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——— —, HINCKLEY & CO.'S EXPRESS
| This express was established by C.S5.Hinckley and
‘E-'ﬂ“ STAGE cﬂ.lf | John A.gzwerl early in 1860 - probably ﬁpri%'. They
'ﬂ P'| operated between the mining camps in the gold
cchtthMt:NTAHT region and Denver. At Denver they connected with
£ the WESTERN STAGE COMPANY as well as THE CENTRAL
- >:, = e AL jl QVERLAND CALIFORNIA & PIKES PEAK EXPRESS COMPANY.
. S iy e E They continued to operate until about 1867,
. A 1 The cover above was picked up by Hinckley in one
= “" 1, 1508 b i e of the mining towns and carried into Denver whera
g { e )r”c o7y 4{5 they turned it over to the C.0.C.&P.P.EXP, Thence
(Bl Ne — s via stage to SAINT JOSEPH where it was placed in

the U.S.mails on June 9th as per postnark.

WESTERN STAGE COMPARY

This express and stage
company originated in Ohio
and gradually moved west
into Indian,Illinois, Towa,
Nebraska and Kansas..They
operated into the 1880's.
See complimentary pass
for 1866.above.

Cover below originated at GEORGETOWN,CAL.FEB 3 (1861) and was routed "Overland via Central route".
It was carried by via the Chorpenning route to Salt Lake City and thence to Denver wvia the J.M.
Hockaday Company, both of them had the mail contracts at that time. On March 25,1861 Hinckley

picked up the letter at the Denver Post Office and delivered it to Cyrus Carpenter in one of the
mini=g towns.
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"MOUTH OF CHERRY CREEK
Nov 18th 1858"

"Gov Denver
Dear Sir, Our party arrived here day before yesterday having been detained
by poor cattle and now a fortnight beyond the time I anticipated. It is by far the
longest and worst route we could have come and I would never advise any one to try
the route by Bents Fort.The settlers before we arrived had elected a Representative
and Delegate to Congress and at the upper city (Auraria 7) there is some talk of not
recognizing the Off{cers appointed by you but T think that with caution and prudence
all trouble will be avoided, The trouble will arise {f any from the Lawrence crowd
here. I wrote from Bents Fort requesting your assistance in having a treaty made at
once with the Arrapahoes and Cheyennes and the settling of the question of Indian
titles. That Gold exists in suuficient quantities to payss:sss..7 and that the emig-
ration will be great is now beyond a doubt, The position of the Indians is now semi
hostile and unless something is done this winter I fear that we shall have trouble,
The surveys of the country as soon as bought(from the Indians) ought also to be
forced along as fast as possible and a Land office established. There {s a large
quantity of good land near the mountains - some very fine indeed........But one
thing 1s certain that this country will within the next year require more attention
than any other portion of the Country.......,..There is now at least 500 people on
the Platte - perhaps more. No work doing for {t 1s too cold to prospect. and very few
claims are opened., But all unfite in saying that the Cold is here beyond a doubt and
I shall try & send you a specimen of {t. Old John S. Smith the mountaineer is here
settled and says that prospects are as good as they are herz for one hundred miles
north. On the Arkansas near Puablo (Pueblo) - T have prospected and found good color
on the surface of the Bars, On the whole the view for the future i{s very favourable
for the commencement of a new country. The people and the country are rough but
the c¢lass of emigrants is much better than it was in California and very little
drinking and no gambling perhaps for want of money but I think not. Please remem-
bar us about the Indi{an treaty. It is needed very much indeed. The bearer of this
- Mr Parkinson{William) of S5t.Louis will give you much {nformation about matters.....
Piease forward any letters 1 may have under envelope to Fort Laramie - to care of
Express Messenger to Cherry Creek.......H.P.A,.Saith."
R e R

H.P.A.Smith was one of three "county officers" sent out by James W. Denver, Governor
of the Kansas Territory., Smith was a member of the "Leavenworth party" which arrived
at the mouth of Cherry Creek on November 16,1858, two days before the letter was
:rttten and four days before the Denver City Company adopted its Constitution on Nov,
2nd. -

The "Lawrence crowd",mentioned above, had come out from Kansas and organized the St.
Charles Town Company on September 25,1858, Most founders returned to Kansas before
winter set in and left only three members in charge of the site - Charles Nichols,
Wa.McGaa and John S.Smith. On the arrival of the Leavenworth party in November they
organized the Denver City Town Company and jumped the St., Charles claim. Previous to
this the Aurardia Town Company had staked out their claim on the opposite bank of
Cherry Creek on November lst,On April 3,1860 Auraria became part of what {s today
the City of Denver - named after General James W.Denvar.

John Simpson Smith was a Mountain Man, fur trapper, Indian trader and interprater .,
Ha entered upon the fur tarde about 1826 by joining a party of trappers and going
to the Upper Missouri for beaver.However, most of his life was spent i{n the Indian
trade, having married an Indian woman and having several half-breed children.
Because of this he became very conversant in several languages of the plains
Indians and was in much demand by the Indian Agents and the military as an iterpre-
ter.Smith was an officer and member of the Auraria and Denver City Town Companies
as well as the St.Charles Company. He was born at Frankfort,Kentucky in 1810 and
died on an Indian reservation June 29,1871.
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THE BEGINING OF THE CITY OF DENVER

H.P.A.Smith and the Leavenworth party started for the Gold Region and
the "Mouth of Cherry Creek"on October 1,1858, On October 10th,James W.
Denver resigned as Governor of the Kansas Territory. Smith, not know-
ing this, sent the above letter by Mr.Wm.Parkinson to Lecompton,K.T,
where the acting Governor, Hugh S.Walsh, forwarded it, along with one
other letter, to Denver who had assumed the position of Indian Commiss-
foner, which he had formerly held, in Washington,See second letter,as
well as the transmital lettar by Walsh.
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H.P.A.Smith sends James Denver a sample of GOLD from Cherry Creek as a gift from
John S.Smith mueh 1ike the example shown. The original specimin had been removed
and is no longer with the letter.The EXEXUTIVE DEPARTMENT,K.T. envelope contains
Gov.Walsh's transmital letter relating to the transfer of the governorship from
Walsh to Sam Medary, under date of "LeCompton K.T. Dec,29,1858", Smith's letters
are shown on this and the opposite page.



October 28, 1858 (envelope entered mails at Pacific City lowa on Dec 4)
South Platte Near the Rocky Mountains (now Denver)
My Dear Woman (future wife Maggie),

Again | have the pleasure of meeting with an opportunity of sending you a few lines. An
officer of the army at FL. Keamey, who came out with us retumns tomorrow and will take
our letters there & mail them from which place the mail runs once a week to the states.

