
--) ( 1'1

TIlE WESTERN MAILS

HIrt:l:l."EY to en, 'S EXPIlESS
Tht. BKprB•• ~a. e.tablllh.d by C.S.Kln~kley .nd
John A,Sower. early tn 1860 - probcbly April. They
o~r.ted betveen the .tnlng ~a~p. In t~e ~~Id

realon .nd Denver. At Denver thay ~onne~ted wIth
thl \/ESTERN !>fACE COI'{PA:fY ...... 11 .. THE CENTUJ.
OVERLAND C~IFOINIA (" PltES PeAK EXPRESS OO~PANY.

ThlY ~ontlnued to oper.te until .bout 1867.
nle cover .bove v., pl~ked up by Htnckl·y In "n..
or the _Inlng townl .nd ~.rrled Into Denver ~~.re

they turned 1t over to thl C.O.C.toP,P.EXP. n .•n....
vi••tage to SA[~ JOSEPH vhere It ~•• pl.cld In
the U.S._lIl on June 9th .s per po.·'lIrk.

, , )

WESTEJ,M STACE COHPANY

Thl. e.pre.s .nd .t.~e

~o.pany ort_loated In Ohio
.nd ,radu.llv -ov.d ._It
Into tndl.n.lI11 ...·11.1_••
Mebr••k••nd lan••••• They
o~r••ed tn.n th I~~~'I.

S- c~pll_n••ry pall
rot" 18 6 ••bo¥l.

Co\'.r below o.. t,loated It GD)lGETOWN.C~,F'£! J (1861) .nd ~., routed ''Ovlrland via C.ntral rout ....
It vas c.rrt.d ~y vi. the Ch,rpannlnl rout. to salt L.ke City .nd thence to ~enver vi. the J.~.

Hockad~y Co-pany. both or the. had the ..II contract••t that tt~. On Harch 25,1861 Hlnckl.y
pl:ked ~p the lettIl' .t the nenver Poat Offl~~ .nd deltvered it to Cyru. C.rpenter In one ,f the

.tnt"l t<»ml. -----------------------------C=---------~
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THE WESTERN MAlLS

''PlOOTH or CHEJl.kT CUE(
Nov 18th 11158"

''Gov Denv.r
Dear Str, Our party arrlvad hara dAy befora y.aterday havlnl D.en detained

by poor cattl. and now a fortnllht D.yond tha tl.. I anticipated. It la by far tha
lonaaat and ....r.t rc>\1ta ... c.... ld hava cc.a and I vould never advl.a anyone to try
tha rc>\1t. by Benta Fort.The aattlara befora we arrlvad had elact~ a lapre.entattv.
and Del.sata to Consra•• and at the uppal' city (Aurarla 'I th.r. ts e~ talk of not
raC08nl&lns the Offtcara appotnted by you but I thtnk that wlth c.utton and prudanee
all troubla ,,111 be avold.d. Th. troubl. vtll arlea tf any fro. the L."rence crowd
hcra. I wrota fro~ &ante Fort requaatlng your aaatetane. In havtnl a traaty made At
onca "Ith the ArraPAho.e And Cheyennae .nd the aettltnl of tha quest ton of [ndlan
tltl.a. That Cold a.let. In euuflclent quantttt.a to pay•••••••• , and that the ~III­

ratIon will be IIrant Ie now beyond a 6oabt. Tha poaltlon of tha Indlane Ie nov awsl
hoetlle and unlaa. ao.ethtna II done thts wtntar I fear that va e'~11 ~av. t~~bl••
The .urv.yl of the cou.ntry al .oon .. boulht(fro. the Indl..... ) ....lIht allo to be
forc.d .Ions .. faet .1 poellbla and. Land offtce eat.bllehed. There te a larle
quantity of lood land near the mountalns - ..... v.ry fine Indeed•••••••• But one
thlng Ie cartaln that thte c ....ntry wlll wlthtn the ne.t year raqulre .or. ettantton
than any oth.r portton of tha Country ••.•••••• Th.r. ts nov at I.a.t 500 peopla on
the Plan. _ perhaps "",re. No work dotnl for It te too cold to prOlpeCt. and very fa."
cl.l~a ar. opaned. But all unlte In aaylnll that the Cold t. her. beyond a doubt and
I 'hall try ~ eend you a ,pect..n of tt. Old Jobn S. Salth the ~ntaln.~r ta ~.re

.,·ttled and .ays that proapect. ar. a. &ood .. they ar. h.ra for one hundred allaa
north. On tbe Arkana.....ar Puablo <Pu.!>Io) - I t.ava pr,.~ctltd and f ....nd ~ color
On tbe aurface of the krs. On tboo "hola tboo VI_ for tboo future 1& varv favourabla
for the c_ne_nt of a ..." c....ntry. The peopla and the cO'.!ntry ar. rough but
the cia•• of amtgrant. 1a .uch bett.r than It wes tn C.llfornla and vary llttla
drtnktng .nd no lIambltnl perhaps for "ant of IIOney but I think not. Plaase r ...eID­
~r ul about the Indlan tr.aty. It ta ne.ded very -uch tndeed. The baarer of this
_ Hr ~rkln.on(Wtlll~l of St.Loul. wtll IIlve you .uch tnfo....tlon about ..tter••••••
PI,a~, forward any letter. 1 ..y hava undpr .nv.lope to Fort L.r~ta - to care oC
["pr,•• ""'..enaer to Cherr)' Creek••••••• H.l' ..... S.Hh."

••••••••••••••••••••••••
H.l' ..... s..Hh wa. 0 ... of thr.. "c....nt)' of£leers" .ant ..... t by J.... W. Denver, Covarn<>c
of tIM Kane.. Territory. Salth "a. a ...bar of th" "Laavenworth pany" ..Illcll .rrlved
at the ~outh of Charry Creek On NOvenbar 16,1858, t"o d.ya bafora the I.tter w••
"rltten and four day. bafor, the Denver CIty C...pa~y adopted ttl Constltutton on Nov.
Hnd.

T'>a ''L......nce c..-d"._nU.....d abov" had c.... out frOll tan••• and organized the St­
Charla. Town Co:opa"y on Sept_bar 2).185S. Mo.t f .....nders returned to lan... bafore
winter a.t tn ..nd teft onl)' threa ...bera tn charga of the Sit, _ Charle. Ntchol ••
\I"••~.. and John S.$atth. On the .rrtvil of the Laavanworth part)' In Move-bel' they
or,.nl ••d tha Denver Ctt)' Town Co.pany and~ the St. Chari •• clala. Prevlou. to
thl. tha "'ura~a Town Co.pany had .tak"d out thalT clete on th" oppo,tt, bank of
Charry Creek on Nov_bel' l.t.On "'prtl 3,1860 "'ur~rta bec~ part of whet Ie todey
the City of Denv.r • named efter Caneral J .... W.Denvar.

John St_paon SoIHh w••• Mountatn Kan, fur trapper, Indian trader and tnterprater.
He entered upon the fur t.r~ about 1826 by Jotntna a party of tr.pper. and goln,
to tIM Upper MI••ourt for baa.er.aove.er, eo.t of ht, Itf. "" ~pent In the Indian
tr.de. havlna ..rrted an IndIan voaan and haVing aev,ral half.breed chtldren.
8ecau•• of tht. ha bee... very conv,r.ant tn .,veral languagal of the plain.
Indian. and v.e tn ~uch de..nd by the Indian Agent, end the ~tLttlry a' en lterpre·
ter.S~lth waa an offtcer and ..mbar of the Aurl .. la Ind Denv.r City Town Companle,
I. w.ll a. the St.Ch.rle. Co.pany. H, w•• born It Fr.nkfort.Kentucky In 1810 end
dt,d on an Indl.n ..,a,rvatlon Jun, 29.1871.
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J;n J(l""-/S,s L)

Jlm.1t.- L; tltLlll b'Lk ...

