
K._ haa be.n d"t....lnad ~t to 10 vlth th" r",'-under cae-and of Col Lo~lnlt(wm.W .• who
v., tn ce--end of the kount.d II fie' gotng "II th" w"y ~o O1'elon), but it t. "rr.ng.d
~hat hla Coeallnd (.n rout.) I. "ntl.rly tndependent, " the po.t (Fort L,,~..I") I. to be
cae-anded by IilIl S.ndnuon(Winll .... F.) vho I ....a on with th" ult. I vlah you "eU
h,,~. tht • .orntng to """ how bu.y our ,.rrl,on lool<a. Cenl TWl&8,(D.vtd E.) I' he~e "
H H..o~(Col Richard 8.') .. Ith ht_ " th"y the t~oop••re on tnape"tlon. The Rlflea '1'"
"nc~ped 3 "tl." fro- h.~. but the l.dt"" ,,~e .11 In ,,,rrl.on till th.y .ev., vhich II
d,," "fu~ t~rr ..... Of coune v" aU full to over flowing. Not only the rlfl .. but "
company on Inf"ntry to ••Ch po"t, th.t t" .t (earn.y - LI~..le " • post to be built "t
aea~ rlv"r n"ar tt H.ll(C.ntonm"nt Lo~lnK "bou~ ftve "II". above tt.Hall), " "11th,,
troopl fo~ St Fee(S.nta F.) & the ",cort' of offIcer, a~e here. The~e t" "noth"r "n-
C"'"P'""nt belldoa the ~Ifl.. near, " the ,arrllon Ie ful1 Lauu Sperry"

.Robert", "" " captaIn In thl 11e~lcan "ar,rllud the Merican fl", ov"r th" "hall.
of the HonttlEU.'Ial",vhen Helllco City fell to the ......."rlc.n .ny.H. "nt"red th" arlllY
from W.,t Point In 1830 and dIed Janu"ry 29,1875 with the r.nK of Halo~ Ceneral.
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FORT KEARNY "'I
FORT KF.ARNY "'2

x

,

,.oaT UllNT, MI....rt
e...t!T. Theft _ two fon
Ke~ ill .tll't It _ the
State 01. Nebrub.. n.e no..
... Ioeaud a tew ."_01
or S«wMb CIty at lbe __
lktwce ot Table Creek and
the Mluourt 81~r It ...
abandoned In lbe ..,.... 0(

llUS,~ thanayar~It
.u founded, for a more
rawrablo! site at the Mad 0(

Grand lsl&l'ld In the Platte
Rlw1" Troc>p., under the com­
mand ofCoLL.E.~bepn
the roMlnlctlon and named II.
Fort Childs. On Ilft. 30, 1848
the name w.oftlcIall)'chanced
to Fon Kearny.

Thlt lettn" •• written by
a California boultd elt'tlCranl,
J. Emery, who dated It "On the

P!aIna Wq 21. 1848" He __ thai he It camped 20 mila from Fort Chlkla. The JoIIooo1nllt from the 1IetUr"l ......
u~ '" _ tlloe latI.e-.. etouCaptaill (who .... &l'l~.u.tMlo P'* _)'"1") "',.,..aloeturwa.qe4

_tMre &nI! ao m&llY pe.-. wlahlnc to ....d IeUft10 that Ir. would be bn-a- for the QuarurmaMe '" fCl them
din the mall' Hia .,.,.n><entl Of\ the~ are alto worth notIne"There Ita'" ltulOlber ofpel'&Oftl ... • d
r\l&hlnl ahead • _ ...... way II &Om<! Ill1Othft" • ...- 01. thelr teunII A ....... aIrNdJ' "'"'" out .. bnaIdnt dow'n
.. the nlIlId It -.. wkh lIrolofn ....... lI'ultD • bo",ea • b<Kon • INd •~ . &up!" . «IlJM A In fact ewrytIlInc
whktI J*)pIIt .. thnr m..:I Rtl11t1.- OUI , &Om<! ani! tllmln( bKlI 11-.. It <.'ftUln '" be a sr-t .-..1 01. &IIffel1nt
In tile mountaiN. We hayc ... our train Olin)' WllAON II about nlnety..-·

The loettn" ... given to the Quartftm_ at w fort and it,.,_ be Pf'C*lmed that he wt'Ole in the ...... l&ICript
marldnl"Fon 1Il:e&n7/ar.c- a_Ie" It u-.Id be noted~ that tMy~ atrnd)' ea1hnI the fort by Iu~t
" ...... FORT KEAR..'Y and not Fort Chllda. The lettn"•• forwardM by mIIitar)' .....,..- to Fon t.-wnworth wlwre It
....~ and rat.ftI 10 ~lttl . YOIlT lLAVEllo'WOam MO.nNE 14.1l>e manllXript markin( Ton Kearnyl
~ Route" .hou.ld be c»1llI1dC'rtd ... military markln&- The U.s. Poolt~~me"t established. Poat Ot!ke
at Fon. Kearny Irl 1849 on July 7tll. Durlngthlt period. pre>'loUllO ISM, the an!. _ ohhe Mls80url River .... known
.. the MlIaourl Cou"tf)' and w.. UltOrg&l1lud.
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ST.JOSKl'II.HlSSOUJ.I 1'0 CALlFO/l1fU 1M 131 DAYS,,,..
·'V.rnon S.pt 9 1649 C.ltfornt.".I'Io.... B. /l ...d.e Forty.Hln.r ...rlt•• to hll n.p..... In f.r
....y KeIn•• alvlna • d.u.tl.d r.port of hll oy"d.nd jou..n.y to C.lifornl.' " •.•. 1 e. In
C.ltfornle _ Th. Citty of V.rnon _ 1 c... h.r" on the 6 .tK - Th. 8 .llht ve .old our
t,,~•••• 1 I"ft low. the ~nty ninth of Kerch 1849 ~ TV.nty ninth of April I.ft St
St Joe.ph of Ki ••ory for Port Chit." ([••rny) • fra. lov. to St Jo••ph the ....r.t roed
th.t 1 .v.r tr.v.l.d _ Th.. di,ten". Thr... Hundred _n•• tn 30 day - Froe St Jo."p'. t"
?ort Chtl." Thr•• h~nd"r"d _II•• - W. tr.y.l.d It In nlnet.~n day•• It I••~'d roed •
To t!ooe C.att. bl~ff Two h..n.k..d _tl •• In .llht d.y. - To rock Cht_Iy U - To C...·r: 1to<.I..
10 _ SCouh bl~ffs 5 _tl •• - Th. C•• tl. ru...bl•• lUI. !>oI>•• Thre. h~nd.red r...: hlah
• The Cht_ly rock r •••bl .. old f•• (h)ton ChI_ly Thre. hund.. r ..d ~Ifty f ••t htl"t - Court
Hou•• four hunder.d f ••t hlah • ScOtl~ ~l~ff. Fly.. hunder.d f •• t htah - Froe C•• tl.
bl~ff. to rort L.ramt" one bunder.d _II... In ••ven dey. & 1114 >y tvo d.I' i' ~•• reln­
tna - ro.. t L.r.... To .u--tt of the rocky Hountaln the dlstenc. Thr... h~ndr.d ~tl,. In
15 d~,. - At Tort L.r~. the c.....nc...nt of the Ilocky Kountaln. - four .. Two hu~dr.d

