
Pioneer Steamers and Sailing Ships USA to GB
Freiqht Monev Ietter Era 1838-1848

Pu::pose: This extriSit strors letters passed to shippiag ageots in Ner York, and
letters oai1ed frc a selection of ottrer US 1rcst offies via Ner York, to
illustrate Ereigbt hnry rates eharged bry piorer stea aDd saiJ.ing packet
coryanies fro Ner fork to Engl.:nd betreen 1838 rnd 18a8- Ietters €rre shown
indicating to rdrc reiea Gr,e paid, inl:rrl lrostagE rnd rsclelt sbip deta.iJ's.
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Datelined Balti-more 11* January 1840, l-oz letter (4 rates) via New York to London
showing Baltimore payments: '50' '75' (4x l2zQ fretght money + 4x 18rrC postage).
Red Star Line 'Stephen Whitney' first voyage departing New York 14'L Jan, arriving
Liverpool 3"d February. British shi-p letter fee of 8d ('8') charged. Back stamFs:
'LMRPOOL / SHIP LETTER' [Rob S14] and London cds 'H/4Fe4/1840'

Treatment: In approximate ctrronologieal order from 1838
. Return voyages of the initial steaners 'Sirius' and 'Roya1 Tlilliam'
. Examples of letters passed to shipping agents at New York for steanners \Great

Western', 'Liverpool'. 'British Queen', tPresident' and 'United States'.
. Examples of Freight Money cover palments made to provincial Post Offices

including some alongside New York origin covers on the s:rme voyage.
. Exanples of use from Quebec, Canada, to UK via New York.
. Examples of sailing packet Freight Money charges by various sailing packet

companies overlapping with the steam ship sailings.
. Examples of late use from 1845 to 1848.

Scope & Studv: Examples from the five principal post offices using the service are
shown: Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, Ctrarleston and Richmond, plus Auburn
and Norfolk. These post offices give rise to 311 of the 318 Freight Money covers
known from the USA. Significant items are highlighted in red.
Backqround:

. US steanship freight charge for letters was 25C per sheet from 30s June 1838.
US sailing packets charged L244 per sheet from 26s October 1839,

paid to the shipping agents, directly or by the US Post Office.
Staff, E': The Transatlanti-c MaiI, quarterman h:blications, Inc, Lawrence, Mass, 1980, pp 155-6
winter, Ri-chard E': The origins of Freight Money, UsPcs, Chronicle vo]- 39 No 3, August 1987, pp 2O8-2L4
Arne1l, J.C.: Handbook on Transatlantic MaiI, British North America Philatelic Society, 1987, pp 55-56
Hahn, C: Ereight Money Letters 1837-1847, Exhibition Photocopy Coemittee, USPCS, 29th Nowerber 1988
RF wi-nterrs Anniversary Presentation to the GB Postal History Society in 2011
Pul1in, J: North Atlantic Packets Departures & Alriwals 1818-1840, The Author, 2OO9
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revisited, Ja.mea Bendon, Ltd., Limassol, 1997

Additional sailing data from the online archiwes of the New York Times and The Times



Pioneer Stearrer'Sirius' SingJ-e Rate
Freiqht Monev Fee concept is created New York, NY

Unpaid singiJ-e letter sent from New York via Falmouth to London
on board pioneer steamer 'Sirius' in May 1838
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The l{er Yozk Albioa for ]4ay 5, 1838 reported as follows:
rrThe Sirius (the first comnercial transatlantic steamer) saiJ.ed on Monday
for London... It is stated that the Sirius took with her 17,000 letters, for
which no charge whatewer was made... Supposing each letter had been charged
at a guarter of a dolJ-ar, it would hawe yielded upward of $4000 say f.1000
sterling! "
The shipping agents for the 'SS Great Vfestern' responded quickly, and an
advertisement that appeared June L9, 1838 in the Ner York Commercial
Advertiser stated:
r\Letters received on board will be eharged 25 cents per single sheet,' large
letters and parcels in proportion..

Arnell, J.C.: llandbook on Transatlantic f"lai]-, British North America Phi]-ate].ic Society, 1987

Letter annotated 'p Sirius' and passed to
the shi-p's agents at New York without
payment.

Carri-ed on the
return leg of
the maiden
voyage of the
'Sirius'

British & American Steam Navigation Co.
'Sirius'
dep New York 1 IAay 1838
arr Falmouth 18 l.tlay

On reverse:
RCd \SHIP LETTER / FA],MOUTH'

Rob. 57 (in use .1835-1840)
Red London double ring \E 27lfI2L 1838'

GB inbound ship rate: 8d per increment At London, postage due assessed as:
(effective 1815) plus inland postage rate Ship fee 8d
of July 1812 to December 1839. - Inland (230 - 300 niles) 12d

Total due l/8d (,L/8,)

Staff, E: The Transatlantic Mail, Quarterman Publacations, Inc, Lawrence, Mass, 1980, p155
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revisited, ,fames Bendon, Ltd., Limassol, 1997 [Rob. Ship letter t]rpesl
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Pioneer Steamer 'Royal- I{i11iam'
Freiqht Money paid to Shipping Agent

Doub].e Rate
New York, NY

Unpaid doubJ.e letter sent from New York via Liverpool to London
on board pioneer steamer rRoyal Dlilliasr' in August 1838
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The letter is dated New York 21'L July City of Dublin Steam Packet Company
1838 and was taken to the mail bag at the rRoyal William,
ship agientrs office (not to the post dep New York 4 Augrrst 1838
office), where 50C ste:- freight money fee ar Liverpool 19 Augrrst
was paid (2x 25Qr, but not shown on the
letter. It was carried on the return leg \LfVERPOOL / SHIP LETTER,
of the first of three round trip woyages. Rob. S13 (in use 1834-1838)

London arival \A / 2LAU2L / L838,

GB irrlcound ship rate: 8d per increment At Liwerpool, postage due assessed as:
(effective 1815) plus inland postage rate Ship fee 2x 8d
of July 1812 to December 1839. Inland (170 - 230 niles) 2x 11d

Total due 3/2d (,3/2,1

Arne11, ,f.C.: Handbook on Tlansatlantic l'raj-]., British Nolth America Phi].atelic Society, 1987
Tabeart, C: Robertson Rewisited, \ra&e!s Bendon, Ltd., I.iaasso1, 1997