TIl!: IIEGIKl/l; OF TIlE CITY OF DElIVER

H.P.A,Smith .nd the L••v.nworth p.rty .t.rted for the Cold R'lion .nd
the "Houth ot Cherry Cr..k"on October 1,le58, On October 10th,J""'1 '.I.
Denv,r r,.iln,d •• Gov.rnor at the Kan••• Territory. Seith, not know·
lng thil, ••nt th' .bov. I.tt.r by Hr.~.P.rkin.on to LecOGpton,K,T,
wh.re the acting Cov.rnor, HUlh S,Wal.h, forwarded tt, alonl with one
oth.r lett,r, to D.nv,r who had •••u~d the po.ltion of Indian C~I•• ­
loner, which ha h.d fo~rly h'ld, In W••hington,Se••econd l.tt.r,a.
w.ll .. the tran••ital l'tt,r by Wal.h.
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(fmulibr ilrparlmrnl, ~L [
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H.P.A.S.. lth .end. J<l/I\fI8 O.nv..... ",,"pie of GOLO ftOll Che... ty Cre,,"k at a lift f ... OG
John S.SGlth much Itk" the .Kampl" Ihown. Th<l original sp<lctm{n h.d been ...-.oved
and I. no longe ... ~Ith th" l.tt the EXEXUTtvt OEPk~TMENT,~.T. envelopa cont.tnl
Gov.~~l.h'. t ....n.~tt.1 I,tte el.ting to the t ....nsfe ... of the gove... no ....hlp from
Wal.h to SM Heda"'y, under d.te of "LeCClIIpton ~.T. Oac.29,1858". S"lth'l !ette....
..... Ihown On thtl .nd th. oppellHe page.



October 28, 1858 (envelope enteR:<! ~1s II PllCllic City Iowa 011 Dec 4)

South P1.al'" N."".1hr: Rocky Mounta>ns (now Denver)

My Dar 'Woman(~ ...ife Magie),

.....pin I"\'e the~ ofmoetina ...ith an opport1.mity ofsaJdina)'OU. few lines. An
otr>e:el' of the army II Ft. KCW1lC)", who c:Mne out with lIS mums bikclOW md wi.U lake
our Iettt:rJ~ It- mail them from wbl<;:b pIKe the mail rum once • ...ec:k \0 Ihr: SlaIol:S..

We rt:aebcd our pba: of dc:stiny )uterday, and our little patly ofnme met ...ith. \'ery
&vonbk n:cqJtioIl. We~ more bichly favored tbm my pubeS ...1Io came into the
country)'OU wi.1l probably wonder who ...u beK to booor '" '" mo.dl. Wells tis t\IoU oW
tnOUntalol:a's who"vt: hV'lld in the mountains for 27 re-s &. traded WIth !be IndiaN.
(WilliamM~ lib ~JIlCk Jooc:s~ and John Suuth) After we hal cmJped _lban they
came: over and invited lIS wi 10 tornI: over and invited \IS to eopx: over to tbcir kJo!!&.g (of
the Indian stile)...d ell. rib "'1th lban we raldily assented and about dU5l.; all went ova­
and found cvay prepantion in radync:ss for u:s. The~ door was~ and we
politely shown scats around the fil!: which was in the centerofihe lodge. lbere one ofhis
squaw Wives (Weoollll) was called and after • lillie aJIlvcnatioo bdwcc:n them In Indian
She withdrew It- appeared WIth a large tin vessel containing. warm whiskey toddy
sugared &. spiced to the highest flavor, Of lXlUI'9l: we lI1I partook.!IOl'OC mol!:.t.!IOme Ies!I
(!J\Iffice il to say I didn't get drunk) after spending neat an hour listening to our hosts
history oflhemscl~and enjoying an interesting QOllversation. Weoooallgain appc:an:d
at the Lodsc door &: spoke. few words in Indian we were invited to stq'l into the dinrung
lodge which we did and were.seated around. round table spIUId on the caspet ofdn:ssc:d
skim headed off.t. pbced in tbe m the center of the Jodge. we~ then asked if we
woukl be bc:lped 10 _ of the g to wtueb 8!1 a D1ll1ter of00UlU:J)' we wi C<JflXIlled.
Our friend thc:D bc:1pc:d our pl.ales SWJ..D& thai. it was.)'OUII& dog.t. nobk fellow but that
be bad met with Il1O par1ica for wbom be bad ao much raped • hc: bad for US md tIus
ammaI be bad p1q:Mt:d for our reception feast. And Mag mLlCb to my astoniitunenI il
made • fine dish. Our plaia 'A't:r't: abo~ wi.th AnIeIope &: Buffalo bullbe Dot was
raI.Iy!hl: Pest oflbe] dishes (aJIlUIh ofdus).

We an: Iocau:d 00 Ibe Soulb PIaae __ Ibe poim. (I miles) from "'bere Ibe stream eornes
tt.ouF the Mno....ius The pri.al:ipIIJ R..- ofthe RocZy Moun1ains is aboul25 miles
&om III but the IWlF is calkd Ibe Black Hills is &om 6 10 8 miks from wbcR' we~
camped the "lflS are DOW c:ovemI. With while c:ap;of_-a the: higbcr pea!s~
<x)OSImIly mcircIes with douds 101.1 <*l "ve 00 idea of the: pic:tumqueness of the vlew
11le IOpIII of--= ofthe: pc::ab seem 10 re.:h a1mos1lO the skies. I xm the mountains
Q\'Cf 100 miles befOf'e we R:«bed. beK 8lld now what is caIkd pikc:s peak 80 miles disuIill.­
doc:so'llooIr. to be more than 10 or IS miles oR: II is one of the bigbat peaks. I inJDJ
going up into tbe mouotaim p1O$JlOCtilll during !hi: 'Ninter if it don'l get too cokll-taven'l
mintxI any yet and lIx:re cao'l be much done at thi, winter OO.x:oonl of the WIllet'"
framng up. I regJeI now thai. I did DOl return to Ohio as i.ntc:ndcd and came out in the
SpriD3- For thai. will be lIS soon lIS any mining ClIII be done to adVlUli8ge and Mag you



cant imagine bow much I want 10 see you and have a long conversation for writing is but
a poor answer at beesL Tomorrow I start out on a prospecting lOur will be gone 4 or 5 days
will follow up cherry creek into the mts. Probably you can see Our locality 00 the map yet
I don'l know as tis laid down by that name. I will send you a specimen of the gold found
here il is said 10 be the virgin gold &. worth $20 pr ounce. the coarse gold or quartz rock
has not yet been discovered. Well may visil my parent'! frequently I know rna will always
be glad see yoo and your jJIescDCC will fill the place of VlICMlI:Y CllUllCd by my absence
she IIOW frets over my absenee but ere long I expect to return to you all more independent
in cireurnstanees than when r left.

Our man cries oul for leiter &. am forced 10 elo5e. Mag write often and direct your letters
~ to FL Kearney and ~ to FL Laramie Nebraska Ter in order that I may get some of them
with II. tear in my eye I bid you goodby and. remain

Th.ine &. Th.i.., nnly, rink (E.P [Pinkyj Stout)

• •
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Pre-Colorado Terrilory: Cherry Creek 1859

Putting Together Colorado Territory

..........-
Pagclofl

Klnsu krrllory
o..n,. Creek 1859 (0...-)

O>e<ry~ .... _ ,MIler -....~

...tle '""" It...,.,.,... to ""'. by

..... """_ at.,. ..... ....- town .....

t..otter""" _ ""om f.P.•_. 5<0<.0. 5<0<.0
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""" oftM O<\9IoM """.-.. .. A"' Town
Company ......... n... ....-.. of 0."_ at.,.
T-"Con-'Y.A_" _
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...... tll6t .~on"'""I0.... _.
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'",,,.,.~ """'1'Il1 """"] to ,1,1""'_ "" ~,"'o,
". "''-''~""''''lI """'" tf',.... ' _M

"'" _,.,,,,,, ,. 0>m01'll1 'n <:mfIrOuOJIy ."" "'" ,,,..n t>u;/tJ I'Il1

_I.'~. Son f,.nc.oa>. l' "....... """"',...... cr."""
""_..... '_~'.•~ -.. or """<Wm.•ne_o, of
/og"",."" 1>0"'''''''11 ",,-...nd _ '" 'wo "'" r""""~-......)

'" o»>pr>o<"", ""'- ..""'"~ to ... __ from ...."'" .""
5t,,,,,,,,_~,

f~_ find • .-....." '" [\I0O:I1 """ ..OICh 19"< ,.

