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NEW-YORK AND CALIFORNIA STEAMSHIP LINE

~ VIA NICARAGUA.
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S.S. Sierra Nevada Via Nicaragua

The Vanderbilt steamer of the Accessory Transit Co., the Sierra
Nevada, departed San Francisco for Nicaragua on Oct. 16, 1853 and
arrived at San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua on Oct. 20th. Connection was
made with the S.S. Star of the West on the Atlantic side, the latter
sailing for New York on Oct. 31st. The Sierra Nevada sailed for San
Francisco, on the return trip, on Nov. 5, 1853 and arrived at that port
on Nov. 16th.

The Star of the West arrived at New York at midnight of Nov. 8th
and the U.S, Mail, which she carried, was placed in the New York Post
Office on the 10th,

The following news item appeared in the New York Herald on
Nov. 10th: “ARRIVAL OF THE STAR OF THE WEST, This steamship
Jrom San Juan, on the evening of the 31st ult. with passengers ect.,
reached here 12 o'clock last night. She brings San Francisco dates by
the S8.S. SIERRA NEVADA on the Pacific side to the 16th of October.”

The Star of the West departed for Nicaragua from New York on
Oct. 20, 1853 as per notice in the New York Herald of Oct. 6th, viz:
“Accessory Transit Co. of Nicaragua departure date, Cct. 20, 1853,
8.5, STAR OF THE WEST, for San Juan del Norte, connecting with S.S.
SIERRA NEVADA for San Francisco, over ﬂwNwarugua Transit
Route”

The cover shown below was carried over thls route on the datzes
outlined above.
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TUSCUMBIA. Side-wheeler of 281 tons. Built at New Albany, Indiana in 1846 for the
Ohio and Mississippi trade. She was lost in 1852. Cover shown was carried by the
TUSCUMBIA from Kaskaskia, Illinois to New Orleans where it entered the mails on
January 14, 1851. It was then rated 40¢ collect and forwarded to California via Panama.

Elisha Leymour, to whom the letter is addressed, was one of those who went west in

1849 in search of gold. The letter is from his family reporting the news back home andthe
fact that they have not heard from him since he addressed them from Fort Laramie.

On his way back from California Leymour was drowned while crossing a river and
this letter was returned to the family with the sad news,




The cover on the left originated
at San Francisco on Sept.1,
1853. Since the single rate was
6¢ this is a double rate of 12¢as
indicated In the letter. The
writer advises that he has made
shipments via the Clipper ships
Staffordshire & Golden Fleece
and that "] have only time to
write ... which [ forward by the
‘Nicaraguan Steamer’ the mails
having closed.” The VIA NICAR-
AGUA/AHEAD OF THE MAILS
marking on this cover was used
by the ACCESSORY TRANSIT
CO., the cover having been
placed in their office at San
Francisco.
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SAN FRANCISCO NEWS LETTER This type of a news letter was prepared and printed with current news
to date for the sailings of the ships of the PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY. The cover shown was
carried by the GOLDEN GATE on June 20, 1857. The rate to Panama was 20 cents thus the “DUE 10"
marking. To New York it would have been 10 cents as originally rated. See upper ieft hand column
newspaper for rates as highlighted in yellow above.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

ACROSS NICARAGUA IN 1853

The letter partly transcribed below was written by Charley Allen, who describes his journey across
Nicaragua, on his way to the gold fields of California. Although the letter is datelined at Grey Town [San
Juan del Norte], the first part was written before he arrived on the Pacific side. The last part is datelined at
Virgin Bay on the 27th of May. Allen arrived at San Francisco on the S, Sierra Nevada on June 16, 1853. The
letter was carried back across the same route it describes to Grey Town where it was placed on board the
mail ship S.S. Prometheus, which arrived at New York on June 9, 1853 as per postmark. [t was treated as a
ship letter — 5 cents postage plus 2 cents ship fee for a total of 7 cents,

