
THE IVESTEJU\' AWLS

. d~ ~41./ ~.I::> ~~ S<IC<lh Gilbert WhHe Smith ,one of
d. . _ _a --'Jh0'--// .. Ix vhi te wOmen to lIIall:e the
b.t/~~-~"'pA!- )7"4~ ........1.'., CQJ!J overland journey. over the Rocky

:7 . Mountaine to Oregon. A 1900.11e
"tour de force ",for a female ridin!ilside-aaddle on horseback.in 1838. Sarah
vrites to her brother on personal and religious lIatter•••entioning her hUllb_
and,the Rev_Asa B.S.. ithand her 10n9ing tor hellle and loved one .. - that Sh8111'Y
only see them again in heaven. Then she tells of what they are doing: ·You "ill
learn that we have spent the su_er at the p;ameah [Klulliahl- Thilt is the inviting
field for" station of IIny in the Mission,lIs II largest -nulllber-of people can b.
gethered there than IIny other place,& sOme of the 1II0st intl\lential of all t.he Nell'
Porces tribe are located here,& in no place is the language spoken so purely - tor
these reasons & that my husband may be of greater service to the Mission of trans-
lating &c It is a beautiful valley 60 miles fromMr Spaldings [Rev.Henrey
Harmon] & about 200 from Wieletpoo [Dr.Marcus Whitman" Mission] .Mr S [Smith]
has made most rapid advance in the language, is now the vorl' first in the langua!ile­
Br Rogers [Cornelius] will remain in our family this year that hemay act as teach­
er..Mr S's time must be devoted to writing & translanting as soon as we can get a
little house to live in ..... In the summer the people [In<Hans) are absent &. ...e can
do little at teaching but 1n the autumn winter & spring they vill be vith us &. e
shall t1nd enough to do . Probably our school vill consist of SOllie hundreds if e
adllli tall \lho cOllie. Hr Rogers hilS been vi th the people [lnd i IInsl to bU !talo (hunt.]
t.his su_er has just returned. he is next to Hr S in the lan'i!uage.On cOSllllon SUb­
jects can talk better Ii. understand them better, hut in 'i!iving relicious instruc­
tion lir S is before hilll.You kno... it has been said that this lan'i!uage was very deti­
Clent in words.That faith & repentance could not be expressed &c /i.c.Husband says
that vhen the la-n'i!ua'i!e 1s SUfficiently understood he thinks there vill be no va-nt
of vords to express any idea .,hatever ....• And nov dear brother I lllust drav my
letter to a close .... While you live Illay you be useful in t.he cause of Christ. Hal'
the smiles of heaven rest upon you ..... That when ve have done vith earth ve mill'
meet in heaven ..... Your sister Sarah.-

This is one of three or four letterS written by Sarah Smith from her Oregon
dllys _ 1838-1842, although she did leave a diary of her, experience .

.

Sarah's letter was carried via the SandwiCh iSlands to Neli York,vhere
it IIrrive" liS per postmark, NEW YORK!SHIP!APT!26 [18<lOJ,almost eight
months in transit.
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llOST'OS TO OREGON \11. CAPE 1I0R:-<

& 1111:: SA.'lDWlClI ISI-,V';oS
11138-1839

John C. Richatlbon wnte. 10
h...ister)jar)' Richanbon W.lk....
"" April 15. l838,jU51 30 tbyIaner
atle \en home for~ lie direcu
Ih.. IMter 10 Itle eare or h.. faher
;n Eul &Idwin, Maine. "'here
II "'as for.....anIed 10 ttle MiNion
Rooms in BosIOfl ror ddr.'!r)' to tl>e
·M......n W"'" of Hoek:y Mt&' It ......
then ro........ded ouUOde Dr Ihe malls
...·hen the llrv opponunlly atTh'N. by sltlp \ia
c.pe Hom and 11M! sandwich Islanda (ll_aJian)
to tIM! Columbia R,,~ in~

nit; Iene~ ...... probabt)< amon. Uu..,
delh-ered by "",Ill.. G1'll¥ to Jolary Walker on
Septem""r 16, 1839·l1Ie "'.,......ed"¥l1Iat.be~l\'ed
[;Ie "''t!n&JId letter ,1.u.e MonlleT/GrIm.n party.
s... IMler to Re>' f.lg... W.11teT in tit .. eahibit.
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TIlE OREGON TRAIL

""The route followed
by the Mungt'r/GrtfIln
party was al..-t the
same u that taken by
....'hitman in 1836. 1l>ey
Iraveled with tbe an.
nual fur trade c.......-n
to the Rendn\'OUli at
the junction of IIoI'M
(nek and Green RMt­
in what IS now S.W•
.....yominS. Thence to
Fort lIan and on to

""-
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The followinS II taken from Ihe diary of Mary Richardson .....alker, the ,,"ifeor R...... Elkana
Walkoer: Mon. 18 (Sept. 18:19) ... Prnt,y _n Mr. Gr&)' and wite aniv"'" (M"'ionaries).
11Iey broullht ... Ietl:"., floom ho..... fl'om ac.- LIl" Mu. .. by ....-y or the Islands
(IIa"'&llan).11Ie lntem~_Ihey.:ontain " .... much orit dll!flin, tho Ihe, .."ntloned
the desth of nany a Mend 01" ....Iadon. 111" e"cltemenl f,,1t "'"'" perhslM' geater than
on the d.-y lien. IIome.

The Editor of the diaries OOIes: "Gray rarriffl letters that "'e... brought to Oregon
by sea and j)O&Slbly aome that might tla,.., been carried ",..,rland by the Mungers and
Griffins, independenl missionaries. who made.J.he transeonlinelllal journry in 1839.
11Iese we.... Ihe ft",1 letl"", from her home thai Mary had reeer.~since her departure
about eightCl'll month~ prmious:

Cllrrord M. Drury, FiRST lYHrTE WO.lft"N OVER THE ROCKfES.
\'oL /l, p. 175, A.II. Clark Co" Glendale, Cal, 1963.

Jason Leoe had stopped orr at Ihe Shawnee M""sion, near West PO", Missouri, on his
wayea.'t In 1838 nnd the Munger/Grimn party started from Westport, on their overland
journey to Oregon, in the spring of lsag.

From the ahove It Is po8.'lible. and m(\'it probable, that the oo""r shown abo"" was
carried by the Munger/Griffin party, whkh arri,..,d at the Whitman Stalion In Ihe faU of
1839. The letter WllS writUn by Mary's father, Joseph Richardson, and her sisters and
mentions many deathft or Mends ftnd relft1.lons.



OREGON MISSION MAll. via
SIIIP l.AUSANNE 1841-1842.
Letter above originated at
Providence,R.I.June 17th.
164l.Entered the mal1s at
WARREN R.I. JUN 24 and rated
PAID 16 3/4¢ to New York. It
vas delivered to G.P.Disos­
vay,vho directed it in pen­
cil "For the Ship LaUSlnne".
It's receipt in Oregon lollS
noted by Henry Brewer "May
13,1842 Rev.W.Livesey".All
the above are on the ltddress
tace of the folded letter.
The Lausanne probably lett
Nev Yorl< lIbout October 1st,
1841,as it vas about a seven
to eight months voyage

,,

I

rfiAf ~·A~./; :.:"'"a+<....A ..... ?~I...,.r­

around Caile Horn and the
Sandllich Island&.Thi,
vas the second voyage at
the Lausanne,Bn!l"'·.r
having come to Oregon
on it's first voya.ge in
1839-1840.The Lausanne
lias ovned or cha.rtered
by the Oregon Methdist
Episcopal Mission.
G.P.Disosvay vas a
Methodist layman and
secretary to the Mi,sion.
See the Brever correspon-
dence it this collection.

"Good news trolll a tar country is like vater to a thirsty SOUl"

In the above letter Henry Bridgeman Brewer vrites under date of "Oreion Territory
Wasko;lum Miss i on May 28, 1842, to his 101 i fe's pa rents back home. The above quotat 10n
is from the letter fol1owing his statement that on "The 13th inst the long expec­
ted package arrived containing the nOble sum of 15 letters from our triends in the
States" 1<'hich included the letter from Rev.Wm.Livesey.Also the receipt of clothing,
shoes and other needed giftS. Brewer reports on the activity of the mll&ionarle&
and that "ar Jason Lee will soon send me a Sandwich Islander to Ilssist me on the farm",
as well liS the death of Lee's second wife. We hope when all who must go [back to the
states], are gone trom the Oregon Methodist Mission,we who are lett lIill do our duty
to God, these Indians & one another as becometh the followers of the meek & lowly
Jesus. - I hllve not said much llbout the Indians. They have just gone to the Salmon
grounds (the Dalls) - We nOli have an abundance of Salmon for which lie pay about 5 cts
apiece - I have forgotten to mention the good camp meeting we had with the Indians­
The Lord was with us of a truth. Since then there has been something of" revival
among them." The letter was carried by a returning missionary ,via the Sandwich
Is1ands,Cape Horll, to Boston,where it arrived May 11,1843 - almost one year in tran­
site.It was rllted as a SHIP letter at 14 cents.
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OREGON MISSIO~ MAIL TO SOUTH AFRICA

Historical letter written by Myra F.Ells,wife of the Reverand Cushing Ells.
from the Tshinaka!n Mission In the Oregon country,to Charlotte,the wife of
Rev.Alden Crollt,mlsslonary to the Zul,us in South Africa.

"Tshlmakain Jan 20th
1840"••••.•.• To give you a perticular account oE our journey across the 11oun­
tains would regu!re a volume,Sufficent to say that It was one of great peril,
suffering & extreme fatlque.The danger is chiefly from llnfriendly Indians,
scarcity of game consequently of food & the difficult passes In the Mts.where
one miss step might plunge both horse & rider to a fatal distance below, The
good crelltllre upon which 1 rode with the exception of a few days brought me
from Independance to Dr Whitman's,WalletpulWalilatpu mlssionl. All the ladles
except myself either fell or was thrOllO from their horses.Two or three times
mine refused to cro.s so"e deep ravine with her burden upon her back & I wa.
obliged to get off, let her leap & get across the best way I could.We never
slept under any covering but a cloth tent during the Nhole jOllrney.There is no
mode of conveyance in this country except On foot Or on horse back.We arrived
at Dr W's On the 29th of Allg.1838 haVing been 129 days from Westport, the West­
ern boundary of Mo. Mr Spalding was at Dr W's & a meeting wa~ Immediately hol­
den when It was voted that Mr W.H,Gray go to Mr Spaldlng·'s as an assistant
Missionary, the Rev A.B. Smith stop at Dr ~'s & the Rev Elkanah & Mr Ells were
left to explore & select II location somewhere in the Flat Head (Indlansllang_
uage. Without delay they started on their exploring tour. After riding about
400 miles & conferlng with gentlemen of the H.B.Co.<Hudson's Baylthey selected
a spot which they tho't might be favorable for a location. With three or four
miserably poor oxes & the help of the Indians they put up the walls of two
small houses they then returned to Waieletpu hut it was late in the Season
that it w3s not tho't prudent for us to move before spring. A~cordlngly we
spent the winter at Dr W's, According to agreement, our Indians Came the last
of Feb.1839 to take us & our effects to their country. On the 5th of March we
mounted our horses & started for our field of labour. On the 20th we reached
what we now call our horne. We found Ollr houses as they were left. The work
of Missionarle ministers, farmers.mechanichs & scholars was all before us. l~

interpreter _ no help but of the., ••••• , ••••. Indlans? G"r first busln"ss was
to send to (Fort)Colvlle for prOVisions. Then our houses were to be made
habitable & II little furniture - This done the ground must be prepared for
seed. Individual members had more than once given us to understand that we
must not entirely depend on the ILB.Co. for prOvisions. \faile all this must
be done _ the Indians must have some Instruction &;oe must pay so"e attention
to the language. Through the mercy of a kind Providence Our life & health had
thus far been preserved & ;oe nOW behOld the long parayed for fleid.
Perhaps a few facts with referance to the location of the Mission may give
you sOme inform3tlon. Fort Vancouver the principal post of the H.B,Co.
is situated on the Columbia River 100 miles from its mouth & Is the head of
ship naVigation. Fort Wal13 Walla is upon the same river 300 miles above
Vancouver & 9 below the mouth of Snake River.Wiiletpu is Dr Whitman's locat­
Ion & is about 125 miles S.W.from W.W.(Walla Walla). The Rev,H.H.Sp:tldlng Is
on the Kooskooskeelriverl 19 miles from Its mouth. Fort Colvile is upon the
Columbia 300 or 400 miles by way of the river above W.W. by land 150. We are
about 60 miles from Colvlle, 190 from W.W., 180 from Dr Whitman's & 150 frO:l\
Mr Spaldings. The climate is said to be healthy. The Thermomiter ranges
between 50 & 90 degrees during most of the sUmer. There was frost both here
& at Colvlle On the morning of the 15th of May & again Aug.20th. The differ­
ence between morning & evening was generally from 30 to 40 degrees. The winter
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thul far has been mIld tho it hi, been cloudy ~Ith soae Inow , raIn for near­
ly t~o .anths past_ Th,r.oelt,r ~t~lln 20 & 40 ~gree•• We arl _Ituated on a
latgl plaIn lurroanded by Htl. , fine tl_ber & are sO far N. , 10 near the
Htn that we do not lee the sun In ~inter tIll near ten ocloek 0 It d~lappearl