~ ..... 1:«'0"""" _ "'~... _" "-" .. """",
""""9" ,. "".~ "'" • ""'II f_ _ ......0"" ,.- from •.... -..ot_._ ......_.._''Y'l'Il1m....'''' ........,.·

hllp:f1WWW.colorndOICrriIOry.orgfpo..Tiodl/pl_chcrrycreck.asp 312312008
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The "ov.r ........ ba.n the .."ond ••rUnt typa I ba:>dlt..p ot the LE.UEMo1Oanf cm "
PII:ES Pu.J: EX"-ESS CO.I"'" 30 (l8S9). It orlstnated at StouU, ~to Oft April Uth.
AlthQuah the "over II rOUted "Iy v.y of Fort Larl.ta, It vas ".rrt.d by the L.C." P.P,
EXP•• vta the aapublt"an ltv.r rout•• SEE HAP. Aur.rt. and Denver City v.re loc:e~14 on
CharTy CrM1< and wbat h _ the CHy of DenTer. E.P.Stout,to "t.o. the "OVer ia addu­
lied, arrtved at ChlOrry CrMk vtth a part), fr_ Oluha on Oct.26, 1858 and bot blOc... the
Urn pr.'lMnt ot tIM De......r ett,. Town C_pany. Cover bal_ bI.re the type tt hand­
Iti"p.vhl"h replaced the type t.ao.att.. in June Or July 18S9.lt "ontain. the ...... of
the ovnare • JONES & IUSS!U.'S PU:;ES PEAl EXPU.sS CO./DEIfVD em DEC 29 1159. It v••
".trled to Le.venworth Cit)' via tIM Platte klver route where tt arrived Ja... S.186O.
The~. via the rasular ..II. to Sprtn8tleld,V.~nt.
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_Wit.. & auCtlOU."-., , ..___ --""-_.....--_.­_..... _....

ASk....,~.

KANS._AS

f IIi

tLLUS'tl.ATI!D HAP COl·...
• hov. the ..out•• CrOll
the I1t ..O'.... 1 to Cho'rry
C..eek and t'" Pike. Peak
Gold a •• lon. In what v"
than the ICana.. T.rrHo..y.
Cover co~tatn. I.tter
\lnder date oC Oct.3.IS)9
and va. c..... led OJt.lde
of the _1 I. or In anotiw ..
envelope.

_ASlCA TDII'l'CaY

_ASlCA CITY,M.T. Po.t Offlc•••ublh'>ed ... Table C..eel< and chanC.d to M:£!Il ....'>LI.
CITY on "-"ch 14,18)).Foun6ed by S.F.~l<oll. tn 18)4. It bec~ .n I'po.. t.nt
t ..adlne c.~t.r On the ~Ia.ou.. t rtver tn Otoe county. lllu.tritecl alP cov... ~ar.

the cOrner cI..d of Hawk. , ~~cltoll. vho vere .econd In ove.. land fretchtlna onl,
to lu••• II.KaJor. 'W.~ll. Cover below co~t.tn. a I.tter a.kt~ ~cl<,II. to
"cet 1\1...11 to P<l1 0... of thell not••••••••nd _ the other vlth hI. (lUll II)
objectIon••0 1 c.n coll.ct It froe J.N.au••ell <.on of ~.H.) ~en he return.
(roe t'" Pika. P.lk Gold .t..... " ".I{.a"II.ll v.. noted for .tantna not.. but not
for p"_pt pay:
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WAIlSAW. Sl«TI''''~of #>7 lORL Built at Mad*>n, Indiana III
1868 Opn"aud 11\ the l'pprr M........PPl t.-.d~ror thoe Kft>kukP.dt~
C<>"'par!r unUi .h~ ..... IoIt In IIl66.

Co,...... fro", the flmunll rorrespondm~and ..... ptW.mar1ted
at WarM"', IOltIO.. On July II. 1860.lt .. add~ to Don,,,,,. CUr,
J~ff~""n T~nit"'Y....hO'ff II ....... picked up at the~ Oft\« by
IlI~CKU:Y" CO'S EXI'R~~ on July U and <!rir.....o:d to ~m,"K"'ho
w.. proa~lnK rOl'" IIOId

AI thlll tl.m~ ~n~r was In the K...... T~rrito!')' and th~ people
W~11! ~klll' ~p..,.atloll and the establ",h",mt orJefJ~l'3IOnTerrIto!')'
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WARSAW.~ lIKd b¥1'lmlmg, rrnm 1M lTUllel III !M_IIlIQ'OrDen'~, 1.0 mati
• ,"1ft" t.ck home. I! was pk:bd upb¥ llISCXl.£Y oIcmiEXPRESSllIddell\~

101MO:""1llAl. O\l::RI..ANO CAUf'OR."IA 01 PIKE'> PF.AK EXPRESSOO\tPA....YIII
O'-n~r ..... Jun~ 28. 1860 Thnl« .... IMC~ntr.. O"'-rlllld loSAtnIJO!M'ph>M~r'
...h~r~ I\. "'tf'~ 1.0 t;.s. MAILS.
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Cover wa. carrIed by the C.O.C. &. P.P.Express from
Central City.vIa Denver where it Willi backStamped
and forwarded to ATCHISON ItAS!NOV 18 .1862 ,where
it entered the U.S.mall. as per postmark.

Cover shown bears the only recorded exallple ot Type I I ot THE CENTRAL OVERLAND
AND CALI FORNIA &. PIKES PEAK EKPRESS COHPANY!DENvtR. C. T .and I tis not a 1I0di f i­
ation of the CALI FORNI DENvER CITY K.T. handatillllp,because that device survives
at the Colorado Hhtorlcal Society. In Type I there Is no "A" in CaUfornl. In
Type II it has been added.Although the lIarking haa been faintly struCk,the
letter before the C.T. is the "R" of of DENvER, which Is followed by a period Thh
spacing arragnement WOUld not permit the word CITY K.T. ,which apparently was
droped . The la tes t record'ed use of the DENVER CITY, K. T. Type lis"September 12,
1861"- al"'Ost two months before the use of Type II. By thia til"e the C. O. C., P. P.
was on the verge of bankruptcy and on March 21 ,1862 it was sold at auction to Ben
Holladay, who was the lIriest creditor and owner of the OVERLAND HAIL CO. ,which
held the U.S.Hail contract between Atchison and Pacific coast.
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Letter we i t ten t rOil Cent rill 1 ct ty. Colorado Terr i tory" November 10. 1861­
which llIenttonsa houae that 111111 bought "back of C.O.C.'\' P.P. EX Co ottlce"
lind then go•• on to d••cribe the fire that bllrned Nevada City and theeat-
end to burn Centcal City ... ,"We have had II very destructive tire in Nevada
City.The fice odginated in the pineriel on he"d or tall dver lind troll
thence it extended to the Hill on North side of Nevada GUlch.!t caught 1n
the heart Of the TOlin <lnd burnt. every House except two on North lide of Nevada
Gulch that Is rro.. two building_ above Morton's Hall down to nearly the mouth
ot the Gulch. tt also burnt up 65000 or 70000 teet ot Lumber tor you.The tire
than run over toward. Eureka Gulch and down ·Capital Hill- nearly to Selltral
City.The tire telll1k. rain in Central City for about 3 Hours.Every person
thoullht that our TO\ln would burn - C.w.wyan"
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COLOllADO GOLD ROSH

SPANISH BAll C. T. Post Of t lee estilbl! shed Deceaber 13, 1860
In "'hat "'aa then the Kansall Terr1tory.Naa. chang-ed to FALL
CREEK,CLEAR CREEK CO. 1n 1933 and d1acont1nued in t943.Th.
cover "bov. bearing- the .anuscr1pt pollt.. r]l[ "Dec 23d 64" ia
troa the SHAVER Gold Rush correspondence. Cover belo", bears
the Type 1 handata.p - no year date, but about 1866 or later.
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NJUI.U IWfSAS nu.ITOlY
NJUl.tA Th" post oftic" ......t!I.blhhed .J......"ry la.la~9 ..'Itl" In. t'M K&n~u
T.rrltory. tt. flr.t po• .,...ter .... genry Atl"n ~ ..3 ...~ offtcer of the
Aursrt. T...... Cooopatly. Althouch the Po.t Offic" Depllre-nt uu.blhhed the
po.t offlC. they dldnot e.t.bll.h a ..It rout•• Tbl..... I.ft up to the
polt...t.r. The cov.r ahown above II pnataarlu!d In the hand of Henry AlI.n
•• far .. thl••dltor I. concerned. ~t ..It he ha~led .... taken to the
ellpr... oftic. tn o..",,,r City. It Ie known that tbe .Ilp"eu cooopa.."y c"-raed
2~e per l.tt.r plue the U.S.po.tag., .tthou&h thl' vTlter baa neyer ••"n a
cover vbtch Indlcat•• thi. addittonel chara". Aurarla bec~ part of Denver
City on reb.II,1860. Cover aboY" beare the e"rlle.t recorded po"t..rk of
"Allreda l.T • .Ju"", l5 1859".
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COIIEV I LLE. LINCOLlil' COONT1'. WTOHTNG_
Post. OfUce vas established OCt.Obel'
12.1877. Locat.ed In southvest Wyolling
about 8 lilIes nOI't.hvest of the Intel'­
section of the Wyolling, Idaho and Utah
·tat.ellnes.Reill photo post cal'ds of
the village used D ecellbel' 10, 1910. The
yay It Vila. It is nova tovn of ovel'
500 popUlation.
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ROCKY HOUNTAIN NEWS &. COLORAOO REPUBLICAN.