_tl~e t~ hltl. ~a. , ... t ••p that we lock(ed) booth vh....t. to to~ - our loed ~••
TWeI.e ~~r.d for Klaht OK.n &..ny pi""•• #I ,,0~1~ .-ot ,tt .lon~ ~'t, c,"' du,lln,
OUr t ..... v. "... to the Swe.tv.t.r (rl.e.. ) Two h~~dred _II •• fra. Fort L.r~~" - Th.

dlet.nc bet....n PI.t tly..r ~ 9weetvu.r tlv.r 50 _tl". 50
j) "et.r I. Pollon _ 11ft 10lt t .... oun 1»' drlok!.'; tho ",.t.. r .T1o.

vet.r of Sw."tvet..r Illver I. the be.t that I ..vO'r drink
Snow On Sw.etvat.r • I.trav.. led over .nov bank. fr~ tO'n to
T\telv. f .... t do''''' tn J~ .... end ;: ."'" '~' ~';""" 12 ICe·' to 13
A,'I'U.t - The ._H of tocky Ko-..ntetne on the pal (Sao,-" paul
• The pal te SUty ''Ill.,. vide· roo htll. to .pak. of - on ••"h
.td. of thte v.lly Or pes of locky Hou~taln. It ~~~ eo~ r.,d
vHh enov _ A& v. c... to Sio<...uoat ..r ch..re va. the Ilock
!ndepe.,c!e1'lC" _ It cov.,rd OV.,r l\tO Acr. of a .....~nd - Two hundud

fifty f.et htah • Ther. v•• betve.n fly. 6 II~ hundred ~,.. vrot. On by dlffr.nt
Par.one •• th.y hay.....r.t.d to Orl,on or Caltfornl. or Selt Lak. - t.n all •• fro~

the Ilock of Indape"CI"nce then the D••e! lat. 'nIr" ho~nd.. red f .... t hlllh - T\e pa"u~.,

betv••n tWO bl~ff 51. f ••t vide Perpandt"ler ~~...t of Rocky ~nt.lne - therr v,, ~

&Vamp _ It conteln Kt,ht Or ten Acr... _ 10 tnche. fra. the tOp of the .r~,nd I- va,
.oll.d bed of Ie. _ the ",eter ~ tc. v.. pol.on

Four _tl •• fra. that the hot botliing eprln,.
It botl.d .0 tt would throw ",.t.r up two fe.t
on the e~H H .nov • r.ln ~ hall - J~n. 21
To Cr••n ttv.r one hundr"d atl •• I" thr•• day.
'T\to dey. v. _td TV.nty ..v.n _II.. - th. ~~ 'Pi'iIl ..t"~~

denrt fUty three atl.. "tt, ..... t ,nn Or "at..r~,r.": ::Hi__~ _-.-
in Twenty fOllr houn • To rort Hall tn l!:taht d.,. t6:.#' ~'-~CJ:d.~~"-­
Two hundred ail." • To &eel' Iltver one h.."dred ~..... ~-.6.~~~_ ~
_t I.. fr'>'e C een t - Th.n .... Soda Sprtn,. on .... '1\ j, ~ - ... ..~
&e.r 1 • Uaht or T.n of the:e betv...n Be.r R ~ I.J~fK.Jnu R«.{ etIi d~ S_~l_,"R._
Fort Hall. tt te e ,r.t. plec. for .prln8' ..Ii Dnif, c.u Ie d~ ....*.pe...i .
• ome of the. pord ....t.r .uffl.Ant to carry a .~

Kilt _ To S"cr_"to Ellht hundred ftfty altee (tn) SUt)' on.. da)'. - F~rt Hell I. On
the sa..k of Lewt. lty.r • v. follow tt down tvo d.y. - th.n for laft ltYer onc dey ­
W. ?A'c betv••n the Mkn"taln. to Coo•• llv..r TWo day. _ ..ny pl.ce. only vld...~g~ to
let. teNl pe.' • the peng. Reft Iltyar to Coon ltYer • the MeI ..nteln. On nCh .td"
val'. fro~ on. to thr.e h~ndr.d f .... t hl8h _ SO~ of them v•• perpendttlat & ~ou.and.