Pioneer Steamer 'Roya1 WiJ-J.iam'
Freiqht Money paid to Post Office

Six Rates
Philadelphia, Pe

Six rate letter sent from
on board pioneer

PhiladeJ.phia via New York and Liverpool to London
steamer 'Royal YIitliam' in October 1838
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I PAID' 'PHII,ADELPITLA PA OCT 19'

'L\ oz 2.25'
[6x (L24 postage + 25Q freight noney)
= 6x 374Q = 92.251

Letter carried on the return leg of the
second of three round trip voyages:

City of Dublin Steam Packet Coupany
rRoyal William'
dep New York 20 October 1838
ar Liverpool 5 Novenber

'LrvERPooL / sHrP r.ETrER'
Rob. S14 (in use 1838-1841)

At Liverpool, postage due assessed as:
Ship fee 5x 8d
Inland (170 - 230 railes) 5x 11d
Tota1 due 9/6d ('9/6'

London .lt'I ring 'C 5 NO 6 1838'

Also one of the earliest possible
Philadelphia freight money covers

Ex Tabeart, Booth
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This is one of
bearing a freight

the ear]-iest known covers
money Chafg'e. [Arne11 page 55]

from Philadelphia

'PHII"ADELPHIA Pa OCT 19"PAIDr r75r
where 75C steam freight money fee
and postage was paid at the post office
l2x (L2r2c, inland + 25c, freight money) l

It was carried on the return leg of the
second of three round trip voyages.

US inland rate effective 1825 - 1845
GB inbound shi-p rate: 8d per increment
(effective 1815) plus i-nland postage rate
of JuIy 1812 to Decernber 1839.

Ci-ty of Dublin Ste:m Packet Company
\Royal Willi:m'
dep New York 20 October 1838
arr Liverpool 5 November

ILIVERPOOL / SHIP LETTER'
Rob. S14 (in use 1838-1841) on reverse

At Lrverpool, postage due assessed as:
Ship fee 2x 8d
Inland (80 - 120 miles) 2x 9d
Tota1 due 2/L}d (,2/70'l

Society,1987
1980, p155

Ex Fuller

Arne1l, .f.C.: Handbook on Transat].antic MaiI, British North America Phi].ate].ic
Staff. E: The Transatlantic Mai1, guarterEan Publications/ Inc, Lawrence, Mass,
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revisited/ lTames Bendon, Ltd., Limassol, 1997
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Pioneer Steamer 'Roya1 WiJ-liam' Sing1e Rate
Freioht Monev paid to aqent New York, NY

Letter sent from New York via Liverpool to Sheffield on board pioneer
stea:ner 'Royal lliJ.J.iam' in October 1838
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A-- Lrverpool , postage due assessed as aLetter carrred on the return ieg cf the co..u.i:Ie l-etter:
second of three round trrp voyages: Shrp fee 2x gd

Inland (170 - 230 mi-1es) 2x 9dCity of Dub1in Steam Packet Company Total due 2/,,d (,2/.',,l
'Roya1 Wil1i-am'
dep New York 20 October 1838 On appeal found to be a single letter and
arr Liverpool 5 November endorsed "A11owed 1/5,,

Ex Booth
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Pioneer Stea:ner'Roya1
Freiqht Money paid to

DIi]-].iam'
Post Office

Single Rate
Baltimore, Md

Paid single letter
to HaLifax on board

sent from Baltimore via New York
pioneer steamer 'Royal William/

and Liverpool
in January 1839

-, Jl.

,.ri,

'BALTIMORE MD JAN 13' 'PAID"Ship 25"!8*a'
Ste:m freight money 25C
US j-nland postage 18%C (150-400 railes)

'NEW-YORK JAN 15' transit

It. was carried on the return J-eg of the
last of three round trip voyages.

US inland rate effective 1825 - 1845
GB inbound ship rate: 8d per increment
(effecti-ve 1815) plus inland postage rate
of July 1812 to December 1839.

City of Dublin Steam Packet Company
'Roya1 Wi11i:m/
dep New York 16 January 1839
arr Liverpool 3 February

\LI\ERPOOL / SHIP LETTER'
Rob. 514 (in use 1838-1841)

At Liwerpool, postage due assessed as:
Ship fee 8d
Inland (50 - 80 mi].es) 8d
Total due 7/4d (,L/4,)

ArneII, !r,C.: Handbook on Transatlantic Mail, British North America Philatel-ic Society, 1987
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revisited/ ,fames Berrdon, Ltd., Limassol, 1997
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Pioneer Steamer lGreat Western'
Freight Money paid to Shippinq Asent

Double Rate
New York, NY

DoubJ-e letter sent from Boston via New York and Bristol by
Harnden's forwardingi agents to L1anel1y in September 1839

l'-rI -I it

Annotated 'Boston 19
Sept 1839' , the letter
was carried to New York
by Harnden's forwarding
agency who paid the
shipping agent 2x 25C
stea'nship freight money
at double rate.

Steamship freight
money of 2x 254
paj-d directly to
shippj-ng agent.

London receiver
\H 15AUG15 1839'
on reverse.

I

Doub1e letter sent from New York via Bri-stol to London in Augrrst 1839

ff 4.tuh,14 lJe

cndrn f'-'

Great Western Steam Ship Coupany
'Great Western' \Great Western,
dep New York 21 Septenber 1839 dep New York 1 Augrrst 1839
arr Bristol 4 October ar Bristol 14 Aug

At Bristol, postage due assessed as: \BRISTOL / Sgfp LETTER,
Ship fee 2x 8d Rob. 58 (used 1833-44 in black at Bristol)
Postage (80-120 mites) 2x 9d Totat 2/LOd

f.rtlr,
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Pioneer Ste:ner 'Great Western' Triple Rate
Freiqht Monev paid to Post Office Baltr.more, Md

Trip1e rate entire sent from Baltimore via New York and Bristol
to London on board 'Great Western' in Septamber 1839

Copy of London receiwer on reverse

€)

' BALTIMORE !(lD JAN 13 I ' PAID ' ' 75' '56K'

Freight Money (stearnl 3x 25C 75C
Triple rate to New York 3x 18nC 55kC

Bal.timore normally showed both paynents on
the cover and as 'PAID'.

