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EI Camino Real de Tierra Ade11lro
(The royal road of I/IIi'rior Iwlt!)

El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro
was a primary mute betwun
northern Mexico and what is now
the southwest United States. for
more than 300 years. It "'3$ used by
thl: Spanish br coloniz.uion. missionary
supp!). COlmJm:e. cultural exchange.
and miIiW)" c:ampaigm. Ilistoric. ethnic.
and culture. tradilions were Il.Iso
transmitted along EI Camino Real
panieularty Spanish music. folk lilies..

medicine. sayings. arcltitecture.
geographic place r"IallleS.language.
irrigation S)"Slems. and Spanish 1lI\\.
Also II variety of foods. includin~ lhe
Chile pepper. were also introduced to
Ncw Mexico by the Spanish scnlers via
EI Camino Real. EI Camino Real was
established by Juan de Oltllte in 1598.
almost a decade before the firsl En~lish

colonists landed al JamcSIO\\l1, Virginia.

EI Camino Real (Ihe ro)"al road)
extended from Mexico City. the capital
of the vice royalty ofNew Spain. to San
JltlIf1 Pueblo from (1598· t600). Then
the ending point ofEI Camino Rcal \\1IS
mo\-ro to Santa Fe. in 1610. The 10UIJ
miqe orEI Camin;) Real m,m
Mexioo City to San Juan Pueblo is
1.500 miles.

The Spaniafds started expanding
north in sean:h for richer sihw mines.
When the capit.al of the northern
pro\'ince ofNew Spain was mo\-ed 10
Santa Fe. Sania Fe beaune the terminal
for tile mission supply ')'Stem. Soon the
earavans bound mrth from Mexioo City
carried nol only friars and missionar}"
supplies. bul also settlers. newl)
appoinled officials. treders. produce.
and occasionally convicts and prisoners
ofwal.

6I9/?'J 1:1 \ I'M



TIlE WESTERN MAILS

SPANISll/H£XICAN/NEW MEXICO.

SANTA FE was founded by Pedro de Peralta, the Spanish
governor ot the province ot New Mexico,during the winter
of 1609/1610. He named it La Vil.l." Re"l de 1" Santa Fe de
San Franciaco de Asisi. or The Royal Ci ty of the HOI y Fa i th
at Saint Franch at Assisi _ short.ened to SANTA FE. There
were only two post otfices ,during this period, in what is
now Arizona and tlew Mexico - SANTA FE and TOME-

NUEVOMEXICO.

- .

-
(.

•

NUEVO MEXICO. This postmark was used by the SANTA FE post
ottice during the Spanish and Mexic"n regimes, between
1800 lind the Americlln Occupation in 1846.The cover shown
above,bearing this postlllark in red, is addressed to the
Alcalde (mayor) ot the City at Chiguagua (Chihuahua), troll
the Alcllide at the ·Vil.l.a a Sta Fee-. The numeral 3 manusc_
ript is the postage in Spanish reals.NO year date, but most
probably used litter Mexico got its Independence tram Spain
in 1821 - during the early 1820's. This is the first cover
to show that this postmark was applied at SANTA FE and
it alSO is the earliest recorded use at this postmark by
more than twenty years.



Socorro

•ARI?PE

TIlE WESTERN A-fAII.S

Santa Fe EL
CAMINO

Las Cruces REAL
I Paso

EL CAMINO REAL
de Tierra Adentro.

(The Royal Road ot the in­
terior land) ,vas the main
rou~e betlleen SANTA FE and
MEXICO CIT'{ tor lIIore th'/ln
]00 years. It folloved tne
east side of the Rio Grande
River to El Paso, thence
almost directly south via
CHIHUAHUA and DURANGO. tor
allllost 1500 miles.

SPANI SII/KEXICAN!HElf MEXICO.

TOME vas established by the Spani5h government in 1695.Locatcd about
80 miles south at Santa Fe.on the east side of the Rio Grande River. It
vas a station on the ilL CAMINO REAL.The folded letter shown above.bear­
ing the straightline postmark in red. is datelined at -Bele.ll (Belen]
Mayo 20 de 1823".Belen is a little S.W of TOME on the west side ot the
Rio Grande. The letter is addressed to Don Lorenzo Lopez at Chihugua.
Besides the TOME postmarle it bears a large manuscript "3" reals rate
ot that oltice.Apparently the letter was carried over an alternate
route as it bears a manuscript postmark of "Arizpe 5r.(5anoral" and an
additional -3" reals rate marking below the postmarle. It may have gone
this way because of Indian troubles that frequently plagued the CaminO
Real-But,more likely, it could have gone to Chihauhua and then been
forwarded to Ar i lope, which would expla i 1'1 the extra - 3- rea IS charge.
This cover bears the earliest use of the TOKE post marie by more then tvo
decades.
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TIlE WESTERN MAILS

-'

DSATH OF J.l>D£DIAH S. SMITH ON TIl£ SAMTA F£ TRAIL
Historic letter written by William L. Sublette fro~ Walnut Creek, near the
Arkansas river, on September 24,1831, to Wm. H. Ashley, Placed In the mail.
at "Independence Ho October 1st" 1831. Rates 18 3/4 cents to St. Louis.

~k**********************************

"The l"tter is paral1el"d somewhat by t ..o e"tant letters ..ritten fro~ the
same locality on the .ame day, by Austin Smith to his fath"r and brother,
and all three letters setting forth the circumstances of the death of
Jededlah Smith at the hands of the Comanches, besides detailing Peter
Smith's venture< In association with Sam',,, 1 Parkman lin the Californial
New MeXican trade. In addition, Sublette's letter give. a much more de­
tailed account of Hinter's being killed by the Pawnees, the only source
to date the occurrence (stated as June 19, but transparently Hay 19;
Sublette dates Smith's death for June 27, a similar mistake for May 27).
Moreover, Sublette provides details as to the dissolution of his partner­
ship with David E. Jackson <Smith,Sublette &Jackson), recounts the mOun­
tain news insofar as it has filtered south to Santa Fe, remarks on the
returns of the traders, and indicates something of the nature of his own
business relationship with Ashley. The letter is a major documentation of
fur trade history." Dale L.Morgan, October 2,1956.

SEE Fur Trade Collection for the original letter.



A POR~Y_NINRR ON THE
MIlXICAH GOLD TRAIL

SOCCOII:O.NISWKKX.ICO ie locilltqd on the vellt bank of thq Rio Crande River.At the
tiae of this let ter it ViiS a sDall adobe village under lIIi li tary OCCUpii t ion.
It wallgilrrisoned by iI detatchlllent of U.S.Dragoons.until the organization of
the ter ri torial governaent Septe.ber 9, 1850. The U. S, POllt Offico vas estab_
1111hedabout laSO-laSl.The letter Shovn above vas used all per postmark SOCCORO
N.M. NOV 20/49 D WEDGAIl P N. during the aU i tary per iad and 11. therefore a ..il i­
tllry post.arlt. It is il180 allrked ~P;lid to Ft. L"avenvorth-, but doubtful that it
vent -Vie. San Antonio-,as per directive. The military vas runnin<jl regular exp­
resses directly to Fort Leavenworth duri ng the occupat ion. At Fort Leavenvorth
it wall pollt.arked and rated •• per nu.eral -5-, .. 11 in red.It i. the only soccoRO
postaark known during theallitary period.

,
.A?,r dn~u;'
~,-,~

, ',
(/'r-It ~/r~l;.

A aOllt interesting letter by Williaa L.Saith,vho Is on his way to the Californh
gold tields.via the ELCAKINO REAL to Hat-atland and thence by stellmer to S"n
Francisco In 1849.Saith goes into detail on his plans froa Soccoro to Matzaland,
Via Chihuahua and Durango.He is traveling by a tva aul", carriage lind plans to
for .. up vi th a company of Allericins. because of the dangers of passing through"
country plagued by Indian aarauders and robbers.
SUBL£'M'E vas Solomon P .• the brother ot the f"mous fur trapperImounta in man, 10m. L.
Sublette. HEREFORD vas Thomas. the father of Fr"nces S. Hereford, vho had been the
wife of Wm.L.Sublette until hiB death in 184S.TvO years later she married selomo
TheybothdiedinlBS7. n



A YuRTyz~INER UN THE
MEXICAJI GOLD TRAIL

·Soccoco.N. He:>t1CO. 18th NOv 1849·

·Colellla.n Younger .......
My dear Sir 1 wrote to you rro.. Santa Fe,vi'" Sen Antonio.

