
ANTHRAX ATTACKS POSTAL HISTORY

Beginning on 18 September 2001 seven letters containing anthrax spores were mailed to
offices of two U.S. Senators and five news media companies---ABC News, CBS News, NBC
News and the New York Post in New York City and the National Enquirer in Boca Raton Florida.
Five persons died and twenty-two became ill from exposure. The bioterrorist attack also
caused major disruptions to mail processing and delivery by the United States Postal Service.

In November 2001 the USPS hired two companies to irradiate mail using electron beam x-ray
machines at facilities in Lima OH and Bridgewater NJ. Irradiated mail initially was delivered in
plastic body bags. Studies later showed that irradiation produced irritating chemicals and
health problems. It discolored envelopes, melted cellophane, and caused some letters to
become yellowed and burned. R. A. Siegel Auction Galleries and other philatelic firms quickly
announced that they would send mail by alternative delivery companies rather than USPS.

In January 2002 the USPC announced it would only irradiate mail addressed to area codes 202
(Washington), 203 (Connecticut), 204 (Manitoba), and 205 (Alabama). The USPS purchased its
own irradiation machines but never installed them. Alternatives were determined to be too
expensive. On 21 September 2002 the USPS discontinued irradiating mail. However, a
number of government agencies established their own sanitization and inspection programs.

This exhibit discusses the history of responses to the anthrax attacks by displaying the three
types of body bags used when irradiation was first introduced, examples of damaged covers
andstamps, articles informing collectors of issues, and examples of U.S. agency handstamps.

ORWARDED BV SWEeTW~T~RPARK HOTEL. LITHIA ePRINCS, CA.

-:

Forerunner: Disinfected Mail during Yellow Fever Epidemic

Letter with New Orleans
cds dated 28 September
18~7 from New Orleans
to Lithia Springs Georgia
with pin-holes from
fU~igation for the
yellow fever epidemic
that initially reached
New Orleans in 1897.
298 persons reportedly
died·of yellow fever in
New Orleans that year.



Anthrax Attacks Postal History

First Body Bag Type with "November 2001"

Body Bags

The three types of body bags known to the exhibitor are identical except for the date or lack of
date at the top left of the print. Body bags previously were used to deliver mail that had been
d~maged. The anthrax body bags informed addressees that enclosed mail had been
irradiated. This bag contains a subscription renewal notice for u.s. News and World Report.
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• Any biol"9lcal sample, such as blood, fecal samples, etc., could be
rendered ~Iess.

• DiagnrArtic kite, such as those used to monitor blood sugar levels, could.be
adver~~ aff~~ted.

• Phot.)Qraphi~ fitm will be fully exposed.
• Food will be ad\ff~rsely affected.
• Drugs and medicines m~y not be effective and their safety could be affected.
• Eyeglasses and comad len~~s couid ~~ ~dversely affected.
• Electronic devices WOl.:!d !1ke!v be !nooorable.., .
WhHe the In'adialion procesi SUCC8111fW1fy !cilia Mlhrax, if your mail contains any
suspicious substances we urge you to set it aside and contact local law
enforcement authorities. This can help in the investigation.

,The group of experts that tested the irradiation process was organized by the White
House Office of Science and Technology Policy and included the Armed Forces
Radiobiology Research Institute, the Food and Drug Administration, the Department
of Agriculture and the National Institute of Standards and Technology.

We apologize for the delay in delivery of this mail and for any inconvenience that
may have resulted. Our primary interest is to assure that this mail is safe before
being delivered to you. More information is available at 1-S00-ASK-USPS.

Thank you for your understanding.

Sincerely,

- ./ -z. ~ 2-----­
Thomas G. Day
Vice President. Engineering

475l'ENFANT PlAZA SW

WASHINGTON DC 20260



Anthrax Attacks Postal History

Second Body Bag Type with ((December 200111

Body Bags

Information on the three typ:es of anthrax bags was not changed. The only revision in the

second type of body bag was to substitute December for November. This bag contains a Betty

Crocker CCGKbool( .... :t.h rec;o€s mailed from Cleveland OH in late October 2001 to Jackson NJ.

o ~

While the irradiation process is safe, it can affect some prOducts that might De
contained in this mail. The products on this list, if contained in a package or
envelope that has been irradiated, should not be used. You should discard them
and obtain replacements.