We reached our place of destiny yesterday, and our little party of nine met with a very
favorable reception. We were more highly favored than any parties who came into the
country you will probably wonder who was here to honor us so much. Wells tis two old
mountaineers who have lived in the mountains for 27 years & traded with the Indians
(William McGaa, aka “Jack Jones™ and John Smith) Afier we had camped near them they
came over and invited us all to come over and invited us to come over 1o their lodges (of
the Indian stile) and cat a nb with them we readily assenied and about dusk all went over
and found every preparation in readyness for us. The Lodge door was raised and we
politely shown seats around the fire which was in the center of the lodge. There one of his
squaw wives (Wenona) was called and after a little conversation between them in Indian
She withdrew & appeared with a large tin vessel containing a warm whiskey toddy
sugared & spiced to the highest flavor. Of course we all partook, some more & some less
(suffice it to say I didn’t get drunk) after spending near an hour listening to our hosts
history of themselves and enjoying an interesting conversation. Wenona again appeared
at the Lodge door & spoke a few words in Indian we were invited to step into the dinning
lodge which we did and were seated around a round table spread on the carpet of dressed
skins headed off & placed in the in the center of the lodge, we were then asked if we
would be helped to some of the dog to which as a matter of courtesy we all consented.
Our friend then helped our plates stating that it was a young dog & noble fellow but that
he had met with no parties for whom be had so much respect as he had for us and this
animal he had prepared for our reception feast. And Mag much to my astonishment it
made a fine dish. Our plates were also served with Antelope & Buffalo but the Dog was
really the best of the 3 dishes (enough of this).

We are located on the South Platte near the point (8 miles) from where the stream comes
through the Mountains. The principal Range of the Rocky Mountains is about 25 miles
from us but the range is called the Black Hills is from 6 to 8 miles from where we are
camped the tops are now covered with white caps of snow and the higher peals are
constantly encircles with clouds you can have no idea of the picturesqueness of the view.
The tops of some of the peaks seem 1o reach almost to the skies. | seen the mountains
over 100 miles before we reached here and now what is called pikes peak 80 miles distasty
doesn’t look to be more than 10 or 15 miles off. It is one of the highest peaks. [ i

going up into the mountains prospecting during the winter if it don"t get too cold. Haven™t
mined any yet and there can’t be much done at this winter on account of the water
freczing up. | regret now that | did not return to Ohio as intended and came out in the
Spring. For that will be as soon as any mining can be done to advantage and Mag you



cant imagine how much I want to see you and have a long conversation for writing is but
a poor answer at best. Tomorrow [ start out on a prospecting tour will be gone 4 or 5 days
will follow up cherry creek into the mts. Probably you can see our locality on the map yet
1 don’t know as tis laid down by that name. | will send you a specimen of the gold found
here it is said to be the virgin gold & worth $20 pr ounce, the coarse gold or quartz rock
has not yet been discovered. Well may visit my parents frequently | know ma will always
be glad see you and your presence will fill the place of vacamcy caused by my absence
she now frets over my absence but ere long 1 expect to return to you all more independent
in circumstances than when [ left.

Our man cries out for letter & am forced to close. Mag write often and direct your letters
%ato Ft. Kearney and ' to F. Laramie Nebraska Ter in order that [ may get some of them
with a tear in my eye I bid you goodby and remain

Thine & Thine only, Pink (E.P [Pinky] Stout)
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Pre-Colorado Territory: Cherry Creek 1859

Putting Togcther Colorado Territory

lwwe # PreColonds Termitony 156 - 7% Coslomaln Eapissas Cusia

Kansas T:rﬂtoty
Cherry Creek 1839 (Denver)

Cherry Creek was a location rather than a specific
settiement. It referred to the area encompassed by
the Denver City and Auraria town sites.

Letter and envelope from E.P. "Pinkie” Stout, Stout
had arrived in Denver on October 26, 1858. He was
one of the original stockholders in Auraria Town
Company and the first president of the Denver City
Town Company, A street in downtown Denver was
named after him in 1859. The location of his home
until 1861 is highlighted an map to the nght.

Page 1 of 1

Other covers in this section:
Select...

Click to see larger version

Original letter of E.P. "Pinkie™ Stout mentions:

“Minérs are making from 3 te 10 dol per day and speculators
like miyseif are making twao or three Himes that amount...

The emigration is coming in continually and our tewn s bullding
almost ke 3 San Francisco, It already contalns one church
buiiding, one theater, an opera or ball room, any amount of
liguor and gambling saloons and ang of two HHs [whore houses]
or assignation houses which are to be supplied from Mesfco and
5t. Lowis and Cincinmats

Enclosed please find a specimen of [gold] dust which I give o
sweet little Cora and fell het Pinkie sent i, There is about
anough to make hér 8 ring - just one dol worth | took from a
few pans of dirt a few days ago while triying my hand washing, ™

«<PREVIOUS | NEXT=>=>

= 200G - 2008 FREDERICK 1. MAYER FOUNDATION & Rights Reservied

http://www.coloradoterritory.org/period1/pl_cherrycreek.asp 3/2372008
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The cover above bears the second earliest type I handstamp of the LEAVENWORTH CITY &
PIKES PEAX EXPRESS CD./APR 30 (1859). It originated at Stouts, Ohic on April 15th.
Although the cover i{s routed "By way of Fort Larimia, it was carried by the L.C.& P.P.
EXP.,via the Republican River route. SEE MAP. Auraria and Denver City were located on
Cherry Creek and what i{s now the City of Denver. E.P.Stout,to whom the cover is addre-
ssed, arrived at Cherry Creek with a party from Omaha on Oct.26,1858 and he became the
first president of the Denver City Town Company. Cover below bears the type II hand-
stamp,which replaced the type I,sometime in June or July 1859.1t contains the names of
the owners - JONES & RUSSELL'S PIKES PEAX EXPRESS CO./DENVER CITY DEC 29 1839. It was
carried to Leavenworth City via the Platte River route where it arrived Jan.5,1860.
Thence via the regular mails to Springfield,Vermont.
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ILLUSTRATED MAP covar
shows the routes from

the Missour{ to Cherry
Creek and the Plkes Peak
Gold Regions in what was
then the Kansas Terrfitory,
Cover contains letter
under date of Oct.3, 1859
and was carried oitside
of the mails or in another
envelope,

NEBRASKA CITY,N.T. Post Office established as Table Creek and changed to NESRASKA
CITY on March 14,1855,Founded by S.F.Nuckolls in 1854, It became an {mportant
trading center on the Missour{ river in Otoe county. Tllustrated map cover baars
the corner card of Hawke & Nuckolls who were sscond in overland freighting only
to Russel]l ,Majors & Wadell. Cover below contains a letter asking Nuckolls to

"“get Russell to pay one of them notes....send me the other with his (Russe11)
objecti{ons so I can collect it from J.H.Russell (son of Wa.H.) when he returns
from the Pikes Peak Gold mines." Wm.H.Russell was noted for signing notes but not

for prompt pay!
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WARSAW. Stern-wheeler of 457 tons. Built at Madison, Indiana in

1858. Operated in the Upper Mississippi trade for the Keokuk Packet
Company until she was lost in 1866.

Cover is from the Fleming correspondence and was postmarked
at Warsaw, [linois on July 11, 1860. It is addressed to Denver City,
Jefferson Territory, where it was picked up at the Post Office by
HINCKLEY & CO'S EXPRESS on July 24, and delivered to Fleming who
was prospecting for gold.