“Grey Toun May 27th 1853 ... we arrived at San Juan (Grey Toun) on sunday morning — we
stopped at the St. Charles hotel —we started up the river (San Juan|monday — that night we got
up to the first rapids [Mchuca| and then we walked about 2 miles and got aboard of another
steamer and went to the Castillia Rapids and then we walked about 100 rods and got aboard of
another steamer — we took dinner there before we started — then we went up about 15miles and
stopped again [at the El Toro Rapids| and then walked about 3miles — mud up to our knees and
got aboard of the Lake Steamer — we stayed aboard of her 3 nights and from the time we landed
[on board [ we slept on the floor — the water running under us — nothing to eat but bread as big
as your fist for 6 dimes — we started in the lake boat and got to San Carlos at night where the fort
is [Fort San Carlos| but they let us pass — we had a bad storm on the lake — the passengers was
sick good many of them.

Virgin Bay May 27th — we landed in the morning — we fwent to| the best Hotel in place
called United States Hotel — it has got a thatched roof — stakes drove down for the sides —when it
rains the mud is from 3 to 4 inches deep — no floor — hogs sleep under the table — the cups and
saucers have not beem washed since the flood — the agent has made it as pleasant as ke could for
us since we have been here — he took us over to the Island of Ometepe[c] on Sunday and on
tuesday to Granada — we stayed there two nights and had a fine timeup thre — threwas about 30
of us went up — the rest stayed back — the largest part of our passengers are over to San Juan [del
Sur| — we saw some very handsome Senoritas up at Granada... we are back again in Virgin Bay
and got to wait for the passengers that started from N.Y. on the 20th — we shall have 1000
passengers on the other side — the steamer that was to take us up [to San Francisco] spring a leak
and had to go to Panama to cork and we have to wait for the Siera Neuvada [Sierra Nevada | —we
are all well..."

The 8.8 Sierra Nevada arrived at San Francisco on June 16, 1853,






PAN.& SAN. FRAN. S.S. (Panama & San Francisco Steamship).This
marking was used onboard ships of the Pacific Mail Steamship
Co.,plying between San Francisce and Panama.,in 1850-52.The
letter is dated "San Francisco Mzy 31,1850".There is a noteon
reverse "Mess. Mott Talbot & Cc will oblige me by retaining
this...until called for by Judge Mc Henry. James Van Ness." It
apparently was held untill April 22,1851 as per postmark and
then returned to S.F.There is an identical cover from the
same correspondence xith the "Care of" crossec out and the
postmark dated "APR 22" in red. At the time the rate to Panama
was 30 cents, but only 10 cents through to New York.

VIA NICARAGUA from NOISY CARRIERS. Carried outside of the
U.S.mails and placed in the post office at NEW YORK/SHIP
JAN 9 [1854].




THE WESTERN MAILS

BERFORD & CO's EXPRESS. Established in 1849 to carry mail and packages in California and to
the eastern stales VIA PANAMA. Sold out to Wells Fargo in 1854. Cover shown above was handled
by the PACIFIC EXPRESS in San Francisco “Dex, 7" 1852/54, and there turned over to Berford for
delivery to Boston VIA PANAMA. Hlustrated cover below was carried over the PANAMA ROUTE
from San Francisco “Feb 1, 1861 to Oswego, N.Y. where it arrived on February 26th. By 1861 most
of the mail was going overland unless designated to go VIA PANAMA™
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THE WESTERN MAILS

ISTHMUS OF TEHUANTEPEC

In 1851 the US. Army Engineers, under the
command of Major J.G. Barnard, made a survey
for a railroad across the Isthmus of Tehuante-
pec, Mexico. The letter on this page is headed:
“El Barrio, Ists. of Tehuantepec, Mexico, August
7th, 1851". It is written by a member of the
expedition who'states that they have just com-
pleted the survey and are about ready to come
home. The letter was handed in at the Mexican
P.0. as shown by the framed handstamp
FRANQUEADO EN TEHUANTEPEC (Paid at
Tehuantepec) and then forwarded to the US
Consul at Vera Cruz, as per manuscript directive
in lower left hand corner of the cover. It was
then put onboard a ship for New Orleans where
that post office rated it SHIP 7 and sent it on to
New York
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ISTHMUS of TEHUANTEPEC