US in]-and rate for 150 to 400 mi].es was
18rr0 per sheet effective 11th tlarch 1825
to 1"t July 1845.

GB inbound ship rate: 8d per increment
(effective 1815) plus inland postage rate
per sheet from iluly 1812 to December 1839.

INEW-YORK SEP 21' transit

Great Western Ste:m Ship Conpany
rGreat Western'
dep New York 21 September 1839
arr Bristol 4 October

rBRrsToL / surp LETTER'
Rob. S8 (used 1833-1844)

London arrival'C / 5 OC 5 / 1839,

At London, postage due assessed as:
Ship fee 2x 8d
Mileage (80-120 miles) 2x 9d
Total due 2/LOd (,2/t}t I

Letter assessed as 3 sheets at Baltimore but as only two sheets at London.

Arnell, ,f.C,: Handbook on Transatlantic MaiI, Blitish North Amelica Philatelic Society, 1987
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revisited, .rames Bendon, I.td,, limassol, 1997
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Pioneer Steaner'Liverpool'
Freiqht Monev paid to Shippins Asent

Doub1e Rate
New York, NY

Unpaid double letter sent from Havana via New York and Liverpool to
London on board steam ship 'Liverpoof in October 1839

ryi'#,i#,'

'Zr,rr-or-t', ) n

The letter is dated Havana 14th Sept 1839 Transatlantic Ste.n Ship Coapany
and was carried out of the mails to New 'Lj.verpool'
York where it was deposited in the oail dep New York 19 October 1839
bag at the shipping agent's office and 50Q ar Liverpool 6 Noveober
stean freight money fee paid (2x 25Q1, not
shown on the letter. 'Lf\ERPOOL / SUfp T.EITTER'

Rob. S14 (in use 1838-1841)

London arival,E / 7 No 7 / 1839,

GB inbound ship rate: 8d per increment At Liverpool, postage due assessed as:
(effective July 1815) plus inland postage Ship fee 2x 8d
rate of July 1812 to December 1839. Inland (170 - 230 niles) 2x 11d

Total due 3/2d ('3/2'l

Arne]-]", ,J,C.: Handbook on Tlarrsat].antic Mai1, British North Anerica Phj-]-ate]-ic Society, 1987
Tabeart, C: Robertson Rewisited, Jaoes Bendon, Ltd., Limasso1, 1997
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Pioneer Steamer'LiverpooJ.' Trip1e Rate
Freiqht Monew paid at Post Office Philadelphia, Pa

Paid triple rate letter sent from Philadelphia via New York and Liverpool
to London on board stea-m ship 'Liverpoof in October 1839

Copy of marks on revelse

US postage calculated as:
Freight Money (ste:r1 3x 25C 75+
Triple rate to New York 3x L24Q 374+
Total |L.L2ra

Philadelphia showed the cornbined paytnents
on the cover as '!.L24' and \PAID'.

US inland rate for 81 - 150 niles was L244
per sheet effective 11th l,larch 1825 to 1't
July 1845. Progression: 3 sheets equals 3
rates, L oz equa1s 4 rates

GB inbound ship rate: 8d per increment
(effective ,July 1815) plus inland postage
rate of JuIy 1812 to Decenber 1839.

Transat].antic Ste:n Ship Company
\Liverpool'
dep New York 19 October 1839
arr Liverpool 5 Nowember

ILIVERPOOL / SHIP LETTER'
Rob. S14 (in use 1838-1841)

London arrival 'e / '7 NO 7 / 1839'

At Liverpool, postage due assessed as:
Double ship letter 2x 8d
Inland (170 - 230 miles) 2x l1d
Total- due 3/2d ('3/2'|

Arnell-, ,f.C.: Handbook on Transatlantic f'Iail, British North America
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revj-aited, ,James Bendon, Ltd,, LiDasso]-, 1997
Tabealt, C: United Kj.ngdom Letter rates Inland and Ovelseas 1535 to

PhiJ.atelic Society, 1987

1900, 2nd editj-on, 2003, HII Sales Ltd
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Pioneer Steamer \British Queen' SingJ-e Rate
Freiqht Monev Paid to PO & Aqent Ba].timore, Md & New York, NY

Paid letter sent from Baltimore, via New York and Gravesend
to London on pioneer stea'ner 'British Queen' in December 1839
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AppJ.ied to reverse:
.SHTP LETTER / GRAVESEND,
Rob. SB (in use 1835-40)

London single ring
,B 26DE26 1839'

Paid letter sent from New York to London on 'British Queen' in December 1839

Applied to reverse:
'SHIP LETTER / GRA\ESEND,

London double ring
,A 25DE,26 1839'

US Postage, Baltimore Post
Freight Money
Inland to New York
Separate charges shown: 'PAID'

,*t

"/*ru, 
rh'

/-dz-s^a
-- J,-)

US inland rate for 151 to 400 miles: 18%C
per sheet, 11tn l'larch 1825 to 1"t July 1845.

Freight money paid at New York di-rectly to
Steamship Agent (not shown on cover) 25+

British & Aneri-can Ste:n Navigation
'British Queen'
dep New York 2 December 1839
mail landed at Gravesend, Kent
arr London 26 December

GB postage assessed as
SingJ.e ship fee: 8d per %oz
plus 4d per 4oz inland postage 1s0d ('L/-'l
(5th Decenber 1839 to 9th January 1840)

Office:
2sQ
18erC,25, .18%.

Ajcne11, .r.C.: Handbook orr Transatlantic Mai1,
Ta.beart, C: Robertsorr Revisited, Ja-mea Bendon,

The tBritish Queen' was the only steam ship to arriwe f
GB 4d Uniform Inland rate period.

Litassol, 1997
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Pioneer Steamer \British Queen'
Freiqht Monev paid to Post Office

SingJ.e Rate
Phi].ade].phia, Pa

Prepaid singrJ.e rate letter sent from Philadelphia via New York and Portsmouth
to London on steam ship 'British Queen' in l,larch 1840

J
,J.*
't"'1n.$.

t'f^ft

I

US postage calculated as: British & American Steam Navigation
Freight Money (steam packet) 25+ \British Queen,
Sing1e rate to New York t2',,r+ dep New York 1 April 1840
Total 374C arr Bristol 16 April

Fourth of nine voyages
Philadelphia showed the combined palments
on the cover as t37' and \PAID'.