At this time Denver was in the Kansas Territory and the people
were seeking separation and the establishment of Jefferson Territory.
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WARSAW, Cover used by Fleming. from the mines in the vicinity of Denver, to mail
a letter back home. [t was picked up by HINCKLEY & CO'S EXPRESS and delivered
to the CENTRAL OVERLAND CALIFORNIA & PIKES PEAK EXPRESS COMPANY in

Denver on June 28, tmnmmmmmwmmumw
where it entered to U.S. MAILS,
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TYPE I

-
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Cover was carried by the C.0.C. & P.P.Express from
Central City,via Denver vhere it vas backstamped
and forvarded to ATCHISON KAS/NOV 18,1862, vhere
it entered the U.S.mails as per postmark.

-

4
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Cover shown bears the only recorded example of Type II of THE CENTRAL OVERLAND
AND CALIFORNIA & PIKES PEAK EXPRESS COMPANY/DENVER.C.T.and it is not a modifi-
ation of the CALIFORNI DENVER CITY K.T. handstamp,because that device survives
at the Colorado Historical Society.In Type I there isno "A" in Ccaliforni. In
Type II it has been added.Although the marking has been faintly struck, the
letter before the C.T. is the "R" of of DENVER,which is followed by a period This
spacing arragnement would not permit the word CITY K.T.,which apparently was
droped.The latest recorded use of the DENVER CITY,K.T.Type I is "September 12,
1861"- almest two months before the use of Type II.By this time the C.0.C.& P.P.
was on the verge of bankruptcy and on March 21,1862 it was sold at auction:to Ben
Holladay,who was the largest creditor and owner of the OVERLAND MAIL CO.,which
held the U.S.Mail contract between Atchison and Pacific coast.



7 =
Lo Shy R batrad é% /41,4.,./4,0 St SEG s
. S o mhrite 5,;/—
M'M&J : A
" ! FZ. /JN A RPL R P ﬁc.ﬁtﬂ ll-r:ﬂ -
: ﬁ‘) ud;-nl,j d Al s ,(fiqf—';-:.p('-' re AV /g.-;nzif‘q ""’(b/
f;-n:u{- -/c: ) ofeecimi o oy 2o 5{ ol linir Tens' o ag
-‘f/"ﬁ.'-rl-tc.ﬂ f 'pé ff‘—mpéi_f e = j‘ i:-r":(
A :{ 04'74; &> d'fm—:}msa r?-r‘_%za .f;fiwﬂ”
== v W mdlre tesel my sy el ezt (:nnyl'_.«j e et e
/& W T

:-m 4-.(' z/'{ﬁ é:v-f.q & ﬂ?’arﬁwf s srecee Rl 77.-‘-&:- 5
’mr e L BT S Af‘.:r .t {;;:;/JU ey :;o-p-; e f-'-a«aﬁ-.gz }’%‘li:nf
n:_;' CGags feo wele al ;ol",’-.-u.».e...t: af ﬂ-% P eslles ¥
Ko Chacx ¢'" 7:«4# & prass pFT 'd.hqrc??- 4'.1}.-4};.7 ”3 ffw')
_-?‘ae/(anuoc[t. 7B

ft' l',f. ff.;:l.i!’-d; ‘?lt,t..uq.ht'.'.f A; Aooree O '(4‘.'(; (J'.r-t—'(',(?',

r

P

Ao fBimetss Sfsoraty -ﬂff_l/.a. Qe te . L adin e ol 4 o/ Foproir
r v T e " ;'.’

LeecZlr ool s . }ua-et} oy Py é-,('_t }; sl Ay il )

.A-t { f‘# Xpees ’,"ie.r r(-’{e(-' (Z.—c(f -a{i; f.t.ﬂ'(('_ ;-‘. ;x--{:.a- !": ek gt

4 -, L T ——
:"&: ’;‘16 /"!rlﬂ-'rfr cer | CPoitddels M it MoV G »-u..?J Pt it mpel ) Eva adf.'

Letter written from Central City,Colorado Territory "November 10,1861"
which mentions a house that was bought "back of C.0.C.& P.P. Ex Cooffice”
and then goes on to describe the fire that burned Nevada City and threat-

end to burn Central City...."We have had a very destructive fire in Nevada
City.The fire originated in the Pineries on head of fall river and from
thence it extended to the Hill on North side of Nevada Gulch.It caught in
the heart of the Town and burnt every House except two on North side of Nevada
Gulch that is from two buildings above Morton's Hall down to nearly the mouth
of the Gulch.It also burnt up 65000 or 70000 feet of Lumber for you.The fire
than run over towards Eureka Gulch and down "Capital Hill" nearly to Central

City.The fire fell l1ike rain in Central City for about 3 Hours.Every person
thought that our Town would burn......" C.W.Wyan"®
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COLORADO GOLD RUSH

SPANISH BAR C.T. Post Office established December 13,1860
in what vas then the Kansas Territory.Name changed to FALL
CREEK,CLEAR CREEK CO. in 1933 and discontinued in 1943 .The
Cover above bearing the manuscript postmark "Dec 23d 64" is
from the SHAVER Gold Rush correspondence.Cover below bears
the Type I handstamp - no year date,but about 1866 or later.
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AURARTA KANSAS TERRITORY
AURARTA The post office was established January 18,1859 while in. the Kansas
Territory. Its first postmaster was Henry Allen who was an off{cer of the
Auraria Town Company. Although the Post Office Department established the
post office they didnot establish a mail route. This was left up to the
postmaster. The cover shown above is postmarked in the hand of Henry Allen
as far as this editor {s concerned. What mail he handled was taken to the
express office in Denver City. It is known that the express company charged
25¢ per letter plus the U.,S.postage, although this writer has never seen a
cover which indicates this additional charge. Auraria became part of Denver
City on Feb.11,1860, Cover above bears the earliest recorded postmark of
"Auraria K.T. June 15 1839",

i O

AURARIA K T
AUG gy 1854

SIPA L




. Tock Box 1843,
TERY IR, - COLORATO,

Dexvir, Cotn, Fen 18, 18Ry

T the Members of the Rocky Meuntain Deicctroe Assaciation :

Your special attention i hereby calied 1o the necesity of
muﬂ:ﬁ&mmﬁhm&xm\thhchnt_{
criminals known as horse and cantle thicves.

