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NIAGARA This post office was established on Oct. 30, 1797 with John G.
Coffin as postmaster, [t was locafed in Fort Niagara but for some reason
the "fort” was left out of the name. The fort is located in Niagara County,
N.Y. on the east side of the Niagara River near its mouth with Lake Ontario.
Both covers were postmarked and "FREE" franked by David Thompson
the Commissary and postmaster at the fort — Sept. 21 and Dec. 28, 1798,
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At the Theatre Royal, Drury-Lane,

This Prefent WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 1795,
Their Majefiies Servenss will 2t a new Opera called

JACK of NEWBURY.

The Mrusick, comja ‘ed by Mr. HOOK.

{ The Sceme:, Dr{ﬂ}s, Drcoratiens, and Macizery are entirely New. )
THE CHARACTERS BY

Mr. PALMER, Mr. KELLY,
Mr. DIGNUM, Mr, SUETT, _
Mr. R. PALMER, Mr. BANNISTER, Jun.
Mafter WELSH, Mr. PHILLIMORE.
Mrs. CROUCH, Signera STORACE,
Mifs LEAK, Mis. BLAND.

_ Toconclude with an Emblematical MASQUE in Honeur of the Royal Nuprialy, called The

TRIUMPH or HYMEN. ®

Hymen, Malter DE CAMP,
Cup:d Malter WELSH, Pf}'che Mifs GR!’LINGER.
~Mercury, Mr. FIALON, Apollo, Mr. AUMER,

Diana, Mifs COLLINS, J.'Icrcuics Mr. G. D'EGVILLE,
Cafior, Mr. FAIRBRO® THER Pollux’ MT BO]M&ISON
Z.cph} rus, Mrs. FIAL.ON, Flora Mifs F. D’EGVILLE,
Pritannia, Mrs CUYLER
Plenty, Mrs. BUTLER, Commerce, Mrs. HEDGES,
LOVES, GRACES, and CHORUS,

Mibh Menage, Mifs Wheotly, \hh 8, D’Ezville, Mrs. Beaofort, Mr. Brooker, Mr. Brigg,
Afifs Bonrke, Mrs. Bramnwell, Mils Rechead, Mifs Gawd trv, Mifs Stageldoir, Haﬁ-Ch:n‘gﬂgr &
Mefits. Covke, D:.nbg. Evans, Lyons, M:!dm:h, Wilh, Trocman, &-,
Tthctnﬂynh]w Op:ra isdefigned and painted by Mr. GREENWOOD, and Mr. CAPON,

The Malgee and Decorations by Mr. MARINARI;
The Machinery by Mellr=. CABANEL a.lni ACOBS:
And the Drefees by Mr. JOHNSTON, and Mifs REIN.
Books of the Songs to be had im the Theatre.

To which will be added S

TIT Y- T AT

Boxes 6s. Second Price 35 Pit 35. 6d. Second Price 2s. Gallery 2s. Second Price 1s-
per Gallery 15 Second Price 6d.
NO iONLY 10 BE RETURNED
Printed by C. Lowxnpss, next theSwage-Door. -~ Fivant Rex et Regina !

The New Cumedy of FIRST LOVE is unavoidably dckrred
Till Tuefday next. _
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JOHN QUINCY ADAMS ON THE ENGLISH THEATRE 1783

“Inmy last ,I gave you an account of having seen the assembly of the House
of Lords in Parleament.I have seen [every] thing very extraordinary since
then,but still I will acquaint you with my proceedings: on wednesday even-
ing I went to the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane,and sav the West Indian,witha
Pantomime entertainment called Fortunatus - I think I have observed in a
former letter,that they equal at least the French Comedy - the performance
of the West Indian confirm'd me in that opinion,for I dont remember ,to have
ever seen a Comedy better play'd inmy life: the entertainment of Fortunatus
is a Harlequinade,like those performed on the small stages of Paris - on
thursday we went to the Royal Society and saw their Proceedings,but very
little wvas done; there was nothing read except a very dry,unphilosophical
account,of the late earthquakes in Calabria,with which I believe everybody
was perfectly tired.I know, I was,for one. - If we had been there the Thursday
before,we should have heard read two letters from Dr.Franklin [Benjamin] to
the president of the Society,about the air balloons; by what I can £ind ocut
thay are in a puzzle to know whether the Dr.is in jest or in earnest; for in his
letters,he points out to them,of what prodegious advantage the air balloons
may be to Great Britain;under such virtuous Administration,as the present one.
On Friday I went to see Hughes's equestrian performances,vwhich are by no means
equal to those of Astley's which you may have seen at Paris. - on Saturday we
went to the Covent Garden Theatre and saw represented the Tragedy of Douglas
in which Mrs.Crawford appear'd as Lady Randolph - this Mrs. Crawford was form-
erly very famous here;under the name of Barry;but about five years agone she
left the stage;but she has been perssuaded by the Managers of the Covent Garden
Theatre, to come on again, to counteract Mrs.Siddons wvho is at Drury Lane, but
wvhether Mrs.Crawford may have been heretofore ;She is not I think at present
equal to her rival;vwho has many advantages over her: 1lst She is but about 30
years old;and Mrs.Crawford is turn'd of fifty — and She has more striking
features,and a figure more adapted to the stage, - 3dly her voice is yet unim-
pair'd;and that of Mrs.Craeford begins to fail her;so that Mrs.Siddons will
still command the attention of the Public,I think in preference to the other.
After the TRAGEDY ,ve had a mew Comic Opera in two acts called The Poor
soldier;which is charming - in my next I will send you a Copy of one of the best
songs in it,which if you find to your liking you have only to speak and I will
send you some others. Farewell for the present..........your friend .0."

Docket: "From M. J Q Adams/London 17th Nov.1783/recd.24th Nov.1783/Chaellot”

22288322222 2222222 R 3

The young John Quincy Adams,at the age of 16,writes from London to his friend
Peter Munro,about his visit to the Royal Theatres at Covent Garden and
Drury Lane.The letter is addressed to "Monsieur P.J.Munro chez [at the house of]
M.Franklin/Ministre Plenipotentiaire des Etats Unis [United states ]/faupres
§,M.T,C. a [at] Passy/ [near] Paris.’
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Tuaiarre Roval, CovEnt-{rARDEN.

O is Park and Cviiintion-Liil Catos, ox. ¢ Pty Moising.
s o St. JAMES’S PARK and CANAIL,

Bochirgkam Heonsr i the dtance T. Grigwe
. PATENT SEKATEING.
Seeer ML Y. Kew Garderis on « May Morning. o

May Duy Spaonie,
Morris Dunrees, Hesy, Austia, Collett, J. Couper, Grant, Heath, ' Drian, Plait, Smywer, “adler, Swisen,
Lisees, Mesds, Bates, Bbdvn., Louis, Shoter, Twamley, Vials, Vins, Welte
Tlors, Mize WOMER.— Hrr Attendacts, Miseres Griffiths, Hebbord, Thowmasin, Tine.

Toeste 8. OUTSIDE ot B%RHE.R s SHOP. Hedorm
Abroibsm An'ad, she Barber, Mr. LOULS, M Antall, be Wits, i BARNETT,
Sovwe v, INSIDE of BARBER's SHOP, Hodgine

Clawna Patent Mackiarry

TO SHAVE BY STEAM.
oty 40— —~ Y. OUTSIDE of I SIMON SIMPFRS HeUSE Lappite

er snwses, M FAHST OF,  Lady Sger, Madame FRITZER, Mo Simper, Mise SHOT TER,

' ; Mubkes the :.Ml lﬂu SUET. 'Il"ulri:lum. Mi.NA g ’
"“ ,.“ . aside of Si- Simen Si wper’s Hanre. : W. Griew
= 1t —BSEPTEMBER- VAUXNHALL BRIDGE. T Geicer
aovierls VAUXHALL GARDEMS.  The CrLows"s (GRIEVE}

Aeronautic Excursion from LONDON to PARI&

Lichuding the various ¥ IEWS from the English Metropalis, till his

Arrival in the Gardens of the Thmtfenes in Pans.

Arene 1 BURLINGTON ARCADE »t X
seenss 15 zud 18 The VILLAGE of BOW, war London- [I"VL‘GH}—I.I-:ABE.NHM MARKET. Pm:li_

GRAND CIVIC FEAST in GUILDHALL.

Srene 18, u.u'm nﬂ'u ALand ASTRONDAMICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER' SHOP, Litppius
bt T OR ROBIN H W,

o The TEMPLE of IRIS. o

AOOKS of the Songs, &r. with » ketelof s Story, s be bad is the Thealre, & of Mr. Miires, &9, Flvimreet.
& NO ORDIERS WILL BE ADMITTED.

= X THE REW BARIOMINEOF

HARLEQUIN and POOR ROBIN,

was aguin roceived by = crowded and delighted auvdience with shouts of .dmm and ap-
plause exceeding any ever hefore sitnessed, even at this Thestre——The beauty of the

the ingenuity of the Tricks—thc rupidity of the Changes—and the irresistible erhﬂ:r ;
deats, were ;-ruwned with Three distinet Huzzas at the conelusion of the Piece, oh wes ap-

wounced for repetition for EVERY EVENING till further notice.

Mr. SINCLAIR

oambrnues fo aftract erowded and fushionable Hovsex—He will act Trumore
on Saturday—and Prince ado, for the 10th time, on Twesday.

ooty &h n’--—ﬁ'i LAy of

JULIUS C/ESAR.

Marc Antony, Mr. C. KEMBLE, Brutus, Mr.YOUNG,  Cassius, Mc. COOPER.
v FR:DAY.  1he Uprra of

CORTEZ; Or, The Conquest of MEexieo,

With 'l e crigimal Splesdow—=esd i Grund Dissley of
SPANISH cA VALRY

After which, for the first time at this Theatre, a Farce ealled

IMPSON and CO.

Me.Simpion, Mr. W, FARRE, _ Mc. Bowaley, Mr. COOPER. Foster, M - ATKIN
e . Miss CHESTER, (Her first siove ae Sndiopen %
Mg, Simpson, Mrs, GIBBE,  Mrs, Fitzallan, Miss | Madame l.-Trq:p.In. RCE.

Ou SATURDAY, the Opera of
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LETTER DESCRIBING BRADDOCK’S DEFEAT
AND EXTOLLING THE EXPLOITS OF WASHINGTON
DURING THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR

1755 (Aug. 3) Petersburg, Va. to Whitehaven, England, folded letter datelined “Peters-
buig up Appamatox James River Virginia™, endorsed “P the Hon/ Capr Eilbeck”, carried by private
ship to England bypassing the Post Office, Fine, the long letter gives a description of General
Braddock’s defeat and of Washington's heroism, at a battle that occurred 25 days earlier

The content of the leiter includes: “I am sorry to informe you of our bad success in our first
enguagment this vear with the French and Indians...On the 9th of the last instant at Mongohala
within six miles of the French Fort Gen. Braddock withk 1300 chose men and officers were attacked
bv the French and Indians supposed to be in number about 400 and after a bloody action three & a
half hours our troops yvielded ground for want of efficers to rally the men as most of them were either
killed or wounded by thal time as to the particulars no certainty yet we lost all our provisions
Artillary Stores and Baggage of every kind. and by much the greatest part of our Officers and at least
half the whole number of men was carried to field...and what makes a greater addition to our loss
our Famous General Braddock was shot thro the arm and body mounting his fifth horse. The detach-
ment of light Horse that attended him out of twenty nine had twenty five filled.

We are informed the French and Indians were not in number above 400 whose method of fiting were
sticking on every side behind the logs and bushes and by aying a train of powder and setting it on fire
our troops kept firing at the smoak till the were half killed and not knowing what they fired at and the
Indians firing from every side drop'd them like Bees.

It is reported that Washington a Virginian who was our late General in our expadition last year
rode up to General Braddock and advised him to breack his men and take the Indian methed of
fiting behind the bushes but he refised so by that means lost the battle...

