
UNITED STATES DOMESTIC LETTER RATES

FROM THE ACT OF 1792 TO OCTOBER 1, 1883

PURPOSE
Illustrate the evolution of the u.s. Postal System from the complicated POSTAL ACT OF 1792 to the
first day of the simplified POSTAL ACT OF 1883 when the postage was a low-cost, nation-wide rate.
This simplification resulted in the dramatic reduction in the Effective Cost of postage.

SCOPE
The exhibit applies to Domestic Letter Rates and the economic and social aspects of postal
communications including basic letter rates, incoming ship fees, way letters and drop letters that
were typically encountered by businesses and the general public. It does not include the postal
system of the Confederate States or tangential postal activity such as registration, printed circulars,
newspapers, packages, or similar items.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
From 1792 to 1883, the U. S. experienced significant population growth, dramatic territorial expansion,
and an extraordinary increase in business activity. Although this time frame is slightly more than ninety
years, wages increased at a remarkably low rate. During this time period, the reduction in postal costs
was due almost entirely to the improved efficiency of the Post Office. Social interaction and the
general state of national affairs are shown by the inclusion of relevant comments contained in the
correspondence or by remarks concerning the nature of the letter.

PLAN
Greater efficiency and advances in transportation are reflected in the sequential POSTAL ACTS

INITIAL ARRANGEMENT
Multiple Rates Based on Distance

Introduction and Act of 1792

Act of March 2, 1799

Act of December 23, 1814

Act of February 1,1816

Act of April 9, 1816

Act of March 3, 1825

GRADUAL REFINEMENT
Distance Zones Greatly Reduced

Act of March 3, 1845

Act of August 14, 1848

Act of March 3, 1851

Act of March 3, 1855

Act of April 3, 1860

The Civil War Begins

FINAL DEVELOPMENT
Distance Zones Eliminated

Act of March 3, 1863

The Civil War Ends

Act of April 3, 1865

Act of June 25, 1868

Act of June 8, 1872

Epilogue and Act of 1883

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
The Effective Cost for postage uses the Average Daily Wage for a Textile Worker in New England.
Average Daily Wage for Textile Worker in the New England Area of the United States

1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890

$0.48 $0.50 $0.50 $0.50 $0.54 $0.49 $0.55 $0.55 $0.55 $0.79 $0.79

Source: Trends in the American Economy in the Nineteenth Century, National Bureau of Economic Research, Princeton University Press [Out of Print]

SIGNIFICANT ITEMS AND POSTAL, ECONOMIC, OR SOCIAL REMARKS

Significant Item Matted with an Additional Red Border II Explanation of Significance II

Postal or Philatelic Remark Postal Rate or Philatelic Comment II Description of Attribute II

Economic or Social Remark Effective Postal Cost or Social Comment II Days of Labor or Comment II
Ver 016



~I Introtfuction
III

ESTABLISHMENT of the
U. S. POSTAL SYSTEM

After the REVOLUTIONARY WAR
eoded and the TREATY OF PARIS
recognized the United States as an
independent nation in J783, the ne\\'
nation passed the COINAGE ACT
and the first POSTAL ACT in 1792.

Prior to these A CTS, postal services
were based on the currency and the
postal rates of GREAT BRITAIN.

The POSTAL ACT OF 1792 created
nine postal rates based on distance
traveled, and the number of sheets of
paper in the correspondence, using
currency of the UNITED STATES.

SPANISH
8-REALE COIN
Tile Pillar Dollar

MINT DATE: 1802

PRE-FEDERAL POSTAL RATE

September 18, 1788. I orfalk, Virginia to Philadelpbia. 3-W Miles
Rate: 4 Pennyweight, Distance Over 300 Miles Up To 400 Miles

PREVAILING CURRENCY and the
INITIAL DOMESTIC POSTAL RATES

2

Worthington House, Ohio. September 23,1816 1/8 Dollar

Vcr 016



III
jlet of Pe6ruary 20, 1792

III
Effective June 1, 1792, to March 1, 1799

Single Rate
Paid b~' Recipient

Jul,- 7. 1796

Boston 10 Salem.

Distance: 25 ~tiles.
l

POSTAGE RATES POSTAL FEES

Not Exceedine. 30 Miles 6 Cents Ship Fee - Delivery at Port of Entry 4 Cents
Over 30 But Not Exceeding 60 Miles 8 Cents Ship Fee - Beyond Port of Entry Add 4 Cents
Over 60 But Not Exceeding 100 Miles 10 Cents Way Letter Fee Undefined
Over 100 But Not Exceedin~ 150 Miles 12Yi Cents The ACT OF 1792 states that .....every double
Over 150 But Not Exceeding 200 Miles 15 Cents letter shall pay double said rates; every
Over 200 But Not Exceedin~250 Miles 17 Cents triple letter. triple; every packet weighing
Over 250 But Not Exceeding 350 Miles 20 Cents one ounce avoirdupois. to pay. at the rate of
Over 350 But Not E.xceeding 450 Miles 22 Cents four single letters for each ounce, and in

Over 450 Miles 25 Cents that proportion, for any greater weight."

The ACT created nine Distanc-e Zones, the greatest number in U.S. history. The total postage
was set at one ··rate·· per sheet of paper for the first four sheets (total weight of one ounce) and
one additional ·-rate- for each quarter-ounce or fraction thereof. Prepayment was optional.

, • :"I'ot Exceeding'-

~
30 :vIiles

.--~ ... ~~J-':""rT 6 Cent Rate,. . ' .

,,-._-.I.\. _

Previously Unknolli n
!Manuscript Cancel I

Double Rate b ~~:5 dJ /£Prepaid by Sender a/- V~L.7' -
April 27. 179 L/~~, ~..L

,~East Douglas, Massachusens J? '
to Smithfield. Rhode Island. • >~z:::.---Distance: 24 ~tiIes. ./ .

Discovery Copy ! /~g..n.£,

Manuscript East Douglas , 7t/Previously Unlisted. '.
Possihly Unique

~

i.L _..



ACT OF 1792

Over 30 Miles,
Not Exceeding 60 Miles

8 Cent Rate

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

June 7,1798
Salem, Massachusetts to

Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Distance: 50 Miles.

Albino SALEM Handstamp
(Insufficient Inking)

Confusing Delivery Instructions

Correspondence addressed to ...

Capt. Benjamin Sherburne

0/ a Coosten (Coastal) Sloop or
the Owners of some Crockery

ware that was brought to Salem the

fore part of last month

Portsmouth

"'-

•

,.

Onr 60 ~1iI •
Not Exceeding 100 ~liJ"

10 Ceot Rate

Single Rate
Paid b~~ Recipient

•
• August . I 9

~ew Yor to
Philadelphia.

Distance: 95 ~fiIes.

Late usage of the

1\. YORK
strai_ht-line

handstamp v.ith
uppercase date.

Pre\-iously thought
to be used only from
1794 to early 1797.

It!:.~ ,
(C< .~

r·
~1. '.. .

-~. \. .
,~'
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ACT OF 1792 • 1

Over 100 Miles,
Not Exceeding ISO Miles
12 1/2 Cent Rate

" j' ,:.})
Single Rate

Paid by Recipient
November 23. 179-

Boston, Massacbusens to
Hartford, Connecticut.
Distance: 102 Miles.

Circular Date Stamp
and Straight-line

BOSTO"
Handstamp used from

1792 to 1800.

Double Rate
Paid b}- Recipient

February 3. 1 99

Baltimore. ~taryland to
Pbiladelpbia. Pennsyh·ania.

Distance: 105 .\files.

trai_ht-Line handstamp
\\ith integral date

used m 1-9_ to 1-99.

,
::;

~ e~~ rh -~tit:~<:~~ "
~~ .

f1i1@a!~~

••

Six Times the Rate
Paid by Recipient

August 6. 1797

Baltimore to Philadelphia.

Straight-line handstamp
with integral date.

Manuscript Weight Indication

Contained enclosure resulting
in a total weight of 1 rs Oz.
Total of Six Rate Factors.

each faclor for 1/4 of an ounce.
Postage: 6 X 12V,¢; 7S¢

•
I

H ~ Y'~" ·AUG~tft1-/.r

e/¥~I~~
~/



ACT OF 1792

Over 150 Miles,
Not Exceeding 200 Miles

]5 Cent Rate

Single Rate Paid by Recipient
December 14, 1796

Albany to ew York City. Distance: 162 Miles.
,

•

~
• !I

;:l (

,
~~

r
;;"

" ~

Double Rate Paid by Recipient

August 4, 1796
Albany to ew York Cit)'

[30
•

6 \er 16



ACT OF 1792

Over 100 Miles~

:"'ot Exceeding 250 ~!iles

17 Ceni Rate

Single Rate Paid b~- Recipient

Augusl 15. 1798

.ew York City to Boston

First Year of Use of the
New York City Clamshell

Handstamp

29mm by 22mm oval.
used from 1798 10 1799

Congress passed an ACT in
1792 that authorized tbe
construction of Postal Roads
that reduced tra\-el dist.anee:s
between New York City and
Boston as \vell as other cities.
These new roads account for
changes in the diSlaDCe of
travel between many cities.

ICorr~ci Raft! or Ovt!rcltargt!d? I
Single Rue Paid by Recipient

April 15. 1793
Philadelphia 10 .-\Jhan~.

The approximate
distance of 250
miles. based on
Postal Routes in
1793, created a
Postal Rate of
either 17r; or 20¢

7 Vrr 016



ACT OF 1792

O\'tr 250 ~1i1 .
~ot Exceeding 3-0 ~tiJ

20 Cent R.te

Single Rate Paid by Recipient

August 25. 1795

Sew York City to Boston_

The letter was probabl~ post«! before completion of new Postal R0>6 . i!ry lbe ACT of 1792.
Prior to the Dew roads. the distmee betvt-een ~ew York and BostoiJ~ .:.55 -.iles~ the R.zte "-as 20c_

Previously
'to

c

Unknown ,
0~

Late Usage of pl,'.UI' ",'>" ('

Confederation

C ~Cancellation .--- .
- .......: ~i /~.I<'n..- ~~az.I/~ ..,N. YORK

Straight-Line .". L AU'-?Confederation • ) / - /'

_hm,!/i)R.-- " /p/u":r~ i Q7>'~7~/hands tamp repone'd
to be used only in ,
1785 and 1786.

(2/fffll~'(/?/
Discover)' Cop~- <.........
Usage during the a

First Federal Rates 7..that began in 1792

.....

- ...

Ver016

Double Rate
Paid b~- Recipient

Au"uS! II. I 98

Philadelphia
to Pro,\.-idence.
Rhode Island

Distance: 275 Miles.
!

\

I

z£vu rJ.vU,. to fJ
, /J tit.

{\ It-h ."I .

•-

•



ACT OF 1792

Over 350 Miles,
Not Exceeding 450 Miles

22 Cent Rate

Single Rate Paid by Recipient

September 10. 1796
Philadelphia to Norfolk, Virginia.

Distance: 365 Miles-

rfl'7Mu:. illiuditv I{.•
. I

dt(rtItM"~

•

'I

.

•

,...
• • tt/

i'
.. , "

~

"

17J~;-~
~~~,

I

-

Double Rate Paid by Recipient

May 13, 1797

Philadelphia to Newbury Port, Massacbusens

Distance: 360 Miles

• •

Vr:r 016



ACT OF 1792

Over 450 Miles
25 Cent Rate

Single Rate Paid by Recipient _

December 23, 1792.

Boston, Massachusetts
to Richmond, Virginia

Distance: 560 Miles.

"" e -
,

_4<: <=: .•

Quadruple Rate Paid by Recipient

July 21,1796

Baltimore, Maryland to Boston, Massachusetts

Distance: 450 Miles

Weight Indicated by Manuscript 1 0 z
•

21
i

Cost of Postage:
2.0 Days of
Labor by

Textile Worker.

10

A.eP1o/.%~a4 t;{!t~ %~"<'~
#' {/. '"

.~~

~--.~

Ver 0 \6



ACT OF 1792

4 Cent Ship Fee for
Delivery at Port of Entry

The ACT OF 1792 established a fee of 4 Cents per letter for processing
incoming ship mail that was paid by the recipient. When the lener was
claimed by the recipient at the Port of Entry Post Office, no additional fee
was imposed because the tener was not transferred beyond the Port of Entry

Dateline: Liverpool. 5 September 1794

Port of Entry: ew York City.

•
4-Cents Paid by

Alsop & Hicks (Merchants)
at the

New York City Post Office

At the time of receipt in
New Yark City. the Ship
Fee of 4 Cents had been
in existence for ahout 27
months and manuscript
fees were still prevalent.

Dateline: London. April 15. 179

Pon of Ent~·: Philadelphia

II

4
4-Cents Paid by Recipient

al the Philadelphia Post Office

\\nen deli"-ered to the Philadelphia
Post Office io ~ay of J797. the
-' Cen hip Fee had been in effect
for approximately five years and
handstamps. bought by Postmasters
at tbe larger port cities. became
,"ery popular laborsaving devices.

Ver 0 I 6



ACT OF 1792

4 Ceot Sbip Fec for
Delivery Beyond Port of Eotr)'

Over 30 Miles,
Not Exceeding 60 Miles
8 Cent Rate

Single Rate

The Ship Fee was often indicated as
a manuscript Shand the Postal Fee.

London to Basion
January 7tb to Marcb 3rd. 1-98

Inland Distance: 38 ~file

Postage: 8c + 4c = l.2c

. - \' .. I
(i:, • f

~~

.

(~fc;;~o~
~adUA/l~

•
Triple lUI.

Dip Fee was a
p<T postal item.

Iclle>d RzI.e ~-as subject to
. _ Di3u..e. ~ and Rate Factors

Dateline:
lm>don. Januaf)- 1. 1796

Pon of Entry:
Boston. April 3. I 96

Boston to _-ev. urypon

Distance: 38 Miles

POSl2.gC: (3 X 'C) + 4c = 28t

Over 60 Miles.
Not Exceedi_og 100 "HI~

10 Cent Rate

Single Rate

Dateline: Charleston. England
February 12. 179

Port of EnID': -ew York
February 29_ 1 9

Inland: ew York
10 Pbiladelpbia

Distance: 95 Miles

Postage: 10¢ + 4¢ = 140

12



ACT OF 1792
4 Cent Ship Fee

Over 100 Miles. '
Not Exceeding 150 Miles

12 1/2 Cent Rate

Dateline:
Birmingham, England

Fehruary 12, J796

Port of Entry:
Baltimore

April 2, J796

Inland:
Baltimore to
Philadelphia

Distance: 105 :'\1iles.

Postage:
12VJ¢ + 4~ := 16 1-:c

.-
Single Rate

• • -

Over 150 ~1il~.

~ot Exceeding 200 ~1iJ~

) 5 Cent Rue

Double Rate

Dateline:
Liverpool, England

~1ay 24. 1798

POrt of Entry:
Boston

Inland:
Boston to Wiscasset.

District of Maine.

Distance: 160 Miles.

Postage:
(lX 15<) + 4< = 34¢

,-vY. .J/7/.t'<'l.,

.~
//t/[//'-t pO--

;%l.//?-t- .-
\

I'



Dateline: London
May 26, 1796

Port of Ent!'Y:
Boston

Inland:
BaSIon to

New York Cit)-

Distance: 25 - ~files

Postage:
20¢ + 4¢ = 24<

•

ACT OF 1792
4 Cent Ship Fee

O,-er 250 l\1iIes,
Not E:xceedi.og 350 Miles

20 Cent Rate

~umber of Sheets of Paper
Illustrates the Rate Progression

ingle Rare

•

Double Rate

..'

Dateline:
London, 1794.

Port of Entry:
~ew York

April 23, 1794.

Inland:
·e'...· York City to

Portsmouth.
! ew Hampshire

Distance: 285 Miles

Postage:
(2 X 20¢) + 4¢ = 44¢

Ver 016



ACT OF 1792
4 Cent Ship Fee

Over 250 Miles, Not Exceeding 350 Miles
20 Cent Rate

Triple Rate

Dateline:
London

August 7, 1794.

Port of Eotry:
New York

Octoher 8, 1794.

Inland:
New York City to

Newburyport.
Massachusens

Distance: 265 Miles

Postage:
(3 X 20¢) + 4c = O-Ic

". ZS La:

Oyer 350 Miles.
~ot Exceeding 450 \1ile-.s

22 Cent Rate

Double Rate

Dateline:
LiYerpool, England

~-1ay 24, 1798

Pnrt of Entry:
Philadelphia

Inland:
Philadelphia to
Kewburyport,
Massachusetts

Distance: 380 Miles

Postage:
(2 X 22¢) + 4¢ = 48¢

15 Ver 016



ACT OF 1792
4 Cent Ship Fee

Over 450 Miles
25 Cent Rate

Six Times the 25 Cent Rate

Weight, Ship Letter, and Rate is Indicated by Manuscript 1 ~ Or J'~ 164

Dateline:
The Hague. Netherlands

July 13, 1792

Port of Entry:
Baltimore

April 4, 1792

Inland:
Baltimore to
Charlestown,

South Carolina

Distance: 600 Miles

Postage:
(6 X 25¢) + 4¢ = 51.54

Cost of Postage:
3.2 Days of Labor
by Textile Worker

2 .-

I \VAY Letter ~

- - ¢
.

The term -Way Lener- applied to a letter. given to a Carrier on his \VAY
10 the next POSt Office. for subsequent delivery. This practice predates
the POSTAL ACT OF 1792. The ACT OF 1 92 does oot mention WAY
Letters and strict interpretation of the ACT prohibits imposition of a fee

"

e ... Single Rate

September 27. 1793

Portsmouth,
~ew Hampshire
to :s'ewburyport,
Massachusetts

Distance: 24 Miles
Rate: 6¢

The future
ACT OF 1799

officially set the
allowable fee for
WAY LETTERS

Vcr 016



III
}let of :Marcli 2, 1799

III

POSTAL FEES
Ship Fee - Deliverv at Port of Entrv 6 Cents
Ship Fee - Beyond Port of Entry Add 2 Cents
Way Letter Fee - Added to Postage Rate I Cent

Drop Letter Fee 1 Cent

8 Cents
10 Cents

17 Cents
12~ Cents

Effective from Date of Passage to January 31, 1815

POSTAGE RATES

Over 40 But Not Exceeding 90 Miles

Over 150 But Not Exceeding 300 Miles

Over 90 But Not Exceeding 150 Miles

Not Exceeding 40 Miles

Over 300 But Not Exceedin 500 Miles 20 Cents
Over 500 Miles 25 Cents

Six Distance Zones. Multiple weight letters charged per the ACT OF 1792. Prepayment optional.
...

Not Exceeding 40 Miles
8 Cent Rate

Single Rate
Prepaid by Sender

July 10, 1810

Easton, Maryland
to Denton. Maryland

Distance: 38 i\files

... /'

, Double Rate
Prepaid by Sender

March 18, 1800

Portsmouth,
New Hampshire to

Newbury Port,
Connecticut.

Distance: 20 Miles.

Straight-Line
PORTSMOUTH N.H.
handstamp used from

1792 to 1800

IJ Vcr 0 I 6



ACT OF 1799

Not Exceeding 40 Miles
8 Cent Rate

Triple Rate Paid by Recipient

November 26, 1802

Portsmouth to Dover, New Hampshire.
Distance: 14 Miles

Straight Line Handstamp with Integral Month of Year.

I"Bootleg Cover" I
Double Rate Paid by Recipient

I'

Written in Marseilles. France.

Privately carried by ship
passenger or crew member

to avoid sea postage and the
2¢ Ship Fee at Port of Entry

Posted in Boston on
March 7.1807

for delivery to Gloucester

Distance: 39 Miles.

Delivery Instructions
probably determined
at the Port of BasIon

To cart of
Capt. John Somes

Gloucester
Cape Ann

•
•

(~ .

\cr •



ACT OF 1799
Over 40 Miles, Not Exceeding 90 Miles

10 Cent Rate

Triple Rate Paid by Recipient
August 23, 1810

Portsmouth. ~ew Hampshire to Boston, Massachusetts. Distance: 60 .\<tiles.
Manuscript Treble Notation in Lower Left Corner

$ • a

pt)rT~,,,,!?<<ffl" <" I
- ,

A. U l,;i J ~IJ ;//1
~~~ T U

V
0

~~eL ~~J
~

#J~..Ilia.: = (

five Times the 10 Ceot Rate Prepaid b~' Sender
September 30, 1800

BostOD. Massachusetts to Providence, Rhode Island. Distance: 48 Miles.