"lin lbout three. It doel not Ip~ar to ~ .are than an hour or tva high
during the day. RespeCtIng the number & location of the Indianl we knew
nothing very deflnate. Mr W. 0 E.(Valker & EIlslha~e given It I' their opin_
Ion thlt if we take a cIrcle of 60 Ille. & let T.hlaskaln be the Center
thert ..y be fr~ I~OO to 2000 .oul. & that with .ome •••••••.•.•• aCCe'l Can
~ had to .a.t of thea. It II thought that they Ire & hIve been for a long
ti.. decrea.lng. ThIs Is problbly owing to their eKposure &..nner of living
-theIr habit. are Ilgretory. They subli.t upon rootl gase 0 fllh.all f~Jnd in
different places.They clothe thealelvel vith skIns' thlY lIve in lo43es -ade
of rush ..tl,pine bark or bulhee Iccording to their nece•• itiel Or taltes.They
have no go~ernsent. They have a kind of law that if anyone Iteall Or ccamitl
ldultry they mult be whlped but ve have leldom leen tneir lavi put in execu­
tion. ThievIng is not cosmon. The more wlvea they have the rlchlr thlY are.
The WOMen do most of the drudgery luch al building lodgel, preparing wood for
fire, dlgsing roots &c. If a asn get. tired of 8 wIfe as he .aya, he thr~~s

her avay. And so with the women If they diSlike their hUlbandl thlY eon throw
them away. They appear cheerful 0 happy _ they seldom ahow algnl of anger.
During the SU~er from 20 to 100 Were under our religioul Instruction. They
are now Increased. In Nov. Hr W. & E. commenced teaching - They had about ]0
Icholara _ They now have between 80 & 90. There is no want of ability to
laarn their own language but filets prove that they wlll never learn 0'.r5.
Whet muat greatly Impede Hlsslonary labour among them la that a day~ ride in
almost any dlrection '1111 take ua among a people of " d{fforent dialect. The
Flat Head and the Ne~-percea Ire entIrely distinct. Th&ir p~llosophlcal con­
Itructure are wholly unlike. We have not found anyone word comann to both.
Hr W. & E. hold ~ors~Ip .ornlng & evening wIth the people & ~reach alternet­
ely. They give the chIldren one. two. threa or four words or a a~ort aentence
in their own language dally. Host of thel will learn to read 0 lpell their
own words during the day. W. ftnd It quite a tax upon our heaeing organa to
glt the right sounda of their worda ao as to spell correctly. Thlre ia I
a..tl printIng press at Hr Spaldlna's but we have book. yet pre~red for the
pre••• We have adopted Plcklring'a rules In formIng an alphabet. Our progress
In acquIring the language Is alow. Wa have never had an tnterprlter.Our house
for worlhlp I. school are the ..... It 1. I large wooden fra-e covered with
ruah IIta & was ..de entlraly by the IndIans. ~ne a.ona our people gIve evI­
dence of a change of helrt. TheIr -attve. for wanting Hlaslon ariea to aettle
saona t~ aa far as we tan Judge are aelflsh - they want to be clothed & be
lltllt:nceflthat Ia powerful like white people. Our hope II In the achool.
Many thtngs look dark for thl poor Indians. There OWn de.titutlon 0 t~1 pres­
Int rlaourCel of the country arl such that they cannOt Very sOOn bec... a
clvlli~ed people. TWo Ne~-pereea havi been added to the church. TVo CathOliC
Prtese. are in this country. They ara doing w~at they COn to propogate their
relalon a.ong the Indiana. ~ friend C.(Charlotte Crout) where are you? &
vhat Irl you prospectl? Are you among the heathen or are you Itlll waIting In
auapense for the move_nta of the churchea? !low ia It IU'e ao fare with poor
bentghted AfrIca _ From what we read In the Annual Report of the A.B.C.F.K. &
Oct. Herald for 18]S as wall ea frolll your letter we have a..., feer. for her:
(Africa) S~e must not be given up.Whlt will becom" of the prO'llI .. "the heathen
ahall be given to Christ1 Werl It not for this & other equally precious
promiaes we could (do) but 11ttle for the Indians. I a~ould like to wrIte
much more but my paper Is now full.Hr E wl.hes with me 1n love to yourself &
nusband. If I h~ve hazared ~oo much In addressing you ". above 1 hope you will
pardon me 10 believe me your frlend Myra FElls"
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THE APPLEGATE 'nAtL OR SOJTHERII ROUTE
1'0 OllEGOII 1846.

This ~p shows the route tsken by the e~tgrsnt••• reo
latad tn the Spalding letter. rr~ Fort Hall thay con_
ttn~ad so~thwesterly on the Caltfornl. Trail to whars
It leave. the H~boldt River. Here they left tn. Ca~

Ifornia Trail and headed northve.t on the nevly axp­
lored Applegate Trail to the Wlll.-ette Valley and

/
Oregon Ctty. The route taken by the Donn.r-Re.d party

~ ~_ •• ~ ended tn tragedy at Donner Lake w~ich t. alao .hown
~ • on the map. ,0.1.0 .hown t. the Ha.ttng. Cutoft vhtch

'''~ .. - (". wa. taken by the Do:Iner-Raed party
~ 1, )\ causlnR'o _ch delay tiwlt they

'( } §;, vere too late tn getting to the
I:'~'\'\'_ ","~"- ~~) high Slarras bafors the.,\ ;1\ \'j \'.<) deep snow dosed the

"--'{~'.,. h·.'... > < pa•••••• ,,~ '::.1 ....
~~- - > , ... )/1OOl.r'.,cl~ -(.t.;A1 I ) h,r.A'W.a1

.'. II,~,J .-'1.,. • n_

TUGEDY 011 THE. OR£GOII AIID CALIFORNIA 'nAILS 1846.

In the spring of 1846 a s~.11 party of man. lad by Jes.e & Lindsey Apples.t., .xplorad
It n... southern ro~te to Oragon.They followed a pack tratt .outh of the Will_tta
Valley to whera they were .bla to cro.s the C.scade .auntains and .rrive at tl~th
Lake to the ••st. Thance .outhea.t to the big bend of the Humboldt Rtver where they
Jotned the California Tratl. When the A,plegate. errtved at Fort Hall they.at a
targe group of eatgrant. bound for Oragon and convinced the. to follow the n...ly
explored route tn.tead of gotng north to the Col~btaRiver. The trag~dy that followed
t. explained tn Elita Spaldings letter. Also the tradgedy that befell the Donner-Reed
party of the aama yaar I. menttoned. This party had taken the Hastings Cutoff ( 'ee
_p above) .nd .... te .0 lats in getting thro~gh the "Cutoff" that they arrived .t
Donner L.ke too I.te to cro•• the high St..rra. before the snow clo.ed the p••••••
Althougb .om. of th.m w.rs abla to get ov.. r the deep snows of the high Sterra., and
gst rltU.f pllrtis., tt .... too late for 5""e of them. Cold and hunger "a' t.klng tt.
toil and .oma re.ortsd to cannib.li.m in th" I.st desper.te .tte~pt to surviv". In
one ca.s charg". of murdar for food ~as made b~t never proven. It va. April 21,1847
befor.. th" fltth .nd fln.l reaef party .rrived lLt the "camp of d..ath". Th" offltial
rltport of the "ighty .even who IIrrived at the foot of the Sterras v.s thllt thtrty ftve
h.d dl.d lind forty .ltVen .urvlved.

***1r1r*trl<1rtrl<1r**irl<*irl<*"**
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VHt'I'XAN HA$SACltE 1847

''Tudatln Platna,Oregon.Terr.Aprll 8th - 148 (Ifu..!>er) 77. Dear H.D.Smlth/Dr Str/As I uk!!
.y poon to addu.. you I say (judgelng the future by the past) that it viii be InVllin
for I have aevrlal tl~a written you,but hl\ve not aa yet received a line fro~ you.t .uat
auppose that you have not recaiv,d my letter. I a~ anxious Ind.ed to hear fr~ you and
from meny tn the vicinity. wbo are so dear to me by a thou,and time that can never be
surrendered althougb It grIeves me I must say that J know lass about Governeur than al­
most any other place of my acquaIntance, perhaps the fault is all on my pert. If SO Can
I remedy It? As a family we are much as usual, neither myself or Hrs Clark are In good
health, buc not alck. Our llrtle daughter la not robust yet generaly In tolerably good
health - For a fev weeks past Our otherwIse bright prospecta hav. been d3rk~.d by .avag.
cruelty and aupeutltlon.On the 29th Nov Dr Whltaan and his wife and 12 white ..n ....... r­
lean. IncludIng two lads nearly grown were aurdered at Dr Whltaana Stetlon.It is utterly
'_poaalble to aacertaln the whol. truth on thll ..loncholy lubj'ct _ The Doctors lndlanl
(kaYUI) were the only Indians engaged tn thla horrible affair. The tvo pro.inent cau.es
( or 10 underatood here by -ost vho are beat qualified to judle) are 1 SI~knels Dysent­
ery & Heaslea brought by the ..IRratlon - The IndIans were alck and aany dylnR perhsps
30 In s fev "'eeks tncluding you~g and old. The Doctor ws. all sttentlon night and day.
Th. Indians ware told (aa alt accounts prove) that the Doctor wea giVing polaon or ~d

m4dlclne conaequently they decided to ktll the Do & Hra Whit_an. Why they ftUrdered all
the emigrants also who were at or about the atation they could· we cannot .ay - Several
men escaped. 2 Tha Roman CathOlics had already cOMmenced their lebors near the Doctors
Station, and were consulting with a part of the nation (Indian,l ~ had obtainad 1eeve to
build neer the Uoctor. house. Th' Ne~ perce chief Eliia has sose two yeara since told
the Catholica that should they caa. and establlah mlsslona aeong the Indians ~~ere the
proteatans wara tt would be a declaratton for war. but whtle they dtd ~Ot establls~

directly at Hr Spalding. or any protestant Station they did near the~_ The prlasts and
the French (Canadians), .e well aa the H.8.eo-pany (Hudaone Bay) were not Injured or
.clested. but could cc.e and go at plea.ure. Ona of tbe Prelltl (J.5.A.8rouille:)a•• i.ted
in bI..rying the 6ead or throwing the,. Into one c..-o grave so lightly covered that .non
tu. wolYe. dug thea out and consu~d the,.. Hr Spalding e.caped after 6 dayl & night. of
'ever toll, and hunger. Hr Spalding vas near the Dr, Station vhen the -urder tOo' pl.ce,
but fled to htl people, and wa. conducted by thea to (Fort) Walia Walla - thll of coura.
cost -uch property. Hr Spalding la now with .. likewise hts featly. All pralsa Ie due to
Kon K.5.Co for their prompt and efficent action in dellvarlng the captivaa,nu~ber per­
hapi 40 mostly women and chIldren. This also COlt many gooda. An arl:lY has ba,n raised and
tha MUrderers hava heen driven from this country, but the war Is not at an anC .~d we
tear it will not ba at present. Most of the Tndlan tribae ara yet at peaca with the
whIte.. Tha Gov't of U. Statel has long naglected thiS country and what will be the
reeult who can tall. Were OUt hope. in .ans live. should wa feat but the Lord Is our help
and .hield. 0 for rest In hia. Our churches are soaevhat ptospetd but we are quite weak
inefficient - ~e need ~uch halp • A superficial rellgf~n &l~~ia. serIously threatens
the 'It tal Intetests of Christ(.) Klngdoa, mult ruin aeny souls. Wa haye begun an orpon
&sylu.. and boarding school In the plains, but it will co.t sav.re effort to IUltaln it
unl,•• ve can ,at help fra. aoae foreign so~tce an where ahall va look but our o~
bsloved land It we cannot get help we aust strive alone for tbe .Ight of our ay.s and
what we hear truly affects our hearts. The two la.t ..Igratlona e.peelaly were very sick­
ly - and aany orphanl the reault - Whera ahatl they be educated and taught to love God,
"Come over and help u.... The courl. of temperance has for a year or two paSt been ...,ch
negiacted, but a new spirit is nOW prevelent. ~e hope at the cOQing election to have the
hwon tht. subjact altured, It now Itand. regulate, altered to prohibit Introduction,
manufacture & sal a (of liquor), school~ are eXl.tlng much Interest here at present. We
need books & clothing for our orphen asylum ao wrIte me .11 the new.,esp~cla'ly abo~t

churehe. and myoid friends. Hra.Clarke Join. ma tn love & ra.pect.