MINATITLAN is located on the Coatzacoalcos River ,2t the head of
navigation,about wenty miles up river from its mouth on the Gulf
of Mexico.Cover shown is cdatelineé ® finatitlisn March 13,1856. A5
per diractive "letter way of the Brig Icarian", it was carried to
BOSTON where it entered the mails on April il1th ,as per postmark
ang rated SHIP 5 cents - 3 cents postage and Z cents ship fee.
Charles R. Webster writeos to his sister Anna that the Mexican Gov-
erament has made a contract'with a man name Smith,to construct a
Plank road across the Isthmus - and that the vork will probably
commence in two or three months,and further that the small steamers
for the navigation of this river (Golsacoslcos ) [Coatzacoalcos)
ar¢ nearly completed." See WEDRSTER correspondencs in this collee-
tion - Captain Mexican War anc U.S.Consul at Tehhuantepee.
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LAST MATL VIA TEHUANTEPEC

On June 8,1858 the Post Office Department contracted with the Tehuantepec Co.
to carry the mails twice a month from New Orleans, via steamship, to Minatitlan
and thence overland,across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec to the Pacific. Cost was
$286,000 per annum, with the first mail leaving New Orleans for California on
October 27th,1858, In spite of the fact that the travel time was about 15 days,
bringing the news to California much quicker than the Panama or the Overland

Routes, the contract was not renewed when it expired the first part of October
in 1859,

The cover shown was carried on the last east-bound trip,leaving Tehuantepec on
September 29th and arriving at New Orleans "Oct,10,1859" where it was rated
"STEAMSHIP 10" and forwarded to its destination.

Charles Webster was the U.S.Consul and agent for the Louisiana Tehuantepec Co.
at Tehuantepec,Mexico.He writes to his sister under date of "Tehuantepec Sept
29,1859":"The mail will leave in a few moments for Minititlan and New Orleans,
and as the contract with the Tehuantepec Company expires on the first of
October, I greatly fear it will be the last direct opportunity I will have for
some time"...I am "rather poor in pocket....from the failure of the Louisiana
Tehuantepec Company to pay its debts - They owe me some $4000,'" He hopes he
will get paid "as the company besides owning the valuable privilege of the
exclusive transit on this Isthmus for seventy years, has some half millions of
acres of land - all of which is liable for its debts contracted in Mexico...."
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VIA TEHUANTEPEC
The following news item appeared in the San Francisco Alta November 15th, 1858:

“Editor Alta: As a matter of public information and general interest, will you please
announce in your paper that hereafter [ shall dispatch from this office on the 5th and 20thof
each month a mail VIA TEHUANTEPEC TO NEW ORLEANS. I am directed by the Postmaster
General to request writers of letters destined to places in the Atlantic States, to indorce
thereom the route by which they wish them sent, or to wit:

'VIA LOS ANGELES OVERLAND'
‘VIA SALT LAKE OVERLAND'
‘VIA TEHUANTEPEC'

Letters with no such indorsement upon them and all newspapers will be sent ‘Via
Panama'. Three cents will pay the postage on a single letter ‘'Via Overland’ asfar as Chicago,
llls., and Cincinnati, Ohio, Beyond these puints the postage will be ten cents. Newspapers
throughout the state will do the public a favor by inserting this in their columns.

