Stamps used as Currency During the Civil War

Purpose:
Shortly after the begimming of the Ainerican Civil War citizens began 10
hoard gold, silver, and copper which resulied in a shortage of circulating
hard cuirency i.e. coinage. The shortage of coins made it challenging for
merchants and vendors 10 make change for paper 1noney and one solution,
approved by the post oftice, was to use US postage stamnps as currency.

Scope:
This preseniation takes look at three ditferent forms stamps were used in
place of coins. Specifically Encased Posiage. Postage Currency, and
Postage Stamp Envelopes.

Organizatiun:
Needless to say paper stamps did not have the life span of coinage and today
all three methods shown here are very difficult to find. The exhibit is
organized in the three components that comprise the subject inatter:

L3

¢ Encased Postage shewing stump values of le, 3c. 3¢, /8¢, and ]3¢

o Postage Stamp Envelopes period stamps that were used 10 meake up
the value depicted on envelope include l¢. 3¢, Sc. 10c¢. {2¢, and 30c¢

e Postage Currency showing all of the design tvpes including both
perforated and imperforated examples

Stamps used & curteocy are from the 1861-63 definitives issued du riog the Civil War
Shown in this exhibit include the lc, 3¢, ¢, 10c¢, 12¢, and 30c values

Scovt 63 Scort 65 Sewt 76 Sco 68 Scol 69 Scon 7!




Stamps as Currency

Encased Postage

John Gault was an American inventar who came up with the idea of encasing United States
postage stamps in a “coin” made of brass and mica. His idca filled a need duc to a shortage
of ¢ovins during the Civil War.

The Scott catalog lists over 38 different businesses that uscd encased postage coins custom
mude by Gault. The businesses that used cacusced postage were tovated in Northern cilics
such as New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, Detroit, (nod a couple others), und were
good only for merchandise in their store. Ench business used the reverse for advertising
while the front bad the value of the coin by usc of a stump.

Ic Blue Frumklin
“Avers Sarsaparilla - To purifv the 8lood™
Ert3)

Slightly entarged photo of reverse showing the business advertisement




Stecantp as Crarency

Encased Postage

The 3¢ rose Washington stamp

“Burnetts Cecoaine Kalliston - Toilet Sets &c &c”
(Scett EP45)

“Take Ayer’s Pills”
(Scott EPY)




Stamps as Currency

Encased Postage

The S5c brow a Jeffersoo stamp

“Tremont tlousc Chicapne — Gage Brothers & Drake”
(Scott L.1"0)

Slightly enlarged photo of reverse



Stcmps as Crurrency

Encased Postage

The 10c green Washington stamp

“Irving House New York — Hunt & Nash Propt.”
(Scott EP18%a - Ribbed Friume)

Sightly enlarged photo of reverse




Stamps ax Currency

Encased Postage

The 12¢ black Washington stamp

“J. Gault - Pat Aug 12, 1862”
(Scott EP98)

Stightty enlarged photo of reverse



Stumps as Currency

Postage Stamp Envelopes

Postage Stamp Envelopes, or Civil War Stamp Envelopes, came about as a way to organize
stamps that were being used as currency, and also as an cffort to keep stamps in rcasonably
good condition. At that time postage stamps were shoved in pockets and purses and the wear
and tear would render them unsuitable fer postage, the very rcason stamps were accepted as
currency.

cnvelope shows the value on the front of the stamps cuntained within, Some envelopes
weilc printed with business advertiscments while others arc generic. The most common value
is .25 cents.

The next six pages contain seven different 'ostage Stamp Envelopes, tive of which arc
exhibited with stamps that would have been used to make up the value shewn on the front.

Opster Bay Honse with $.25 cents in stamps
Issued by: Oysier Bay House

. OTSTER BAY HOUSE,
553 Broadway.

- 25 cent'é-.“'

UNITED STATES STAMPS,
S—
OYSTER BAY HOLSE.
533 Broadway.
25 cents.

United States Stamps.

THERE ARE ONLY 2 TO 4 KNOWN EXAMPLES OF THIS ENVELOPE




Stanips us Currency

Postage Stamp Envelopes

50 Cents Blue lagle
Issued bp: J. Leach Nassun St. New Yurk

50 CENTS.
Postage Stamps.

Blue “Eaglc and
50 cents,
Pestage

Contains onc $.30, six $.3, and two 3.1 cent stamps = $.50 cents monetary value




Stumps as Currency

Postage Stamp Envelopes

“307 Bine in White Dimmond
Issued by: J. Ledcl Nassau St. New York

“Pastage Stiumps™
FLL S
“J. Leach 86 Nassau S1. N.Y. S1ationery. Cheap, ©

Contains onc stamp = $.30 ccnts cnvelope valuce




Stamps as Currency

Postage Stamp Envelopes

“25 Cents” Bluck Lagle and ornate
Tsvued by: Unknown

*U.S. POSTAGE™
'*25 Cents*
*STAMPSY

Onc $.12, four $.3, and onc $.1cent stamp make up the $.25 cents envelope value




Steemps as Currency

Postage Stamp Envelopes

“U.S. Postage Stunips 25 Cis”
T.K Dawley Stationer and Printer

“U,S. 30 POSTAGE STAMPS™
H. Sniith Envelope Manaufacticer




-

!
‘. Stanps as Currengy

Postage Stanip Envelopes

Here is the final example ot the Postage Stump Envelopes section of the exhihit. This red
cnyciope is by the J. Leach company and the $.75 ¢ents value 3s the highest of the cxhibit.

§ POSTAGE

“POSTAGE STAMPS”
?5 &7?
“J. LEACH 86 NASSAU ST. N.Y. CHEAP”




—

Stamps es Crrreng)

Postage Currency

Unlike real stamps used for encased postage and postuge stamp envelopes the third method
of stamps us eurrcncy are not actually real stamps, they just look like them, That's because
they were printed using the designs of the Sc green Jetterson and the t0c brawn Wasbington.

Appropriastely named Postage Cureency there are ooly four denomioations: 5 ¢eots, 10 cents,
23 cents, und 50 cents. All four values ure cxhibited here. Additionally both green and
brown varietics are shown, as well as examples of imperfarate und perforated noles.

The Sc brown Bust of Jelferson (Scott PCS)




Postage Currency

10 Cents

The 1Uc grecn Bust of Washingtun (Scett PCid)



Stamps as Currency

g

Postage Currency

25 Cents

The 25¢ brown Bust ot Jefferson (Seort PCL )




Stamps as Currency

Postage Currency

50 Cents

'The S0c green Bust of (Scott PCi12)
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