Washington last year with three hundred men was attacted by Nine hundred and by his good
noshons of there ways Kill’s upwards of three hundred of theirs with the loss of Seventy Kill'd and

wounded and when a parley was called out for by the French he had the better of the Bartle
notwithstanding there numbers”™




BRITISH AMERICA
FORT CUMBERLAND , NOVA SCOTIA.
FRENCH & INDIAN WAR 1755/1763.

The following letter is addressed to THOMAS HANCOCK at Boston.He was the uncle of
the famous JOHN HANCOCK of the American Revolution and a wealthy merchant who was
an agent for the British government.It was written by Demetrius James,Lt.Col.of
the 43rd regiment and may have been commandant of the fort at the time.

"Fort Cumberland 18th July 1758"
Sir This goes by Captain Noble,vho I most sincerely wish may arrive safe at
Boston:as we are Extremely anxious, as well on Acount of Mr Huston & an officer
of the 43rd Regimt. as his Own,about the Fate of Dogget [ John,an officer Jwho sail-
ed from hence about ten days & must have good luck if he has not fallen into ye
Enemys hands since two men of the 43rd Regiment,two Rangers,one of Captain Danks's
[Benoin] the other a Sargeant of Gorhams [ Joseph,Lt.Col.Rangers] . Company & one
sailor belonging to Arbuckle who Escaped to us two days since from Mirimski,[ New
Brunswick ] where they had been for Some time prisoners,informing us that there's
a Privateer Crusing off Mount Desart yt has lately taken Grows and Winnits Sloops,
the first laden with Lime for this Garrison, the other Either bound for or return-
ing from Annapolis Royal [Nova Scotia].I acquainted you by Dogget,who had my drau-
ght on you in his Own favour for £1050 of this currency on the province amount
that Captain Danks with his Rangers had brought us in the 4th instant nine stout
male prisoners alive,with one scalp from Petgnecheck [a location ?],had drownd &
destroyd as many more,taken 19 Stands of Arms and done the Enemy = great deal of
Other damage.I at the Same time troubled yon with some letters for my Friends in
Europe,and others on his Majestys Service,which if they have been Lucky Enough to
Escape this damnd privateer,I am persuaded you will be so good as to forward as
usual.Lieut Meech with 30 Rangers in 3 Whale Boats went off this mornings tide for
Piz[iguid,now Windsor,N.S.] from whence he is to proceed with all possible Exped-
ition to Halifax [overland],to inform the Genel[Jeffery Amherst] of the Intellig-
ence brought us by our people fromMirimiski: about 8 or so days hence - We expect
his return with good news from Louisbourg [ SEE note below].With this I send you
t¥o letters on his Majestys Service: one for Major Elliot[Robert] and the other
for L.t Dunbar.I shall be always Sensible of the favours you are so kind as to Con-
fer onme & am Sir your Obliged and obedt humble Servt Dem James B}
To Thomas Hancock Esg” sl e I .
| ol LEPFE, A IEPPEALT,
 TEEZZEZEEESEEEESRES SRS R R R R RS R
Lt .Meech and the 3 vhale boats sajiled from Ft.Cumberland into the Bay of Fundy to
Windsor,N.S. as per the RED LINEon the map below.Thence overland to Halifax.The
"good news" they expected was the surrender of Louisbourg by the French to the
British fleet 8 days before this letter was written - July 18,1758.
Ft.Cumberland was located near Amherst,N.S. and Louisbourg was on Cape Breton
Island,which is the eastern part of Nova Scotia not shown on map.
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Sir William Edward Parry,1790-1855,British Arctic explorer
and Rear Admiral.He entered the Royal Navy in 1803 at the age
of 13 and served during the Napoleonic Wars.His claim to fame
was on three voyages in the Canadian Arctic in search of the
Northwest Passage,1819/1820, 1821/1823 and 182_4/1825- It was
on this last voyage that he wrote the letter wlule_his ships,
HMS HECLA and FURY were lying in Davis Strait off Disco Is land,
west coast of Greenland.On a previous voyage,Parry had learn-
ed from some Inuit Indians that there was a strait west of Lan-
caster Sound that lead to the Arctic Ocean,which turned out to
be Melville Strait and McClure Strait.But,he only got as far
as Melville Island when he became blocked by the ice and the
FURY was damaged and had to be abandoned.Taking thé crew and
what he could stow from the FURY he sailed back tocEngland.SEE
map above for route of the Northwest Passage . Parry made one
more voyage in 1827 from Spitzbergen to reach the North Pole, William Edward Parry
but failed.wWilliam Edward Parry died July 8/9/ 1855.

Arctic Exploration and the Search for the Northwest
Passage in the First Half of the Nineteenth Century .

Wh.E.Parry writes to his friend,Judge Wilkins in Nova Scotia, under dateline of
"H.M.Ship,Hecla/Davis Strait [July 1824]"...You will have heard, I doubt not,of
most of my public proceedings since I was in Nova Scotia,they have not beenalto-
gether successful, thank God,and yet we have not you will say,made any great show
in the Geography of the Northern Regions,for the length of time we have been about
it.With respect to our main object,the history of a navigable passage between the
Atlantic & Pacific oceans to the North of the American Continent,we can only as
yet be said to have discovered where it is not , which is at least something done;
for the pioneering must be done by somebody,and had we left of f attempting it at
this stage of the business, somebody else, perhaps of another nation,might have
stepped in to reap the fruits of our labour and experienced what our absence of
success now is,it isdifficult to say,for the navigation of these seas is altoge-
ther of too precarious a nature to found any calculation upon,butI confess that I
am more than usually sanguine,and I can only promise that the Enterprise shall
not beabandoned wvhile a hope appears to remain of ultimate and complete success.
Our present attempt is to be by vay of Lancaster Sound and Prince Regents Inlet,
from wvhich latter place ve hope to penetrate the ice to that part of the Coast of
America on wvhich Franklin [Sir John] performed his late navigation on...,Arran-
gements have been made for a ship to come round to Bhering's Strait [Alaska] to

meet us with provisions,in case of our succeeding,and reguiring a supply to take
US ONWRLA v rrracposs™
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CAPT.PARRY 'S ROUTE IN H.-M.SHIPS HECLA AND FORY IN 1824-25.
« PARRY'S ROUTE.s EELTEF SHIPS ROUTE ?I!.I_'_'IB STRAIT.
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This letter was carriad
from the Canadian Arctic
by the supply ship retur-
ning to Englangd in July
1824.1t was forwarded by
C.Martyr vho endorsed it
“forwarded by C.Martyr
¥ho hopes he is not alto-
aether forgotten by his
friends in N.S.[ Nova
Scotiaj" and placed it
in the mails in London.
It was marked with a red
"T.P.Greenwich" two-
penny post marking, 2+
pence rate handstamp and
August 9 1824 datestamp
of the London West dist—
rict.The letter was sent
on the Falmouth packet
Princess Zlizabeth which
departaed Falmouth on
August 16 and arrived at
Halifax or September?]
1BZ4.The cover was rated
for packet postage of
2sh 7d sterling or 2sh 74
currency and postmarked
at Halifax before being
re~directed to Windsor.




John Franklin's 1845 expedition
to find the northwest passage
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Sir John Franklin (1786-1847) was an English explorer and British Rear 4dmiral who proved the
existence of a Northwest Passage (a water route from the Atlantic Ocean 1o the Pacific Ocean
through Canada). In 1819 to 1822, Franklin surveyved part of the northwestern Canadian coasr east
of the Coppermine River. On a second expedition, from 1825 to 1827, Franklin explored the North
American coast from the mouth of the Mackenzie River, in northwestern Canada, westward to Point
Beechey (Alaska). In 18435, the third and final expedition in which he lost his life. Franklin sailed
from England with two ships and 128 men to Canada in search of a Northwest Passage. All members
of the expedition perished when both ships became trapped in ice, The last sighting occured on July
26, 1843 by whaling ships, which did not take any letters, but later filed an official report.




MAP of the route of the
Franklin Expedition.
RED line is route from
England to Davis Strait
and Whale Fish Island.-
BLUE line is route to
BEECHEY ISLAND via Lan-
caster Sound,near S-W
corner of N.Devon Isl—
and.See insets of map.
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A letter dated "July 8,18B45 at Whale Fish Island™ in Davis Strait,between
Baffin Island and Greeland to England,carried by favour from Wm.Rhodes,a
seaman on H.M.S.Terror on Franklin's last voyage of exploration to the
Arctic.The expedition sailed from England the latter part of May and at
Whale Fish Island the supply vessel Barretto Junior transferred her cargo
to the Terror and the Erebus.The supply ship returned to England with a
packet of letters from Franklin and the crew.This was the last communica-
tion from the expedition.Very few letters are in private hands from this
expedition.Rohdes' letter is simply addressed “Miss Kate Shingleton”.

Lt e, EN L8

AN OUTSTANDING LETTER FROM SIR JOHN FRANKLIN'S LAST VOYAGE OF EXPLORATION.

The letter was written at Whale Fish Island in the Davis Strait which is located between Baffin Island
and Greenland. The writer, William Rhodes, was a petty officer on the HM.S. "Terror” during Sir
John Franklin's last voyage of exploration. The letter was carried privately by the returning supply
vessel which had transferred her cargo to the “Terror” and "Erebus . The supply ship returned to
England with a packet of letters from Franklin and the crew. This was the last communication from
the expedition. The letter reads in part, “We arrived off these islands last Wednesday but did not get
into the harbour until Friday morning for we could not find the harbour... We have had a very rough
passage out... We are going o discharge the transport in this harbour and then she leaves us and
makes her wav home. We have fust got half of our way or thar is to say half as far as we shall be able
to get this summer. We have had lots of broken ice with some very large burgs such as a mile round...
I think vou will not hear from me any more until we arrive home... P.S. We are all very happy in the
ship. We have good officers in her and that makes us comforiable. After we have cleared the trans-
port we have 3 years stock in store”’.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

American Revolution

SUPERB HISTORICAL RICHARD HENRY LEE WARTIME ALS TO FELLOW SIGNER
WILLIAM WHIPPLE CONCERNING THE DAY AND NIGHT ATTACKS STILL BEING
MADE BY PRIVATEERS SANCTIONED BY BRITAIN EVEN AFTER THE CAPITU-
LATION AT YORKTOWM. HE MENTIONS THE DISPLAY OF VALOR BY THE
TOWNSMEN OF FELLOW SIGNER SAMUEL ADAMS IN REPULSING SUCH AN ATTACK

LEE, RICHARD HEMRY. Signer of the Declaration of Independence. Autograph
Letter Signed, 3 pages, 4to, Chantilly in VWirginia, July 17, 1782, to fellow
Signer William Whipple in New Hampshire. "Judging of your heart by my own, I
cannot suppose that either of us will conceive ourselves neglected by an inter-
rupted correspondence in the present state of things. It must certainly be
some other cause than neglect which can produce such an effect between two
persons whose friendship is, founded on virture tried in severest times. For my
part, 1 must cease to 1ive before I cease to love those proud patriots with
whom I toiled in the wineyard of American Liberty...We have indeed, as you
observe, suffered our part of the calamities of war, and I wish it may furnish
us with the best kind of improvement which is learnt in the schoal of adversity.
You may see by the published resolves of our Assembly that the last arrived
delusion at New York is not Tikely to make a greater impression here than the
old anes had done. [ fear that our enemies have not yet drank deep enough of
cup of misfortune to produce in their minds a serigus desire of peace upon
henorable and admissable terms, and no doubt the affair of the 12th of April
in the W. Indies will serve to foster that spirit of pride and domination which
cannot fail to bring G. Britain low indeed. The capitulation of York has freed
us from much oppression, but we continue to be infested with privateers and
strong barges that much injure our bay and river vessels, and pester our shores
extremely with night robberies and day surprises. These crews are made up of
refugees, negroes and such as fly from civil justice, who under the sanction of
British commissions are warring upon women and children, stealing clothes and
negroes and committing every outrage that chance can furnish them with an
opportunity of perpetrating. Thus the worst passions of human nature are let
loose to thrive under the patronage of George the third, defender of the faith
truly! Two of these barges with 60 or 70 men stole unperceived the other night
upon a Boston brig, loaded out with flower from Alexandria, and near the mouth
of the river Potomac, The brig had 18 men only, and found the pirates under
their guns before they knew of their approach. A severe contest insued, in
which the brave Bostonians contended with spears and cannonball thrown with
their hands into the piratfcal vessels. It ended in repulsing the pirates
with their loss a few more than JO killed & wounded, The captain and mate of
the brig were wounded and only one sailor killed. When you write to our good
friend, 5. Adams esg. congratulate him on the display of valor by his brave
townsmen. . .Doctor Lee is at Congress, and I hope he will corr-{espond] with
you. God bless you, farewell. Richard Henry Lee."