'texas.advising you that I had received yoor esteemed ravors of 21st and 23d.
Augt ..•. I stated to you that Mathew had been sick since ve cros.ed the
Arkansas [river],and that Jon.Henry had been mpre unkind and unamiable to­
vlll'd (me?] than I conceived possible for any child {boy] to behave to his par­
ent.! therefore found it abSOlutely necessary. first to get into quarters to
promote Hllt·s restorlltion to hellith - during which time John becllme so restl­
ess. sO 1II0ch like an Indian, thll t I prollli sed hi ... i r he would st"y wi th me unt il
I got to Peral ta {N. Hex _ J. the residence at Dr Connelly [Henry. Gov. or H. Hex.
Terr i tory] ,I vould fit hi.ll out wi th fresh .,ules to paCk to Call tornia: Acc­
ordingly. I was forced to sell .y wagon at SlInta Fe and pay ,or draw upon you, for
a buggy or Carri"'ge as it called here. SI.i lllr to the one Perry Youn!il offered
me. By ..•.•... 1 WllS compelled to pay $300 for it by valuing on you ,Which of I
hope you will duly honor and if J live to return will certainly explain to you
how tvo Alllericans can combine to plUCk one. In this Territory.! travelled by
vel'y slov stages to Peralta, and upon a free and full consultation vith Or.Con­
nelley.! availed myself of his friendship _ and am now striving to get to £1
Passo and Chihauha,Sonora,and Hasatland [Ma~atlanJ and thence by Sea to San
Fr<lncisco.I fitted out Jno (John] at peraltllwith two fresh mUles,furnished
him II'ith clothe!>,money <lnd ,,11 fixtures for the trip;he C<lllle alone to this
place and overtook his Clay [county] frienda and joined the.. at this point­
t.r<lvellng .ore slowly with.But J did not get here until tvo days lifter they
4t<lrted. but S<lV so..e 30 of the .en fro. Lexington (town or] ,ellrrole, Saline &.c
1count! es J vho ca.e out wi th Hr .Cooper. a t La Joya ,who infor.ed.e they vould
be in CO..pllny vith hi. (John Henry] and endellvor to IIdvise <lnd counail hi ... Dr
Connelley offered me every aid I desired, and John's expenses being between $2
&. 3 hundred dollars, I II'lIS cOllpelled to value upon you again for $590 at Sixty
days sight. A p<lrt Of this for .Ules for Jno. the balance the Doctor insisted
upon my taking to guard against the v<lrious dangers, difficulties lind casual­
ties arising from travelling in this country: he "Iso !illlve me letters of intro­
duction at the various points on the route.a letter Of credit at his houlle In
Chihauha and at Hasatland,if I needed further resourlts.His knowlidge of the
di ff icul ties of passing through thi s country vi thout loosi ng one scalp has
been valuable so f'r to _I' - but it is i_possible to guard against being robbed,
as ve have lost at allllost every house VI' stopped at - Something or other frequ­
ently of great utiley to us - Recently a.t this pla.ce ,I hlld a va.luable carrlllge
11I1,111' stOlen by a l;ervant hired to wail upon _ to Chihauha. - and this treachery
in a Servant reco_ended by the DOctor, I here the di fficultes to be encounte­
red. J have therefore deter.. !n.d to awal t here until Lucas' tellm of wagons cODles
up and then to forll a company Of Americans to Chihauhlt lind thence to H<lsatland if
possible.Hr.Lucas hilS been here","d is nOli hourly expected with his wagonll_
although we sh<lll travel slowly. it will be more safely and satisfactory to me­
time being of secondary importance to safety and comfort.By this route I may
avoid pak ing <II to!ilether. and keep carrige until J get in the neighborhood of
Hasatllln<l _ At any event safely lit Chihauhll I can look after Sublette &. Hereford
for you,and if pOllsible COllect the anount they oll'e you. [See note on below]
S<lnderson I expect to meet sOlllewhere but quite uncertain at wha.t point ••.... "
At this pOint SlIIith's letter is .ostly about financial 'ff<lirs.He notes that
the in the New YOrk papers it hilS been announced· that several rellponsible
Bankers had gone out to California to establish themselves· and says th"'t it
is necessary to learn the Spanish language if you go to California ,·vhich if
as ..ean and degraded as this country (Mexico),Africa! consider II Pllradise to
it,and of course will t<lrl'Y in it as short a time as possible .... Kiss COlel'lan &.
William for me.· willh.m L.Smith"
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wPaughnee FO~k 15 July 1846~

This IIf,S the fo~k of the Pallnee Rive~ with the "I:"k"ns"s Rivel:",ncar P,,"nee
Rock f,nd FOl:"t Lal:"ned. The VI:" i tel:" gives a good account of Generz.l Stephen
W.Kearny's "I:"~y a! the West,aa it ~al:"ches dOlln the Santa fe Tl:"a!l to
the conquest of New Mexico and Califol:"nt...The f011l1ing is taken from the
let tel" ~ ...• ve lost one of our ..en Night Before Last he Di ed IIi th the Rhelll­
atlan [Rheumatislll] - his na.evas Ne..iheaha Cilrson - he Lived at the Foint
Just' Above Glasgow {Missouri J. this Horning of all Sights I Ever Beheld I
Selin the Greatist _ A Man floting DOvn the River vho Drovned Day Before yest­
erday.A Young lIlan So My Self SVOlll in So Brung hilll to Shore. I tell you I felt
Hity Quire when I Caught Hold of hl. - his head .. feet va·, hid in the vater­
his Sholders vas out.poor fellollhllllas Sent vith an Express frolll the Garri_
aon (FOrt Leavenworth] to the Co.lsary Wagons here on ?aughnee FOrk _ his
name va, Hughes _ A voHunteer] in Capt.Hudson Co~pany f~o.. St Louis - he
lias taken Just nOli & Buried lIith the Honours of War.Hr.Carson in our[Co..pany]
we Berrird him on Paughnee Rock -" Noted place vith the Traders .. Indians­
\lith the Honours [of J War also. there is So~e in Every company 2 or 3 that is
sicle: - one man in the Cole· company I think \lill Di he is very sick.Sister you
ne\l Ster1 i ng Moad he is in cole company - he \Iii S verry Si ck - he is nov Goi ng
About Able to Ride - theare is none in our company Dangrous Nor Non in the
Clay! A Man ciln See Something Nev to him any DilY - Some of them Interresting
& Some Verry Horrible. I Gess it Horned Frog or Prarie Dog or A hurd of BUff­
alows 2 or 3 hundeed & Dozens of thing I havent time to mention. I am writen
you this Letter as I have A Little Spare time Not nowing when I will hilve iln
oppertunity Of Sending It to you - I ;,rill Leave one page Blank ..... My Horse
Standll the trip tolerable 'o'e11 - 'o'e are at preasant here On Paughnee Fork
where theare is nothing But Short Grass Called Buffaloll GraSS 0. thay Do not
fare So well But ;,rhen! Staklt him OUt he Goes to Grubing - he Eats all the time
_ lie could nOt Get no Salt - I Gave A man ten cent II for one hand ful for him­
the Horses Do not need nO Sault nOV the Ground is Silulty allan the BOttoms - 1
Donat wheare [kno;,rif] I can Get him Back toHo. or not - I alllGoing totd any
vay .....• I have Just nOli Learnet theare vill be SOllle wf,gons to Leave to mor­
rOil or Day after to lIIorrO\l ..... thi. ne\ls of Wagons Going to the Garrison
Starts: all the Boys to llcitin Letters - I have to IIrite on ~y nlte which J ~ake A
Bad OUt [of] &- as to Spelling you nO\l I alll A pooe One. theare is" Sweeat crowd
of us hila lOll now on Paughnee fork _ theare is six cOlllpanys of us ~ounted men­
,110 of Infantry - 'I'lIo Haunted Ahead So! DO not nov hOIl ..any Bellind. ve are lIater
Bound at preaant But will Be off Soon as the River is falling faSt. It is nOW
to Bents Fort about 250 IIllles from heare & froll Bents Fort to Santa Fee 250
lIli les SO you See lie have to travel 500 miles on 0 ur horses yet Before our
Journey is Ended nov, 16July Col Carney [S.W.Kearnylhas JUSt came up
with five company _ 2 of Artilerry _ I Mounted &. 2 Of Infantry - the footmen
Beets us all Holler travl ing - thf,y traveled 40 miles yesterday - Old Rich
(lir.Riche _ sutler &. postmaster to the expedition) Braught Lotts of Letters
for the Bays & I got non - I lIanted to Heare from Home So bad. Iomfted Saying
Col.Carny has 2 cOlllpilnys Of Dragoons .aking 13 Company of us here$. 2 Gall 011 15
in all ..... Farellell. write tome Soon & I vll1 Every oppertunity.Yours truly

Wm.S.Hayten"
N.B 1 alllllell& call Eate as lIuch BUffalOVllleat /'1. J/'r. t;;:.
f,S any Body W",.S.Hayten~ •~ ~ '/fa-,

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
·Cole &. Clay were Missouri counties ,thus the reference to men in compilny of.

Wm.S.Hayten appilrently ...as a member of the Alexander William Doniphan
expedition ...,.hich ....ent south from Santa Fe,do.... n the El Camion Real to Mexico
and the Dattle of Sacramento on February 28,1847, in \lhich they ~'ere victor­
iOUll. The ba t tIe vas On the Sacramen to River near eh i huahua . SEE Hi ntOn let ter.
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fJl__~ by P1Wole Of MiIitofJ..,.,..... ....""lIh

~ ..nilorylley<>n<l_~01~ SO-.