The President and Superintendent of the Association has
been appointed as the detective for the Colorado Cattle Growers
Association, and will make a specialty of thar department of
detective work, and will expect the members to do the sime,
and upon reccipt of any evidence or Bcts going 0 prove a
criminal Gise 1o At once repeort the ssme to the Supenntendent
Ik }. Cook, aml wct with him in perfeciing the circumstances
and evidence for court purposes. Shall also secure the names
and description of such men in your district as sre supicioned
of crookel work, aml as son as possible report the same to




THE WESTERN MAILS

seivaiEWrc

COKEVILLE, LINCOLN COUNTY ,WYOMING.
Post Office vas established October

7 | 12,1877.Located in southwvest Wyoming
" ﬁ & about Bmiles northwest of the inter-

3 B2t ) section of the Wyoming,Idaho and Utah
P it state lines.Real photo post cards of
Lot et the village used D ecember 10,1910.The
way it was. It is now a town of over
500 population.

main Srager Contvig e Wys §
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS & COLORADO REPUBLICAN.

The opposition papers in the Territorial DAYS of
Denver. Cover above postmarked at BOULDER C.T.
about 1861 in red. There is one other cover bear-
ing the same corner card and same 3 cent 1857 stamp.
The R.M.News was established by W.N.Byers in 1859,
when he brought the first printing press to Denver.

Thomas Gibson,who had formerly worked for Byers,
established the COLORADO REPUBLICAN in May of 1861.
It was the first daily paper in Denver. Both were
Republican papers.

The lover cover 1s a
fine usage of a
commerclal patriotic
from DENVER C.T.DEC
[1861].The follow
is extracted from
enclosed letter:
“"There nhas been no
fighting in this Terr-
itory with the excep-
tion of a company of

> : Secish[Confederates]
— e ® who were on their way
to the States to joln

o e
=

Secession forces -
they came across a
government supply
train and undertook
to capture it,.[but]
the train was well
guarded...and they
wvere captured....
The Editors of the
two papers have for a
long time been eat-
ing one another

through their papers 'olorado  Mepublican, - _
...the News getting PAILY 28D WEEKLY __fé e & T
the worst of the game." Benver Otey. e

FLAIN A FARAY ’
PLAIN AND FANAY o W rzeadei

Job Printing 7 A

aggarr S
OF EVEIY IRSCHITTION d
Vipspiaptly Jlseouted,

7 - . : ‘}- |:
Pl s, Peas. (o Cﬁ;"""}""" - s Es




Ww Tork Ofiew - No. L VESEY ST, Avtor Houe

//;::r/ if')é'ﬂ " 2 / /
are'ﬁ,zfaf /’f/'/if/

hu-.r/
7 "/ N KMI!J .{.np 1//5 "z)—’b.yff /
/M 7~ P x% ﬂ P i pe. /.-&.s//ﬁ—m 7 owe
Me‘zd/ﬁrm ﬂ'q’/ ﬁz/Aﬂ “Q’J"‘df

s — ' YA B -' ' >
eams Bawyans T g r A e, = =k
BlLLs I')l' LADIRG B
Pm;ﬂﬂirc_tlfmm.hum %%anf OS5

W Gf_r('ft A = AN S




BONDED ABSTRACTER PHONE TA 4-5410

Eowarp M. BeouGHER
ATTORNEY AT LAW

GRINNELL, KANSAS

September 26,1961

Mr.Lee Cornell
Petroleum Geologist
Orpheum Buflding
Wichita 2,Kansas

Dear Lee:

Was certainly glad to receive the Monument station cover. To my knowledge this
is the earliest letter received by a settlement or post in Gove County,Kansas.
Or rather what is now Gove County,Kansas.

The Initials in the address on this letter are not the initkals of any individual
but are the initials of the title of the officer responsible for the Post Commisary
and mean "Acting Commissary Stewart".

The first post return of Fort Monument Was made in August of 1867 and under remarks
Capt.John B.Connyngham,Company I.38 th Infantry,Commanding Post and Company A.A.Q.M.
and A,C.S. (meaning Company Acting Assistant Quartermaster and Acting Commissary
Stewart) had this to say. "There are no post returns showing the date of the
establishment of this post. The present commanding
officer arrived Jugy 14 th,1867,relieving 1 st Lt.
D.1.Ezekiel then commanding Company [ 38 th Iaf.
1 st Lt,Ezekiel with his company relieved Lt.Nolan
7th Cavalry,who had previously occupied the post with
his treop.
This post is situated on the Smoky Hill stage route
in the State of Kansas Ninty(90) miles west of Ft.Hays
and Forty-seven(47) miles East of Ft.Wallace.

No Post office has been established at the post Communicati
-ns addressed "Monument Station,Kansas™ are received with
some regularity by the way packet which 1s carried upon
the Coach of the United States Express Company."

I would judge due te the fact that the letter states Care of Overland Despatch
Company,that this letter was mailed in the latter part of 1866 or the 1 st part of
1867 since Butterfield Overland Despatch sold out to Holiday in the fore part of
1867 or latter part of 66 and evidently the line was still going under the name

of Butterfield Overland Despatch when this letter was written. In 1867 while
Hbliday operated the stage route he called it United States Express Company and
then Wells Fargo and Company purchased the route and stages from him and

it was known as Wells Fargo Express Co, This letter evidently came over the

route while the route was owned by D.A.Butterfield and while it was known as
Butterfield's Overland Despatch.

My guess is that Lt.Nolan of the 7 th Cabalry who was statloned there at the time
was the recipient of this létter. He was the 1 st commander of the pest. It could
have been Lt.David [.Ezekiel,who preceeded Connyngham as Commander and A.6.5. at
the post. Wish there was a date on the letter we could tell exactly.

Ft.Monument or Monument Station was abandoned in July of 1868 and the troops
under Connygham were sent to Monument Station{0On the Railroad) just west of
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BUTTERFIELD'S OVERLAND DESPATCH

This freight and forwarding company was organized by D. A. Butterfield in 1864, It rapidly developed into
major competition with Holladay's Overland Mail and Express Company, carrying mails as well as freight,
although it did not have a LS. Mail contract. The route was from Leavenworth along the Kansas and the
Smaoky Hill rivers to Denver. [t was short lived as Butterfield sold out to Holladay in March of 1866. The cover
shown on the opposite page is the only known example bearing a manuscript directive carried over this
route - viz "Care Overland Despatch Company” - from Fort Riley to Monument Station, Cover shown above
originated at Fort Union, New Mexico, It was probably carried over the Santa Fe Trail to Kansas City and
thenee to Monument Station via the Smoky Hill route,
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Letterhead and illustrated envelope of the Butterfield Overland Despatch used
from New York on September 23, 1865,
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GOLD IN THE BLACK HILLS!

On August 3,1874, Army Scout*Charley Reynolds,road into Fort Laramie with
startling news that gold had been found in the Black Hills by the Custer ex-
ploring expedition. The news swept like wildfire and started the stampede
to the Black Hills - the hills held sacred to the Indians.The land that had
been set aside by two treaties for the red man's hunting grounds forever.