(of) Swallow. Ne.t. on th.. std. of the Mount.ln • the ..... that t. bllt ..nder the .v",
C)! .\ hern _ W. tuyal..d fro,. G<>o.o II to ~(tn Y.lly Thirty ttv. :ellee tn one dey -
TW ..nty .11... nO ..at.r ••••v. l ..ft varlO v.lly fot nu~bott Rly",r r"lrty three lOti •• - We
travel ..d on tht. rtYer thr.o hundred mile' ...hat "an I co~par~ that IIlver to - FrOIO
Hu:ebolt to Truck.)' Riy.. r Dt.t.nc.. ntnet)' .tle•• a De.... t It lOa)' be called - Fr~
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Hu~bolt TV.nty .II .1 Ie. thl. I. th. I•• t d.y tr.vel on th. llv.r _ To the .Iev ~p~ty

'11••• Iitti. Ar••• no vlt.r _ rlft ••n to Sulpher Spring. But Ilttl. Ar••• _ ve nrlnk
It not (.ulp~er v.terl •••• To t~ Bolllni Sptlne' TV.nty fiv••11•• no ar••• - boilin~

v.t.r by cooling .0.& eattl. would drink _ Thirty _II •• Truck•• llv.r • 1 ',v • ck>g
.c.ld to d••th In tbe .~Ina - Coff•• boiled" Ap,lu cook ~ 1 left th••prlnil, In
thl .arnl"l for thl llv.r _ 1 v" ~Inty tvo hour. Aitlng to th. liver ••t ~n .e.t 1
h~ TV.lv••11•• to tr.v.1 _ It took .. 'II nlgbt to trlvil ~.lvI .lle. - 1 h.d no
vlter vith Ie _ I v~ 10 dry that t could not .pealt •• 1 VI' II.tnA on thl ~~nd •
..n Call to .. " g.ve De .0Ie v.t.r _ ha told .. It va. .1••11•• to th. ltver - Sev.n
o Clock ,t ~I.~t t .tlrted for tba llv~r - ~il. 1 va. v..btn, .y •• If " ~Inkln~ .011
v'tlr tha Sun ro•• - ~n ... l.ft tha S,rlne (thare) va. flv. of u•• TVa fOt (to t~el

llv.r ,t Sun •••t " TVa .tdnlaht " t Val I.ft .Iona - nov Mount.ln Sirr. He~.~, - ~1

uti to"r n.ou.and fe.t " drop' down EI.ht Tbou.and feet. YOI,I _U thln~ v, h.d ,_
htll. to r cl<Hn • Ther. v.......bar of pl •••• vber. _ hay. to lit down .... r v~n
vlth ro.>p& • ona pia<:.. II .tI. "h.lf lonl " f .....n .11 thl ~.1s _ than I.t door> vlth
r~,PI - The f.c. of th. country'~ St Jo••ph to Truck.y liver tber. I. not Tr.e.
grolnA to ..k. one half _II. of Tt.bar for .11 _ 11Ie ''111. looc:k. Ilk....hes - Cra..
Irowe. onl.y In .pot. (Buff.lo Ir•••1) • Aft.r leaven St JOI~p~ thl vlld ••~. ~rov. ­
The vlld S'A' root. _ u••d for vood to cooc:k vlth • _ t .. In C.llfor... - if 1 v•• In
tha <:t.t•• t Jontd .tay thare • t .h.ll .tlY h"re ona yaar - perh.p. longer· t sh.11

.t.rt .t .y tr.ld _ not 10 tn tbe .1 ..... _ 1 ~.v" ten doll.tI In "old dUll .ha' I,b"
Fro. Truckey ltver (Nev.d.l to SI.rr. ",v.dl Mount.ina thl ltv.r t. verry rIpped for
E1ahhty .11•• "h...on Ptna tt~~r _ Aft.r I paat th" ~Inl.ln 1 .~. pin ~r.~. TVn
hundr.d f ••t hfah " • fev Twenty ftv. f.et in circusanc. (clrcu.f.r.nc~l - =~,~
thlnl to find tre••• IK to ••v.n f ••t In dl ...ter _ Pfna tl.bar I. In th. Mount,ln••
In tha vally thar. I. nothlnA but .crvb Oak _ That only fIfteen t~ rwpnty rDOd ~Id.

froe t~ liver" gr"$ ~t oy.r \alf ••tl•• It I•• barln. (barr.n) l.nd _ Th. lold
11. tn tha ..,·~nt.l", - V.rno"! II At th. IIOUth of Fa.thar ttY"r • Sacr_nto Cluy h
Twlnty ftv••tt.. bal_ • t hay.....t bae" ther. - Thay ••y there It fltte.,,, T'nounnd
per.on. In It " there t. not lOr. than tv.nty ~"••• 1"1 tt _ aut It II A Ir.t. el:ty
of t'''It •• Soaa pole. 1.ld "p " ~.nv....pr....d ov.r _ Thl. Countr1 t. filitn. UP vith
all kind. ~f per~on. - G.~n. &c • ~ Ir.t. VIII.y or a..ln • tt t. ~Jnt.lnou.

Country but ffo'J Vall.ya In tt - ~bnlt 1Ilv~r Thn~ hundnd .11•• lonl ••••• then It
,II .tnk. In th. earth no coa.untc•• ton to tha 'e•• Thoaa. ~.aenton (U.S.S....tor
fro. ~I ••ourll .houtd 'e. (th.l s..on _ h. would .... t of.r a r ••,Ju'lon :0 ..ke •
• t.t. of tt •••••~.r. va. only TVo hundred t~. &head of u••0 v. c~e A I~ng "e~ry

v,,11 - But VI va. In fo~d t,.ra v., froe ltght to T.n thou••nd ba(hlndl u' " t~••
(vho) va. abl. OlIn)' of the,. bouaht !ndf'ln pony. (, pack Throuilh _ But then I. load
..ny of th•• viii ba obi II' to 1.lv, th.r. t.aaa " taka tt (on) foot _ TIl.re vas one
f~lly va. a h".d of us l.ft th.r. t.~ (, foot (Jal~.d) It thro~lh th. dl.tlnc of
thn. hundrad all .. " thera it lood ~.ny f... l.y. on th. toad v'''11 v...... at Truckey
IItver • They var. TWo eeka be hind UI - ~lle ve vaa paslng d~n the ~ou"ltlln there
v" no: • d.y pas .... ", Ol" a foot - For ~.ny y"ars It h•• b.t'n tllk t'l blld a
11111 road fro," AtlantIc to Perctflc But It cant be don _ There !. not tl.,,,t _ If
they would alt tl~ber fro. th. ~unt.ln. to blld It nothlnl (vould b. l.ft) for
fu.1 • tWIt clo... vrlt. all tha lIevl you can - Ho... B Ileed"



TIlE WESTERN MAILS

VElNO~.CAl.trolUflA.... locAted J.t the c:o"fluence of the Futlo,et .nd
Satt~~nto rly~r, 1n Sutter County. It .... a .hott liyed .us~tO~

town d~ti"l tlM .old ru.h ~rlod. The Po.e Offic..... aat.blls".d
in the fall of 16'9 .nd discontinu.d in NbYamber of 18~3.And the
tlM town ar.dually di.d out.