C.L. WELLER, P.M.
San Francisco
Nov. 15, 1858"

The above points out the importance of the printed and manuseript directives on the
covers in this exhibit.
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VIA PANAMA Cover shown above was carried by the Steamship Constitution of the Pacific Mail Line to
Panama and thence to New York in twenty-two days travel time. It is rated 15 cents to Bordeaux, France.
VIA CENTRAL OVERLAND Cover below was carried by the Overland Stage to New York in the time of
25 days and is rated 45 cents for the triple rate to Bordeaux, France.
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INDEPENDENT LINE VIA PANAMA

This steamship line was organized by Commodore Vanderbilt as
an opposition line between California and New York via Panama
in September of 1853. The cover on this page originated at San
Francisco on September 1, 1854 and was carried by the steamship
UNCLE SAM to Panama where connections were made with the
‘S.5. NORTH STAR for the run to New York. However it was turned
over to the British Post Office at Panama, rated 1 shilling, and
forwarded direct by the British mail steamer to London where it
arrived on Oct. 18th. Thence to Scotland for delivery on the 18th.
The U.S. stamps were never canceled because it never entered the
1.5, mails.
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EAST BOUND WEST BOUND.

STOCKTON CAL JAN 30,1851. Cover above originated at Stockton with arrival
at Boston per ocean mail,rated 40 cents in blue.

BATTLE CREEK Mich 30 May,1851. Cover rated 40 cents at BATTLE CREEK TO
STOCKTON,CALIFORNIA via ocean mail and thence FORWARDED to Mokelomn (s.b.
MOKELUMNI HILL) plus 5¢ forwarding charge in pencil.Following quote
from letter enclosed: "...I see on your last letter you had written paid
but was not stamped paid by the P.M. consequently I had to pay 40 ct - now it
is very convenient to have the postage pd particularly when change [money ]
is as scarce as it is with me at present but it is not worth a vhile for you

to pay it there & still have it unpaid - there is quite a party left this
town this spring for California..."
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STOCKTON CALIFORMIA
AND THE 40 CENT OCEAN RATE.

Covers shown were probably carried to New York via
Pnanama. The top two to Illiinois and Iowa.The other
one west bound to Stockton from LOWELL MASSACHUSETTS
The lower two about 1850 as per the 1847/50 rate.




REYNOLDS & CO.EXPRESS was established by Angevine Reynolds
in January of 1850.1It operated from Stockton to the south-
ern mine.In 1851 a partnership was formed with A.H.Todd and
it became REYNOLDS, TODD & CO.EXPRESS.On April 27,1852 it
became TODD & CO.EXPRESS,Reynolds had droped out.The cover
shown above originated at BOSTON Feb.25,1851,rated "40"
cents. At Stockton it was picked up at the post office by
Reynolds and delivered to Mr. Chips at Mormon Gulsh.The 2.00
in pencil vas the express charge by Reynolds.

BROWNS EXPRESS. Organized by Wm.A.Brown in 1850 to carry the
mails and express from Stockton to the southern mines.In 1853
Brown was killed and his murderer committed suicide. Adams &

Co. carried on Browns Express until their own failure in 1855.
Cover shown Originated at BOSTON DEC 23,1852 and was rated 10

cents to Stockton where it was picked up and delivered to Mr.

Dewing. The "$1" was the express charge.
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LANGTON'S PIONEER EXPRESS. Langton picked up this cover enroute to Forest
City,Cal.,where he dropped it in the post office for delivery to the
American Counsel at Tehuantepec, Mexico. Eveidently the south bound mail
steamer only stopped at Acapulco, where the postmaster stamped it ACAFULCO
and 2 centavos collect and forwarded it in the Mexican mails.
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PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP CO. Cover & letter originated at "Acapulco July
28,1862",in which the writer states "The return steamer touches at this
point this evening so this letter will go without delay". He then gave
it to the agent of the P.M.S.8.Co. who forwarded it to St.Paul,Minnesota
via New York, On arrival in New York the ten cent stamp of the 1861
issue was canceled "N,YORK STEAMSHIP" and rated "DUE 10", At that time
the rate from Acapulco to New York or to San Francisco was 20 cents per
1/2 oz. Where~as from New York to San Francisco or vice versa it was
only 10 cents prepaid. Thus the "DUE 10",
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CALIFORNIA AND NEW YORK!
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THROUGH IN ADVANCE of the MAIL
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' MOSES TAYLOR