[)sdu>:J "C'1IlITId"\lR Cru.i. """"'" Spnng lSO wi"" from s.>t.a Fe SCpIcmbcr 17. 18016". lIus -*hcr's k.1l<.T ".ClmW
b).o,..... lb: SXI1:I F" TI'llIIl<.> hI.."..-ndL....", ,,-hen: ~ coIned the m"d.. Rdun: 18j()• .u k11<n from lb: s.v... Fe lhll ""'T<
cilh<rc.nc.J b) Mdl\lll} <X:s.I'1<1" or \IIlJ..T u>dmduallnp <UlltOCl easllO Fon w,,,,,,,-onh "",= Ib<)' w""" fX'i'<".lllllO the
"",,1.)SI('m

11i\'ory": In 1846. Ckotnl Slophm WlIlL; Kc.1lJ· <:oIJIIDll:Idcd lb: Army of the Wo:sl WIth Iffi1tUCllOOll 10 <Ulq""" Now
~I<~,co:md C"lIf"n"" Colot>;:l O"lIIph"" "1th"" ~'<>f1000 M,ssouri "oIwl1ecn wu \OJOIl' Ke"rn) III Sam. Fe In
rool". """ <>f IN"", ("'~ :o.>ld,,'fJ "TOIo llu, lelb.T l>Jrnc m \\h>ch be Slales thaI "' m,r,,~. 1 "'''I toady l<>f,rnit {jenC

X"" n, 'f ,....,~ ~.'''I'' J"" w,IIi",,/ "),1'"s,' ",n. ,,,me .i." "r UWI1 Inowa"":A/ex"" '"~ ""aJndi"", ram"
"',/ afn» ,,,Ires 10 ",e,'1 ,,,,aB' Yf r. "" aJ'ali,. 6", "r Iii. ,iBIi f of0" r ",e" /neyJfeaa"",fl.y fl" ,.• '''''
..." " ,jIf"x""" so(dia ,me.. wr.." x." nly ard",,, in :>Imt" :Je. Ii.1'(""tea Iii. sfar, a"a" riye, '"
/Ii. '"",,/ er 'if' Ii .II"y"f,rk sq",,,,, ""a/Ii. 1',,)',,(af ;0" Ba ". ourF"o Iflree ,Ii.us",



KEARNY-S EXCURSION TO TOHR TO DECLARE
U.S.OCCUPATIO!'f OF RIOCRAHDE VALLEY.

-Santa Fe Septellber 16th 1846

Dear Ilollin As the ma111a!lVeS day atter tomorrow.! taKe the opporr.un1ty of
leting you hear trom me againe.My last letter was t.o Californiil.and written
JUst. as we were on t.he eve of marching sout.h.we have now just. ret.urned [13th].
after a succee".tull t.rip t.hrougll t.he towns at St. oo.. lngo .... lgOdone.Bernalillu
St Fe1.i pe, valenci a, and TOile, vhich was the eXt.relle sout.h point. of the mUch. a 11
the abbve named t.owns surrenderea withaur. a blov and at. Tome. they cOlibineD
par.riotl15m and churClllllatters t.oqatller,lOalc1ng all t.og.:r.r.her a grand d,splay .r.
the vay ot torch lights, rockees. f1 re vorks. cracxers &c:, wi th. a smart spr inkle­
lng ,of reveling A Caten'a at frequent intervalS. the Cllurch bells,rang a
chime. the drums beat and volleys of mUSketry vere tired, the .ttair va'S brought
to a cl1max by earying the image of the virgin around the square of the town,ar.
each corner of which her ladyship was mer. by an orat.or.each of 'oIhom in turn
delivered to her vaxen magesty an .ddress, in spanish little of which of course
could r understand. but dId enougn t.o learn that they were t.hankin'l t.his ,ma'le
for past favors. and imploring ner for a continuance of the salle.The proces"10r,
In her vakevas i.mence,r among t.he nUlloer.ana as near as possible to learn wnat.
was done.As a .IIarlc of peculear respect.Cenl CarnY(KearneyJ.and st.aff.ano same
other infer lor Of t i cers, walked i ....ed heely after her bare headed wi th llghted
candles in their hands.Now I do not think that. old Carny vas ;:Iny more excusable
tor asserting in this vorship of the Virgins image than NapOleon vas,torr.. nc('r~
ing praise to Mahomet. and after marching thus tare under the most agreeable
"uspicos,and the peeulear care Of heaven _ 1 fear that such acts.vill result in
ultimate llIisfortune, it not to thllllrmy at least to the progrells of religion and
truth,This country is as much in II State of ignorance and baroarism,and liS fare
from religion and Morality as the Norehern States at Atrica.The country t.hrou'lh
which we .arched,produces.large qu.nt.it.ios at Mellons truit ;lnd Cr"pe:; ... nn
such grapes r never sav,the bunches ocing six ti.lles as large as any in HO.i1nd of
a quality fare surpassing any I ever t.ast.ed. "'s 1 do not expect to retUrn
before the expera tion of the yea r for vhich we volunteered, a Cev direct ions, hop~
ing that you viII do what you can Cor llIe until I get back.-
Lientz then tells his hrother to take good care of the farm and improve and keep
it in oood repair Ilnq he vill revard him and the boys \/hen he gets hack. He then

..l:ros PlttbID-t· '.to"..'l cont.inues, -Genl Carnv .... i th all his oragoons.
'\ ~.",.lJ t(ML ......~Jo<o~ HarCh 11'1 a few days [Sept. 25th] for ca) tfot.n'e

. \~""""'.Abittui"'fJ,:::("':lIar .~ and as we wl11 be thll exclUSive occupilnr.s Of.
_ ~__ this count.ry,ana nO Coree can gel; hcre to relleye

I ' r..:: ,/ us.unt111atelnthespring,Idon<:ltt.h1nI'::1~

....~. <::: .~.,' probable that we w111 be d1scharged until tne ex-

~
(' .'.•: ~ .. ~ '" ~. piratlonof our t.ermof serv1se.it be1ngJune next.

J :l..t.:·· '!' f~~:"_ ~'. - Th1S counl;ry must be neld by thesword,and"lllever

~
: l ~_. r~ :",~'" be a cause Of trouble <1nd expense to the United States.
',~ r~tko<"! .~;;:...;t:~~~."'!? We have just got an express from belOv that Paredes
,~ '':.~" ..~~,~ [Cen.Mariano] had been arrested by hiS o'oln trOOps, and

"""~J>S...- :;",~.i;:i. "~.:;. Santa "'nn"once ",are ensconed In the lmperlal purple of

)

0 ~~.AP':b~l.tlatl"· Hexlco[SEE NOTE).He t have no doubt has co,.,e In on a.peace
• '~; ~~ ..easure vith the United Stat.es so that all farther flghtlnG
:~{- .A~ .IIay be considered at. an ena,except.lng t.he Indians In th.s
~ 'i:~"', . country who arC host i 1e to tne span i .. rds, and" i 11 haye too be

~. , ltmu... \ \/hiped by out" Corce betore they will learn our pove!".- He then
\V~"'~I concludes with personal mlltters and signes oft

\., ", "Your affectionate brother M Pike Lientz"
:!We>< ,.' w

it 1J4. ;/,"~
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EXCURSION TO TOKE

General. Kearny with his Army of the West occupied Santa Fe on August 18.1846.
On the Z2nd he issued a proclamation. declaring that New !'lexica was a terriory
ot the United Stiiltesllnd that he had taken it ·without firing a gun or shedding
a drop of blood" .On September 2nd he lett Sant.. Fe with 625 mounted Illen and
some Mexican, on a viSIt to the towns on the RioGr"nde Rlver.to·lIdvf•• "the
inhabitants thllt they vere nov "citizens ot the United State ...
In this remarkable letter,the vriter dravs a picture of the grand reception
given the American!l,dueing a religious commemoration of the Virgin Mary,in
which Kearny and officers maeched, bare headed, hold in.. lighted candell. Wi th
the fall ot Veea CruZ,Gen,Wintield Scott and staff,was given a similar recep_
tion wi th "lighted candles" on April 4,1847.
In 1846 Mariano Paredes vall President and Santa Anna vas in exile in Cuba. In
July President Polk sent Alexander Slidell Mackenzie,who spOke fluent Spanish,
to Havana,to talk to Santa Anna.It he Would agree to go back tOMexico and ta)(e
over the presidency he vould be given a pass through the Navy bloc)(ade, vith
the promise that he would make a peace treaty with the U.S.Santa Anna landed
at vera Cruz on August 16 and vas back in Mexico City September 15th.In·the mean_
time Paredes had boen arrested by the army and Santa Anna was nov in command. Ot
couese Santa Anna had no intention of making peace! SEE S.A.MaCkenzie and the
mutiny on the U.S.S.SOMERS in this COllection.
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Decatur, Illin01s.
JWle 8th 1962.

Bear Floyd:

I finally located your wanted newspaper item after
two trips to Springfield in search of it. This wae quite
a chase but still a lot of fun doing it.

First, tho, the encloaed is a verifaJI: from it and 1s
lousy but they are having photostat copies made for us, in
fact I expected them all thie week but they have not 001:16
in BO far. So I must write and let you know, anyway, that
it has been found. If the photostats do not make complete
reading I w111 have to just go back and co,y the article in
full for you. And w111 gladly do eo.