FOlded I.tter .boy. originated •• per posturk Itt "Verno.. ,C.1. Sept 22,18~9"

And .... r.ted "40" c.nu Yl. ".n...... 14o••• l ••d d••c:ribu hi. Journey to th.
CAllforni. of th. Gold lu.h ln the reoark.~le ti.. of III da~•. He d.ltrlb~s

the ••olr.phicAI IAndsArk. And the hardship And tr.gedi •• sxperl"t~d bJ
11<1:'1)' of tlM e/!liannes. For the content of the letter "e oppo.lte pa,· ...
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TIlE WESTERN rtWLS

C.Swan w1'tu. t hi .. If. tn towa CitY''lTd'llon hctHc 5.,1'tn,.lJul 27th 1S49/Neu
1 .. In Kr.S~1tE.ra tant ..rltln" 3 .lle. "est of t~ Great South Pl$S of th@ Rockey
Hauntalns 20 .11•••outh of Fre~t. peak ..hleh I. eave red .. Ith Snow. I ~ave eat .now
thl' day brnu~ht to .. by S4~ fro. SWeet Vater rtver Ju.t above v~re I ero,.ed said
.tr.... I h.ve JUSt dr.nk t....de (ra. t~ v.ter. that ~n v".t - I .. In Orrl.on .nd
.. tthln 2~ .tl•• of Callfornl•• 1 'Kps"t to be at Salt Lak. by the I)th of Au.uat. I ..
vall .nd ~arty • ean valk fro. 20 to 2~ ~lle. pr day· sleep on a board and go vtthaut
..ny eo.fcrts ..htch 1 thouaht at hoaa vera Indtspencabl. to life· My hops. ar. strem.
of balna at Sut.r. fort In Callfornta by the first day of O<:to~r fa new rOut havlna
ba.n open.d by the Mor-on. vhlch ..kas the dlst.nce ISO .11•• I••• and brlnls the Sandy
desert tn the basin down fra. 7~ .tl•• to 17 vhere we ..til cro.s the .... t.rn rta of the
ba.ln) _ I hav. vrltt.n all about .y bopes - I viii nov vrlte of .y Journey thus far.ln
tha flr.t plac. tva. fluna fro..y hor.e but n"t hun ,""ch - I rod" that day 40 .11 ..a
but v.s unabl. to g.t on to the hor•• in the ~rntnl - ...n rode ht. fraa Jack.on Co
(County) 4 or ~ ~tlas unttl 1 lot 11.~rf.d) up by packtng (It baln~ Sunday t suppo.ad
the t ..... vould stop but th.y dtd not .nd I rode all day to overtake tha~. t va. used
up for. day or two but than 1 drew on roy lon& 8o0ts and v"nt Into ~ha ....d • tha Country
fro. tova City to fort Oa~ln.s (r". MolneS,lowal Is In the optnlon of your h~bl••erv­
"nt a poor country aftar "a pa.s Skunk river fro. D"s Hotne. to Coun,,11 Bluffs Is a
barran ..a.ta and naVar .,an be laprovad. R.ckoon forka ta • fine pIa.,,, and If tha comn·
I •• tonar. had be.n vl.a and (locatad) the aeat of government at th.t plac. ( Tha capitol
.... movad fro~ lova Ctty to tha Raecoon forka of the Des Motnea river In 18~7) Iova City
alght btd good buy to her Capitol. at tha bluffa 1 vrot" you • fe.. lInea "a had no bad
luek In at.ttln~ _ t .... t.k.n .Ick .fter ve had tr.veld • fe.. days but nothing bad •
tha Colar..... aha.d of ua Iva Judg"d hy grava.) from the 8luff. to fort Larlaa(LaraAl.)
"" "ountad .oma 80 (arava.l na.rly all ~.rk"d .. tth the ca~sa of d.ath - aftar v. l.ft
th" fort th" gr.v". becon. I.s. fr.quent untlll nov ..e have nO'. - Me Cor~ck ha. had It

-. _ thad. t.sta . Hr Hor" ha. ~an .."II all the Journey and senda hi. love to all· hi.
wtfe and chlldran In partlcul.r ..••.•.• t e~pect Hr Babblt alon! ..Ith tha Ho~n Katl •••

C.Svan"



TIlE WESTERN MAIlS
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PAClne SI'RtICS v.. locatad 1 _tl.,. veat of tl ... South
1'... In pre.ent day Wyo.lng. Babbitt'. route to (ane•
• villa I. oatlt_d In yell"" .bc>ve. (ane vaa tt.. _
of the poat office vhlch v.a the aa (anea~ille

and cha~,ed to CouncIl Bluffa Dec ber 10 1852 •

•

/c

"1 txPECT Hll. BAB8lT ALOHG WITH TIlE J«)RMON HAILS"