• Any biological sample, such as blood, fecal samples, etc., could be
rendered useless.

• Diagnostic kits, such as those used to monitor blood sugar leve!:;, could be
adversely affected.

• Photographic film will be fully exposed. .
• Food will be adversely affected.

• • Drugs and medlc1ne8 may not be effective and their safety C(',uld be affec~~
• Eyeglasses and contact lenses could be adversely affected.
• Electronic devices would likely be inoperable.

While the irradiation process successfully kills anthrax, if your mail contains any
suspicious substances we urge you to set it aside and contact local law
enforcement authorities. This can help in the investigation.

The group of experts that tested the irradiation process was organized by the White
House Office of Science and Technology Policy and included the ,6fmed Forces
Radiobiology Research Institute, the Food and Drug Administratior1, the Department
of Agriculture and the National Institute of Standards and Technology.

We apologize for the delay in delivery of this mail and for any inconvenience that
may have resulted. Our primary interest is to assure that this mail is safe before
being delivered to you. More information is available at 1-8QO-ASK:USPS.

Thank you for your understanding.

Sincerely,

- ./-z-~~

Thomas G. Day
Vice President, Engineering

475 L'ENFANT PlAZA SW

WASHINGTON DC 20260



nthrax Attacks Postal History

Third Body Bag Type with No Month or Year

Body Bags

This third type of anthrax bag with no month date was mailed in January 2002 to Trenton NJ.
It contains a post card from Cablevision, a Bethpage NY company, offering a cable TV package.

Dear Postal Customer:

The mail that is being delivered in this bag has been irradiated at a facility in
Bridgeport, New Jersey. The irradiation process used at the Bridgeport facility
was tested and found to be effective in destroying anthrax by an interagency
team of scientific experts that recommended release of this mail for delivery.
While the irradiation process is safe, It can affect some products that might be
contained in this mail. The products on this IistJ ff contained in a package- or
envelope that has been irradiatedi should not be used. You should discard them
and obtain replacements.

• Any biological sample, such as blood, fecal samples, etc., could be
rendered useless.

• Diagnostic kits, such as those used to monitorblood sugar levels, could be
adversely affected.

• Photographic film will be fully exposed.
• Food will be adversely affected. .
• Drugs and medicines may not be effective and their safety could be affected.
• Eyeglas s and contact lenses could be adversely affected.
• Electronic devices would likely be inoperable.

While the irradiation process successfully kills anthrax, if your mail contains any
suspicious substances we urge you to set it aside and contact lotallaw
enforcement authorities. This can help in the investigation.

The group of experts that tested the irradiation process was organized by the White
House Office of Science and Technology Policy and included the Armed Forces
Radiobiology Research Institute, the Food and Drug Administration, the Department
of Agrioulture and the National institute of Standards and Technology.

We apologize for the delay in delivery of this mail and for any inconvenience that
may have resulted. Our primary interest is to assure that this mail is safe before
being delivered to you. More information is available at 1-80Q-ASK-USPS.

Thank you for your understanding.



Anthrax Attacks Postal History

Discolored 20 September 2001 First Day Cover

Damaged Contents

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

When Webcraft First Day Covers discovered that the irradiation process caused paper to
discolor, it printed a notice on the back of its first day covers for the Bison 21 cent self­
adhesive stamp issued 20 September 2001. The notice advised customers that the cover had
a brownish color because it was processed and irradiated at the USPS' Brentwood Facility in
Washington DC. Anthrax contamination and illnesses had occurred there because the letters
addressed to U.S. Senators had been handled by USPS employees working at Brentwood.
Webcraft also provided white "comparison envelopes" to collectors who purchased the cover.