The affair of the 12th of April in the West Indies was
capture of the French forces under Comte De Grasse by
British Admiral G.B.Rodney,which shocked the Americans.
The S.Adams mentioned above is Samuel Adams,also a sig-
ner.The Dr.Lee referred to is Dr.Arthur Lee a delegate

td the Montinental Congress from Virainia 1781-84

Richard Henry Lee,1732-1794,playved an important part in
the movement for Independence from Great Britan.It was

Lee who made the motion on June 7,1776: "That these

united Colonies are,and of right ought to be,free and
independent States;that they are absolved from all all-

egiance to the British crown;and that all political

connection between them and the State of Great Britain

is,and ought to be ,totally disselved."
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BARBARY PIRATE WARS
ALGERIA 1815

"United States Consolate
Tunis Janoary 17th 1815~

Sir On the 15th inst the private armed Schooner Abaellino Capta in Wier of
Six guns and Seventy Six men anchored in this Bay in twenty nine days from
Boston - bringing papers to the 13th December.From the Captain I have learnt
thut sevaral other vessels destined to cruise against the commerce of the
enemy were about entering the strieghts [of Gibraltar] and as the Ports of
France Spain & Italy were closed against their prises their object was to
send them in to such Ports in Barbary [States] friendly to the United States,

The Abaellino had captured under Cape de Gar [Spain] the English Schoaner
Nancy from Liverpool bound to Sicily with a valuable cargo of dry goods and
had ordered her for this Port.She has not however arrived.

In order to ascertain the disposition 6f this Government 11‘1 permitting Eng-
lish prises tabe brought in and sold T had an audience with the first Minis-
ter and the Minister of Marines.In reply to my ingquires I was told that Eng-
lish Prises may be brought in and safaly ﬂepcslted in the Canail under the
protection of their Guns but they could not give any a assurance that they
might be sold stating however that the United States should be placed on
the same footing as was prescribed for France.

Refering to the measures adopted towards that Government I found that
French Privateers were allowed to bring in and sell prises until the English
Government in. making a strong remonstrance against such steps effected an
arrangement by which French Privateers were prohibited from bringing and
disposing of their prises.I have however reason to believe that this arrang-
ement contemplated and specified French Privateers only and which circum-
stance will give to American Cruisers an opportunity of bringing in and
safely depositing their prises until the British Govt authorise and empower
their agent to exclude the Americans likewise. This arrangzment if made
will take time to effect in the meanwhile no impediment exists to prises
being brought intoc any Port in this Kingdom.

T hasten to acquaint you with this circumstance as the information may be
useful and I have to request that you will do me the honor in the next advises
to Government to apprise themof it.

There are very few British Vessels ol War at present in the Mediterranean
and the English commerce in these watars is extensive and valuable every pro-
tection will be given to public and private armed vessels of the United
States arriving in this Port and its neutrality will not be violated with
impunity.

I am informed by the Commander of the Abaellino that the private armed
Brig the Warrior had captured near Gibraltar an English Brig of War and two
ships under her convoy"

M.M.Noah

i Pt 2
,-.f-_:g" / ./’” wr

His Excellency/ W.H-Crawford"®
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"JOHN ADAMS PHILADELPHIA OCT 7.,1774

en by Jo El&am},

".-The wretched vapouring of your Toris who are the worst enemies of mankind
that ever disgracad the human figure,Head and Heart,are ridiculeus enough -
They arelaughedat by every Man of senss here - Gents here know better the
atate of Britain and Aqerica. -

But T can tell them, for their comfort, that Britain has neither Troops nor
money to angage in a twenty Y2ars War with all North America.

I am assured by several Gentlemen here perfectly acquainted with the British
Army, that the whole seventy Regiments now in being do mot amount to 27,000
men - 12,000 of this must remain in Ireland - Somz are in the Wast Indies -
Som= in Gibralter - Some in Minorca - Some in England and some in America -
It is therefore certain they cannot with their present Army pretend to fight
America at land - To talk of Hanovarians and Hessione! - Will the British
Wation stripped of the Commerce of the Colonies, raiss her Millions by new
Taxes to pay Germans -7- The poor delouded abandoned Toris in Boston.knew
not their Situation. - They are pushing, with all their malice for meas-
ures that if pursued will cost them very dear - *

EhkEkEkEkEEE bttt d Ak A E AT Rd

Apparently the first page of a letter entirely in the hand of John Adams
not signed. In this remarkable fragment of aletter,written 6 months and
12 days before the battle of Lexington/Concord and the beginning of the
American Revolution,Adams writes in detall, the reasons why England can
not win a war in North America.while it's troops are scattered arocund
the world.
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THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE

The history of the Louisiana Purchase is one of the most complex and interesting
periods in the annals of North America. From its discovery by Columbus it was a
continual struggle for conguest by England,France and Spain.Following the
American Revolution the United States emerged as the dominant force in shaping
the geographic and pelitical map of North America. (See map showing the expansion
of the United States from 1776 to the Russian cession of Alaska in 1867).

On April 9,1692, Robert Cavelier de La Salle took possession of Louisiana in the
name of King Louis XIV for France. The city of New Orleans was founded in February
1718 by Sieur de Bienville,who made it the seat of the government of Louisiana.0On
November 3,1762,Louis the XV presented the "country known by the name of Louisiana
as well as New Orleans",as a gift,to Charles III of Spain.

Thirty-eight years later,by the treaty of San Ildefonso on October 1,1800, Spain
retroceded the Colony of Louisiana to France. Napoleon had convinced Charles IV
of Spain,that if France acquired Louisiana again, it would serve as a protection
for Spain's Mexico and Texas. The treaty had heen kept secret because peace had not
been signed with England. Thus Spain continued to occupy and administer Louisiana
for France. Because of the strategic location of New Orleans near the mouth of the
Mississippi River,the Spanish authorities made it difficult for the Americans to
have free access to the Gulf of Mexico.They could seal off the port to all commerce
and navigation on the Mississippi.

By October 1,1801,Napoleon Bonaparte had decided to take possession of Louisiana
and reconguering Santo Domingo and the island of Hispaniola from the blacks.For
this purpose he sent General Leclerc with a large army which failed to take Santo
Domingo.Leclerc died and was succeeded by General Donatien Rochambeau (See Lassaut
to Rochambeau letter Sept.30,1803).By November 1803 the blacks had driven the
French from the island and Rachambeau had surrendered to the British fleet.

As soon as the treaty of Amiens was signed with England in 1802, General Victor[Duke
de Bellune and Marshall of France] was appointed captain-general and Pierre Clement
Laussat colonial prefect of Louisiana. Laussat arrived from France at New Orelans on
March 26,1803 afteravoyage of fifty-eight days to the mouth of the Mississippi. But
before Victor had completed his preparations in Holland, his four ships were impris-
oned in the ice and he was unable to move. Victor never reached New Orleans and the
administration of the colony was left in the hands of Laussatt. The winds of war
were blowing over Europe and the treaty of Amiens was already falling apart and the
United States was negotiating with Napoleon to purchase the port of New Orleans and
the Floridas.

Shortly after his arrival at New Orleans,Laussat began to hear rumors that France
had sold Louisiana to the United States. As late as September 30,1803, he had had no
confirmation of the treaty of Paris on April 30,1B03,vhich ceeded the colony to the
United States. See Laussat to Rachambeau letter) President Jefferson had authorized
Robert R.Livingston to purchase the port of New Orleans and the Floridas . Much to
Livingston's surprise, Napoleon offered them the entire colony of Louisiana includ-
ing New Orleans but excluding the Floridas.The price was $ 14,997,268.96 . In addit-
ion to this must be added the cost of surveying this enormous piece of North America,
which amounted toc $ 8,216,298.75 for a grand total of § 23,213,567.71.

Napoleon Benaparte ratified the treaty of cession to the United States on May
22nd without waiting for ratification by the U.S. On that very same day war broke out
between France and England. Probably the reason for selling Louisiana was the fear
that it might be seized by the English and Napoleon's need for money to continue his
plans to conguer and unite Europe under the flag of France. Napoleon personally pre-
pared the third article of the treaty ,which read,in part,"This accession of territ-
ory strengthens forever the power of the United States ,and I have just given to Eng-
land amaritime rival that will sooner or later humble her pride."

Clement de Laussat represented France when he received Louisiana from Spain on Nov-
ember 30th and then transfered this enormous domain to the United States on December -
20,1803, He had adminstered the colony for France for only tweaty days.
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The letter shown above was written by Robert Barrie, a civilian doctor

attached to the British army in St. Vincent, West Indies. It is datelined

PEN S ACO L A “Camp at Grand Sable, 14th, December, 1777, addressed to his wife at

St Augustine, East Florida, where it arrived April 5, 1773, after a long and

varied journey. The first stage of the journey was probably by an army boat

from St Vincent to Kingstown, Jamaica. Here it entered the mails and was

endorsed “Windward Islands”, rated 4d to Pensacola, West Florida, plus 4d from there to Charles Town, South

Carolina “In all 8d". The straight line postmarks of each post office — JAMAICA — PENSACOLA — CHARLES/

TOWN — were added as the letter passed through. At Charles Town the “In all 84" was scrolled out and rerated

*1/88" (1 shilling 8d ) and forwarded overland to St. Augustine, The 1 shilling was for the last leg of the journeyvia

the overland post road to St. Augustine. A very roundabout way but the British mail packets did not stop at

St. Augustine at that time, It should be noted that the writer endorsed the address sheet "Pr the wayaf Carolina

or Georgia”, In the letter he wrote “Pilot is come Lo tell me the Boat is just going to sail, and the barrel that the

letters ave obliged to be put into headed up,” The “barrel” was towed out to the “Boat” by the natives through the
heavy turf,

The British had acquired the Floridas — East and West — from Spain by the Treaty of Paris in 1763 and then
retroceeded them back to Spain by the Treaty of Versailles in 1783.



Town Markings Hemispheric Mail
North America to the West Indies

1785 (January 28). San Agustin de la Florida to Havana. Unpaid double weight letter charged two silver reales in
Cuba. Sender’s instructions: por primera viu (by first way/avaliable vessel).

Only known postmark from Spanish Florida and earliest reporied town marking from any former Spanish colony
in present day United States territory.
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San Agustin de la Florida 28 de Enero de 1785

Al mas estimado y benerado hermano. Me alegrare que al recibo de esta se haye gozando de una
cabal salud. Como vo ? para mi deseo en compania de i esposa v demas familia, la mia de Dios
(Gracia no es muy buena.