AI-on W. 8abbltt laft S,lt Laka City on July 27.1849,th. very aama day tkla
lattar v.a vrltte~, vlth an •• preaa ..II and a ~~rial to cDnRreaa for
tarrltorlal atatua for Utah. It la poaalble and very probabla that Babbitt
did pick up Swan'a latter at Pacific S,rlnga and deliver it to tha Kanaavilla
poat otttca. On &apta.bar 11th tha FRONTIER GUARDIAN reported that Babbitt,
VI'~ _h. "".an MAti., .~~I".~ at lanaa"lll. on lapta,bar )rd, thr.e d.y.
bafore thia latter .... poatllarked . "Kane lowa/Sep 6".
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Map lU>ows 1M roul~ or
Criltenden'. party l'ro!n
llTaz,orla, 10 Ih~ Callfumla
lJOId IIri<b, via Chihuahua,
Mnk'o. It show. ttlt! trail, as

1Iip\ljp\Ud III ~""'" as ru ::--~=~~~:;~~E=:A"5JE3?:~~t::;i:-'i~.. Fort Yuma 0 ... th~ Colorado
RMr. From th~r~ Ih~ rout~ contln~

west &Cf'OM the und deHrllO a point
.a,1I orSan D\e1ID. Thence north.rly 10
to. Angel.- wh.r. Crllt....d .... Idl the
part)' and took a boat to San Fu...cisc:o,
Folded ~It.r .how... was wrltt.... alollll
the tran and fI'Om AUllln. Tn.. wh.r<llt .nt.r<ld the
mlll1l April 25, 1849. L.tt.... and dlulel rrom the
Mnlcan route to the gold ""'Ids or Callfor...1a are ""arc...

Matean Gold Trail
18·tg
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/ J )
It I
~,<t ..,,?4~4

• 9- \", /""'~ tr.; ..(
r~ .... I; 47 • (c,~

I

•
H I

San DiqJo
l.Kut" wnlll'll 30 .... "" 0(

~""'~l'IItfn'd11w
",alb. San DwIf)"""'3, 184'1
IU'd ... rand 40 n'fIQ~

It bears ..- 0( tbit f1lf..... San--
'"

Mexican Gold Trail
Lett,... """'tun fro", OUhualn... Jub'
17, 1849 wh,...., It l'IIUr«l1he Mell:k:an
malb. On arrival at V,.... Cnaz, Il ...
handed _ 10 tM BritIah~
Alent. 51.- the BriIWl boal dld not
atop at New Ortt..... It mt.el'ed the
us. "'... at "oblIe. It .... pnopakI
letter with the Br1tWI ahan of one
alUIllnc In manuacript and th<I us. 10
n'fIQ" cImoud by 1M nUlMI'"a1 10.

I

~('

1'0
t~ J '"

1 " - , .",
:;... ..... ,
\~

v

• ~

/.

'" .f", ~

'- "

•

,v

-
San Frandllco

Lett,... belUn .t Pueblo .....
Ange!oa Oet. 12, 18411 IU'd
n"lthe<:! .t San .....aNClIIo Now.
1~ 1849. A 10nI daeriptlw
leIt,... of tM l'IItlre journt!)' or
.bout 2GOO ",Uft.



~Nebri>ska Terri tory K",y 26t.h 1849

Dear "Ite 50 Children All Well ..ee are .. ithin Ten miles at tort Kerney ror­
merly called tort Chiles 1'..0 hundred and firty",iles froDi the lIlaaOUCle River·
'o'ee have Traveled froln fifteen to T'o'enty miles per day - our Teams IS in good
plite and ..ee have pased a grate lIIany teams on the Road and are no" Call1ped 'o'it ­
In sight Of the St Joseph and Independenc Road ..hich is perfectly rull or
Teams _ "ee hearn yester Oay tholt there ..as Twenty rive Hundred Teams had paLed
the fort then and wee think there .. 111 be Thirty Hundred by the tIlle ..(!eqet there
~ollorowe where ..ue Intend leaVIng our letters where they vill be Sent to the
tate. - you 10'11 Ilear Hovmany Teams vIII P<llSS this place this SprIng ror Every

<.,;ompany IS Re<jllstered <lind Ho.. llIany men in Each Company and vhen the tme<jlrantes
<lire all passed It vlll be Published Nodoubt in the .illsourla Republican ~ the
calth at the tmogranta i. <jIood on this Rout But vee h<llve He<llrn of Sever.. l

oe<lltha on the St Joseph Rout - Wee still Have good nuae rro. t.he <;/old
dlggen. _ vee .ett Some .or.on. lind they Silid thilt they had $0_ or the_ bIn In
':he COld ::I1ggin... nd hild dug one dily for i1n Extry Days ..ark $750 Dollars ..ort.h al:t
If they Old not ."1':.100 DaIUra per Day they ..auld Ie/lve /lnd Hunt another pUc

they Had concydrable VI th them but they Did not Say Hov .ucll but they ShO.d Uli
same vhlCh hlld the Gold ilppearilnce --I expect you viII Here "'11)' frIghtful Storys
conserlllnQl t. • elstr.s,i, of t caI/lrOrnIa Eaagrantli ~ BUt Bel lev. th•• not.for
vee belIeve .... viI get ther v thout. any trouble _.y greatest Trouble I' thilt. I

1

.
III soe far from yeu and Exp.ct e further alld the tale t.hat I x .. 't t 010

sent frolll you tills •• rull or rear thilt 1 Shall not See you all ag.dn but 1 Hop"
and t:"llst in God t.hat vee lIIay all live to See and EnjOy the Dless!ng or our peac­
ful tamilly COmpdlly a')ain - be cartul of your Health and thechildrens _! :Should
like the belOt in the '~orld to Hear frail (you 1and if it poslOablc to b. Home vi th
you oJllthoe r alii not Sorry that I am on my ..ay to Calatornia for If r live rexp",ct
to benafltt u" all by the trip - yet it tia the llardest thing thilt I ever Experie­
nced Exccpti ny 1<,>05 11lil our Deer son John - 1 hope you II i J 1 ~e"pe t.he eh i 1d ren iI t
Schaal <1S much "a passable _ 1 ..ash you lIould have Jessee Write me a
letter.ls loon ab you ReceIve this alld Direct hit tu Sanrrancisco C(llaforni" II