But the search aleo revealed other interesting things
about this Baitor. jo'iret of aJ.l he only pUblishea. tte Bell­
ville Til'l:se for a bit short of three years time and then
took off for the gold fields in the gold rush of '4S. Hs
was in a party With Fred Snyder, who dabbled in newspaper
wQrk back in Bellville and then in San Francisco on the Alta
Californian.

There are no copies of Gelwicks paper in the state
files at all. So I started going thru the :aellville Advocate
hoping that that editor would have lifted the piece and put
it in his paper. :aut he dtd not do so it appears. Then the
hhought occurred that perhaps old Doc Snyder might have cli­
pped the article because he saved everything and pasted them
in scrap books. So on the second trip there, lust monday, I
searched the scrap books of old Doc and eventually found that
my hunch was correct. But in pasting them onto the book pages
they became uneven on their surfacee and will not reproduce
on verifS': for sOllle portions just will not press down tightly.
Hencs the trial by photostate. But one way or another you will
have your data.

The Advocate ran excerpts and notations that were of in_
terest respecting Uel1by' S COCIll!U1d from time to time. Such as:

June 1 1848: Santa Fe; ~Last night we received a Santa Fe
Republican of the 11th llarch. Col Newby and Faymester Uajor
Signer's clerk left on the Sth for Ta08. ~

Thur. June 8 1848; Santa Fe Republican; ~Col. Uewby~ "This
gentlemanly officer, now comnanding at this post, has for sOllle
several days been confined to his room by inaisposition _ but
we are happy to see him now recovering, and hope he may again,
in a few days, resu@e his former station. As an officer and a
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DONIPHAN'S EXPEDITION
ENROUTII TO CllIKUAHUA 5. BATTLE Of' SACRAMENTO.

Address sheet and post scc 1pt r rOIll it let tec vei tten by John T. Hughes. the
author ot DON I PH""" S EXPEDITION. Cineinna t i, 1848.

·P.S. JOhn Brovning of the Hovard COllpany [Co.G,lIlade up or llIen troll
HovlIrd county.Misa'ouri ]Wil.8 laken ill while upon the Navajo Exped-
it i on, vas brought 1nto Socor (0 upon the Del Norte [R 10 Grande Ri vee 1
remained there siCk with Cap II. H. Hughes ,VilS finally rellloved to
Albuquerque for llledical aid 5. there died some time in Dece",ber (1846].
Today (Tuesday 26th (1847] ) Jordan Hackley [G.J .Hackly] of the Hov­
ard ComparTy,a young & interesting man,died of Typhoid Fever in the
Hospi till. His corpse viII be Intered tomorrOY. I have reported the
names of all the men vho have dIed In the regiment [1st MissourI mou_
nted VOl\lnteers 1 because frIends & relatives are anxious to hear
every pa rt Icular respect I ng the deceased - Respectfully J . T. Hughes .•
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THE WESTERN MAILS

"NA.'I.lIONA" One of the CMete
of the Navahos ""0 silned
t·~ trasty .. Ith Col.Newby.
Sketch by I.H.Kern,A~gust

3\, 18~9.

NAVAHO EXPEDITION 1848

Letter written by W... H.Snydet frol'O "Ca,,1' at MO:H~ Culetana
two hundred and fifty mIles from Santa Fe Hay 12th 1848."
ranortlng the expedttlon and the treaty wIth the Navahos.
Snydar wrft.a to hll brother: "1 gledly e..brace the opJIOr­
tunity of .ending you a few lInes frol'O the Navajo
Country. After a -arch of ten days we have found,
a permanent enca..proc~t and should the Mavajos
not come to .uch t"rms a' we de.ire, we wtll
stay tn the Country until 01" have compelled'
thea to do a' we de.lre •••• ~ar force consises
of one hundred end fifty .aunted K1.so~rians

and fifty l11in01aana, the laeter haVing
been -cunted ".peclally for thla exped·
itio"." He then c_nu on ehe co-antry
ehae they have pasaed through In gr"ae detail,
describIng ehe ruins of the PUeblo Pintado In the
Valley of th" 110 Chaco. This aree la now In the
C~~co Canyon National Honu..nt. To conttnue his
leeter: ,,·{ou viii get a full account of our brush
vieh the Nsvajo., In the letter I sent to Gelwlcks.
we kIlled ehree (CoI.Newby reported 4) and cook one
prlaoo"r. It wa. a s..11 affair, but a s~rp One and

one vhlch served :0 gIve u' ...... tde.1 of the
re~ lit iea ot war."

Snyder wa. the Adjutant lo Cnl.E.W.e.Newby
who vas the c_nder of the expedition

as well as the C_nder of the NInth Kilitary Depart-ent of
New ltextco at Santa Fe. The _ "Konte de C,.ietana" appaers
in .everal variant for.a, Cayaeana, Cuyetano,Cuyatana eeC.It
..y hsva bean n..ad afeer " Nava~ chIef of that na-e. The
l"tter was written fro& wh3t is now known as WashIngton Pasl
n"ar the .a.t fooe of the Chu.~ ~ntains tn northwestern
l'Iav HexICO.(So'oo<: !."'ste it ae B<.autiful Ko..ntain about forey
.11,," dU" north) Snyder's letter to Gelwtcks, who Went to
California in 1849 and became the California state p~Inter,

was printed In 3 Bellville,Illinols newsoaper. Thasa two
I"ttar. and Newby's reJlOrt to the War Depert..nt are the only
known recotdl of tha expedition.

In No.vby·s reJlOrt he statad
that "fter a short angas.-ent.
in vhIch four Indians vere
ktlled. the PrIncipal Chief.
came in and a treaty waa mede.
but it was never ratified by
Congress. The cxpeditlO~ had
been se~t out becaule of Nav6Ro
dcprldattons "ltll(nst the Max·
tc~n5. The letter on opnosite
psgc ~aS carried by , ~ilitary

expre•• to Santa Fe & thence up
the Santa Fe Trail to Fort
Leavenworeh vhere it wa' placed
on a stell~bollt for St.Louil as
per the "STEAM 10" markinlt of
that office.
Th~ name Navaho is al.o spelled
NlIvlljoe,ot Navaho.



TIlE WESTERN l\otAIlS

~Santa Fe .Hev Me][ico/April 24th 1848~

The folloving extracts are frol:! Wm.H.Snyder's letter to his brother John back in
Illinois. "We have had here the mildest winter that I ever experienced .Sno\o' has
visited us but very seldom and then it fell but lightly _ disappearing invariably
vithin the space of twenty four hours.Slieqh riding is a sport that can never be en­
joyed in this country and the consequent absorbing character of the soil, that the
heaviest snows d i ,appear almost i nstantaneausly. We have no out door spor.;s here,
all our'enjoylllents are inside and of these dancinc; cuts the most conspecuous figure.
We have enjoyed oursel ves in thi s, to the fUllest extent. and we have near I y all
avrtaged a dance every other night, .ince 'ole came to this Country ..... The Mexicans
are strict observers of Lent ..... Though they are desperitte scoundrelS,they are
nevertheless strict observers of the ceremonies of their creed.during Lent there
has not been a single Fandango. Yet ["'hen this) and East",r Sunday are sCllrcely over,
vhen the thing is opened again vith full blast.For several weeks to corne there vi11
be a dance every night. Spring here is much vorse than vinter ... cold veather and
almost continuous rain since the last day of February.

Next Monday, (1st May) I a. ofL.for a ca.paign against the Havijo Indians. Our
detacuent viII consist at one hundred and titty Missouri Volunteers. under Milj.
Reynolds and Litty Illinoisans,vho have been aounted tor that purpose under co_­
and at Capt, Moses of our Regt. the whale under co_and of Col .Nevby [Edward W. B. J.
Our ca.paign will lie through one of the roughest and most desolate regions in the
world,being that Country between this territory and the California basin. It is one
continuos succeasion ot extinquished volcanos,we have been lying here cramped up
in a gllrrison long enough and are dotermind to have a tight it lIuch a thing is poss­
ible ..... You need not however discontinue writing or sending inC papers for upon
the arrival of every mail here,an express will be sent on after uS,,,,ith such matters
as belongs to the detachment •. ! .Governor [Manuel) Armijo, was captured by Genl
[Sterling] price in an action last aonth at Santa Cru>:.He is nov upon his parole and
residing at Albuquerque .We are daily expecting his arrival here. After all that 1
have heard and read about hi•• I assure you that my aD][iety to see hi. is not s.all. I
vander hov the old tellow viII feel when he finds me.a (J.S.Volunteer occupying the
aost spacIous roo.. in his old palace [at the Governors]? Our news fro.. South Hexico
as veIl as troDl the U. s. induce us to believe that peace viII soon be made. i f tha t i 8
notal ready the calle, and vhen I come home I viII bring you many curious and valuable
presents Nearly every citizen is a nobleman,and the great wonder amonr; them
is not seeing a man drunk, but at seeing him sober .... they convened a court martial
of Lordll and grand ~Ukes ,to try an aged Baron ,by the name of Jim Curl in, because
he happend to be caught sober ..... " ! ~:;:;.e_r .•~~~

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

John C.Noses lias captain ot Co.D, 1st Regiment of Illinois Vol'S.
Col.Edvard W.B.Nevby was mustered out of service in 16413 and reenlisted as a Cap_
tain in 1855. He retired in 1863 and died March 29,1870.
Armijo vas not captured. He fled to Chihuahua,but returnee' to Santa Fe ,becoming a
citizen of the Territory at Ne", Mexico.On December 13,1853 the Territorial Legis­
lature "Resolved, That this Council has heard with profound regret. of the death of
our distinguished citizen.General Araijo,,,,ho expired on the 9th day at this month".
SEE Wli. H. Snyder let ter vci t ten While on Newby' s Navajo exped i t ion f rOil ~CAMP at
MONTE de C(JIETANA two hundred and tifty ailes tro. Santa Fe [vest) May 12th 1848" in
this COllection.
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TIlE WESIERN MAILS

KIT CARSON IS OUR CUI DE.