CHEYENNE AND BLACK HILLS

'AGE CO’S EXPRESS,

wilmor, Sallsbury S Poatriok.
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TREASURE EXPRESS
CHEYENNE & BLACK HILLS EXPRESS was organized by F.D.Yates in 1876. The
first run was on February 2,1876 from Cheyenne,W.T.to Custer City,D.T.
via Red Cloud Agency,Nebraska. Ten days later Yates sold out to Gilmer,
Salisbury and Patrick,who extended the route to Deadwood,D.T. via Fort
Laramie,W.T. On October 1,1878 Patrick withdrew from the partnership
and on May 15,1883 Gilmer and Salisbury sold out to Russell Thorpe Sr.,
who con inued to operate the line until they closed and went out of busi-
ness.The last stage left Cheyenne on February 19,1887. Cover above used
from Deadwood May 5,1877. Below from Rochford,D.T.to Custer City.

* "Lonesome" Charley Reynolds killed at the battle of The Little Big Horn
June 25,1876.




THE WESTERN MAILS

A . = - ﬁ'.'? |
1. WATERS, Llamlﬂ.:- FOSWILLLA TAVIOR, AP SICKOLLS,  WLENYG TALPS 1

. T wesdeala o smren iy e
DUAMONSS PRARLS, Stprape & Connision 137 250 625 75 nrmren ™ Gentrdl B

" Bubles, Water, - ole. . 3
Jaidy s, b, bk s P MERUNANTHE, it b i) | Gremses i, Goncrins sts, | g, Silen"sapplio.
T b, o bl ErevEYsy vasengme. IKDDY =R KT e LT = LEA wd e —— -

T L TN M, CRAL MeDoy y 5 - = z
1'“.“. 'm .,‘urhu"" [ o, I:_EI‘EPE — -_n_'..“..:u:-m-
(e Pt W b RRICLTEN RATHS, Greceriss aad Ligwer; TXQ - ORS CIGARS
WANE RIS -umu.ﬂ_.-..l' o P0 et tig x| Ol casimet Tibearrs, “'}_E, =
P —— Foprsan Pategy CHETRAMA - - BalBTa. o b 1 oppin Waws Biat. U sioei Bassts

WOLGEERA & 0O OITERAINdae. T TIEPERAOR . P X CAVALLL FOHRD HOUSE,

H'..!Elll'l Dapt, gor 2 cou RATES (O ey, Coffraia Gigtr Stare, e b

e Pliadubinp. ® < "

4 — - TR BTE Al if'.l,‘;‘_ j‘i?'_[‘!‘m Ces P70 e Wiy W, ELFOln g,
ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂnh_l-" Baewws e el S — S e v R g Bl Cpriaea - - Pamewy, Y e

.l-_l-ﬂl“:ﬂ.’ . ﬂl'l-:l'l'l'- NIEI .l_lint. W.H. PAETE  SALTIE BARVETY,
#& M;H._, L 1“:'1'5*.1‘-‘..3 Groteries, Proviigns, Watcsmaber s Jewsier lﬁ!ﬁ_&?l u

- v Lee¥ SERSTY "3 T
e LIQUORE. P

— i B T T

v
A
W

B +i—_ = NI L D]
| ¥
\,&\
L"
~
-
IR
'.w‘\-
N
"~

weo oxdd ‘ )
- e e
CHEYENNE "MAGIC CITY OF THE PLAINS."

CHEYENNE ,Laramie Co.,Wyoming Territory, vas selected as a site fora terminal
and supply base for the building crews of the UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD on July 4,
1867 by Grenville M.Dodge. He named the camp after the Cheyenne Indians and
almost over nite it became a town of 4000 people.The rails reached Cheyenne on
November 13th and by the spring of 1868 the population had dropped to 1500 as
the railroad pushed its way west,With the establishment of Wyoming territory
July 29,1868 it became the capitol and by 1881 the population was 4500.CHEYENNE
was a UNION PACIFIC CITY FROM THE DAY OF ITS INCEPTION.

There are no year dates on the two Dakota covers,letters or postmarks. The one
with the blue postmark,to Mrs.Post,bears a penciled date "5 - 3 - 68" is most
likely taken from the letter - not present.This is about 3 months before Wyoming
became a territory.The cover to Mr.Guy has a letter,but no date.lHowever the
following extract under date of "Cheyenne June 26" helps year date it :"..every
one is on the move...Cheyenne has plade out and all most every body left now -
the front of excitment is farther west so goes this country - built a Citty one
month and abandon it the next...Ransom®”. The discovery of gold in the Black
Hills and the railroad contributed to the regrowth & the Cheyenne/Deadvoad

was the beast route from the gold fields to the Union Pacific Railroad.
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POST OFFICE vas established on Aug.22,1867 in Laramie Co.,
Dakota Territory as CHEYENNE CITY,but the word CITY was not
used in the first postmarks as shown here.After Wyoming
became a territory July 29,1868, The second postmark,shown
here did use CITY - “CHEYENNE CITY WYOQ JUN 20" 1878.In 1888
the CITY vas again dropped and became CHEYENNE as it is today
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Cheyemne franny RS CHEYENNE & BLACK HILLS STAGE & EXPRESS ROUTES
/ DURING THE TERRITORIAL DAYS OF DAKOTA & WYOMING.
— ' #apd Cily MAP SHOWS THE STAGE STATIONS WITH POST OFFICES.
rryl Fi.

————

CHUGWATER FEB 8 1884 WYOMING. P.0O.
established June 12,1872 in what
vas Laramie Co. - now Platte Co.

BORDEAUX , WYOMING

Post Office was estab-
lished Feb.16,1877 in
what was then Laramie
Co.Now in Platte Co.

It vas a stage station
on the Cheyenne/Dead-
wood route,built by
James Bordeaux in 1867
as a trading post and
ranch, 14 miles north
of CHUGWATER. P.0O. was
discontinued in 1939,
Cover shown was used to
ENGLAND in 1883 .




THE WESTERN MAILS

Evas —— > e --
—_ w iy 4-.' - - _-"‘u
Rusxing WATER STAGE STATION

From a shrach by E E Sirvem

DAVIS RANCH WYO
JAN 19 1883.P.0.
established Nov.
3,1873,in Laramie
Co.Same as NINE
MILE as shown on
map.Name changed
to HORSE CREEK on
Jan.21,1908.

CHEYENNE & BLACK
HILLS STAGE &
e EXPRESS ROUTES.

GOODWIN'S RANCH
SEP 30 1881 WYO-
MING.P.0.estab-
lished May 16,
1879.Discontin-
ued Oct.24,1884.
Y 7 Same as FAGANS
{ on map.Located
in Laramie Co.
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HAT CREEK Post Office was
established at the stage

station on Feb.2,1877.0n
Sage Creek in Laramie Co.
The site is now in NITOBRA-
RA COD. ,as of Feb.14,1911.
Cover is postmarked Hat

Creek 9-19-77.
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CHEYENNE AND BLACK HILLS STAGE ROUTE

Almost from the beginning the Cheyenne & Black Hills Express used
Abbot & Downing Concord coaches,pulled by a six horse hitch ,carry-
ing the U.S.mails,passengers and gold from the Hills.