\SHIP LETIER / PORTSMOUTH'
US inland rate for 81 * 150 miles was 12rtC Rob. S15 (in use 1834-40)
per sheet effective 11th I'larch 1825 to 1"t
July 1845. London arrival ,W / 15Ap16 / L84O,

GB ship fee and inland postage conbined at At Portsmouth, Letter assessed as:
8d per h oz effective 10th ,Tanuary 1840. Single ship letter b oz 8d

ArneIJ-, .T.C.: Handbook on Eransatlantic t'Iail, British North America Phi]-ate].ic SocS-et1,, 198?
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revisited, ,fames Bendon, Ltd., Lj-nasso1, 199?
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Pioneer Steaner \Great Western'
Freiqht Monev paid to Post Office

Doub1e Rate
New Orleans, La

Doub].e rate entire sent from New Orleans via New York and
Bristol to London on board 'Great llestern' in June 1840

Copy of Londorr receiver on reverse

US Postage: Great Western Steam Ship Conpany
Freight Money (ste:m1 2x 25C 504 ('50') \Great Western'
DoubJ-e rate to New York 2x 25C 50C ('50') dep New York 30 June 1840

arr Bristol 15 July
New Orleans normally showed both palments
on the cover and as \PAID.. TBRISIOL / SUfp LETTER,

Rob. SB (in red, used 1840-41 at London)
US inland rate for more than 400 miles was
25C per sheet effectiwe 11th ttarch 1825 to London arrival 'A / 16.fYLG / L84O'
1"t JuIy 1845.

At London, postagre due assessed as:
GB ship fee and inland postage combined at Ship fee 2x 8d
8d per h oz effective 10th January 1840. Total due L/Ad (,L/4,t

ArneIJ-, J.C.: Handbook on Transatlantic I'IaiI, British North AEerj-ca PhiLate1ic Societry, 1987
Tabeart, C: Robertson Rewisited, ,Ia.mes Bendon, Ltd., Limasso]-, 1997
PearEon, PC: Charlnel Ship Letter polt narkings - where were tl.ey applied?, Posta]- History, No 275. p.73.
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Pioneer Steamer 'Great Western'
Freicrht Monev paid to Post Office

Single Rate
Auburn, NY

Sing1e rate entire sent
London on board

from Ar:burn via New York and Bristol to
'Great tfestern' in October 1840

Cont'ined Freiqht money and postage Copy of London receive! on rewerse

Great Western Steam Ship Company
tGreat Western'
dep New York 10 October 1840
arr Bristol 24 October

tBRrsToL / sgrp LErrER,
Rob. S8 (in black, used 1833-44)

London a:rlriva]. 'S / 25OC25 / l84}t

At London, postage due assessed as:
Ship fee 8d ('8')

US Postage:
Freight Money (stean)
Single rate to New York
Combined total

2s+
18HC
43+74

Auburn post office marked TPAID' \4377' .

US inland rate for 151 to 400 mi1es was
18%+ per sheet effective 11th Llarch 1825
to 1"t JuJ-y 1845.

GB ship fee and inland postage conbined at
8d per 'a oz effective 10th .January 1840.

Five steanship freight money covers recorded from Auburn/ Nf [winter, PHS presentation, 2OLfl

Arne11, J.C.: Handbook on Traasatlantic l.Iail, British North America Phi].ate]-ic Society, 198?
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revisited, JaDes Bendon, Ltd., Liroasso]., 1997



Pioneer Steamer 'Presj-dent' SingJ-e Rate
Freiqht Monev paid to Post Office Norfolk, Va

Prepaid single rate letter sent from NorfoJ.k via New York, Liverpool
and London to Paris on steam ship 'President' in October 1840
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US postage calsulated as: British & American Steam Navigation
Ereight Money (ste.- packet) 25Q 'President'
Single rate to New York 25Q dep New York 2 Novemher 1840
Total 50C arr LJ-verpool- 27 November

Second of 24 voyages
Norfolk showed the palments on the cower
as \fnland 25 / Steamer 25' and'PAID' 'SHIP LETTER,/ LIVERPOOL'

Rob. S14 (in use 1838-41)
US inland rate for ower 400 miJ-es was 25Q '8' for 8d ship letter fee
per sheet effective 11th l'Iarch 1825 to 1't
July 1845 At London foreign branch; '!/6'

under 1835 Anglo-French convention
GB ship fee and inland postage combined
at 8d per % oz effective 10th January 1840 At Paris:

IANGL 2 CAI"AIS 30 NOV'
\71,2' Sn,'33' decimes due

Anglo-Erench postal convention of 1836 [18 dec = 1sh 6d,
debited France 1sh 6d for letters from 15 dec for postage from Calais to Parisl
USA carried vj-a GB by non-contract packet
ship ex winter

The only freight money cover from Norfolk recorded by l[inter
winter/ RF: Understanding Transatlantj-c Mai]- vo1ume 1, American Philatelic Society, 2005, pp205, pp277
Ta.beart, C: Robertson Revisited, ,Iames Bendon, Ltd., Limassol, 1997



Sailing Packet 'Columbus' & Pioneer Steamer rGreat tfesternl Single rate
Freiqht Monev paid to Canadian Post Office Quebec, Lower Canada

Paid letter sent from Quebec via New York and Liverpool to London
on board Black BaJ-J. Line's 'Columbus' in January 1840

I QUEBEC JA
' PArD 11 r

'PAID 18e6'

'PAID 1212'

7 ]-840'
to US border
to New York
sailing ship
freight money.

Black Ball 'Columbus'
dep New York 20th Jan
arr Liverpool 7th Feb

'8' British ship letter
fee of 8d

On reverse:
,LTVERPOOL / SHIP

LETTER' [Rob. S14]
London 'N 8 EE 8 1840 '

Paid letter
on

sent from Quebec via New York
board Gt{SSC's 'Great Western'

and Bristol to London
in July 1840

'QUEBEC JUN25 1840
L.C.'