1 1/4 \Veight Indication Prepaid Postage Indication 50

--~\'(r 016

(I@

A/<>

== ;

20



ACT OF 1799

Over 40 Miles,
Not Exceeding 90 Miles

10 Cent Rate

Single Rate Paid by Recipient

October 15, 1801

Boston, Massachusetts to Portsmouth, Rhode Island
Distance: 75 Miles

Boston 28mm C.D.S
With Previously

Unrecorded Variations

The Month not italicized and
Day of Month contains both
upright and italic numerals

Incomplete Address
is a Recipe for

Incorrect Delivery
The Address does not
indicate if the destination
is Portsmouth, Rhode
Island or Portsmouth.
New Hampshire. Each
city is nominally 75 miles
from Boston and would
incur postage of 10 Cents.

Double Rate Paid by Recipient

September IS, 1801

Hudson, New York to Poughkeepsie
Distance: 43 Miles

"

ql!?
~

(1..-,~ C-~~? 1" t
;~

~ .n
(/ cn';1~;[~v/~c-<..J-

7l,:1-L.~ (}:J:£.

\"cr 016



ACT OF 1799

Over 90 Miles,
Not Exceeding
150 Miles
121/2 Cent Rate

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

December 27.1814

Posted approximately
one month prior to

the effective date of
tbe ACT OF 1814

-::.=(~~:===~-==========?~r7~(,..:~, =:::;;;;:;;:::::=;-_-

~' ~. ~j J i~' lid-
.~ h . <ll'

~/:y.J"...d~~ 1·
U~~

IRate Progression

e

= •

• Initial Rate In Error
and Corrected

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

March 17, 1814

New York City to
Kingston, Pennsylvania.

Distance: 140 Miles

Original rate of 17¢
(150 to 300 Miles) in error.

Rate revised at destination
and corrected to 12~ It

•

21

Double Rate
Prepaid by Sender

February 8, 1808

New York City to Philadelphia.

Distance: 95 Miles

,
•,.

\tr 0 III



ACT OF 1799

Over 90 Miles, Not Exceeding 150 Miles
12 1/2 Ceot Rate

Rate Progression

Triple Rate
Paid by Recipient

June 27,1813

Boston,
Massachusetts

to Saco,
District of Maine

Distance: 105 Miles

The state of Maine
was established on

March 16, 1820.

Prior to that date,
Maine was a

District within
Massacbusetts.

•

.J. I
,

,«,
l- )

I,~~_)- jf{I-}J[(( ,S

J'

Fi,.-r Times tbe 12-1/2 Cent Rate Paid b~' Recipient

Portland. District of Maine. to Boslon
Distance: 115 Miles

171
0Z., Weight Indication 62-~Postage Indication .&0

2 /

~//i~~
/#~

;7o.H~-----
,.



ACT OF 1799

Over 150 Miles, ~ot -Exceeding 300 Miles ,

I17 Cent Rate c/hn.d~d~:JjJ"£ 7In Transit During the
Change in Postal Acts

~i' /'
Single Rate It ;I;; J £/~ J'pPaid by Recipient

'"
.~ t-;(~V_" £M-~~

!Posted January 30.1815.
v: - "~.,.r: - , //

:/~i /~in Northumberland. ·Y.
and received in ew York

__/b,4/r~City on February 8. 181 - \
Distance: 230 Miles. ;'. I
Posted 2 days before the I

ACT OF 1799 ended and t/ :
received 7 days after tbt" I - . .

WARRATESbcgan.•

17¢ Rate marked ~-nen lener ~"ur~d the mail. When recei\:ed. the postage was the new 25 ~ c War Rate

iii

•

~~/~ 'h-J~L
,(;'-t:.~.:.~~ J
£O<-H-:'-' ftc~

C!~~yf/~,

Initial Rate In Error and
Corrected at Destination
Result Still in Error

Single Rate Paid by Recipient

July 16. 1809
Greenwich. Connecticut to
Columbia. Pennsylvania.

Distance: 192 Miles.

The initial rate nf JOc (40 to 90 miles)
was in significant error and the revised
rate of 121',< (90 tn 150 miles) was still
in error. The correct rale is 17c for the
distance of more than 150 to 300 miles

2J

Initial Rate in Error and
Corrected at Destination

Single Rare
Paid b:y Recipient

October 30. 1802
ew York City to

Bradford, Pennsyl,-ania.
Distance: 267 Miles

The original rate of lOt
was drastically in error.
The rate was corrected
at the destination to 17 f!.

r

--~

\er 16



ACT OF 1799

Over 150 Miles, Not Exceeding 300 :\til6
17 Cent Rate

IRate Progression I
Double Rate

Prepaid by Sender

October 25, 1802

New York City
to Albany.

Distance: 162 Miles.
Near Lower Limit for Rate.

Fiye Times the 17 Cent Rate for I ~ Ounces. Prepaid by Sender

May 21. 1812

~ortbampton. Massachusens 10 Philadelphia. Pennsyhl!llia.
Distance: 290 Miles. 'ear Upper Limit for R~:e.

Weigbt. Prepayment. and Rate Indication 1 1/4 0 z ([' aid 8 5

,

••
f '

f1



ACT OF 1799 • ,

Over 300 Miles,
Not Exceeding
SOO Miles
20 Cent Rate

I"Bootleg Cover"

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

Privately carried from
France to Boston to
avoid Ship Postage

Arrived in Boston on
August 13. 1801 and

mailed to Philadelphia
Distance: 315 Miles.

'.

Double Rate
Paid b~- Recipient

July 21. 1801

Philadelphia to
Xewburypon.
~(assachusens

Distance: 380 ~1jles.

ITerritorial Destination I
I Northwest Territory­

Single Rate Paid by Recipie'Dt
June 20. I 99

Winchester. Yirginia to
Chillicothe (in area of futu.re Ohio)
The Northwest Territory was
established on July 13. 1- - b~

the Continental Congress.

The state of Ohio was created on
March 1, 1803. Later Indiana.
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin. and
part of Minnesota were fonned
from the Northwest Territor')

"j,,
..



ACT OF 1799
Over 500 Miles
25 Cent Rate

ITerritorial Origin

Mississippi Territory
Single Rate

Paid by Recipient
January 26,1810

Natchez to
Charlotte, Vermont

Distance: 1,560 Miles.
Natchez 26mm

Territorial Handstamp
High "Z" VaTiet:'"

NATez M T
Handstamp used from
December 20, 1809
to October, 1817

(

,-

The Mississippi Territory existed from April 7, 1798
to December 10, 1817. It was organized in 1798 from
land comprising the southern half of the present states
of Alabama and Mississippi. In 1804, Congress
extended the boundaries of the Territory to include
the Georgia Cession. tatutes enacted in March of
1817 promoted an arrangement for the division of the
~ississippi Territory iow tbe state of Mississippi in
the west and the Ala ama Territory in the eastern part.
On December 10. 1817. the division was fInalized and the
western portion was admitted as tbe State of Mississippi

i ;ew Orleans Territory II
Double Rate

Paid by Recipient
July 8,1810

~ew Orleans Territory to
Ponsmouth, New Hampshire.

Distance: 1,600 Miles.

The Territory of Orleans was
established on October 1, 1804.

~ew Orleans, and the Territory
of Louisiana, was admitted to

the Union as the State of
Louisiana on April 30, 1812.

The population of the city of
INew Orleans in 1810 was
approximately 17,250 people

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1799

Over 500 Miles
2S Cent Rate

Single Rate Paid by Recipient

June 26, 1806

Norfolk, Virginia to Wenham, Massachusetts.
Distance: 590 miles.

Capt. John Moulton
served in the

Revolutionary War
as a Colonel in the

Third Massachusetts
Regiment.

.: ,

• , -F ow ...... - ,

Delivery Notation

To be lefl al Ihe
post offici! B~v~rl)"