"Santa Fe,Ne. Mc"ico July 17.1849­

E~ ..ard T.Tremainc writes to David Ladd that he hllll been appointed as il Deputy
COllector of Customs and will probably be st... tioned ilt San Diego,California.
He then describes his journey down the Santa Fe Trail from Fort Leavenllorth as
follows, "h'e have had a tedious and tiresoCle journey thus tar.owing to circum_
stances which "ere unavoidable atter having started. the most important ot
,..!lich "'liS overloading- our teallls. We started troll Fort Leavenvorth on the 17th of
~lay - our o'o'n p<:rty cons:isted of about 30 men on horse back."e had an Escort of 50
Dr"goons,vith 35 si" mule lIaggon$ carrying baggage and provisions for 150 d"ys.
for each man - \<Ie have been just 56 days on our journey. tho "'C h"vc had on account
of our AniClals been obliged to lay bye about 15 days in all _ After striking the
big Arkansas River .1.Ihere Ite IIEt vith tvO or three thousand indians. all ho\:ever
triendly _ we continued to travel up tovards its source $Olle 10 6aY$ "hen 1.:C
crossed it and struck right Olcross a ssndy barren desert,so",e 70 ",iles (Cilll"rron
route of the Santa Fe Trail).and crossed the Cimarron _ This rout is generally
.,assed without ..ater.tho we were very fortunate in havin; had D very heavy rain
the night before we started,which filled up all the holel:! and $upplied u. ,dth
wster (SUch as it was) all the way through _ This is by far the 1I0St unpleasant
part of the whole rout.vco;itation is very spsrce.nogaae,either in the air or
on the plilin _ which by the way is literelly a plain.it is pertect11! level the
whole of that distance,not a tree or a shrub did we see for over 130miles,no
rOlin,snd a hot scorching sun all d<l.y.The nights however vcre generally very colo,
After having passed over this distance about 130 Cliles, the scene began to
change.ve sav more trees, the plain becallle ..ore rolling.hish hills be<;illn to rise
in the distance,lIountains sconappeared,and in ti..e ve I:egan to sec the tOpS of
the Ra ton Mountlli ns, the i r tops capped wi th the snows ot llI"ny winters. <;;;1 i",ten i n9
in the sunbeams, this was the riChest sight I thinK 1 ever s2o .... and it seemed stra­
nge that;.pe should be almost melting in the rays Of a scorching sun, while On our
right Olpparentlly but a short di'stsnce from "'ere hughe balls of snov,vhich had
stood the test ot Ol<::es.After passing on 101£0 soon travelleel over the 101lest part of
these Hountains. (tho still tilr belo... the snov) <:lIIi<! .... pine tillbcr - and tinOllly
arrived here about noon on Thursdily the 12th _ 100st of the vay the road has been
Olxcellent, except through the desert Which vas sandy. in filCt 1 never saw a better
natural rOlld,~lost of it is al: good as any road you can find within 5 miles of
Cleveland _ the elistance is said to be IIbout 750 miles of which 500 at least lire
excellent - Santa Fe is nothing under the Heavens but a collection at
lIud houses II;S you Olpproach it looks very lIuch like a large brick yard,before the
br ieks are burn t. The houses are a 11 of one story &. buil t of ...ha t the na ti ves ca 11
Adobes ,a sun burnt briCk _ they arc nothin", 1lI0re that sOds, cut from thegrounc
about 15X$ inches thick.driee in the sun until they are har':; enough to h"ncel. &
then pUt up'.. ith lIIud - the rOOf are all tlat.there is no reguI<:lrity to the streets
t. the natives are a 1lI0St llIiser20ble looking set of beings. We shall remain here
~robab1y a veek longer Olnci then proceed direct to San Francisco on Pack HUles,wlth
Kit Carson liS our guide - where ve expect to arrive in llbout 40 days- We anticipate
a hurried Oln tiresome journey & \Ie all wish most heartily that it vas accolOlplishcd,
but \lEI arc posscSlled lIith considerable patience & perseverance .. I doubt not that
110 shall finaly get there - Ed 1'.Tremll;ine."

The 1855 Otficial U.S. Register lists TreClaine as ol CUstOIlS collector at San
Diego, Apparently.he did not succumb to the "gold rush lever",as lIIany did in 1849.
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U. S.HJLJTARY OCCUPATION OF SANTA FE.

S<lnta Fe ,July 17 /49. Cover beanl the latest recorded postmark under the military
government. Carried up the Santa Fe Tr,I11 by a military express or a civilian
freighter. SEE content of letter on opposite page. It is very probable that Kit
Carson did act illS their guide. but only long enough to get them started in the right
direction. In Jilin/Feb of 1849 Charles Fremont spent three weeks with Carson and he
wanted Kit to go onto Cal1forniil with him, but C"rsons wife vas pregnllnt and this was
probably the reason he did not go. She gave birth to their first-born who only sur_
vived ill fev months and this could have been the reason he did not go "11 the way "'est
with the Tremaine party. Fremont took the southern route and thllt was probably the
same route followod by the Tremaine party.
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The poltll.e:rk Ihown abova val
uaed al the dateline On Iloone'.
letter and i. the only known
uatnple of the Type I post.....k.
Boone ..rltll': "Your favor of
Agat 20 by Capa: Horn l. San Fnn­
chco nached _ by Ian nigbt •

..all ••••ThoI tnt I heard of the vool it bad arrived at Councrt Crove Kan and would b-. IMpped
by flrst train to Leavon..orth care of H.W.Chuk to be. forwarded to you. Thls line of c~nica­
tion has and ..ill be. kllpt open Indlan trouble. to the contrary do I thorafore pray 'ent no mOt
lotte..s by the SandwiCh Iliand. al the Coach (stago) arrives In 11 to 12 day. from St.Louil at
my door •••••• And abovo all d..ope me a line •••••• 1 love to hear from Amerlca _ PBacs pravatls
now the country i. burriad in snow but "hat the spring may b.. ing forth "ith such a lett of
Asse5 to gova ..n the country is mora than I Can tell _ I keep 50 Garibalda Rifle. ready for all
emergoneys and "h11e DeMOcracy prevails a. it did at the last Election I hope to live an other
year but [ pre.y for PellCll Peace Peace - Could I only haar that Little He (Ceo.B.McChllan
defeated by L1ncoln 10 dayl before this lettor "a5 ..ritten) "as Elected 1 would 'end you
a Beaver tail - What is Saaver (, Cal tor worth _ [ have caught 50 for """,a1m(!nt ••• "
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S1o.NT.... FE TR1o.IL

OLATHE KAN JUL 23 [1857]. Post Office est<lblished in Johnson Co.
on M<lY 4,1857.
BALDWIN CITY Kl\N MAR 2S.Post Office established in Dougills Co.
on May 22,1862 .

•



Fort Leavenworth

Kiasouri Terri tor,. Ha,. 14th l84f

Dqr ...ther

Tour latter of tha 5th inatant ••a reoeiTed ,.••t.rd.,. 8 d.ll,..
aftor it va. J:laUod _ It vaa • «reat J'e1.ief to hear t~. you onco .-ora

.fter .. lone a lIilencc.

r .. TCtry sorry that an,. ~l"'flaaion in ICY l.a.t lottar v•• woundinc to

,.our f-u.Dea (t that I vaa eo inconalderate a. to writa an.,.th.iq tJlat

coul.d poaaibl.,. ba con.trued. or und.rstood to that effect, cert.aJ.nl.l noth_

ins: coul.d b!TCt b.,... fu,l"'t.her t~.. !!]I' :intefttion,

ConcJ.oWl of the worthine.a ot tho .-oUTe. which iap&l.l.ed _ to .,.

p__t cour_, I _de tho ~rit in question rath.r a. ona ot ae1t

Ati.faotion fr prido ot heart ot the .-oU••• which actuated aal ft not 1nIl

an,. deer- a feellD.c of ..rTil. obll«aUOD or an,. oth_ than that which

vatified that pride ft Tan.1t,. to which I so natltt'aU,. incl.1.Do, I hope

.iu-.n _,. paa...faJ.,. thl"Ouch her coainc" tri.a.l.. ft that h.r hl.labaad _,. pt

back before tho,. co_,

Toll. do Dot ~k of ,.our own health but I ....ture to hope it •• pod

a. ll_l. ~ own 1. ~ cuita a. coed a. ~l. if not b.tter. MiDo 1. a

real. CUIp l1fe now with the .:zcapU<Hl that ve a_ quartered at pN.ent

1n Bar"clca in pl.ce of Tent., I bathe in the Mo, RiTer alao.t e_roy da,.

i uae aueh oth_ ~. pro.-otlTe of h_lth a. r can, !ha v_thv alnoa I

a_i.ad hare whieb vaa OD tha 18th ot April., has b_ cool. but

pl._aant, ve had quit. a .._.ra freat on tho l.Oth in.t.