The oppol;ltion papers in theTet"r1torhl DAYS of
Denver. Cover above postllllirked at BOULDER C.T.
about 1861 in red. There 1& one other cover bear­
ing the saDIe corner cllrd and SlIlIle 3 cent 1857 stalllp.
The R.!'1.)I;evl; vas establilhed by W.N.Byer", In 1859 •
...hen he -brought the tirlt printing pre&s to Denver.

Thomas Gib&on ....ho had forlllerly ...orked for Byers.
established the COLORAOO REPUBLICAN in Hay of 1861.
It wall the ftrst daily pllper In Denver. Both ...ere
RepublIcan papers. -

, "~ ..
CIl AUG 70

1 9

C,'

1l"110T3do nt, "~liM n.
It I".........

• • • , I,
~ n ,

• ,~

• (·u '." . .

secession force.­
they callie across a
governlllent .upply
train lind undertook
to capt.ure it •• [but 1
the train was well
guarded ... and they
were cllptured ..•.
The Editors ot the
two papers have for a
10nQ tille been eat­
ing one another
through their papers
... the News getting
the vorii't'Of the game.·

,u
".... DEC
~ 21,"

The lover cover 1 a
fj ne usage "f
co_rClal ..atrlotlc
! rOil DENVER C. T. DE(..
[1861 1.The follO'o'ing
is extracted frOll the
enclosed letter"
-There has been no
fiQht1nQ In this Terr­
i tory wi th the excep­
tlOn of a cOllpllny of
Secillh[Confederates)L::... J Yho ...ere on their Yay

to the States to join
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BOND(D ABSTRACTER

IV.Lee Cornell
'etrole~ Ceololl.t
Orphe~ Bulldlnl
Wlehlt. 2.lan•••

De.r Lee:

EDWARD M. BEOUGHER
AnDun AT ....

GRINNELL. KANSAS

Sept"bn 26.1961

PHON( TA 4-5410

r

W•• e.rt.lnl, II.d to r.celve the Hon~~t .t.tlon Cover. To ~ knowledle thl.
I. the e.rtle.t letter reeeived by ••ettle_~t or po.t In Cove County.hn....
Or nther wh.t I. no.. Cove County.K.n ....

The [nltl.le In the .ddre.e on thl. letter .re not the Inlt••t. of .ny Indlvldu.1
but ere the Inltl.l. of the title of the officer re.pon.lble for the Poet Ca.mlsary
end me.n "Actlnl C~l.sary Stewart".

The flr.t po.t return of Fart Monument Wle made In AUlu.t of 1861 .nd und.r r.m.rk.
C.pt.John B.Connynlh.m.Comp.ny 1.)8 th Inf.ntry,Ca-mwndlnl Poet Ind Company A.A.Q.H •

• nd A.C.S. (...nlnl COGp.ny Actlnl A,.I.t.nt qu.rte~.ter .nd Aetlnl Ca.mI,sary
SteWlrt) had thle to say. wrhere .re no po.t return••ho..,nl the d.te of the

e.t.bll,~ent of thle po.t. The pre..nt Ca--lndlnl
officer .rrlv.d Juty 14 th.1861.r.tl.vlnl I .t Lt.
D.l.Euklel then co_ndlnll C.-p.ny 1 )8 th Inf.
I et Lt.E.ekl.1 ..Ith hie e.-peny relIeved Lt.~ol.n

7th Clv.lry,who h.d previou.ly occupied the po.t "Ith
hi. troop.
Thle poet I. eltueted on the S-aky Hili et'lle rOut.
In the St.t. of Kin••• Nlnty(90) mllee .... t of Pt.R,y•
• nd forty_ ••v.n(") mil., lI't of ft.W-II.ee.

NO Po.t office h•• b.en e.t.bll.hed .t the po.t Communlc.tl
_n••ddr....d "Mon~.nt St.tlon,Kan..." ere reeeived "Ith
10_ re8ul.rlty by the Vly p.eket which I. e.rrled upon
the CDlch of the Cnlt.d St.te, Elpr••• Co.peny."

1 would Jud8e due to the f.et thet the letter 't.tee C.re of Overl.nd De.p.tch
Comp.ny,th.t thle letter ...... lIed In the t.tter p.rt of 1866 Dr the I .t p.rt of
1861 .Ince Butterfl.ld Overl.nd De.pateh laid out to Holld.y In the fore p.rt of
1861 Dr t.tt.r p.rt of 66 .nd .vldently the lin tlll 10ln8 under the n.~

of Butterfield Overl.nd Deep.teh when thl. letter rltten. In 1867 whll.
H'lldly op.r.t.d the .t'I' route h. eell.d It Unlt.d St.t•• Eapr•• , Ca.p.ny .nd
th.n Well. F.rlo .nd Company purch••ed the rOute .nd .t'I" fram hIm .nd
It .... kno...... Well. f.rllo Eapre•• CD. Thle letter evIdently c._ over the
rout. while the rout..... own.d by D.A.Butterfleld end ..Mle It .. e kno.......
Butterfleld'e Overl.nd De.patch.

My guee. Ie th.t Lt.Nol.n of the 1 th e.b.lry who VIe et.tloned there .t the tl..
~. the recipient of thl. Ittter. He ~. the I .t cowa.nder of the po.t. It could
hive been Lt.Owvld I.Eleklel.Vho preceeded Connynllh•• ee Ca.mander .nd A.6.S•• t
the poet. WI.h there VI' • dete on the letter we could tetl , ••ctly.

rt.Kon .....nt or Mon....ent St.t1on ..... b.ndoned In July of 1868 .nd the troop.
under COnnYlhi. wert eent to Manu-ent Stetlon(On the R.tlro.d) Ju.t ..eet of
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BU7TERFIELD'S OVERLAND DESPATCH
Th.. fr~lght and r'_ardlnlC rompa"y O<)(lnbf'd brD. A. B"I~rfldd in 1864 It npldlyd~lopedInto
,"~r (ompMlllon w'lh lloUadlOY'a O" I.nd M.U and ~;,pre8lCompany,carrying maU. u well U freight,
although It did not hl"e. U.s. MaU contracL The rout""'ll$ from Lea'...nwonh along the K....... and the
Smoky 11111 d'·e.... to Ol',we. It ... ,," ahnn. hwd ... nultcrr",ld "'k1 out to lIolladll,l' In March of 1866.The~
shown on the opposite pqe" the only known examille burlng I manll~pt directiYe cal'l'k!d ow. thill
routl'· vb. -Can' o.....rland Despatch Compllny". from f'ott Rll~ to Monuml'ntStlltlon. eo,.... 8hown allo>W
originated at f'ort Union. New Mulco. It WM probably carried m..... the Santa feTrall to KIMIU CII)' and
then« to Mnl\umenl Station vla the Smoky 1Ii1l route

,
\
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Bu1(pl'fipld's OY('T]and De. pa1ch Comp~nr·

8S Bro.a.....'7.
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~Ift"h~ad and lU""'rat~ ~n1iriope or th~ B...t~d Owrland Oeopalch ..-d
'rom "'_ '·orll on Sep'~m~ 23, 11l65.
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GOLD IN THE BLACK HILLS!

On August 3.1874, Anay Scout*Chlrley Reynolds, road into Fort Lllrllllli. wIth
startling neWI r.hllt gold hlld been round in the Black Hills by the Custer ex­
ploring expedition. The news livept 11ke wildfire and started the IUllpede
to the Black Hilla _ thehilla held slilcred to the Indilllns.The llllnd thlilt hlild
been set aside by two trellties for the red lIlan's hunting groundli forever.