I PAID 11'
'PAID 18%'
'PAID 25' steam

ship freight money

'NEW YORK JUN .,,'

GTISSC
rGreat Western'
dep New York 1't JuI
arr Bristol 15'" Ju]

'BRTSTOL /
SHIP LETTER'

[Rob S8]
'8' ship letter fee
On rewerse:
'+ 16JY16 1840'

LT"*lr'-iZ,qs,
v/br',4-

)nr, 4rr^

Rates: 11d Cy Canadian postage to the US border; 18+tC US postage from the border to New York.

From mid-September 1838 the Montreal, Ki-ngston and Queenston exchange offices could make up
mails for the respective steamer agents, accompani.ed by special letter br11s for the New York
postmaster whereby the letter bags would be delivered to the shiprs agents. A Canadian
postmaster circular dated 26tb December 1838 added that saili-ng vessels were included. A
Canadian Post, Office circuJ-ar dated Ath December 1840 stopped the collection of freight money.

References:
Arne11, J.C.: Handbook on Transatlantic Mai1, British North America Phi1atel5-c Society, 1987
Ta-beart, C: Robertson Revisited, James Bendon, Ltd., Limassol, 1997
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SaiJ-ing Packet'Columbus'
Freiaht Monev paid bv Forwardinq Acrent

SingJ.e Rate
New York, NY

Entire sent from Havana to London via New York and Liverpool by forwarding
agient on board Black BaII J-ine's 'Columbus' in January 1840
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Sent bY Drake Brottrers & Co, Havana, 24th Decenber 1839, to agents in New
York who, in turn, paid tJle Black BaJ-J- shipping agent a saiJ.iog ship Freight
Money fee of L244

B].ack. Ba].]. ]-ine 'Co]-unbus'
dep New York 20th Jan 1840
arc LiwerpooJ. 7th Feb

ILIVERPOOL SHIP T.IITTERI [Rob. S14]

Postage due in GB '8'
Ship fee and postage to destinatiot, 4 oz. 8d
(effective ?th .fan 1840 to 3L/L2/1857)

London receiver 'H 8 EE 8 1840'

Erom October 1838 US sailing packets competing with the pioneer steamships
began to charge L21,.ri per sheet. Charges applied only on voyages from New
York to England and were paid to the shipping agents.



Sailing Packet'Sheridan' SingJ.e Rate
New York, NYFreiqht Money paid to Post Office

Entire sent from Burlington, NJ, to
on board Dramatic line's

London via New
'Sheridan' in

York and Liverpool
May 1840

:

dEW LTTIB OP LIVEBFML PACI(EAI'
To lrlfrom Nr-,. Iorl o. tbo il6thrrad licr-

{L *'' ""' "F d,8LT i'i," firrt
6iD (tIi:lir lr { \ (}Dado P. -t. Dcrrcyler,Stlr Jea.gh; eaBllcr. Crrrl: r.. rr. Prtrnbr.IEb FeU-
shr i f oa{-' t U *, irisi J-Crrrru Jotro qiual Bh lrr c I I
6biir ilDDo!{d, (.:.FitE ft. B. Prlo.rer,26tlr Apr[

FB(II LIVBBPOOL.
trhio aIDtX)!f S. Croon hi. ll- Prlrncr. l3th Feb.
rtriL siir:xrii r { tc.ii p.r- I,crrir,rr. ltrhlrrcb-
!ar;oaIBI(:r.ci.otiia r,. a Lirobr:Ulrlr lPd.
tiib iodlc I u5.i..L I c.pirrr Joba cilli rr. illr rrv .

rlii ruIpi rrJ llt"iiue-a-.relgr-oprrr& of I(xll3oot
builtto thc &r of tf cr Yorl. rith oucti loProlcEcalt L
coorb|.octrcrr-roecrl rrth qnururlcoorbn 6r grrroaScra'
Ercry crlc herLceqtrlcoiuthotrrujcroeotirf lbcq !f '
coro riodrrrn r. - 

Tu e pr i i c oi irrciic-rrtrolcG i. a l'lDr for
rtrrcb unulc rtorc..a dcludtua itoe r &, r I I I bo DrovidGd'
The rc rh ihr rl I t b c toauneoilod b y e rdortaoccd ra.'icr' r
rt"r rrituirrl itlii "rcnloaro tiic tdoGt.l'tld'ctloo'- Nciiil;;th-';.-r,riro.-"i"roorl oriucra rlripr rill bc
rerrroariblcforriv lctrcrr. orrcclr or prcL-er raol D,

"r;H;ti,til$:*:,",f klIff :F".illlf 'sLe,'
pcc ulruciralrucuoo tltca tbcrs rccuni,t DorpoLcrcd l"
rDr otbGr bul ta-ala o[ rrr.

for (rcirtrl or Da'..tG. ruolv ao- E. -.toLLINa dio,'6s'Eoutbrg,!I. rorl.or lo
VL'tr. & JAa. BROvylI & CO..Lrvcrpool.l*ttiit t y it,c pecririi'rtt ui ctrirrea 1'21 cenu per tll

3lcrhoct GUceairpcr ounccrrnd lcrrpr Fcl. eD
irch. lr8

Marks on reverse,
reduced

Advert from New York Evening Post of
22od I'lay 1840 naming Dr:matic line
ships and noting charge for letters
at the foot of the advert.

Entire taken to New York by favour
where the New York Post Office was
paid in cash for the sailing shiP
letter fee of l2t-2C

'NEVI-YORK MAY 24r transit mark

Dramatic line tSheridan'1
dep New York 25th laay 1840
arr Lj-verpool 16th June

ILIVERPOOL SHIP LETTER'
(Rob. SLA, 1839-1841)

Postage due in GB

for ship fee and

On reverse:
London receiver '
London '10 EN 10

t8,
postage 8d

F 17JU17 1840' and
JU 17 1840'

lJay ttpe 4591
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1 New York Daily Herald 25 May I840, Ship News, & Lloyd's List lTthJune 1840
2 Jay, B: British County Catalogueof Postal History 3 - London, London Postal History Group, 2005 (2nd edition)



Sailing Packets 'England' & ' Coh:mbus ' f,:,ad,-r';p1e & Triple rates
Freioht Monev paid to Post Office Baltimore, Md

Prepaid quadruple rate letter sent from Balt:.more v:.a !{ew York and Liverpool
to London on board B1ack Ball's 'England rn February 1840

ar::=3- y-: IEB 19',

=-:- ix r2-+c 5oc
-'=- -::-g ?a:.<e--

l=e:gr::-- Money
-: -ix 18-i 75C

i::: =a--es --o

New York

:i. = =a--es apparent,
:::.<e--ed as recerved
23 Y=:c:- :840.