&'lPk---#~~

~~~

Triple Rate Paid b~' Recipient

Three times the 25 Cent Rate for 3 -t Oun es.
June 7,1811

Fayeneville. 'onh Carolina to Boston. .\fassachUSC'P..s.
Distance: 760 Miles.

-
.'

(

/

, .

Cost of Postage:
1.5 Days of
Labor by

Textile Worker.

(

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1799

IForwarding I

Apparently, payment of 17 ¢
was made when received in

Huntington Mills and the
letter was fe-addressed to

Downings Town.

Forwarded to Downingslown
on September 22, 1802

Forwarding
Distance: 38 Miles

Rate: 8t

28

Multiple Forwarding

Philadelphia to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Distance: 106 :\1:1Ie5. Rate: 12 Y:! C
Forwarded from Harrisburg to ew Castle, Delaware. Distance: 92 Miles. Rate: 12 'l2¢
Forwarded from ew Castle to Lewes Town, Delaware. Distance: 82 Miles. Rate: lO¢

Total Postage Paid by Recipient: 35 (

Distance and Postal Rate Between Point of Origin and Final Destination
Philadelphia to Lewes Town, Delaware: Distance: 134 Miles. Rate: 12 VJ¢

Ver 016



ACT OF 1799

6 Cent Ship Fee for
Delivery at Port of Entry

Dateline:
Hamburg. 19 June 1799

Docketing ).lotation:
Received in Philadelphia
nn 23 September 1799.

Port of Emr:y Fee
of 6 Cents indicated by

Philadelphia Ship ~larking

6 in Circle

2 Cent Ship Fee for
Drln ery Be)'ood Port of Entry

~ot :"tlore tban 40 Miles
8 Cent Rate

Double Rate

Da eli e: ;\o'"ember 30, 1803
Amsterdam. Holland

Recei\"ed in ~ewp()rt, Rhode Island
January 17. 1804

Inland: :Se~-port to Providence
Distance: 39 Miles.

(2 X 8~) + 1£ Ship Fee; 18¢

Over 40 Mile.s.
Not More than 90 'tiles
10 Cent Rate

Single Rate

Atlantic Casia)
Domestic Shippin_

April 23. 1808

BostOD. Massachusens
to Portsmoutb_

. ew Hampshire.

Distance: 65 :\-files

10¢ + U Ship Fee; 11£

29

.' c~~1IJJ

t'r~~.#d£yc
/Ah-?77~-

•
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ACT OF 1799

2 Cent Ship Fee

Over 90 Miles,
Not More than 150 Miles

12 1/2 Cent Rate

Single Rate

Domestic Origin

Atlantic
Costal Shipping

September 27, 1810

Charleston.
South Carolina
to Savannah,

Georgia

12Yi¢ + 2¢ = 14Yic

Manuscript Sh
indicating

"Ship" letter.

- • • -

Multiple Weight, llh Ounces
Six Times the 12lh Cent Rate

Written in London on March 22. 1808

Transported via Ship "Liberty" and received in Ph.iladelphia.
Receiving date in the C.D.S., apparently 10 AUG. is the in orrect month.

The ship "Uberly" arrived in Philadelphia 00 APR I L 10. 1808

Philadelphia 10 'lew York City. Distance: 112 Miles. Rale: (6 X 12Yic) + 2<i = 77¢

=

30

--

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1799

2 Cent Ship Fee

Over 150 Miles,
Not More than 300 Miles
17 Cent Rate

Single Rate and Forwarded

Dateline: LondoD. 1805
Received in Philadelphia and

sent to Patuxent, Maryland
Distance: 160 Miles

Forwarded to Huntingtown
Distance: 5S Miles

17¢ + 2¢ Ship Fee + 8c Forwarding
27¢ Total Postage

-.- • i ; I

O'Hr 300 ~1iles,

Not ~ore than 500 Miles
20 Cent Rate

Single Rate

Domestic Atlantic
Costal Shipping

December 9, 1807

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to·
Portsmouth. New Hampshire

Distance: 360 Miles

20e + 2< Ship Fee = 22c

Over 500 Miles,
25 Cent Rate

Single Rate

Written in Bordeaux. France
July 25, 1809

Received in Philadelphia July 31

Philadelphia to French Consulate in
Charleston (written Charlestown),

South Carolina
(Caroline au Sud)

Distance: 700 Miles

25¢ + 2¢ Ship Fee = 27¢

31



ACT OF 1799

1 Ceot WAY Letter Fee ~

The ACT OF 1799 describes a \VAY Letter as a lener that is received by - ... the post rider..."
who is traveling between post offices, and upon ..... receiving any WAY letter... shall deliver
the same...at the ftrst post-office to which they shall afterwards arri~e._.addingto the rate
of each way letter, one cent. which shall be paid by the postmaster to the mail carrier"

May 26, 1799

Bedford, Pennsylvania
to Philadelphia

Distance: 213 :\'1iles

Rate:
17¢+I¢WAYFee=1 <

It Cent DROP Letter Fee I
The 1 Cent DROP Letter Fee is a gratuity to the Postmaster for handling the
letter. The fee was retained by the local Postmaster fOT recei,.-jog the letter at
the Post Office and holding it for direct transfer to the addressee. DROP Letters
wefe handled solely by the local Postmaster and did not enter the mail system.

January 19, 180 I.

32 VerOl6



ACT OF 1799

On December 23,1814, Congress passed a POSTAL ACT that imposed a 50 percent
surcharge on Domestic Postal Rates and rescinded the surcharge on March 31, 1816. III

)let of (j)eeem6er 23, 1814
III

Three letters, sent by the same person and addressed to the same destination, were
mailed between June 4,1814 and April 17, 1816, and span three POSTAL ACTS.

Effective February 1, 1815, to March 30, 1816
War Rate Surcharge of 50 Percent is applied to Domestic Letter Rates

/z

ACT OF
APRIL 9,1816

Iii For lin To ,0 Mile.

ACT OF
FEBRUARY 1, 1816
RESTORED RATES
One Month Duration
March 31 to April 30

8¢ For Up To 40 Miles

ACT OF DECEMBER 23,1814
WAR RATES 50% SURCHARGE
February I, 1814 to March 30,1816

12¢ For Up To 40 Miles

! ','
~ ,~,),

• 4,_4

r; {t l. I Ii h-..,e toy fi (L <:tt 1-<...U<.- ~ "'"'

/;'0 -f:f ur:l '1' f/~ gJ ;
vf'n-Pl- f~UC~H~/L

.- ..

I.

ACT OF 1799

8¢ For Up
To 40 Miles

POSTAGE RATES POSTAL FEES
Not Exceeding 40 Miles 12 Cents Ship Fee - Delivered at Port of Entry 9 Cents
Over 40 But Not Exceeding 90 Miles 15 Cents Ship Fee - Beyond Port of Entry Add 2 Cents
Over 90 But Not Exceeding 150 Miles 18 '/.0 Cents Way Letter Fee - Added to Postage Rate 1Cent
Over 150 But Not Exceeding 300 Miles 25 Y, Cents Drop Letter Fee 1 Cent
Over 300 But Not Exceeding 500 Miles 30 Cents
Over 500 Miles 37 'I:z Cents

Six Zones. Multiple weight letters charged according to ACT OF 1792. Prepayment optional.

Paid by Recipient

February 9, 1815

Posted during the
first month of the
WAR RATES

GRAPH

of tlie

RATES OF THE
ACT OF 1799,

tlie

WAR RATES,

ana tlie

RESTORED
RATES

ACT OF
DECEMBER 23, 1814
50 PERCENT WAR
RATE SURCHARGE

Not Exceeding 40 Miles
12 Cent

WAR RATE

ACT OF
MARCH 2,1799

Not Exceeding
40 Miles
8 Cents

April 17, 1816

Posted approximately
midway during the

31 day duration of the
RESTORED RATES

June 4,1814

Portland, Maine to
Gentlemen Selectmen

or Overseers of the Poor
North Yarmouth

Distance: 18 Miles

FUTURE
ACT OF

FEBRUARY 1, 1816
WAR RATE

SURCHARGE OF 50%
REPEALED

Rates of 1799 Restored

Not Exceeding 40 Miles
8 Cents

I

,

/f). ; ".
I

"fe-£Z~~Dt JdL~)

o-v tIY~J:t!-£'" 7~~~~
I";'~-?~

-

1 ,fl'R-i d ~
/
(

.)

)

Congress reduced the debt from the War of 1812 by imposing a 50% surcharge on the postage rates
of the ACT OF 1799 by the ACT OF DECEMBER 23, 1814 (the WAR RATES). Fourteen months

later Congress abolished the surcharge by the ACT OF FEBRUARY 1, 1816 (the RESTORED RATES)

n \\"r (II b



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

Not Exceeding 40 Miles
12 Cent Rate

r

/ •

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

November 24, 1815

New Haven to
Southbury, Connecticut.

Distance: 26 Miles.

== - Double Rate
Paid by Recipient

February 14, 1815

Williamsport to
HagerslO".-n.
~1aryland.

Distance: 7 :\<tiles

~ Last Day of Rate I
Single Rate

Prepaid by Sender

March 30.1816

Hartford to .ew HaveD~

Connecticut

Distance: 37 Miles

35

-
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ACT OF 1814
\l'ar Rate Surcharge

Over 40 Miles,
Sot Exceeding 90 ~1iles

15 Cent Rate

i.ogle Rate Paid b:y Recipient

March 17. 1816
~liddleto\.'\"U to Tolland. Connecticut

p _ (h-e-r~b2rged: Historical maps indicate the travel distance
~ _lic,:HeloD and Tolland was approximately 39 to 40 ~tiles.

/

ck:1~ /;;
. <;//IJ-~~H~ V/I .'

.///1/; /I~~ /eJtlMu4.

011/lV:

Double Rate Paid by Recipient

July 22. 1815
Baltimof'C'_ ~l~'land to Hagerstown, Maryland. Distance:

Corusponden e contained legal documents concerning busin
~files

. c/ /'--

/1~~~
C:4/~~ ,6:,~

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

Over 90 Miles,
Not Exceeding 150 ~1ilt

183/4 Cent Rate

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

July II, 1815

New York City
to Philadelpllla

Distance:
112 Miles.

• -

ID~
,
//~uL / /. .."

' .. ....
'" h, .. {/fJ.l~•.'

\ I . ~~I1'-.b ~

f%k//~~~*
iogle Rate

Pre-p::t.id b~- cader

"S"o\-ember 11. 1 15

Philadelphia
to Baltimore

Distance:
II 0 ~iles.

Possibly
Overcharged

Single Rate
Prepaid by Sender

March 24.1815

Harrisburg to
Allentown.

Pennsylvania
Distance:

Approximately 90 Miles

Maximum Distance for
the 15 Cent Rate is
"Not Exceeding

90 Miles"

37



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

Over 90 Miles,
Not Exceeding 150 Miles
183/4 Ceot Rate

Initial Rate Incorrect
Rate Corrected at Destination
by Obliterating Original Rate

Double Rate
Paid by Recipient

Jaouar)' 2. 1815

Savanna. Georgia to
CharlestoD. outh Carolina

Distance: 110 ~files
,

•

" ., / ,} v •

Rate C.rn-cted b~­

Adding I 3/4 e
r. O~D:II Rate

Double Rate
Paid by Recipient

December 7.1815

Boston.
~f busens
[0 Hz\ erbill.

_-e90 H~pshire

Dis"..an~ I 65 ~tiIes

ICorrect Rate I
Double Rate

Prepaid
by Sender

July 25,1815

Goshen to Albany.
New York

Distance:
110 Miles

38
-



February 17, 1816

Medford,
Massachusetts
to Woolwich.

District of Maine

Distance: 158 Miles

The population of
Medford in 1816 was
approximately 1.450

ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

Over 150 Mile.
:\ot Exceeding 300 ~Iil..

25 1/2 CeDt Rate

ingle Rate Prepaid by eadu

IRate Pr a

Ooublr Rate Paid bJ RrriPKDI
_'o\CiDM L 1 15-

~ew Yoit Ci~ 0 AI: -~

Distan«: 16_ ~Iiles

- /

Archibald Mcintyre was the
~ew York State Comptroller

from 1806 to 1821

VcrOl6



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

Over 150 Miles, Not Exceeding 300 Miles
25 1/2 Cent Rate

Rate Progression

Triple Rate Prepaid by Sender
Written on January 17, 1816 and Posted on January 18, 1816

ew York City to Albany
;s _

Quadruple Rate Prepaid b~- oder
Wrineo on ~farch 31. 1815 and Posted on.-\.p -I I. 1 E

Geneya. :'\ew York to AI ...
Distance: 20 I ~liles

q se ee % n

-
I.



First Usage: New York City to Utica. Double Rate Paid by SenderACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

Over 150 Miles,
Not Exceeding 300 Miles
25 1/2 Cent Rate

PAID 51 [RATE]

(2u2-e <.-;.

CY-nu-d tL 0tJ1-~-tr

> •

"-u
""~o
)-

~
~

Z
o-

."= .~

o -
~ ;;;)
~

'"

Turned Cover at
Multiple Rates

I First Usage I
December 15, 1815

New York City to Utica
Distance: 240 Miles

Rale of 25 v,¢ per Sheet.
Legal document contained

within cover and transferred
from Sender to Recipient

Double Rate
2 X 2SV,¢ = Rate of 51 ¢

ISecond Usage I
December 24, 1815

Returned to Initial Sender:
Utica to New York City

Legal document removed
from cover by Recipient,
note of gratitude added,
and returned to Sender

Single Rate
Rate of2SV,¢

Probably
Unique Turned Cover
During the WAR RATE

Time Period

Economic Analysis

Initial Correspondent:
Prepaid Rate of 5 I ¢

Replying Correspondent:
Indicated gratitude and

mailed as "Postage Due"
at the Rate of25 Y2¢

Initial Correspondent
Paid Total Postage of

76V,¢

Cost of Postage:
1.5 Days of Labor by

Textile Worker



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

Over 300 Miles,
Not Exceeding 500 ~1iJe

30 Cent Rate

Single Rate
Paid b~· Recipient

February 19. 1816

ew York City
to Brunsv.;ck.

District of ~Iaine.

Distance: 350 Miles.

II

;
•

n~!I ~}
'~,1

fJ~1Ce ~r- ~,;U'.-
!-

•

•

la
}~, '- -

Possibly Overcharged.
At Low Limit for Rate

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

October 28, 1815

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
to Troy on Fall River,

Massachusetts

Distance: 299 to 301 Miles.

The Maximum Distance for
the 25 Y, ¢ Rate is 300 Miles.

42

= E

,

\

-

Si.ngle Rate
Prepaid by Sender

~lay 18, 1815

Pittsburgh to
Pbiladelpbia

Distance: 305 Miles.

-
•

"



~------

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient
February 22,1815

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to
Portsmouth. New Hampshire

Distance: 340 Miles
Originally Marked at 25 ~¢ for

distance of 150 to 300 Miles
Corrected to 30 Cent Rate.

Original Rate in Error and
Corrected at Destination

ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge
Over 300 Miles,
Not Exceeding 500 Miles
30 Cent Rate

Written Aboard Warship Bound for
Action Against Barbary Coast Pirates

Triple Rate Paid by Recipient

Dateline and Posted:
September 7,1815

Norfolk, Virginia to
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Distance: 360 Miles
Three times the 3 a¢ Rate for 3/4 Ounces

---'

Written aboard the U.S.S. John Adams, a light Frigate. thaI was built in 1799.
The letter concludes: .. We are ofl to the Meditteranean (sic) tomorrow."

The voyage, beginning on S e p t em b e r 8, 1815, was to matntain "aval Forces
in the 1editerranean to prevent the Barbary Coast Pirates from attacking

international shipping. The ship returned to the United States in early 1816

·n

,.
•

•

•
Cost of

Postage:
1.8 Days of
Labor by

Textile
Worker.

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

Over 300 Miles, Not Exceeding sao Miles
30 Cent Rate

ITerritorial Origin I
-

Earliest Known ,r L()l"\'"
Use of ST. LOUIS .

Straight-Line ILLV 11 c/•
July 17, 1815

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

,
I

St. Louis,

I., (Missouri Territory <
to Lexington, Kentucky

.ftt'!ATS ir:'"Distance: 345 Miles Il1lfj
I

Straight-line Postmarks / / - .<//.~<I/were fIrst adopted when
,-

Robert Simpson became ~{I// (l./ 1////i(/! /1Postmaster in St. Louis
from 1815 until 1818

Territorial Destination with
Rate Corrected at Destination

Single Rate Paid by Recipient
November 20. 1815

Chillicothe. Ohio to Kaskaskia, Illinois Territory. Distance: 480 Miles
Originally Rated 3 7~ t for "Distance Greater Than 500 Miles" and corrected at destination

--:--.,
~ r Tr.o~

I ..."" /.;......
( 1'" av. 20 l', .

" lJlllO.".---- JUadJr 5~~
~7?b~~
/-raAa--j~ )

C~~

Ver 016



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

Over 500 Miles
37 1/2 Cent Rate

Single Rate
Prepaid b~' Sender

May 25.1815

Boston, Massachusens to
Pittsburgh. Pennsyh'ania

Distance: 5 - ~{iles

P AI D Handstzmp

-R; ,.
I

., ,
£ a $ ,1'9/.
J:u,~~.£7f~r

l'

•

•

,il

to , "' l\b • ,-n • • ./
• { : {f/- dlO \., I: )

oJ71• cf ,,1 '/...J"~~• <,..... M) '(" ). <", - ,.. • ~ I ' - -, •

I Possibl~' O,,·ercharged I
April 9. 1816

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

Octnber 17, 1815

Hillsboro, Maryland
to Hopkinton,

:\"ew Hampshire

Distance: 500 Miles

~ear Lower Limit
for 37 1 Cent Rate

Territorial Destination

September 19. 1815

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

Nashville, Tennessee.
to Natchez,

Mississippi TerritOr)·

Distance: 545 Miles

Nashville 30mm by 22mm
Oval Handstamp was used
only during 1815 and 1816

fJJU~- .~~

~v/7£J::1+'«4-Y~~~.#~

~1..2d-~-__
t
~

I

0"



I

J,

« E

---..,......--
V

•

=
•

•

\' :~~ ~l .'

0¢ld~y~~4~

~.~

Previously
Unknown Late
Usage of CD.S.

July 11,1815

Augusta, Georgia
to Philadelphia

Distance: 700 Miles

Circular Date Stamp:

AUGA GA

The Final A' 5 in
Augusta and Georgia

are Superscript

References indicate this
C.D.S. was used only

from 180010 1814

Discovery Copy
of usage during the

WAR R·UES

ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

Over SOO Miles
37 1/2 Ceot Rate

.,
>

(

IForwarding I
Single Rate

Paid b~· Recipient

~farch5, 1815
Canandaigua. ew York
to Lowville. ew York

Distance: 150 Miles

Forwarded from Lowville to
~fiddletown_ Connecticut.

Distance: 290 Miles,
Al Upper Limit af25 v,¢ Rale

Total Postage: 5 I ¢

Direct Route: Canandaigua to
Middletown is 335 Miles and
Poslage would have been 30¢

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

9 Cent Ship Fee for
Delivery at Port of Entry

The \Var Rate Surcharge of 50 Percent created a 9 Cent Postal Fee for
lncoming Ship Mail at the Port of Entr:)' and it applied to all incoming
letters regardless of whether the origin was domestic or international

ateline:

j'U?<V .J£/~ewport --e29.1815 ...
~ceived in --

vidence on
e 30,1815 ,
orted by ship

~,.....A~,~~"<£.-",- \
' I,

ward down ,
gansett Bay, '-
Ily 25 miles.

-#~-;;;$ -rovidence

D
N

Jun

Re
Pro
Jun

Transp
south

Narra
nomina

to P

November 25, 1815
orfalk. Virginia to Baltimore, Maryland

Transported by Ship Northward up Narragansett Bay nominally 165 miles to Baltimore.

Because all SHIP letters to the Port of Entry were not subject to inland postage, the letters incurred
only the 9¢ Ship Fee. Charles Burrall, the Postmaster of Baltimore during tbe WAR RATES, only
applied the SHIP bandstamp and did not bother to indicate the 9¢ Fee at the Baltimore Port of Entry

•

~

\~
V

~

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1814
"-2r Rate Sunbarge

2 Cent Ship Fee
Deli~er) Be~oDd Port .r E.t~

Over 90 Miles,
Not Exceeding
150 Miles
18 3/4 Cent Rate

Single Rate

Dateline: London
December 23. 1815

Port of Entry:
New York City
March 4, 1816

Inland Delivery:
Philadelphia

Distance: 113 Miles

18%¢ + 2¢ = 20%<

- ... 4

...

~'ol/:eY~ I

"~~ \

.~/#.d
,,

.
) . \. -

, ,'=fftj'',( -L. ~ . L-. ·uJt.:-.J ~, ,,') , ,

, ~ ,,- -"", i;:9~ 1tuHj/
~ ~I/I"f> j i1 cI

Double Rate

roland Domestic Rate
is Subject to Distance

and Rate Factors
Plus the 2 Cent Ship Fee,

Dateline:
Bordeaux, France
January 16, 1816

Port of Entry:
New York City
March II, 1816

Last Month of the
War Rate Surcharge

Inland Delivery:
Philadelphia

Distance: 113 Miles.

(2 X 18%¢) + 2¢ Fee = 39Y,¢

Ver 016



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

2 Cent Ship Fee

Over t 50 Miles,
Not More than 300 Miles
25 1/2 Cent Rate

Posted 19 Days Before the InvQsion I
of Guadeloupe on August 8, 1815 I

Dateline: Pointe-a.-Pitre, Guadeloupe
July 20,1815

Port of Entry: New York City.
August 12, 1815

Inland Delivery: New York City
to Newburyport. Massachusetts

Distance: 265 Miles
25Y:z ¢ + 2£ = 2 I: C

-
..

Guadeloupe is an archipelago among the leeward Islands in the E==C~~~.~;~~~~~~the Islandsfrom 1810 to 1813 when it was ceded to v.-eden as a conscq_ ox 0 - the .' . 2tS.. In J 14. weden
transferred the islands to France by the Tre:at)'· of Paris and the F DeT~ of Vienna in
March 1815. However. Britain sought to regain Guadeloupe and us in mid-July. 1815.

J arrived a/This Pon YUlerday.•.a:fi:er Q long & lediOllS~ J~ c:-. lD n"'1} • ins This place
is in a complete stale 0 COIJjjaion.. TMy D:jNet ny,)" htnu.-hm 1M Eie!_. an au.ar.l on dw Island
as lhey are still under 1M .\·apoIean (sic) Rag_ T1rrr is 1101 a ",de"" .. aJ!J lind ofCD1 0 er for
our cargo. While WTiring 1M Imer. INn ~'m a gouleman lold 1M tM P.n ICC 1l1IKb~~1iby lite English.

Onr 300 Miles.
~ot More than SOD ~til~

30 CeDt Rate

•
•

\'\

Single Rate

Daieline:
Buenos Ayres. Argentina

December 1815

Pnn of Entry:
Annapolis. Maryland,

January 17, 1816

Inland Delivery:
Annapolis to

Providence. Rhode Island

Inland Distance:
405 Miles

30e + 2¢ Ship Fee = 32¢

Ver 016



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

11 Cent WAY Letter fee I
1 Cent Fee Added to Domestic Letter Rate Postage

F £

,

• "

Dateline:
February 26, 1816

Date Posted:
February 27

(Manuscript in C.D.S.)

Norfolk to Hartford,
Connecticut.

Distance: 37 Miles.

Letter Rate of 12 ¢ for
Distance Up to 40 Miles

Postage:
12¢ + I¢ Way Fee = 13¢

I Correct Rate or Undercharged? I

- -

~ v ?ij'7--*Nn~

, U6f:.-ru:h./i"7J:."
•'.>. )

Dateline:
Sterling, Massachusetts

March 12, 1816

In 1816. the distance by
roads between Sterling
and Lynn was 54 Miles.

The direct distance is
42.4 Miles.

(fobtained by the mail
carrier within 40 miles

of Lynn, the rate of
12¢ + I¢ Way Fee = 13¢

is the correct postage.

If obtained by the mail
carrier while traveling

within the town of
Sterling, the correct

postage should have been
15¢ + I ¢ Way Fee = 16¢

50 Ver 016



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

IDROP Letter Fee I
The "DROP Letter Fee" is a gratuity paid to the local Postmaster for
holding correspondence that is received and picked up at the Post Office.
Delivery was not involved and the fee was retained by the local Postmaster.

11 Cent DROP Leller Fee I
Dateline:

August 24. 1815.
Boston,

Massachusetts

Less than 10 examples of
the authorized One Cent
DROP Fee during the
WAR RATES are known

Siegel Census

,

} I A"
"

/~R~8r
ea-l~;7~
e.-eu:. ...t1L~ ~/'.l-

. ~~

Unauthorized 1 ~ Cent
DROP Letter Fee

, I

. ~
~
--=:::

...-ich~· (it c/: ~~ ."
l ~ .?'fYK' ?j--- .

,', .\ r",
'1 ', .1/ U /a 4. ' £/ >::f--' cn-rfi/r/uu

\--t:. ~ .- L

, .~ ,
,

c$d/~-
. •

L

,

Dateline: January 2, 1816.
Albany. ew York

The
1 Cent DROP Letter Fee

was not subject to the
WAR RA TE Surcharge.

This fact was not known.
or possibly ignored by,
some local Postmasters.

Four examples of the
I ~/zt unauthorized Drop
Fee during the WAR

RATES are known .

Siegel Census

Internal Notation: Nrc'd. Jan. 4. 1816 Elaborate Manuscript Fee olation

~l Vr:r 016



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcharge

The WAR RATE Surcharge imposed a high cost for mail. Letters that were
sent unpaid and remained unclaimed after delivery were a financial burden for
the Post Office because service was rendered but revenue was not received.

:====:::~:~~~~;;;;;;;:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:=~R~e~p,ortsent FREE
~ ~ on January J. 1816,

. .. .
0.I-.1:·J- d L;fZu, '----..->~/ ~.z ~. t?...4:r{P':%'k from the Kingston,

a /- r ~ New Hampshire,.- -~ '1" rn-- .....~ ,.,......,:/' ;?;f:?'6 Post Office, to the
Postmaster Genera1

~ 21';L •.;:) .t:'~'h.&k ;y '7",;t;, ~ , ..2.5' :/ listing letters...

/1..<- t:-e ......t ...... //~__.....L~ ~ ... ' / l tr••• remaining at
/, b .<,' '-, ;'.2 the Post Office

{-1f.<., ~ /.I~ ""?,/. • in Kingston N.H.
I /-<"-'-";L7~~.:7#

IL£.....~ .Jf~..,~ p... Jan. 1, 1816.'
- , 75'2f ~ -< Unclaimed

b..-..·d C,.-v......:.,..d'_/,)<:.' &:;-.- /j"!. letters were
y( vYv'fL7 .J}'<-L..~ zJ--7 /" cbarged the

L c£.' --.- WAR RATE
I ' '-~. PZ;' (,.. -~,/4~c ~/ 7.<: -),. S b
~"":ll hi, ~ ure arge
:.. ... 4"'-"J ~..,l_,'/ "" 0 /2 b
,,) y.... .7:.* 1. J~--. ..... ~ho.-.....-...... ~ ut were not
-.f ......-<..2 ~ dJ_-" -._-._- ;7 0 H paid for at
• ....., ~-'t -, "/.....4· -<..0
~,,"--"~'! • ~ _ __ the Kingston
-::., ~ . ...,. "- Ail-"7 7Z.'~. ./-<: Post Office.

(,.. ........-z...... L-...;"v
" ... -. - 2..5""

F ,/ l.-

-$/,7/ y..

Erroneous Application of the Future RESTORED RATE During the Time Frame of the \VA..R R.-'\TES

Hartford to New Haven
Distance: 44 Miles

16

The WAR RATE surcharge
was repealed by the ACT
OF FEBRUARY 1, 1816.
The future rate reduction
was well known by early
March. It is possible the
Hartford Postmaster may
have been under the false
impression the reduced
rates were immediately in
effect and charged the
future RESTORED RATE
of 10 Cents instead ofthe
correct IS¢ WAR RATE

•



ACT OF 1814
War Rate Surcbarge

I Conclusion of the WAR RATES and the Two Different Rates Created in Rapid Succession I III
)let of Pe6ruary 1, 1816

III
Three letters, sent by the same person and addressed to the same destination, were
mailed between February 23 and June 3 of 1816, and span three POSTAL ACTS.

Effective Sunday, Marcb 31, 1816, to Tuesday, April 30, 1816
Surcbarge oftbe ACT OF 1814 Repealed and RATES of tbe ACT OF 1799 are RESTORED

ACTOI'
FEBRUARY I, 1816
RESTORED RATES
One Month Duration
March 31 to April 30

8¢ For Up To 40 Miles

ACT OF
APRIL 9, 1816

6¢ For Up To 30 Miles

ACT OF DECEMBER 23, 1814
WAR RATES 50% SURCHARGE
February I, 1814 to Marcb 30, 1816

12¢ For Up To 40 Miles

I

ACT OF 1799

8¢ For Up
To 40 Miles

POSTAGE RATES
Not Exceeding 40 Miles 8 Cents
Over 40 But Not Exceeding 90 Miles 10 Cents
Over 90 But Not Exceeding 150 Miles 121/, Cents
Over 150 But Not Exceeding 300 Miles 17 Cents
Over 300 But Not Exceeding 500 Miles 20 Cents
Over 500 Miles 25 Cents

I Six Zones. Multiple weight letters charged according to ACT OF 1792. Prepayment optional. I

ACT OF
FEBRUARY 1, 1816

WAR RATES
REPEALED

GRAPH

of the

WAR RATES,

the

RESTORED
RATES,

ana the

NEW RATES
OF 1816

April 16, 1816

Posted in the middle of
the one-month duration

of the
RESTORED RATES

Not Exceeding 40 Miles
8 Cent

RESTORED RATE

ACT OF
APRIL 9, 1816

NEW RATES AND
DISTANCE ZONES

Not Exceeding 30 Miles
6 Cent NEW RATES

June 3, 1816

ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

Distance and Rate
Revised:

Not Exceeding 30 Miles,
Rate Reduced to 6¢

ACT OF
DEC. 23, 1814
WAR RATES
SURCHARGE

Not Exceeding
40 Miles

12 Cent W AR RATE

February 23, 1816

Green Castle,
Pennsylvania to

Hagerstown,
Maryland

Distance: 13 Miles

8¢ X 150%= 12¢

6

--------

When tbe WAR RATE Surcharge was repealed, the previous postal rates that were established
by the ACT OF 1799 were RESTORED for 3 I days. Soon afterwards, the ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816
established a completely new set of six postal zones and postal rates that took effect on May 1, 1816.

3 Vcr Olb



ACT OF
FEBRUARY 1. 1816

Restored Rates

Not Exceeding 40 Miles
8 Cent Rate

The RESTORED RATES were in effect for only 31 days. These two Folded Letter Sheets
were mailed by the same individual, to the same recipient, within this brief time frame and
at two different postage rates due to the number of sheets of paper in the correspondence.

Single Weight
Williamsport to Hagerstown, Maryland

Distance: 8 Miles
Posted on Wednesday, April 17, 1816

"

Double Weigbt
Posted on Wednesday, April 24.

-
1816

VtrOl6
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• I

. 20 ;.; "-- /
Over 40 Miles,
Not Exceeding 90 Miles
10 Cent Rate

ACT OF -::.===================-....=;;;-;;;"1
FEBRUARY 1. 1816
Restored Rates

Single Rate
Paid bv Recipient

April 20, 1816

Cooperstown. ew York
to Albany, ev.- York

Distance: 75 Miles

IRate Progression I

-+

\

Double Rate
Prepaid b~- Sender

April 25. 1816

>;ewbllfypon
to Stoughton.
Massachusens

Distance: 60 Miles

E

...,
I

)

dJe-~cr-.

C.-<.44'-=

/
~.

'I

Quadruple Rare
Paid by Recipient

April 22, 1816

Baltimore, Maryland to
Hagerstown, Maryland

Distance: 77 Miles_

Manuscript I 0:.

56 •



ACT OF FEBRUARY 1, 1816
Restored Rates

Over 90 Miles,
Not Exceeding 150 Miles

12 1/2 Cent Rate

The ACT OF FEBRUARY 1, 1816 became effective on Sunday, March 31, 1816. Religious
tradition precluded the likelihood that postal activities would occur prior to Monday,
April I, 1816, which is considered by many to be the First Day of the RESTORED RATES.

Single Rate Paid by Recipient

IFirst Business Day of Restored Rates I
Dateline:

Sunday, March 31, 1816

Posted:
Monday, April I, 1816

Albany to Newburgh.
New York

Distance: 92 Miles

___I J

- .
I
~

Quadruple Rate Paid b~' Recipient

--- .

-,

= • Dateline: April 25. 1816

Posted: April 26, 1816

Cincinnatus to
Albany, ew York

Distance: 141 Miles

Cincinnatus is a rural
community South-East
of Syracuse and North

of Binghamton

Notation at Bottom
the Postmaster at Albany will
please to forward this immediately

Vcr 0 I"



Over 150 Miles,
Not Exceeding 300 Miles
] 7 Cent Rate

First Business Day
of Restored Rate~

Single Rate
Prepaid by Sender

Albany to New York Cit",
Distance: 162 Miles .

Based on the content of the
correspondence, the lener was

written on the e\"eni02 of
Saturday, March 30.1816.

and posted on ~londa\·.

April I, 1816. .

ACT OF FEBRUARY 1, 1816
Restored Rates

...

= i

~£f'

J'j@~MJPZlv

': )
)

"

Double Rate
Paid by Recipient

Second Business Day
of Restored Rates

Dateline:
April 2, 1816

Providence.
Rhode Island'to
New York City

Distance: 190 Miles

Providence C.D.S dated
April 2

Manuscript

ap.ut 5
is apparently the
date of receipt.

Vcr 016



ACT OF FEBRUARY 1, 1816
Restored Rates

Over 300 Miles,
Not Exceeding SOO Miles

20 Cent Rate

Single Rate Paid by Recipient

Second Business Day
of Restored Rates

Dateline: April 2. 1816

Baltimore. Maryland to
Providence. Rhode Island

Distance: 375 Miles

Baltimore C.D.
dated April 2

Manuscript

~t6
is apparently the
date of receipt.

59

On~r 500 Mile­
25 Cent Rate

Single Rate Paid b~- Recipie-nt

j:::;:::;::;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;:===:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~;;;:;::~iDatel ine and Posted :

A~/~_--6~'" ..L April 21. 1816
,/~,,-;',g ,~

~ !i) Georgetown.
District of Columbia.

to Boston

Distance: 510 Miles

Vcr 01"



ACT OF FEBRUARY 1, 1816
Restored Rates

IForwarding I
Posted and Forwarded at Incorrect Rates.

Probably Unique During the RESTORED RATES.

Single Rate

Dateline: Saturday, April 20, 1816
Posted: Philadelphia, April 22, 1816

Philadelphia to Providence
Distance: 285 Miles

Prepaid by Sender: 121, ¢

Forwarded:
Providence to New York City

Distance: 185 Miles
Prepaid by Forwarder: 12 Y; e-

Both Rates should have been 17e
for 150 Miles up to 300 Miles

The 12 Y2 ¢ Rate was established in
1792 and continued to June 30,
1845, and the rate never applied
to distances greater than 150 Miles

2 Ceot Ship Fee for
Deliver)' Beyond Port of Eotr)'

•

-~tJife-~l/i'
e~~4::J~A/qi

c-?~~.t:<?~<4~ t7.9..euv

CJ1'~~
___~ /'7_. &_ ~

-/4'~V;;:e~<~~"'~

Posted in England During the \VAR RATES and
Received in Boston During the RESTORED RATES

r:-~~::::::::::::::=~~:,~~~_'I;;;';;;;;;";';;';';'~S:i~ngleRate
One of Seven Recorded
Incoming ~ H JP Letters

during the
RESTORED RATES.

Dateline: London, Marcb 5, 1816

Received in Boston on April25, 1816,
for delivery to Pawtucket, Rhode Island.

InJand Distance: 39 Miles.

8C + 2" Sbip Fee = 10¢

I Manuscript notation at bottom left
indicates the correspondence is to
be sent via the ship Galen under
the command of Charles Tracy

Si~ge/ & Mark Schwartz Census

Vcr 016



III
jlet ofjlpri{ 9, 1816

III
Effective May 1, 1816, to March 31,1825

Smgle Rate
Prepaid by Sender

August 24, 1819

Easton, Maryland to
Denton, Maryland

Distance: 17 Miles

POSTAGE RATES POSTAL FEES

Not Exceedine 30 Miles 6 Cents Shin Fee ~ Delivered at Port Of Entry 6 Cents
Over 30 But Not Exceeding 80 Miles 10 Cents Ship Fee - Beyond Port Of Entry Add 2 Cents

Over 80 But Not Exceeding 150 Miles 12 Y:z Cents Way Fee - Added to Postage Rate I Cent
Over 150 But Nat Exceeding 400 Miles 18 Y2 Cents Drop Letter Fee I Cent
Over 400 Miles 25 Cents Carrier Fee 2 Cents

Five Zones. Multiple weight letters charged according to the ACT OF 1792. Prepayment optionaL I

Not Exceeding 30 Miles --- - , , J oJ9Jj6 Cent Rate , .~ )f\'.
<t) ...

Quadruple Rate Paid b~· Recipient

April 1, 1818
Chambersburg. Pennsylvania to Hagerstown, Maryland. Distance: 29 \Iiles

• • a

/Cff
/~~~4~~:kz-~