*Cheyenne river Sep 2, .-"1 te s
15th 1877*" William o B '
//A',n’/}’ l.”;j?- rr.' - Trazd

. 4 Y
”, (‘Ffa%./ﬂf .IR !

Scott writes to his
wife in faravay Mary-
land: "I left Dead-

wood Sunday and wve are
laying over at a point
where the road agents
have been the vorst...
we watch our stock all
night...I am taking
all the stock [cattle
and horses] with me to
Colorado There is nine
of us in the party...I
will hand this to a
stage driver I hope it
reaches you..William*
This was the crossing
of the Cheyenne River
10 mivles north of the
Robbers' Roost stage
station.Most of the
stage hold-ups by
"route agents" ,was
between Hat Creek and
Deadwood. The letter
was droped of f at Hat
Creek station and
postmarked on "9/19/
7
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HATCREEK WYO. LARAMIE Co MAY 21 1880.
The name was first spelied by two

i} wvords, then changed to one word,as per
/of this postmark and later ,back to two
# words and finally discontinued 1971.

CHEYENNE & BLACK HILLS STAGE ROUTE

HAT CREEK STAGE STATION was erroneously named,although it was located
at the crossing of Sage Creek.It was an important stationwith a large
log hotel,to which were attached the stage office,telegraph and post
office,brevery,bakery,butcher and blacksmith shops. Also grocery pro-
visions ,grain and hay and good stabling for horses. It was on the edge of
of the most dangerous section of the entire Cheyenne to Deadwood route in
which occurred Indian raids and stagecoach holdups.

The following extracts are from the letter of the telegraph operator
under date of :Hat Creek Wyo May 20/80 " I am still Running the Telegraph
office at this place at a Salary of Nine hundred & Sixty dollars $960.00
pr year - Rather Good wages for a Plug - My wife and boy arrived at Fort
Laramie May 11th - I hired a Team and went after them a distance of Sixty
Miles - Took me 4 days to make round Trip - Hired a man to Stay in office
During my absence....Yours James Egen"
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GOLD IN THE BLACK HILLS

CUSTER DAKOTA MAY 14 188B8. Post Office established March 14,

1877 in Custer county Dakota Territory.in the Black Hills of

South Dakota.It wvas on a branch of the Cheyenne/Deadwvood

stage route,from Hat Creek,via Red canyon to Deadvood.SEE MAP.
It was a stagecoach station.

BUFFALO GAP DAK AUG 211888 Post Office established July 9.1877,
in Custer County,Dakota Territory.in the Black Hiils of South
Dakota.It was on a branch of the Cheyenne/Deadwood stage route,
from Rawvhide Butte,via Horsehead and Rapid City.to Deadwood.

It vas a stagecoach station.SEE map.
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FORT FRED STEELE WYO
JAN 2 1881. The fort
was established June
30,1868. Located on
the North Platte River
15mile east of Rawlins
Wyoming.Post Office
established July 10,
1868 and discontinued
April 7,1967. The post
vas abandoned by the
military in 1886. War
Department stamps used
from forts and Indian
agencies are scarce.
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dayn, 1o bo returnad 1o

1f sot dalivered within 10

FORT WASHAKIE WYO.Jul 20 1893. The fort was
established in January 1871 .0rdered aban-
doned in 1899, the 90 years old,Chief Washakie,
objected.and the order wvas revoked. On March
30,1909 the post was turned over to the Shosh-
oni Indian Agency.Post Office established on
May 7,1879 and continues to the present time.
Located at the town of same name.
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TORT WASHAKIE, Wie,
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DAKOTA TERRITORY

WILLIAMSPORT D.T. Post Office was established, in vhat
is now EMMONS COUNTY,NORTH DAKOTA,on September 7,1883.
Daniel wWilliams was the first postmaster. The P.0.was
discontinued December 15,1903. The two cover shown
were used in 1884 and 1885.
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FORT THOMPSON, DAKOTA TERRITORY. Established in September of
1864 by Captain Nelson Minor,Dakota Cavalry. Located on the
Crow Creek Indian reservation,on the left bank of the Missouri
River,about 20 miles above Chamberlain,S.D.The post was aban-
doned by the military on June 9,1867 and the garrison trans-
fered to Fort Sully. At the time there was no official post
office and the mail wvas handled by the quartermaster at the
fort. The cover above bears one of three postmarks of the mili-
tary period - "Fort Thompson D.T. May 1 67 - and then forwar-
ded down river to FORT RANDALL,DAK, vhere it entered the reg-
ular mails on May 6. Fort Thompson vas also the headgquarters
of the Crowv Agency. On February 14,1870 the Post Office Dep-
artment established a post office under the name CROW CREEK .
D.T. See cover below. On August 23,1916 the name was changed
to FORT THOMPSON,S.D. as it is today.
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DEADWOOD, DAKOTA TERRITORY. The post office was established
in Lavrence County March 14,1877.Cover above was used April
5,1878.Deadvood sprung into existance with the discovery of
gold in Deadwood Gulch in 1875. The nearby Homestake Mine is
still operating after 100 years

Cover below was used about five months after the formation
of South Dakota on November 2,1889.The post office was still
using the territorial post mark DEADWOOD DAK MAR 12 1890.
Corner card of the DAILY PIONEER illustrates a gold mine in
the Black Hills - Homestak Mine?
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Fort Phil Kearny, as drawn by Antonio Nicoli, 2l Cavalry Bugler
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FORT PHIL KEARNEY ON THE BLOODY BOZEMAN

The Civil War caused the reduction of the garrisons of the western forts. This, along with the great
Sioux uprising in Minnesota, inspired the Plains Indians to wage war on the overland trail The Army
had held a greal treaty council with the Indians in 1851 at Fort Laramie. By this treaty the Indians
were to have exclusive rights to a vast area north of the Platte River from the Black Hills to the
Yellowstone. Then in June 1866 held another treaty council to open up the Bozeman Road, which
passed through the Indian country, to the Montana goldfields. By this treaty the government was
given the right to construct three forts - Reno - Phil Kearney - C. F. Smith - to guard the trail and
protect the Indians and the travelers: Although some of the Indians signed this treaty, Red Cloud,
Crazy Horse, Man-Afraid-of-His-Horses, and their bands refused to sign. With the establishment of the
forts, the Sioux under Hed Cloud began a reign of terror on the road, and laid siege to Fort Phil
Kearney, which was the headquarters fort under command of Colonel Henry B. Carrington. On
December 21, 1866 Captain William J. Fetterman and 80 men were ambushed and all were killed by
the Indians. This left what remained of the garrison in danger of being overwhelmed. The nearest
reinforcement Iay at Fort Laramie 236 miles to the south, A trader and scout, named Portugee
Phillips, managed to get away on Col. Carrington’s favorite horse in a raging blizzard. In one of the
greatest rides in American history, Phillips made his way, through the ever present danger of hostile
Indians and the snow-swept plains, to Fort Laramie in four days. He staggered into a Christmas part
at the fort and asked for help while his faithful mount lay dying on the snow-covered parade ground.