Yre Truly (ley.) Harvay Clark"
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OREGON TRAIL 1848

nJALATIN PLAINS, OREGON TER. APRIL 8, 1848. Letter written by Rev. Ha ....-ey Clark
rellOtJng tile Wlllt....n mUllac~ U 1~1d to lIim by Rev. Henry H.rmon S"a~lding. Altllougll
Spauldin~ WL~ nn Intended vktim he an,II1" rllmity"""aped tile Indians and "·...reat-,ying witll
Clark at tllbl time. A detailed n..,.t lIand ~p<>rt on tile tragedy wllicll willed out tile Protestant
MIAAi<>n nf nr. Whltm"n.

Letter WM enrrled overland an,1 placed in the maiL~ at Savannall, Mossouri on July 27, 1848
a.~ per ",,_tmark 1,lu. tile eolte·et rate Il.~ n<1t<"<1 hy the hand.tamp num~rlll 10.
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TIfE OREGON HISSIONS

"""nderful letter ..rltten by tke Reverend
lI..nry Ilanoon Spalding. to eke ""'I!rlc:~n 1I01W
Hissionary Soc:lety in Hew York City, re~ard­

Ing his present situation and labor. ~S
tke Indians of the Oid Oregon Co~ntry. Ne
..ants tkeit c:ontlnul!d support to his c:hurc:h
a.onS the Indians and thar he Ie the only
peraon living ..ho can ..tit" and prea~h t~.

the~ In thelt ianguaSI!.Spelding yiyldly des­
c:rlbes toll and hardship of a pioneer mies·
ionary and the bitter c:osPl!titlo~ betyeen
the Catholic:e and the Proteetante in their
efforta to clYIII~ and chrlatlanlte the
Indiana. SEE opposite page for content of
the letter.
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W"!LEPTA,W"SIIINGTON TERRITORY, Post office est"bll,hed June J,
1858 and the name changed to WALLA WALLA on Septemb~r 8,1862.
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FORT WALLA WALLA WASHIIKlTON TERRITORY 1860

...
I~~

. '.,

"FOTt Walla Walla W.T.Jan 2 1860ITo the Secns. of the A.H.H.S. N.Y.
Dear Brethren/The first q~arter of my labors in this field of wild conflict between the
powers of darkness & of light,between the armies of the civilized world & the savage hosts
,between the hords of bold blasphemers,baptised sabbath breakers, open libertines,& devoted
gamblers on the one side & a small band of the followers of Jesus On the other,a field
however deeply interesting to the friend of Hissions by reason of haveing been co~secrated

to Christ by pray & by the blood of God's Saints.Every day the interest of this field des­
poses as Its future prospects become more clear. It (this region) is evidently destined to
become the center & governIng point of " vast sweep of country around. No other country
between the Rocky & the Cascade Ranges has water courses sO frequent with skirts of timber
& great quantities of the best of land for cultivation snd inexhaustsble prairies of the
finest grass, and blessed with so mild a winter climate. It must sOOn become the vast North
American store ho~se for untold herds of cattle ,sheep & horses. It must become the s~p~ly­

ing poInt for the multitudes that will flock every year from the Wallamette &Rog~e river
vailies & from California to the northern mlnes,which are likely to become as extensive &
as rich as the California mines.The northern route over the Rocky Hountalns fro~ Hlnnesota
via Fort Benton terminates at Fort Walla Walla. The old Immigrant ro~te through the South
Pass leads directly through this field.This route is made sacred by the names of the first
ladieslwhite women) who in obediance to the last co"",,and of Christ "Co into all the world"
committed their lives to Him & were the first to cross the Rocky Rld~e(mountalns) & settled
the question to which has proved of such untold value to the U.S. viz that famalies could
reach the ~aclfic Coast by waggon rout over the Rocky Hts. & that females co~ld endure the
hazerds,the privet ions & the toils of the long rout which till then had been pronounced by
all who had any knowledge of the country, Insurmountable ;,y ladies 5< o1)ly possible by
hardy trappers or mountaineers. The route from Salt Lake also passes through this field.
This post is the center ot the military operations in Oregon & WashIngto,.The town of
Steptoeville (first name of Walla Wallal,is half a mile fn,," the gArrlqon, ... lready contains
10 stores,2 hotels,a dozen ga",bling & drnnken Saloona,wlth but .5 white married ladles. The
great mass total are unmarried men fro" ,,11 p"rts of the world. Hany have been liVing with
the vilest of Indian women ,but have lately sent them away ..•••.••••..• Hany are gamblers
from California, having fled from the Vigilance Committee in Cal but many are industriOUS,
moral,church gotng citizens,determined to stand by the two preachers in the efforts to
establish a healing christian Influence. A great change has,indeed,come over this town. I
Can hardly beleive my OWn eyes,as I nOW enter the town at the hour of Devine Service.
Instead of two or three fights,amId yells of blasphomy & obscene language & furiOUS riding
of horsemen & reeling & tumbling dr~nkards, with sCenes natives are standing around, upon
horses, looking on with amazement, there is now but few people in the street, nO noise &
the doors of shops & stores remain closed d~rlng service. There have been nO fights for
several of the last Sabbaths. When I commenced there were two or three every Sabbath & On
one Sabbath seven, accompanied with the usual wildness & blaspbemy. Last Sabbath, I was
greatly delighted, On entering the main street, to hear the voice of Singing & learned
that a number of youg men & the ladies had resolved to meet twice a week & Improve the
church musick. A day school is taught, a school house, designed also for public worship,ls
in process of building, my horse is cared for & I am very welcome whereever I call. I
usually arrive at the Garrison Saturday eve. Hy horse & that of my daughter if she is with
me are taken to the Quater Masters stable & we are very kindly entertained at any of the
f~~alies at the Fort. Col.(George) Wright, commanding offlcer,Haj (John 1) Green,Capt
(Frederick Tracy) Dent & Capt (Ralph Wilson) Kirkham with several Lieuts & soldiers &
employees have famalies. Several are members of the E~iscopal (Methodist 1) church & Col
Wright's Wife 15 a member of the Prebyterian Church. Most of the officers with many of
the soldiers are constant attendants upon the Ptotestant Service & none of the officers &
but few of soldiers attend upon the CathoLiC Service which indeed is nO mOre attended in
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the Garrison but only In town. A lood roo- ts velt seated & war.ed every Sabbath & with
the aid of One of the ladies of the fort I have s.cured the ltd of a .. todian & load
player, a lady living 2 .iles vho is sent for by the quater Haster eve~ Sabbath .arn.
The officers have Seen .uch of the Iniquity of the Catholic Hissionartes ~g the Ind­
Ian trtbes. Make no hesltency tn giving tt as thsir opinion openly tAat they
..Ste the cause of the bloody 'Trsgtdy of IIhtt..n in 184"! Thlt nOOn hn IIrlgl,~ ..de," a
present of some 151ba of flour.s few Ibs of tea & sugar & a botled ham. Thts long spell
of sevete cold weather has been a draw back to me~tngs - 1 preach half of t~e ttme et
the Carrtlon & town & the other hllf on the Tusha.JOl hsve suffered severely & frozen "y­
lelf see. In palsinl from hoae to .y apPOintments. Never has there been known luch a
wtnter. The cold hal continued for 6~ (daYI) & no prosptct of ~ chenge. There Is Sreac
danler thet ..ny of (the) cattle vIII dIe not having recovered fro. Chelr levere Journay
over the C&lcade Htl. Soon after cold veather eet tn Mrl Spaldtng &.y son arrIved bring­
ing flour f ..... ho.a, a lDOat U ..ly reUef. They b.-o'..lght .... clothinl & beddinl but not
a supply. We have learned however to do with Itttle. The expense of brlnglnl flour J7~

.il.a ta about equal to the coat here viz $12.00 pr hundred, corn $2.~0.potatoes $2.00.
We ..de lo.e 20 Ibs of butter & .old It for $1.00 pr pound & lot a fev necesseriea
before the aevera cold drIed up our cows, "e nOW have netther.butter,.tlk or Beat. The
few cattle I brought up are too poor for beef or ,ale. As aoon as my wife arrived we
applted ounelves to the erection of a hou.e on my clatm. It 11 a rude affair 4 X 15
Iplit logl chinked & ~dded, earth roof & floor, .no sawed lumber Can be had, or .~in~les.

The earth roof II su.tatned by polea laid cloae & ~overed with grass, when the earth I.
laid On a foot thi~k & it will not leak. The earth floor ia fro~en 15 In~he.

exeept around the ftre, & t. very cold & wIll be tilt thawed out. I have coverrld it wIth
grass & e few Gunny .ack. given to .. by a friend In town. Chlaney -ud •.••••••••.••••• &
atte & -ud fl~. Bed ataad a few polea fastened in the veil. of the house with .pllt ••••
for cords. door of the ...... Settee & chaira of splIt cotton_wood ..ith legs. Candle 4
neils tn a cotton(wood) bl~k• • y daughter haa dug out e wa.htub, ptg tro~gh, & wash pan
OUt of COt Can wood. Often when out upon .y preaching toura 1 aleep uoon the ground es
there are ~Imost no beds, or •••••• floors tn the country. I am in debt for COrn & i
hope the quarterly remittan~e will soon arrive. I am entlraly willing to fore go the
comfort of Our housa,garden, barn, orchard & palture & endure thl. rough livtng for a
9 month. Or a year, if I may by thul being on the ground head off the P4p~1 asencle. &
be appointed teacher to the Nez Perce. India". & tn the ..an tIme be of 'Ome use to the
..hite population. I heve preached to the Indiens tn their own language before vast
crowds of ..hites - Can conver.e a. readily & wrIte aboat al correctly aa when I left 12_
yeara ago. Tha Indiana are highly de1llhted at this & have expressed their strong dealre
that I lhould be their teacher, III the principle .en (Indiansl have called upon ..
frequently aa they paa. frae thetr country to thelr agent at the Fort. The age~t(HUtch­

lnesl & ala,\ the Superintendant haa pledged their word that I ahall be appotnted (SEE
note belowl. All the ..~ite population around .xc.pt the Catholic portion are anxtous
that I ahould be. But the oppositIon la strong & the Catholtc vote ta a atrong •••.•.
NOthing will be known or done till appropraattona to carry out the (Indian) treatte•
made, which will not be till la.t of this Sea. ion of Congr•••• t .eek thts place not
pecuniary advantage tor I have already been at great expensA._& mu.t be at mu~h mora;
no other paraon Itvtng cen write & preach In their languag~& tt haa alway. been .y
desira to return to this Intere.ttng people (Ne~ Perce.) & to my nattve church. I hope my
reappotntment for 6 -anth. or a year .. 111 loon arrive. If not I see nO way by w~lch I can
hold on tIll the quelclon f. settl.d, fot I am -uch tn debt. I .. confident If you could
aee thl' fleld as It ts you would not hesitate. Please .end .. a draft for $200.00 due
foe lalt quarter, vith but ..i.he. H.H.Spalding"

•••••••••••• l •• ****** ••••••••••
I See hl.tortcal nota On Spalding and Whlt..n.
2 'Touchat Rtver. Spalding atwaya .pelled it Tuche.
J Agent Charles Hutchins and .uperlntendent C.H.Hale did not keep :helr promi ••.