JONUN McGOWAN, Commander,
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GOLD RUSH STEAMERS

ship Line until they were acquired by the Central
American Transit Co. in July 1864. The CAT. Co.
operated stages and two lake steamers in crossing the
isthmus and connecting with the SS. GOLDEN RULE
and other steamers on the Atlantic side for New York
The cover shown was carried over this route, leaving San
Francisco on October 12, 1865, as per the manuscript
directive and the handstamp of the MOSES TAYLOR.
There is no date in the postmark “N. YORK STEAM-
SHIP" but the advertised travel time was 21 days, On
arrival at the post office it was rated “Due 7"'to make up
the 10 cent rate for over 3000 miles. By 1869 the heyday
of the Gold Rush Steamers was drawing to a close.
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CALIFORNIA TO MEXICO 1861

Folded letter postmarked SAN FRANCISCO CAL/MAY 21 1861;tying a
pair of the 10¢ stamp of the 1857 issue;paying the 20¢ west coast
rate to Panama.Addressed to Dn. Jose Ma Bermegillo at Colima, as
per receiving postmark CORREOS COLIMA/JUNIO 29 1861.Apparently
it was charged 4 reals for inland rate from MANZANILLO to COLIMA?
Folded letter below bears the 2 reals stamp of the 1864-66 issue.
Besides the regular overprint of 1865,it also is printed 4 TEPIC?
It is postmarked FRANQUEADO TEPIC/Nov.26/65,addressed to Juan
Acosta at Rincon de Romos.Mexico.
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HARNDEN'S EXPRESS. Folded letter originated at Charlestown,S.C.on April
30,1845.It was carried from Boston by Harnden & Co.,via the Cunard Line
to Liverpool,vhere it was placed in the post office as postmarked.Thence
by mail to France.A nice combination showing the handstamps of Harnden's
Boston and Liverpool offices.
Cover below originated at Liverpool on Feb.23,1853.1It was carried by the
packet ship SAXON,of the CRESCENT CITY LINE OF PACKETS,to New Orleans,
where it arrived on May 10th as per postmark and SHIP G-




BRITISH MAIL - CHILE TO NEW ORLEANS VIA PANAMA, JAMAICA AND CUBA - 1848

Folded letter above originated at VALPARAISO,CHILE, as per postmark of the British post
office, on May 30,1848, Two shillings was paid in cash as denoted by the manuscript 2/-
in red. The letter was routed VIA NEW ORLEANS by a British steamer to Panama, where the

handstamped Transite was applied. Thence by the Royal Mail Steamer to New Orleans via
Kingston,Jamaica and Havana,Cuba. On arrival at New Orleans on August 2nd it was rated
as per handstamp,34 cents colleect with 24 in manuscript credited to the British and 10
cents to the U.S. The 2/- in red was a handling charge to the British and had nothing
to do with the transite from Chile to New Orleans.
The letter ia of little interest except for the postscript: "May 30th...will enclose a
e e £ gold r the seal to pay the (collect) postage which is the 1/16 part
of an ounce or about a dollar 48 cents,..'" The '"piece of gold" was removed as evidenced
by the mutilated seal and the torn paper.
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TELEGRAPH-This was a well known packet ship operating
in the Atlantic coastal trade between Charleston and
New York. The cover above was carried by the TELEGRAPH,

Hector Coffin master,in February 1817. Rated 6 cents as
a ship letter on arrival in Philadelphia.

U.S.S.ESSEX. This frigate of the Navy was built in Sept.
0f 1799 and played an important part in the Barbary Pirate
wars and the War of 1812. Tn 1810 the ESSEX was sent with
despatches to France,returning in July 1811. At the time
the French ports were under a blockade by the British and
it is very probable that the cover above was carried by
the ESSEX. It was placed in the mails as per postmark at
ANNAPOLIS,MD july 1,as a SHIP letter rated 14% cents.
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A. M. Hinkley,
FORWARDING AND COMMISSION

DR OET AT,
ASPINWALL AND PANAMA, N. G.