=-a:k 3a-- 'England'
:e= -r-e; Ycrk 24':' Feb
a:= l':rcoi 18=' Mar

///

@

Paid triple rate letter
to London on board

'BAI,TIMORE }P SEP 18'
' PAID I

'Ship 37%' 3x 1244 37\Q
Sai15-ng Packet Freight Money
'56\' 3x 18%Q 56la0
Three rates to New York

Black BaII 'Columbus'
dep New York 19th Sep
arr Liverpool 18th Oct

'8 ' for 8d British shi-p
letter fee

On reverse:
,LTVERPOOL / SHrP

London r+ 19 OCT

LETTER
[Rob. s14 ]

1840'

, 11i/,4, r/h %,r,r/ *-&'

4rr/,u
4', r/ztt*-

sent from Baltimore via
Black Ball' s' Colu-ml>us'

"%#t, (g

US progression rate by sheets of paper, GB progression by weight.
US progression: 3 sheets for 3 rates,'up to 1 oz for four rates.
Freight Money chargre per single rate for US sailing ship: 12%Q
US postage single rate, Baltimore to New York, 199 miles: 18HQ
GB ship letter fee, including postage, wp Eo %zt 8d

References:
Pu1J-in, rT: North Atlantic Packets Departures & Arrivals 18L8-1840, The Author, 2OO9
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revisited, ,James Bendon, Ltd., Limassol, 1997

New York and Liverpool
in Septamt'er 1840
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Sai1ing Packet'Columbus'
Freiqht Monerr paid to Post Office

Quintuple rate
Phi].ade].phia, Pa

Paid letter weighing L,% oz sent from PhiJ-adelphia wia New York
and Liverpool to London on board rCoh:mbus' in t'tay 1840

,'^'il1t,'f)

-

US Postage: Black Ball Line 'Columbus'
Freight Money (sai-I) 5x l24Q 6244 dep New York 22 l"lay 7840
Eive rates lLk oz) to New York 5x l24e 624C arr Liverpool 15 June
Total L25+

Combined total shown \L\ oz' \L25t \PAfD' TLMRPOOL / SHIP LETTER,
Rob. S14 (in use 1838-1841)

US inland rate for 81 to 150 miles was L24Q
per sheet effective 1lth March 1825 to 1't London arriva]- 'G / L'1,JUL7 / L840'
July 1845. Progression: 1oz equals 4 rates,
4 rates each additional oz.

GB ship fee and inland postage conbined at At Liverpool, postage due assessed as:
8d per a,, oz effective 10th January 1840. Ship letter over 1oz up Eo 2oz (4x 8d)
Progression: 2 rates every oz or part oz 2/Aa
over 1oz.

Pullia, ,r: North At]-antic Packeta Departures & Arrivals 1818-1840, The Author, 2009
AlneII, ,J.C.: Handbook on Transatlantic I'Iail, Blitish North America Phj.latelic Society, 1987
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revisited, JaEes Bendon, Ltd., Limassol, 1997

a

t'
'/'

(.\

&4



SaiJ.ing Packet 'Columbus' Sing1e Rate
Freiaht Monew paid to Post Office Richmond, Va

Paid singJ-e entire sent from Richmond via New York and
Livera>ooJ. to London on board \Columbus' in Septenber 1840
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Copy of London receiver on rewerse

US Postage: Black Ball Line \Columbus,
Freight Money (sail) rSHIP' TPAID, 124C dep New York 19 Septenber 1840
Richmond to New York \PAID' 181+ arr Liverpool 18 October

US inland rate for 151 to 400 miles was London arrival .X / 19OCL9 / LBAO,
18H+ per sheet effective 11th t'Iarch L825
to 1"t 'Ju1y 1845.

GB ship fee and inland postage combined at At Liverpool, postage due assessed as:
8d per Lz oz effectiwe 10th January 1840. Singte ship fee 8d

Nine sailing freight money letters recorded for Richmond. [Winter, PHS presentation, 2011]
Pu11in, J: Nolth Atlantic Packets Depalturea & Alrivals 1818-1840, The Author, 2009
Arnel-I, J.C.: Handbook on Tratrsatlantic r'Iail, British North America Phi]-ate].ic society, 1987
Talreart, C: Robertson Revisited, Janes Bendon, Ltd., LimassoJ-, 1997



SaiJ.ing Packet'Montreal.' Double rate
Freicrht Monew paid to Post Office New Orleans, La

Paid double rate ].etter
I'largate to London on

l'Iai-1 landed due to unfawourable winds

sent from New Orleans via New York and
board 'Montreal' on 24 December 1841
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London arrival on reverse

Red Swallowtail Line \Montreal,
dep New York L2 Janwary L842
arc off Margate 2 Eebruary

.}'!ARGATE / SHrp-LnS'
Rob. S4 (in use L823-49t

London arrival,K / 3 tl, 3 / t842,

Postage due in London:
Ship 1etter \ oz 8d (.8, )

First g:<:mFle recorded of both fees
EJ-even sailing freight money letters

[]Iinter, Posta1 History

Tabealt, C: Robertson Revisited, Ja.Ees Bendon,

MARGATE.
S HI P -I-R. E

US Postage:
Freight Money (saiI) 2x L2%Q 251
Double rate to New York 2x 25C 50C

Conbined charges shown as 75C (.75, )

US inland rate for more than 400 miles was
25C per sheet effective 11th l,larch 1825 to
1"t JuIy 1845.