Hutchin. died in 1862 and waa replaced by J.W.Anderlon who then hired Spaldin~

as lnterpreter and teacher to the Nez Perce Indian. at the Lapwai Agency. SEE
hlatortcal note on the Ore&on Hlsslon ••

4 Spalding' a .tate"",nt Is a tact.
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On Jan"al)' 21, l!l4lll~",y Bridgelllan Ikewer addr~"",e,1 h!>l parents frum the WMkopam
Mi.'lSion (l1'e Dalles) in the Oreg"" Territ"ry. Ile report.s on the country in general: the
weather; the mission work; the Iludson'~ Ilay Co. and the Indians. In particular he gl,-es
the account or an attack by the Cayu.'P In<!ians nn Dr. Whitman which did not result In
serious liljaI)', hut did fnreshad"w the Whitmu" massacre i" which 14 whites lost their
lh"";. I"clading the Doctor ""d Mrs. Whitman, at the hands of the same trihe of Indians
in No'"mbcr of 1847.

In closing h-e giv~ dire<:ti,;ms for sending letters overland via the eltpress boats of
the Hudson's Day Company: Plell.8e write ewry ye..r - by way of Canada. Send lette.... to
Lachine, V.C. by the n ....t of March (post paid) to the care of the agent of the H.8.
Comp..ny & In Oct- following we shall receive them. The e"pre.. p.......e" here ..bout the
20tlt or Oct. You can send lette", or p&(kages to the S. htanda (Hawaiian) .. trnosteY<'ry
month In the year. I think \'esselo come from the Island.. here very frequently •.. Thl..
leaves us In M..rch by the e"pre.. bo..tJl.

At the '''I')'end he adds:"F~b.23, 1842 I have anopportunltyohendlngthlodlrectto
the States." Then crosses out the di""'ti..", Pc H.8. Co. E"press, on the lower left hand
corner of the co,,,r. According to Drcwer's journc.i. in the Oregon H!>Itorical Society, this
letter was carried overland by a Mr. Fowler and deposited in the mai;" at Westpon, Missouri
on Deccmher 7, 1842.
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ELIZA HAAT SPALDING Lf:TTEll 11146

Hi.toric l.tter vrltt.n by Eliz. Hart Spalding, the vif. of Hanry H.rmon Spaldin"froa
the L.pwai Hi .. ion, "Cle.r Watar July 22nd 1847", vhich va" located On Ctaarv.te...
River in vh.t v." than tha Or.gon Country and nev in pre.ant day Idaho. The following
e>ttr.cts .r. taken fro~ th" letter: "A gentl"...n "rrtv"d here from lI"llanoette " hw
daye since, whose bu.inesa i, to obt.ln the Prtnting Pr." for .n as"ociation who wish
to publIsh a Temperance Paper. Hany ot the lettlers in Will ....tt••re from the borders
at the Stat.a, ~ vhile ther., vere auch addicted to drinking. Their afflicted f~iliea

have cheerfully con••nted to undergo the perila & hardahipI of a long jOllTn.y to thil
r.llon, hapina to find a ~ble home where ardent spirit. could not eaaily be Obtained.
Buy they h.v. found theasalv•• aadly dt.appointad, for it i. aanufacturad in Will....tte.
Thi. gentle..n info..... us that there .re aeveral Americ.n .hips in the Rlv.r(Colu..bia),
thet a new .uperintendant haa .rrived for the M.thodiat mission &Rev Mr Gr.y (WIlli...
H.) is sOon to return to the St.tes ••• lle are writing a few letters to .end by this gent­
I....n. hoping he ..ay re.ch W.II.mett. bafore Hr G. 1••v•••••.• L.st Se.son (1846). p.rty
fro. the 'ettlement. in Wall .... tte 'urveyed !I route tor the IlIDi&rant. f.r south of
thi•• They pur.ued their v.y till they re.cbed the old route (Fort Hall,Oragon Trail)
vhare they ..t with the l~igr.nt., & reported to the. that they had found. nev route
vhlch va. IIOr. dlr.ct & aueh pr.f.tabl. to the old on., & induced over 100 waggon. to

••ke a trl.l of it. A p.rty at 18 v.gon. who vare on this routa, have not been he.rd
of .Inee th.y entered upon it. It la .uppo.ed th.t they have all perk.h.d fros want
or have fallen into the hand. of the savages. Another p.rty of ninety w.gons suffered
inde.~ribably from the roughn••• of the rout •• Forty ot the•• ~aaons, lt Is .tat.d
lie in .cattared fragment a upon the hill. & .ountetn. & ro~ky glan., a arest portion
of their ~attle al.o perl.had. Ne.rly .11 c... in on foot. The earliest .rrlv.l. vere
.bout the laat of Nov. Other. did not sat ln till the .tddle of J.nu.ry. Hany of
tba.e vere brought in on har.abad. by ..... of the settlen vho vent out vlth supplte.
inorder to ••• ist the,. A p.rty (Donnar party) who taft the routa tht•• Ide of the
Rocky Ht•• for California were overtaken by deep .now. In(the) California Mt •• & 38
out of 81 pari.hed. The deed bodie. of tho.e ~ho perl.hed ~a. all the food that aase
of these unfortunate persons had for many d.YI. The immigrants .uffet much On the
latter part of the route. Th. country between thts & the Willamatte I. very rough, &
their te....re generally ~Orn out before they re.ch the 1I05t diffi~ult part of thatr
journey. W••urely h.ve auch to show u. that ve are dytng creatur••, aay we Itve tn
habitual prepar.tion for d••th •••••• Affection.tely your. t.H.Spalding."

••••••••••••••••••••••••

The letter i ••ddressed to titre' •• iater "HI .. Loren. Hart/Holl.nd P.tent/Onelde Co.
N.York". It~;}.S carried by ••hip end entered the mall .t Fall River or Falmouth,
"'.... on "Hay I" 1848, wher. it w•••t ••pad "SHIt''' and rated "12" cent. collect. It
va. Over nina 'Onth. tn tr.n.ite.

HISTOltlCAL NOTE: In 1836 Eliz. Spalding and Marei ... IiMtaan, the vtves of ~he Rav_
.rend Henry H.Spalding and Doctor Marcu. Whitaan, vera the first vhite vomen to
cro.s the American continent fros tha Ati.ntic to the Pactfic.
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Sciats.

"liang those vho lOIa6e up ~he nu..ber of principle lI."n a~ our s~a~ion IWaskopu",]
vas Sciats. He vas calle4 one of the chiefs. He vas secon4 /llIIong our 'ij004 nat­
tured sort of lien, though hevas pecu11re.He alli/lYs vould be allOn9 the rirst ~o

give us to understand that he vas a pray1n9l1an.Why friend said he I alvays pray
to lIy fa.,ily & I dont neglect to go avay & pray in secret.He seldoll called for a
favor,but vhen he did call heal"ays vanted it granted hi. for he "as ·one of the
c~iefs" .After a sub Indian agent .as appointed to the Oregon Territory .. ha<l
arrive" there he visited our station at the Dalles [ColuJ:lbta river] & called
the Indians ~ogether to give them some rules or regulations for their o ...n ben­
"fttas a tribe 6. their conduct to the Americans,s. Sciats was appointed master
Whipper in this Office he was raised considerably in his own estimation 6. in
the estimation Of others. He was now consittered second in rank or next to the
first chief .In his ne" office he excelled not infrec;uently as he called upon us to
let us kno" he got ,Hong,frequntly his report "aUld be 11ke the following,vhy
friend I killed tva this morning,but did you realy kl!l them I inquired;1 ..-hip_
ped unt i 1 they lay upon tne ground as Ii feless though attervards they Cllllle too.
"'hat vas the offence I enquired? allan l\. his vire quarrelled .... t another tice he
called &. said I \lhipped four today I killed theil, but said I ,did you really kill
the.. ? well in One \lay speakinll I \lhipped thelll as thls vhlp can testify shoving a
heavyriding vhip,until they lay on the ground as dead.Hhat vas the cri.,e friend
sald I? "dultry. In this vlly 'Ie rather thought Sciats dld considerable good as
the people began to stand in fear of hilll,or the consequences as It they did
wrong.But Sciats had his fallings as veIL as other.$."t the time thelllania for
getting slaves prevailed Sclats appeared at our place ln his regh,entals or liS
every Indian wnen they go to another tribe 'have something peCUliar in their
dress,so ln this case Sclllt5 had a profusion of feathers stuck in his hair which
made him appear hideous.Mr p,(RCv,H,K,W,Perkins) remonstrated with hlm upon
the sin of holding slaves & as he V/iS consldereCl a leader ot his clan others
would folIo" hlm 6. go ott to the CUmath (Klamath Lake) tribe as he vas about to
do& purchase slaves.Theconversation did not please hilll at all,but in his rage
he appeare" 1n Hr. PS roolll 6. tnrev dO\ln his vhip &. rope & vi th all the out.horl t.y
of his office dellIand that Hr.P.Should be \lhipped ,your talk addressing hilllself
tOHr.p.isnotgood,Iall about to \lhip you " COlI:llIenced tyingHrP'slegs-in
Short hO\lever bis conscience I suppose Sllote hill, he probobly thought he vas
going too far& leftHr."ith the rope stillupan hill· HrP.threv the rope off &
Sciat soon appeared [. took hls rope &. "hip &. lIOunt.ed hls horse &. avay he \lent to
the Clallath tribe ten days ride & purchased t"o sl/lves for two horses & brought
them here.He had cause to regret his course aft.ervards for both his slaves ran
away to thelr o\ln country & he never was IIhle to get the.. back again .1 shall
speak at slavery among the IndIans in another place."fter this the "gent was at.
our place when he was told of the improper conduct or Scials to\lards Mr P. E. it
was judged proper that the case should be lOOked into,the Indians ceremoniously
declaring that he ought to be punished .The Agent ordered him \lhipped t\lenty five
lashis \lhereupon the Indians declared that /IS he the Agent had mlldeo Sclats
lIastp.r whipper & nO\l he had transgressed It V<lS /lltogether pr.:>per that the Agent
the great chief snoul~ tllke the vhip lnto hi" ovn hand~."ccordinglySc:lats VAIiI
striped ror Indians dont hold to vhipplng clothes,&' twenty lashis applied to
his b<lrot back." little while after this he caae into our house & addressing to
Mrs. B. [Laura Bre..-er] said ,do you know vhllt i" being done about. t.his tille?
Scia ts haS been Yhiped . Ah ve repli ed ,ve knev it. well sa ld sa id he, 1 hope I
.hall oe a better ..an arter this. I thin'\: I shal1.Paul "as a good lIIan, they abused
they lI;,iped hilll & Sciats served the sallie 'lay vas his reply.We all thought the
whl1='ping hUlllbled him &. dld hi .. good.The next sunday 1II0rning early Sciats <lppea­
red vith his testament & reCjuested Hrs,B.to find the places (or Paul being "hlpt
in the Testament? ). The Indian Agent hal! talked with the Incians to encourage
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them to turn th.. ir .ttention 1I0re to ..griculturill pursuits.'" we all did what
ve could. I assisted thell in building log houses .... plollged their land.g .. ve
the.. seed to plant "c."c.Sciats a ..ong the nllIllb.. r vas foremost to till the
ground.'" being iI chief he vir;hed lie to do more for hill than for co_on indvid­
uals. t tOld ov..r" over again the necessIty Of buildir.g iI house neal' the
crops to protect thell for said I you will feel bad to have your crops destroyed
by neighbors horses or our cattle.But he thought he COllld take good care of
them it his family did live at the Salmon !lshers [atl the Dillles.his boy or
himself would be there every day to v.. tch them.Time passed on until his wheat
ViiS nellrly rip.. '" his corn potatoes ,,"c lOOked veIl ,When as r feared Our cattle
broke his sham fence" entered his fi .. ld & trode down his wheat eat up all hill
corn &c.Poor Sciats felt down cast.I felt sorry but to remunerate him I knew
vould not Insver in that case. I .ight give to all the Indi .. ns .ore or less a.
the casellight be.No Indian ~ver paid me for dam..ges done to our Hission crops.
As J expected Sctats soon appeared with. long t .. le of his .isfortunes & losses,
" wished lie remunerate hill for his losses by ay cattle. I told hi. I could not"
then cited hi. to my losses in p.st days," asked hia whoever paid r1e "ny thing
- h.. went avay & then again requested of lie to pay hill. I sent hill allay. He appea-
I'd again I put him of! this tille his demands vere not large but it vas the
eXilmple I thought of - but Sciats vas not to be put off so easily - Sept.2.I8<lS
Quite early this morn Sciats ra at our door &. came in &. demanded a shirt I told
him plainly I could not give him one .Upon this he becarle v ..ry angery "" stamped
about the floor & looked about for something on which to spite his vengeance
upon .He cast his eyell on the bOOk cilse & the cupboard &; then the clock.Thi15 lias
so.... thing- he thought lie conllidered very valueab18 &. he lOOked a8 though 1n a
moment he "aUld dash it to the floor.Wevery soon took our position betv..en him
"'-he clock(& vith hatchet in hand,for ve hlld not laid it dovn liS ve vere at 1101'1<
vi th it vhen he ca.e 1nl" tOOk hOld of hi. & 1I00n led hilll out of doors. here he
beca..e cool" proaised to do better if I vould let hi. go but I told hill no.He
deserved punish.ent • 'Ie vould go over to HI' Wp? &; havehilll vhiped.Hr W. vas
busy then &; could not assist then. In a 1Il0llent he became again enraged &. said
" Have J nogun at my house. I vill get it and upon this he turned'" ran'" as he
pilssed the corner of the house he caught a lllrge stone" threatned to throw it
but durst not. He flel< to the shore [Columbia river] to his house in great haste
as though the Deable himself was at his heels, probably expecting that! should
followhim.Nowvhat is to be done.he may return in a fell moments & attemptto kill
Ill... I first resolved to sit down cal.. as I could &eat my bre.. kfast .Next my dOUb­
led ba rrel gun vas beh i nd the door . I resol ved to let it be & not load it & lIai t
the resul t. Th.. neighbor i ng J nd hns ga the red "round • some 101lded thei I' guns
det .. rmed to shoot hi. it he should make hi. appearance. Especc1ally my friend
Sumaton [ Indiiln J tOOk hi s pos i tion right in the rOlld deter.ined to .shoot hi.
if he approached The day passed off'" no Sciats appeared. Early next
1I0rning he came around by another road to Hr W.&. requested hi. to cOllie over with
hi .. " interced for hi." ask my forgiveness. for said he I felt bad all day" all
night that I had used you so bad.& I thought you 1I0uld forgive me. I promised in
future to do better" if ..ver YOllr cattle eat up my crops I viII never aSk you
for "ny thing. I forgave him ... recommended him to ask mercey at the hands of God.
I will said he ,I evermeiln to pray & live II good life .We shook hands & pilrted in
peace &. from thilt dlly forth Scillts ViiS one of our most firm stanch fri ..nds.