ISTHMUS TRANSIT TICKETS |

A. M. HINKLEY, lute forwarder on the Lsthmus, fo |
| Adams & Co.'s Celifornin Express, is now prejared to
furnish Passengor Teansit Tickews from Aspinwall 1o
Pansma, and wice veraa, making, with the steamers, an
entire through tirket by the mail routs.

WM. NELSON & ©O0., Agents,

Paname,
JOHN W. CARRINGTON, Agest,
At Adams & Co's, 50 Broadway,

New York
A. DARBTOW, Agent,
5y ngl!lql' At Ailsme & Ou's, Newe. Orleans
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Cover beloworiginated at Havana,Cuba

on June 9,1854 and was carried by
steamer to Aspinwall,where it was_turned
over to A.M,HINEKLEY & CO.and forwarded
across the Isthmus to Panama City.Thence
via steamship to San Francisco.where it
arrived July 16th.A nice combination of
the use of the companies handstamps for
both ends of the Isthmus route.

Bottom cover was used from "Cartagena
July 23,1855"via GEQ.W.FLETCHER and NEW
YORK STEAMSHIP. It arrived in New York on
August 11th and was rated 40 cents for

a double rate letter.
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U.S.MAIL STEAMSHIP FAH KEE.This was a screw propeller steamship
of 699 tons,built at Brooklyn,N.Y. in 1863.It was sold to an alien
party in 1872. Cover shown originated at St. Jago,Cuba April 21,1866
and arrived at New York April 30th,where it was rated 10 cents.

"pr Bermuda" a private ship. Folded letter originated at Caracas,
Venezuela ,as per postmark -on August 7,1878.It arrived in New
York August 25th,where it wvas rated "6 Cents" collect.
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FORWARDED BY/C.J.FOX/ASPINWALL N.G. Cover zbove originated at
Santa Marta,Columbia on October 3,1858 and arrived at New York
on October 28th. It is prepaid at SANTA MARTA 15 to ASPINWALL,
where it was picked up by Fox for delivery in New York.

Cover below originated at Cartagena,Columbia on June 3,1860.
It bears the combination of handstamps of T.R.COWAN =nd C.J.FOX
who were located at Aspinwall (Colon and Aspinwvall are at the
same location).It arrived at New York June 27th.
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Cover on the right

originated at
cartagena,Columbia
on June 7,1854. On
arrival in New York
it was given to _
BOYDS LOCAL PENNY

POST for delivery
as per handstamp
and “Due 2cts" on
June 26th.

FORWARDED BY
T.R.COWAN

Cover on the left
originated at
Barrang 13'5 Col-
umbia on Oct 31,
1860 and arrived
at New York Nov.27.
1860.

Cover on the left
originated on Nov.
11,1853 at Cartagena.
It was handled by
JOHN CAPELA Jr.at
Cartagena who sent it
on to T.R.COWAN at
NAVY BAY CHAGRES. It
arrived in New York on
Dec.12th.
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FORWARDED by F.GOGORZA & CO.PANAMA. Cover originated at Cali,
Columbia on October 26,1859 and arrived at New York December
13th,vhere it was rated 10 cents .Cover below was forwarded

by E & H ABRAHAMS & CO. COLON,N.G. -New Grenada Panama. It orig-
inated at Santa Marta,Columbia October 30,1864 and arrived at
New York November 15th,where it was rated 10 cents.
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Both folded letters shown originated at Bogota,Columbia.Letter
above is from the firm of Lorenzana & Mejia. Vincente Perez Mejia
was a forwarder and the only one listed from Bogata. It originated
at Bogota October 11,1861 with arrival at New York December 16th.
Letter below also originated at Bogota on February 10,1854.It was
handled by three forwarders - PEDRO MACIA/CARTAJNEA - RAMON LEON
SANCHEZ/CARTAGENA,N.G. - GEO.W.FLETCHER/ASPINWALL N.G. Arriv-
ing at New York on March 15th it was rated 20 cents.
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