'!.'hia Fort i. bNutitul.l,. d....ted oD tha l.tt bank of tha Mo. Ri.er

482 aile. froa St, louta ft 993 aile. froa santa Fae, tho" "GNat rlaina"

whioh interYene 6' whioh we haTe to cro•• , co_ up alao.t in d.pt ot the

tortJ ....t ...unt of GoYe~t atorea are collected heN of alao.t

eYery kind in the va,. of transport. Prorld.ona .uniUona of _I' 6' .en

The firat train .11. i. ezpeoted to .tart on tollOrrow ( .enda,. ) & the laat

about the 20~ or monday foll.owini:J in it r ezpeot to COJ theN are 6
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ON THE

SANTA FE

SANTA FE TRAIL

MILITARY EXPRESS

FORT )lA.''"S ..'uloc:"u:d on the S:anr.a F~ Tr;UI :about Z6 milos bdowthe"C,rnarron CrOSll"'t' of
th~ Arkansas R~r, It was an ad. swckade built about 1846 by !.he Us. Government u"
repair and IItlpply depot for the army. In freightinl day.s itwas 359 miles from Fort Luvenworth
and 423 m,1es from S:anr.aFe. The po»! W:oJ abandonw. in 1854.. Th~ CO\Iel'" S""""n~ Is
d"t~hned Fort )I ..nn Upper Arlu.I\I.U Dec. 6, lSl7. CaptainNa~ K<l5eialowski, of the
Indian nattalion of th~ Missouri Volun~writes his desir~ to resign to P~ident James K.
Polk. The per S....taFe E.p~ is the milll.ar)' uun:soo bd.\ftnI LeaWflworth:and S:ontaFe.lt
was 18 d:l)'S ,n lra~l til ~·on.Leav1l'llwon.h WMre ",""Wed the U.s. maJb,.lM 10 cent.> hu been
wmltn O'>er ","h an fb«aUSlO it would be FREE ~o the President.

,

BENT'S FORT. Col. S. W. Kea t"ny ard ved
near the fot"t on July 29.1846.Lt.w.N.
Gt"iet" vas a member of the 1st Dragoons
IIho escorted Kellrny IIho had left fro.
FOt"t Leavenvorth June 30th. The cover

... llS put in the mailS as
per postmark llt FORT
LEAVENWORTH Aug 31 ­
just 30 dllYS from the
dlly it "'llS "rittenl
Crier reports that ·On
the !!larch, the lIagon
containing my baggage
IIIlS overturned in ford­
ing a creek - my publ1c
accounts lIet"e damaged".
He hopes to send them in
vhen they get to Santa
Fe ...het"e they arrived on
August 18th, the same day
Kearny took possess ion
of Ne" Mexico for the U.S.
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From the Anny of the West
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SAA'TA FE TllAlL In 18-16 Stephan W. Kurn)'. Anny of u~ Wost
marchw do'oo'n this 1:alliO tM ronqUfSl or Sew )luim and CaJifom"'­
Afto,r ~aching Satlta Fe Kearny dhiM<l Ulit Army, ..."ding A.W. Doniphan
..ith I~ to Chihuahua, Mexia>, and then pro<:'Hding lo Califon""
an,... J",.,ing Col SlerlUlg~ with .. fOfa' or occupation in Santa Fe.
In order 10 kftpthelinell oCt'<)mmun"'.uion~ .. mUita>yC.~"-as
~tabIi1I~with Fon Ll'a,~worth.The eo>'ff ol'>oom abo'''e "'as canVd
O\on" thill te. in January Mal'l'h or 1848.

Th.. .,.,. hov." 1H'low orilli· ----""~-"'-,,,""-~
nale<! at Santa F"c 01'1 S_mber 20. N E
nU8 but did ,...;: meh Fort Ll'a'''en.
worth unt~ Fmruary I, 1&19. In , ....
leu,... 1M write, stales "The ExPftSS
Maillea,_ on 101l\0l..ow,I\., 20ch by
a rriend ... acquaintance or mine
(Mr. Sewman) "'ho olTcntol"'em)'
1<"Ilen in his p""'ate packages &I wW
probWly reach Ft. Le.,..nworth in
al>ou\ 20 days." Onenn QnlypondK
as I"" why it ...... se-..nty IhrH days in
leansil The manUiC:ript po,nmark
nn thlA c....'ff Is probably .. n-Ill,ary
markinll as the US Post Office Was
not ~t.bll"hed at SaoUl Fe untU
Octooer I. 1&19 alt.hough theTemtory
or New Mexico WM not Ktablished
untU De~ember 13, 18.';0. l'revlaus to
thill it ,~"" under American Milltary
Qeeupahon.
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The Santa Fe Trail and the Santa Fe Mails

The r,rs! mail.'l o'"er the Santa Fe Trail were camed by lndi'idua'" and military exprl'SS. It wM not until July I,
1850 that mule drawn wagona were useU to carry the mails lind by 1854 the first Olageroach had made I~
appearance. By 1866 lIarlow & Sanden.",,'. Solilhern O\ierllUld MIlll & Exp....slI Company "'''reoperating .tage.
between Kan.lU City and Santa Fe viII llelllS Fort. During the 1870. the stage lines were being replacedpYlhe
railroad.' which were building their waywc.\. TI,e end Came in Januaryot 18BOwhen the!asteoach carl')1ngthe
Samo ~'e Mail, rolled into hilltory. The co,.... showll abo", w"",, postmarked at Kansas City ~ember 31, 1879,



THE WESTERN MAILS

From the Anny of the West

DONIPHAN'S EXPEDITION and tile BATTLE Ot' SACRAMENTO Feb. 28 1847. An eyewitness account ofthe
battle by Lt. !linton of tile Missouri 1I0rse Guards vividly describing the action. The letter i!l written on the
captured .•tatlonary of the Governor of Chihuahua, It w ..... probably carried by mUitary express, north to
Santa Fe and thence up the Santa Fe TTaU to Independence, Missouri. The handstarnp In the upper right hand of
the cover appears to be a spread eagle and probably belonged to the Governor, or w ..... it a postal marking? In any
event, it was probably u'>Cd in the Same vein as the Gon'rnor'sstationary and never entered the Me"ican maW!.
/linton writes; ·Wernet tILe enemy infarrea! 'Sacramenw'" 'rancho' ... 25miles narlh (Chih"ah"a, Me:rico) ..
Theyhadfortified ... and IlWUn!ed 12 piocesq{camwn ,.. welimberedOlIrguns andadvanc.1dahout2/X)yants
and let them haw U ... then sCI I1w mounted riflemen rifler them ... I1w """"'y fled in ~iOll.·

~-F""f~ ~ <!. . - ---8 ('------................. --~""--..............~

~ r-ry, t"r-.-U. .JJ..< e-...~t- .r~<:>;f--~~h7iVtUh~/,-
1Vo--...l<lt. m-'f: /'.- ~~;r ~ ~:I;;,~i'&. ..L. __ ." ,f._.J- ft-,. __ .L ,r -
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0tI e..."ftOLr.........~
" ~_ D.

PbI"COOOC. NEW ........._11:

Mr. C.,. ~.
Je:>k:1n. llu.dc COIlpanJ'.

1217 'a111ut Stno.t.
Kan..; Ci ty. 110.

It .... ....J7 kin4 ot ~u to ..:",4 tl1.
t.rritorial CO'r.ra 0.11 1Da~tio.ll. I retUTll tb~ h.r~lth

b7 reeht.Nd. 1&11 to b. c:I th.a ..t. ald.. Of oaun. the
atar pt..c. b tha Sha_... 'IO!11ch I ha.... " r ....11. bIIt
the otheu are nica too A.lI4 I .. SId to ha recorda of
the".

Thanldac you "'I"&1n. I all

roun ....rr truly.

cclJc

Jt.... h-.-..~ C.T. _ ....................~ '\~ ~ ..........

('00I..0o& ......:t l.-.. .• of· J~ .

Ql~.
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Shawnee, Kas
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SHAWNEE K,T, ON THE SANTA FE TItAn.
~ POlt office was established On Kay 19,1857 and discontinued

on July JI,19~O. It was located In Jo~nson county and wes tha
first camp site on the Santa fe trail after leavln~ Westport Land­
Ing on the MissourI river. Shownee was sacked and burned by
QUantrill an~ hil ~uerrilia bAnd on ~tober 17,18~2 w~lc~ was the
pralude to the ~re famous raid and burning of Lawrence in 18~J.