Ten 21 cent
Self-adhesive

Stamps

$210

IRRADIATED MAIL
This cover was processed through the Brentwood Facility in
W~shington, DC, which was contaminated with Anthrax
spores during the Anthrax scare in the Falt. of ~001. To
eliminate the risk of spreading the spores, mall which could
be identified as having passed through Brentwood was
irradiated. These covers have a tell-tale brownish cast to
them, as this one does. Before irradiation, this cover was a
pure white color.

I
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Anthrax Attacks Postal History Damaged Contents

Stamps Mailed by Nutmeg Stamp Sales 20 October 2001

Dllring November and December of 2001 auction houses and dealers shipped covers and
stamps without knowing that mail to Washington and other parts of the Northeast was being
irradiated and contents seriously damaged by the process. This package contained a pair of 1¢
stamps issued by a New York local post, the Metropolitan Errand & Carrier Service Company.

~

..



Anthrax Mail Postal History Damaged Contents

Cover Mailed by Dutch Country Auctions 14 December 2001 ..

DJ.!tch Country Auctions in Wilmington DE mailed this auction lot to Washington DC on 14
December 2001. The package contained an envelope ....Jith an invalid commercial label

"
instead of a postage stamp. It is barely visible because the s!e€ve vvas baked and discolored.

OOJ'J Cmt~ (/~

SCIDCA
4115 Concord Pike

Wilmington, DE 19803-1483

AODF\~SeRVICE REQUESTED

0-0
{

•



Anthrax Attacks Postal History Damaged Contents

Local Post Cover Mailed by Matthew Bennett Mid-October 2001

This New York City cover with a 2¢ Boyd's local post stamp was purchased in the 2 December
2001 Matthew Bennett sale and sent by certified mail to Washington DC in mid-December.
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l~th!ax Attacks Postal History Philatelic Responses

t·~~.ianuary 2002 Linn's Stamp News Article First Reporting Irradiation Problems

www.linns.com

The item pictured on thisl
page .lends credence to the
.idea that Ke~c 's Washing-'
tOn cover \V8&' iiradiated.

It i~ ~ plastic'bag, co.n~g
a plain' No~ to-siZe envelope
addressed tG Gerald Leviss of
New Jersey,' wQ.o sent th~

opened bag and the 'envelope
to'Linn:S for inspection. '.

The' envelope is ,approxi­
mately the same color as J(e-'
'lanic's FDC. . .' .

Leviss stated that the env~­
lope contained U.S. $1 curren­
cyno~s.

. He also claimed that the $1 .
bills had turned yellow be­
cause of the irradiation.

The 2J¢ George Washlnglon lirsl-do)' coyer
shown here. lop, IIkeb' shows on errCCI of ir­
radiation by Ihe Postal S,rvlce. A Linn:,
reader ,ubmitted Ihe noliceabl)' diseolunod
co\'er, Blnn~ with Q normal envelope. bottom.

By Chari", So....
I IfinUn~ coll~alor mall mighl nel be Q

golld lhing for eoJltellblo stomps ond ceVelll,
Ono nppnfllnl OlUlmple of tholldverse affcelt

of Iho United Shues Po.1 Servke's dcoiJion
10 inndiate moUthal miglft have been exposcd
to ootJunx - 0 U,S, fillll·day cover - came 10

Linn6 attonlion in Deccmber 2001.
SevernI wee"" IDler, in laIc December 200 I,

Linn's reccived lIs filllt example of irrlldiatcd
mailthol was delivered in a plaslic bag.

Piclwed hc", is an FDC of the 23¢ George
Washington slamp thai .was issued Sept. 20,
200 1. Richard Kelanic bf Pennsylvania scnl
Ihe cover 10 UIIII sshanty aftcr he received il
from Ihe FDC servicing unil al thc Siamp Ful­
fillment Serviccs ccnlcr in Kansas Cily, Mo,

"After wlIiting almost Iwo months," Kclanic
wrok. "I received my 23¢ Georgc Washington
FDl's /Tom Kansas City. BUI slmnge thiogs
hayO hnpponcd.