By 1968 the road had become known as the “Bloody Bozeman” and travelers were finding safer
ways to reach Montana That same year another treaty council was held and the government agreed
to abandon the forts and close the Bozeman road. The garrison left Fort Phil Kearney on August 18,
1868, and before the last wagon was out of sight, the Indians reduced the fort to ashes,

There is no record of a post office at Fort Phil Kearney, but three covers are known, including the
one on the opposite page, which bear postmarks. The cover shown was sent by Captain Edward L.
Hartz who was the quartermaster at the fort. In view of this the marking is considered to be a military
postmark. Hartz died November 11, 1868,



FORT PHIL KEARNEY was in Dakota Territory from its establishment in 1866 to the formation of

the Wyoming Territory on July 29, 1868. Less than a month later it was abandoned and burned.
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GOLD AND BAD MEN.

The letter transcribed below and shown on opposite page was written during the
stiring days of the Montana gold rush . Gold was discovered on Grasshopper Creek in
August of 1862 and shortly thereafter Bannock City became a gold rush town.By 1863
it had apopulation of over 800. It vas the heyday of the Plummer gang of cutlaws and
the vigilantes. Justice was handed out vith little more than a "vote® - 24 were
hanged including Sheriff Henry Plummer As the letter says - the vhites wvere more
dangerous than the Indians. The hangings took place in January 1864.

“BANNOCK CITY IDAHO TERR.MAY 23/63"

“We had considering the season of the year a very pleasant trip.We see but one small
party of indians and they were friendly...I don't think there will be many depred-
ations committed by the indians in this part of the country this season.I consider
the whites more dangerous than the indians. And it is thought by many that they
have done as much murder and stealing as the indians.A man started the other day
from this place for Fort Benton,got about 100 miles,was robed of all he had, three
thousand dollars in money mules wagon &c. One man started for that place about
6 weeks ago with about $8000. and has not yet been heard of.It is generally suppo-
sed that he has been waylayed. About 800 Bannock indians came in here about four
weeks ago.After remaining about one week in peace and gquiet,some wreckless
fellows commenced shooting at some that were walking in the street.They killed
two which scart the rest so that they pulled up their wigwams and fled.They killed
one old [Indian ] that had a stiff leg and scalped him. The other was a young man
and they scalped him and took his armoff at his elbow. I was at work within a few
paces of vhere the shooting commenced,and the indian that they vere shooting at
run tovards me.The balls came wvhistling by and I doged behind a cabin some what
awakened up: There were Tour of us at work there and it vas a wonder that we were not
all killed.There were about 100 shots fired,only Two indians killed and about two
wounded but got away.The old man that vas killed run into ahouse vhen the shooting
commenced, but undertook to come out and get on his horse(vhich wvas standing at the
door ) ,vhen a man c@=we up and shot him. It looked cruel even if it was an indian. The
reasonable part of the community wvas very much dissatisfied vith the affair: but
the gamblers and outlaws thought it was "bully®”. There was a shooting affray took
place a fev days since betwveen some gamblers.One man (though a gambler) was
sleeping upon a table in the room was shot dead, two wounded,one of vhich has since
died.So that they kill nc one but gamblers it dont make much difference. The mines
are not yet very extensively discovered here,and it is hard to tell vhether they
are very extensive or not.There are some very richclaims here....I am affraid
that the north is not a going to be able to counguer the south.And it seems as
though they were making fools of themselves in the way in which they are vorking
to do it. If they do not conguer the south the United States government is of no
value at all. Any state or states can drop out at pleasure....... ...Direct your
letters Bannock City Express Idaho Territory via Great Salt Lake City.care of
Bannock City Express......A.W.Pillsbury."
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NEVADA CITY M.T. Oct 261865,Madison County. The post office
was established March 6,1865 and the name was changed to
ADOBETOWN Dec.16,1B75.This is a very fine example of a very
scarce postmark.

PRICKLY PEAR,M.T. DEC 11 - No year date. The post office wvas
established May 21,1866 in Jefferson County. Another fine
example of a rare postmark.

Both towns playe.d a part in the Montana gold rush and the the
heyday of the Vigilantes and the Plumer gang of outlaws.
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BANNOCK CITY was established shortly after gold was discovered on
Grasshopper Creek in August 1862.At that time it was located in the
Dakota Territory until the formation of Idaho Territory March 3,1863.
Thence to Montana Territory May 26,1854.The post office was establi-
ished November 21,1863 while in the Idaho Territory.Previous to this
the BANNOCK CITY EXPRESS carried most of themail via Salt Lake City.
Cover above was carried by the B.C.E.to BrighamCity,U.T.as per man-
script postmark "Brigham city July 24" 1863.

The following by Mr.Woodruff is from the letter: "I have heard the Ex
[Express] by which the last one [letter ] was sent was killed by the
Indians...Our first work was to build a cabin...Since then I have been
engaged inmining....prospects so far are flattering...The next claim
below us will probably yield Ten Thousand dollars ......Those owning
claims who are washing with rockers are making from 5 to 50 dollars per
day...I have seen as high as 21 dollars panned out of one pan of dirt and
from4 to 10 dollars is is not uncommon. . ... N e
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MONTANA GOLD RUSH EXPRESS

The BANNOCK CITY EXPRESS was organized by A.J.Oliver,E.A.
Conover and Ed House in 1863/64,operating under the name of
A.J.OLIVER & COMPANY.They ran a line of stages,carrying the
U.S.Mail and passengers between Salt Lake City and Bannock
City,into the mining camps of Southwestern Montana.The line
was sold to The Holladay Overland Mail & Express Company in
1867.

Cover originated at St.Louis on Oct.31,1863 and was carried
to Salt Lake City in the U.S.Mails ,vhere it was turned over to
The Bannock City Express. However,the letter it contained

originated at Washington,D.C.. It vas vritten by Thomas Adams
who was one of the early pioneers,and had prospected for gold.