The cover shown a~v. 11 the only recorded example of t~e Itralg~t
line postmark ·"SHAIoI'lKE KAS" _ used Hay 7,1859,
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SANTA FE NEW NEXICO MAR 1 (1851).The Post Office \IllS estah!:ishec
On October 1, 1849,while st111 under a military government. It vas
over one year before the Territory of Ne" liaxico was establishec
on December 13,1850. Both covers liere used on the saCle date in
1851 and bellr the Type I postmark Of Santa fe.The 5' 1847 stalllP
lias originally II. horizontal pair before - the right han-d stamp "IlS

damaged When the envelOpe vas opened. Later the damaged stamp
was cut away. It is the only recorded Use of the 1847 issue
trom Ne", tiexico.Both covers are addressed in the hand ot Major
Shepherd ...ho "as stat10ned at Fort Marcy in Santa Fe 1n 1850-51.
The r.umeral "10" was the proper rate On both covers tor over
300 miles.

Oliver Lathrop Shepherd graduated from West Point July 1,1833. He
rose to the J:'ank of captain and then major for meritorious conduct
1n the battle of Contrerlls,Churubusco and Chapultepec in the Mex­
ican Wllr. Later to Brig.General in the Civil War. He died April 15,
189".



TIlE WESTERN MAILS

SANTA FB H M/ KAY I 1852. Folded letter bear. the
typ. II hllndstillllped postllilrk..
Cover below bears the type the type V post.ilrk ­
SAHTA FE H.HEX/KAY 27 1861 . This is the type v
handstalllped postlllark..
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PAl/NEE "!"Oill
PAl/NEE FOln,t,T. Military post established as "Camp
on the Pawnll Fork" in October 1859.It was locat.d
on Paw"" Creek abOut Ilsht .. iles from it'S conflu­
enCI with thl arkan.as rlv.r in the [ansas Territory,
Th •• it. WI. chos.n by 11m B.nt to control tbe Indians
and prot.ct the co ..... rc. of the Santa Fe Trail.
The post offic. wa••• tablished at the post on Nove .. ­
ber 30,1859 under the name PAIINEE FORK.AlthouSh the
post was renamed fORT LARNED by the liar Department in
1860,the Post Office D.partment continued the old
name until April 4,1866The P.O.was discontinued Sept.
28,1881 and the post abandoned by the military on OCt,
4,1882.Today most of the buildings still .tand on the
ortatna1 .tte and Ire in a remarkable .tate of prl.er­
vatton and op.n to the pUblic,
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FORT LARNED.UNSAS.
Poat Offie••• tabllshad a. PAWNEE rORl lIove.ber ~O.18S9

and then "ena.ed rORT LARNED on April ~.1866.lt was dis­
eontinued Septe.ber 28.188t.SEE P~WNEE rORl 011 oppo.ite
p·le.
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~'RANKLIN MO Aug. 14[ 1623]. To.... n and pas t orr ice
established 1817. It vas from here that William
BeCknellled the first trade expedition down
the SANTA FE TRAIL in 1821. In 1826 the town was
washed away by the Missouri River,Although,the
town was ('"built 2 miles inland it became OLD
FRANKLIN in reference to the rebuilt town.Cover

ghOlIn or i!:, ina ted a t Botetourt Coun ty, Vi rg1n1a January 27. 1823. Addressed to "James
EViins Fcanklin"(Frilnklin crossed out?)at Saint Louis.Missouri where it must have
been forwarded to "Potosi April 16 and then to FRANKLIN Aug.14th. Note on "everSe
"Reed August 28th 1823 James Evans".Rate ll3~ to St.Louis,plus ll3~ Potosi to Franklin,
for a total of 37 cents collect. NO explanation for the long timr in transit
Arro.... Rock Mo Jan 30 [1651] Paid 3. Post Office established before 1632. The 1'0110.'­
ing extract are from the letter:" Frank, , , . came running in, and told me there .'as a
whole passel of people walking in the snOw up in the lane. .Till C<lme in really pale
with fright, and told us that they were indians, and that two of them were coming to
the house.while she spoke they came in and aSked permission to stay all night saying
that one of the squaws ....as siCk and that they had their own bedding. we gave a very
reluctant consent, ", .. there were t ....o squaws, four men,and one little boy - we gave
them supper (and you have some idea of how they eat) and then told them that they must
sleep in the passage. their bedding consisted of a blanket spread on the floor .•'e
gave them breakfast. after which they started,and I can safely say I never was more
rejoiced to get rid of a parse1 of filthy wretches in my life, as soon as they started.
I had to have both rooms ....ashed and I verily believe I .... ill not get rid of the stench
for a week. I would infinetely prefer be i ng ina pen wi th so many hogs, but enough of the
indians ... ,., ... your Ma [Mrs.Harrison]".
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FOlT O$ACE ~ SANTA FE BAIL

FORT OSAGE .,311 <,;lIt.,bllst",d by ec...·r'l\ 1oIilll". C\;uk In the r,'11 uf 1808. He
had obser~d Its strata~lc location on his expedltton .,ith Hert... ther Lewi.
In 18~. [t .,as bu'lt by a co-pan)' of the 1st U.S. Infantry under c~nd of
Captain Ell 11. ele••on in th~ fall of 18011. Th~ fort .,as a log stockade
.Ituatad on a high bluff On tha left bank of the Hissouri River near the
tOWn of Slbley.Hi.~rl. It also contained an Indian factory to trade .. Ith
Osage.Kan.a and lows tribes .. ith George C. Sibley as factor or tradar. Up
to 1820 it .... the .ost eKtre.. frontier settle..nt and I.portant tr.ding
po.t In the Untted St.te •• It .... also a ..ay station on the Santa Fe Trail
..hlch had been opened In 1821. With the establishment of Fort Leavenworth
In 1827 the post .... abandoned. The post office was establi.hed in 1820.

Folded letter i. the re.lgnation of 8.~.Reeves as Lt.Governor of Hi.sourl
to Cov.rnor Fraderick Bate •• Reeves had been appointed co..lssloner of the
"Hexlc.n ro.d" (S.nte fe Troll). Bates died so_thoe after this latter ..as
.. rltten.
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FORT LEAVEJI,'WOR11t This ron ...... OSlablished by Col. Hnlry t.ea__wonh May 8, 1827
and Wall f"Int.:al~ Canlon.....nt Lca,_wonh. II is loeatledon Ih~ wet bank OhM M_rI
R,,'rr, about 23 rn'" abo:lYe Ihe """"th ohhe K,,""*'l Ri\_, in "'hat is ....... 1M state orK........
AI Ih., tim., It ....... OSlabiished Ihe~.well or 1M rn'lel" w""" uoo'llani:led and was.,aIIed-n..,
M_r1 Cnunlry", ha,'IR~bttft ltI't ....ow "Iter 1M rormation oHhe sr.al~orMiRouri. The~
otr'ic:., .."lIS _abIished on May 29, 1828 and was att.ao:hed to Missouri for adminlSl.rat"~
~aso'"untillhe (ormation oHhe K.......T~)lay30, 1854.Th.,~r shown bo:o.... IM
.,arliest known poMrnarkorJune 16. 1829. It is addresed lothtlndianAgenl atFonSnellint
in ~Rl day ~hn..-a.U:a..enwonh abo roundfilFonSn~gln1819. Fort Lea,_wonh
"'.... th.. <>ulf"l\lint and ""artln\t llOinl ~,r "lO!<l.nrt!.e "~Iern milil.ary upe(lilio... Ih gh tM
I~n... It ...". 'm'" thlll rnrl thai","", Army "r 'h., W"",,' mard...'d '0 :-,,,,,, M ico and
Cabrornla and Albtrt Sidnry Joh....,.,·s "ArmyorUUh" mardled totheva1lt'yorlheGrealSah
Lake.
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TilE CO""..... o .....o GE.. E STA~~ s.:"DD"
"'"T l.E.oIIE>lWC ".

October 4. 1937

~. S. H. 1011".
LTou Publhhlll& C_PM"
Lyoll•• Y.a:>....

!.:7 dear llr. 1011.. :

I .. Illd,",d craLe!'u.l ror lell1l.:lg u th.. 1847 lett.:'.
TIle .k.tch oolltll.l»d th.~l:l <::ourlr.u th.. 10eetlollS or -"'1'
or the old b...U11:lg.. TIl" pbotogre.pha. a. you. rill .e., eaM

out upec1ell,. ...11 IUId I _ lIldoslag yo..... "DCllfIht" ••t.

1th l"tOgIlrd. to tbe po.t orn"" "t....v. our Hhtory or
:POrt L."ell'1'O:,th 111dleatQ tbt !:II:llllllI bec_ a terrltory b
l~. Prlor to thh t~ the Fort Lee...en-:orth re,,..rnt1011
con.hUd or Ul"I'1tO:'J' 011 both .1d"" or th" 1:1..ourl Hl"er,
that 011 th....,t .,11. __ a portion ""t oB. r..- th. alld.
cl&1:.4 by th. Delan.r" In111onll, 1ID1 tbt Oil t!:....,t _U • ••
a partioll or th" Sht. or :lI:1ellOurl. It apptllU'. 116tlU'al,
ther.ro~. that 1ll openlna: " Fo.t orrl". at Tort I.-"ento::>rtb
1ll 1829 til.,. eholl.B. IIl1e the 0.ll1.J' political dh1.a1on or tb.
tJ'lllted. statu r"cO£llhed. "t U1"t tl '!his t. tha oDly
.~I.11.tlon I can 61 ... YO'" h...t I bell " tt 1. app=oxtmat.ly
cor~et.