GB ship fee and inland postage conbined at
8d per L,t oz effective 10th January 1840.

conbined into one value at New Orleans.
recorded for New Orleans.
Society Anniversary presentation, 20LL7

Ltd., Limassol, 1997
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Sailing Packet'Independence'
Freiqht Money paid to Post Office

Quintuple rate
Baltimore, Md

Paid letter weighing l< oz sent
Liverpool to London on board

f rom Balt'i more
'Independence'

via New York and
in April L842

Rating on letter

US Postage:
Freight Money (saiI) 5x
Five rates (!% ozl to New York 5x
Tota]-

Separate charges shown:
'L4, oz'rPAID' '93%' and \PAID| \624t

US inland rate for 151 to 400 miles was
183rC per sheet effective 11th l'Iarch 1825 to
1"t 'July 1845. Progression: Loz equal-s 4
rates, 4 rates each additional oz.

GB ship fee and inland postage c,onbined at
8d per L4 oz effective 10th January 1840.
Prog'ression: 2 rates every oz or part oz

.3 I'fY 1842 LIVERPOOL SHIP'
Rob. S16 (in use 1841-1855)

London arrival 'K / Atft 4 / L842t

At LiverpooJ., postage
Ship 1.etter over 1oz

Arnel1, ,r.C.: Handbook on Eransatlantic l,taiI, British North America Philatelic Society, 1987
Tabeart, C: Robeltson Revisited, ,fa.mes Bendon, Ltd., I,imasso]., 1997

/+e ,ru

BIue Swallowtail Line rlndependence,
L24Q 621,a+ dep New York 10 April 1842
18ei0 931{+ arr Liverpool 3 }4ay

$1 .5616

due assessed as:
up to 2oz (4x 8d)

2/8d
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Sailing Packet'England'
Freiqht Monev paid bv Forwardinq Agent

Triple Rate
New York, NY

Triple letter sent from New Orleans via New York to London September L842

i

'r/.

2*y,/z ?d,

./ ..''

Trlp-e :a--e - e----e= se:-: --c Nse' Yorl< ior;ard:::s ase::-- f tse:k ic: '3=r.-:-sh
Queei--' -as-- '.'cvace sa- l:rg cn 1" Cc-"cbe= i8)2 . The sa:-rng Cate ;'as m:-ssed
and ghe I e----er se::*- by r-he agf e:'r'- cn the next avar-1a-b1e shrp.

Sarlrng packet frerght rnoney Black Ball Line 'England'
fee was pard to shrpprng agent
and not marked on cover. dep New york 19 October 7842

us postage, New orleans to New arr Liverpool 11 November

York (over 400 m:-les) tThe fimes Drgrtal Arch:-ve 14 Nov 18421

3x 25C = 754 ('75')
At Lrverpoor postag'e assessed Partial Liverpool ship Letter
as: [Rob. 516] and London recvr.
double ship fee .N 12 NOV 12 1A42,

2x 8d : 1s 4d ('L/4',

*re
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SaiJ-ing Packet \North American/ Doub].e Rate
Freiqht Monew paid to Post Office Phi].ade1phia, Pa

Paid double letter sent from Philadelphia to Halifax, England, via New York
and Liverpool by sailing packet in November L842

isk

\PHILADELPHIA Pa NOV 18' and
US postage calculated as:
Frej-ght Money (sarl) 2x \244
Two rates to New York 2x t2raQ
Total shown as combined rate

Carried by
Black Ball's 'North America':
dep New York 19 Nov
arr Liverpool 7 Dec

.PAID'

2sc
2sc
50+ ( '50, )

At Liverpool postage assessed as:
US single inland rate 81-150 miles: !2'aQ Single ship 1etter 4 oz 8d (.8, )

HALIFAX receiver on reverse and partial
Robertson 516 LMRPOOL SHIP letter mark.

US Progression: two sheets equals two rates.

*il)
1 The Tines Archive
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SaiJ.ing Packet'Rochester'
Freiqht Money paid to Post Office

Double rate
Char].eston, SC

Paid double rate Letter sent from Charleston via New York and
Liverpool to London on board 'Rochester' in February 1844

Liverpool Ship nark and London arrival on reverse

:
rt'

'1 t'J

I
J; ]

US Postage: New Line \Rochester'
Ereight Money (sai-l) 2x L244 25Q dep New York 21 Eebruary L844
Double rate to New York 2x 25Q 50C arr LiverpooJ- 15 t'tarch

Separate charges shown as IPAID' '50' \25' r15 MR44 LMRPOOL SHIP,
Rob. S16 (in use 1841-1855)

US inland rate for nore than 400 miles was
25C per sheet effective 11th l"Iarch 1825 to London arrival. rX / 16MRL6 / L844'
1"t JuIy 1845.

GB ship fee and inland postage conbined at Postage due in London:
8d per az oz effective 10th,January 1840. Ship letter % oz 8d (.8,)

Ten sai-Iing freight money letters recorded for Charleston.
[]Iinter, Postal History Society Anniversary presentat5-on, 20111

Tabeart, C: Robert.son Revisited, Jaees Bendon, Ltd., I,inasso]., 1997
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Sailing Packet \I{aterloo'
Freiqht Monev paid to Post Office

SingJ.e rate
Charleg lqa, lqg

Paid single rate J-etter sent from Charleston via New York and
LiverpooJ. to London on board 'tlaterloo' in March L846

#rxjslr

US Postage: Red Star Line \Waterloo'
Freigiht Money (sail) L2t2Q dep New York 14 l"larch 1846
Single rate to New York 10C arr Liverpool 16 April

Separate charges shown as \PAID' '10' '724' '16 AP 1846 LIVERPOOL SHIP'
Rob. S15 (in use 1841-1855)

US inland rate for more than 300 miles was
10C per 4 oz effective 1"t JuIy 1845. London arrival 'AC / L7I'PL7 / L846'

GB ship fee and inland postage conbined at Postage due in London:
8d per 1+ oz effective 10th January 1840. Ship letter % oz 8d ('8')

From I Herckenrath Lowndes & Co' dated 6th l,larch.

Ten sailing freight money letters recorded for Charleston.
[Winter, Postal History Society Anniversary presentation, 20LL)

Ta.bealt, C: Robertson Revisited, lrames Bendon, Itd., Limassol, 1997



Pioneer Stea:ner \Great l,ilestern'
Freiqht Money paid to Post Office

Quadruple Rate
New Or1eans, La

Entire pai.d
and Liverpool

at four rates
to London on

sent from New Orleans
board 'Great Western'

via New York
in April 1845

'i--u-2, 
/?zz,tuz-.)