3"" Crsuli... Uo.Iseo.Ill letter July 6, 1849and t.he Mormonb digging for <;/old In
Cd 1 i forn i.a on the! r return rrom the Mexican War In thl s collection.
L>i'tter enter8d the mails as per postmark fORT LEAVENh'ORTH MO Jt:NE 14 (1849)
dnd r~ tcc1 X ""vi nn t.hp 10 cpnt "0 t. Cle t.o JIll nois.
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TIlE WESTERN MAILS

Tfll LUU OF GOLD 1849
A FOITT.NItml. ClOSSES TflE I'LAIICS &. TIlE t«lU1n'A1MS

TIM tollowtn. ,.tll I.tten ".u ..rttten by Schuyter Holly to nil ..Ife
beck tn Schadack L.ndtn••R.n••• t..r County.~ York.Th. flr.t two wer.
vTltt.n fro. the .lctnlty of St.Joa.ph.Kl••ourl ht~ ,.t.rtlna point. Th.
othere fra. Fort K..rny. Fort L.rant.,Deer Creek and the t..t froG C.I·
ifornl. in vhtch he ra.lev. bi. o••rland Journey. 9o11y at•••• vivid
de.criptton of the ,robl... and bard.blp of tb. tong Journey to t~ tar
....t. ~ arrt••d at Fort Lar..la On June 26th. the very .... day th,.t
KaJor ••F.Sandereo" bouaht the old fur trade po.t f~ the ""rlc." Fur
Ca.pany for the t1.',Aray.

2 I 7
,
•

I' ~t~t { (.
,V., ....'

,

~ 1'"

"St .Io••p" Ktnoo..rt Kay 17thl849lDellr C....panton t t t.ll y",-, a ·It-I..
about ."1 .Iour...y to It Jonph h.~ very 1'&%1"1 th.r and ..ddt ~otn.

S... day. Salt•••_ 6 tan.d lint of aprIl ,.,d got '0 St .10
14tb(Hay) • the 12th thar boat c... up the ~I,..o~rl river fr~ St
Loul Ith 41 eta ... th,. • It tl,e c.tla:-y (c'K1tar.)" He th.n ny. tbat n.
I. not 11 .nd hAIl he~n "untina cow•• That ha 1. 8 .tl•• fr St Jo .nd
c..ptaln••bout poor tnk and an "olp gohler. 'lui II". 'Iotly th .,.11.
~r to ar..t .11 A..d t.k~ sood cer. of the childr.n and hope. h. ~lll he
,lad ..hen h. , • .,. back. On ''Hay 20th .1" al lea abova St JOSllph" h.
IITtt•••••cond latt.r: " •.•••• t all Aero" th.. "I..od Rtw,r ~ ..,pt In
the Grov. In the indt..n T.rltory ••• to Oaf t f..t Well In iood .perlt•.••
th..r. II • ar.t. ~ny • turnnlng back • the day hefor.... got to St Jo
th..re .... Abo..: tOOlk flv. hundred C..hforniu bac'" to St Louts ..•• t dl~

not ••• Eny Enllne. I•• t knight - on. company t all told h~d .. flR!,t with
them _ .o.e "'tId on both .Id••.••• t .. among the ••v..g••••• th.r. I. 0'.
thlnl ••nln tbat It I•• \<''''& Jo..r "y . t &II know about two t'lou.'(nd
all •• ~to. y~., •• ox." .r. all tt.d up • the guard, ..til .oo~ be ou· •••.
..II I,. w.ll • t ... lv. 10/"83°'1. 26 Ille" .•• and III prl\~c:'er ..1\ Hn....~ •.•••. "
lk>th fOlded I.tten .nt.red the allllll at St •.JOSI!E'H I«>/PAll) X.
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l.ttu' aoov....U VTHt.n fr"l t~. vlclnHy of Fort 'te.rn,. on "Ju...
the tlfth l849". It "u probabl,. c.rd.d b,. a prl ...na put,. to Klna.-"".
~l.1aourl and plec.d In the POlt ofUca on "June 22nd" .. per p,,,t__ rll..
11011,. ..... It•• to hie .. It.: ......"'. ''1'' abo"t two hlIndred and rlfry 1111.1
fro. St Jo••ph I vould Ilk. to alva yell • dllcr.~tloo ot the country but
•••• Hovev.r I ..Ill ..... a t ... of the rlv.r•• BI". and C.d.r _ fo~ _
Pavna • know tt~bar .~e.pt on the Itr all vall •.•. Sof.r hav.
thr_ yo.... of o".n and one yoke of c""a to the ..aggon _ ... h.ve knot loat
."ya. y.t but thau I•• luate -eny lying alona the road D••d :atth.\I·,
ft4v. patt About rlfty Grav•• fro" St Jo to tht. pl..a _ "a ar. o~ the
plain••bout forty ,II •• fro. tort Car...y CC.arny) _ ....hall r.ach thare
about the ••v.nth of the HOnth - ... have had know trouble 4' yat vlth the
Indian. - "e ~ach OUr cattl. knlaht. _ I vached I.. t knIght .... ~.t

ao.& (.. Iara"t) von .v.ry day returnlna haae •..• Jun. 6th ve ere k~ at
the fort Carney thla ,ur,l"a • tor about ten aile.... found Barr.n .and
hili. untlll ... "aached ttl. Plat river vhlch .... abo'lt .Ig"t ..,11... then
It .... h~nd'DGe and 1.vel • the Indian. ,to I. cattl. fro~ a eo.p.ny and
th.y kll five of t'" IndIan•• t &:'lId Hlty gr.ves OUr C.ptaln ..I, on.
hundr'd .nd ftfty .... av.ras. about. tventy ntLe. " da~ _ tie e~~ranta

all pa•• the fort and they ••y thare hal trOll • .,v.,n too Eight thou••nd
t.IL", p.. t the forI. • tharll 11 Dna ~·Jndr .. ~ """'1' k"ow .. lth In tvo fill ... ot
the fort. tht. aft.rnoon va had a v.ry hard rain and ,all _ ve e~"ld

hudb keep OUr eattl. frOll runnIng away., .. we follow up ttl. plat (rlvad
five !lundr.d 1111... klon ve CrGU. , •• 1 e" bound for the gold r..son .... "
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Und.r d.e. of "Jun. ehe 24th 1849 'ndt.n T..rrttory" lIolly .... Iles !'>._, ...
,~..... know .bout. fo.. ty Kile. fro. the fo..t L.raftt, tht•• tda - we
followed up th.. rlae on. ~undr~d a~d II .Ile. and then cro.t the .outh
brench (South Fo..k of t~ Piette live.. ) _ the"e ..e eew , ..at .eny ~ff4low