CHEYENNE AND BLACI( HILLS

~AGE CO'S EXPRESS,
.U ....• ... I!f..ll ..bu ..) .... 1~.....l ... I•.

t ,1 '( J/I',(')//t7A" ,(

6,<-<;£" ~/;/
I..I..CO••I,.. IUPT. x:r '/1

TREASURE EXPRESS

GILMER. SALISBURY' CO:S /)"'1, t';l.
BLACK HILLS EXPRESS, ,-,

~•
.f•t
I

•

CHEYENNE" BLACK HILLS EXPRESS vas organized by r.D. Yllites in 1876. The
f1r:lt run val on February 2,1876 frOlllCheyenne,W.T.to :::uster City,O.T.
via Red Cloud Agency,Nebraska. Ten days later Yates !oold out to Cilmer,
Slllillbury <Ind patriCk.vho extended the route to Deadvood, D.T. via Fort
Lllrll/llie,W.T. On October 1,1878 P<ltrick ... lthdrev fro.. the partneuhip
<Ind on M<lY 15,1883 Gilmer and Salisbury sold out to Russell Thorpe Sr.,
who con inued to oper<lte the line until they closed and vent out of busi­
ness.the lIlst Itage left Cheyenne on February 19.1887. Cover above u.liled
f rOm Deadwood May 5, 1877. 8elow from Roch ford, D. T. to Custer Ci ty.

* "Lonesome" Charley Reynoldl killed at the battle of The Little Big lIorn
June 25,1876.
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CHEYltNlfll "HAGIC CITY OF THE PLAINS."

CHEYENNE ,Lara.ie Co. ,Vyoaing Territ.ory. vas selected as a site for. ter.lnal
and supply base for t.he building crews of the UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD on July 4,
1867 by Grenv Ille H. Dodge. He nallled the ca... after the Cheyenne Ind I an. and
almost over nite it bec••e I tovn of 4000 people.The rails reached Cheyenne on
November 13th and by the .prlng of 1868 the population had dropped to 1500 as
the railroad pushed It I vay weat,Wlth the establish.ent of wyolll1ng territory
July 29, 1868 It beca..e the capt tol and by 1881 the popu 1ll t Ion vall 4 $00. CHEYENNE
vas a UNION PACIFIC CITY FRO!'l THE DAY OF ITS INCEPTION.

There are no year date. on the tva Dakota covers,lettera or pOlltllarks. The one
vi th the blue pOllt.a rk, to Mrll. Post, bea rs a penciled da te • 5 - 3 - 68" is 1II0at
likely taken from the letter _ not present. This is about 3 .onths betoee Wyoming
became a tee ei tory. The cover to !'Ie. Guy has a let te r, but no da te. Hovever the
folloving extract.under date of ·Cheyenne June 26" helps yeae date it ," .. eveey
one is on the move .. . Cheyenne has plade out and allm08t every body lett now ­
the front of 8xcit.lIlent la faether west so \loes this country - bullt a Citty one
month and abandon It. t.ho next ... Ransom". The discovery of gold in the Black
H1l1s and the rallroad contrlbute~ to the regrowth 6. the Cheyenne/Dea~wood

vaa the beast rout.e froll the gold fields to the Union Pacific Railroad.
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POST OPPICE vas establislled on Aug. 22.1867 in LAra.ie Co .•
Oall:ot.. Terri tory ... CHBTDlfE CIn. but the vore! CITY va. not
.....d in tile flrat po.taark. a••hovn here.Arter Wyoaing
becaa. a t.erri tory Ju1 y 29. i 868. The secone! polltaa rk. lIhovn
hen did ..... CITY - "CHBTQOrfE CIn no JtJW 20· 1878. In 1888
the CITY vas a9id n droppee! and becalle CIlEYENNE aa it hi today
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CHOCWATKII: fEB 8 188-4 WYOtlIHC. .0.
establiehed June 12.1872 1n vh.lt
V.lS L.lr.l.le Co_ - nov Pl.tte Co

CIlEYEHHE '" BLACK HILLS STAGE 5. RXPRESS ROUTES
DURING TilE TERRITORIAL DAYS OF DAKOTA'" WYOMIHG .

•1, mp SHOWS THE STAGE STATIONS WITH POST OFFICES.

•
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BORDEAUI.WYOtlINC
Post OtUCll Vil. e'Ub­
li.hed feb. 16.1877 in
IIhat 11,1' then L.lralllte
Co.Nov 11'1 Plitte Co.
It lias a et.lge .t.tlon
on the Cheyenne/Dead_
IIood route. built by
J.lIIIlS Bordeaux in 1867
.IS a trading poet and
ranch. 1'1 1111 Le. north
at CHUGWATER. P.O.llall
discontinued in 1939.
cover shOlln "'" ueed to
ENGLAND in 1883 .
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DAVIS RANCll WYO
JAN 19 I003.P.O.
established NOv.
3.1073,lnL~n"lle

Co. Sallie as NINE
MILE .. s shown on
map. Name changed
to HORSE CREEK on
Jan.21.1908.

/

/

J

CHETENNE L 8LACK
HILLS STACE L
UP.U:SS ROUTES.

COODWI N' S RANCH
SEP 301881 WYO­
MIMC.p.O.eat.b­
lhhed Hay 16.
1879. Oi.cont i n­
uedOCt.24.1ll84.
Sa.e a. FACANS
on ••p.L.oeated
In L.ramie Co.

{
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HAT CREEk POst ornce lIa,
estabUshed at the 'taqe
station on reb. 2 .1877 .on
Sage Creek 1n L,ulllie Co.
The site Is nOll1n NIOBRA_
RA CO .• as of F4b.14.1911.
Cover is pOstaarked iat
Creek 9-19-77.

, -
CHETENNE AND BLACK HILLS STAGE ROUTE

Alaost froa the beqlnninq the Cheyenne &. Black H111s EIpress used
Abbot &. 001ln1n.., Concord coaches. pulled by a S1I horse h1tch .carry­
In.., the U.S .•aUs.passengers and ..,old frolll the HJlls.

"Cheyenne rIver 5ep
15th 1877" WJ1l1a_
Scott IIdtes to his
vi fe In farallilY Mary_
land:"1 left O8ad­
1I0od Sunday ilnd lie ilce
uying over ,t a point
vhere the road agents
have been the vorst ...
ve vatch ouc stock '11
night ... I a. taking
all the stock [Cilttle
and hors.s] vi th lIIe to
Colorado There 1s nIne
of us in the party •.. I
vill hand thla to •
stage ddver 1 hope it
reaches you .. Will h."
Thia vaa the croasing
of the Cheyenne River
10.t les nnrth of the
Robbers' Roost stage
statlon.Most of tne
stage hOld-ups by
"route agentS",vas
betveen Hat Cceek and
Deadvood. The letter
"as dropud off at flat
Creek station and
postmarked on "9/19/
77" .

•,
•
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,
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HA1'CREEK litTO. LARAMIE Co!'tAy 21 1880.
The n••e vas ~ i rst spelled by tvo
vords, then changed to one vord,as per
this poatlllarll; ~nd l~ter ,back to tva
vorda .nd finally discontinued 1971.

CHEYENNE" BLACr; HILLS STAGE ROUTE

HAT CREEK STAGE STATION vas erroneously nallled,although it vas located
at the crossing at Sage Creek.It vas an important station with a large
log hotel. to which lIere attached the stage ofUce, telegraph and post
ottice. brevery, bakery. butcher and bl~ckslllithshops. Also grocery pro­
visions ,grllin lind hlly and good stabling for horses. It was on the edge at
of the most dangerous section of the entire Cheyenne to DeadwOOd route 11'1
which occurred Indian raids and stilgecoach holdUps.
The follolling extracts are frolll the letter or the telegrilph operator
under date of:llat Creek WyoMay 20/80" I am still Running the Telegraph
otfice at this place at II Salary of Nine hundred & Sixty dollars $960.00
pr year - Rather Good lIages for a Plug _ Hy IIi flO and boy arrived at Fort
Laramie May 11th _ I hired a Team and "((>I'It after them a distanc8 Of Sixty
Miles - Took llIe 4 daya to make round Trip - Hired a man to Stay in ottice
During my absence .... Yours Jaallill Egen"
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COLO I .. THE BLACK HILLS

CQSTU DUOTAKAT 141888. Post Office established "larch 14.
1877 in Custer county Dakota Terr i tory. in the Black Hi lis of
South Dakota .It vas on a branch of the Cheyenne/Deadvood
stage route. frOM Hat Creek. via Red canyon to Deadvood.SEE MAP.