~~~
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ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

Over 30 Miles,
Not Exceeding 80 Miles

10 Cent Rate

Single Rate Prepaid by Sender

March 27,1824

Hartford. Connecticut to New Haven, Connecticut
Distance: 45 Miles

Pointing hand design with P A I D handstamp

'::--

./~/~~~/~

~~~

, . ,. ,.
" . , ....r ..........,

.' ,
• •

IRa te Progression

• Ten Times the
]0 Cent Rate

Prepaid by Sender

September 9, 1820

Baltimore, Maryland
to Hagerstown.

Distance: 77 Miles
PA ID Handstamp

and Manuscript Weight

21/20z
Originally marked 90
but corrected to 1. 00
by changing the 9 to 1

and then adding 0

Vcr 016



ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

O,oer 30 Miles, Not Exceeding 80 Miles
10 Cent Rate

fooneen Times the 10 Cent Rate Paid by RecipieDt

May 27,1818
Phi.I2rlelpbia to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Distance: -0 ~tiles

"lanuscript 3 % Oz Weight Indication.

,
':3/t~

\

~/?--f<., ;;

#&t~ JV
/'::"

.1 t:
.r'~~ I\ .,

-....:.....- '

~ ::;)
,

•

-
ThirtJ Times the 10 Cent Rate Prepaid by Sender

-

•••c.' ." ~
., .• t
~"- ~;
. /

..---
/~ '\. ri'

f -· ... ~

ICost of Postage:
6.0 Days of Labor
by Textile Worker

July 10, 1818

Baltimore to
Hagerstown, Maryland

Distance: 77 Miles

Manuscript 7Y1 0 Z
Item probably consisted of a
"hundled group" of Folded'
Letter Sheets from a single
source to a single destination

and prepaid at $3.00

•
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Over 80 Miles, Not
Exceeding 150 Miles
12 1/2 Cent Rate

Single Rate
Prepaid by Sender

August 31. 1821

Harrisburg to
Bellefonte.

Pennsylvania

Distance: 91 Miles

Manuscript Totation:
011 Public Service

.. Overcharged and
Rate Corrected
at Destination

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

March 5. 1825
Posted two days after

the passage of the
ACT or MARCH 3, 1825
but prior to the effective

date of April I, 1825.

Philadelphia to
Bethany. Pennsylvania

Distance: 130 Miles.

Undercbarged and
Rate Not Corrected

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

August 17, 1820

Troy. New York to
Benson. Vermont

Distance: 90 Miles.

Correct Rate: 12~ t

If
•



ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

Over 80 Miles, Not Exceeding 150 Miles
12 1/2 Cent Rate

•

•

Quadruple Rate Paid by Recipient

July 16, 1819

Utica. New York, to Secretary of ew York State. Albany, NY. Distance: 96 Miles

Manuscript 1 Oz Weight Indication

" .'



ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

Over 150 Miles,
Not Exceeding 400 Miles

18 1/2 Cenl Rate

Single Rate Paid by Recipient

April 27, 1819

Philadelphia to BasIon. Distance: 31 . ~files

If Initially Mailed Directly
to the Final Destination:

Boston to New London
is approximately 120 miles

and postage would be 12 Yz¢

First Trip
Mailed as a Postage Due letter

from BasIon to Philadelphia
on December 26. 1824.

Distance: 325 Miles
18~c Paid at First Destination

Second Trip
Re-addressed, sent Postage Due
to ew London, Connecticut,

on December 30, 1824.
Distance: 225 Miles

I 8 ~ e Paid at Final Destination

d'#"(II ~,; d.

3d V4Jl«'hE<

)

/' - ....
\ .l/"

)

~4

(

Prepaid and Re-entered the Mail.
Post.age Fees Paid at Each Destination.

\tailing and Forwarding creates a Total Postage that
\\<!S nearl~ three times the Postage for Direct \-failing

- -- ,f~\

66 Ver O! 6
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~

~ •

11
,6.~
. "

ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

O\·er 150 Miles, Not Exceeding 400 Miles
181/2 Cent Rate

IRate Progression I
Triple Rate Prepaid by Sender

Dateline: December 31.1816
:\"ew York City to Boston. Distance: 210 Miles

Quadruple Rate Prepaid b~' Sender

October 8. 1817

Bosion to 'ew York City

Manuscript 1 0: weight designation with manuscript paia and PAl D Handstamp
c _

67
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ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

Over 150 Miles, Not Exceeding 400 Miles
18 1/2 Cent Rate

May 15, 1824
New York City to Albany

Distance Greater than 150 Miles but Charged the Rate for Less Than 150 Miles
Undercharged at Five Times the 12!h Cent Rate, Paid by Recipient

Letter from Peter Jay Munro to Benjamin Knower (Treasurer of New York) regarding taxes. Peter Munro
was the nephew of Founding Father John Jay. studied with Aaron Burr, and practiced Law with the eldest
son of John Jay. His political influence may have prompted the Postmaster to charge a reduced Postal Rate

M>
~~£k:-/taz.,1~~"'"

()
---

Five Times the 18!h Cent Rate, Paid b}' Recipient

•,
•
•

• May 26,1817

Portland,
District of Maine,

to Randolph,
Vermont

180 Miles.

Manuscript

1lf" Oz
Weight Indication

921;2
Rate Indication

Cost of Postage:
1.8 Days of
Labor by

Textile Worker.

Vcr 016



ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

Over 400 Miles
25 Cent Rate

Single Rate Paid by Recipient

April 7,1823

Washin_too City to Portsmouth, ew Hampshire. Distance: 500 ~iles.- • - •
'.

~;VAfA:t7
,~ Hl"U/IJ' ,/1."#)

Double Rate Paid by Recipient
December 18, 1822

Cincinnati, Ohio to ew Haven, Connecticut. Distance: 720 Miles
Rimless C.D.S. used from 1816 to 1825

,
•

#

V...;:'Ah-Iit.J2-0 _ ..$1o-a. <-<-<.<s,-c/4-~
~~. 'Mff~

(.)

lvJz£dLt!f/~
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Si.ogle Rate
Paid b~- Recipient

September 8. 1819
:S"ev.- London.
Connecticut 10

~{obile Point,
Alabama Territory

Dis.tance: 1.450 Miles

On October 10. 1817,
Alabama became a
Territory and became
tbe 22nd State on
December 14, 1819

JeJ.~cFeE47
C~~-=

~.;~~~~'/~
/

.
/~/.'

J~

" .\ ,CJ

F

•

ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

Over 400 Miles
25 Cent Rate

ITerritorial Destination I
Single Rate

Paid by Recipient
August 5. 1816

Philadelphia to 1\atchez.
Mississippi Territory

Distance: 1.250 Miles
Philadelphia 25mm C.DS

used from 1816 to 1834
First Year of Use.

Territorial Destination
and Forwarded 'Yirbin

the Terri[o~'

Single Rate
All Postage Paid b~' Recipient

Dateline: December 30.1816
Milan, Ohio to MODIoe.
Michigan Territor)'".

Distance: 95 Miles. Rate: 12Yzc

Forwarded
from Monroe to Detroit in the

Michigan Territory
on January 3, 1817

Distance: 45 Miles. Rate: IOc

Total Postage: 22~c

70
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ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

IForwarding I
Prepaid to the Original Destination.

Forwarding Postage is Due at Final Destination.

Mailed in New York City on August 17, 1820 to Boston.
Distance: 205 Miles. Rate: 18~¢ Prepaid by Sender

Received in Boston August 21 and Forwarded to New London, Connecticut
Distance: 107 Miles. Rate: 12~¢ Postage Due to be Paid by Recipient

/, .

,

Mailed as Postage Due to Initial Destination and Forwarded.
Initial Postage plus Forwarding Postage is Due at Final Destination .

•

....
a

t-..

I.. ­•
•

--May IS, 1816

Alexandria, Virginia
to Newburyport.
Massachusetts

Distance: 490 Miles
Rate: 25¢

Forwarded
from Newburyport

to Andover,
Massachusetts

Distance: 27 Miles.

Postage of 6 ¢ added
to initial rate

Total Postage: 31 c
Paid by Recipient

71 Vcr 016



ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816 • =
6 Cent Ship Fee for
Delivery at Port of EDtr~

Dateline:
Liverpool, Great Britain

March 2, I82:?

Boston Ship v,;th
Integral Fee Marking

Received in BaSIon
and marked as HIP
in arched ribbon and 6

indicating POSt3_C at the
Port of Entr~t

7

.)

­,

•

1 CeDI hip Fee for
Odher) B~ODd Pon of Eorr)

~ot ~lore tban 30 .\1iles
6 CeDt Rate

hip Fee added tn the
Domestic Rate based on the

di un e from the Pan of Entry

Da eli e:
Ha\ ana. Cu a. Jan~' 26. 1819
Recei~--ed in Ponland Februar:y 15
fo deli,,-e~- to ~onh Yarmouth.

District of ~1aiDe
inJand DiStance: 1 ~:files

6e Inland Rate plus 2e Ship Fee
~Ianus ript Sh and 8

Over 30 Miles.
Not Exceeding 80 Miles
10 Cent Rate

Dateline: La Han"e. France
November 2 . 181

Arrived February 21. 1818. at
Port of ew London. Connecticut

to Providence. Rhode Island
Inland Distance: 66 Miles

The Eagle has been these
two days out of quarantine
but could not get a place at
quay to begin her unloading

71
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July 15, IS22

Inland Travel:
New York to
Philadelphia

Distance: 105 Miles

Rate:
(2 X 12V,¢) + 2¢ Ship Fee

Postage: 27¢

ACT OF APRIL 9, IS16

2 Cent Ship Fee

Over 80 Miles,
Not Exceeding 150 Miles

12 1/2 Cent Rate

Double Rate

Over 150 Miles,
~ot Exceeding 400 Miles

IS 1/2 Cent

Quadruple Rate-

~,

,

Dateline:
Liverpool, England
Fehruary 19, IS18

Arri\-ing Boston on
April 28 for Delivery to

;ew York City

Distance: 215 Miles

Rate:
(4 X IS\f,c) + 2¢ Ship Fee

Postage: 76 C

Vcr 16



ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

2 Cent Ship Fee

Forwarding Rate Added to the Ship Fee and Inland Rate

Dateline: Liverpool, June 32, 1823

Received at the Port of New York on August 15, 1823

A major Port in New York City in the 18005 was north of the city and closer to Albany
than most of the city Post Offices, and the construction of new Post Roads between 1810
and 1820, resulted in a distance of slightly less than 150 miles from this Port to Albany

•

1.

Port of New York City
to Albany

Inland Distance: 148 Miles

Initial Rate:
12 y,¢ + 2¢ Ship Fee

Postage to
First Destination: 14 ~¢

Forwarded
from Albany to Utica
Distance: 100 Miles

Forwarding Postage: 12 Y2 C

Total Paid by Recipient

Ship Fee at Port 2c
Rate to Albaoy 12Yic
Forwarded to Utica 12 1 _c
Total Postage 27 c

I

Ship Fee and Inland Rate Paid and
ro~'arded by Re-Entry into the Mail

Dateline: London. April 1. 1824.

Recei\"ed at the Port of lew York on May 9. 1824

Port of ew York City to
Port'smouth. ew Hampshire

Distance: 275 Miles
Postage: 18-%c + 2¢ Sbip Fee

Total Postage: 20~¢
Paid by Recipient in Portsmouth

Removed from the mail in Portsmouth
and readdressed to South Berwick,

District of Maine
Distance: 18 Miles. Rate: 6¢

Initial payment of20-%¢ paid by the
Recipient in Portsmouth

is obliterated and tbe forwarding
Domestic Rate of 6¢ indicated, to be

Paid by Recipient in
South Berwick

Vcr016



ACT OF APRIL 9,1816

I t Cent WAY Letter Fee I
1 Cent Added to the Domestic Letter Rate

March 25, 1825
Posted 6 Days Prior to Repeal of the ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

Single Rate Paid by Recipient
Gardner. Massachusetts, to Cavendish, Vermont.

Distance: 85 Miles.
TOlal Postage: 12 v,¢ Rale plus I ¢ Way Fee

II Cent DROP Letter Fee I
January 14, 1817. Albany, ew York

To Archibald McIntyre,
Comptroller of ew York State from 1806 to 1821

•

7< Ver 016



ACT OF APRIL 9, 1816

1 Cent DROP Letter Fee

DROP Fee for Early Printed Document with Written "Memorandum"

July 9,1816. New York City

Printed correspondence with written salutation and signature expressing gratitude
for the" ... dona/ion to the rebuilding effort of the Phenix (sic) Art Museum in Boslon... ,.

Although the ACT OF 1816 does not
have a provision for Printed Circulars or
Printed Matter, it does have a provision

for pamphlets and newspapers.

The ACT OF 1816 states (hat. ..

.. ... Any memorandum which
shall be written on a newspaper.
or other printed. paper, and
transmitted by mail, shall be
charged letter postage ... "
Item was charged "Letter Postage"
which, in this case, is the DROP Fee.

The ACT OF MARCH 3, 1845 is
the first Postal Act to reference
Printed Circulars as a specific item
of mail with a corresponding rate.

•

-- -

;

12 Ceot CARRIER ree I
2 Cents Added to the Domestic Letter Rate

The 2t CARRIER Fee was added to the Domestic Letter Rate as compensation to
the Letter Carrier for transporting the lener from the Post Office to the Recipient

I ovember 10. 1822
Philadelphia to Frankford. Pennsylvania.

Distance: 8 :\1iles. Postage: 6t Domestic Rate Plus 2c Fe:e for Mail Carrier

,

• = = • ss CARRIER Fee:
rirst established by the

ACT or APRIL 30,1810.

The ACT OF 1816 restated part
~ of me prior ACT OF 1810 that

includes the following regarding
deli\ ery of letters from the
Post Office to the Recipient

..... and for every letter so
delivered, the mail carrier
delivering the same shall
be allowed to demand and
receive two cen ts to his
own use, besides the
ordinary postage."

Vcr 0 t 6



III
}let of :Mareli 3, 1825
Effective April 1,1825, to June 30, 1845

III

POSTAGE RATES POSTAL FEES

Not Exceeding 30 Miles 6 Cents Ship Fee - Delivered at Port of Entry 6 Cents
Over 30 But Not Exceeding 80 Miles 10 Cents Ship Fee- Beyond Port of Entry Add 2 Cents

Over 80 But Not Exceeding 150 Miles 12 Y:z Cents Way Fee - Added to Postage Rate I Cent

Over ISO But Not Exceeding 400 Miles 18 % Cents Drop Letter Fee 1 Cent
Over 400 Miles 25 Cents Carrier Fee 2 Cents

I Five Zones. Multiple weight letters charged according to the ACT OF 1792. Prepayment optional. I

Not Exceeding 30 Miles
6 Cent Rate

Single Rate

tPrepaid by Sender
.r~~L- ,/ ''::"~:;-::'.'" 0t~~June 2, 1835 • ?o- .... ,'.

ft." ~o·/~1 , -Easton, Maryland "1 " ! ' !k#- ';\. _
to Denton. Maryland . ,<"~~ ~.."

Distance: 17 Miles
~~,.,

Notation of Single and Paid

7..~f¥A.-.!iL?,,{Q.2d.<QL~
.

77

(

: Last Da~- of Rate I
Single Rate

Paid by Recipient

June 30, 1845

,"onh Sudbury to
Boston. Massachusetts

Distance: 23 Miles.

Vcr 01 t.



ACT OF 1825

Not Exceeding 30 Miles
6 Cent Ratt

Semi-Official Carrier

Xew York Penny Post. Semi-Official Carrier

Operated briefly between 1840 and 1841

Dateline: July 14. 1840

Posted: July 15, 1840

New York City to
Flushing, Long Island

Distance: 10 Miles

Manuscript 6 indicates
6 ¢ Postage Due to he
Paid by Recipient

I¢ paid by Sender to the
New York Penny Post
to pay for delivery from

point of collection to
the U. S. Post Office

~ .. YO..p
~ ;\\)~ ~
1" \ 0-

Eleyen Times the 6 Ceot Rate Prepaid by Sender

September 29, 1832.

Ballston to Albany. Distance: 28 Miles
Large ""'Tapper served as the outer cover for multiple sheets of paper

Manuscript 2 -% Oz indicating Total Weight

"

•-





,ACT OF 1825

Over 30 Miles,
Not Exceeding 80 Miles
10 Cent Rate

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

February 5, 1832
New York City to

Sherman, Connecticut
Distance: 68 Miles

Weight Notation "Single"

Polite request at top, foretelling the
eventual need for Spe.ciaJ Delivery.
indicated by manuscript notation:
The Post Master will do afo).·oT by
sending this Jetter immediately

..

,

t/f;~:~;{~-7j
.;

/' I
~~~D·,q