(See second pilge )
In the testament where Paul was vhipped.They lIere found &; shovn him.He ..ppeared
very ..uch pleased. turned dovn the leilves ... 1111 i d Paul lias vhipped • Paul Villi a
good lIlan.Sciats VII. whipped ..... colllparing hi.self & the trials he had pa&sed
through lIith paul.
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OREGON MISSIONARY MAIL VIA SANDWICH ISLANDS AND CAPE HORN.

ASTORIA OREGON postmark on Missionary letter datelined wSale.. July 11 th
1847~ ,with postscripts dated -Jll1y 25- and -Aug 4 -.At this time there
wllS no post office in OREGON, but John M. Shi vely vas well on his way, in a
wagon tra in. wi th his appointment as Deputy Fostmaster II. t Astor ill., Oregon _
He arrived at Astoria aGont the 9th of September. THIS letter haa apparen_
tly laid at Oregon City or Astoria until he arrived.SEE letter carried by
Shively in this collection. Both letters are postrn"rked in the hand of John
shively.This letter was most likely carried by ship,via the Sandwich Isl­
ands and Cape Horn to New York, as per red postmark: NEW YORK/SHIP AUG 6/7 ets



Sakm Lrttu,IlU7

Addressed 10: Arba Lankton

""""'"Connecticut

Manuscript posrniaR: -Astoria 0reg0tJ-
NEW YORK SHIP 7 arrival marking of Aug 6 (1848)

Salem July 11·1847

My Dear Parents

About 2 weeks ago I had the pleasure ofreceiving lettefS fTom you, from Elizabeth, Hasmie (?), and
bolh Sister Marys- With thedateofFcb and March 1846. L.astTh~ Ireceived another package
from you with one from Eli:zabeth, one from Mary and a fewlincs from Ursula Palmiler. beingdated
Oct. Perhaps you can jooge somelhina by experience of the pleasure we take in receiving

lettersfrom those we love. The: Missionaries have arrived. Brothers Robens, and Wilbur, Mr. Carter
was at the Falls last week, lIJld saw lhem and !heir families. He was pleased wilh their appearance­
Brother Roberts delivered an address at the celebration at Ponland on the 5" which was highly
approved by all present except a few drinking characters., ofwhich unhappily lhcre are some in this
count!)' - BrothCT Wilbur spoke oflhe bundle you mention. in YOUl" letter said it was in Ii box - and
that he would bring or forward it soon. [doubI nOlthat I shall get it - accept our hearty thanks for
lhis additional proof of your love and killdness to us - We should be glad 10 mnke some suitable
return fol1ll1 your favors. We would like 10 give you a hog orcow, or some lhing that wecouJd spare
for your comfon - The Laid has gival us many good things, for which we desire to praise him, and
10 rendcrhim the tributeofourheatts..1 find upon examination that I have not all the meek patience
which I ought to possess- I have oflate sulfered little perplexities to engross my thoughts too much.
but I have this day been enabled to realize that God hath permitted to try my patience and my grace,
and 10 show me my own heart -1 trust 1feel hwnbJed in view ofmy own wantofconfonnilY to the
example set befon: me, and bave been enabled to approach the mercy seat - and plead suoo::ssfully
the merit ofhis death· 0 Ihall may beenabled in patience 10 possess my soul, and not fret hccause
my girl strives to afflict and perplex me - We lad a camp meeting which commenced the last
Saltllday in June and broke upon Wednesday follo"'ing - We had alargecon&fC&lltion on Sabbath.
many left on Mon - others on Tuesday 10 that there~ comparatively few at the close - But some
were COlIver1cd. There was one at the Twality Plains the week previous - New thedose sevenU~
awakened and_convened -A arnpmeding will commmccon the 16· iTlSl: II Yam Hill. I shall
not be able: 10 go but hope ml.lCh good may dooe - A Cwnberland Presbyterian minister by the name
of Comwall anended our Camp Meeting. He is a good preacher and I think an excellent man. He
came tIte $(luthcm route, "'inler'Cd beyond the CaJapooyah Mountains and came in Last spring - the
Campbc:llitC5~ making quite a stir - They have three or four preachers and are gaining prosclitcs
very fast -I believe the Dallsstation is 10 be broken up unless Dr. Whitman takes the place. Brother
Gary $Orne times since gave Brothers Waller and Brewer leave to come into the lower COWltry this
full. I think probably they will come near the Institute. Brother Brewer has a claim near it and Mr.
Carter is building him Ii house. Brother Gary leaves the falls this week for home, he was at our



Camp Meetin& but left I think on SabbeIh evening to moet theM~ • So thai I did not get
opportunity to speak with him. I ha~ not~ him to speak with him for the last two years. I am
very sorry thai I rn.is:ted SCIllIin8 my letter by Brother Gary but h.sjfll'$S presged so bani that I did not
gel it finisbed, tu I will try kl write I. re", linea IlIOn: tt.ll IJm)' send it by the next vessel- The:re
ha~ been 3or -4 in the Riwr, but they (l(lIDe to Pol1la:Dd and disc:harge tbeirc:.go md lin: offbefln
1 act I.letta Jady- Fonneriytbeyhad kl aocbor in the River, and bria& theirpxls up 12 mtles in
boI.1s kJ the Falls, IDd take ill their return carsoes the _ WIly 50 that they remained much longer
than they do now. I suppose you~d like to (l(lIDe BOd xe us uthe distance was short, I would
like to show you our home allbougb it is yet unfioisbed our p1ace is I. very tH-m ODe - We get
the sea breeu:s whicb make: it gmc:ra1Iy comfortable: in SUIDIDCI'. Mr. Carter is building I. bam IDd
IOD)e othersmaI.I buildings this~-Ourplospcctl are not favonbk: for a 1llrgecropofwbear.­
but we hope 10 have plenly fO£ our own use, our JlOIaIOCS look pretty well, we have a good garden •
shall have several bushels of onion&, we have several sows with pigs great and.small numbering
about 60. 5 years ago last fall Mr Caru:r boughl three cows with their calvcslDd two yearlings.
Whicb aJ'eDOW incn:ased to about 70 bead. We have 2 yokcofoxen, 1-4 cows, one beifato come in
oc:xt spring, the te5I)'OUlIS cattle except one SlCer 3 years old jU5l. We bavc ova 70 thickens. 2
hones, 2 1l1llM5 and 2 coils. Mr. Carter is in debt IOOle 4 01' 500 dollaB, but be bopeIl wilh the
blessiog ofGod kJ get clear in one O£ two yean. I thought I would 1cl: you know so that you may feel
happy!blrt _..e oornlOftabk.. AI to the subslaGtiab oflife,.1hey are makin& some k:atbcrmd shoes
now in the aJUIItry. M~JDOds blnoe been bn:JusbI: this__than before, IMDOtenoughIII supply
the ia:l:easod"""-' DuI_ bope!bal thm= will .xJII be: abdter supply. The:reare I. greet maay
wedding in these days. (M tbtte bo)'$ ate 00ing prt:Uy well. Dav1d rads in the testammt, Joseph
talks pretty well, md Slml.d creeps and is .. excellent chiJd. I expec:t we an: about as happy a
family as you commonly find. I-eto xe my lilOc boys walbna in the way kJ heaveD and expect I
shall live Joog.

Much low: to all
David and A Caner

July 25· There was a good Camp Meeting at Yamhill. I think about 10 or 12 Wl:te converted and
joined society. After the Camp Meeting closed the Missionaries came to the Institute lIIld we had the
privilege ofbearing Brother Roberts -I am sure that wbeo I c:001Ie to you 1shalt corne in the fullneu
ofthe blessing of the gospeI of Christ. I fell that it was good to be there. He preached very well.
Brother Wilbur is to beour~. I bope tha1 be may prove kJ be a great blessing to us bcre. J
waat to be QuicIi: (7) (7) mon: and IJ1OIt. 1mUSl close, much Jove to all.

Aug 4 - We are all in usual be:aItb, we remain, yo&n IDIIIII: aff....mcc-cly. Mr. CarteJ'says otic ill
pr05peloos be thinks be will (l(lIDe and see you in three or four years.

Your c:bildft:o

David and Orpba Carter

NOTES; David Caetee and Oeph" L"nkton.Hene! Beidg..an Beever.Alvin F.
Waller,all came to Oregon on the f'ie8t voyage ot the ship LAUSANNE,which
areived in May 1840.Caeter had joined the ..hip at the Sandwich r .. landll
and in Febeuary 1841 he ..arr ied Orpha Lankton The othera are Rev. Geo. B.
Roberts, Rev. Wilbur, Dr. Harcus Wht tlllan and Rev. Geo .Gary. SEE brewer letter,
in this collection.



OREGON MISSION KAIL iflI:STBOUND.

Renry Bridgeooan Brever vas born at wilbrahalll,
M.llSS.onJuly7,1813 ..nd di<.dJau.24,18S6.0n
Oct.9 1839 he saited vitn the Methodist Ep1li­
copat! :ssion,on the LAUSANNE,vla Cape Horn,
arriv h. J of f Pt. vanc:ouver June I , I 840.fl. ser­
ved alii farlller, teacher, translilltor, at the 101... ­
COpUIl Mission, at the Dalles of the ColUlllbia
river until 1847, ..hen the lIi •• ion ..... tr .. ns­
tered to the "-erican Board ot COlllllli.sioners
tor Foreign Missions.He returned to wilbrahall
in Jenu.. ry 1849 .