- V.n e~ot one ••.• About too D.y••fte.. we cro.t t~ pl.t Ove.. tne ~luft4

we C4Se to the ..In .. tv... (No .. th Fo..k of the Pl.tte) _ the..e we c.'pt tor
the kntaht - About One ~lld f ..~ ue ..~ en indian t ..nt _ two oth.....nd
.t••lf .,.nt to t~ t.nt and ._ the f.et of thr". tndian•• w. tbouli:"~

that thar...&I eor•• t~y v•• cov.rd ~p .0 ..e couldoot t.ll how ..n1 ­
th.r. v•• two Dead hor•••• thlrlern dog•• one doa ~d In•• ttck. ttx
aero•• hi. neck .nd on the etlcke ••ort of • basklt - t~a .~Ick..... t.n
feet lona L~ dr.s.d on t~ around (A rravota - a crud. al.dse ..tth pl.t-
to... to draa a load alona the around.Ateo vith hor••~.l ~ ~.ve knot
L.arne _ther .. laranea ktld tt.e- or the)' had a flaht na ehe.... !v••..
one .....hot enot".r ':I)' br-...'ol"'e tbe f1ya. off hta ho ith hta aun .11•
••• fro. too to .1. ar a d.l)' .... tD "·'''r.... - .... ","v. ben" flv. day.
vlthout •••tna .n)' wood u.. buff.low c'>t,.. (d.. t.d ctu",) for .....,d .,d
carr)' vat.r ..tth u•• _ a•• wh.re peopt. !>ave l.ft thefr ..qon••nod ......

J.!,. ,I.

I

rolT l,AI....KU
Folded I.tt.r carrted by a prlv.te party to the Kt ••ourt
Itver. Her. tt .... liven to •• teamboat .nd taken to St.
Loul ••nd pl.ced In the ..Ita "s p<!r "!rrEA!'l 10".

hey. burn.d tl~ • ya.terday ~a ..t o~ team .nd to(two)3en on it. "eturn
_ ~ ••y. th.t the... 11 know fe.d for cattl. beY""'nd t:,a tort(~a..ad·.l •...
thi. la a to"••~ ro.d • the ..olv. howlIng around ev.ry knlg'>t '0 th.t •
par.on cannot .Iaar • Th. _uec.to•••re very I.rg" and thIck - th.y .r••0
':I.d they ••t • per.on .alt up .... ptckee our c,ttl, ,very knt;'>t • we
geth.rd buft.low chtp••nd (aed,) , e.u(d)ge nrou~d th.~(cattlel - Cloud,y
knl.hte $tltl t. the tlma for them - then th.y ....ra.... lhe 26th. - ...
cro.t the l"T~t. river .t knIght - we .te know eampt near the fort - ,
he~rd t~e~ .ay th.t th.re w•• thttty team...aggone gotng back from h,.t ­
feed I. poor • one e~~~y ot forty lo.t ten (cattle?) th.re wae 108' c~p­
any .tarud frOll COlln.yl bluff. th.t had 11O.t all of thalr cattl. etolen
by tha tndtnan•• ve keap clol' w.c~ of Our c.ttl" •••.R~embar.y love to
aU InquIring Fril!nde Your .H.ettn.... husband Scl'uyler ifolly."
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CIOSSI.. THE MOlTH PLAnt llvtl 1849

Seh"y!"r Holly vrtte. ho- to hI. "He 1n Mev YOtl<"'Jut Ite ..
D,:er Cre.. 1l 1 9 re on de.. r cr 1< one hundred .11 " .. at of
tort L.r.. l ••bout Ofte hundr.d .nd ••Y.nty fly••lle. fro- h...r to
ttl. p&e' (South r.•• l Wh5r. ". cro•• ttl. .aunt.in. - I had forlot
to ..ntlon the dl.tenc•• bet....n the plec•• elonl beck In .y I •• t'.tt.u _It. thr•• hundr.d .11•• fr_ St Jo to fon I.rn.y .nd
fro- fort I.rney to fort Ler..l. three hundred end fifty .11•• ­
SIlty .11•• beck the f••d h•• be.n poor • our cettl. Dldnot heve
.ny thtna to e.t of .ny ecount • When ve lot heer ". had to drive
our cettl•• 11 .tl•• up the cr••k for to let feed _ there hal been
100.1 feed her. but it h•• fed of (e.t.n up) ••a.e ha. Drove thelr
cettl. t.n .tl•• up the cr••k • There t. ftve hundred v.~on.

c...pt With in t"o .11.. of hare - lest knight thare. (ve,l • tteln
of forty vealon' "tth ...1., cel.d the plnene.r tr.ln"{P1on•• r"See
below •.• "1'1'1' Dod.on i' in that train •••• two _n h•• ,topt he.r ­
they .1'••goinl back - .••• 1 h.v. nOt tt... to vrHe ,ny .ore· the
..n i ...eting ••••Sehuy"r Holly" . ., •e__e .......