Hermano, no pido menos si no es que tu te has hecho el cargo? de que yo soy muerto por razon
de que he escrito tres cartas y de ninguna de la tres he tenido la mas cor? Contesta hasta el
[illegible] ¥ que no he de estar toda la vida en el paraje en donde estoy y por [illegible] esto es
777 de la Voluntad de Dios todo el mas minimo modo que me han ocupado ¥ me esta compando?
me ha de abonar olvido o cualesquiera que se esta olgando con mi dinero. Al mismo tiempo he
abierto por Un sujeto que me ha eserito una carta que habias cogido quinientos pesos para
sostenerme en el paraje donde estoy. Dios te guarde y te de diez afios de vida y que te proteje?
bien con mi dinero y yo pasando mil trabajos sin haberme mandado lo gue te mande pedir. Mira
hermano que no son diez afos los que tengo que soportar?? sino menos y si 77 fueras hermano
que irias por los tuyos no estuvieran ni tampoco tres afios por que con mil pesos que tu me
mandaras coseguiria la licencia. Esto es antes que yo cumpliera los 257 Afos que dando estos al
Contador me daba mi licencia y me fuera para mi patria, queda con Dios y por una el
contestacion de este tu infeliz hermano.

Francisco Arjona.

San Agustin de la Florida 28 January 1785

To the most esteemed and venerated brother. [ shall be happy if upon the receipt of this letter you
are enjoying good health. It is my wish that you are in the company of your wife and family. My
own [health?]. by the Grace of God. is not very good.

Brother, I only wonder if you have thought that I died because I have written three letiers and
have not had a reply to any of them. I do not plan to spend the rest of my life in this place. or is it
God’s Will that I remain here forgotten while others are enjoying my money? At the same time [
have heard from an individual who has written to me that you had taken five hundred pesos to
support me in this place. May God guard vou and protect you. and give you ten more vears of
life. while you have my money and [ am having a very hard time because you haven’t sent me
what I asked for. Look brother. it is not ten years that I have to endure here but less, and if you
were a brother that looks after his own kin it wouldn’t even be three vears, because if you send
me a thousand pesos [ could obtain my ficense [permit to leave or discharge papers]. This is
before [ turn 77 years old, and by giving it to the Contador [accountant] he would give me a
license to leave for my country. Remaining with God and waiting for an answer to this vou
unhappy brother,

Francisco Arjona.

Note: This is not a literal translation. The original is written in old Spanish and there are several
missing and illegible words. This is my interpretation of the essential meaning of the leiter.
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BALIZE, TERRITORY OF ORLEANS This was the isolated abode of the river Pilots located in
the southeast pass of the mouth of the Mississippi River. Situated in a boundless swamp with

no firm land in sight. Here the ships, going up the river to the port of New Orleans, would take
on a Pilot.

The post office was established in the third quarter of 1807 and before September 1 3th of
that year. It was discontinued in 1818 or 1819 and then re-established on September 21, 1854,
The Post Office Department carried it on the books until it was finally closed on June 22, 1866,
The town Is no longer in existence.

The folded letter shown above was written onboard the ship Bathe which was laying at
anchor near the pilot town of Balize on November 7, 1807,




THE WESTERN MAILS

SPANISH WEST FLORIDA 1805

Historic letter written from Bayou Sarah,West Florida,July 1st,1805
by David Bradford,to his friend David Redick.He states that he has
been in New Orleans for several months and that "I was admitted
without hesitation or difficulty in the Superior Court of the Tery.
of Orleans & prospects opened flattering enough",but he had then
been laid up with Disentary.He had planed to move his family to New
Orleans but"The Yellow fever which annualy has visited that place
forbade an idea of that kind.I only meant to spend a few months to
become familiar with the modes of practice under their new laws &
mode of Government - Until it should become embraced in the Bosom
of the Union[U,S,].We have not here learnt one word respecting the
result of Mr.Munroes Embassy.Whether the Spaniards to give up peace-
ably & quietly as far East as the River Perdido which appears to me
to be the Point to which that Nation[Spain]Jought to uncede without
altercation under the terms of the treaty of St.Eldefondso - The
words of said Treaty keing - "And as was formerly held by the French'
-~ It is established & known that the French held to that River form-
erly.l have seen all that has been said in public prints on this
subject - Vouchers & documents.Much chaff has been offered to the
public;but the truth is,as I can gather it that the U.S.from their
[purchase of Louisianz from France]are entitled to claim & insist on
a right as far as the Perdido.[Spain claimed West Florida to the
Mississippi River and the U.S.claimed the land south of the 31st
paralell and west of the Perdido River to the Mississippl as part of
the Louisiana Purchase.This was solved when Spain gave up her claims
to the Floridas by cession to the U.S5.Feb.22,1819]. ‘I persume Mr.
Monroe[President James] has been influenced to purchase East Florida
that the U.S.[may have no claims]to obstruct Post Roads & other
communications in the Body of the U.S..In the strip where I 1live I
see great inconviniencies; - true the Post passes but it may be
obstructed at any moment the Spanish Govt.may say you shall not pass
-S5hould this take place all communication by land is cut off betveen
the Seat of Govt,& New Orleans & in short every part of the U.S5.It
is all important to the U.S. to have at least Baton Rouge District
to preserve an uninterrupted Passage from N.Orleans into the interior
of that Govt.- It may be said the U.S.can pass their mail on the
South side of the Mississippi - true they can:;but attended with great
difficulty & expence as well as delay.Those can only be acquainted
who know the country.I am anxiously alive to hear the result of
Monroes Embassy.......In Orleans Politics ran pretty high.Democrat
arranges himself against aristocrat & all seem to be in a fog - they
know not what they are sgabbling about.Tho.Jefferson is a God & a
Devil....Let the afore going suffice for Polities......."

SPAIN had claimed and occupied Florida from 1513 to 1763,when she
ceded it to England by the Treaty of Paris.The British then divided
Florida into East and West Florida with the Apalachicola River the
mutual boundary.Then at the Treaty of Paris in 1783,following the
American Revolution,the Floridas were returned to Spain.Finally.
following the War of 1812,Spain dropped her claims to West Florida
and ceded East Florida to the United States on Feb.22,1819 - thus
uniting the Floridas under the stars and stripes.
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FORT ADAMS was established about 1798 and the post office about
1802.It was located at the Loftus Heights,on the east side of
the Mississippi River,in the S.W. corner of the Mississippi
Territory. The cover above bears the earliest postmark dated
September 21,1B803.The cover below criginated at Bayou Sarah in
what was then Spanish West Florida on July 1st,1B05.It was
carried via the Post Road to Fort Adams and thence via the
Natchez Trace to Washington.It bears the type I postmark.SEE map
above for location and opposite page for the historical content
of the letter.
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YNDIAS

Sotmish Awerla

Louiskna was i colony of Spain from 1762 until 1800 when France acquired it by the secret treaty of San
Hdefonso. Because of the nature of this treaty Spain continued Lo administer the colony until just twenty
dmmmhmpumhmwmums:nmmnmwm, 1803. The cover shown above was used
during the Spanish period and is the earliest handstamped postmark in private hands from the Trans-
Mississippi West. It is dated at New Orleans on the 19th of April, 1780. The YNDIAS is Spanish for Indias
Occidentales, meaning West Indies. g

meﬂwwnbehwuﬂnueduﬂew(hkmsmhﬁuwl&lﬁ[uﬂmwrﬂm?mihm
The postmark ISLAS DE BARLOVENTO was applied in Spain indicating that it came from the West Indies.
Baoth covers are from memmﬂupnndmceuddruudmﬂmdmx,MMmmmlmmud
16 and 24 are the postal charges in Spanish reales.

ISLAS DE
BARLOVENTO




Bl

Iﬁrt Dﬁriﬂ,
Bordeaux. .New Orleamns, January 18,1791.

Sir and friend,

You must have received the letter which I wrote you in
duplicate, datea the oth of this month, which informed you of my -
misfortune: since that time I have been a prisoner and do not
know when I will be liberated. However, I hope that through
the attention you will give this matter, I will soon recover
it [my 1iverty) .

I repeat, my dear friend, do not be disheartened, and use
all your Iriends and mine: make all possible sacrifices; I wrote
t0 lessrs. V. &nd P. French and nephews to essist you with their
advice, and to loan you as much as 200 louis if you need it: for
that purpose, 1 came bo an agreement with Iir. Kennedy. liessrs.
Thomas and Gillette will help you as much s they can.

You have seen, from my two letters, the menner in which you
must work in order to arrange this affair as promptly as possible.
Please do not neglect anything.

Please show these flattera} which I have written you, to our
friend Picart.

Business




lir. Durin
Eordesux New Orleans, April 19, 1790

liy deer Durin,

The only motive for this letter is to confirm the quantity
of three thousand Lkiiag,?j of indigo, amounting to 13125,
(tournois )’

I will send you, &t ithe next opportunity, bthe bill of lading,
the packages of merchandise which I have already loaded, snd must
load on beoard the vessel, the FNeptune; Captain, G. Lewrance;
destination, Bordeaux.

Sincerely yours,
iy dear Durin

Your friend
Al e _\-TI’E.J.Bh

P.5. We plen to leave, at the latest, at the end of the month.

P.S5. Pleazse convey my respecis o lessrs. W% and P. French and
Hephews; and inform them that lir. Kennedy hes not yet disposed
of half of +this merchendise and, in consequence, has nolb dis-
charged his debt Ho Mr. Demarigny; we are in the same situation;

I 8till have slot from our private venlture.

*This is a particular kind of louis.
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4 July 31, 199¢ <puR)
Leo H,m};/ oot THe Moo -
Four Cardinal Ln. VNARKED SemMIeuinsS.
St. Paul, MN 55127 i’h-*‘m?‘? you JL:_»LL_.L-‘A

claar Woun W ate *—f‘f’z

Dear Leo: ’XO\M

It was very nice ta]king to you yﬂs‘ﬂ'dly I am mloshlg e L i
and from Spanish New Orleans that 1 have compiled over the last several years. 1 have
photos or copies of every item. The Spanish period, from the standpoint of postal history,
starts in 1766 when the first postal system was established, and goes on to 1805, when the
mail service finally ended. As per our discussion, I will gladly share my information with

‘ you but since I'm working on a book on the same subject, 1 want to publish most of this
information in my book and not as separate articles. T hope you understand my situation,

You mentioned in your letter that the oval marking from New Orleans is mostly

known on maritime shipping documents. These documents are ship registers that were

\ treated as regular correspondence during that period and should be considered as mail. 1

am including an article on the subject that I wrote a couple of years ago explaining
everything with much more detail.

Just a few comments about the photocopies that you sent me. Guerra-Aguiar
article is interesting but it has several errors. First, the date of the cover addressed to
Santiago de Cuba is very likely 1793 and not 1783 as widely reported, since Juan Bautista
Vaillant, the Governor of Santiago and addressee, was not there until about 1790.
Second, the Galga and Liebre were but two of the dozens of mail ships used in the
Havana-New Orleans run over almost four decades. The first one was the Postillon de La
Habana that started operating in 1766. It was purchased by José Antonio de Armona, the
Postmaster of Havana, for 1,500 pesos. Regarding Mr. Floyd Risvold's two spectacular
covers, that I've been very familiar with for several years now, I would like to make the
following observations (T hope I don't sound too pedantic but I 2m a little compulsive with
details). The circular *"NUEVA ORLEANS" marking, which is unique as far as 1 know,
was made in Havana in 1766 by Blas de Olivos. New Orleans and the Isle d'Orleans,
technically speaking, are on the eastern bank of the Mississippi and not on the "West" as
stated by Mr. Risvold. In any case I have a 1784 cover with and YNDIAS handstamp
applied in New Orleans so his letter is not the earliest. Also, the Spanish concept of
"Yndias" included the entire New World and not just the West Indies. In fact, most of the
YNDIAS markings from the 18th century appear on letters to and from the Continental
Americas. On his second cover, that type of 1SLAS DE BARLOVENTO handstamp was
used exclusively at Cadiz in southwestern Spain, The manuscript postal markings are not
on reales but on sous (previously known as sols) applied in France. Sixteen sous was the
single weight rate from most places in Spain 1o Bordeaux. The rate of 24 however, is




Floyd,

Leo J. Harris
Four Cardinal Lane
St. Paul, Minnesota 55127
Telephone & FAX (651) 483-4692

EMAIL: Pogopres@minn. net
January 23, 2004

What follows is the translation of pertinent paris of the first two paragraphs in the
right-hand column of page 21, of ACADEMVS:

“The first mark with the legend "NUEVA / ORLEANS was a round bronze
handstamp made in Havana by Blas de Olivos during April of 1766, for
which he received payment of ten silver pesos. The receipt [from Olivos]
which remained in the hands of Postmaster Badan has fortunately
survived until our days. This expenditure was also documented in the
accounting which Badan [the first New Orleans postmaster] prepared on
July 29, 1766, shortly after his arrival in New Orleans.