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Henry's brother ,under date ot Wlbrahll.. A~~ 11
2S, 1842 ,wr i tea about the people back hOllle ­
lIlarri>lqes .church J:\eet in'ls, convers ions, crops,
gardens !i.c. The rolloving extracts are frolll
the letter,· iol'e learn fro. the Hearld" Journal
that the Sarah Ii. Abiga11will.a11 tro. Bo.t-on
to.orroll.And Br Wright expect. to go to B.to.o­

rrOll 1Il0rnlng.1oI.. have been vaiting for aueh a paCkage [letters) it being 16 .onth.
since you la.st wrot.. Ohow tardy the ships and lIIIai1s are!· He then li.t. birth
dates of the Brevers tro. the fa.i1y Bible. ·We hear the [railroad] car. on their
vay to 6o.ton "c:.
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''Oregon Territory Col..-bia I.tver Sept.27,1844 Den Pnents
1 am now on ay way to Willa.ette as.iating Br (Rev.H.~.W.)Perkins & family down &alan

Br & Sister (Rev.CeorgelCary who have been up to Our plaCe on a visIt - Wh4n 1 return I
ahall take .uppliaa for our atation - salt,Hola••as, flour &C.&C. _ We are now wind bound
& have bean for t~ days past ten aile. below the Cascades. I left Laura(L.Brewarl & tha
children at th4 .tatlonCDallaa or Waakopum ~Iaaton) & hope to get back to thea again In
three week. from the t~.e 1 left them _ Br CRev.Alvln F.) Wallar & family ara there h~Ylng

recently been appointed to fill the place of Bt Perkins, although Bt Gary d.algned him to
go to the States but when h. Br C. heard that Br Perkins had concluded to go to the States
he r~quested Br Waller to go I~dlately to Waseo~ & fill Br Ps place. You no doubt haY~

bean ap?tisad that Rev Cao.Cary has been appointed to supercede Br (Rev.Jason) Lee in the
superlntendancy of the Oregon Hleslon, the board no doubt ..de a good selection. Br Cary
ie • good Father to u, all. He i. now Sl yeare old & a -an of such e~peri!nce_ The board
aurthorized hia to dl~lss all of tha aecular .en of the alSlion axcept ayeelf & sell all
the farm. aille &c ~ of tha at Ilion except the Waaco~ fara, a. thay knew ~ot enough
about th3t 'tat ion to ~teraine. Br Cary hal acted accordIngly. The three faras on the
Wtll ... tte ara sold. The Indian .cbool i. given up, the .tota at Wallaaette Fells Is lold
&C. Last aonth 1 took La'na & the children d".", to Wall_tte to vllit our friend, - ...
• aw for tha first tlae Br & Sister Cary who appeared very glad to aee u,; w~an we returned
they went up with us & al.o Br Valier & family. Va were gone fro. home S ~eeks and nOW a'
1 .ald 1 a~ aoln8 to Wallamette ~lth Br Cary & Br Perklna &Their famillea. W. are now In
camp on an 1,land, In re~r of u., o~ the mainland the fira Is raging with unabated fury In
tha woods for tan mile~ the acene la terrlficly gra,d beyond descrlp~ion _ the fire has
reached the hlghe.t peak & every little while 1 hear the fall of ttees. Wera t an artist t
would for once try my skill et sketching but unfottunately 1 am nnt. After we returned
from Wallamette ~e found our children had brought with the. the seeds of the Ague. They
w,ra attacked .evarely but bafora t left they ~ere ~tter. 8r Cary is quite encouraged in
ref,rante to our station, ha thinka great good may be dona amona the Inlan•• Because Br
Parkins leave, aora will devolva upon -e. T .ust attend to .y fara & Sr Cary wt.~es .. to
keep school & aake ~ka too for wa hav~ no book. in their {Indlanl lanauage _ Laura la an
axcellent printer vlth the pen - 1 now can converee In the Valla Walla co~sld~rabely veil.
While we vera on our vlslt to Wall&3ette a elrcuaatanee took place w~tc~ sh~. that haath­
antch pract.ice. are :><l~ all dona _ay. It aay ~ a good atory for a sabbath sehool.Slnl.~·'

an Indian w',o !ive" ~ot far fro. our housa had a litUe boy who he 10';ed dearly; the
Father's heart vas .et upon hla. This little boy vaa taken alck and dted.Tha Father had a
little slav" that used to walt upon hIs \lttla son tn hIs lif. tt.... The rather thought
for the love he had for his .on he ought to lactlflce tha .lave at his daath, accordingly
the deceased child and the ltving slave were taken to the sepulchre of the dead -( The
Indians of the Dalls bury their dead In houae. made of boards on an lsla~d in the Dalls.
to keep the~ from the wolves) • The slave II probably eight y,ars old. he ~de no reslot­
tanee - they bound him hand & foot & laid hI. upon the bodl's of other deceased persons
who had been recently placed there, with hi. faca downward & the body of the deceased
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child placed upon hl~, JU5t 5a tnay ve~e about to leave hi. he called to the. to 100.11. the
co~d that bound hi. but they heeded not hla c~ie,. In tbl. awful .ttuatlon he apent one
long dta_ll ntght though iMlfou ltO~ninl he .hook the corp.. off fro. hi_ • he s .. ld he
h.ard the de..d atnglng (the Indian. ballev. this to be really tru.) on. of the chtef, va'
In at Br P.rkins ~ va, ..ntlonlng th4 el~eua.tanee &aald h. tried to dissuad. the. from
dol~~ a. they did. B~ P. tried to have th.. bring hi. (slave) away that ntght but in vain.
The n&Kt day Br Perkins ran.o~d hi_ fro_ th. grave by paying thre. bl.nk.~. & a .hlrt
vhich ar. to be plaeed In tha room (In place ofl of the .lav., .0 that tb. dead ..y not ba
robbed. Br P. bas n&med hi. Rans~ for he vas ransomed frc. the grave. Th. lIttle slave
III. II. bright ..ctlve lIttle f.llow. Tha aores vhere be vas tied hav. not quits bealed. Br P.
haa hi_ alooa &vIII probably put hi_ out to some good piaua "II. at Wallamctt. a. ~
a~rentlce • Walla-ette rail. Oct l. I am now here. v••11 lOt ~ safely
though a long journy & to~rrow t hope to start back, if all is v.11 - By Br Cary VII. rec­
eived a box fro. (you) contalnlna Shoea,clothe., letter, &c &e • It vaa just vhat VII. need·
cd. Laura, the children & .yself ar. now v.arlng aome of th. a~oes, they fit veil. ve
feel under gr.at obltgatlon to you for your klndnesa to u. not forgetting .Joahua,Chandler,

L.thr carriad
by "Rav,Mr Parkin,"
via ship around Cape
Horn to rALL RIVER Ms
where it WaS placad
In the post offlc.
as per po't~ark On
July ?,lij4~ and rated
411. ~ SHIP letter 7
centa collect.
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lIe,lly & all for v~t they aent. The specta(clIe, Joshua sent to Lanr.. give ~r a~ it .... ro,
II. new a.t of eye•• She ~ow can ••••a far •• 1 can I think - Yay viii .xcua. I trust If 1
ahould writ. ae.e things Laura dcaa. aa v. are aeperated & I viah to leav. thia vith or
Perkins befor. I r ..~urn. I have vrlte..n :an introductory lett.r to you, v~lch I expect Br
Perklna vIII carry to YOU. vhen ~ vlalta you a. I think he vIII - You ..y vls~ to leave
pa~tlcular. concerning us. Laurs'a healt~ for ~he aost part. for the ~,st year ha~ ~en

aood, lhe appe4r& happy and 1 _y aay ,,,••ver has been contented, s"<a has a growing ..
Incr.sllna int.r.st for these poor Indiana, & th. probability ia now that VII. a"all stsy
our tl~ out at I.alt. when the _llalon ~a done vith us VII. int.nd to &0 hoee. For the
past year v. hav. lived happily togeth.r; bt this I do not maan v. hav. ever lived ~~­

h.p~lly .inc. ve ~ere married; but ~ now know elch other hatt.r than. She know. ~y vlys ..
I know hera & VII. have a spirit of forbearanc. vhich la very neceasary to get alo~g vell.We
get along be~ter ~it~ the Indians than fOr-Qrly & ve hav~ much hope co~cernlng th..~.
Klad1cula the IndIan who abused ua last aprlng VIS shot by a CarJa. tndlan a few dJYs
before I left ~0Qe. The Indl~ns ~ll aenm to rejolce for they fesred ·,I~. Thus you s~e ve~g­

ence belonga to Cod. I have felt for ,o,.e tl~e as though he wo"ld be cut off (froroGod ?)

for hi. 11n•• Sunn Je,,{nll .. Hetl. lIalter Glddtngll, are little conaolations to u~. No O~e

esjoya the aoclety of children better than we do. We need It In thla heathn land, Still
writ. In your familiar way, be pllrt1c"lar. Pray much for us. Tell Miry to ':Ie falt~f"l in
serving Cod· Our love to sll not forgetting uncle Alna Zls". ! r.member the visit there
The things from Mahala vere rec. Youra affectionately Brldg~an (Henry ar1di~an Brewer)
Hr II... ~ra L.Clddlngs. (Laura' a father .. motherl
lie are collecting specl....ns of rock ston••.•••••••.•••• "
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18'14 Oregon Mission Mail 1845

The cm....r ,hown heln,," nrl~in;'tl'<1 a, Ea."_ 1I;;""rI1111, N.1I. nn De<:. 28, 1844 where I, was placed in
the mails and ralNI 111'1'. emu<, II was d~jj,..,rt..J w Geu, Lane in N"w York 10 be forwarded ,0
Or,,!:oo, n,,· '"'''' W;~" I'",hahly ,""rri,'d by ship a"d ard..,,1 at Ih" J)all~' "n N,w. 15. 1845 a.,
""h·,t by lIet>\\','r. II W;lS ahn"st H'" m"nths i" tra".,il.

•r:t'z~7!3a:k/ ~? " .

-7re4;a
gOd J,;'.dcw? JI

In Ille lett ,·r nan leI Lee reports on Ihe l>e<Jple and the alTairs of Ihe Missions. He thinks tllat
religioll is lleeded as much or more back home Iban In far away Oregon: "Millerism IWilliam
Miller, a U.s. preacher who declared the end of tile world and ,he "econd comingofChris, would
occur In 11l43) has beet' rogi"IJ 0",1 loamillg alJ"illSI Uw church - callillg the churches
'Babylo" 'ond cryi"IJ 'oome ,ml (llher my I>«f[Jle' 'The spirit hm 1(/1. Uwchllrch" '11Iere u;1I beno
more"'" mrsi(ms!' Expecting Ihe ...orld to end, a"d Chrisl woome Ckl 23",1. tve havepreudling
wama". OJld anlipreachi"IJ, ""I;prayl"IJ ma''- Sameojwhom are rtX1miJlgjrom placewplace,
'wd prodaim" lly Ihe clergy oj lhe U. Slates 'A I>rolherhood rif Ih/<'It"""- ' N<mresistanUJ 'A way
wilh Ihe lau's" 'All thi"gs comma,,!' 'Hm r wife is my wije." Yet jar alllhis there is SD",e religion
here, but «5 qreo.l Jlred oj more as in any place." Ill' reports that Jason Lee "Si"ce goiJlg W
Sta"stead [Canada) he has 1>""" oonfined I>y sickness ... lie lOOk 0 hard rold a"d it wasjeared
Ihal oommmption had marked himjor" vielim . ..

Consumption had marked Jason Lee and he became ILS victim and died on March 12.1845,

Jason Lee and l1is nephew, Daniel Lee, had led the firs, Mission to the Indians ·~yond ,he
Rocky Mn"nwins: The [..eel were both ordained ministers of the MethodL_t Episcopal Church
and ,nade the journey o",rland to Oregon with NathaniclJ. Wyeth's second expedi,ion in 1834,
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..... (.<.

_________&0

VOYAGE OF THE SHIP LACSiUOfE TO OIlItGON.