Thank yOIl .p1ll ror yoll:" kllldD""" ln 1etttas lie b".
th1. letter.

Sl"cllrll1y your"

.,..1
1647 Itr
phto copy 1847 1tr
"tlllllp" l!llt

~~dJj-
F. GILBREA'Il:I
Lhut. Co10".1. Canlry
EX""utt .... orrlcar



HEADQUARTERS

FORT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS

4 October 1955

Kr. Lee H. Cornell
302 OrphelW BuildiIl£
Wichita. 2, Ka=as

Dear Vr. Cornell:

Lieutenant Colonel John E. Beebe has presented to the Post
.IlWlelW the photostat of the Thomas letter and. the map of "Nebraska
and Kar~" which hII received from you.

We lLre delighted to have both it_s, but particularly the
plan on Ule back ot the letter. One of our major fields of interest
at the present time b to acquire a better ItnOTledae of the layout
of the Post in its early days, and your contribution ofi.Ll. be of
great value in this endol1vor. .

On behal! of the Co=mdant, ltajor General Garrison H. !l.avidson,
I wi8h to thank yell for yeur thooghttulness and generosity.

Sincerely,

~~
LOLJIS BUTTNER
Colonel, OS
Cha1.Iman, Post H1.storieal Co=1ttee
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~VKJ.'d'~-/,,-..~r ;7,-r-u-d/

~~.5:iT_~£d-,~~y¢~

"My dear Nepheu - When I last; IIrot;e you I lias at Council Grove on my lIay to Santa
Fe. Arter leaving there we proceeded on our journey and nothing or note happ­
ened untill ve reached Pa\fnee Forks,where ve arrived just one day to late to
have had an encounter vith a party of Comanches & Pavnees,vho ilttacked a home­
yard bound t;rain of vaggons and drove off over one hundred oxen and wounding
some of the men - We found here tva government ox traIns of thirty waggons each,
vhich start;ed the next day \flth us - Two other trains of thirty waggons each
had st;arted some tvo or three days ahead. Well 'lie travelled SOllie 16 to 16 1II11es
and encamped on the ArIo,lInsau (river] _ At Revi"lle or light the next; morning \fe
discovered that the Indians had made a charge on Haydens train and vere drIV­
ing off their oxen. The order to saddle and mount our horses \filS given and in a
fe\f moments all Were in the saddle. I \faS allong the first in the ranks,but \fas
ordered to remain behind to help gUllrd the callp.About Tventy one lllen (only)
started oft in pursuit of the Indians - opposite to us on the other side of the
River.vas a largecrovd of Indians,ready to cross and fallon our calllp If 'lie
sent avay all our men _ Our men (21) headed by a sergeant; made I gallant charge
on the Indians and they all cOIIIIIIGnced to run off - At this the Indhns on the
other aide,run their horses up the river a fevhundred yards - crossed and char­
ged in rear after our men.The Indians in front seeing this,t;urned around and
there \fas our poor fellowlI \fith enemies in front & rear and ten to one lit least
("'hen the Indians commenced crossing the river I foresa\l the result and van ted
only t\fllnty men to attack them and keep thell frOlD attacking our men In the rear
but our comlllanding office Lt Love [John,later Maj. Gener<ll J would not send t;he
llIen and so the resul t vas horrid to rel<lte.1 lIake no COlOment. but have facts toO
spea);; for themselves) There vas at least; t\fO hundred \farr10rs alllllounted,\fith
Lances,bows & arrovs /i. a tevguns _ and allot them on traIned horses and thell­
selves the best horsemen 1n the vorld.This could not last only a fev 1l0ments,
vhen our men made a retreat for camp at the top of their horses speed - They got
by this time all the cattle. some 70 or 80 yoke of oxen across the river and h<ld
about one hundrGd and fifty men on foot doing that part.The tirst man in \fas
Sergt Bishop,vounded vith a bUllet just above his kidneys - He is not yet
thought to dangerous,although it is rather doubtful _ The next was a young man
by the name of Vancaster son of a Germ<ln Baron.who fell from loss of blood /i.c
off his horse some 200 yd$ fromcallp.Besides being lllOnced,he had an arrow,still
in hill,vhich entered under the right arll and the steel point vas stic);;ing out
clear through hill just above his heart.He still is living but hIS case 15 thou­
ght hopeless _ The next vas the Ferrier (horse",hoer _ blacksllith) of thecollp<lny
- Seeing he was fainting I run out ,several hundred yards from camp and held him
on his horse untill he got in.He held on t.o his saber untill I tOld him to let go
his grasp - His case is doubtful - "'nother came in lanced in the back and is very
bad today. but not dangerous - T\fO belonging to my mess \lere slightly \founded
vi th lances - The roll was called and we found fi ve men missing Ii. (a 1 party of us
mounted and vent over the field of battle and the firlit one 'lie tound vas the dead
body of II fine young man of Illy mess named Arlidge - He was stripped of his cloth­
ing, but hi s scalp va s not taken _ Then on look i ng around we found the dead bod i es
Of three more lien, Blake - Short -Ii. Dickhart - all or them horribly but.chered­
Short beside being lanced in <l dozen pl<lCe8 had hi", throat cut from ear to ear­
Dickhart had his liars cut off and 1lI0uth mutllated.All of these three had theIr
scalps taken - We buried them all in one grave ",ith honours of war. The fifth man
- Gaskin - \fe did not find untill this morning - he \las dreadfully mutilated,
his scalp \f<lS not taken,but about half his hair vas pulled out,l suppose the one
that killed him had no knife about him - So you see we had five brave fella..·"
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taken suddenly from us and six wounded - four of them badly _ We do not know for a
certainty how many of the Indians were lei lIed as they always take the dead away
wi th them. but it cannot fall short of thirty, for almost all of our men lei lIed
One and those of our men that got killed,each killed from two to four & five. The
Indians have not as yet made another attack,but we expect nothing else every
moment-We are now well prepared for them. The two ox trains lay close along
side of us and we shall remain here untill we can get cattle to take along the
waggons.There are,some days behind us several hundred head of cattle going to
Santa Fe,whlCh when they come up will I suppose be put in [to pUll the ",agons)
the ,,·aggons.We have just learned the Indians have taken and destroyed the
new fort lately built at JaclesonGrove near the crossing of the Arkansaw.
They killed three men, the rest escaped wi th a six pounder [gun 1 and have gone
on to Santa Fe with Smiths train as guards e.c - We are somewhat fearful they
[Indians] ,,-ill in a fe,,' days bring a still larger number and give us battle. I do
not think they can harmus,as long as "'e remain encamped as ",e nO'" are - and very
SOOn we will have a reinforcement as several companies of volunteers are on the
road - Almost all the men remain under arms day & night I have given you a hasty
and but impartial account of this tragic event and one must be On the spot &
participate in the scenes to have any idea _ It may be my fate never more to re­
urn if such should be the case it is my wish that whatever may be due me by gov­
erment as ",ell as my other property shall become your own _ I will write again
when I arrive at Santa Fe.. . if you see me no more spare a mOment to think
of your Uncle M. I. Balter .... P S lin Express starts at dusk for Fort Leaven"'orth
by which send you this letter. I hope it may get through safe. M. I. Baker" .

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Both of Baker's letters were carried to Fort Leavenworth,up the santa Fe trail
by a "military express".As per letter above it was picked up "on the trail" at
dusk on June 27th, with arrival at Fort Leavenworth on July 6th as pet" postmarK.
About 10 days travel time.Baker draws a word picture of the problems of moving
"The Army of the West" down that other "pathway of invasion" to the conquest of
Mexico. It is noteworthy, to quote Baker from his first letter: "The Mexicans
have visited these tribes and made presents to induce to hat"rass & stOp all
American trains." , No wonder they had to fight the Indians on the "<ly to war!
What a sight it must have been to sec the great cavalcade of wagons loaded with
provisions, arms and ammunition, pulled by teams of oxen'
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LEAVENWORTH CITY. K. T. The post off ice V<lS establ ished K"rch
6.1855 in vhat vaa then WYANDOTTE County. Thence to LEAVENWORTH
County Auqust 25.1855. The nallle of the post office vas changed
to LEAVENWORTH on Hay 31. 1871 .

.\ u. )rrr.r.I.H.

~~!oru'arding and <1: ommission
, MERCHANT.

, ....... , &.' ...".OrB <:lTl.., .. T.
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SANTA FE TRAIL

BALDWIN CITY KANS MAY 22 1882,Post Office established as PALHYRAin
Douglas County June 29,1857.changed to Baldwin City 1882 and then to
Baldwin August 16,1912.
BAKER UNIVERSITY ill the oldellt University in Kansas,establl11hed in
1858, three ycars betore Kansas became a Sta te. The ba t tIe at BlaCl(
Jack, bet....een the Free-staters, led by John Brown and a group at Pro­
slavery men occurred here June 2,1856.
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