The first and only example known of this mark appears on a cover from
New Orleans to Bordeaux, sent April 19, 1790, in combination with the
handstamped mark YNDIAS. We wonder why this mark has not been
reported until amost a quarter of a century after its manufacture. There
exists a cover which left New Orleans in 1784, but this only has the mark
YNDIAS. In general the use of all of these markings during the eighteenth
century was a bit irregular.”

Cheers!
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larine
Colony of
Louisiana

Mew Orleens, Frimaire 17, year 12
(December 10, 1803)

The Coluonlzal Prefect ef-hevisiess, (ommandant of
the French Government.

To lr. Duparc, Commandant of the Pointe Coupée

I am enclosing, 3ir, the order which I have issued concerning
the taking of possession of the French Wepublie of Loulsienz in
your district.

I rezched an agreement on it, in zdvance, with the commissaries
of 3. i« 0. 580 that it was issued by tneir office, dated the 12th
of Frimaire (Deceumber 4, 1803).

$ir, please comply with it end confirm receipt|of this order].

T am sending you several copies oI wmy proclamation and some
of my principel orders concerning this situation.

If aunything should come up in your territory, which is worth
the trouble, please hesten o give me an account of it.

If, in this packet, there are some other things Ior the
comnendents of the Upper-Posts, it is in the hope that you will
forwarda it to them: I charge you with it, I commeanc it of you
for I count on this to redouble zeal Tor pesce and good order.

Conbtinue to justify the public confidance wilch you enjoy.

Yours truly,

Laussat

FRENCH LOUISIANA

Historic letter signed by Napoleon's official representative, Pierre Clement Laussat, just ten days after Spain
had retroceded Louisiana to France, and ten days before the formal transfer to the United States. In the
letter Laussat advises the Commandant at Point Coupee of Spain's formal transfer to France and encloses

copies of his proclamation and “principle orders concerning this situation” — the forthcoming transfer to
the United States.
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New Orleans, September 30, 1803

The Colonial Prefect of Louisiana, to General Rochambeau, General
in chief and Captain-General of the island of Santa Domingo at
Cape France.

My letter, included herein, General, dates from August 19 [1803].
On that day an excellent occasion arose to write to the Minister
of the Navy and the colonies, and I was quite pleased to take the
opportunity to inform him immediately of my response to your
request.

Despite my orders and the pains I took, the cutter, the Terror,
bearer of your dispatches, was very much delayed in setting out
again -- on account of making repairs, taking on provisions
[etec.], without which, he maintained, he wouldn’t be able to put
out to sea again. This extraordinary delay made me hope that
during the interval I would receive news from France that would
favor your views.

I even put off setting sail for two days to see if the courier
from the northern part of America, which arrives here, overland,
every Thursday, might not still bring me a packet [or--some mail]
yesterday: nothing came for me.

In the meantime, I‘ve learned with a great deal of probability,
of the cession of Louisiana to the United States, but up until
now I have neither orders, nor instructions, nor official advice
of any kind.

If the cutter could have been loaded with flour, as I proposed to
him, I would have taken it upon myself to send you some: he told
me it couldn’t be done.

In the event that the Government authorises me to use my
resources to come to your assistance, I would try at once to
combine the livliest and most eager zeal with the necessary
prudence; these resources, I must tell you, General, are fewer
than you would think.

I do not doubt that from now on, my stay in this country will be
very short.

I have had to complain excessively of Cen Candon, Lieutenant of
the ship, commander of the cutter, the Terror; this officer, with
some ridiculous claims, has shown the most scandalous
insubordination and the worst manners toward me. If I had been
in a less precarious position of authority, I would have been
forced by his behavior to deal severely with him, since he did
force me to report his conduct to the Government. I hear,
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moreover, that he remains here, and, that [on his own authority?
-- or —— acting on his own authority?] he has passed the command
of his ship to his second, Cen Collinet, Ensign of an
unmaintained [or -- out of service?] vessel. This step,
envisaged [-- or -- foreseen?] in all his relations [actions?
reports?], completes the description of Cen Candon.

At the same time, I render this justice to Cen Collinet: he
appears to me to be worth a good deal more than Candon.
I have the honor to salute you.

Laussat"

@gcfszaéw, Cappifliime Irirnls &
J Cyz'- (g -bﬁ?r.mm'/vm...o

SEAL OF THE MARINE

COLONY OF LOUISIANA :
ON REVERSE OF LETTER. /- Gpr¢ iz

ADDRESS PANEL - NO POSTMARKS

PROLOGUE TO HISTORY. SEE translation of Laussat's letter to Genl.Rachambeau comman=-
ding at Santo Domingo. Apparently Rachambeau is in urgent need of flour - provisions
and military assistance. Laussat is looking for news from the northern part of America.
Probably from the French ambassador at Washington regarding the rumor that Louisiana
has been sold to the United States.Also news to that effect from France. Laussat tells
Rachambeau that his "resources are fewer than you would think" - that there is no large

— force that can come to his assistance.

[SIFE IR LT
(Cloasat iy Frwmez

Wera Coun

wER1CO Comat)

REGION %g;ﬁp" " Laussat is presently in a "precarious

)

position of authority". Genl.Victor,
who was to command,had not shown up
A with his troops and never did. Laussat

. W, has no orders covering that situation
4 Tl and no additional authority. He does not
i ol know that the treaty ceeding Louisiana
D 4 et to the United States had been signed at
1:}6"" . s Paris on April ?Dth.just five months
“T*.'ﬁ'-"f::zﬁ.:nj% -é;*f’“’ previous to this letter of Sept.30,1803.

. {"?E@ Genl.Donatien Rochambeau was the son of

3"::‘“ Genl.Jean Baptiste Donatien de Vimeur
?_“ Rachambeau,vwho had commanded the French
army,that fought with Geo.Washington
in Americas war for Independence.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

N Orleans#Jun 16

AMERICAN
LOUISIANA

On December 20, 1803
the French flag came
down and the largest
real estate transaction
in American history
was concluded.

“The American flag
stuck halficay up the
pole, then reached the
top, and a small crowd
of Americans cheered it
uncouthly. It signified
that a real-estale
transaction of incaleu-
lable value had been
oompleted, that the
French Empire would
never return to North
America, and that one
of the most momentous
events in history had
occurred.

Cover shown was
used June 16, 1804 just
about six months after
what has become
known to history as
The Louisiana
Purchase.
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Bey of Alglers bhan teken in pur bDehelf,..he hevine Invaded thet Terri-
sory ®lth the object of cormpelling the Sery to meke Fezee with usg,--
foz which he k=g sponteneounsly offered o sdvance ithe money Tron
his own Treasury —-snd which he iy Gefermined o gusrenteed, &s he
hea done that with Tripoli. VWhaet stringe chenges heppen in §
world, .,thls game Bey ie thought teo be more Trlendly to the U. 5,
2%t pregent, than to perhaps to any other Christlan nation wheiso—
ever!

¥e have mothing new here, except ibe partial seilon thet

L imesn

heppened on Tuesday lzst, near Cape ST, ,g‘bntueen the Snaniah &nd
English fleets -- in which the latter ceptured four ships of -the
line of the former. The former consisted of 27 Bhips aof the line:

and 10 frigetes—-asnd the latter of 15 sail of the line and b

rrigatea{
¥With very great regard and esteen
I an; my deer Biy,
E Iaur friend and
Humble Bervant
D, BHumphreys
The Honkle

Rufua King, Esq.
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NORTHWEST TERRITORY 1787 — 1803.

Known as the Territory Northwest of the Ohio River.It included
what became part of the Minnesota Territory and the states of
Wisconsin,Michigan,Illinois,,Indiana and most of Ohio, and
ceased to exist Feb.28,1803,vhen Ohio became a state March 1,
1803. Folded letter postmarked Cincinnati 16 Nov.1802Z.
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LOUISIANA/Missouri 1805/1812

Cape Girardeau 20 Jany 1806 - Free/Joseph Ferron/Post Master.
Post Office located in what was then the Louisiana Territory,
thence to Missouri Territory December 7,1812.




UPPER LOUISIANA 1810

ST. LOUISIANA Following the taking of possession of the
Colony of Louisiana from France at New Orleans, Captain Amos Stoddard took
command for the United States at Saint Louis on March 3, 1804. This upper
country was known to the Spaniards as Upper Louisiana. On October 1, 1804, it
became the District of Louisiana and July 4, 1805, the Territory of Louisiana.
The cover shown above was used during this last territorial period on September
19, 1810 although it bears the designation of UP LOUISIANA. St Genevieve
became part of the Missouri Territory on its formation in 1812 Itisrated as a
double letter sheet at 20 cents per sheet for over 300 miles making a total of 40
cents,
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FORT MADISON & ARKANSAS POST.In 1686 the French built a trading post
near the confluence of the Arkansas & Mississippi rivers. By 1751
they had erected a fort about 30 miles up the Arkansas river, which
had to be abandoned because of the ever changing course of the river.
It wvas replaced by a post 6 miles above the mouth of the river in
1856 and named Fort Desha.Then,at the treaty of Paris in 1763,France
ceded Louisiana to Spain.The Spanish renamed it Fort Carlos III. By
1779 they were forced to move up river to the site of the first fort
and built a post ,retaining the same name.In 1791 the inundation of
the river forced them to move a short distance to higher ground and
erect a new post,which they named Fort San Estevan.Then on Dec.20th,
1803 came the biggest change - the LOUISIANA PURCHASE.In January of
1804 the French turned over the post to the United States and Major
George B.Armistead assumed command and renamed the post FORT MADISON
after the Secretary of State.The post was abandened in 1812.Although
it had several names it was commonly referred to as "the post on the
Arkansas" or Arkansas Post.

In the folded letter Major Armistead writes to Frederick Bates, the
Secretary of the Louisiana Territory,at Saint Louis,about relations
with the traders and Indians.SEE opposite page for typescript of the
letter.

7 oty g % o

I P et v ae”
_:?{s--._

/ -'-I S L " . / /! -
OBtE Srre et Fde-ss Csots -

.f}* /.'-_"’f(-d"’ . :
2= J
Pini e s ad P

L~
~L

~

.f x
- : e o '
;?4;;5‘.,£¢Craﬁrs:un.?#ff‘:,if;¢;i*';4gign3
LOUISIANA & MISSISSIPPI

Folded letter above originated at FORT MADISON i1n what was then
the Louisiana Territory.It was probably carried by military
courier to the Chickasaw Agency in the Mississippi Territory.,as
per postmark "Chickesaws Feb 9th 1809",rated 25 cents and for-
warded to St.Louis.A post office was established in 1817 at the
settlement,vwhich grew up near the fort,under the name Arkansas
Post or Arkansas.It was the first post office in what is now the
state of Arkansas.In 1861 Arkansas joined the Confederacy and in
1863 the town was almost destroyed by federal forces and was
never rebuilt.Thus ended Arkansas Post.
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KASKASKIA, INDIANA TERRITORY

KASEASKIA 30 April,1B05,The area was first settled by French from
Canada around 1683.In 1703 the Jesuits brilt a2 mission on the point
of land formed by the confluence of the Kaskaskia and Mississippi
rivers.Out of this grew the village that became the capitol of the
Illinois country while under French rule .In 1763 the area was ceded to
the British and in 1778 was taken by George Rogers Clarke and became
part of the colony of Virginia.