"All my bright while <n,,,,lopes nnd cards
have b,en ehangod to .ccarny arl\)'. Almoll Iik.
Ibe cn,..,lopes WCll! ""posfd 10 dil1l<t sUllliCltt
or ul ,violel Ii/lht for" long lime:'

t:Clor chAnge enn be
S(II!n by comp:uing Ihe \fuh·
IJlgtnn FD In on. of tho en·
jeTopes that Kelanie mell 10
p"'p'''' hi. covers beforo
Jendlng them III the fulfill·
ment cuter for first.day can·
cell Iio... also own bere. PRINTIID "llh ",y' Ink 00 recycl,d pop.. ~L\lLr:n: hno:r:, J

hI ,-- . _-..a ....... _~ _L......:..I.-_ - Dttn rIJl(TL\TIOS~51.S0t- rOr.\I.IlI!'TRIBIIIIOl\: ;'\.1,062

(F! 16 LINN'S STAMP NEWS JANUARY 14. 2002

USPS irradiation ruined p elable address labels

Th~ first philatelic notice of damage due to irradiation appeared in the 14 January 2002 issue
of Linp~s Stamp News. A collector from New Jersey submitted an envelope with $1 bills that
~e sa:id had t~rned yellowish due to irradiation. They arrived at his house in an anthrax body
bag from the Ijr-idgeport NJ facility hired by the USPS to irradiate mail. The staff of Coin World,
an affiliate of Linn~s, concluded that the $1 bills were not an unusual color.

23¢ Washington 'FOe
victim 'hf mail irradiation

The Pos,al Sen'lee notice on thIs plastic hag confirms lhat
It~ rnntent,. 8 No. IO-dze em'elnne. M!I IrradlBted h,' the

(Continued lhIm palle 1)
FOC. for the 34~ Sanla,
suunps showed Ibe sante di,·
coloration.

Kelllnie al", lold Unll:r that
Ibe pC<llahle oddre.. labels
thB! he atnxed 10 his covelS
were no longer poeJable after

hls covcn ware lIIturned,
''Tho adbcsi~ turned 1010 •

stieky,lJWlIIll)' prodUClthal re·
quired Ibe nld of lighlct fluid
to rcmrrle," Kelonic wrolc.
. Keranie staled that ·all his

Cove.. weie iclumed III him in
the addressed, stamped eove·

lope that he provided. that 00,..101'" inside (gnd
However, he did nol men- itn tenlo) had been imldltl·

lion if the Postal Service pro- ed:' mail that is being de·
vided any lfirrct confumation liva ell in 1M hag hIS been iT­
that his covers had been irra· ra sted at 8 faolllty in
dialed or otherwise had re- B CJlOI1, New Jersey.
ceived speeial trcalmeeL 'The Imdiallon proeeu

"Are these uncommon inci· d at the BridgcpoIt facility
dents," Kelanic mused, "or I. lOJIcd end found 10 be ef·
Ibe [fulfillment center] creB!- Ive in destroying anlhrnx
ing these changes hy saoitiz- yan interagency learn of Ici·
ing its mail? We,., my cove'is enllfie Cllpel1$ that recom·
'nuked'? Do you know what i. mended role... of Ibis mail

"lli'l\ln~Q'i'n;L?"__=__-.----:=I for deliv"')'. .
n Illtlll plctun:d on this "While lhe irradiation

pogo ,lends credence 10 Ihe process is safe; it can affecl
idea thaI Kall'hin's WlISbins· some produclB thai might be
ton COVer WllS mdlaltd. conwnod in this mail."

II il8 pial'!. bag conLQinlng The nolice then informs the
e plain No. IO·aiz<> CIIVelOP~ postal cuslomer that cenain
addtcllscd III Gerald Levi.. of pmducts, If exposed to imIdi·
New Jersey,' who sent Ihl' alion io the mail, should nOI
opeoed bag and the eovelope be used,
to Llnn:r for inBpcetion. •These include biological

The eovelope is approxi-
mately the same color"" Ke-
lanic~ FOC,

Levis. Slated Ihol Ibe enve­
lope contained U.S. SI cum,,·
cy notes.