_It vas a stagecoflch station.

BQFFALO CAP DU "DC 2It88apost Office estabtished July 9.1877.
in Custer County. Da1II:oifl ".r r i tory. in the Bl&ck Hi i Is or South
Dakota. It va. on a brsnch of the Cheyenne/Deadvood stage route.
fro. Ravhlde Butte.via Horseh..ad and Rapid City. to Deadvood.
It vas a etagecoach station.SEE aap.

"'''-Lt;;'"-",
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FORT FRED STEEL£ INO
JAN 21881. The fort
VllS established June
30. 1868. Loc" ted on
the ,"orth Platte River
15 .. lie east ot Rawlins
Wyo.. lnQ. Post Ott Ice
established July 10.
1868 and discontinued
April 1.1967. The post
vas llbandoned by the
.. ilitary in 1886. War
Depart..ent sta..ps used
tro.. forts and Indian
agencies are scarce.

.....
rut ,....Rnm,..,.,

1l'..4oIi.... wi.... III_.
(('I

FORT WASHAJ:IE no. Jut 20 1893. TI fOrt v .. s
.sUbliahed in January 1871 .Ordered "lnn­
doned in 1899.the 90 years Old.Chief W"shakle.
objected ... nd the order va/; revOked. On Marcl
30.1909 the post vas turned over to the Shosl ~
ani Indian Agency.Post Otfice .st.. blished on
May 7.1879 and continues to the present tl_
Locllted at the town of aa_ n .._ .
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DAKOTA TKaalTOIlT

WILLIAKSPOIIT D.T. Post Office WilS estilblished.in whAt
1. now [KHONS COUNTY. NORTH DAKOTA. on Seilte.ber 7. 1883.
DAniel Willi.lIl.$ Villi the first post.aster. The P.O.wa.
discontinued Decellber 15.1903. The tvo cover .hown
were used in 1884 .nd 1885.
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PORT THOf(PSOH. DAKOTA TERRITORY. Establ i shed in Septelllber of
1864 by Capt" 1n Nelson 1'1i nor. Oakota Cava lry. Located on the
Crov ~re'k Indian reservation.on the left bank of the Mi.ssourl
Ri ver, about 20 .1les above Chamber la in, S. D. The post was aban_
doned by the .111 lary on June 9.1867 and the garrison teans-
fered to Fort Sully_ At the t1me there vas no ortichl post
office and the aall vas handled by thequarteelllastee at the
fact. The cover above bears one of theee postlUrks of the.ill_
tary period - -"Ott Tho-pson D.T_ May I 67- _ and then forvar_
ded dovn river to ,.ORT RAJrnlALL.DAX.vhere i.t entered the reg_
ular .ails on Hilly 6. Fort Tholllpson vas also the headquarters
of the Ceov Agency. On February 1<;,1870 the POSt Office Dep_
"rtlllent established a post office under the nalM! CROW CR«!'K.
D.T. See cover belovo On August 23,1916 the na_ was changed
to FORT THotfPSON. S. D. a. 1t 1. today.
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DEADWOOD. DAKOTA TERRITORY. The post office was established
in Lawrence County Harch 14.1877 .Cover above was used Apri 1
9.1878.oeadvood sprunlj into existance with the discovery of
qold in oeadvood Gulch 1n 1875. The nearby Ho_stake Hine is
still operatinlj after 100 years

("over below waa used about five months irCter the forllatlon
of South Dakotil on Nove.ber 2.1889.The post office vaa atill
ustng the territorial POlt aark DEADWOOD 0"11 MAR 12 1890.
Corner c;lrd of the OAILY PIONEER Ulustrates a gold Iline in
the Black Hills - Homestak Kine?
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f, ..., Phil K~a""l'a. ,I.",,,",, b, "",,,,,j,, l"" jr"l;, ~'MI (:"'"l~ l".~k'
"~ .... ,,, .'~,~.~".,," ,.. """

FORT PHIL KEARNEY ON THE BLOODY BOZEMAN
Thc Civil W/lr C/lUO('<1 thf reduction of thc !\lIrn..onR of the "'""Iern fom, Th;", aiong with the great
SIOUX upr"mg In MInnC!<Ot/l, inspired Ihe I'laiJl~ Indians to wage war on the o'..,rland trail The Army
had held a grearlrealy couneil wilh Ihe hulians in ISSI at Fort Laramie. By this treaty the India""
"'fr<' to ha,'e udusl,.., rij;h\.. 10 a va..1 area north of the Platt.. RI''''r rrom the Dlack IWIlI to the
V..Uowstone. Then In June 1!l66 held another t~lIly rouncU to open up the Roleman Road, whkh
pasocd Ihrough th .. Indian roUll!l)', to the Montllna goldrields. IJy th" I~aty the gov..rnmcnt was
1/:,....n th~ r'1/:hl In ..nn"lru"t three fans· ncnn I'hll Krarney· C, ~'. Smllh· to jtuard the trllil and
pr, '1 ....·1 II", huh"", ;",,1 th,· Ir"....I<:,.". AI' h, '''I(h ""me "r the Indlans ~'l(rIcd th .. trfaty, Ilcd Clot.td,
<:rlll:y H"t">Ie, ,\l"n-Afrald·or·/tis-U",.,.."., and 'hclr I...,,,b refUllO'd to .igl,. With til<> ""tabh/lh ment orlhe
for\.o, the Sioux IIndcr Rcd Cloutl bcgan a retgl' of terror on th" road, lind hud .irge 10 ~'ort Phil
Kearney, whkh wa.s th" headqllllrte." fort undcr commllnd of Colonel Henry II. Carrington, On
Deo1'mber 21, 1866 Captllin 1Uiam J. Fetterman and 80 men were ambushcd lind all w,,~ killed by
th" [ndlan ... Th.. left what mained of the garrilon In danger of being o,...rwm.lmed. The near"'l
.tlnrQ.cem"n. I,,. at FQrt "-ramie~ mllCll to the IIOlIth. A Ira<let and JeDu!, named Po"'"I"
Phillip!. managcd to get away on Col Cllrrington's fa""rite ho...... '" a raging bliuard.ln one ofth"
great""t rid"" In American history, Phillip" made h.. way, through the ",..,r p~ .. nt danger ofhostile
Indians and the /Inow,~weptplain.. 10 Fon l.IIrllmie in rour days. IIcstaggere-d jnto aChr"tm... pan
at Ihe fort and a.~ked for help whUe h.. faithful mount laydylngon the .now,CO\.."ed parad.. ground.

Hy 1969 the road had become kno,,·"'" the "Illoody Bozeman" and tra,..,le", were Iindtllg5arer
waY' to reach Mnntana. That Rame year annther t .... lIty roundl w... held and the go,~r"mentagJ"C'f'd
10 abandon the fOflJl and c","" tm. IJozeman road. The garroon len. Fort l'ltU Kearneyon ,,"Ugull 18,
1868. a",1 berore the I...t wagon w... OIIt of /light. Ihe Indian. reduced the (ort to ...h....

There .. no "",ord of a post omCt at t'ort I'hll Kearney, but three CO\..,." are Imown. including the
one on Ihe opp",dt" page, which bear postmarkll. Th"........,r .hown WILlI ""nt byCaptain I::dward 1.
flaru who waa the quanerm""t... at the fon. rn ';cw ohhls the mark,ng is con.lderW to be a military
postmark flam dietl November II, 186&
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.'ORT PlllL KEARNEYw,," in Dakota T~rT;tnryfrom lUI establl'lIm~nt In l866toll!@rorm.tlono(
th" W)'<lmitlK TerrItory 011 July 29, 11l68. Le!<.. than 8 month later ,t WM abandonw and burned.
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GOLD AND BAD KEN.

The lettfilr transcribed below and shovn On opposite paqfilwas vritten during the
stiring days of the Montana gold rush. Cold was discovered on Cr.sshopper Creek ln
AUgUllt or 1862 lind shortly therellfter Bannock City became II vold rush tovn.By 1863
it had llpopUlauon of over 800. It VllS the heyday of the Plu_er vanv of outlays and
the vlgI111ntes. Justice va. hllndfild out wIth littleaore than II ~vote~ - 24 vere
hanqed including Sheriff l1enry Plu....er As the letter SllyS - the vhites vere ..are
danVerous than the Indians. The hllnving. toolc: place in January 1864.