The post office was established January 1,1800 while in the Northwest
Territory which became the Indiana Territory July5,1800.0n March 2,
1809 it became part of the newly formed territory of Illinocis. Cover
was used *“April 30,1805.While in the Indiana Territory.

Eventually the Mississippi River wiped out the original site and
the town was moved to higher ground.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

FORT ARMSTRONG was established in May of 1816 in what was then
the Illinois Territory.Located on the lower end of Rock Island
in the Mississippi River.It was part of a chain of forts from
St.Louis to Fort Snelling to control the Indians and encroach-
ment of British traders from Canada.There was no post office

and mail communication was mostly through St.Louis.The post was
abandoned by the military May 4,1836.It is now the Rock Island

Arsenal.

Folded letter originated at Fort Armstorng September 25,1820 and

was probably carried outside the mails to New York as per post-
mark NEW YORK NOV 16 PAID. Major Morrill Marston,commander of
the post writes to a relative:"..in conseguence of the hostility
of the Winebago Indians two of my men were shot and scalped by them
a short distance from the Fort;they passed out of the garrison with
an axe for the purpose of cutting a gun rod & probably did not discov-
er the Indians until they were fired on. The murderers have been del-
ivered up by the chiefs of their nation,and are now well ironed & in
close confinement at this place,the only cause they assign for their
conduct is,that some of their people were killed by the whites sev-
eral years since....The Indians in the vicinity of the garrison have
always been friendly,it is only the Winebagos...that I have ever
had trouble with...As I have..an opportunity of sending to St.Louis
has offered..." Thus this letter was carried to St.Louis by someone
going that way.Marston died March 9,1831. SEE opposite page



LITTLE ROCK Arkansas was originally in the Louisiana Purchase and became part of the
Missouri Territory in 1812. On July 5, 1819 it became the Arkansas Territory, having been cut
Arkansas became a state on June 14, 1836. The Little Rock Post Office was established April 10,
1820.
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FRAY JUNIPERO SERRA

On March 1, 1931 a statute of Father Serra was placed in the National Hall of
Fame in the Capitol of the United States. A deserved memorial to a pioneer
missionary who ranks with the greatest in American history.

On August 22, 19856 at San Diego, the US. Postal Service will further
commemorate the memory of Junipero Serra with the issuance of a 44 cent Air
Mail stamp.




PADRA FRAY JUNIPERO SERRA

Junipero Serra was born on November 24, 1713 on the Island of
Mallorca, Spain. He was born to Margarita and Antonio Serra, and was
baptized Miguel Jose but took the name Junipero when he finished his
period of probation after entering the Franciscan Crder at Falma in 1730.
He graduated from Lullian University at Palma with a degree of Doctor of
Theology and was ordained a priest. In 1749 he was sent to the Apostolic
College of San Fernando in Mexico City. His first missionary call was
among the Indians of the Sierra Gorda.

On June 25, 1767 by order of His Catholic Majesty, Don Carlos 111, the
Jesuit Order was expatriated from New Spain, as Mexico and the
southwestern part of the United States was then called, and replaced with
the Francisans. Following the expulsion of the Jesuits, Serra was assigned
to a military expedition under Gaspar de Portola, with orders to establisha
chain of missions in Upper California. With the official title of presidentehe
established the mission of San Diego on July i6, 1769. Eventually twenty-
one were founded. During the balance of Father Serra's iabor in the
vineyard of the Lord, he established eight more - San Carlos, San Antonio,
San Gabriel, San Luis Obispo, San Francisco de Assisi, San Juan
Capistrano, Santa Clara, and San Buenaventura.

During his fifteen years in California he baptized thousands of
Indians, established agriculture with an annual harvest of some 30,000
bushels of grain and vegetables and by the time of his death, the cattle
herds were in excess of 30,000 head. This, of course, eventually led to the
establishment of the hide and tallow trade with New England, as well a3
Great Britain. ;

He was a devout and faithful servant of his Church with a boundless
trust in God. Beyond all doubt, he was the best known man in Spanish
California even as he is today. Junipero Serra died suddenly on August 28,
1784 at the mission of San Carlos, near Monterey, where his remains lie
buried before the altar.
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JUNIPERO SERRA RECOMMENDS ESTABLISHMENT OF MAIL ROUTES
AND COMPLETION OF A CHAIN OF MISSIONS IN CALIFORNIA - 1776.

Holograph Letter Signed, 2pp., 4to, Presidio of San Diego, July 30, 1776, to Captain Commandant
Don Fernando de Rivera y Moncada. This important document is devoted entirely to the study
and examination of the convenience and procedures for the establishment of the mail service
in upper California. This manuscript is Father Serra’s answer to a letter from Rivera dated
July 24, 1776. Serra replied that he approves the proposed establishment of a monthly courier
service between old California and Mexico, and also recommends that for the time being a
courier should be sent from the Presidio of San Diego for the frontiers of old California on the
first of each month. Father Serra recommends further, that, in order that the couriers may
sleep in well defended Christian’s pueblos every night, the Presidios of San Diego and Monterey
should be joined by completing a chain of missions 25 leagues apart, to include the unfounded
missions of San Buenaventura and Purisima Concepcion. A foundation document on the postal
history of California.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

“Viva Jhs. May Jph”
*Captain Commandant Don Fernando de Rivera y Moncada:
My dear sir;

1 recelve with much pleasure your letter dated the 24th of this current month with the inserted copy
of the letter of the excellent senor viceroy of 14 February of this same year, regarding the matter of
establishing monthly mail service from these new establishments to those of Old California, and by way
of them to the court of Mexico, because truly, as concerns the missions, if it is feasible, | consider the
measures very useful as His Excellency has indicated. And since the said Senor Excellency has seen fit to
order you to discuss with me the said matter so that once it is resolved, and His Excellency is advised of
the means that we have agreed upon in regard to its feasibility and that thus verbally have worked on
this idea various times, as it corresponds with tiie distances, unpopulated areas, and other difficulties
that would occur in this undertaking Since you propose to me, by writing, the terms in which you have
resolved to inform His Excellency, all things being taken into consideration, it now remains for me to
accompany your opinion, in case His Excellency would like to see my opinion, in writing, as follows:

It seems to me if His Excellency would content himself, for now, that from this Presidio of San Diego,
on the first day of each month, a mail courier would leave for the frontier of old California, whether or
not there are letters from Monterey and San Franclsco in order to hear with frequency, at least, from
these parts, and from farther north would come letters whenever it would be conveniently possible, In
this I do not find any major difficulty since according to practices, it would take, for mail courier, 3or 4
days, except for times of bad weather. But to have to make the trip monthly from the Port or Fort of San
Francisco, | confess, would suffer all the difficulties that you warn about in your letter and have
proposed to me. And certainly in order to remove difficulties of the most weight would serve very much,
or more exactly, the tot.al remedy, to accomplishing one of my quite old desires,

ﬁmdmhﬂummgrm-ndmmm have been that between unkPruldbume
Diego, and that of Monte-Rey, the [unable to make out verb which is the next word | _stopping place of
missions at a distance of 25 leagues from one to another, both for the propagation of the Holy Faith, as
principal purpose, and also for the convenience of travelers, and secure peace with the tribes along the
way. And for that, nothing more is needed, but that once set up the re-establishment of that of San Juan
de Capistrano, that that of San Buenaventura is set up in the sport that from the beginning it was
assigned; and only one more, the Purissima Concepcion, next to the point of this name at the upper
extreme of the channel of Santa Barbara. With only the stated action the mail couriers from MonteRey to
San Diego, could sleep every night in Christian pueblos, and a place of defense, they avoid the
inconveniences of leaving their tired beasts to the whims of the gentiles, with the dangerous chance of
losing them, from being so exposed to some outbreak with the said gentiles who are in such continuous
transits, and there would be gained the most conveniences that easily would be allowed to be planned.
But without the said actions, I fear very much the frequent moving of our people through that little
fortunate, although so desireable channel of Santa Barbara.

In any case, not in the least would I want that my opinion would stand in the way ofthe pleasure and
good wishes of His Excellency, guided by the view of the report of yours, who will determine, as always,
the most correct and conveient way.

May Good keep yvou

Presidio of San Diego July 27, 1776
Fray Junipero Serro”.

Translatlon from the Spanish by Jackie Sund, James Ford Bell Library, University of Minnesota.
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SANTA CATALINA 1826
John Richards writes to his sister in Ipswich,
Mass.:"Island of Cataline Coast of California
Dec 28 1826...We arrived at this Island about
the 25th of last month and have been at this
Isle ever since waiting for orders from the
ship FRANKLIN which arrived about a week ago..
..we shall go in a day or two and that is to a
place called St Diego to get the Supercargo of
the ship (Thomas Shaw) and he will order us
where he chooses for Hides - I have given up
hopes of going to Canton{China)- Our doom is
fixed 1 expect to cruise up and down the coast
of California collecting Hides and fetch them
to this Island and cure them and when we have
got enough to £ill the Brig them start for home
- That name sounds sweel to my ear....We were
about two months from Callo{Peru) to St Diego
On our passage from Callo
to St Diego we had to put
into one of the Gallipagos
Islands for wood - There
we shot from B8 to 10 seals
and got 24 terapin or land §
tortoise - they will live
a year with ovt any kind b
of food and are excellent |
food themselves - very
much like chicken - we have |
a 1/2 a dozen of them now - | $o o=
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Folded letter carried by the ship HARBINGER on its return voyage
around Cape Horn with a cargo of hides for Boston where it was
placed in the post office on "July 5" 1827 and rate "Ship 6",
Note on cover indicates that "Mr Manning of Brigg Harbinper
brought this A.S." A.S. was Capt.Aaron Sweet to whom the letter

ig"in care of".
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MEXICAN CALIFORNIA 1830
Cover above originated at San Diego,July 20,1830 and was
carried up the coast by the Mexican ship LEONOR to Santa
Barabara. The large manuscript 4 was probably the Mexican
charge of 4 reals for postage at Santa Barbara!

HIDE & TALLOW TRADE

American and British ships began trading in cattle hides and
tallow with the California Missions in the 1820's.According
to Bancrofts history of California the trading ship FRANKLIN
and the HARBINGER were trading off the coast of California
in 1826-27. The COURIER,under Captain William Cunningham,
established a trading station on Santa Catalina Island in
the same period. The Brig HARBINGER returned to Boston with
a cargo of hides in 1827 and was not on the coast in 1828,
The COURIER returnad to Bosten in 1828 and is not reported
again, The ships may have belonged to the firm of Bryant &
Sturgis or William Appleton & Co. of Boston. The COURIER may
have belonged to the latter.John Richards, the writer of the
letter, was probably an cfficer or member of the crew of the
COURIER. Thomas Shaw was the "Supercargo" of the ship - the
agent who bought the hides and arranged to have them picked
up by the ship.
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"Wm. Dana Esq. at Sta.Barbara
San Diego 20th July 1830