He also claimed thallbe $1
hills had turoed ycliow be­ca_ of the irradi.n

OMlVCt, mem ... DC the
Coin IJbrlll staff examined Ihe
notes and concluded lhatlhey
appear normal. Colli HI/rid

. and Unn:r'~ both~ed by

. Amos Press Inc" and opemlc
.. oUI.of the same faeiHty in Sid-

ney, Ohio.
In any case, text printed on

the bag - a leifer from
Thomas G. Day, Poslal Scr·
vice vice DTe:!Iident for em:!i-

samples, diagnostic kits, pho­
tographio 'film, food, drugs
and medicines, cycglosses nod
electronic devices,

"While the Irradialion
proce.. successfully kills an·
thrax,1I Ihe notice coolinues.
~ifyour mail contains any sus·
picious substances, WI: urge
you 10 set it aside and conlacl
locallllW enforcemenl Buthor­
ities, This cnn help in the in·
.vestigalion:·

According to Ihc nOlice, the
White House Office of Sci·
ence and Technology Policy
organized (he group Ihat Icsl­
cd the irradiation process.
which includes Ihe Armed
Forces RadiobiOlogy Re­
search Inslilule, Ihe Food and
Drug Admini,I"I;on, Ihe Dc­
panmenl of Agticult""' nod
lhe National In,tilute of Stan-

dards and Technology.
Linn s reported Dcc. 17.

2001, thai all mail from rhc
Trenlon, N.J" poslal facilily
that was imdialed would he
delIvered to individual ad­
dresses in plastic hags bearing
8 notice identifying it as hDV­

ing heen sanilized.
Mail from Ihc PO'lal Ser­

viee's Brenlllllod facilily in
Woshington, D,C,. was senI 10

Lima, Ohio. for irradiation,
while mail from Trentoll was
irradiated .t the Bridgeporl,
N.J., facilily,

Llnn:SO is interested in sec­
ing nlher oxamples of irmdiat­
cd mail. Please send Ihem to
me, Charles Snce, Box 29.
Sidney, OH 45365-0029,

All submissions will be re­
turned after being examined
and eleelronieally ,canned.•



~x Attacks Postal History Philatelic Responses

Irradiated $1 Bills and Bridgeport Body Bag Discussed in Linn's Article

~.. ~irradia~d S_ll)W~_exa_mined by_~oinJ~Vor~(;t~!~f:!)re ~n top and normal $1 bills below.
- - - - :...=.-- - - ---- -- - '.- -- ~-~- -

. ' ..

November 2001

Dear postal Customer:

The mail that is being delivered in this bag has been irradiated at a facility n
Bridgeport. New Jersey. The irradiation proces;:t used at the Bridgeport facility-

S" ested and found to be effective in de i..oying anthrax by an Interagel cy
team' r f . mail f r d Ii ery.
While the irradiation process is safe, it can affect some products at m t be
contained in this mail. The products on this list, if contained in a package or
envelope that has been irradiated, should not be used. You should discard them
and obtain replacements.

• Any biological samp e, such as blood, fecal samples, etc•• could be
rendered useless.

• Diagnostic kits, such as those used to monitor blood sugar levels, could be
adversely affected.

• Photographic film will be fully exposed.
• Food will be adversely affecte .
• Dru medicin s may not be effective and their safety could be affected.

be adversel affected.
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Anthrax Attacks Postal History Philatelic Response

.' Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries Announces It Will Use Alternatives

"I thought what if a package containing an Inverted Jenny mounted in one of our acetate
sleeves (polymers) was subjected to radiation at the post office-r' Scott Trepel, Spring 2002.

AUCTIONS AND EVENTS CALENDAR

Linn's article reporting destruction
caused by mail irradiation

Mail Irradiation
and Philately
Editorial by Scott R. Trepel
President, Siegel Auction Galleries

When I heard that the
U.S. Postal Service

would begin irradiating mail
to protect citizens from
anthrax, my first reaction was

a ense of relief. I had the same feeling when I saw
fighter jets flying over Manhattan in the aftermath of
September 11. There is something very comforting
about national defense when you feel threatened by
hostile forces.