"BANXOClt CITY IDAlIO TERR.KAY 23/63"

~We had consldering the se.son of the year a very plellsllnt trip.We see but one s .... ll
pllrty of indians and they vere friendly ... 1 don't think there viII be ..any depred~

ations co.... ltted by the indian. in thIs p.rt of the country this season.l consider
the vhites more dangerous than the 1nd1an6. And it i6 thought by many that they
have done.s .uch murder and steal1ng as the indians.A m.n started the other day
trom this place for Fort Benton,got about 100 J:liles,vall robed or all he had,three
thousand dollara in monel' mul •• vagon s.c. One man started for that place "bout
6 veeks ago vlth about $8000. and ha. not yet been heard of. It is generally suppo­
sed th"t he h"s been vaylayed. About 800 B"nnock indi"ne c"lIle in here about four
veek. ago. After remaining about one veek in peace and quiet,so..e vreCkless
rellovs commenced shooting ilt .ome that vere v"lking in the street,They killed
tva vhlch scart the rest lJO that they pulled up their vivva ..s and fled.They killed
one Old [Indian 1 that had" stltf leg and scalped him. The other vall a young ~n
and they scalped him and tOOk hiB arm off at his elbov. 1 vas at york vithin a fev
paces of vhere the shooting co_enced,and the indian thllt they vere shooting at
run tovards lIe.The balls ca_ vhlstllng by and 1 doged behind a cabin salle vhat
"v"kened up: There vere Your of us at vork there and it va. a vander that ve vere not
all killed.There vere "bOut 100 ShOtlJ fired.only Tva indians killed and about tva
vounded but got avay.The old.an that vas killed run Into ahouse vhen the shooting
co_enced,but undertook to com. out and get on his horse(vhich vas standing at the
door) ,vhen a ..an ca'lle up and Shot him. 1 t lOOked cruel even 1r 1t vas "n i nd i an. The
reasonable part or the cOmlun1 ty vas very much disaatisr led vi th the arra i r: but
the gamblers and outlavs thought it va. ~bu11y~. There vas a shOoting "rrr"y took
place a fev days Slnce betveen salle vallblers.One.an (though a gallbler) vas
sleeping- upon" table in the rooll va. shot dead, tva vounded.one or vhich has since
died.So that they kill no one but gallblers it dontmake lIuch difference. The mine.
are not yet very extensively discovered here,and it i$ hard to tell vhether they
are very extens 1VII" or not. There are soae very riCh cIa i mS here ..•• 1 am arrrald
th"t the north i$ not a going to be able to counquer the south. And it seells as
though they vere making fools of the..selves in the vaoy in vhich they are vorking
to ao it. If they do not conquer the south the United staotelJ government Is or no
value at all. Any state or state. can drop out aot pleaosure .... , ..... Direct your
letters Bannock City Expre•• IdahO Territory via Gre"t Salt Lake City,care of
BannOCk City Express ...••. A. W. Pill sbury. "
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NEVADA CITY H.T. Oct. 261865.Hadison County. The post offic_
lias est.abl1shed 1'(arch 6.1865 and the na""" wa$ changed to
ADOBETOWS Dec. 16. 1875.Thi. is a very fine e>tample of a very
.carce po.tllarlC.
PRICKLY PEAR.H.T. DEC II - No ye.. r d .. te. The post ortice vas
establ1al.ed !'lay 2 ~ ,1866 1n Jerferson County. Anotller Cine
example or a rare pOstmark.

BOtll towns played a part in the !'lontana gold rusll and the the
heyday or tile Vigilantes and the Plumer gang of Outlaws.

/
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BANNOCK CITY lias established shortly after gold vas discovered on
Gnlls_hopper Creek In August 1862.1I.t that tille it vas located in the
OakotOil Ter!1tory until the formation of Idaho Territory March 3.1863.
Thence to Mentana Territory Hay 26,185<l.The post office IIi1S estllbli­
ished November 21.1863 vhile in the Idaho Territory.Previous to thlll
the BANNOCK CITY EIPRESS carried Illost of the lIla!l via Salt Lake City.
Cover above "as ca rried by the B. C. E. to Be ighalll ci ty. U. T. as per lllan­
script pOltllluk -Brighllal City July 24" 1863.
The fallowing by He.Woodruff is (rolll the letter, "I have heard th~
[E;;prelllll by Which the last one [letter) was sent was killed by the
Indians .•. Our first \lork vas to build a cabin ... since then I have been
engaged ln mining .... proapecta 60 tar are flattering The next clll.iDl
belOW UII '01111 probably yield Ten Thousand dollars Those owning
claims ..,ho are wllshing with rockerS are Inaking trom 5 to 50 .:lollars per
day ... l have seen aB high as 21 dollars panned out of one pan ot .:lirt and
trom 4 to 10 dollars is is not uncommon. "
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HOnANA GOLD ROSH EXPRESS

The BANNOCK CITY EXPRESS v.s or<jl.niz.ed by A.J.Oliver. E.A.
Conover llnd Ed Hou.e in 1863/64.oper.tin<jl under the n.-e of
A. J. OLIVER&' COHPANY. They rlln II 1 ine of sta<jle•• car ryi ng the
U.S.!'l.il and p••••nger. betveen Salt Lllke City and Blonnock
Ci ty, into the 'i nl ng ca,p. of Southvestern Hontana. The 11 ne
va••Old to The HOllldlY Overland H;ail &. Expres. Co,pany in
1867.

Cover originOlted lit St.Loui. on OCt. 31.1863 Ind VI' e.rc1ed
to SOlI t Lllke Ci ty in the U. S. Ha i IS •vhere it va. turned over to
The 8Annoc::k City Express. Hovever,the letter it contained
originOlt.d Olt Wll.hington,D.C.• It vas vritten by Tho••• Ad•••
vho v•• one of the eArly ploneer••• nd h.d prospected for gold.
In !'lay of 1858 he VA' vith JI_••nd GrAnville StuArt,vhen
they 'Ide the effeetive discovery th.t started the gold ru.h
in Hontana. In the letter, Ada•• vant.Gr.nville to vrite .nd
give the neVI about their friends and the "pro.p.rity of the
country .... I .hall defer 'y tc1p [to Hontana] until .pring
vhen 1 .hllll COllie up the [Hi.aouri] river 1n a boat, the sioux
[Indian.] to the contrary not vithstanding .... lfhen you vrite
turn the lett.r. ov.r to To.. Pi tt and he will pay the Expre••
f •••.... I vould b.glad to p.y the highest rates for the .ake
of a lett.r .... ". He .ay. he vill enclose this letter -to St.
Loui,.o that Sea..an vho Is to leave on Honday next lIIay take it
to Bannock-. Apparently H.Sealll.n did not goo, but placed the
letter in the envelOpe .hovn above and draped it in the Post
Office a. per po.tlllOlrk . Sealllan spelled Granville'. l.st nallle
Stewart InateOld of Stuart.
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FORT BRIDGER .I: llA..'OSACJ( cr.Y EXPllES8
OrIlU1izcod on 1863 by f'rlU1k Lov>~ lU1d _ ..O~
... PO~'Y EXPRESS. TIw rntlt~ _ .. tl'om Bannkk
Clity. Idaho Tftntory (now Wonlan.)~_100\'If'IIlIia
Oly, Ihmce ...ltl'l~ 1M Conton_ta1~ 1.0
Fon f1a11, In-ee _u..- ..,. Sad• .sp.m.. and
fie.... I.aJ<e to Fol'! 1Jnd«f'r, l'Iat! Tm1I.Ory (.....
W)'OmJnll) TIw roDowlnl II from thfo DailM RocJcr
Mo...., .. i .. N__ ~July23.1863

Foft B.wa..~.I:BaaAadt aq POOl)'Ia~
nro.p Ia~ dqa.. WYN ~tdt place
~ry M~. LeUe... I. _ped __
"'- l'lft:;y _.u -m. 110 ..ne. __
a-$ili~a~~~... by.~to
Fwt Bridll<l'r, lJtU, to P, by POllY Ex...­
cut W..... Cuwr, "--.er.