Dear Sir
I am happy to inform you that I arrived here to day in the ship
Leonor, from Acapilco, Mazatlan and S.Blas, which last place we left on
the 18th. of last month. Nothing particular accured in the passage, we had
generally very light N.W. winds, and we spent 9 days, to come from the
island of Guadalupe. We are including passengers and all about 105 souls on
board, which number has been during the voyage increases by one more,having
Mrs.Fitch been brought to bed of a young boy, off Cape San Lucas,whose name
most likely will be Pacifico Lucas Gripen or some analogeu to the sea,place
and Saints day.
The passengers are
Mr.Padres,his wife,daughter and servt.,and his brother
Rafael Padres
Rafl Gomez judge of this country
J.Jocquin Gomez,employed by the Comisaria
Apgustin Ascona midshipman
Pedro Narvin .
Wm Whiting passenger
Charles Geeoltr "
Andres Pico —
Alfn.Antonio Neito - 2 Coparals, and 14 soldiers,conveying 53 convicts,
mostly labourers and shepherds. By Captain Holmes I returned you some of
the goods you consigned to me last voyage, being unaleable, and by the
present I inclose you the account of sale, of the remaining part of your
goods, whose nette amount of $1089.5 rls (a combination of American dollars
and Spanish reals), I have credited to you.Allthough I could not sell your
hardware, 1 thought to oblige you, in keeping it back at Acapulco, and
charge it to me at your invoice price, however if this should not suit you,
there is nothing lost by it, as I have put it for sale, in a store at
Acapulco, and at my return I can bring it back easily.
I inclose you a list of the goods which I bring in the ship, and as Cap.
Fitch (Henry Delano,SEE NOTE)is proceeding to Sta.Barbara, before he goes
up to Monterey. I leave him order, to discharge some . and deliver it
over to you, for sale. I intend to leave this by land, for which reason I
hope to have the pleasure of seeing you soon.
By this same courier I forward you a letter, which Mr. Reeves gave me for
you at Mexico.
I remain your most sincere and truly
Enrique C.Virmond"
Sk i bk ok Sk ke kdek ik R

The writer,Henry Virmond, was a German merchant trading out of Acapulco and
Mexico City into California. He was the owner of the Mexican ship LEONOR

and had great influence with the Mexican government., Virmond reports on the
voyage up from Acapulco to 5an Diego, giving a list of the passengers and

33 convicts under military escort. Also the birth on board of a baby boy

to the wife of Captain Fitch, The Andreas Pico listed was the brother of

Pio Pico the last Mexican governor of California.Fitch had come to California
from Massachusetts in 1826 and was baptized into the Catholic faith in order
to marry Josefa,the daughter of Don J.Carrilleo of San Diego.Wm,G,Dana, to
whom tha latter is addressed,was tha cousin of Richard Henry Dana Jr, tha
the author of TWO YEARS BEFORE THE MAST.Both Fitch and Virmond used the name
Enrique the Spanish equivalent of. Henry,
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FRANCO ALTA
CALIFORNIA

PAID UFPER CALIFORNIA

MEXICAN CALIFORNIA

MONTEREY,ALTA CALTFORNIA 1834
The cover shown originated at Monterey as docksted on the reverse side
“"Genl,Jose Figuerca Monterey 17 Junio 1834".Tt is addressed to Senor
DLon Fernand Deppe at San Diego.The cover bears the earliest known hand-
stamp markings of California.It was probably carried by military cour-
ier or by one of the coastal trading ships. Ceneral Figueroa was the
governor and commanding general of Alta Celifornia from Jan.l4,1833 to
his death on Sept.29,1835,Fernand Deppe was the supercargo (agent) for
the fleet of ships trading into California from Mexico for Henry
Virmond. SEE letter from Virmond to Dana in this exhibit.

THE PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY,CALIFORNTA 1827
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FRANCO F
VERACRUZ. +/
MEXICAN CALIFORNIA 1831

Folded letter datelined “California Sta. Barbara 16th. Nov. 1831 "addressed to
London via Mexico, It was carried by a sailing ship to Mazatlan, Mexico where it
arrived January 4, 1832 and was forwarded to Vera Cruz, as per notation on
reverse, by “Butler & Kennedy". At Vera Cruz it was forwarded by Robert
Werner on February 14, 1832 by entering the Mexican mails as per postmark
FRANCO EN/VERACRUZ. On arrival in London it received the handstamp on
reverse of the Foreign Post Office - “FPO/AP-5/1832", Letter is from a merchant
in the hide and tallow trade and refers to a shipment of 5883 hides via the Brig
ELVIA. The California Missions were selling eattle hides to American and British
ships who plied the trade. See the classic Two Years Before the Mast by Richard
H. Dana, Jr.
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SAN FRANCISCO 18%%

One of the earliest folded letters from this port datelined “St. Francisco July 30,
1844." Written by Capt. James B. Hatch of the trading ship Barnstable out of
Roston. He reports that he has the opportunity to send this letter by the English
Barque Brothers which is about to leave for the Sandwich Islands. “We have now
at the house about 25,000 Hides and shall eollect mare than this ship will
probably stow ... We have a rumor of difficulties between Mexico and the U.S.

and the probability of a declaration of war. As yet no American vessels of war
have arrived, but are daily erpected, as one had been ordered here before this
news arrived. The Gen. (Micheltorena) has organized a militia composed of
citizems between the ages of 15 and 60 years who are ordered lo appear in their
respective Pueblos weekly to receive instructions. Which order gives general
dissatisfaction to the native Californians. I believe it to be the general wish that
the Squadron [U.S. war ships] would take possession of the country, as they are
convineced that California will never improve under Mexican government. The
people are more afraid of the Gen's soldiers robbing them than the Americans,
Although he endeavours to convince them that if the Americans take the country
that they will lose their ranchos, cattle and be denied the freedom of religious
opinions ... We have also about 50 Sea Otter and some of the Pueblo Gold."

Carried outside the mails by a sailing vessel via Hawaii and Cape Horn to
*STONINGTON Conn/FEB 27" 1845. It was rated 2 cents SHIP fee, plus 12% cents
forwarding fee for up to 150 miles, for a total of 14% cents.

The report of “difficulties between Mexico and U.S." which eventually led to
the Mexican War are of historic interest but the mere mention of “Pueblo Gold"
falls in the realm of “coming events cast their shadows"™ — the Gold Rush of 1849,
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DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS

August 5th 1Ba46

"We struck among jhales the 20th of June in the Latt of 51.00 North,
Long 157.00 west“- The Whales were pretty plenty - struck one - the
Whale stove 2 Boats for us,it being rugged & foggy,with only 1 Boat
fast[hooked on to] the Whale he got away.The remaining part of June
we cruised in that Latt & Long,most the time a gale of wind or fog.
[we] hook'd 2 more Whales,it seem’d all mosi impossible to get fast
which is a geueral complaint with all the ships. To day we are in
Latt 58 North,Long 146 West - the last week have been among Whales -
got 2 of them.There has been from 5 to 9 ships in sight daily - none
of them have taken more than & Whales - the most of them only 2.The
Liverpool was in sight of us yesterday with 4 Whales this season
1800 bls in all - we are working to the South the Whales haveing
left this ground.if not among Whales I shall leave this part of the
world by the last of the month - proceed to the South along the
coast[ California] -GSave a look in Magdalena Bay[Mexico] to the
North of Cape 5t Lucas®™ 2 ships last year obtain'd 2000 bls of 0il
Scragg Whales. if there is no prospect of doing any thing go on the
line [and] Cruise for Sperm 0il[Sperm Whales].Be to the Sandwich
Islands time enough in the spring for the whole season to the XNorth
West. hope then to give a better account of ourselves than we can at
present. I have heard the Elizabeth of Freetown was burnt up = sett
on fire by an Owner or Agents Son - how true the report is I cannot
wvouch for - the report of the Kamchatka fleet,by the arrival of 3 or
& ships on this ground - is slim enough - none of them more than 7
Whale in June that were heard of. We saw the Olympia with 15 Whales
this season wanting 300 bls to fill. There is blank looking Faces
among them at present.The Marcia on the last of the Month want'd 600
bls - La Fayette 300, Good Return 600,Harvest of Bridgeport 600,
Cabinet of Stonington had 5 Whales.There is one Ship here from Chili
that got 2200 bls of D0il there & reports the Frances as having gone
home full.I should like to have a line from you left at Honululu at
the expiration of the North West season. The Whales that have been
taken this season are of a small class,from 80 to 100 bls - the
Olympias Whales 15 made 1600 bls, among the Fleet of Ships on this
ground we can Sail with & beat the most of them.The Barque sails
better than I expected & in gales of wind carries her Boats with as
much safety as any vessel I have beeng in .

Sept 1lst, Latt 54 00 N, Long 152 00 W for the last 6 days a pgale
of wind from the S.W. = sinee writing the above we have taken 2
Whales 300 bls of 0il. had one to take a line from us,one to sink &
one to get away from us,at dark, which we fell in with 10 days after
but to far gone to get any 0il from,which makes 8 Whales that we
have struck. Kill'd 6, sav'd 4, The day this gale came on there were
3 ships in sight all a Boiling or cutting[Whale blubber] - this is
the longest blow we have had & it is not done yet. have seen Whales
every day but one during the Blow - as soon as it moderates [so] that
we can carry sall,shall work to the South off Columbia River where
Whales have been seen in Sept & October,which I hope we shall find,.

Nov 1st. since writing the above have been off the Columbia - saw
nought but Hump Backs - then to the South along the Coast to the
North of the Lobos Islands California [lower or Baja] - took 8 Sperm
Whale whieh stow'd us down 160 bls. - we have been cruising here &
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abouts for the: last month with the exception of 7 or B days that we lay
in Magdelena [Bay] in which place we found the Bones of Whales that some
one had taken the Blubber from - to morrow the Moon [is] full - if we do
not see Whales shall work to the South of Cape 5t Lucas - we want 3 or
400 bls more of Sperm 0il before the N W season - I expect we shall get
it if trying is of any use.

Dec 13th. Since my last date we have taken 40 bls more of Sperm 0il -
have been into the Cape[San Lucas,tip of Baja Cal.lfor some fresh Beef
& potatoes - have been out of there 10 days - this morning boarded the
U.S.Brig Malek Adhel[prize ship captured from the Mexicans] - Lieuten-
ent Schanks[James F. Schenek,later Admiral?]Jfrom Mazatlan[Mexico]having
Capt Mott on board of the House of Bartlett & Mott Mazatlan - he was
drove out of Mazatlan when our forces were blockading it - he & his
family were at S Josephs California when we were there. by him we learn
of Tampicoes being taken & Saltillo - also of Gen Taylors being within 2
days march of Sanm Luis Potosi with a force of 2500 30,000 Men[Taylor

had less than 5000 men] & of the Mexican forces consentrating at that
place Santa Anna being already there with a force of 20,000 Mexicans

the 15 of November , the Americans are in possession of St Francisco &
Monterey & San Diego - they are in possession of St Pedro but have been
driven out of the Puebla des Angeles - so says the Malek Adhel she

being from there some 12 or 15 days.There were a good many Whale men in
at St Francisco afraid to come out - some had lost a pgreat part of

there Crews by desertion,we had 4 men run away at the Cape but caught
them again - I can't afford to lose any [of] them as yer, their debts
are not paid I tell them. neither will be paid if they run away often,
we spoke the Kneeland some 3 or & days back with 650 bls 100 of it Sperm,
Since we came out we have taken 4 Black Fish[small toothed Hha]e]-ghall
leave here by the last of January in hopes to have letters from you at
the Islands[Hawaiian].I have been in hopes they would want some such
vessel as the Barque & would give me 60 or $70,000 for her. They have
taken the Stonington at 5t Diego for a [Navy] store ship[by]theComodcre
[Robert Stockton]of the American forces on this Coast - although I have
not any authority to dispose of the Barque but,in a case of that kind,
where Uncle Sam was paymaster I think I should stretch it but thatg
would be making a voyage to easy, one of T & N R Nyes vessells Lhel}anus
was in at St Francisco with 900 bls of whale[oil] - she was one of those
that had lost her men - this letter I shall leave at the Cape[San Lucas]
before we go away all together from this quarter of the world, the Mex-
ican news I suppose will not be news to you.I saw by a Sandwich Islands
paper the loss of the Baltic & Kowhassett Whalers. W.A. Hussey."™

ERRER RN RUSRARRR LR R A AR R R R R R

KOTES: 1 This would place the ship about 100 miles S.E. of the Kamchatka
Peninsula,Siberia,near the north end of the Kurile Islands and the entra-
nce to the Sea of Okhotsk. 2 BPaja or Lower Clifornia. 3 Sea of Okhotsk.
4 See letter in this collection from the ship Janus written by Ebenezer F.
Nye,under date of Sept.26th,1847,from the Sandwich Islands.SEE map on the
previous page for Kamehatka and the Sea of Okhotsk.
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"THE WHALE STOVE TWO BOATS"Thus Capt.Wm.A.Hussey of the ""'"“'t eyl
Bark J.E.DONNELL begins this letter under date of Aug.
5,1846,while cruising for whale off Kamchatka,Siberia. L..!‘_"‘j

THERE SHE BLOWS!

fie had left New Bedford,Mass.on Dec.3,1845 returning 3 r?
Apr.5,1849,with 49 bls of Sperm 0il,3,600 bls of whale §fidy st
0il and 17,600 1bs of whale bone (Baleen).. He shipped}%ﬁ?ﬁ'

home 340 bls of Sperm oil and 22,000 1bs of bone gt=¥3 7775
during the cruise.A great letter on whaling and 1&@??%5 2
the begining of the Mexican War and the American 2X0R e
occupation and conquest of California.Hussey ends
his letter on Dec.l3th off Cape San Lucas,Baja
California - "this letter I shall leawve at the Cape" . 3
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BTt o : : Okhotsk and the
J‘/&FMLM Kamchatka Peninsula
and the general area

F3
"?}"T of the First part of
- the cruise.