.'7",,' .1/ /( ,1 / I //,
t-(

US Postage:
Ereight Money (stearn) 4x 254 100C '100'
Four rates to New York 4x 25C 100Q \100'

New Orleans normally showed both pa1'ments
on the cover and as \PAID'.

US inland rate for more than 400 mi1es was
25Q per sheet effective 11th l,Iarch 1825 to
1't JuJ-y 1845. Progression: ower 3 sheets
is equival.ent to 1oz equal-s 4 rates.

GB ship fee and inland postage conbined at
8d per ra oz effective 10th January 1840.

Copy of Lrverpool Sh:-p letter Eark
aIrd London lecei-ver on revelse

Great Western Steam Ship Company
\Great Western'
dep New York 24 Apri1- 1845
arr Liverpool 8 l{ay

.gr'fY 1845 / LTVERPOOL / SHrP'
Rob. S16 (in use 1841-1855)

London arrival rN / lol,flf]-0 / L845,

At Liverpool, postage due assessed as:
DoubJ-e ship fee 2x 8d
Total due L/4d ('L/A'l

Arne1l, ,J.C.: Handbook on Tlansatlantic f.Iail,
Tabeart, C: Robertson Revisited, ,ranes Berrdon,

British North America Phi]-ate].ic Society, 1987
Ltd., Linasso]", 199?
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Sailing Packet MuJ.tip1e Rates
Freiqht Monev paid at Post Office Ba].timore, Md

Prepaid quadrupJ.e rate letter sent from BaLtimore via New York
and LiverpooJ. to London, England in ilanuary 1840

Receiver on
reverse and
Rob. S14.

US
Prog'ression:
3 sheets for
3 rates; up
to 1 oz for
four rates.

-: :

Prepaid single letter sent f rom Ba1t'i more via New York
and Liverpool to Dr:blin, Ireland in January L847

/2//Zz-Z (2-z<- N)

Rates on 1840 cover
US postage calculated as:
Freight Money (sailing packet) 4x
Four rates to New York 4x
US inland rate 150-400 miles

At Liverpool postage assessed as:
Single ship letter 4 oz

Rates on 1847 cover
US postage calculated as:
Freight Money (sai-1ing packet) 12\24
Single rate to New York 5C
US inland rate per ,z oz under 300 miles

At Liverpool postage assessed as:
Single ship letter 4 oz 8d

Possibly carried by Black Ball's rOxford'
dep New York 1 Feb
arr Liverpool 21 E.eb [The Iimes Archive]

1-24C 50C
18H+ 7sC

8d

Possibly by Black Ball Line's \Columbus'
dep New York 20 Jan
arr Liverpool 7 Feb [Pu1lin]

,

)a
./ )/ ./7// .'t 7 zzfl

/ ,r 1'

/

^y':' 3

2,,1.(' ;(, 1 //

/
4'I 

t>

t

- /(/,

CI,(/)>t( ?-_

/

/(o



SaiJ.ing Packet Multiple Rates, late use
Freicrht Monew paid at Post Office Baltimore, Md

Prepaid doubJ.e rate letter sent from Baltimore via New York and
Torquay to London, England in May 1840

'BAI,TIMORE MD

}4AY 8 I 'PAID'
| 25' ' 3714'

'Torquay /
SHIP LETTER'

lRob 51l

'8 | for 8d
incoming ship
fee

London
receiver on
reverse
.G5JU5
L840'

/

lrrr i/r,. '/, , /, I

r/-z

Prepaid single letter sent from Baltimore via New
,January 1848 - very late use sailing Freight

York to London in
Money Letterl

t'

IBALTIMORE MD

JAI.I 29' 'PAID I

, !24, '5'

'SHTP-LETTER'
[London Rob

s35l

'8r for 8d
incoming ship
fee

On reverse
London receiver

'1 MR 1 1848'

s-4--.--*-
/;41/.{

I

t

%'€
(Err
l. .A

wt
l*: -/

t/

Black X T,ine 'Montreal'
dep New York 1lth May 1840
arr Torquay 2nd June

lPulIinl
PaLd 2x (\24+ freight + 18ea0 postage)

Ex Blue Swallowtail Line !Independence'
dep New York 1st Eeb 1848
arr Grawesend lst l.lar

[L1oyd's List 2nd March 1848]

PaLd L2'aQ freight + 5C postage

1Very late use, see ASCC Vol2 p81

.{

t-,?
'ff ly

.///Az

14" r/1 ,/'



Pioneer Steamer \United States'
Freiqht Money paid to Shipping Agent

Sing1e Rate
New York, NY

Paid single J.etter sent from New York via Le Havre to Cognac
on board pioneer steamer 'United States' in August 1848

-i..rl , 
. ,

t (,:
\ \ 1.
YFr,,..\-.,-

The letter was taken to the Black Ball B1ack BatI Line Steanship Company
agent and 25C steae shi-p freight money fee \United States,
paid and marked in pencill. '25' dep New York 5 Augrrst 1848

arr South:mfton 18 Augrrst
Freight rnoney accounting i-s seldom seen at ar Le Hawre 19 August
New York.

\OUTRE MER LE HAVRE 19 AOUT 48'
Second of four voyages of Black BaJ.J-'s \LIGNE DU HAVRE 1 19 AOUT 48,
steemship rUnited States' BORDEAUX 1 DE CHATEAUROUX * 20 AOUT 48,

\coGlIAc 21 AOUT . . .'
Backstamps show the letter traveled to
Paris by train and supplementary mai]- At Le Hawre, postag,e assessed as:
carriag'e to Bordeaux on Lhe line to Ship fee deciare de mer 1 decime
ChAteauroux. Inta.nd 430kn Le Havre to Cognac 8 decime

Total due in decimes '9'

Freight Money - j-mposed by shipping companies upon each letter carried from New
York via England - June 1838 to nid-1848 - R F Winter PHS presentation 2OLL.

Arnel1, ,J.C.: Handbook on Transatlantic !'rai1, British North America Philatelic Society, 1987
Winter, RE: Undelstanding Transatlantic Mai]- vo].une 1, American Philatelic Society, 2006, r.206
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