.t7~

Single Rate
Prepaid b~' Sender

February 6. 1839

Ponsrnouth. Ohio 10

Lancaster, Ohio

Distance: 80 ~lile5

At Upper Limit for Rate.

~1anuscript Kotatinn
Chge Box 17

and two Paid markings
(manuscript and hands tamp)

indicate prepayment of
postage charged to the

account of tbe box holder.

Double Rate
Paid by Recipient

Rate Corrected
at Destination

October 28, 1844

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
to Philadelphia

Distance: 70 Miles

Original Rate marked for IOc as
Single Rate, payment to be made
by recipient. Upon arrival in
Philadelphia, as implied by the
change in handwriting style. rate
changed to 20¢ for Double Rate

80

t., -

-~_ .. -
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ACT OF 1825

Over 80 Miles,
Not Exceeding 150 Miles
12 1/2 Cenl Rale

Single Rale
Prepaid by Sender

February 16, 1833
Troy, New York to
Benson, Vermont

Distance: 90 Miles

Troy Oval Handstamp
40mm by 27mm

"Lost Y" in TROY
variety used only in 1833

,.'..((
I ':
~•
'"

a-.f.
<

.F.E .} .

~~;; - --
'--="""'~/~FL-

t#'--
•

/ac)?t;~
I J Last Day of Rate I

11
Single Rale

'\. _.\
Prepaid by Sender

.... ~)? June 30. 1845

\ J>~ ',.., . . '0 Amherst, Virginia

. '( 10 \.) to Richmond

~ p " Distance: 105 Miles
~

Q]~ YvL "'-'1 0

Originally marked as
~~ Paid 5 for new rate

tbat would be in effect

£:.~ on the following day.

Error realized and 5
ovenninen by correct

- -~".' ., rate of 12 Y: Cents

IRate Progression I
Quadruple Rate

Prepaid by Sender

January 16, 1833

Lawrenceville, Georgia
to Augusta. Georgia

Distance: 145 Miles

Manuscript
Day of tlte Month

in C.D.S.

"

"

\.:r 16
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ACT OF 1825
Oyer 80 Miles, Not Exceeding 150 ~1ilr-5

12 1/2 Cent Rate
Rate Progression

Fiye Times the 12Y2¢ Rate Prepaid by Sender

No\"ember 9. 1840. Philadelphia to New York City. Distance: 113 .\iiles .

83

Se\'en Times the 12Yi¢ Rate Prepaid by Sender

April 10, 1841. Troy, New York, to Elizabethtown (E. Town), Essex County. ew York.
Distance: 120 Miles.

The number of "rate increments" is seven and the total postage should be 87 1/2 Cents
Manuscript postage rate is ambiguous and could be either 87 or 87 1/2 Cents. ~

Ver 016











ACT OF 1825

Over 500 Miles
25 Cent Rate

Single Rate Paid by Recipient

•
November 30, 1839

Savannah, Georgia
to New York City

Distance: 875 Miles

Addressed to the
Portuguese Consulate

in New York City for the
Cllarge de A//aires

of Iter most Faithful Afajut)"
Tlte Queen of Portugal

IRate Progression I
Triple Rate Prepaid b~· Sender

July 26, 1843

Herkir::e. e Yo to ~{ount Vernon. Ohio. county seat of Knox: County.

Distance: 505 ~Iiles.

e Lower Limit of tbe 1Sc Rate.

t

GJJr~t:i:wf ~-J.f h~

Unusual placement
of Postal Rate in

lower right corner

••



ACT OF 1825

Over 500 Miles
25 Cent Rate

Rate Progression

Five Times the 25 Cent Rate, $1.25 Paid by Recipi~Dt

November 4, 1828

Manuscript 1 ~ 0 Z New York City to Fayetteville, ,'onh Carolina.
Distance: 560 Miles .

•

" ) T7 'if-,... '
\. ;

J4~7 M6
~4~J;////~

a#~df&'dh

(1;r&'::

Eight Times tbe 25 Cent Rate, S2.00 Prepaid by Sender

August IS, 1839

Manuscript 2 0 Z New Orleans to New York City. Distance: 1.425 Miles.- •

c..><

,
j

Cost of
Postage:

More Than
4 Days of

Labor by a
Textile
Worker

89 Vcr 016



ACT OF 1825
Over 500 Miles
2S Cent Rate

ITerritorial Origin I
Prepaid b.y Se-Dde-r

January 6. 1 18

Apalachicola.
Florida T e-rriteC).

to Fall River. Massac' :::s.em

Distance: 1.3-0.\!i1C'5

Florida was esta Ii ed as a
Territory aD ~1a 30. I ~

and gained ute
March 3. I .;

l

I

ITrrritorial Destination I
Paid by Recipieot

D<cember 10, 1836

~of"\\ich. Connecticut
to Fort Towson.

Arkansas Territory.

Distance 1.575 Miles.

Arkansas TeTritor)':
Establisbed July 5. 1819.

-uuebood granted June 1-. 1836

The Post Office at Fort Towson
was esta lished in 1832 to sen-e
tbe Fan. a small community of
settlers. and the Choctaw Indians

'\
\

,...

Paid b~- Rrcipie-at

June_I. 1 :;

Buffalo. ~e" Yo
to Mil\\-aukee.

Wisconsin Trrrito~_

Distance: 630 :\fil -.

The Wisconsin area ViliS

originally part of the
Michigan Territo~·.

The Wisconsin Territory
was established on

July 4, 1836. and gained
statebood on May 29. 1848.

1

I

tl:~~,,,,- ~"-Ld.

,~, £.,,,,...,,jL~

•
90



Double Rate
Paid by Recipient

March 20, 1834
Detroit to Pontiac.

Michigan Territory.

Distance: 27 Miles

The Michigan Territory
was cut from the Indiana
Territory on July 1,1805.

Michigan gained Statehood
January 26, 1837

ACT OF 1825

IIntra-Territorial I
Distance Less Than 40 Miles

6 Cent Rate

/

rf?~L+ -;I;~U/"-7 7
~A-A-'<-'

linter-Territorial I
Distance Greater than J 50 Miles and Less Than ~OO ~files

J Double Rate and O\"Hcharged I
January II, 1843

Madison, \Visconsin Territory. to Columbus, Iowa Territory. Distance: 350 Miles.

Prepaid the Double Rate of 50e for Distances Greater Than ~OO :\t1iles.
Correcl Rate should have been Double Rate of 18-%c for Total Postage of 37Y2e

c ~.

eft
/ 1/uyt- f- ~aUtx- fhr ·

n- ./ YjJ/>~ ~.
tfdC~~ <Vj
~~~
~O-~'

Origin:
Wisconsin
Territory

Established
July 4. 1836

Statehood:
May 29, 1848

Destination:
Iowa Territory

Established
July 4, 1838

Statehood:
December 28, 1846

91'1- --1
V.:.r 01 b





ACT OF 1825 • =""\
, ...

Forwarding

Single Rate

May 25. 1835
Old Point Comfon. Virginia

to Boston, Massachusens.

Greater than 400 ~1..iles

Rate: 25c

2S¢ Rate Paid al Boston
and re-addressed to em

Forwarded to
Salem, Massa b e

Distance Less than 30 ~!iles

6¢ Forwarding Rate Due.

• -.­.
\
l

•

Single Rate

March 12. 1835

Washington. D.C. to
Korfolk. Virginia.

Distance: 195 Miles
Rate of 18%¢

Forwarded from orfolk
to Richmond. Virginia

Distance: 92 Miles
Forv;arding Rate: 12 Y:! ¢

TOlal Rateof31 1/4
indicated in manuscript

Paid by Recipient

Forwarded At 1'\0
Additional Cost

Single Rate Paid b)'" Sender

January 25. 18~S

New York City to
The County Clerk

of Saratoga County

Initially sent to Saratoga Springs.
which is not the County Seat.

Manuscript Missent notation by
a postal employee and forwarded

to Ballston Spa on January 28.
Forwarded at no additional fee due
to the Post Office eTror regarding
the location of the County Seat.

93 Vcr 0 I b





ACT OF 1825

I Express Mail Service

The initial Express System existed
from November 1836 to July 1839
and was formed to compete with
the private Express Companies.
Express Letters were sent by the
Fastest Means Possible for Three
Times tbe Basic Postage Rate.

Six Times the 25 Cent Rate
For Double Weight Letter

May 4,1837
New Orleans to New York City

More Than 400 Miles

..

" - Twelye Times the
25 Cent Rate for

Quadruple 'Veight

More Than 400 Miles

January 23. 1838

i atchez. Mississippi
to Philadelphia

Distance: 1.250 Miles

Manuscript
"Express Mail"

'written over the C.D.S.

Cost of Postage:
6.0 Days of Labor
by Textile Worker

~ Last Day of Rate [ •
Double Rate Paid by Sender

June 30, 1845, Last Day of Rates ~.4 r •
Buffalo to Albany.

1)

Distance: 300 Miles ·1
2XI8%¢=37Y,c ,

A revised Express Service was

f/Ji~started on January 29, 1845 and
discontinued on March 19. 1845. •
No additional fees were charged . ,

for the service. It was essentially
,

1'~ ,..; c~~~ ~~L<.-..
I" ,.....

the northern rail system defined as '. u \.) r.;.'=- J

~~mail routes. The Express C.D.S. <'I ()I
continued to be used but had no
effect on the speed of delivery_ 0:7 I

95



ACT OF 1825 s. =

6 Cent Ship Fee for
Delivery at Port of Entf)'

Single Rate

July 25, 1835

Havana, Cuba
to Philadelphia

via United States
Packet Schooner

,?,<a.lteU
Local Deliver~" at
Philadelphia. the
Port of EntQl

,

. ;'~"tOUr~
~..... . . '- SHIp·

, ~ ,:///e r
~dft7'0'

~ ~~U~,

2 Cent Ship Fcc for
Delivery Beyond

Port of Entry

Over 30 Miles,
~ot Exceeding 80 Miles

10 Cent Rate

london: July 14, 1827
,-ia ~-1erchant Ship Neptune

Pon of Entry: Portsmouth,
:\"ew Hampshire to

Portland. Maine

Inland Distance: 61 Miles

Total Postage:
10e + 2e Ship Fcc = 12¢

Over 80 Miles,
Not Exceeding 150 Miles
12 112 Cent Rate

Rate Corrected
At Destination

May 3, 1825
Havana, Cuba, to Philadelphia

via the Port of ew York
Inland Distance: 115

Originally marked as 27c for
25¢ Inland Rate + 2¢ Ship Fee
Corrected Inland Rate: 12Y;c
12V,¢ + 2¢ Ship Fee = 14V"

•



ACT OF 1825

2 Cent Sbip Fee
Delivery Beyond Port of Entry

Over 150 Miles,
Not Exceeding 400 Miles

183/4 Cent Rate

Single Rate
German Packet Boat

Dateline: Bremen
December 24, 1828,

Port of Arrival:
New York City.

Inland: New York to
Baltimore, Maryland

Distance: 200 Miles

Postage:
18'1.¢ + 2¢ Fee; 20%<

•

I~1ultiple Rate Errors I
Dateline: Rio de Janeiro. 1 ovemher II. 1840

Received in Baltimore on January 10, 1841. for deli\'e~' to :\'ew York City.
1 Ounce. Quadruple Rate of 18 % c.

Erroneously charged at 5 times the 18 % i Rate without (he Ship Fee (93 % c).
Rate then changed to 95%¢ by writing 5 over the number 3

Rate sti/l incorrect. Rate should be (4 X 18%c) + 2e = 77t

V.; f I



ACT OF 1825

2 Cent Ship Fee
Delivery Beyond Port of Entry

Over 400 Miles
2S Cent Rate

March to May, 1832

France to the
Port of New York

via England

Inland Distance:
New York to

New Orleans, Louisiana

1,350 Miles

25¢ + 2¢ Ship Fee = 27¢

-
Single Rate

"

Double Rate
Fehruary 28, 1837

New York City to New Burn, North Carolina.

Distance: 580 Miles

(2 X 25¢) + 2¢ Ship Fee = 52¢

VerOl6



ACT OF 1825 •

It Cent WA Y Letter Fee I
1 Cent Fee Added

to Letter Rate

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

May II, 1835

Werner, New Hampshire to
Mount Morris. e'" Yark

Distance: 395 Miles

Postage:
18'1.¢ + I¢ Way Fee

/' 1 11 Cent DROP Letter Fee I

September 25. 1839

Providence,
Rhode Island

Correspondence is
"Dropped" at the

Providence
Post Office

to be retrieved
by the Recipient.

\
\

'L~P~~.

avca:J~.

y~

-

12 Cent CARRIER Fee I
June 19. 1829

Boardman, Ohio
Deposited by the Sender at
the Boardman Post Office

to be delivered by the
Postal Service

to the address indicated.

Manuscript CARRIER Fee:

2 cts
Only the street address

is indicated as the destination
within the city is implicit.

1)\ t

~~
2~.

~~~~(~"4D

~~. .r e-41.C'£:.--z
'SOL,;),., .



III
}let of :M.areli 3, 1845

III
Effective July t, 1845, to JUDe 30,1851

• ..'

" .
-o/$../'/ ~~~~~

",:_, y.// A:~ .,1 _Si'
,z- '/; ,
~ # ~ "'*~ -/#

~'.;p. ~.? .,.V

,

Paid by Recipient

March II, 1845

Posted between
the passage of the

ACT OF
MARCH 3, 18~5

and the effective
date of July 1st

POSTAGE RATES POSTAL FEES

Not Exceeding 300 Miles. ner HalfOunce 5 Cents Ship Fee - Added to Postage Rate 2 Cents
Greater Than 300 Miles, per Half Ounce 10 Cents Way Fee - Added to Postage Rate I Cent

Drop Letter Fee 2 Cents

Advertised Letter Fee Actual Cost

IMultiple weight letters charged one rate per half-ounce or fraction thereof. Prepayment optional. I

The reduction of Domestic Postal Rates made the cost to mail personal leners more affordable
as illustrated by the following t\\'"o letters_ Each letter is addressed to Mrs. Schroeder from her
sister and was mailed the 82 miles from New Milford, Connecticut to Flushing, Long Island

12Yi¢ Previous Rate •
ACT OF 1825

• ,

•

I 5~ Nel\' Rate
ACT OF 1845

Paid by Recipient

December 5. 1845

When posted, the
5 Cent Rate of the

ACT OF
MARCH 3, 1845

had been in effect for
4 months and 4 days.

Cost of Postage
is oow 001)' 400/0
of previous cost.

100 \'er 016



ACT OF 1845

:-'-ot Exceeding 300 Miles
5 Cent Rate

~ -I: -

,

... ··0::1 of Passadumkeag in 1845 v.ou

IFirst Day of Rate I
iagle 'Weight Prepaid b~- eade,.

D:!:'dine and Manuscript Posting: Jnl~- 1_' -

I!';;!=. ~faine to Ponland. Maioe. ()iSIa:x:C"~]-~ uc>-•

Single \Veight
Prepaid b~· Sender Indicated by Handstamp

February 26. 1&4

Newburgh. "Sew Yor\:
to Albany. "S"ew Yort

Distance: 100 Miles.

Prepaid and cbarged
to holder of Box -t

Posted to
Millard Fillmore.
future President.
while Comptroller
of New York State

I

101 \'trOIIl



Single \Veight

Bridgeport to
New Milford,
Connecticut

Discovery Copy

33mm Circular Date Stamp
previously unlisted in Blue

Ladies envelope and card weighs
slightly less than one-fonh of an
ounce, possibly deliberate design
to stay at Single Weigbt Rate

ACT OF 1845

Not Exceeding 300 Miles
5 Cent Rate

,.

c; '.