The letter shown below was
probably carried by a ret-
urning whaler via Cape Horn
as it was eight months in
transit.On arrival at NEW
LONDON, Conn.AUG.11,1847 it
Wwas rated SHIP 7 and for-
warded to New Bedford,Mass.
SEE opposite page for the
content of the letter.
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" St.Francisco,California,October 16th 1845

"John C.Bull writes a long letter to his sister in which he recommends the
"Bearer" of the letter ac a fine young man of 31 and suggests that she should
"set her cap" for him. That he would make a fine husband.After this introduc-
tion he continues to describe his present location: "from St.Barbara we ee
proceeded to a place called Refugia,there is but one house visable from the
Beach the Hides & tallow being carted down to the water side from a distance of
5tol2 miles.Here we lay but a day or two,from here we proceed to St.Louis,
where there is no town or Mission 1ess than 10 miles from the Anchorage,Here
we usually lay about 5 or 6 days,from Here we go to Monterey which has been call-
ed the Pride of California,but i do not think so.it is at this port the United
States consul is established [ Thomas 0.Larkin,the first and only U.S.Consul
ever appointed in California] ,a mean conniving cheat who thinks more [of]
selling out goods by the yard or measure than he does of the Honour & credit of
his country & office - the town is situated upon an inclined place with high
towering hills and Mountains in the rear,numbers about 300 Houses of the in-
ferior part & about 800 inhabitants,in all the places upon the coast of any
resort there are billard rooms groggeries cock fighting.& all its concomitant
evils.Here we generally lay from two to three weeks - the town is close to the
Beach and at this Port is the custom House - the only one in operation upon the
coast - all custom House of ficers coming on board to enter us at St Diego. At
our present Port we lay about two months & sometimes four - [San] Francisco has
a most capacious and splendid Bay where all the Navies in the world might ride at
anchor in safety - it is 70 miles in length and 10 or 12 in breath - during our
summer months it blows Heavy from the North west all along the coast,& more par-
ticularly at this Place,but Hardly ever rains,during our winter months there
is not somuch wind,with the exception of a South East gale now and then,but
more rain,during the South East season which commences in september and Ends
in April vessels anchoring upon the coast ride at single anchor,and put to sea
during the blow which generally lasts 24 hours,and then put back to anchor. for
six months there are a plenty of geese,Ducks,and Carlew,which are easily tak-
en then but during our summer months they migrate to the Northward. there is a
plenty of wood and wvater to be had,and the soil is rich and would be Prolific,
did the character of the inhabitants admit of their proving its quali ties but
they are a lazy set of beings,and only raise enough to supply their present
wants,admirably complying with that passage in scripture not to provide for the
morrow,sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.there are a number of islands
in the Bay wvhich enriches the view and gives it a very romantic appearance,i was
very near finishing a bargain with Mr Goodhue,the 1st officer of the Admittance
to change situations with him,and come Home but he could not get Captain Peter-
sons,consent,and yet they are always quarrelling together .....temperance
does not flourish so much in this part of the world as i could wish,most every
body drinks,and not a few to excess,our ships buy liguor that is distilled at
the Leeward Ports,and carry it to the Windward Ports where it meets withs.a ready
sale,and at very advanced Prices, it is and always has been the custom of the
country to drink freely of the Juice of the grape and as well might the Ethiopean
try to change his skin,as for any man or sect of men to try to make them beleive
any existing Principle or code of Laws could Possibly be equal to those handed
down to them by their ancsstry,and the better you treat and feed them the more of
their custom you get, this may seem strange yo you vho never have been here but i
will explain,in this country there are no vharves nor docks consegquently all
vessels in their Harbours have to ride at anchor,and therefore all who wish to
trade on board,are obliged to be carried of f and on in the ships boats - and most
invariably when they come early in the morning,they first get Breakfast. at 11
oclock a lunch, the Ladies making use of cake and wine, the gentlemen of Pies
Bread & cheese rum,gin,Brandy &c - in the afternoon they get coffee - i have
known thirty on board at one time - we have a regular trade room on board situ-
ated upon the same deck [as the] cabin,fitted with a counter shelves &c for
goods which has all the appearance of a variety store in Boston. with only one
exception there is not gquite so much flirting,so you see there is little excuse
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for intemperance in this part of the world,this providing so many people with
Provisions accounts to considerable in the course of a year,but then the immense
profits upon the goods pays for all - only think nine dollars a yard for cassimere
~ 16 dollars for a fur Hat, 25 dooars for a jacket 12% cents per pound for rice one
dollar for apiece of narrow black ribbon,and every thing else in proportion - you
may judge too that it costs something to keep vessels Here when i tell you that our
vegetable bill is 500 dellars per Annume.....Your friend & Brother John C.Bull"

AR A AR R RS RS RE R SRR R RS RNE LSRR

The letter was apparently carried outside of the mails as per directive "Polite-

'. ness of the Mate/of Whale Ship Sarah" and then changed to "Ship Admittance".

gt SEE other letters in this collection by JohnC.Bull,in relation to his experience
in the "Hide & Tallow Trade", off the coast of California.
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CHARLES HAND REPORTS ON THE ARRIVAL OF U.S.SHTPS OF WAR AT MONTEREY - THAT
THE AMERICAN FLAG IS NOW THE NATIONAL BANNER OF CALIFORNIA - KEARNY HAS
DEFEATED THE MEXICANS AT SAN PASCUAL ON DECEMBER 6, 1846 AND THE CALIFORN-
I05 ARE SELLING BEEF AS LOW AS ONE CENT PER POUND.

"U.S5.5hip Columbus Harbor of Monterey
Upper California March 1847.

Father & Mother You will percieve by the above that we are at the seat of War
in this Ocean,where we arrived on the 2nd inst after a passage of 52 days from
Callao [Peru]. Had we have come here when at the Sandwich Islands in September
last we should in all probability have been on our way home now,but at present I
think that we shall not arrive in Eastern parts of the States previous to May '48.
We found on our arrival here the Frigates Independence,and Savannah with the
Store Ship Lexington and the Sloop of War Warren arrived about four hours after-
wards — So that at this time March 5th there are 5 Men of War in the Harbor.
There are some American troops on the coast and at San Diego 90 miles — northward
of us are some 7 or 800 Mormons who count 400 effective men. Colonel Kearney
of the 1st U.5. Dragoons is also here having crossed the country and from Santa
Fe to this place he had but 100 men. When at Pueblo about 200 miles in the interior
he was surrounded by a force of 7 or 800 Mexicans through whom he cut his way and
arrived here with the loss of but 18 men.[battle of San Pascual.After a severe
hand to hand action the Mexicans left and Kearney called it an American victory
although it was a costly one. ]* The American Flag is now the National
Banner of California and if the Government ever gives it up to Mexican missrule,
the President wvho signs the Treaty and the Senators who vote for its ratification
should be held in the same estimation,that the memory of the traitor Arnold is -
From what we can see from the ship Monterey has not increased much in size
since 1840,when I was here in a whaler,but as I thought then I think now it is one
of the most beautiful countries in the World. Vegetation here at this time is as
far as advanced as it [is] with us by the first of July.New Potatoes as large as
hens eggs being furnished to the officers daily,though the price is very, exorb-
tant being $4 per 100 1bs. The Beef which I think is among the finest I have ever
seen is but 2 cts per 1b.* for the choisist cuts and 1 cent when the whole carcass
is taken; the cattle are natives and are killed for their Hides & Tallow and as the
taim ones require no care being able to obtain their own living there is nothing
to make them dear. General Aristas [Mariano] wife is here,and in fact I
believe almost the only warrior in the place which is about as large as New
Windsor,she is reported to have said that her husband need never return unless
he can bring a neclace of scalps of the miserable Americanos as some of our
enemies style us - When Commodore Stockton [Robert] first established a
form of Government here and took possession of the country amajority of the male
inhabitants fled to the interior but the most of them have since returned, and
are now living peacealy in the Town. We are now waiting the arrival of the frig-
ate Congress and the Sloops Portsmouth and Cyanne when we are to proceed south-
ward to the reduction of Mazatlan and Accapulco,which latter is represented to
be second only to Vera Cruz in its defences. We are at present the Flag Ship
of the Squadron and as Commodore [James] Biddle is the oldest Commodore afloat
he is Commander in Chief of the United States forces in the Pacific:.... 0000 -. -
Troop ships are now on the way to this plfce,but if any men except Mechanics are
to be left I shall Volunteer,if not I shall return here within a year after reach-
ing the United States..... I amstill employed a School Teacher on board this ship
.+..although I receive no additional pay.+.....Chas L. Hand".
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"Bark Tasso.Monterey,California,March 5th,1847.

"My ever dear sister,......as the Don Quixotte has not left yet i hasten to
write you.....i have received letters but twice since i left,a period of two
long years and six months......&now for a littie local news,all is quiet in
California at this time,Commodore Shubrick [W.Branford] has arrived out in
the U.S.frigate Independence,and by Authority from the president issued a
proclamation to the inhabitants inviting them to become citizens of the great
Republic also stating that he and brigadier general Kearny [Stephen W.] are
invested with seperate and distinct powvers,civil & Military, the one to reg-
ulate the import trade to determine on wvhat conditions vessels of all nations
our own as well as foreign,shall be admitted into the ports of the Territory
Ec,the other, directions of all operations on land so that General Kearney is
the governor of California and has orders from the president to forma territ-
orial government,his proclamation will be issued tomorrow.he is a noble fell-
ow and who will deal justly by the inhabitants and be an honour to his Country,
there is no getting at the time of our sailing for home but probably as soon as
November.the news has reached us that there are Privateers in the Atlantic
seeking to capture American property, and that some vessels have been capt-
ured,should that prove true we shall not come until the close of the war,unless
sooner convoyed by some naval force.the 74 [gun] Columbus is laying here bear-
ing the Broad Pennant of Comd.Biddle [James] also the Frigate Savannah & Sloop
of war Warren - the Frigate Congress & Sloops of war Cayenne and Dale will be
here in a few days likevise the Line of battle ship Ohio of 105 guns is daily
expected when we shall have quite a respectable force upon this side of the 1and.
Saturday march 6th, ...i have just read General Kearney's Proclamation and send
you a copy of the Californian in which it is published..... John C.Bull"

kAR A kAR ARETT AT R A b dddssdrddhh b dwr

Historical note: The same day this letter was written,General Scott's Army
of Invasion arrived at Anton Lizardo off of Vera Cruz.

This folded letter left Monterey on the ship Don Quixotte, probably bound for
the Sandwich Islands,where it was forwarded via areturning whale ship. It
apparently never entered the mails.
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