~i..... the PIO~EER LIMt our of St.Loui.,conveying p&••eng~r~ to
:altfo1'nlll,ln organiud "'agon treln.,under ell"'rlenc..<1 Issd.,r,hlp.
et $200 per perlon.The flr't train arrjyed It Fort Keerny on June
8th and It D••1' Cr.ek on July ltd a' reported Jy Holly ebov•• Th.
letter "as t.rrhd elllt by a priVAte pArty .nd plac..d in l'l.....11a
at ''Llnden,1'fIJln,.rl on "Aug 16" And rated "10" c ..nt. collett AI p.r
ponutk.
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SACl.A.'iElm) ClTY.CALtFOl.IfIA 111.49

Tha folded lettar o~

t:~la pela w... pa.t_rltad
.t "SACl.AlUIfJtI CAL Dl!C
2~" 1849 • ju.t 47 d.y•
• ftar tha a.tabll.hftent
of tha po.t offlea on
No....her 8th. It ....
rated "40" e.ntt and th...
routed ..I. P.n.... After
1,,"lng Fort L.r..l ....ry
fev I.tter. "'1" written.
B1 that tt_ the ru.h
.... on to I.t .ero.. the
-.,ont.1 n••nd d...rt.
before the .now elo••d
the pa•••• In the hllh
Starr•••

Roll, wrtt•• to ht...If. that h. land8d In the S.er~nto Valley 'n t~ ~I~ ~

OCtober and e..-nt. "n hit telp .eron the pl.ln" " •••• _ "'''e Iuod n..., (It thO'
hi old tl... of ero"'"1 the pl.ln•.•• But thl. ehlld e.ll. It ero•• ln~ t~

.auntatna for It. nothtnc .I.a .(ne. wa laft Foet Lara.la untlll I"a) 'e.c~.d

the s.cr_nto ...1It, . It he. be", • Lonl .:'" T.ageo-... .1....1' ..... of a ....... t .~v...
aonth. _ ... land.d In the valla, tha thtrtytth Da, of Oct .11 walt - one hundr.d
.~ twanty .Ile. up the rtv.r - tt r.l ...d the .... day W. lOt In the v.lt.y and
than It cl.3red of thr•• Day••nd then It c~n.ed ralnln••~.Ine and h., r.lned
...~rla1 nV~rf d.y .lnea • ~ old Sacr...~to lrlver) IS a cra.y old stre.~ • It
II. In o~ knllht .oae ."Id IS feat. ~r. I. know tra"lt....fter the la.., ••••~n
••t. In • there haa be.n • ,ra.td••1 of .uff..rlns In the .aunt.lns thl' v{nter -
It ..... al,ht to a•• atn ..I..n .nd chtldren Trudl .10"1 d packing ..... t t~y

could with thaoo thr.....,h the ....... fr_ 2 feet to 4 fef.t r eO"lpa..y ~. DI"ld..1
the fIrst day of D.c. _ 4 of ". La{u)nehad ~.. r eO~nev' lboats) In the S"cr&aento
and vaa on the vst.r until the twenty aeeond of D.c. 1 .......Aht Con.d{a) S~ara of
the Ta... We h.v. h.d ...rry load Luek ..Ith our T~. - Is..c ,at In wit' .11
his c.ttl••••• Hccul.,. .nd 1 lo.t our cOWs - thate vaa but tht.a "~'I. te~. In
OUr tral .. th.t COlt through· t.aae .nd Heauly ..ent to f.ather river for th.ra
I. lold ~d ~.k. know ~(.t.k ••••• l ...e &~ ha. taken. Load of pro"Iar~~a ,~,~t

.....~ty .Il.s And ~~y are to ha..a ~."an hundr.d DollAr. ~oe It • Thar~ la not

....ch • doln, In the .Ines know _ thou that ,ot hare early In t~l~ ";,\alln hu
do"" ",II _ va .... On, _nth to lat. - large COIIpany. DI:I not tr....1 n.ar •• tut
•• a~tll _ It va••,ton.ahlnl to ••• naad c.ttl~ and horse. and ~lea • I ha...
eOUnt.d 20 and 30 ba.d In On. plac. dead - t .hould knot ad~l.n .ny of .y frIend'
to CO'H by L.nd foe tt I. Lona tellgou. route - 1 h.ve tnvel.d throui!h t .... nu.t
..h.r. It ..aa up to the hub of tha w'gon - .000e Oays W4 could kn~t tr.vel On t ....
aCCOU'lt of tha d'1H _ the catth ..ould get .0 choacked up ..tth the dun that they
eould .cae.ly be.ath • It I. knot gold~.t aye ~en - und.ratand •••••• tOQ ~.n of
the eOllpa~y"'as tltad .lnc.... got I~ the valey •••• " Holly then eOOll'll.nts on the
hIgh co.t of II.. lng and that he ..nuld 11k. to s•• hiS f~lly. That they .hould
writ••nd I.t ht~ know how hI. affalT' are going In Illln01 •. He rlos•• with:
"[ ... a gotng up to the IIln.. _ thay Illy that they.re a lIal1lng It oute In blS
chuncll. (Sold) ••.•. "
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CAJ,lFORNIA 6. OIlEG(lN stACE LINE

The CAL lFORNIA 6. OP.EGON COAST OVERLAND KA IL COl'lPAN'i bought the atock
and property of the California Stage Company from J.D.Carr in 1870.The
owners were Jared L.Sanderson,Bradley Barlow,Charlas C.Huntley,and J.W.
Parker, with Sanderaon being the principal OWner. Thus J.L.Sanderson Ii.
Company. They ran a ttna of ata8a.,carrying the U.S.Hail. and Walla
Fargo Exprala, batveen Radding.Californta and Rol.burg,Oragon, with
haadquartatl at Ytaka,Caltfotnla. Tho ltne included thra. branch••
includ.~g ~~hland,Jackaonvtlle,Shaata,TowerHouse,Trlnlty Canter,Etna,
Callahan's,For~ Jonel and Weaverville. The tot .. l distance covered wal
410 ..0 ....
l1>ey alao operated a II ..... of Itagel on the Santa Fe Trall between
Kanl.. City and Santa Fe under the n_ of BARLOW 6. SANDERSON SlXlTHERN
OVERLAND MAIL. 6. EXPRESS COHPAN'i.The \l.S.Stone lilted On the COVflr shown
above was alao the paymaater and a•• t.tant .uperintandent for Barlow 6.
Sander.on on the Sante Fe run,
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