Re.... JASON Lilli gi""ul hle adviae t.o Brever on t.he torUlcoaing voy.ge or t.he
Net.bodiat. "l.sion t.o Oregon via C.pe Horn. Cnder datil ot "Hev Yorl!; Augu8t.
15,1839" hevrit•• "Dear Bro. I tblnk th.l0 Sep.,.Ul be in tiae. 1ndl ... ­
dual. aUIlt. furniah t.hei r o"n aadd Ie•• br idles, .t.ov•• ,"c. and t.h••oci .t.y
,,111 pay t.he treight. t.o Oregon,or Iny t.hing they need to turnlsh their
houses.or ... 11:. t.h.a cOllfort.ble. All .Ul be furniShed by the SOc_
t.ty.vith the TOOl .. nece.... ry tor th.ir vorll:. l'Ion.y i .. at little u ••
in Oregon.t. preGent.The S.ttl.r....nt goodlil, tool. i.C tor .h.t..... r they
have to 5.11. W. ahall t.k. OUt. supply at goods and hope t.o be able
t.o lI:eep a supply on h.nd. Bro. P.rll: 1na [H. It. W. ] .ho v.nt a round Cap. Horn
8ay8, "each person shOUld have 25 changes at rain_nt.tor to 'lash is out at
t.heoquestion" .It aay be '11111 to hlv. 25 shirts but lah.ll not have 25
ch.ngea of other rainaent.The aay "light ..tirhl such •• duck is b•• t for
the voyage.and that .11 clothing ahouid be changed once a 'leek" .Each lIIuat
judge for hiaaea. YOU viii requirllabout the a<lae proportion of "ooilln
.nd cotton ther••s you do here.Think 1 h<lv., 1Inllv.r.d your inquiri. and
being pre.lllld yLth business Illuat by vtlilhin<,l you lIuCh Jay in your succ-
es •• in th<lt Ilost necessary part at your outfit. Pr<lying th<lt I kind
Providence lOl<ly .!IIlle upon you <lnd .bund<lntly blllss you .nd lII<1ke you <I

".,.1.,,, ""y. I '"boo<IOO ·Y""··c7~~
/fOTII:Jason tA. Ind hla nephe".OInl.1 Lee.h<ld Il1d the first Hlss10n to the
Indians" beyond the Rocky Hountill ns-. The Lees v.r. both ordained ai n iat­
era of the H.thodi.t EpiacoplIl Church and h<ld 1I1Ide the journey overlllnd to
Or.qon 'II t.h Hathln lei J . Wyeth'. second expedi t 10n 1n 1834. Jason returned
overillod in 1838 <lnd then vent bacll: to Oregon on t.he L<lu •• nne '11th Br.v.r
In 1839.
The LACSANNE l.ft Hev York On Oct..9, 1839.on the long voyage of Tventy Tva
thoulI<lnd lIilell .... ill Cape Horn .nd the S<lnd"ich Ial.nds,arriving off the
1I0uth of the COluebia River on l1.y 21,1840.
Jayaon Lee v.a born June 28,1803 <lnd he died ilt St.n.tead,Canada on 1'I1IrCh
12.1845 - <I IIhort but eventful 11 fe 'larkin\! tor Oregon in the vinyard of
the Lord.Hill rellains were t.aken b<lclI: to Sillen.Oregon sixty one year a .fter
hill de<lth.
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oe~e oe.Beevee - Youe welco. lettee ca..e to hand a few day. ~o and I IIlS05e
-hi$ atteenoon in eeplying to it .And first I would say.velco..e hoMe agaln'
: " .. ve ttlo>.lght of you a good deal for a year or tvo,fearinq that thv Incian
troubles vould cistress.F. peeplex you.t.. fro. not kno-.-ing" at you" Uld.:fa.
.•• q I ad you vas de i v i n of f on one llceount •and that I .lly .ee your f ace once
• ee. And nov Br .v",at vi II you do"Buy .& far. in Wi Ibraha. So I shall feel anx
.,u" to find yOll[' location that I .ay coaet.. ..ee you.Sist!'e II. 10 the little
nell.lprrsu.eaee in tlnesplrltl.andayeaeortvo v11lbere uired to

bfor ~ .. n into the staid and .o~r business habits of ol~ '>ev En land ....1
le ..st..1t hall been so in.ycalle.1 a.hardlycured of ..yC'r~ onfeeltn" yet f
"ouese you v 'II not th.. n vondee t ha t I have tllken the ~or I for II)' ya r i s!l.
ou 'Ole i te tha t you have "nothee boy; our youngest i. II ",I r I t '010 yeo$ r. 01 d n(':.l;t

1I0nt h. We ca 11 her Laurll Bee ..ee Peck In•. My IIi fe and ch i Idren en J oy exce ll".,t
h.o$ I til th a vinter .!'iy ovn. too. h.&' been bettee. I peeach t COli fo"e to six ser­
mon' ".r veek.For tvo yeaell .,illlt , h"ve attended the Easthaen Cll"P ..eeti"g
" hllil probllbl y be present nl'Xt t a 11 . Will you go! !iy 1011 fe hllS bl'en bot h yea r ••
L.st year I tented with thO! E".t floston folks.where it is likely I 'hllil f
oJ home.g .. ln.And vas having gone through thecatalo'lue of ev~r.l itpm.. J '" 1
conclude by one 1I0re refeeence to my poor self.My religious vievs ... (eel in' s
,tre pretty much the sail'" .. s\fllenlnl)regon.l'resentsalvation is aIlthal I
':on81d*,r of much account in Chrlstilln experi~ence. 'I'hi;;- T p .. vp pre ..ched most
Jt th.. tiMe since 1 re,,;ulned my pi (Ice In the travellln{j ,·(>nnl.'ctlo/l. L.. t ye~,·

espec i <11 1 y.: ins i s ted upon ttl I s po I n t !!Ys>.!l9J..Y •and as " CUn';"4UenCe, . am..
", .. re offended . Ten'ard th.. close Of the conference ye .. r til .. Presiding Elde'-
of My district became acquainted vlth lIy views.r.. manners of preachin')'. and
COnclUdltd that T ought not to 00 tolerated as a Methodist Preacher 4'" longer .
. he matter was eefeeed to the "'"nual Confeeence held in Dangoe.ane' an O,l;:lor­
tun I t y vas given lIIe of present Ing !:Iy . Fi nd I ng t ha t tlwy lIere not
atl.factory to that august body: .. Ith.;!rew Ily fla ..... and hav•• Ince stood u

tramllelled;;' .. lone. I i_ediately re.eved By fiu'ily to this villa ..." and set up
f r .. yself.Sabeth before last I preached out of town toe the tlest ti .... ,nce
; C'&lnt!! h.,re.and th"t was at the earneat desire of myoid trlend. In YlIssalcoro
""In. v~ere I labored tvo ye.r••'>l0.HallowelI is a lar\le village,two .. ill'''

low A usta.t the ~ead Of shi" navt\jation on the "'f",nebe It.s ..as} Of ..rc
II frOll.ll parts of the State.The Steallbo.t Depotl •• f .... roda beIow.y 0

.1ldtlieR II road \fill paall rIg tt'lrOIl hllyqarden.l nSt:hool.yc'l; dre
I're the ye.. r~ull<! . House rent 1135 per year.Ho.. _0,"; II r .. 1I11y .. ,II rell,L

re I. ullcert" in. but peobabl y tor ao... yeaes to co_.: a. not c' >nf I "ee to iln
eti<: 11Ir place, but preach vherl'vl'e);. v!lee&ver thll"rel. a d.,lr .anifesled

n t t P rt f the peOpI .. to he.. r."1y r"celpts tor tht' tlll"l hilve f-'r~ (;he In
en ant 1 have ~n saall . botenou",h to eender us co.tortable. J •• eflt' r
at' fled tt at 1 all ill th' path of duty ,and that I. enoullh. 'to' relillio,," "n,

.ent hal nevee been ",eeate.- than for the p•• t 81x .onths ,and at present I ~"el

tlla t 1111 i. peace. Wba t the 11ethod I stll ca 11 "ent i ell .anC"ll rI c"t lOn ~ , cons I ;er
only comllOIl ;;o.pel salvation .... ny thing .hort ot this "ill n.ver ans.er t
puepo.eotC",eist1anity.Wlthoutholln••sno.an hall .e the Lore'.Keep _
the light Brother.and then you viII conSt..ntly teel th.. t the blood of Je!Ju
Christ cle.. neth fro.all .. {n.your sister va";" frl .. nd Indeed wt,en I >;1 'n
Wllhrahall.Th.. Lord eevaed h .. r a thou",and fold foe .. II her ltlndne.s to lie an
OIlne.I bpli"ve 1 never \frote you ,that she vent round anr;! collec·ted for lie
.bout t ..enty dollars.l shall ever reilleliber her kindnes .As for Lllura. Bre ..ee

h .. ll le"ve Illy wife to ..rite to her .. hat ..he please,.llemelll>t1'r lie to you,
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father & mothec.When you vrite again be sure & tell me vhere our good friend
Daniel Lee is. I hllve lost his track.Dr Babcock[ln L. ,physicilln clime on the
LAUSANNE 'lith Lee & Brever to Oregon] I have not heard rroDi since we parted
company on our arrival-Dr White [Elijah P. ,physician,came on the first rein­
forcementinI636v!aCapeHorn,ontheHamiltonj,too,is out of lI'ly line of
observation.PrllY tell me If the report I he(lrd a year or tva since of hie
death vas true or not.1 heard thllt he VIIS killed on his 'lay toOregon,but did
not believe it. I want to hear about Br LeSlie [Rev. David, c(lme on the second
reinforcement in 1837 on the ship PERUj,& Br Wilson [Wm.H. ,carpenter ont'h
HAMILTON in 1836 J & Br &Sister Rllymond [w. W. ,farmer, on the LAUSANNE 'II th Lee
& Brever,Abernethy (Ceo. ,also on the LAUSANNE) &c &c - what chilnges have
taken place in Oregon - pOpUliltiOn - towns - Oregon City _ H.B.Company &c &c
Ivant to lIsk II hundred questions,about the Indians & you must guess vhat they
WOUld be & believe me as ever your Affectlonllte H.K.W.I'erkinll

Were Is Wl111a." Ranso••y tvo Indian boyoW

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

NOTE: Cl1fford M.Drury,iluthor & authodty on the Oregon Misaions,told the
the vriter that Rev.Perklns was "the best of the lot".
SEE Brewer's letter to his r(lther_in_l(lw,Walter Giddings,under date of Sept­
ember 27, 1644,for the story about Randsom the IndiCIn boy,in this collection.
No record of Dr.White being killed by the IndiCIna.
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Ik>nolulu Mov.14th/49
Dea~ B~.B~.w.~, Yhen YO" l.ft ..a laat YWA~(1B48), I p~opo.ed to co~~e.pond wtth ynu.
~~hapa you an watt Ina fo~ • to bealn. Well, ou~ harbou~ t. well fllle,d with ahlp",
~ qutt•• numbet of the. a~a bound to the U.5t.taa thl. fall. The merchant ahlp,
MOntraal, Capt. Chadwick, la taketng In tha la.t of ne~ ca~ao, & expect. to .all tn
• few daYI. She ta bound flr.t to Mew Bed;o~d &then to Bo.ton. She take. qutta a
n~ber of pa.aanger., .aatly .t•• tona~le., & ex .t.alonartea & their chtldren. _.v.
J.D.Pa~la & ~l. two .athe~I••• daulhte~a - The widow _icha~da ~ he~ two fetherle••
daughterl __ev. C.B.Andrewa, who loea afte~ a wtfe - A son & daught.r of Rev. Hr. &
Mrs Clark _ t .... da...hters of the wtdow Ch.,.barlatn . a aon of _ev Mr. " Mra. Ala.­
Ander. ~ a IOn of Re•• ~. " M~s. Httchcock. "alao two ~ th~ee pa...n e~s not con·
nacted wIth thts .taaton. Our aood Brother C~barlatn dted I.. t July. A ~ar a,o
this nation wa' vlalted wttb the .aalea & whooptOl cough, which p~oved to be a .c.t
dlat~eaalnl & fatal .. ptde.lc. It -..pt off I per•.- .t le.at ten thou,and of the
poor natlvel, embracelng neA~ly all the tnfant. & young chlld~en. S~ .eVen or
etght tnfant chtld~en of forelnl.~. also dted, emong wh~ wa. our youn.eat d.ug~te~

tlhn lwalla. She wa' a bright, lovely child, " the bo~.ava_nt was ..."t hean und­
lng, elpectally to Hr•• Smith. She well nigh .un~ under tt, & her health has been, &
.till II ve~y delicate. Ou~ only au~vlvlng da~Rhte~, E~ Loul.a, I. \n perfect
health, growa ~aptdly, ~ ta makinl ~,pld prol~eo. tn ~r .tudle., conolde~ing .he tl
only ~ III yra.old. My own health II p~etty tood.