In May of 1858 he was with James and Granville Stuart,vhen
they made the effective discovery that started the gold rush
in Montana. In the letter, Adams wvants Granville to write and
give the news about their friends and the "prosperity of the
country....I shall defer my trip [to Montana] until spring
when I shall come up the [Missouri] river in a boat, the Sioux
[Indians] to the contrary not withstanding....When you write
turn the letters over to Tom Pitt and he will pay the Express
fees....I would be glad to pay the highest rates for the sake
of a letter...."”. He says he vill enclose this letter "to St.
Louis so that Seaman who is to leave on Monday next may take it
to Bannock". Apparently M.Seaman did not go,but placed the
letter in the envelope shown above and droped it in the Post
Office as per postmark . Seaman spelled Granville's last name
Stewart instead of Stuart.
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FORT BRIDGER & BANNACK CIVY EXPRESS
Organized in 1863 by Frank Lowe and was operated
as a PONY EXPRESS. The route was from Bannack
City, Idaho Territory (now Montana) east to Virginia
City, thence south across the Continental Divide to

Mountain News of July 23, 1863.

Fort Bridger & Bannack City Pony Express.
Through in seven days. Leaves each place
every Monday. Letters in stamped enve
lopes fifty cenis each. 150 miles nearer
than Salt Lake City. Direct letters by mail to
Fort Bridger, Utah, to go, by Pony Express
care WA Carter, Postmaster.

Fort Bridger, Utah, June 10, 1863.
Frank Loew, Proprietor.

L

Lowe was the rider from Fort Bridger to Soda
Springs and Jim Roupe from there to Bannack City.
Note the “C.OD. 75¢" charge for this letter, So far
i ix mol known whelher this express operated more
than the summer of the year 186
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SAINT HELEN OREGON FEB 13,1855. PFost Office established
November 4,1850, in vhat was Washington County ané now
Columbia County.Now spelled SAINT HELENS. A double rate
cover PAID 6.

CATHLAMET O0.T. Feb.17 1853 - PAID 3. Post Office establ-
{shed August 8,1851 in Lewis County,Oregon Territory.
Changed to Washington Territory when formed on Mar.2 1833,
just thirteen days after this cover was postmarked.
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YUMA, ARIZONA TERRITORY This post office was established as Colorado
City in what was then the New Mexico Territory on December 2, 1857, [t was the
fourth post office established in what became the Arizona Territory. On March
17, 1858 the name was changed to Arizona, New Mexico and finally to YUMA,
Arzona Territory on October 1, 1866, The cover shown below bears the first
handstamp of YUMA AT. Oct 20 (1868). The post card is postmarked as
illustrated on the right
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DONEHOGAWA (ELY PARKER) THE
FIRST INDIAN COMMISSIONER
OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Official letter of instructions,by E.S.Parker,Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
regarding the establishment of Agencies for Red Cloud's and Spotted Tail's bands
of Sioux Indians,under date of "August 11th 1870".Gentlemen: It having been
arranged by your Board that you are to visit Red Cloud's and Spotted Tail's bands
of Sioux to accomplish certain objects desired both by the Indians and the Govern
ment,the following instructions are submitted for your guidance in the discha-
rge of the duty thus imposed upon you. It would be well for you to first visit Red
Cloud's people.Through their Chief they ask to be established upon an agency to
be located either at Fort Laramie or Fort Fetterman. It is not desired that either
request should be granted as to either of the points named. For obvious reasons
it is deemed best that the Agency should be located in their own country,and it is
thought the most suitable point for the purpose will be found at the Raw Hide
Buttes. You will therefore endeavor to prvail upon them to assent to the establi-
shment of the Agency witha trading post in that country,at such place as may be
most desirable on account of timber,water and land for agricultural purposes.
Red Cloud should be given to understand that the Government will expect him to
exercise his influence and power to protect the Agent,who may be placed in charge,
and his employis,fromall harm- by his pecple.This Chief having asked that Messrs.
Ecoffey and Bullock should be their traders,you will inquire into the character
of these men and ascertain if they arewilling to risk themselves in the heart of
the country of these Indians;also inquire about Mr.Mills,whom the chiefs desire
shall be their Agent. Should Red Cloud's people not be able to come in at once
to meet you,Spotted Tail's people could be first visited,and afterward a second
trip be made to Laramie to meet those under Red Cloud. Spotted Tail desires a
locationsome yhereupon White River within the bounds of the reservation.Dispos-
ed as he and his people are represented to be,to follow agricultural pursuits,in
the selection of a place for them due regard must be had to an abundance of timber
good water and lands for agriculture.There will perhaps be no trouble in making a
satisfactory arrangement with this chief and his people in regard to their future
home, but with Red Cloud it may be otherwise,as youmay find it to some extent
difficult to overcome hi's preference for and choice of the country about Laramie
or Fetterman; it is however hoped that you will succeed in inducing him to yield
and cheerfully accept the country which the Government prefers should be the home
of his people hereafter. The Commanding Officers at Forts Laramie snd
Fetterman have been telegraphed to send word to Red Cloud to come in to meet you.
Subsistence Stores will be purchased at the post where the council shall be held
and certified vouchers given for the same will be paid at this office.

Very respectfully/Your obt.servant

E.S5.Parker/Commissioner

Robt.Campbell Esqg./St Louis Mo.
Hon.Felix R.Brunot Prest./Pittsburg Pa. M é

Indian Commissioners.
P.5. I enclose herewith copies of orders from War Dept.for Escort and Subsistence
Stores - "

Wk b hd b dr bkt b drr bt rr

Ely Samuel Parker,whose Indian name was DONEHOGAWA,was a full-blooded Seneca/
Iroquois Chief.Born in 1828 at Indian Falls,N.Y.and educated at the Baptist
mission school on the Tonawanda reservation.He graduated from Rensselaer Paol-
ytechnic Institute as acivil engineer.He met and became the friend of Ulysses
S.Grant while working on government projects at Galena. I11.In the summer of
1863 he was commissioned as a captain of engineers with the XVII Army Corps. On
Sept.18, he joined Grant at Vicksburg and on Aug.30,1864 he was appointed Lt.
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RED CLOUD vas a chief of the Oglala Sioux. He opposed the construction of Forts
Reno,Phil Kearny and C.F.S in H‘e Powder River country,between the Plat

River and the Montana gold
winter months of 1866-67,by Red “Eou:] s warriors. On December 21,1866,Captain

Wm.J.Fetterman and eighty men vere ambushed near the fort and all were killed.
Red

Phil Kearny was laid seige to during t

-

InApril of 1868 a peace commission met at Ft.Laramie with the Sioux, but
Cloud stayed away..He refused to sign the treaty until all the forts on the
Bozeman Trail (Montana Road) were abandoned and the road closed.On May 19th the
military was ordered to abandon the three forts .Red Cloud had won his war and
everything he had fought for.It was the first time in history that the United
States Government had negotiated a peace treaty,conc;eding everything demanded
and getting nothing in return.On November 6, 1868 Red Colud signed the treaty
and through the next decade the Powder River country would belong to the Indians.
However, on June 25,1876 the power of the Indian reached its zenith on the
heights above the Little Bighorn, in the most complete disaster ever suffered by
U.S.troops. The day of the Indian and the buffalo would come to a climax Dec.29,
1890 at Wounded Knee.

ROBERT CAMPBELL had been a partner with Wm. L.Sublette in the Missouri Fur Trade.
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