Fon ~.l!tM,Ju,...10. 1853
f'nnk r.-. I"roprieto:.-

~ _ thfo~ rrorn Fon~ 10 Soda
Sprinp and .r_ Roupe from I~ to Ban/UoCk ca,.
""otr the "COl>. 7'" d1ltt11J" rur 1II111 1Htet". So far
" ...... " k...... "wl r' ·....... ......,.."'ed_
th:IJI ."'" ..11m....... nr I"'" Y"' 1M.'\.
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SAINT HELEM OREGON I"EB 13.1855. Po:n Qttlce elit.bl 6h"
Novl!lIber In vhilt " ... ~ R'i1!lhlngtOn County i1ne lO"
Colullbl. County.So", pel led SAI~T HELE~S. A double tilte
cover PAID 6.
CATHLMtET O.T. l"eb.17 1853 - PAID 3. post Office lutabl­
i$hl AUqU3t S.1851 In LeVI. County.Oreqon Territory.
Chan\ied to Wa3hlngton TerrItory vhen tormed On J1i1r.2 IS"'3.

ust thIrteen day. after this cover "as post.Lr~6d•
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n')l.... ARIWSA TEalUTORY TIl. P'* orr"',. eot~ .. O>lorado
t·.)· In .. to .......~I""' lho- , ·••"T'·rri""Y I~2.lg,7It ....Iho-
""nh "'* <JtII<-._~ whal ~Iho-A T~' On»...:h
17. IW.>l tho- _ than"... tn A.......... ,_ )I,. and l\nally 10 "'-')II\,

" ........ T .....,. (On Ottabft" 1 IlIf"ofi.""'""w"'-'" .,..,.Moani tM~
..............p of n ...." AT lkt zg (11l6ll1_ n... po-. ttrd iII.-......-..,..;I ...
id\astrat"'- '"' 1M ""'L



TIlE WESTERN MAllS

DONEHOGAWA (ELY PARKER) THE
FIRST INDIAN COMMISSIONBR
OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Oept. for Escort and Subsistence

Robt.C.. mpbell Esq./St Louis Mo.
Han. Felix R. Brunot Prest ./Pi ttsburg Pa.

Indian Commissioners.
P.S. 1 enclose here... ith caples of orders from war
Store5 - •

Official letter of instructions, by E.S.Parker,Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
regarding the establishment of Agencies for Red Cloud's and Spotted Tail's bands
of Sioux Indians,under date of "August 11th 1870".Gentlemen, It havin<;j been
ar ran.. ed by you r Board tha t you a re to vi 5 i tiled Cloud's and Spot ted Ta ii' s bands
of Sioux to accomplish certain objects des~red both by the Indians and the Govern
ment,the following Instructions are submitted for your guidance in the discha­
rge of the duty thus imposed upon you. It would be well for you to first visit lied
Cloud's people. Through their Chief they ask to be established upon <In .... ency to
be located either at Fort Laramie or Fort Fetterm.. n. It is not desired that either
request shOuld be granted as to either of the points named. For obvious reasons
it is deemed best that the Agency shOUld be located in their o~'n country, and it is
thought the most suitable point for the purpose ifill be found at the Ra ... Hide
Buttes. You ... iIl therefore endeavor to prvail upon them to assent to the establi~

shment of the Agency ... ith a trading post in that country, at Iluch place as may be
most desirable on account of tlmber, ..... ter and land for agricultural purposes.
Red Cloud shOUld be given to understand that the Government ... ill expect him to
exercise his influence and po...er to protect the Agent,who may be placed 1n char",e,
.. nd his employis,trom ..11 harCl by his people. This Chief having asked that Hessrs.
Bcoffey and BullOCk shOuld be their traders, you ... i11 inquire into the character
at these men and ascertain if they are willinq to riSk themselves In the heart of
the country of these Indians, also inquire .. bout Hr.MIlls'''hom the chiefs desire
shall be their Agent. ShOUld Red Cloud's people not be able to come in .. t once
to meet you ,Spotted Tail's people could be first visited, and atterward a second
trip be made to Laramie to meet those under Red Cloud. Spotted Tall desires a
locationllome",hereupOn White River within the bounds ot the reservation.Dillpos­
ed as he .. nd his people are represented to be,to tallow agricultural pursuits, in
the selection of a place for them due regard must be had to an .. bundance of timber
qood vater and lands for agriculture.There "ill perhaps be no trouble in making a
satisfactory arrangement with this chief and his people in regard to their future
home, but "ith Red Cloud it may be other... lse, .. s you may find it to some extent
difficult to overcome hi's preference for .. nd choice of the country about Laramie
or Fetterman,it is ho...ever hoped that you ... i11 succeed in inducing him to yield
and cheerfully accept the country which the GovernPlent prefers shOUld be the home
of his people hereatter. The Commanding Officers at Forts Laramie snd
Fetterman have been telegraphed to send ...ord to Red Cloud to come in to meet you.
Subsistence Stores will be purchased at the post where the council sh.. ll be held
.. nd certified vouchers given for the same ... i11 be paid at this office.

Very respectfully/Your obt.servan~

E.S.Parker/Commissioner

8~

Ely Samuel parker,whose Indian name was OONEHOGAWA,was a full-blooded Senecal
Iroquois Chief.Born in IB28at Indian Falls,N.Y.and educated at the Baptist
mission school on the Tonawanda reservation. lie graduated from Rensselaer Pol­
ytechnic Institute as a civil englneer.He met and became the friend of Ulysses
S.Grant while working on government projects at Galena. Ill. In the summer of
1663 he "as commissioned as a c .. ptaln of engineers with the XVIIl\rmy Corps. On
Sept.16,hejoinedGrantatVicksburg .. nd onAug.30,1864he "as appointed Lt.
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Col. and 11111 tary aec:retary to t.:, S.Grant. >Onehoqa ...a "'as or. S nt "'hen Robe>rt E:
Lee surrendered.t APPolI.ttox Court House On April 9.1865 It ..... DonehO'ilu,,­
Ely S. parker who wrote out th. 0(f1cl .. l ter.s of capitul;otlon that r.nt and
Lee si\lned, ...hlch l.d to th. fln.l end o( theCivillo'ar.Parker re.ign.d frOIl the
ar.y as a 8r iQ..d i er Genera 1 on Apr 11 26. 1869. On Apr ill 3th 11169 h. had been mol e
COli1ll1 ss ioner ot -I nd I.n At (ill i r. by one ot pres ident Grillnt' s !i r s t .ppo i ntlllents
As co_tssioner ot Indian Aftairs he ••de lIany changes in the syatell,by ...hlch he
Incurred enellies. In Febru.ry 1811 he .... s tried by the House of Repreaentlltives
for defnluding th.gove1:"n... nt.AIthough hewas cleared ot all chargea,h. reat .. •
ned In F.bruary ot 18'1.He h..d a successtul business c.reer and died In Ne" Yorl(
City on August 31.1895,.1. OO~EHOGAWA,Keeperofthe Western OCoQr )( the n
House ot t, roquoia ..........................•.........
RED CLOUD ..... II chi.t ot the Ogl.l. Sioux. He opposed the construction ~f Forts
eno, Ph 11 Kea rny lind C.,. 5111 i th I n the PO\lder II i ver count ry, bet \leen the i>1 a tt

River and the Montana gold fields.Ft.Phll Kearny "as laid sei'll' to during the
\linter mon ths of 1866-67, by Red Cloud' 1I "'.1 rr I ors. On Decelllber 2 I • t 866, Capta i n
IOIII.J.Fetter... n and eighty men "'ere alllbushed near the fort and all "'ere killed.
In April ot 1868 a p.ac. commission lIet at Ft.Laramie with the SiOIl"" but Red
Cloud stayed a .... y .. He retueed to eign the treaty until all the fOrta on the
Bozeman Trsil (Montanll ROlld) were abandoned and the road closed.On May 19th the
military vae ordered to abandon the three torts .Re~ Cloud had "'on his "'ar and
everything he had tought for,lt vas the first time in history that the United
States Government had negotiated a peace treaty,conceding everything demanded
and getting nothing in return.On ,"ovember 6,1868 Red COlud signed the treaty
and through the next declldq the Powder River CQuntry ...ould belong to the Indians
Hovever, on June 25,1876 the pO\ler oC the Indian reached its zenith on the
heights above the Little Bighorn, in the most complete ~ieaster ever suttered by
U.S.troope. The day ot the Indian and the buffalo would cOme to II climax Dec.29.
1890 at Wounded Knee.
R08ERT CAMPBELL had been a partner \lith Will. L.Sublette in the Mieeouri Fur Trade.
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