The Uate of thin•• In the sen..... id' l.landa I'll allan 60 aha In the natton ...e. to
have co.e to a grand c~I.ls. Iy or~r f~o. the Providential Ca.-It tee of the A.Boa~d

IA~~lcan Boa~d of C~t•• ionera for roreitn HI •• tona), ~ held a apeclal lene~al

..ettnl tn thla mlaatnn last ApTII. ~ we took aome I_portant steps towa~d. b~lnRlnl

the work of thll *Ia.lon, a••uch to a clooe. We p~e.ented ou~ _11.lon ~mlnery at
Lahaloaluna to the Sandwich I. land. lo¥ern~nt. " they accepted of It, vlth a pled.e
that they will ca~ry It forward accordln. to the plana" Intentlnn o! the A.Board,
or pay them the au~ of fifteen thousand dollar~. The expena~s of that Instltutinn
the~efo~a are he~aaft.~ to be austalned by thl. Rove~~nt.Rev.Hr.CIArk& Rev. M~.

Stahop hay. a.ked thatr dt ••lliion fro- the A.Board, 4 expect to get their support
r~om thalr conar.a.tlon. & other factlltl.1 at thatr CORReod. key. Hr. Are.tron.
you know haa .cceptad offlce under thla gove~...nt, I'l~. l.O.HaII, O.l. of our .aeular
agent., ha. al50 accept.d of an .ppolnt..nt f~a. thll govl .• 6o he. ~COftS the Edlto~

(If the Pt>lyneatan, the lovt.peper.
Hr.Dt_d, nur booIt blnder, haa buiH • uora In town. " bec.... a nt.11 _rchant,

In c_pany vlth hts wlr•• brothe~, 60 '1r.I.O.HaIl. s.:- othan are _ltatnl prepera·
ttona to obtatn thet~ IUpport tndependent of the A.lloard. Ou~ good I'lr. Parker, ov.~

.t Itaneohe, t. ve~y une..y," I D&n_ he viii 500n return to the t.State•• Honover,
~ a~••xpecttng a great ruah of rorelgnera hera thta wlnt.~ fr_ California. It t.
tropouibla to tell wh.t wtll be the .tate or thlngl he~e a few month' hance. The
,.Iulon f ...lltea he~. on Oahu .re ln u.ual health, "alao the f...1ly of lIev.Mr.Daaon.
Hay we not hope to hear fra. you aoon? Hy aheet la full, & I ..u.t rloa•• Hrs.S.
our dau~hter join. ~ tn aendtoR ~~ch love to yourlelf " f ...tly.

Yours VfI~y truly
L_al1 Satth

P.S. In AuIu.t the rrench c... on .ho~e her. ~ took po•••• ton of the fort, .ptltad all
the lun. on the fort, broke open the .....:t1ne ~ deatroywd all the ..akeU ~ powder
Sou.hed In the doou "vtndowa of the gov'a hou... _ took the I:lnga Yacht, worth
$I~,ono , then cleared out.And Dr. Judd ~ tvo young chief. h.ve Rone t the U.S. 60
tngland, & r~anrs to .at redr•• ,.
P.S. 1 ..nd you 'l No'l of The r~lend", Mr.D.,.ona paper. But the post office lAW Ny
p~.vent thetr betn8~rva~ded to you ttll the postag_ Ihall be pald.
The Ntl wtll be l.ft at New Bedford.
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To Kn RiDllllab )
V1nche,ter IJ.tcht'ield Co ColIn)

IIIIlar 51ater. the y&bUlla donat1on ot clDth1nc
1"rooI tIloe Vina1;en Soc. ,... receintd at t.his station one :J.ar " tour IIODtJa
trors the elate ot)'OW' Idnd ~tter aceo"PaIl11n6 it. Our ,..ar~ opportuZL1t1aa
of aend1.nc letter" b:J l!II:I1p t%'oIII this COWlt:.ry oceur onl;r in the tall. Laet
tall ,.." the propflr t1.llle to han aII".ered)'OW' let.ter. bl1. dur1.Dg the period
I aet ~art tor &lUIwertq _erou. lettlln I tound -.yselt 110 O1'lI1"Il!lebled
Idth the cares 5: labon ot the stat1on. t.1Iat I ,... obl1&ed to l.a;;r ."ide
ssyeral, btters 11IU!1lMll:lld~ th. ;your, ,.." rambend. &11.." a kind
ot At ott tor that neglect. I nU '/113 it 1a the fir"t one aelect.ed :rr..
the twldl.e to aIISWllr &. torvard tbll COIling talll So I he..,.. OOII:IKIDCed wrttLna
4 _elta u.rl1er than USIa! that I ...,. be able to 'P'II- a lIOrd to all vbo
• .,. be look1ng QUt tor a letter &. t1.DlIIb -::r vriti.ll& betore the people re_
turn tl'OIIl the Buttalo COWlt.ry, tbe1r root-gr0und8 &. !1l1heriee, Whieh 1I1ll
(l(IIITIenee in ~t 4 _eks. Iiot tJat tt1e dut1a, ot the station 11111 alloY
lUI all this tiM tor v.r1t.1ng or one quater ot 1tl ,Ull I ha" D8Yer "eon
• tble d.nee our an1.yal in tbe countzy .ben so ttll< tJtl.n&' eo....anQed t-d­
tate attention as at. the present, ok ~tl:r tor the tall aad winter to
_. nte bu.114l..nf:" &r"8 llIOV coatortabl. &: OOlrftD1aot. Tbq are alaIat
.xc1ll.81'1'111::r the Vlrk ot q OVll haDd,. Hired help be11l6 ..r,. d1.tt'iCl.llt to
obta1n in th1a eolmtl'1, eapec1all;r at thia retired ,tate, &. WhIKl procured
otten ot tha poorest 1dJId. Pro-r.l.dance haVe"r tundllbed a 'I'U'T good 11111
wright, in. OM ot .en tro:cr. lricanIIQ vbo lIPllInt a tew -mtb" 1I1th _ two
:Jeara IgO on 111' -, to the lower Co1.J.mbis &: ao tv" adY_d the tlour &.
.-...:Ll.lll that th.,.,. ban been COIIpleted ainca &: _ are 'I'U'T iOOd bl,ine"..
the b1il.d1.nis eond,t ot a aalf-tl1ll capabla ot cut1.Da lSOO teet a .,.."., &
tlour..u11 - '11th 'ton"" J2 1ncb.ea 1n d1_ter. cut traa , cranUe boulder
near by, 1hieh lUke good nour, • d1fttl.l1.na boIlM 20 x )0, lIehool houM,
veaY1n,g & lIp1n.n1~ roca, atore hou.., "barn. Throo.gh the bleaa1l:lg ot a
killd ProTidenOll _a 2$0 blshala ot lIMat, ooro So ~." ara gathentd &.
4tored, ao that bit litt1. DIOre than a garden v1ll be nMded tor tha nut
:Jea.- or two. V. b..... beet, pork &. tovl.a:, III1lIl: & butter IlION than_
deaerve. .ill groen, & roota grow _11 in thU eollDtry & eapee1&ll;r in
t.hi' ...an..,. ea:te to ..tur1q- 0Il1:T by re&llOll ot tba great beat.. V. are
obliged to rellOrt ti irrigation .are or len. Herda ot all Id.nde 1nere,""
rlljlidll" & teed out tbrou.gb tbe 1I1nter witbout care ueept lIbeep which need
care to proteet troo:a vol..,..lI. SlI.eep p~a regularl,y tnce a ;rear, Whieh
I bollen 1& Ian eltC"Ption to all otber C<W1tr1es. !Ill' countl"1 v.l.ll rr.l..
dantl;r beeOllle an extensln cru,ing eountrT either ill Ule handa ot th.
natine or lIhitaa or both. It can DeYar beooae an agricultural COIlDtI'T
by reuon ot tbe IICV"e:1ty ot tUlabla 1&lld which 111 oontlned to the _all
.tn..." " probably dH, not eonat1tatll one ti.. thouaan<tth part ot the
lIhole. Though it 1& thOllgbt by good judg., that II8:IT o! the high phin,
;II1gbt produe• .meat.. ConaequentJ,y tbo COIlDtry can n_r beco. thickl,y
aettled eftD l!II:Iould Go"'elTDlIot be d18p01Ied to exteDd lta judicial polley
WlIst ot tha Roeq Kountainll. Should t.hl• ......r taD placa or in other
1OO1'da should Mttlerll tlock in u..nder the proteotlOl1 ot the Gov, I taV"
the ru1.D ot theM poor "tribe, vtU __• Un.le.. the GoT be u.el,y
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...-rind n... tbI BoW'd. bl.t. no_ BOiWb1.e. toM 1IbIl\.U., are tor Factory
~ &; e_ D01. bill ",Mod. 110. t.w harDIlY are .u.ke co~_t.lJ' not ..
set. on.. coaraen~ 18 J6 .. t'lDIIII't~. Oft%' 100 .t leu," t:lllIl
erJOlOlI tor c_bM.ck. I __ tUm OIIt eo-...,. oUler reed rr-. tlLII )6 wh1.CIh
aakN WI 18 _1~ tor ClI:III.r8ll I«)Q~.

lou. ftlT 1d.Dd17 Gpl'Nll • lIi1J1 r<gn6l1s to aid 1U b7 oocu1anal
dDnat1.olUl 6c v1ab too~ vbato U1J..DC8 are~ Sboal.4 7OU' ~lent
Soc. att.ar -ad!..D& llbat. I ban 1ft':!.tt.., be ,t.Ul dlJlpolUld too eostJ'er t.brir
t.-n upon •• tot. to~ tb1.np ...,. be D.ecl .. par..1cu1A1rq v.M!l:IL
CoarM eottoa *1rta tor Id", tzwt. i, to pq tor labor. <So b"""'r­
cll.atll. do calloo. "',llbd.t P"UhoO;oob...an..lrt Il::lnd or I:Je.ad8 Ml:l.U••
-.n... all tor 1Dd1_ tzwIII. 1 pr or 00...- boot.ll tor.llll:rMU' JIll S... pr
or n-11lrtllPU'S " ~s tor IV_U. s.c-. _1M! elath1Jlc tor llIlZ'

tM;l~. >lbo 1.t m. U ..... vU.l be T 7-..r3 old b tb8 taU or l.8laL
tM o\her .. ll.tue 1107 eo S at U. _ u.. Krs. S bu cl.at.llUlC "
bIodd1ll1 tor • 1lmc u.-. U ~t "" to.N at-t.~ ill UM M.., or
e.'l.Iin. I th1JlI _ ~Ual eba1rs COQ}A bill ........ Uk.~ ..
boDd. or~. \he latta' 1JI~~ .. t1&bt bound bill. are 1.D_
TlllnabJAo fOr _at., nUl u.. Ulaft .-d .n.i.cll!a, or- wbllton'er J'lI'l .....
think pl'OOa' to ..18et... _ V1thoat.~~. I ClOIIl1.4~ til.
bGt kDow nat 1IIHD I c.D me! .rt1e1m't t.1ae. ... l1tUe dr'.-d trv.1t
>auld eo- ,at, "~ .... or put. dqII. ilrtt1.llC~. _bill >4.ll be
...-cI it _ (lCllltJ..aga to print. with "hi p-. But t _ ~ too .ad!
lJ.be,rty >a. til J'Our k1Jld orr.-.

Kq _ aU .. Prqu' oil 'LIbor 1D onr re3p'Kt i... .n'" dlI
&all _t 1n __•

1"111'5 lD. U. ~l or Qv1.st. H H fyeldh•• Y .",

ID U. abo... I ban at.t.-pt.ed. to eGIIp17 Vith yo>r req.I.,t, ..
at the ._ U- C1" a t811lt 1dea or OW' t.rlal.8 as _ll as QIlr """S.
~t your pr-er-r8 .. '1O'U' u- aq DOt to- tJlrolG into tM 48l1t. Sbc»ld
TJ"~ co..,ta.. to cnr.et y,Jar sJ.8 ..,t.be.r VlIlI' 1n t'Ilt.urc I shall ~t.a1n1T

IKlDOr your Ja.....t.. !bI Lord rrrb-r yr:N. !Or ,.eu.r ,--br-. or ll-I

.. g1ft J'O\II stronc raith.

bOZ

W1nchutar

L1tchfield Co CCml
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