



































































































































































































































79

ACT OF 1825
Not Exceeding 30 Miles
Overpaid at 6 1/4 Cents

The shortage of coinage prompted the use of the fairly common Spanish Hzlf Reale coin, valued at
6% cents, to pay the 6 cent rate. This practice declined in the 1840s as the output of the Mint increased.

March 31, 1842
Smithfield to Steubenville, Ohio Distance: 16 Miles

emmt

/ﬂ =
/; 7. o
////,f ém%

& ///

| A

June 24, 1842
Middleton to Hartford. Connecticut Distance: 17 Miles

Apparently, the letter was initially marked Paid at 6 1/4 cents based on the value of the Half Reale coin.
It’s possible the sender paid the exact rate, indicated by writing the 6 cents in purple ink, or the proper
rate of 6 cents was indicated at the final destination. Each possibility cannot be established with
certainty but both values marked on one letter indicate the near interchangeability of these two values.

Ver 016
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ACT OF 1825

Over 30 Miles, Not Exceeding 80 Miles
10 Cent Rate
Triple Rate Paid by Recipient
August 21, 1839

Baltimore to Hagerstown, Maryland
Distance: 77 Miles.

2 b . : 5,"‘5: g ’)/ 2 /’} L
% iy
LY 'a‘ /Mé) %Z o (
7 M7

YL < ,

Six Times 10 Cent Rate Prepaid by Sender
June 13, 1843

Philadelphia to Columbia, Pennsylvania.
Distance: 78 Miles

Correspondence contained multiple statements of personal accounts that resulted
in the weight of 1 %2 Ounces and the weight and prepayment are indicated twice.

1% oz Paid PAID 1 %oz 60_

Ver 016









ACT OF 1825

Over 80 Miles, Not Exceeding 150 Miles
12 1/2 Cent Rate

Rate Revised Due to Distance Error

June 21, 1833
Franklin, New York to
Turin, New York.
Distance: 136 Miles.

Original 18% Cent rate for

/ , 130 to 400 miles was
indicated and due when

ﬂ/ e}/l }1/%/. QJ(;{&%//J///& ‘Z"" | claimed by the recipient.
; : The postage was reduced
6% Cents to create the
correct rate of 12% Cents
based on the actual distance.

Posted During the ACT OF 1825 and Advertised During the ACT OF 1845

During the ACT OF 1825, it became apparent that unclaimed letters were a financial burden on the Postal
System, but the ACT had me provision for local Postmasters to be reimbursed for advertising fees. The
ACT OF 1845 corrected this omission and permitted Postmasters to advertise. in local newspapers, the
names of recipients of unclaimed letters to facilitate receipt of postage due or the forwarding of the letter

Earliest Example of an
Advertised Letter Fee
June 26. 1845

New York City to
Carbondale. Pennsylvania.
Distance: 145 Miles.

Posted during the ACT OF
1825 only five days before
the ACT OF 1845 took
effect, and then advertised
at the early beginning of
the ACT OF 1845 when
the fee could be reimbursed

Manuscript 4 indicates the

letter was Advertised and
incurred the fee of 2 Cents




ACT OF 1825

Over 150 Miles,
Not Exceeding 400 Miles

18 3/4 Cent Rate - j

Rate Progression

Double Rate
Paid by Recipient M @
June 24, 1837 % Q

Palmyra to Albany. New York

1 - 210 M\ i
: .Dlstance. 210 :-A les et ﬁi% Zék%}/
Originally sent at IS-" Cents as AU L
Single Weight 1 Jut @4
Corrected at :.es:::;‘i:: for T /(%y
Double Weight = : o
” —‘ Triple Rate
; 3 - i Paid by Recipient
mﬁu/%f/dwuw _ : ) £ - ; o
SN—r

Quadruple e e S —————

Rate
Prepaid S
) Ol

June 4, 1827 (PALT
Schoharie to
New York
City.
Distance: s 4 ces L 0
170 Miles. @ aawa e Zﬁﬁ:’*/’/éﬁ) -
Schoharie .- P

Court House

Handstamp » //ﬁm»&w 7/

| gﬁ - sl A




ACT OF 1825

Over 150 Miles,
Not Exceeding 400 Miles
18 3/4 Cent Rate

Single Rate Paid by Recipient
November 22, 1838

Pomfret Landing to New York City
Distance: 165 Miles

To the State Attorney General:
Complaint that five people are making
and selling liquor “...in excess of 3
gallons to the Indians...” thereby
causing "...disturbances of peace
and good order of the community”

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient
Originally Undercharged
August 12, 1835

Saratoga Springs, New York
to Lyndon, Vermont

Originally charged 12% Cents
for distance over 80 Miles
but not exceeding 150 Miles.

Actuzal Distance: 210 Miles.

Rate corrected at destination
by adding 6% Cents to arrive
at the correct rate.