Sometime after the irradiation process started, I
gave more thought to its effects. Even with my
rudimentary knowledge of science, I knew that
radiation was not only the enemy ofanthrax, it was the
enemy ofphilately. Paper (cellulose), ink (minerals and
dyes) and protective sleeves (polymers) are degraded
by electron beam irradiation.

Now, I thought, what ifa package containing an
Inverted Jenny mounted in one of our acetate sleeves
was subjected to radiation at the post office?

No doubt, there would be one less Inverted Jenny.
With our December sales about to be shipped, I

suspended mailing via the U.S. Postal Service until I
could~ learn. more about the scale ofmail irradiation
and its effects on stamps: As a member of the Philatelic
Foundation board, I also recommended an immediate
suspension ofP.F. mailing via the USPS.

Now that I have read the Smithsonian report on the
effects ofmail irradiation on museum materials, and
the stamp newspapers have reported cases of
irreparable damage (see column at left), I feel very
good about taking action that might have saved
one-of-a-kind philatelic items from destruction.

In time, the process of mail irradiation will probably
be viewed as an inapprop,riate and largely ineffective
means of security. Collectors of fumigated mail can
appreciate that historical perspective. Until irradiation
is stopped or restricted, the U.S. mails will not be safe
for transporting precious and vulnerable material.

There is a sad irony in the fact that philatelists
cannot use the post office to mail stamps. We can only
hope that the anthrax murderer is brought to justice,
and the fear he or she created dissipates over time.

SALE 845-United States Stamps & Covers.
'featuring covers from a Southern Institution's
archives, the Wawrukiewiez Forwarded Mails.
the T. R. Erickson U.S. Covers and a wide
range of 19th & 20th Century Stamps.

SALE 846-2002 Rarities of the World
CONSIGNMEl'IT DEADUNE: MARCH 15

SALE 847-United States and Foreign
CONSIGNMEl'IT DEADUNE: APRIL 15

June

• May

" April

..

Smithsonian Reports Effects of Irradiation

T he Smithso~ianCenter for M:aterial~Research and
Education (SCMRE) released a detailed report on

November 5, 2001, entitled The effects on research
specimens and museum collection itemsJrf(m electmn beam
irradiation of 1Ilai~ by the US Poslal.Servlc~. -r:he full.. .
document IS available on the Srruthsoman s website.
http://www.si.edu/scmre/mail_irradiation.htmJ

Key point$ of the report are as follows:
• "Material ofcellulosic composition...paper...will

lose significant tensile strength and will becom~ more
britde while the induced chemical changes...wilJ
accelerate their aging processes. Discoloration is also to
be expected."

• "Dyestuffs will fade, resulting in fading and color
shifts in textiles, stained specimens, and color
photographs."· .

. • "Mineral specimens may develop colors and/or
change colors..."
. • "The effects of these various reactions are

..depolymerization, loss ofstrength, embrittlement,
acidification and discolorations, and a greatly enhanced
rate ofsubsequent aging deterioration."

The report concludes "that m~n~ through US~S of
. Vulnerable specimens and collection Items...be aVOIded
..unless...exempted from irradiation."



Diana Fusciardi, Adv. Chair.
BSA Troop 242
52480 Shelby Rd

Shelby Twp,Ml48316-3163

Honorable Spencer Abraham
Secretary ofEnergy
1000 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20585
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Anthrax Attacks Postal History Agency Handstamps

National Institutes of Health "OPENED FOR INSPECTION" Label 21 May 2002

­. -.­,--

~---

/~
!

Suspicious mail was opened
by NIH for security inspection.
In this case the label
on the back of the
envelope stated that it was
deemed su~picious because
it did not have a return
address. The label on the front
requested that staff "ask
your correspondents to use
a return address."

y ~)Ur mail was opened for security reasonS by
,?~upationalSafety and Health.
~ No return address
_. Return address, postmark differ
._" Incomplete return address
_ Unable to read postmark

Other
Questions: Please call (301) 496-2346
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