I

,

Late Valentine
with brief note

of affection

"2

Single Weight

October 9, 1845

Philadelphia to
ew York City

30mm Circular
Date Stamp

Discovery COP)'
Previously unlisted
usage of the 30mm

C.D.S. in 1845

\.:r 16



ACT OF 1845

Not Exceeding 300 Miles
5 Cent Rate

Rate Corrected at Origin

Single Weight
August 11, 1845

Providence, Rhode Island
to New Berlin. Kew Yor'

Distance: 1 8 -'1iles
Rate probably corrected at Origin.

Rate of lOin error. moerstrue 5
creating appearan e of 13 Rate.

Manuscript 5 \\Tinen to clarii} the
correct rate is 5 CeDI.

,

Rate Corrected
at Desri.nation

Single 'Veight

January 27, 1846
\\"ashington to Philadelphia

Distance: 145 Miles

Initially marked PA ID
and apparently charged 10
cents at the point of origin.

Corrected at destination
for distance "not exceeding
300 miles'- by Manuscript

5.
Possible refund unknown.

IForwarding I

-.
fKi r< 4ft ltIa-;

/iJ
\

......,.:

. /"

LJ .£k JJ /~,t,

o/~~

Single Weight
All Postage Paid by Recipient

April 29 to May 27. 1846
Long Duration of Forwarding

Charlestown, Massachusetts 10

Middleboro, Massachusens.

Distance: 50 Miles Rate: 5t
Forwarded from Middleboro to

Fairhaven, Massachusetts
Distance: 35 Miles Rate: 5c

Total Postage: IO¢

103



ACT OF 1845

Not Exceeding 300 Miles
5 Cent Rate

IAdvertised I
Postage and Advertising Fee Paid by Recipient

March 30, 1847

Dover, New Hampshire to Barrington, New Hampshire
"Skinny Five" Domestic Rate Handstarnp

Ad\'ertised at a cost of 2 Cents on April I, only two days after mailing.

Total of? ¢ Due

'Ill

I

,:;e:;;::

•, .

)

\ Ii . ./

,

,
/,

•
"

/

•
~ew York City

Postmaster Provisional

March 2, 1847

New York City to
Saratoga Springs

Distance: 215 Miles
Inspired by the improved
efficiency attained in Great
Britain by the use of postage
stamps, Postmasters in major
cities began to have stamps
printed in July 1845, These
forerunners of nationally
distributed postage stamps
arc commonly referred to as
Postmaster Provisionals.

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1845

Not Exceeding 300 Miles
5 Cent Rate

Double Weight

March 19. 1846

Hollidaysburg to Bellefonte, Pennsylvania
First Year of the name of Hollidaysburgh changed to Hollidaysburg

. .

$!//1,~~¥

(p~~

~;...u:A:.'Mrf1i1..&<-

Fort Holliday was
built in 1776. During
the Revolution it was
a supply depot for the
Continental Army_

Hollidaysburgh was
established in 1805
and in 1846 the name
was officially changed
to Hollidaysburg.

ILast Day of Rate I
Dateline and Posted: June 30. 1851

Hanford. Connecticut to Providence. Rhode Island

Distance: 81 Miles

j"

10~ Ver 0 I"



ACT OF 1845

Greater Than 300 M.iles
10 Cent Rate

, First Day of Rate I
Dateline: June 30. 1845. Posted: July I. I ~5

Syracus.e. :Sew York to Richmondale. Ohio. Dislan e: 540 :\tiles

City and tate indicated first followed by the company name and then recipient

•

•

•

Rates Indicated by Roman Tumerals Commenced During the ACT or 1845

December 27. 1846

Harvard College. Cambridge. to Cbarlesto\\-rI. Massachusens

.

Charge H. C. I B.E. indicated
that postage is to be charged to
Harvard College per President
Edward Everen. He was the
main speaker when the Military
Cemetery at Gettysburgh was
dedicated November 19, 1863.
His two-hour oration preceded
the shorter, and more famous,

Gettysburgh Address
He later wrote to Lincoln:

"1 should be glad if1 could
flatter myself that I came
as near to the central idea
of the occasion, in two
hours, as you did in two
minutes. "

•,

J:;r r!! ~·X
r::~c::/~

•

106 Vcr 016



ACT OF 1845

Greater Than 300 Miles
10 Cent Rate

Single Weight Paid by Recipient

First Day of the ACT OF 1847 Authorizing Postage Stamps

Dateline: Baltimore, July I, 1847

Manuscript Indication of Origin and Date Posted:
Navy, An[napolis] Junction
July 1

The rates established by
the ACT OF 1845 were in
effect from July I, 1845. to
June 30, 185 I. During that
time, Congress passed the
ACT OF 1847 that went
into effect on July I. 1847_

This ACT authorized the
printing of Postage Stamps
but had no effect on the

Domestic Postal Rates.

=

t
o,
'v ~

,f • f

'4.,',

Double \Veight Prepaid by Sender

April 8, 1846

Boston to
Philadelphia

Boston
Circled 20

Rate handstamp
and inverted

PAID
handstamp

•

/

-

----~~-----....,...

107 Vrr016



ACT OF 1845

Greater Than 300 Milt
10 Cent Rate

Rate Corrected I
Single "'eight

Undercharged
and Corrected
at Destination

September 6. 1~5

East Wareham.
Mississippi

to James\-iIIe.
Tew'{ark

Distance: 1.11 0 ~lile-

IForwarding, Multiple Rates I
~::;;;:=:;:;=;;;;~::"'==:"7'==;;-;;;;;;;;;;;;7;;;;;;;;~;:::;=:r.:::::,~, Single Weigh t

~ E ~\~,~~,,,~ Initial Postage Paid b~- Sender and
4r :- .. ~.. \~ "'"7 '2--L--- Forwarding Paid by Intermediary

~ .rO~.~) r A 1D' May 22 to June 10. 1850

t). 1 v ,i::Ji ~._ I Middle Creek Mills, Kentucky
• 0 /:~ -. (now Middle Creek), . /-. -"" ". -~~

• e-z:..-"'-l -4: -F~ to Cleveland, Ohio
.. 0 ;L...,
°..... 0· ....~ l' 4-«. '1G... Distance: 400 Miles. Rate: IO¢

/),1 L •• /f/_ Upon receipt of forwarding information
/~fl-./ /'~- and payment of fonvarding postage by

{; unknown intermediary. payment of lOt

Iobliterated. 5 indicated as PAID. and
forwarded 60 miles to 1assillon. Ohio

108

Single Weight
Postage Paid by

Sender and Recipient
November, 1847

New York City to Detroit.
Distance: 630 Miles. Rate: IDe

Prepaid by Sender

Forwarded from Detroit
to Lansing, Michigan.

Distance: 115 Miles. Rate: 5c.

PAID handstamp and 10 Ct in
Circular Date Stamp obliterated
and manuscript Forwarded 5
notation to indicate that the 5 c
rate is to be Paid by Recipient

-•



ACT OF 1845

Greater Tban 300 Miles
10 Cent Rate

Single Weight
January. 1848

Marietta, Georgia to ew York
Distance: 910 Miles. Rate: lOt .-

Prepaid by Sender

Forwarded
New York to Philadelphia.

Distance: 110 Miles. Rate: 5c
PAID handstamp and J 0 Rate

obliterated and FOR\\ ARDED
handstamp indicates that 5 Cent
Rate is to be Paid by Recipient

\ 1·' ':'-

" " '. .
_T "

" .-. .., .,
------\---.,

....,..~-

IExpress Mail I

• == -

•

Advertised aod Forwarded
Multiple Rates

Single 'V eight
Paid by Recipient

March, 1847

La Salle, Illinois to
Cincinnati, Ohio

Distance: 420 Miles. Rate: 10¢

Advenising Fee: 2t

Forwarded from Cincinnati
to Chillicothe, Ohio.

Dislance: 105 Mile-s. Rate: 5e

Total Postage Due: 17c

ILast Day of Rate [

June 30. 185)

EXPRESS MAIL after I 4.
was carried on railroads. no\,\
classified as Post Roult!s. at
no additional cost for postage

New York City to
Soutb Andover, Massachusens
via New York to Boston Route

EXPRESS
Routing indicated in C.D.S.
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ACT OF 1845

Not Exceeding 300 ~file

5 Cent Ratt

Single "'eight
Prepaid by Sender

January 24, 1846

Chicago, Illinois
to Milwaukee.

Wisconsin Terri(or~.

Distance: 100 \1iIes.

Ornamental Rate Handstamp

•

I

PAIn

Greater Than 300 i\1iles
10 Cent Rate

Single'Veight
Prepaid by Sender

July 15, 18~5

Angelica. ew York
to Milwaukee.

\Visconsin Territory

Distance: 700 Miles.
Rate: 10 Cents

The Wisconsin Territory was
established on July 4. 1836
from the original Michigan

Terrilo~ and gained
statehood on ~Iay 29. 18-t8

IIotra-Territorial I
Not Exceeding

300 Miles
S Cent Rate

November 21, 1847

Madison to
Milwaukee.
Wisconsin
Territory

110



Dateline: Halifax, Canada :;.
May 8,1851

Received in Boston
May 13.

Inland Destination:
New York Ciry

Distance: 245 Miles

Total Postage:
Domestic Rate of 5 ~

Plus 2¢ Ship Fee

Black SHIP applied first
to all incoming letters.

C.D.S. and separate 7 Rate
applied individually later.

ACT OF 1845

I2 Cent Ship Fee I
Inland Distance

Not Exceeding 300 Miles
5 Cent Rate

Atlantic Coastal Shipping
Southbound From Canada

i

Atlantic Coastal Shipping
ortbbound From South America

111

~.-..-

I ...
I., ....

I ,. ,. ,,'
itt

", /I
( ;VI of/'

,

Dateline:
Rio de Janeiro

'overnber 21, 1850

Received in
Philadelphia on

January 16, 1851.

Inland Destination:
Baltimore, Maryland

Distance: 137 Miles

Separate SHIP and

7 Rate Markings.

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1845

2 Cent Ship Fee

Inland Distance
Greater Than 300 Miles

10 Cent Rate

Great Lakes Shipping
Southbound From Canada via Lake Ontario

Dateline: October 18, 1845

Toronto, Canada to
Rochester, New York
(Port at Irondequoit)

via Lake Ontario Steamship
for delivery to New York City

Inland Distance: 350 Miles

Total Postage:
Domestic Rate of 10¢

Plus 2 ¢ Ship Fee

Handstamp

STEAM SHIP

•

06/oe~/~>2f
".',.

4/~
Trans-Atlantic Shipping
Westbound From Europe

Dateline: Liverpool, February 6, 1848
Received in New York City on April 7. 1848

12 cis indicated within C.D.S. with S HIP notation above Posting Date

h ~ ¥
I ", c

1;,7 .•

/2' ,

I#;t;;z
.-

• (,\."0,
, ~

/i~

112 Vtf 01(>



ACT OF 1845

1 Cent WAY Letter Fee I
WAY letters are received by a mail carrier on his way between two post offices that are
to be delivered to the first Post Office at which he arrives. The word \V AY is to be
indicated on the letter, and the mail carrier is to receive one cent for each \V AY letter
he delivers, and the fee of one cent is to be added to the ordinary postage on the letter

Not Exceeding 300 Miles
S Ceot Postal Rate

Single 'Veight Paid by Recipient

113

November 9, 1846

Oppenheim 10

East Duo, ew York

Distance: 260 Miles

I ¢ Way Fee added
to 5 ¢ Postal Rate

6¢ Manuscript

•

Greater Than 300 Miles
10 Cent Postal Rate

Single Weight Paid by Recipient

May 5, 1850

Mobile, Alabama to
Boston, Massachusetts

Distance: 1,500 Miles

I ¢ Way Fee added to
10 ¢ Postal Rate

Circular Date Stamp
for City of Origin

and Circular

WAY
Handstamp

VtrQI6



ACT OF 1845

12 Cent DROP Letter Fec I
The DROP Fee of 2 Cents was paid to the local Postmaster for holding the
letter that was received at the local Post Office and claimed by the addressee

July 8, 1848

Providence,
Rhode Island

Drop Fee
Handstamp

2

III}let of}lugust 14, 1848

to San FranCISCO

Letters conveyed from one plac,e in California to any other place in California 12Y2 Cents

Conveyed to or from places in California on the Pacific Coast to any place on the Atlantic Coast 40 Cents

California Internal Rate
12 Y2 Cents

-Single Weight .-Paid by Recipient •
February 26, 1850 -

.:Sacramento City <Iff .... C-
o

""
,

- ....

III
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. r
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ACT OF 1848

I 40 Cent Trans-Continental Raate via the Isthmus of Panama I

The population growth on the West Coast in 1845 and 1846 created the need for a
reasonable Posta] Rate. by ship, between the East and West coasts. The ACT OF 1848
established a 40 Cent Rate for Trans-Continental mail to be received by ships along
each coastline and transferred to the opposite coastline via the Isthmus of Panama.

\Vestbound Trans-Continental

November 8, 1850
Boston to San Francisco

-

- "~
,.
, "