Single Rate
Paid by Recipient

— 1¢ c
/ 7 (kL
Originally Overcharged y?)? tedle f! 2,5
/Q'; =

January 29, 1838

ity V / ’/ i
Brownsville, Vermont to i : : éé‘{fr’ (4 d ___M

. * / /
Rushford. New York : : 5 ¢
ushford. New Yor v /y/

Originally charged 25 Cents
for distance over 400 Miles.

Actual Distance: 390 Miles.

Rate corrected at destination by
subtracting 6% Cents to arrive
at the correct rate.

Manuscript Overcharged 6
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ACT OF 1825

Over 150 Miles, Not Exceeding 400 Miles
18 3/4 Cent Rate

Rate Progression
Seven Times the Rate for 1 3/4 Ounces, $1.31% Paid by Recipient

August 20, 1838
Harmisburg to Honesdale, Pennsylvania. Distance: 160 Miles

B \\;‘«\ —s\ ’”cdf/__._.,—
G ./t
s SIU/z
St Forry Dy
JC nead ale
h’ﬁy/tuz Cmuz} :
%‘t"l T =

Ten Times the Rate for 2 1/2 Ounces, $1.87% Paid by Recipient Cost of Postage:
May 12, 1832 3.5 Days of Labor
Clarkson to Albany, New York. Distance: 275 Miles by Textile Worker
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ACT OF 1825

Forwarding

First Day Of Rate

Posted: April 1, 1825
First Trip: Philadelphia to Providence
Distance: 275 Miles, 18%¢ Prepaid.
Second Trip: Forwarded April 6 from
Providence to Salem. \Iass.:..’r* usefts.
Distance: 65 Miles. Prepaid indication
and 18%¢ Rate obhteratec and 10¢
Forwarding Rate noted.

Third Trip: For\uardea from Salem
on April 9 to Dover, New Hampsl
Distance: 53 Miles. No :c*:-.'::rii::
rate indicated.

March 20, 1841
Posted in Albany
March 20, to
Union Springs
Distance: 186 Miles
Rate of 183%¢ indicated.
Forwarded March 30
from Union Springs to
leming, New York
Distance: 2 Miles
6¢ Rate indicated.
Total Postage: 24%¢
Paid by Recipient

December 27. 1834

Cornwall (Manuscript)
to Utica. New York

Payment of 6 % ¢ is crossed out
when correspondences Forwarded.

Manuscript via Ogdensburg is
incorrect and results in improper
routing to Ogdensburg where
it is then forwarded to Utica on
December 30th.
Distance: 132 Miles

12'%¢ Rate applies only to the trip
from Ogdensburg to Utica that was
Paid by the Recipient.







ACT OF 1825

Forwarded in Error

June 18, 1845

Wilkes-Barre to Philadelphia
Distance: 115 Miles

12 % ¢ rate indicated in blue.
Forwarded from Philadelphia
to Trenton, New Jersey.

FORWARDED and 10
indicia and rates crossed out.

Forwarding was in error.
New manuscript rate of 12%

for original correct distance of

i
80 to 130 miles is indicated

T e olersi 2 Lo tees e e

(o

: Forwarded by
'Re-entering the Mail

September 2, 1843
Urbana. Ohio. To the

: Sheriff of Lorain
S Cr 2 2 £ ; County in Elyria.
C’j‘b’“ﬂ e = ~f-~—ﬁ£_‘ﬂ,aa‘v dﬂ"jﬁ_(\g/i/ 2 Distance: 140 Miles
) ! e-addressed to the
p 3 Clerk of Champaign
@.LT., ob { County in Urbana and
- _ - | returned to the initial
&W%%‘ ’ ‘ town of origin.
; Prepaid 12%¢ Rate
(QL . crossed out and
i . Forwarding Rate of
e 12%¢ indicated.
Returned to Origin | —
and Forwarded Again | ? R Z/’\
December 20, 1838 ] = / /}’,7 -
Frederick to Baltimore. ' o, 1 e
. - - < g '"\_’. v L F
50 Miles, Double Weight. Ve _ e
Rate of 2 X 10 ¢ =20¢ #3, '\‘:’ts % 7 -
Returnec_l fo.Fredrz.ck nou \\;() ;a ‘ - L;a o /, ; ¢ %
such cashier in Baltimore L4 < M e b Are Jolecaly | (ool .
creating 40¢ postage due. e & £ S
- . - . ; ?:‘:.-—.L..._, //t,
At Fredrick, Baltimore is "% - ‘ _—
obliterated, Hagerstown L / 5 7,
indicated, and reposted at iz zcl & o’
double the 6 ¢ Rate for an ks
-y . oe. g 4 A4 7 s
additional 12¢ postage. « Z L. .. A X . 1 =7
Total Postage: 52¢ ’ 2 e

Paid by Recipient
94
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