~/?,.f~ ~~~~

~~~"-'
C"'a-?/Q"?-~' :.

Eastbound Trans-Continental

June 14, 1850
San Francisco to Westford, Massachusetts

The correct
Trans-Continental Rate of

I

40
was applied and the

incorrect Costal Rate of

12 ~
was obliterated using
a square grid cancel.

Initial rate error possibly
due to false assumption
that the destination was
Westfer, Oregon rather
than Westford, Mass.
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III
}let of !Mareli 3, 1851
Effective July 1, 1851, to March 31, 1855

III

POSTAGE RATES POSTAL FEF.S

Less Than 3,000 Miles, Preoaid 3 Cents Carrier Fee 1 or2 Cents
Less Than 3,000 Miles, Not Prepaid 5 Cents Drop Letter Fee I Cent
More Than 3,000 Miles. Preoaid 6 Cents Shio Letter Fee and Way Letter Fee Eliminated
More Than 3,000 Miles, Not Prepaid 10 Cents Advertised Letter Fee I Cent

Two Zones. Postage doubled for unpaid letters to promote prepayment and decrease losses from
unclaimed "Due Letters." Multiple weight letters charged according to the ACT OF 1845.

Less Than 300 Miles
Prepaid: 3 Cent Rate

~ First Day of Rate I
/",;;, TI-1-(j l' ,,,,- I 1) Single Weight

<>,J
Dateline: June 30, 1851f.--

I ,1 111. 0 Cambridge to. 1 ....,
\ I ,OJ Abington, Massachusetts

'-~d:,d.._.; ~/ ~ .~
I

7~c
L

::gr
Plate Variations and Positions

Double Transfer Double Transfer
78L1 88LI 98LI

116

Single \Veigbt

June 21,1854

Detroit to Pontiac.
Michigan

Issue of 1851
Type IV

Plate I Late.

Ex-Ashbrook

\on 016



ACT OF 1851

Less Than 3,000 Miles
Prepaid 3 Ceot Rate

Hotel Handstamp

Single Weight
September 5, 1853

Niagara Falls to Lewiston.

CLIFTON HOUSE HOTEL
Some Hotels provided service for
patrons to dellver the mail to the
local Post Office as early as 1842

Whether a particular hotel charged
a fee for this service is not known

1 IExpress Mail

May 7,1852.
Route: New York to Boston

The U.S. Express Mail was originally
established to compete 'with the
Private Express Companies
and was active from 183610 1839.
From 1845 to 1856. the Express Mail
System was the northern railroad
routes that were used as the standard
delivery method at no additional cost

Orange-Brown Issue of
lui" I. 1851. T,1'" I.

Last Day of
Postal Act ,

Single Weight

Dateline:
New York

C!fl/L~~ ~c a 1.1.March 29, 1855 .
Posted March 31, 1855

~~
.,

Posted the day prior to
prepayment requirement ~ ~
hy the ACT OF 1855. If
posted prepaid on the ~~following day, the rate

~would still be 3 Cents.
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ACT OF 1851

Less Than 3,000 Miles
Not Prepaid: 5 Cent Rate

Single Weight Paid by Recipient

IFirst Day of Rate I
Dateline: Sunday, June 29,1851

Posted on Monday, July 1, 1851

Southport to Humphreysville, Connecticut. Distance: 26 Miles.
Manuscript 5 Indicates Rate Unpaid

'"

December 10, 1853

Wiscasset to Cushing, Maine. Distance: 29 Miles.

Printed form with fill-in spaces to the Constable of the Town of Cushing ordering
him to furnish the names of potential jury members to the Office of the County Clerk

•
f"
II)

~(h-.qL~

-&kV44 J/ ,
rJ~/~

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1851

Less Than 3,000 Miles
Prepaid and Not Prepaid Rates

Turned Cover at
Multiple Rates

Single Weight
First Trip

PREPAID: 3 Cent Rate
July 19, 1853

Mailed from Syracuse to
Utica on July 19, 1853

3 PAID and SYRACUSE
C.D.S. markings indicate

Prepaid by Sender

"'

-.

Cover Turned

Arrived in Utica on July 21,
initial address obliterated,

folding arrangement modified,
and addressed to Skaneateles

Second Trip
NOT PREPAID: 5 Cent Rate

July 25, 1853

5 and UTICA Oval Date Stamp
indicates second mailing to be

Paid by Recipient.

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1851

More Than 3,000 Miles
Prepaid: 6 Cent Rate

Single Weight

August 16, 1853

San Francisco to Westborough, Massachusetts.
Distance: 3,100 Miles

More Than 3,000 Miles
Not Prepaid: 10 Ceot Rate

II First Day of Rate I r"'i!r;..~::;;;====~~\~~=;,.===;. ~;:'r..;••c-;;"'1::

Single Weight

Dateline:
June 30. 1851

Posted July I, 1851

San Francisco
to Boston

Distance:
3,150 Miles

;:
7 •

120 'Ocr 16



ACT OF 1851

ITerritorial Origin I
Less Than 3,000 Miles
Not Prepaid: 5 Cents

Single Weight

October 26, 1854

Manti, Utah Territory
to Georgetown,
South Carolina

Distance: 2,300 Miles

,
i1

5--"'..............

- .
IForwarding at Multiple Rates I

-- Single Weight

December, 1851

Sandwich, Massachusetts
to Waterville, Maine
Distance: 250 Miles

3¢ Prepaid by Sender

Forwarded from Waterville
to Farmington Falls, Maine

Distance: 40 Miles
5¢ Paid by Recipient

IForwarded Twice I
April, 1852

Erath, Louisiana to
La Grange, Tennessee

Distance: 480 Miles
3¢ Prepaid hy Sender

Forwarded to Farmington, Mississippi.
Distance: 58 Miles

5¢ Accrued to Recipient
Forwarded to Eastport, Mississippi

Distance: 31 Miles
5¢ More Accrued to Recipient

Total Paid hy Recipient: 10¢

121 Vcr 016



ACT OF 1851

IAdvertised and Forwarded I
All Postage Paid by Recipient

March, 1852

Grafton, Massachusetts
to Norwich, Connecticut

Distance: 62 Miles

Initial Postage Due: 5
Advertised in Norwich: A dvisg 2

The ACT limits Advertising
Reimbursement Fee to 1 ¢
is apparently not enforced

Forwarded 19 Miles to
Central Village, Connecticut:

for d 5
Postage Due From Recipient:

5¢+2¢+5¢;12¢

Mailed under one Postal ACT
and Forwarded on tbe First
Day of tbe Subsequent ACT

All Postage Paid by Recipient

Dateline and Manuscript Markings: Huron NY June 24, 1851
Huron, New York to Mifflinburg, Pennsylvania. Distance: 270 Miles.

Forwarded July 1. 1851. from Mifflinburg to Mifflinville. Dist.ance: 51 Miles.

In

i

Mundane Appearance
with Extraordinary

Postal Attributes

Posted June 24, 1851, at
the 5c Rate for distances
Less Than 3.000 Miles

set by the Postal
ACT OF 1845

The ACT OF 1845
ended on June 30, 1851.

Forwarded on July 1.
the First Day of the

ACT OF 1851
at the 5 ¢ Rate for an

Unpaid Letter
up to 3,000 Miles.

IOc Paid by Recipient

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1851

II Cent CARRIER Fcc I
Less Than 3,000 Miles
Prepaid: 3 Cent Rate

Single Weight

April 5, 1854

Washington to Philadelphia

Carrier Issue of 1851 with
Regular Issue of 1853.

~--=~-'

2 Cent DROP Letter Fee
With Ca rrier Service

<

Less Than 3,000 Miles
Not Prepaid: 5 Cent Rate

Single 'Veight

August 19, 1851

Bethel, Illinois to
Concord,

evo' Hampshire

Distance: 1,150 Miles

5 ¢ Postage plus
1~ Carrier Fee

March 5. 1852.
Trumansburg, ew York

Local Delivery from
"Place of Deposit" to Recipient

The ACT OF 1851, CHAPTER
XX, SECION 29 provides for
local Postmasters to establish...
• ... suitable places of deposit,
and by employing suitable
carriers for which, not
exceeding one or two cents
shall be charged, to be paid
by the person receiving or

sending the same ... "
,,,



ACT OF 1851

J Cent
DROP Letter Fee

February 1852

New York City

Fee Paid by
Issue of 185 I.

Type I

• .' ......
r

•

,

,,

• * w \ . ovember 23, 1853.

ew Orleans, Louisiana

Fee Indicated by Separate

DROP
1

Handstamp

June 7. 1854

Written at tbe
Cozzens Hotel.
New York City

Fee Indicated by

1 Ct.
Integral to the

Circular Date Stamp

IN

,

•

~//~

-'---~-??
•

~S,OItJ.
.; '~ ~~ T

'~fi/Ve/~~J1A
~hi/&u-1!f0@ur1'1:V
I u'lUI/f2;~

'1 ,



III
}let of :Mareli 3, 1855

III
Effective April 1, 1855, to March 31, 1863

"'~-. -' .SlOgle WeIght

May 8, 1855

Montgomery to
Cahaba, Alabama

Distance: 70 Miles

POSTAGE RATES POSTAL FEES

Not ExceedinR 3,000 Miles per Half Ounce 3 Cents DroD Letter Fee I Cent
Greater Than 3,000 Miles per HaJfOunce 10 Cents Carrier Fee I Cent

Advertisine: Fee Reimbursement 1 Cent

Two Zones. Postal Rate based on weight of letter up to one half-ounce. Multiple weight letters
charged additional '"rate" per additional half-ounce or fraction thereof. Prepayment mandatory.

Not Exceeding 3,000 Miles
3 Cent Rate

. . . ~ ~

Discovery Copy
Previously unknown
32mm C.D.S with
state abbreviation
fully capitalized as

ALA
and in unrecorded

green color.

-

f===::::;::::;::::::=:;::==:::========~,~~~~~~~lli Double Weight
December 10, 1857

Dansville, New York
to Chicago. Illinois.

I Cent design of 1851.
Claret shade of 1855.

"5 Vcr 0 J 6



ACT OF 1855

Not Exceeding 3,000 Miles
3 Cent Rate

Bill of Lading Posted as
Unsealed Circular

Converted to
Partially Paid Letter

February 28, 1859

Covington, Louisiana
to New Orleans.
One cent prepaid

Manuscript due 2

Bill of Lading for two
bales of cotton, transported
by tbe sbip The Bloom,
across Lake Pontchartrain

\.c.
'.

, .

I---::'==:;:========================-~ IForwarding I
".;-= -~-

/. \~. J t ~~ Single Weigbt
(~.~,~ it :if...,: • ,: February 20. 1859.•'~ ,..~ ),';-.. <61 U . New York City to
n 1.... " .. ~., Milford, Connecticut

A / -/ . . 3 ¢ Prepaid by Sender
V ("~" ~t" ! Originally addressed and

delivered to Milford.

Destination corrected by the
addition affaint "New" and
forwarded to New Milford

3¢ Forwarding Fce
Paid by Recipient

Issue of 1857, Type II

Ad~'ertised and
Forwarded

July 30. 1858

Braintree, Massachusetts
to Portland, Maine.

Advertising Fee: I ¢

Destination information
obtained and forwarded

on September 22
from Portland, Maine to
Boston, Massachusetts.

126 Vcr 016



ACT OF 1855

Not Exceeding
3,000 Miles
3 Cent Rate

Obsolete
Territorial
Circular Date

September 15. 1858

Saint Paul, Minnesota.
to Concord, .H.

Distance: 1,500 Miles

Posted more than four
months after Statehood.

Territorial C.D.S. used
despite Minnesota

Statehood bestowed
on May II, 1858

e

,

!:0rUC<77~
L/?-~

".

, '.

ITerritorial Origin I
May21, 1859

Leavenwonh City.
Kansas Territor)'

to Pacific City. Iowa

#~f~/~
a~af-­

t:t~.

April 21. 1859

Plattsmouth,
Nebraska
Territory

to Pacific City. Iowa

Jl7

.

r 016



ACT OF 1855

Not Exceeding 3,000 Miles
3 Cent Rate

Territorial Origin

May 30, 1856

Saint Anthony's Falls,
Minnesota Territory

to Montpelier, Vermont.

Distance: 1,400 Miles

The Minnesota Territory was
originally part of the Iowa Territory
and was established March 3,1849.

Statehood granted May 11. 1858.

o/~-...d.....

:lu--.J/,<~'
-1'~-"

ITerritorial Destination I
September 2, 1856

Detroit, Michigan
to Wyandotte City,

Kansas Territory.

Distance 780 Miles.

The Kansas
Territory was
established on
March 3, 1849.

Statehood conferred
on May II, 1858.

IIntra-Territorial I •

Jj

(

/)

)
I, ,o.. ,/,

March 22, 1856

Taylor's Falls
to Saint Paul,
Minnesota
Territory

128



ACT OF 1855

Not Exceeding 3,000 Miles
3 Cent Rate

ISemi-Official Delivery Services I
Blood's PeDDy Post

with Regular Issue of 1857, Type II

Philadelphia to Washington

September 15, 1859

Formed in 1845 by Daniel and Walter Blood, the firm was acquired by the
General Manager, Charles Kochersherger. in 1855 upon the death of Daniel Blood.

•
I' (

•
•

'... /
, ,/ /

.'" , ,..,/
?

// -'C '".. > ~

119

First Kochersberger Issue of 1855 with Regular Issue of 1857
Philadelphia Octagon, 22mm, normally used in 1857.

The Pacific Express Company
Fehruary 4, 1857

San Francisco to Napa City, California

EXPRESS

..._---------_...._--=~"
Vu OIl')
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~c/;{/~a~

c..- {/tL1Ihu/;/'zt2.-&!#_

,(

--
December 23, 1859

San Francisco, Overland to
Marlboroville, Pennsylvania

There were two methods
of delivering the mail
between the coasts.

Overland via stagecoach
and the eastern railroads

Via Panama by ships to
the isthmus of panama,
then overland, and then
via northbound shipping

Greater Than 3,000 Miles
10 Cent Rate

ACT OF 1855

April 6, 1860
San Francisco,
Via Panama to
New York City

Posted three
days after the

subsequent
ACT OF

APRIL 3, 1860
was passed by
congress hut
prior to the

ACT
taking effect

II Cent DROP Leiter Fe. I
U.S. MAIL

[TIME)
DELIVERY

Handstamp used in
New York City

to indicate the time
when the item was

sent out for delivery.

Issue of
November 17, 1857.

Type V

•

U.S..M.>JJ,
4 P.M I

,OELIVER'Y

-
, ...,

130 \'~r 016



ACT OF 1855

Not Exceeding 3,000 Miles
3 Cent Rate

11 Cent CARRIER FeeI
Single Weight

Prepaid by Sender

January 14, 1860

Philadelphia to
Bridgewater,
Pennsylvania

3 ¢ Postage Rate plus
I ¢ Carrier Fee ~ %- ~_.:'~d~",

(/~~~ r~~~-

~ "JLA. dt-.
l

CARRIER Stamp
Starting in 1851, the
U.S. provided 1 Cent
stamps to prepay the

CARRIER Fee

Single Weight
Prepaid by Sender

August 25, 1857

Issue of 1857, Pale Red.
Short Rays in Background.. / ...............

Single Weight
Prepaid by Sender

February 8, 1859

Baltimore. Maryland to
Barboursville, Virginia

Issue of 1857, Deep Black.
Short Rays in Background.

Position Number 2

e 1Y:,...-, r-

. I- - ,

, -' :-

, -

III Vcr 016



II jlet ofjlpri{ 3, 1860 II
The ACT OF APRIL 3, 1860 did not alter the Domestic Letter Rates and reiterates the requirement
that all Postal Matter be Prepaid. The ACT also requires that the Domestic Letter Rates shall be
imposed if there are any written marks other than the address. Previous Rates and Fees Retained

Example of the Prepayment Requirement

"Held for Postage"

Correspondence held at the originating Post Office (Selma, Alabama) and not transferred
to the destination Post Office (Montgomery, Alabama) until the postage was paid in full.

~'eVH'" 6p-v

fhw"r~
~Cc--

Forwarding Postage Paid Prior to Returning to Originating Post Office

October 25 to November 4, 1860
Posted in Fredonia on Octoher 25 to Lockport, New York.

Received in Lockport, additional 3¢ stamp added, re-addressed to Fredonia,
and then posted from Lockport back to Fredonia on November 4. 1860.

In
I

Vcr 0 I n
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ACT OF 1860

~&,,/(76'/7/1';'7'6r"lN' >r>' )2(;",

~:'1 (>1"7

"-

" "'1'1
0 "-
.' ~...

Quadruple
Weight

June 9, \862

Dayton, Ohio to
Sidney, Ohio.

12 Cent Issue
of August, 186\

Not Exceeding
3,000 Miles
3 Cent Rate

ITerritorial Origin I
Quadruple Weight

July 20, \862
Fort Randall, Dakota Territory to Farmington, Maine

Fort Randall was established in 1856 and located on the south side of the
Missouri River (now South Dakota) with the mission to mount expeditions
to control the Indian tribes of the Great Plains, primarily the Teton Sioux

- "J'

~14/~~~

~U1•.~~

I.H



ACT OF 1860

Not Exceeding 3,000 Miles
3 Cent Rate

IMultiple Forwarding I
Single Weight

September 29, 1862.
Rochester. New Hampshire to

North Bridgewater,
Massachusetts, arriving

October I, sent without fee to
East Bridgewater, October 4.

Forwarding 1
from East Bridgewater to
Plymouth on October 6.

Forwarding 2
from Plymouth to Duxbury.

Massachusetts

6 Cents Due from Recipient.

II Cent CARRIER Feel

-//,,"::>

..:::I '-

Single Weight
August 13, 1862

Philadelphia to Niagara Falls,
New York, where it's marked
3¢ Forwarded and returned
to Philadelphia for attempted

delivery to the Sender at
Sterling Avenue but could not
be located (Not at Sterling).

Item theo ADVERTISED
for eventual delivery to
J 27 South 4th Street

13-1

Douhle Weight

December 18, 1862

New York City to
New Milford,
Connecticut

6¢ Domestic Rate
Plus 1¢ Carrier Fee

'",

<?2tI4/ ;:/~~~
.~~, .'-'::'?# ;;7-

c/f.W/;7Ur//,/

K~'" (J. z:
016



ACT OF 1860

Greater Than 3,000 Miles
10 Cent Rate

The ACT OF 1860 retained
the Trans-Continental Rate of
10¢ from the ACT OF 1857

Single Weight
Eastbound

March 6, 1861
Sacramento. California
to Whitehall. ew York

via Panama.
Issue of January, 1861

replaces earlier issue of 1857.

~.

t~~ aI'/i?tJu:-,.....~ ..0::..::.

;lJ:t~,{df

/JJ"cJ£y~ "'- (p 0

fK41'M-M>-j {!~l~

Insufficient
Prepayment

Double Weight
Eastbound

August 29,1861

San Francisco to
Westfield,

Massachusetts

DUE 10
Handstamp

Applied at Destination

Correct
Prcn3vment

Double Weight
Westbound

April 20, 1862

New York City
to San Francisco

on the Nortlt Star
via Panama.

I];

•

".



ACT OF 1860

THE POSTAL SYSTEM AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CIVIL WAR

Prior to the initial hostilities that began on April 14, 1861, the Post Office maintained mail
delivery in all of the Southern States, even in those states that had seceded from the Union.

January 27, 1861

Savannah to Macon

Georgia seceded January 19.
1861, and by February 4th,
seven Southern States had
seceded. On February 8th

these states signed the
Provisional Constitution

of the
Confederate States

of America

Posted between the
date of secession and
date Georgia joined

the Confederacy.

-
ISecession I

Independent Statehood

~ The Conflict Begins I
On May 24, 1861, at the onset of the Civil War, Federal troops arrived in Alexandria, Virginia,
and took possession of the city. It became a major logistical supply center for the Federal Army.

136

- " ".' 0' .,

,.
f

~~~7La---.fZ7 ­
~~

-

May 24, 1861

Roxbury. Maine
to Worcester.
Massachusetts

The Civil War
inspired the
creation of
Patriotic
Cachets

Ver 016



ACT OF 1860

[I Demonetized Postal Matter I
Southern Post Offices held assets in the fcnn of postage stamps and could obtain revenue by selling them in the
North. In August of 1861, the U. S. Post Office demonetized stamps and postal stationary and issued new stamps
and stationary. The Post Office exchanged old stamps for new stamps for six days after giving "public notice
through newspapers." After the six-day period expired, the Post Office was to no longer recognize the old stamps.

Demonetized
Postage Stamp

January 21,1862

South Reading to Dunstable,
Massachusetts

The sender probably applied the 3¢
Dull Red Type III Issue of [857 prior
to taking the letter to the Post Office,
discovered it was demonetized, and
placed a new 3¢ Rose Issue of 1861
over the demonetized Issue of 1857.

South Reading was established
in 1816 and the town changed
the name to Wakefield in 1868

Philatelic Foundation Certificate

Demonetized
Postal Stationary

February 2, 1862.

\
.' ,
"
'. ,
' ..~ /
.• 1"

•

--".... ~,;.:; .j
""' ..Il,:--..:_ .-

.:;- ,

137

Postal Stationary
Series Issued in
October of 1861
(3 ¢ red on buff)

Postal stationary
indicia visible at

right side of stamp.

The indicia had no
postal value but the
envelope was still
functional after a
stamp was placed
over the indicia

Philatelic Foundation
Certificate

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1860

The new Postage Stamps have fully replaced the demonetized Postage Stamps

Pink Shades of the
3 Cent Issne of 1861

October 16, 1861

Fnll Pink Shade

Old Point Comfon to
Mount Holly, ew Jersey.

Old Point Comfort was a
major transfer point for
Prisoner's Mail during
most of the Civil War.

A.P.S. Certificate

(lU.:, Z-I ~ &/

'''\
,. ..r•. -~t

uljJ,/I~,e4t, :11 ~U'(

~~~~&.

~~<?JA 6;; ,-et:.) /J., ~, ]

December 10, 1861

Pale Pin k Shade

Providence,
Rhode Island

to Leominster,
Massachusetts

The pink shades
occurred only in 1861

A.P.S. Certificate

Bank's Division
Cancellation

October 23, 1862

Nathaniel Banks of
Massachusetts was appointed
to the rank of Major General
despite no military training.

Vanity prompted him to create
a Military Cancellation:

BANKS DIVISION

13.



III
jIet of 9rf.areh 3, 1863
Effective April 1, 1863, to June 8,1872

III

POSTAGE RATES IDrop Letter Fee
POSTAL FEES

2 Cents ISingle Weight (Up To HalfOunce) 3 Cents

First POSTAL ACT to create a single, nation-wide postal rate for all Domestic Letters. Multiple
Weight letters charged 3¢ per additional half.ounce or fraction thereof. Prepayment mandatory

3 Cent Nation-Wide Rate

Single Weight

September 29. 1864

New York City to
New Milford.
Connecticut

1 ¢ Issue of 1861 and
the 2 ¢ Issue of 1863

•

Triple Weigbt

13'

,.

-./~ C c Jf3c>=~~-4~·;,~

a:z:.-32, .§i'~.:C..AfY'.::£..-;..~

d.J'J. Jr'~V;
~,30.,A/

March 14. 1864

New Milford,
Connecticut

to New York City

The correspondence
refers to a group of
enclosed notes and
letters from family
members to people at
the destination. The
enclosures resulted
in additional postage

Vcr 016



ACT OF 1863

ITerritorial Destination I
November 22, 1864

Rockford, Illinois to
Port Townsend,

Washington Territory

The Washington Territory
existed from

March 2, 1853 to
November 8, 1889

Territorial Origin
Multiple Forwarding

Original Trip
September 6, 1863

Salt Lake City,
Utah Territory
to Egg Harbor at
Morristown, PA.
Forwarding 1
September 11th
Morristown to

Atlantic City, New Jersey
Forwarding 2
September 12th

Atlantic City to Dayton

''0

ITerritorial Origin I
March 18, 1865

Helena,
Montana Territory

to the
Orange & Alexandria

Rail Road

Culpepper County, Virginia

Possibly earliest example
of Helena Territorial
Postmark with territory
misspelled as MONTANO

Montana Territory existed
from May 26. 1864 to

November 8, 1889

t ., f.yl,;,\\ ;' =.
. ,

)1: ',.
.. ~ "'. -/

",
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ACT OF 1863

IMultiple Forwarding I
May 27 to June 5,1863

Undetermined Origin to
Fort Edward, New York

Forwarding 1
Fort Edward to

Sandy Hill, New York
Due 3 Handstarnp applied.

Forwarding 2
Saudy Hill to Troy, New York.
Due 3 Handstarnp obliterated,

Due 3 oval handstamp applied and
modified by manuscript 6 cis in oval.

IRe-Entry into the Mails I

•

November 1, 1864
81. Louis, Missouri to

Salmon Falls, New Hampshire
Removed from the mails,

readdressed to Newberry Port,
and [cposted on November 4, 1864.

Missouri was a Border State with
divided loyalties. Approximately
110,000 fought for the Union aod
40,000 fought for the Confederacy

THE POSTAL SYSTEM DURING THE MIDDLE OF THE CIVIL WAR

As the Union Forces captured Confederate territory, one of the first activities was to reestablish
United States Post Offices to carry the mail to and from the Union solders to maintain morale .

e_~
.

. . ""-'. '- ~,'.

In late 1862, Union Forces
began to occupy parts of
Mississippi and areas of
Alabama and Tennessee

Mississippi and Areas of
Alabama and Tennessee

November 30. 1862
Chicago, Illinois to
Corinth, Mississippi

Union Conquests
in Southern States

141



ACT OF 1863

South Atluntic
Blockade Squadron

October 20, 1863
Philadelphia to

Charles Barton,
Fleet Captain's Clerk,
Flagship Philadelphia

South Atlantic Blockading
Squadron

Philadelphia was on the Potomac River at the outbreak of the War when seized by the Union Navy. She
initially served in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. In 1863 she was transferred to the South
Atlantic Blockading Squadron as the Fleet Flagship and participated in operations against Charleston.

Major Battles at the
Peak of the Civil War

December 20, 1863
Washington to Roxbury, Massachusetts

The notes on the cover refer to the Battle of Holly's Ford and the Battle of
Brandy Station in November of 1863. 'Ehese two battles were only 90 miles
from Washington and occurred at the end of the 1863 Gettysburg Campaign

•

J·n

/ /
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The West Gulf
Blockade Squadron

January 9, 1864
Albion, New York to

Mr. T. Munson Coon, M.D.,
Surgeon U.S.A. Steamer Sebago

West Gulf Squadran
New Orleans.

Care Naval Lyceum

The Sebago served in the North
Atlantic, Soullt Atlantic, and
the West Gulf Blockading
Squadrons. She supported the
Peninsula Campaign and took
part in the Battle of Mobile Bay ,

ACT OF 1863

Union Forces in
Southern Stllie..tO

North and
South Carolina

June 23, 1864

Port Royal,
South Carolina to

Nyack Post Office,
New York

Union Forces
occupy portions
of both North and
South Carolina.

Tennessee

August 7, 1864

Nashville. Tennessee
to Harrisburg, Indiana

Union Forces now
occupy Nashville.

I·G 16



ACT OF 1863

THE POSTAL SYSTEM AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE CIVIL WAR

Union Forces control much of the Confederate territory, major southern cities were damaged, the
Naval Blockade is devastating the Southern economy. and the Rebellion is beginning to collapse.

Probably August, J864

Charleston, Maine to
Mr. William H. JordOIl
U. S. Gun Boal Pinola

West Gulf Blockading Squadron
Mobile Bay or else w!lere

The West Gulf
Blockade Squadron

I· -I

In April of 1862, the Pinola, along with Itasca and Kioeo, participated in the Batlle for
New Orleans. She was damaged during the Battle of Forts Jackson and St. Pili/ip.
Duriug 1863 aud 1864, Pinola performed blockade duty off Mobile Bay and Texas. While
in the Gulf, she captured two fast Southern Blockade Runners and destroyed a third

At tbe end nr J864,
the Southern military
resistance crumbled/hA fd /~

~dr/~~p-V~1
. ~/

Union Forces
in tlte Deep Soutlt

:::_::::=============;;~:~~~~~~,~_~,====,\ Florida

December 24, 1864

Pensacola, Florida, to
North Newportland,

Maine

Posted Christmas Eve.

'" V~r 016



ACT OF 1863

Tlte North Atlantic Blockading
Squadron at the End of the War

January 14, 1865
Deerfield, New Jersey to

Mr. William H Manning
Beaufort, North Carolina Qt •.. ,

US Steamer Emma, North Atlantic
Blockading Squadron

NC
The Emma was a captured Southern
blockade-runner commissioned by
the U.S. Navy in 1863 and joined the
North Atlantic Blockade Squadron.

On April 26,1865, Emma sailed from Fort Caswell. N.C., with an urgent message from General Sherman
to Rear Admiral Dahlgren, commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, warning the Admiral
that Jefferson Davis and his cabinet, not yet located, might attempt to escape to Cuba by way of Florida

iThe Conflict Ends ~

Old Point Comfort
Letter Exchange

Point of Exchange for letters
to and from Prisoners of War

April 16, 1865
The Battle of Columbus

Last Major Civil War Battle
Soldier's Letter to
Springwater, NY

Posted the day after Lincoln
died from his wounds when
shot by John Wilkes Booth

IPeace Established I
May 22, 1865

Jackson, Michigan to
Mayville, New York

On this day ...
CSA President Jefferson Davis
is imprisoned at Fort Monroe.
the military facility in Hampton.
Virginia, at Old Point Comfort

Ladies Cover with the
Dove of Peace

is especially appropriate.

'"
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,

September 2. 1864
"Xew York City

Perforations
misaligned and

stamp cut from sheet

G in C.D.S. is the
Station

Identification
Letter

I
/ ./

I rr..

fr

f oj

.

•

August 2, 1864

New Milford,
Connecticut

Blurred Handstamp:

USED
was struck clear

of the stamp_

2 Cent
DROP Letter Fce

[.

ACT OF 1863

II }f.ct Of}f.pri( 3} 1865 II
The ACT OF 1865 reduced the Drop Letter Fee from 2¢ 10 1~. Previous Postage Rates Retained

,..

1 Cent
DROP Letter Fec

December II. 1867

Boston.
Massachusetts

Issue of 1861 with

IPAID I
Cancellation

.,

'16



IForwarded I
July 29, 1870

Williamsville, New York.
Address appears to be

Three Monde,
Schuylkill County, PA

Correct destination is to
Tremont. The Post Office

in Tremont served the
village of Pine Grove,

about 7 Miles from Tremont
Manuscript "Forwarded"
to Pine Grove, Pennsylvania

No additional charge
for delivery to Pine Grove.

/

Single Weigh t

September 30, 1869

Dansville, New York
to Kewanee, Illinois.

.' "

~I )i.1J/ ,jfJJal't-tf}
,iii,;; ')4.rI- ,7id«J~

'I i ~

~IL\("'~'I( -

\~ '~\{. . ~ rt;;~
. ~l" .... (/0 V----.-.-.-

ACT OF 1868

3 Cent Rate

The New Series of 1869

~.

"

Undeliverable Mail Returned if Return Address is Indicated. All Previous Postage Rates Retained.

13 Cent Rate I
Single Weight

May 30, 1869
Plymouth, New Hampshire to Jackson, Missouri

II )let ofJune 25, 1868 II
r ~ ~ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ .. _ ...

Undeliverable
and Returned

Early Method to Establish Security of Contents
June 12, 1869. Beloit, Wisconsin, to the Circuit Court for the County of Shiawassee, Corunna, Michigan.
Weight: Greater than 3-1/2 ounces but less than 4 ounces. Postage: Seven times the 3 Rate for 21 Cents.
The Deposition was secured by ribbons around the envelope and fastened with wax seals front and back.

Sender was apparently unsure
of current address of recipient
as indicted by notation at
lower left Please Forward
Return instructions indicated
by manuscript notation

Returll to H. W. Blair,
Plymouth, N. H. if lIot
called for ill 30 days.

Early example of circular

RETURNED
TO

WRITER

" •

Lo~-e:.. G G

',,__ r -z:... -<-~.-£- e

G//l..-"7rzrr

z-..~'-l-e- f

2 Cent DROP
Letter Fee

January 3, 1870

Providence,
Rhode Island.

.K

. ./ '
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1Lm~1~~

,whl-u-.
5It.

-':--',

.. - .. '

•..,
''"'

<.



[II }let ofJune 8, 1872
III

Effective from Date of Passage to September 30, 1883

THX

1I!'HRENOLOGICAL ~O~i<.NAL;
De'fOUd &to 1':1'."01,.001' p"y,,~Jl'. . P=

"""OllT. PtTulOLOOT atId k1~lld b':1 ~ .....
Inted )(001.1....J. _t p.oo:l rn.. d.' «'Ii

]'HE $CIENC~ . 1!''j!'f\\
A ,,_XoDUlly. Ih. object ofw1:.;le~ til to f

"yle all au lila: pertal.al to Ihe L.o..... of
of DlI.u.•aud lam Jl: ...M>lU, bI lhe.*!
I!.OD. I ytll'. 20 OFl.II nllmber. ~~ Dl~ I t

.Y?"!7 Ilf~ ~~druu?­
{I.!< u ~&6-fZ1Uk«--L ~H.£4

!~gl/,(

A.U--c:(./

PHRENOLOGIST UD PUBLISHER.
l''''''''''',O'UL E:U.."UTIOlll.....h.' Cllartl

lad Wrlltca Dcl!crlpllon~ofChanCli,'•• (;l.etI
when desired. Omce open DaUy.

8. R Wu... ~ all \forQ on Phrenoloc.
Pb,.loloory,}'bollog-taphy. H,droplllh,.ud­

,--_'"_'_1:1 ".lutaf"SCleliceo geuenlly.

POSTAGE RATES POSTAL FEES

Single Weight (Up To 1/2 Ounce) 3 Cents DroD Letter Fee - Without Carrier Service 1 Cent

DroD Letter Fee - With Carrier Service 2 Cents
Advertised Letter Fee No Charge - Free Listing

Retains Rate of 3¢ per half-ounce or fraction thereof. Revises Drop and Advertised Letter Fees.

ember 2, 1872 . •Nov

New York City
to Wilmington,

Delaware

Ad,vertising covers
promoted products,
causes, beliefs, and

even advocated
quack science.

Phrenology is a
pseudoscience
that involves

measurement of
bumps on the

skull to predict
mental traits.

Double Weight

A Short Transfer Flaw occurs when the Transfer Roll is not fully impressed into the printing plate
thereby creating an incomplete design image. The flaw typically occurs at the bottom of the image

-' - June 17, 1875
New York City
to Fulton, Texas

The right-hand stamp
was printed from the
printing plate with the
Short Transfer Flaw

John S. Ingraham & Co. were
Ship Brokers located at

23 South Street, New York City

Vcr 01 (i



Fast Mail RPO

Posted in Syracuse on
March 12, 1880, and
received in Brooklyn at
10:00 AM the next day

Eastbound notation in
Circular Date Stamp.

The rai Iroad made fast
mail delivery possibleI

~

.;~~

\tJ
1r-

. ,. ~/.::J

~.-../" .",r-

',.- ,0

esternUnionT,
.1.

Par. DO OhugeetoMelleDprUD1elIII wrlttliQ

f......., ..__. _

Western Union
Telegraph
October 3, 1882

Jersey City, New Jersey to
East Ashford, New York

The telegraph eliminated
the long duration needed
to send brief messages by
trans·continental mail.
Telegrams were sent from
one telegraph office to
another and the postal
service often delivered the
message to the recipient

1(ll;.oU!lCt55 !tall, ~
S\"RACUSE. N. Y,

C. A. NOr1\ Proprietor.

"

;~ .

oY'(7-d~

Westtown Local Stamp

Labels sold to students at
the Westtown School for
2¢ to prepay delivery, by
the Boarding School, to the
Street Road Post Office
in Westtown, Pennsylvania

URNfC,. 4,01'/

..

L/Y/ _.n ~4:~

~~:'{'

,:t!:.

, '{,;uvcl r> ,_.

'",,1/1.<.0 aLtt'"d ("I/,

IMPon'J'.Il:R~OIl'

p. ~, fiARTUNG ~ Fo"
It not delivered within ten Da)'il. ret.urn to

x·~ P f)
~ . \

,.- j

, ~
2-?~?; <-

~ ~~
~ ~~

II lI!\lt,
No, 518 BROADWAY.

Opposite St. Nicholas Hotel. NEW VOER,

March 22, 1883
New York City to Atchison, Kansas, and Returned to Sender

The ACT OF JUNE 21, 1868,established that undeliverable mail would be
_ .~ 8,.ETURNED TO WRITER at no additional cost if a Return Address is provided,

• •• 'n Ii Printed promotional document for wigs made of human hair for •
" ... Ladies suffering from loss of lIair ... "

~

ACT OF 1872

Posted to Reverend Clarence Hills of Madisonville, Ohio
What possible item was mailed at the First Class Postage Rate?

01.

,£'-,

\.-. ,

Did someone send
a snake tllrougll

till' mnil?

IlO



Jil Tm Days, f"tJ/um to< ,

*dpl e;:-.t~'O~.,
"Wholesale' N otious,

\
CINCINNATI, '0.

April 23, 1875

Cincinnati, Ohio

Originally mailed to
North Vernon. Indiana

Received in
North Vernon April 24

Forwarded to VerDon
(3 miles South)

for delivery at no
additional postage.

Misaddresscd
and Forwarded

ACT OF 1872

J

Advertised and
Unclaimed

rNal all letters could be
delivered. Sometimes
there was no response
to the advertisement
and the mail was not
claimed nor was it
able to be forwarded

May 13, 1873

Denmark to Watertown,
ew York

ADVERTISED MAY 26

UNCLAIMED

....-!

I..

,

,
\

•

,

Prohibited Usage of a
Postal Stationary Indicia

Double Weigbt

March 20, 1882

New York City to
.Salem, Massachusetts.

Because the cancel on
used postal stationary
could be clear of the
indicia, the indicia of
postal stationary could
not be cut and applied
to any other envelope.

152

Return to P. O. BOX 1856,
NEW YORK OITY, N. Y.!

If not delivered within 10 day&



ACT OF 1872

IRate Progression I
The Pittsburgh Twins

Two similar correspondence were both posted on September 5, 1874

18 Times 3¢ Rate for Nine Ounces .

y,'

~.

In

..... .
~ '; ' ....

41 fl.t )
,f4 Ii---..... •

. '~. ,..,.,"', '.'

~.

"(1' ~ •

~'lr,':'".. ;, ~,. ..'~

'~

'V,

2S Times 3¢ Rate for Twelve and One Half Ounces.

Y;h'
~

The "Twins" were salvaged from miscellaneous papers discarded by court personnel.
They were separated during the Great Depression and reunited by the exhibitor in 1984.

,.,

-: ....~- ",-
Six Times 3 Cent Rate for 3 Ounces
12¢ Issue of 1869 with 3¢ Bank Notes of 1870

'" /•• --.-7.:7 ?J"j/3,:;-' ~ .• %1
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. • \c.
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\ ~~I

Four Times 3 Cent Rate for 2 Ounces
10¢ Issue of 1861 with 2 ¢ Bank Note of 1870

~. I>'r .....,1'·.7..1? ?e-A" '-"7,;'/, J < .,

,- '\ l
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ACT OF 1872

ITerritorial Origin I
Double Weigbt

Pawhuska,
Indian Territory

to Lambertville,
New Jersey.

Destination Misspelled
as Lambertsville

• ••

. '" -{ "0
">'Ji1A.l ir

1
9Md

o ./.-
.' I

((it! a a, /1, (;rtL-Uj
( ~,

Jua hfLP/& ~Uf1L

J1J.uJ~'7ec M.7e~7f

Inter-Territorial

Utah Territory to tbe
Idaho Region of.the

Washington Territory

The Idaho Territory was cut
from areas of the Dakota,

Nebraska, and Washington
Territories. The Id.aho

Territory was establIshed
on March 3, 1863, and

Statehood was conferred
on July 3, 1890.

.
;

ITerritorial Destination I
Dayton. Ohio to

Muskogee,
Indian Territory.

Destination Misspelled
as Muscogee

Confusing notatio.D al
upper left regard109

correspondence:

I sent 1/2 this leiter 10
J. Grier Hihben



ACT OF 1872

t Cent DROP Letter Fee
Without Carrier Sen'ice

May 22, 1874

Woonsocket, Rhode Island

IUNCLAIMED I
and

RETURNED
TO

WRITER

Addressed simply to
Mr. A. B. Mowry

with notation Farmer

,
k

/ r. 0/1 J

1===================;=========::::;-,11 IHeld For Postage I
UJ" 'YY

1 Cent DROP Lener ree
Without Carrier Service

converted to include
Carrier Service by the
addition of One Cent..'

L-/

,

,

'./'j

.,

2 Cent
DROP Letter ree
With Carrier Seryice

Canandaigua, Y
September 25, 1872

The 2 Cent red
brown Issue of
1870 was very
similar to the
10 Cent brown
Issue of 1873.

Manuscript Notation

"Drop"

o

IS.



ACT OF 1872

2 CeDt DROP Letter Fee
With Carrier Service

ICity Delivery I
IOverfranked Due To Color Similarity I

Postage of 8¢ was overpaid because a lO¢ stamp was mistaken for a 2¢ stamp of similar color

-••April 24, 1874
Cincinnati, Ohio

Delivery within
Cincinnati is implied
by City destination.

The 2 Cent denomination
of 1870 was changed from
red brown to vermilion in
1875 for the exclusive
reason of eliminating the
confusion with the brown
10 Cent denomination

May 24, 1876
Philadelphia

2 Cent Issue of 1875 Printed in Vermilion Color

1876
Centennial
Exhibition

Cachet Cover

The Exposition
opened on May 10

and closed on
November 10, 1876

-

•

.ow

EchW/t/".. null. • u",.""..m" ..

E. L. HALL, Manufacturer of cC:»~1'~tive 8eadlights.

~~~~;'~
. ~
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ACT OF 1872

Costs for Changes in
Postal Classification

Reposted as DROP Letter
With Carrier Service

Initial 3 Cent Delivery:
New York to Philadelphia

November 20. 1879
Removed from the Mails and Reposted
as Drop Letter With Carrier Service
within Philadelphia on November 21.
Street address revised in Philadelphia.

-

Reposted for Delivery
Beyond Originating City

October 14, 188\

Originally franked as 1¢ Drop
Lener Fee for delivery within
the city of Indianapolis. A 3¢

stamp was applied over the
original 1¢ stamp for delivery

to Frankfort, Indiana.

Providing only an additional
2 Cents would have been

sufficient postage.

2 Cent DROP Letter Fee
With Carrier Service
Converted to 3 Cent
Domestic Letter Rate

Up-rated from Local Delivery
to Delivery Beyond City

Originally franked as
2¢ Local Delivery.

but addressee relocated.

1¢ added tbe following day for
delivery beyond Philadelphia.

158 t 016



III
tEpilogue

The Rates Established by the ACT OF 1872 Compared to the WAR RATES

The steady decline in Postage Rates, and not the negligible growth of wages, was
the primary factor for the improvement in the affordability of the Postal System.

Ten Times tbe 3 Cent Rate for Five Ounces

III

November 13, 1882

New Orleans to
Napoleonville,

Louisiana.

Distance: 85 Miles

Economic
Analysis

30t for 10 Times
the 3¢ Rate.
Cost in 1882:

One-Third of a
Days Labor.

During the
WAR RATES

Postage would be
10 X 15¢ = 81.80
Cost in 181S:

3 Days of Labor.

A Further Reduction in Postal Rates is Soon to be in Effect

On March 3. 1883, Congress passed a Postal Act reducing the letter rate
from 3~ to 2¢ per half ounce that would take effect on October 1, 1883.

'"

Triple Weight

March 20, 1883

Posted between
The Date of

Passage of the
ACT OF

MARCH 3, 1883
that reduced
Postal Rates

from 3¢ to 2¢
and the

First Day
of the reduced rate
on October I, 1883

Vf:r 016



III
jIct of :M.arcli 3, 1883

III
The ACT took effect October 1, 1883 and reduced the first class letter rate from 3¢ to 2¢ per half ounce.
This One-Third 0fl Sale created the lowest U. S. postage rate that continued into the twentieth century.

First Day of Rate
Overfraoked

Kinsey's Fruit faPffi
ND_

N"'t:TRO:t:::EU:-:E:S

KlNSt:::Y b b 1)L~~'" OHiO
N"" U")I.-'''

Sender was
Apparently
Unaware of

Rate Reduction

Business letter
was posted on

October I, 1883,
the day the rate

was reduced from
3 Cents to 2 Cents

1 Cent Overpaid

Manuscript:
Ans.
Oct 2, 1883

First Day of Rate
First Day of Issue

Established .841.

E. B. ESTES & SON~,
• ;v~Nur"O'I'UK"I;RS or

~ DRIIGGISTS'TuRNED WOOD BOXES,

~ CHRMISTS' PIl.L BOXES,
e
,:: And all kinds of Turned Goods,
~ 278 & 280 Pearl St" New York.•e
g.
"

/.-2

Highest Award Centennial EJ;hibition.

,0
,/ /

li-,

I .

Commercial
Letter

Franked with
New 2 Cent
Issue of the
A mer;can
Bank Note
Company

Vcr 016
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